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THE 


ADVENTURES OP PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


Chap. I —An Accoant of Mr Gamaliel PLcklo—Tlio Disposition of bia Siater described— 
Hp yields to her Solicitations, and returjis to the Country. 

Lv a cert4>cji county of England, hounded on one side by the sea, 
and at the distance of one hundred miles from the iiietrt(|K»lis, lived 
Gamalal Pickle, csij.; the father of that hertj wbose^adventures we 
jwoposejto recortl. He. was the son of a merchant in Loudon, who, ^ 
like Romo, from small beginnings had raised liimself to the higltest 
honours of the city, and aotjuired a jilentiful fortune, though, to his 
intimte regret, ho died before it amounted to a plum, conjuring his 
son, as he respected the last injunction of a parent, to imitate his 
indu.stry, and adheri' to his maxims, until he should have made 
up the deficiency, which was a sum considerably less than fifteen 
thousand pi^uiids. 

This pathetic remonstrance had the desired efiect uiron his repre¬ 
sentative, who spared no pains to fulfil the reciuesfc of the deceased : 
but exerted all the capacity with which nature had endowed him, 
in a series of efforts, which, however, did not succeed ; for, by the 
time ho had been fifteen years in trade, he found himself five 
thousand pounds worse than he was when he first took possession 
of his father’s effect#; a circumstance tliat affected him so nearly, 
as to detach his inclinations from business, and induce him to retire 
from the w'oiTd, to some jilace whore he might at leisure deplore his 
misfortunes, and, by frugality, secure himself from want, and the 
apprehensions of a jail, with wliich his imagination was incessantly 
haunted. 'He wsas often heard to express his fears of coming upon 
the parish ; anSll to bless God, that, on aejount of his having been 
so long a hdUsekeoper, liQ^was entitled to that provision. In short, 
his talent were not naturally active, and there w'as a scirt of in¬ 
consistency in his character pfor, with all the desire of amassing 
w&ich any citizen couldtpossihjy entertain, lie was encumbered by 
a certa^i indolence and sluggishness that prevailed over every inte¬ 
rested considemtiou, and even^hindered him from profiting by that 
singleness of apprehension, and moderation of appetites, which have 
so frequently ^nducod to the acquisition of immense fortunes; 
qualities which lie posaesaed in a very remarkable degree. Nature, '^ 
in e.11 probability, had mixed little or hothing inflammable in his 
composition; or, whatever seeds of excess she migl^t have sown 
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within him, were effectually stifled and destroyed the austerity 
of his education. ^ 

The Ballies*of his youth, far from being iifbrdinate or crimina],' 
never exceeded the bounds of that decent jollity which au extract-' 
diiiary pot, on extraordinary occasions, may be supposed to have 
produced in a club of sedate botik-keepers, whose imaginations were 
neither very warm nor luxuriant. Little subject to rctined sonsatiuns, 
he was scarce over disturbed with violent emfttion^of any kind. The 
passion of love never interrupted his tranquillity ; and if, as Mr, 
Creech says, after Horace, 

■Not to admire is all the art I know ; *' ^ 

To make men happy, and to keep them 6o, 

Mr. Tickle was undoubtedly possessed of that invaluable f' lit; at* 
least, ho was never know n to betray the faintest syinjitom (^transport, 
except one evening at the club, ivhere he observed, with some demon¬ 
strations of vivacity, that he had dined ujum a delicate loin veal. 

^ Notwithstancling this appearance of phlegm, he C(«uld not help 
feeling his disapTiomlments in trade ; and uynui the foililre of a 
certain uiidoiwviiter, by which ho lost five hundiod popjids, declared 
his design of relinquishing business, and retiiing to the country. In 
this re,solution he was comforted and encouraged by his only sister, 
Mrs, Grizzle, who had managed his family since the death of his 
father, and was now in the thirtieth year of her niaideiihoud, with 
a fortune of five thousaiM pounds, and a large stock of qponomy and 
devotion, * 

These qualifications, one would think, might have been the means 
of abridging the term of her colilvtcy, as she never expressed any 
aversion to W’edlock ; but, it soems, she was too delicate in her 
choice, to find a mate to her inclination in the city : fiir I cannot 
suppose that she remained so long unsolicited ; though the charms 
of her person wero not altogether enchanting, ^lor her manner qvor 
and above agreeable. Exclmive of a vutj w'an (not to call it 
sallow') complexion, which, perliaps, was the effects of’lier virginity 
and mortificatifui, she had a cast in her eyes that was not at all 
engaging ; and such an extent of mouth, as no art or affectation 
could contract into any propoitionablo dimension their her piety 
was rather peevisli than yj('sigucd, and did not in thf least diminish 
a certain stateliness in her denieanour and conveisatioii, that 
delighted in communicating the inipo^talice and honoijr of her 
family, which, by the bye, was nob be traced two gonerationa 
back by all the power of heraldry or traditicgi,' ^ 

She seemed to have renounced all the ideas she had a^ryuir^ 
before her father served the office tf sheriff; and ^he era which 
regulated the date^ of all her observations was the mayoralty of her 
papa. Kay, bo solicitous was this good lady for the lupport and 
^propagation of the family na|iie, that, s^ppressinjg every aelfiah 
motive, she actually prevailed upon her brother to combat firlth his 
own disposition, and even surmount it so far, as to declare a passion 
lor the perscsti whom ho afterwards wedded, as we shall see in the 
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s^uel. Indeedy ahe was the spur that instigated him in all hia 
extraordinary lyidertakings; and I question, whether he would or 
,liot have been ablo^to disengage himself from that coarse of life in 
which he had so longilaechanically moved, unless he had been roused 
and actuated by her incessant exhortations. London, she observed, 
was a receptacle of iniquity, where an honest, unsuspecting man 
was every day in danger of falling a sacrifice to craft; where inno- 
_cence was exposed to continual temptations, and virtue eternally 
persecuted by majice aiM slander ; where every thing was ruled by 
Caprice and corruption, and merit uttcrlyodiscouragcd and despised. 
This last imputation, she x)ronounced with such cmi>hasls and 
chagrin, as plainly denoted how far she considered herself as an 
example of what she advanced ; and j-eally the charge was justified 
by the constructions that wore put upon her retreat by her female 
^rienS‘,~:jho, far from imijuting it to the laudable motives that 
induced hrj, insinuated, in sarcastic commoudations, that she had 
good reason to be dissatisfied with a jdace where she had been so 
long otarlooked ; and tliat it was certainly her wisestjpoursetoTnako 
her last^ftbrt in the country, where, in all probability, her talents 
would he less eclipsed, and her fortune more attractive. 

Bo this as it will, her admonitions, though they wore jjowerful 
enough to convince, v/ould have been insufficient to overcome the 
langoiir and vis inertke of her brother, had she not reinforced her 
arguments, by calling in question the credit of two or three mer¬ 
chants, with whom ho was embarked in tnwUi. 

Alarmed gt these hints of intelligence, he exerted himself effectu¬ 
ally ; ho withdrew his money from trade, and layidg it out in 
Bank-stock and India-bonds, removed to a house in tlio country, 
which hia father had built near the sea-side, for the convenience of 
canying on a certain branch of traffic in which he had been deejdy 
concerned. 

Hero then Mr. Pickle fixed his habitation for life, in the six-and- 
thirtieth year of hisijage ; and though the pangs ho felt at parting 
with hia inti^iabe companions, and (juitting all his former connec¬ 
tions, were not quite so keen as to produce any dangerous disorder 
in his constitution, ho did nob fail to be extremely discoTicerted at 
his fitist entrance into a scone of life to which he was totally a 
stranger. Not hut that ho met with abimdauce of people in the 
countey, who, in consideration of his fort:mc, courted his acquaint¬ 
ance, and breathed notlqng but friendship and hospitality; yet, 
even the,^.rouble of receiving and returning these civilities was 
. an intolerable fatigue^ to a ma'i of his luibits and diBiK>sition. He 
thprefore left the care c5 the ceremonial to his sister, who indulged 
horsolf,''‘in all the pride of formalitj’^; while he himself, having 
made a discovery of a public/house in the neighbourhoed, went 
thither every evening, and enjoyed his pipe and can; being very 
well satisfied w^^b the behaviour of the landlord, whose comUium- 
, cative boraper was a grea,!;' comfort tp his own taciturnity j for, ho 
all superfluity of speech, as mtlch as ho avoided any other 
unhece»^ry*:expenso. 
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CHAP* II.-^^He if*mode acquainted with tfaa Characters o^Cooiinodcre Tpqoalon and 
bts Adheieuta-—Meets «ltb them by Accideut, and contracts an Intimacy with' thidi 
Commander. 

Thi 8 loquticious publican soon gave him sketohos of all the 
characters in the county ; and, among othe|s, described that of his 
next neighbour, Commodoro Trunnion, whidi was nltO|ether 
singular and odd. “ The commodore and your worship,” said he^ 
“ will in a short time be hand and glove ; he has a power of money, 
and spends it like a prince—that is, in his owju way—for to be sure 
he is a little huniorsome, as the saying is, and swears woundily; 
though I’ll he sworn he means no more harm than a sucki^i.bab^^ 
Lord help us! it will do your honour’s heart good to heim mirn ten 
a story, as how he lay alongside of the French, ystd-ami and 
yard-arm, board and board, and of heaving grapplings, and stink¬ 
pots, and gi’apes, and round and double-headed partridge®, crows 
m and carters. Lord have mercy upon us! ho has bcetb a grdlit 
warrior in his time, and lost an oyo and a heel in the service. 
Then he does not live like any other Christian IJtnd-nian; hut 
keeps garrison in his house, as if he were in the midst of his 
enemies, and makes his servants turn out in the night, watch and 
watch as he calls it, all the year round. His habitation is defended 
by a ditch, over which q|tie has laid a draw-bridge, and planted his 
court-yard with pateroroes continually loaded with*shot, under 
the direction of <.>ne Mr. Hatchway, who had one of his legs shot 
away while he acted as lieutenant on board the commodore’s ship ; 
and now, being on half-pay, lives with him as his coinjianion. 
The lieutenant is a very brave man, a great joker, and, as the 
saying is, hath got the length of his commander’s foot—though ho 
has another favourite in the house called Tom Pipes, that was his 
boatswain’s mate, and now kee])8 the sorvanto in order. Tom is a 
man of few w’ords, but an excellent hand at a song (ipneorning the 
boatswain’s whistle, hustle-eap, and chuck-farthing—there is not 
such another pipe in the county—so that the commodoro lives very 
happy iiv his own manner; thof ho be sometimes thrown into 
perilous passions and (luandarios, by the applicw^ijpn of his poor 
kinsmen, whom he can’tfabide, because as how some of them were 
the first occasion of his going to sea. Tlien he sweatl* with agony 
at the sight of an attorney, just, for all the world, as sc»ne people 
have an antipathy to a cat: for it ISeems Iiq was once at law, for 
striking one of his officers, and caat in {#‘Swingin^ sum.. He 'is, 
moreover, exceedingly afflicted with goblins that disturb his rest^ 
and keep such a racket in his houfe, that you w^oftld think (God 
bless us 1) all the devils in hell had broke loose him. It was 
no longer ago than last year about this time, that h|,was tormented 
*’the livelong night by the ntischievous «spirita that got into his 
chamber, and played a thousand pranks abf>ut his hammock, for 
there is not pne bed within his walls. Well, sir, he rang his bell, 
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culkd up* all nis eQrvanfcs, got lights, and made a thorough searoh ; 
but the devil a goblih was to be found. Ho had no sooner turned 
in again, and the tost of the family gone to sleep, than the foul 
Rendi began tReir game anew. The commodore got up in the 
dark, drew his cutlasss and attacked them both so manfully, that, 
in five minutes, everything in the apartment went to pieces. The 
lieutenant, hearing tha noise, came to his assistance. Tom Pipes, 
being told what was th%matter, lighted his match, and going down 
to the yard, fired tall the patororocs as signals of distress. Well, 
to be sure the whole imrisli was in a pheker: some thougl^ the 
French had landed ; others imagined the commodore's house was 
besot by thieves ; for my own part, I called up two dragoons that 
are quartered upoif me, and they swore, with deadly oaths, it was 
a. gang of smugglers engaged w'ith a i»arty of their regiment that 
lies iiT the nex*) village ; and mounting their horses like lusty 
fellows, rode up lifffco the country as fast as their beasts could carry 
them. Ah, master! those are hard times, when an industrious 
body cftinot earn his broad without fear of the gallows* Your 
worship* father (God rest his soul!) was a good gentleman, and as 
well respected in this parish as e’er a he that walks upon neat’s 
leather; and«if your honour should want a small parcel of fine 
tea, or a few ankers of right Nantes, I’ll be bound you shall he 
furnished to your heart’s content. But, as 1 was saying, the 
hubbdb continued till morning, when the parson being sent for, 
conjured the spirits into tlie Red Sea; and the* house has been 
pretty quiet ifever since. True it is, Mr. Hatchway makes a mock 
of the whole afiair ; and told his commander, in this very blessed 
spot, that the two goblins were no other than a couple of jackdaws 
which liad fallen down the chimney, and made a flapping with 
their wings up and down the apartment. But the cimimodore, 
who is very choleric, and does not like to bo jeered, fell into a 
main high passion, and stormed like a perfect hurricane, swearing 
that he know a devirtroin a jackdaw as well as e’er a man in the 
three kingdorga. He owned, indeed, that the birds were found, 
but denied that they were the occasion of the uproar. For my 
own part, master, 1 believe much may be said on both sides of the 
question ; thof t<* be sure, the devil is always going about, as Uie 
saying is. ” • 

This-circumstantial account, oxtraordinaay as it was, never altered 
one featurg fn the countenance of Mr. Pickle, who, having heard it 
to an end, took the pipe frdn# his mouth, saying, with a look of 
infinite sagacity and deliberation, do suppose he is of the Cornish 
Trifnniofis. What sort of S woinstn is his spouse ? ”— “ Spouse !" cried 
the other; “ odds-heart! I do^’t think ho would many the queen 
of Sheba. Lack-a-day ! sir, ho won’t sufler his own maids to lie in 
the garrison, but tAirn^hem into anr out-house every night before 
the watch is eet. Blep your honour's soul, lie is, as it were, a very 
oddish kind of a gentlenMm. Your worship would have seen Kim ^ 
before now; for, when he is well, ho and ray good master Hatchway 
come liither every evening, and drink a couple of caiil^ of rumbo 
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a-piece; but ho has been confined to his house this fortnight by a 
plaguy fit of the gout, which, I’ll assure your^worahip, is a good 
penny out of piy pocket." g 

At that instant, Mr. Pickle’s ears wore saluted with such a strange 
noise, as even discomposed the muscles of j|iis face, which gave 
immediato indications of alarm. This compo.sition of notes at first 
resembled the crying of quails, and croaking of bull-frogs; but 
as it approached nearer, he could distinguish^articulate sounds pro¬ 
nounced with great violence, in such a cadei&e as^une would expect 
to hear from a human crenture scolding through the organs of an 
ass; it was neither speaking nor braying, but a surprising mixture of 
both, employed in the utterance of ter^s absolutely unintoUigiblo 
to our wondering merchant, who had just opened his mouth to 
express his curiosity, when the landlord, starting up at the well- 
known sound, cried, “ Odd’s niggers ! there is the ommodoiQ with 
his compjiny, as sure as I live,” and with his api began to wipe 
tlie dust otf an elbow-chair placed at one side of the fire, and kept 
sacred the ease and convenience of this infirm commander.® While 
lie was thus occupied, a voice, still more uncouth than the former, 
bawled aloud, “ Ho 1 the house a-hoy ! ’’ Upon which the publican^ 
clapping a hand to each side of his head, with his thujabs fixed to 
his ears, rebellowed in the same tone, which he had learned to 
imitate, •‘Hilloah.’’ The voice again exclaimed, “Have you got 
any attorneys aboard ? ” and when the landlord replied “No,•no," 
this man of straijge expectation came in, supported by his two de¬ 
pendents, and displayed a figure every way answerable the otldity 
of his Character, lie was in stature at least six feet high, though ho 
had contracted a habit of stooping, by living so long on board ; his 
complexion was tawny, and his usjioct rendered hideous by a large 
scar across his noso, and a patch that covered the place of otie eye. 
Being seated in his chair, with great formality the landlord compli¬ 
mented him upon his being able to come abroad again ; and having 
in a whisper communicated the name of his Mlow-guest, whom the 
commodore already knew by report, wont to preparo, with all 
imaginable despatch, the first allowance of his favourite liquor, in 
three separate cans (for each was accommodated with his own portion 
apart), while the lieutenant sat down on the b|ind side of bis 
commander; and Tom Pipes, knowing his distance, with great 
modesty took his station the rear. 

Aftor a pause of some minutes, the egnvorsation wan begun by 
this ferocioas chief, who, fixing his gy upon the lieutenant with a 
sternness of countenance not to be described, addressed him in 

these words : “H-ray eyes I Hi^tohwaiy, I always took*you*t<) 

be a better seaman than to overset our chaise in su^ fair weather. 
Blood! didn’t 1 tell you wo were naming bumpashtw^, and bidytm 
set in the lee-brace, and haul up a windf^^'^Yes,” replied the 
other, with an arch sneer, VI do confess as^bw you djd give such 
^ orders, after you had run us foul of a post, as that the carriage 
lay along, and could not right herself."—run you foul of a post!" 
cried the cornmander: “a-my heart! you’re a pretty dog, an’fc 
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you, to tell'mo so above>board to my face? Did I take charge of 
the-chaise? Did I a&nd at the helm?”—“No,” answered Hatch¬ 
way j “I must confess you did not steer; but, howassmever, you 
cunned all the \fay, and so, as you-could not see how the land lay, 
being blind of your lifl'board eye, we were fast ashore before you 
knew anything of the matter. Pipes, who stood abaft, cap testify 
the truth of what I say^”—“D-my limbs 1 ” resumed the com¬ 

modore, “ I don't value^hat you or Pipes say a rope-yarn. You're 
a couple of mutinous—I’ll say no more ; but you shan’t run your 
rig upon me, d-ye. I am the man that learnt you. Jack Hatch¬ 

way, to splice a rope and raise a perpendicular.” 

'The lieutenant, who was perfectly well acquainted with the trim 
of his captain, ditf not choose to carry on the altercation any 
further^ but taking up his can, drank to the health of the Stranger, 
who very courie(f’isly returned the tompliment, without, however, 
presuming to join in the conversation, which suffered a considerable 
pause. J^nring this intemiption, Mr. Hatchway’s wit displayed 
itself iu|everal practical jokes upon the commodore, with whom he 
kilew it was dangerous to taniijer in any other way. Being without 
the sphere of hi.s vision, he securely pilfered his tobacco, drank his 
rumbo, made evry faces, and, to use the vulgar phrase, cocked his 
eye at him, to the no small entertainment of the spectators, Mr. 
Pickl^ himself not excepted, who gave evident tokens of uncommon 
satisfaction at the dexterity of this marine i>antomime. 

Meanwhile, the captain’s choler gradually subsyied, and he was 
pleased to dfsirc Hatchway, by the familiar and friendly diminu¬ 
tive of Jack, to read a newspaper that lay on the table beforS him. 
'Ihis task was accordingly undertaken by the lame lieutenant, who 
among other paragraphs, road that which follows, with an elevation 
of voice which seemed to prognosticate something extraordinary: 
“ We are informed, that Admiral Bower will very soon be created a 
British peer, for his eminent services during the war, particularly 
in his late engagement*with the French fleet.” 

Trunnion thunderstruck at this piece of intelligence: the 
mug dropped from his hand, and shivered into a thousand pieces ; 
his eye glistened like that of a rattlesnake, and some minutes elapsed 
before he could pronounce, “Avast! overhaul that article again.'J 

It was no BOQiior read the second time, than, smiting tlie table 
with his fist, ho started up, and, with theemost violent emphasis of 

rage and giRignation, exekimed, “D-my heart and liver! 'tis 

a land lie, d’ye see ; and 1 wiH maintain it to be a Ho, from the 
spirit-sail yard to the mizen-top-sail haulyards I Blood and thunder! 
WiH» BiTwer a peer of thfi realdi! a fellow of yesterday, that scarce 
knows a mast from a manger! a snotty-nose boy, whom I myself 
have ordered teethe gun, for stealing eggs out of the hencoops ! and 
I, Hawser Trunnioh, commanded a ship before he could keep a 
reckoning, am laid asiKe, d’ye see, and forgotten ! If so be as this 
be the case, there is a <rotten planilc ip our constitution, which 

ought to bo hove down and repaired, d-my eyes! For my 

own pa^, d’ye see, I was none of your Guinea pigs: I did nob rise 

• s 
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in the service by parliamenteeriug interest, or 9 handsome b ■ - ■■ of 
a wife. 1 not hoisted over the bellies o| better men, nor 
strutted athwart the quarter-deck in a laced doublet, and thingumbobs 

at the wrists. D-my limbs ! I have beei^ a hardworking man, 

and served all oiheos on board from cook’s shifter, to the command 
of a vessel. Here, you Tunley, there's the hand of a seaman, you dog.” 

So saying, he laid hold on the landlord’s &st, and honoured him 
with such a squeeze, as compelled hin to r^ar wjth great vocifera¬ 
tion, to the infinite satisfaction of the commodore, whoso features 
were a little unbended by this acknowledgment of his vigour ; and 
he thus proceeded, in a less outrageous strain: ‘ ‘ They make a 

d-d noise about this engagement with the French : but, egad ! 

it was no more thiui a bum-boat battle, in comparison with some 
that I have seen. There was old Rook and Jenni»gs, and {Afiother 

whom I’ll bo d-d before 1 name, that knew ’\lfiat fighting was. 

As for my own share, d’ye see, I am none of those that halloo in 
their ov^n commendation ; but if so be that I wore minded ft) stand 
my own trumpeter, some of those little fellows that hold thd!r heads 
so liigh would be taken all aback, as the saying is : tliey would bo 

ashamed to show their colours, d- my eyes! I <^ce lay eight 

glasses alongside of the Flour da Lome^ a French man-of-war, though 
her mettle was heavier, and her complement larger by a hundred 

hands than mine. You, Jack Hatchway, d-yo, what d’yfl grin 

at! D’ye thii\k ^ tell a story, because you never heard it before ? ” 

“Why, look yo, sir,” answered the lieutenant, “I^am glad to 
find yfcu can stand your own trumpeter on occasion; thof I wish 
you would change the tune, for that is tlie same you have been 
piping every watch for these ten months past. Tunley himself will 
tell you he has heard it five hundred times.”—“God forgive you ! 
Mr. Hatchway,” said the landlord, intex’rupting him; “as I’m an 
honest man and a housekeeper, I never heard a syllable of the 
matter.” 

This declaration, though not strictly true, was extromoly agree¬ 
able to Mr. Trunnion, who, with an air of triumph, observed, 
“Aha ! Jack, I thouglit I should bring you up, with your gibes and 
your jokes: but suppose you had heard it before, is that any 
reitson why it shouldn’t be told to another person? There’s the 
stranger, belike he has hgprd it five hundred time^^ too ; han!t you, 
brother ? ” addressing himself to Mr. Pi<;Jcle ; who roplf ing, with a 
look expressing curiosity, “ No, nev^r {” he thus went otf: “Well, 
you seem to be an honest, quiet sort of a msjn ; and therefore you 
must know, as I said before, I fell* in wiili a ITrencli man*of-w*ar, 
Cape Finisterre bearing about six leagues on the weather bow, and 
the chase three leagues to leeward, *going before thq, wind : Vhere- 
upou 1 set my studding sails ; and coming qp witii her, hoisted my 
jack and ensign, and poured in a whole broaside, bofo(o you could 
*count three rattlins in the miz^n shrouds l for I always keep a good 
look-out, and love to havo’the first fire.” 

“That I’U be sworn,” said Hatchway : “for the day wo made the 
Triumjih, you ordered the men to fire when she was liull-to, by the 
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same token we below pointed the guns at a flight of gulls ; and I 
won a can of punch from the gunner by killing the fiifet bird.” 

Exasperated *at this sarcasm, he replied, with great vehemence, 

^ You lie, lubber ! -d*-your bones ! what business have you to 

come always athwart my hawse in this manner? You, Pipes, was 
upon deck, and can l^jar w'itncss whether or not I fired too soon. 

Speak, you blood of a •-, and that upon the word of a seammi; 

how did the chase?bear of us when I gavg orders to fire?” 

Pipes, who had hitherto sat silent, being thus called upon to give 
his evidence, after divers strange gesticulations, opened his mouth 
like a gasping cod,,and wiSh a cadence like that of the east wind 
singing through a cranny, pronounced, “ Half a quart/er of a league 
right ^)on our lee-boam.” 

“Nearer, you'•|,porpu3B-faced swab!” cried the commodore, 
“Nearer by twelve fathom: but, howsomever, that’s enough to 
prove falsehood of Hatchway’s jaw—and so, brother, d’ye sec,” 
turninglo Pickle, “I lay alongside of the Flour de Lome, yardarm 
aAd yardarm, plying our great guns and small arms, and heaving in 
stink-pots, yjowder-bottlcs, and hand-grenades, till our shot was all 
expended, doSble-headed, partridge and grape ; then we loaded with 
iron crows, marlinspikcs, and old nails ; but finding the Frenchman 
took good deal of drubbing, and that lie had shot away all our 
rigging, and killed and wounded a great mnnber of our men, d’ye 
SCO, I resolved to run him on board uijon his quart(3i‘, and so ordered 
our grapplinfs to be got ready ; but monsieur, perceiving whtat we 
were about, filled his topsails and sheered ofl’, leaving us like a log 
upon the water, and our scuppers running with blood.” 

Mr. Pickle and the landlord i^aid such extraordinary attention to 
the rehearsal of this exploit, that Trunnion was encouraged to enter¬ 
tain them with more stories of the same nature ; after which he 
observed, by way of eqpomiuni on tlie government, that all he had 
gained in the service was a lame foot and the loss of an eye. The 
lieutenant, wli*> could not find in his heart to lose any opportunity 
of being witty at the expense of his commander, gave a loose to his 
satirical talent once more, saying,—“ I have heard as how you came 
by your lame footP^ by having your‘upper docks over stowed with 
liquor, whereby you became crank, and rolled, d’ye see, in such a 
manner, that by a pitch of the .ship your stA.'bo.'ird heel was jammed 
in one of tl^^cuppers ; aneP as for the matter of your eye, that was 
knocked out by your own ci‘ow*wlien the Lightning was paid otf: 
there’s poor Pipes, who Wi|^ beat^i into all the colours of the rainbow 
for tsakin§ your part, and giving you time to sheer off; and I don't 
find as how you have rewarded him according as he deserves.” 

As the commddore could not deny the truth of these anecdotes, 
however unsoi^onal^y ^ey were introduced, he aflected to receive 
them with good humour, as jokes of the lieutenant’s own inventing ; 
and replied, “ ay, Ja<^, everybody knows your tongue is no 
slander : but, howsomever, I'll work you to an oil for this.you dog.” 
So saying, he lifted up one of his crutches intending to Ij^y it gently 
acro.sa Mr. Hatchway’s pate ; but Jack, with great agility, tilted up 
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his wooden leg, with which he warded off the bldw, to the no small 
admiration ofrMr. Pickle, and utter astonishmev^t of the landlord, 
who, by the bye, had expressed the same amazemeist, at the same 
feat, at the same hour, every night, for three months before. 
Trunnion then, directing his eye to the boatswain’s mate, *‘You, 
Pipes," said he, “do you go about and tell people that I did not 
reward you for standing by me, when Ij-was hustled by these 

rebellious rapscallions ? d-you, ha’n’t you b/jen rated on the 

books ever since ? ” • 

Tom, who indeed had no words to spare, sat smoking his pipe 
with great indifference, and never droanod of paying any regard to 
these interrogations ; which being repeated aM reinforced with 
many oaths, that, however, produced no effect, the commodore 

pulled out this purse, saying, “Here you b-b»by, here’s®some- 

thing better than a smart ticket;" and tlirev^'it at his silent 
deliverer, who received and pocketed his bounty, without the least 
demonstration of surprise or satisfaction ; while the donor, ^..uming 
to Mr. Pickle, “You see, brother," said he, “I make gooePthe oM 
saying ; we sailors ^eb money like horses, and spend it like asses : 
come, Pipes, let’s have the boatswain's whistle, and borjovial " 

This musician accordingly applied to his mouth the silver instru¬ 
ment that hung at a button-hole of his jacket, by a chain of the 
sanie metal, and though not quite so ravishing as the pif)e of 
Hermes, produce 1 a sound so loud and shrill, that the stranger, as 
it we^e instinctively, stopped his ears, to preserve Ids organa of 
licaring from such a dangerous invasion. The prelude being thus 
executed, Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg of an ostrich that 
depended from the ceiling, and without once moving them from that 
object, performed the whole cantata in a tone of voice that seemed 
to be the joint issue of an Iiish bagpipe and a sow-gelder’s horn : 
the commodore, the lieutenant, and landlord joined in the chorus, 
repeating this elegant stanza :— ^ 

TJujtle, bustle, brave boys' 

Let U9 Bing, let \is toll. 

And drink all the while, 

Since labour's the price of our Joys. 

The third line was no sooner pronounced, than ^he can was lifted 
to every man’s mouth Tfith admirable uniformity; and the next 
word taken up at the end of their dra.Mght with a tBi’ang equally 
expressive and harmonious. In nhort, tlie company® began to 
understand one another ; Mr. Pickle seemed to relish the entertain* 
mCnt, and a correspondence imincdiately'commenccd between jiim 
and Trunnion, who shook him by the hand, drank to^ further 
acquaintance, and even invited hiifl to a mess of perk and pease in 
the garrison. The compliment was returned, goi^-fellowship pre¬ 
vailed, and the night was pretty far advatic^, when the merchant’s 
*''man arrived with a lanteiji tq light his upaster home; upon which, 
the new friends parted, after a mutual promise of meeting next 
evening in‘the same place. 



^ A MATBtMONUL OVERTURE. 


CttAjf. tti-^Mrs. Grlszle exerts heraclf in flcdlng a proper Match for ^cr Brother; who U 
accordingly introouced to the young Lady, whom ho marries la due Season. 

I .HAVB been the more circumstantial in opening the character of 
Trunnion, because ho bears a considerable share in the course of 
these memoirs ; but iiow it is high time to resumo the'considera¬ 
tion of Mrs. Gr^5izle,*who, since her arrival in tlie country, had 
been engrossed by a double care, namely, that of finding a suitable 
match for her brother, and a comfortable yoke-follow for herself. 

Neither was this aim the result of any sinister or frail suggestion, 
but the pure dietaries of that laudable ambition which prompted her 
to the preservation of the family name. Nay, so disinterested was 
she i« this pursuit, that, postponing her nearest concert, -or at least 
leaving her ow t fate to the silent operation of her charms, she 
laboured with such indefatigable zeal in belnalf of her brother, that 
beforqp they had been throe months settled in the country, the 
genenti topic of convcrsi^tion in the neighbourhood was an*intended 
match between the I'ich Mr. Pickle and the fair Miss Appleby, 
daughter of^a gentleman who lived in the next parish, and who, 
though he had but little fortune to bestow upon Ins children, ha<l, 
to use his own phrase, replenished their veins with some of the 
besbblood in the country. 

This young lady, whose character and disposition Mrs. Grizzle 
had investigated to her own satisfaction, was de.stftied for the spouse 
of Mr. Pickle ; and an overture accordingly made to her* father, 
who, being overjoyed at the proposal, gave iris consent without 
hesitation, and even recommended the immediate execution of tho 
Xiroject with such eagerness, as seemed to indicate cither a suspicion 
of Mr. Pickle’s constancy, or a diflidenco of his own daughter’s 
complexion, which porha[)3 ho thought bjo sanguine to keep much 
longer cool. The pvivious point being thus settled, our merchant, 
at tlie instigation of Mrs. Grizzle, wont to visit his future father-in- 
law, and waf introduced to the daughter, with whom ho had, that 
same afternoon, an opportunity of being alone. AVliat passed in 
that interview I never could learn, though from the character of the 
suitor, the readSr may justly conclude that she was not much teased 
with the impertinence of hia addresses. Ho was not, I believe, the 
less welcoTjjie for that reason: certain it^s, she made no objection 
to his ta^tturiiity ; and wlien Jier father communicated his resolu¬ 
tion, acquiesced with the most pious resignation. But Mrs. Grizzle, 
iT\ order to ^ive the lady a iqpre favourable idea of his intellects 
than what lus conversation could possibly inspire, was resolved to 
dictate a lettef, which her brother should transcribe and transmit 
to hk mistress as.the produce of his own undejHBtanding,. and had 
actually composed a ,/ery tender billet for this purpose ; yet her 
intention .entirely frustrated by the misapprehension of the lovei; 
himself, who, in conseqfiencc of nil sister’s repeated admonitions, 
anticipated her scheme, by writii^ for himself, and despatching the 
letter one afternoon, \vhile Mrs. Grizzle was visiting a| the pai'son’s. 
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Neither was this step the effect of his vanity or prefeipitation ; 
but having been often assured by his sister that it was aWdutely 
necessary for 4iim to make a declaration of his k>vo in writing, he 
took this opportunity of acting in conformity with hSr advice, when 
his imagination was unengaged or undisturbdd by any other sug¬ 
gestion, without suspecting in the least that she intended to save 
him the trouble of exercising his own geniia. Left, therefore, as 
ho imagined, to his own inventions, ho down, and produced 
the following morceaUy which was transmitted to Miss Appleby, 
before his sister and counsellor had the least intimation of tho 
aflair;— 

“Miisfl Sai.ia’ AT'pr.w.Y. 

“Madam, —Unilpr-itarnlin<? yon have a parcel of heart, warran^ved sound, to he disposed 
of, shall he willing to treat for said coniuiodity, on reasunahle terms; doubt nut, shall agree 
for same; shall unit on you fur failhcr iuforiziation, when and where you shall appoint. 
This the iiftodfiil from—Yours, kc. •' 

“Gam. PrcKtE.'' 

This laconic epistle, simple arid unadorned as it was, met with os 
cordial tk reception from the person to whom it w'as addressed, as if 
it had been couclied in the most elegant terms that delicacy <ri 
passion and cultivated genius could supply ; nay, T believe, was the 
more welcome, on account of its mercantile plainnfiss ; because 
when an advantageous match is in view, a sensible woman often 
considers the flowery professions and rapturous oxclumations of love 
as ensnaring ambiguities, or, at best, impertinent preliniinArios, 
tliat retfird the fieaty they are designed to pi’omoto ; ivhcreas Mr. 
Pickle removed all disagreeable uncertainty, by descomling at once 
to the most interesting particular. 

She liad no sooner, as a dutiful child, communicated this billet- 
doux to her father, than ho, as a careful parent, visited Mr. 
Pickle, and, in presence of Mi’s. (Irizzlc, demanded a formal 
explanation of his sentiments with regard to his daughter Sally. 
Mr. Gamaliel, without any ceremony, assured him he had a 
respect for the young woman, and with Ifls good leave, would 
take her for better, for worse. Mr. Ajipleb}^ after havjng expressed 
his satisfaction that ho had fixed his aflections in his family, com¬ 
forted tho lover with the assurance of his being agreeable to the 
yoipig lady; and they forthwith proceeded to tli^,! articles of tlie 
marriage - settlement, which, being discussed and^ determined, a 
law’yer was ordered to engross them ; the wedding - clothes- were 
bought r and, in short, a day was appoirnted for tho codebration of 
their nuptials, to which everybody oA any fashion in tho ifcighbour- 
hnod was invited. Among these. Commodore Trunnion and Mr. 
Hatchway were not forgotten, heii% the*l8olo companion!? of tihe 
bridegroom, with whom, by this tin^o, they had contracted a,sort of 
intimacy at their nocturnal rendezvous. • 

They had recei’^ed a previous intimation of what was on the anvil, 
from the landlord, before Mr. Pickle thouj^ht propex to declare 
IRimself; in consequence ,of rfwhich, the^* topic of tho one-eyed 
commander's <lisconr.se, at their meeting, for several evenings before, 
had been thd folly and plague of matrirnony, on which he held forth 
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with great* veheinonco of abuse, levelled at the fair aex, whom he 
represented as devils incarnate, sent from hell to torment mankind ; 
and in particular Inveighed against old maids, for wbom he seemed 
to entertain a singular aversion ; while hia friend Jack confirmed the 
truth of all his allcgeftions, and gratified his own malignant vein at 
the same time, by clenching every sentence with a sly joke upon the 
married state, built upon some allusion to a ship or sea-faring life. 
He compared a woman 4o a great gun loaded with lire, brimstone, and 
noise, which, beiitg violently heated, wijl bounce and fly, and play 
the devil, if you don’t take special care of her breechings. He said 
she was like a hurricane that never blows from one quarter, but 
veers about to ay points of the compass. He likened her to a 

f iaintcd galley, curiously rigged, with a leak in her hold, which her 
lusbf^d would never be able to stop. He observed that her 
inclinations werejike the Bay of Biscay ; for why ? because you may 
heave your deep sea lead long enough, without ever reaching the 
bottrOin; that he who comes to anchor on a wife may And himself 

moore^in d-d foul ground, and after all, can’t for his Wood slip 

liis cable ; and that, for his own part, thof he might make short 
trips for pastime, he would never embark in woman on the voyage 
of life, bccaifte ho vras afraid of foundering In the first foul weather. 

In all probability, these insinuations made some impression on the 
mind Mr. Pickle, who was not very much inclined to run great risks 
of any kind ; but the injunctions and importunities of his sister, who 
wa„H bent upon the match, overbalanced the opinion of his sea friends, 
who fiiidinj^him dotorrniiiod to marry, notwithstanding all tl^e hints 
of caution they had thrown out, resolved to accept his iiiviUiion, and 
honoured his nuptials with their presence accordingly. 


Chap IV.— The Behaviour of Mrs Grizzle at the Wedding, with an Account of the Guests. 

I HOFE it will not be thought imcharitable, if I advance, by way of 
conjecture, that Mrs. Griz/Jo, on this grand occasion, summoned her 
whole exertion tp play oft’ the artillery of her charms on the siygle 
gentlemen whc% were invited to the entertainment ; sure T am, she 
displayed to the best advantage all tlje engaging qualities she 
possessed^ •her affability at dinner was altogether uncommon, her 
attention to the guests was superfluously liosjiitable, her tongue was 
slieathed with a most agreeable and infantine lisp, her address was 
perfect^ obliging, ancr thou^i, conscious of the extraordinary 
capacity of her mouth, she wouM not venture to hazard a laugh, she 
modelled her iips into an enchanting simper, which played on her 
countenance all dky long ; nay, she even pTOfited* by that defect in 
her vision we have already observed, and securely contemplated those 
features which were most J:o her liking, w'Jiile the rest of the compan/ 
believed her regards were disposed in a quite contrary direction. 
With what humility of complaisance did she receive the^ompjiments 
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of those who could not help praising the elegance of the haliq[Uel' i 
and how piou^y did she seiao that opportunity of ^sommomorating the 
honours of her sire, by observing that it was no ^lerit in her to 
understand something of entertainments, she had occasion to 
Ijreside at so many, during the mayoralty of her papa ! 

Far from discovering the least sympU>m of pride and exultation 
when the oj)ulence of her family became the Subject of conversation) 
she assumed a severity of countenance ; and!^ l^^iving moralized 
on the vanity of riches, deoJared that those who looked on nor as a for¬ 
tune were very much mistaken ; for her father hftd left her no more 
than a poor five thousand pounds, whicji, with what little she had 
saved of the interest since his death, was all shu<hud to depend on : 
indeed, if she had placed her cliief felicity in wealth, she should not 
have been so forward in destroying her own expectations, by af’.vising 
and promoting the event atwhich they were now so happily assembled; 
but she hoped she should always have virtue enough to postpone any 
interested consideration, when it should happen to clash with the 
liappinoSs of her friends. Finally, such was her modesty akid self- 
denial, that she industriously informed those whom it might concern, 
that she was no less than three years older than the lyide ; though 
had she added ten to the reckoning, she would have committed no 
mistake in point of computation. 

To contribute us much as lay in her power to the satisfaction of 
all present, she in the afternoon regaled them with a tune on the 
harpsichord, acc(fmpanied with her voice, which, thq^igh not the 
most melodious in the world, I dare say, would have been equally 
at their service could she have vied with Philomel in song ; and as 
the last efi:brt of her complaisance, when dancing was proposed) she 
was prevailed on, at the request of her new sister, to open the ball 
in i)erson. 

In a word, Mrs. Orizzlo was the principal figure in this festival, 
and almost eclipsed tho bride ; who, far fr(iai seeming to dispute 
the pre-eminence, very wisely allowed her to make the best of her 
talents ; conteiitii^; norself with the lot to which*^ fortune had 
already called her, and which she imagined would not bo tlie less 
desirable if her sister-in-law were detaclied from the family. 

1 believe I need scarce advertise the reader, ^at, during this 
whole entertainment, the commodore and his lieutenant werq quite 
out of their element; and this, indoe^, was the ca^jp with the 
bridegroom himself, who beir^ utterly unacquainted with any sort 
of polite commerce, found himself under a very disagreeable 
restraint during the whole scene. • « * 

Trunnion, who had scarce ever been on shore till he was paid oS*, 
and never once in his whole life the company/)f any females 
above the rank oS those who herd on the Point at Portsmouth, was 
more embarrassed about his behaviour than* if he had been suiv 
ounded at sea by the wholo^ French navy. He had* never' pro¬ 
nounced the word “ madaid " since he wal born ; so thati far from 
entering intp conversation with the ladies, he would not even l^tum 
the complimint, or give the least nod of civility when they drank 
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to his health; and, I verily believe, would rather have suffered 
suffocation than £^owed the simple phrase—“your servant,” to 
proceed from his mouth. He was altogether as liiflcxiblo with 
respect to the attituc^s of his body ; for, either througli obstinacy 
or bashfulnesB, he sat upright without motion, insomuch that ho 
provoked the mirth of a certain wag, who, addressing himself to the 
neutenant, asked whether that was the commodore himself, or the 
wooden lion that Jised ^ stand at his gate ?—an image, to which, it 
must be owned, Mr. Trunnion’s person boro no,iaint resemblance. 

Mr. Hatchway, wlio was not quite so unpolished as the commo¬ 
dore, and had certain notions that seemed to approach the idea.s of 
common life, mad# a less uncouth appearance ; but then he was a 
wit, and though of a very peculiar genius, partook largely of tliat 
dispewtion which is common to all wits, who never enjoy themselves 
except when the# talents meet with tiujso marks f)f distinction and 
veneration which, in tlieir own opinion, tliey deserve. 

The#o circumstances being promised, it is not to bo wondered at, 
if thisstriumvirate made no objections to the proposal, when some 
of the grave ponsonagea of the company made a motion for adjourn¬ 
ing into anQ^ther apartment, where they might enjoy their pipes 
and ])ottlos, while the young folks indulged themselves in the 
continuance of their own favounto diversion. Thus rescued, as it 
were, from a state of annihilation, the fir.st use the two lads of the 
castle made of their existence was to ply the bridegroom so hard 
with bumpers, that in less than an hour he inad^ divers ettbi*ts to 
sing, and soon after was carried to bed, deprived of all moJiner of 
sensation, to the utter disappointment of the brido-rnen and maids, 
who, by this accident, were prevented from tlirowiiig the stocking, 
and performing certain other ceremonies practised on such occasions. 
As for the bride, she bore tliLs misfortune with great good humour, 
and, indeed, on all occasions, behaved like a discreet woman, 
perfectly well acfluai'jited with the nature of her own situation. 


Chap. V.—Mrs. PicMb asautnes the Reins of Government In her own Family—Her Sister- 
in-law undertahe%An Enterprise of Rrest Moment, but is for some time divertied from her 
' Forpose by a very interesting Consideration. ^ 

WiiA'nsvftlT deference, iiol to say submission, she had paid to Mrs. 
Grizide before she was so iiearty allied to her family, she no sooner 
became Mrs. Pickle thnn she J^hought it incumbent on her to act 
up to the dignity of tlie character; and, the very day after tho 
marri^e, veuj^ured to dispute awith her sister-in-law on the subject 
of her own pedigree, which she affirmed to ba more honourablo 
in all respects than that of her husband ; observing that several 
younger brbtliers of her house had arrived at the sUtipn of lor<3t* 
mayor of London, which was tho fiiglmst pitch of greatness that 
afiy of Jd^r. Pickle's predecessors had ever attained. , 

This presumption <was like a thunderbolt to Mrs^ Grizzle^ lyho 
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began to petcclve that she had not succeeded guito so well as she 
imagined, in selecting for her brother a gentle and obedient yoke¬ 
fellow, who nould always treat her with thalf profound respect 
which she thought due to her superior genius, a\id be entirely 
regulated by her advice and direction : howov%r, she still continued 
to manage the reins of government in the house, reprehending the 
servants as usual; an office she performed ■»gth great capacity, and 
in which she seemed to bike singular deligli*, until Mrs. Pickle, on 
pretence of consulting her case, told her one dity she would take 
that trouble on hcrSelf, andl for the future assume the management 
of her own family. Nothing could be more mortifying to Mrs. 
Grizzle than such a declaration ; to which, after a considerable 
pause, and strange distortion of look, she replied : *‘I sliall never 
refuse or repine at any trouble that may conduce to my brother’s 
advantege.”—“ Dear madam,”answered the siste^i^ “ I am infinitely 
obliged for your kind coticorn for Mr. Pickle’s interest, whicli 1 
consider as my own, but I cannot bear to see you a sufferer your 
friciidsluip ; and, therefore, insist on exempting you from th(j_ fatigue 
you have home so long. ” * 

In vain did the other protest that she took pleasure in the task : 
Mrs. Pickle iiscribed the assurance to lier excess of ('hmpiaisance; 
and expressed such tenderness of zeal for her dear sister’s health 
and tran(]uillity, that the reluctant maiden found herself obliged to 
resign her authority, without enjoying the least pretext for com¬ 
plaining of her being deposed. 

Thia^ disgrace was attended by a fit of peevish dovotiofi that lasted 
three or four weeks; during which period she had the additional 
chagrin of seeing the young lady gain an absolute ascendency over 
the mind of her brother, who w'as persuaded to set up a gay 
eciuipage, and improve his housekeeping, by an augmentation in 
bis expense, to the amount of a thousand a year at least; though 
his alteration in the economy of his househq^d effected Ho change 
in his own disposition, or manner of life ; for as soon as the painful 
ceremony of receiving and returning visits was porfoBincd, he had 
recourse again to the company of his sea friends, with whom ho 
spent the best part of bis time. But if be was satisfied with his 
condition, the case was otherwise with Mrs. Grizzle, who, finding 
her imporbince in the family greatly diminished, *her attractions 
neglected by all the miile sex in the neighbourhood, and the 
withering hand of time hang threatening over her builds-b®ga*i to 
feel the horror of eternal virgin!ty,^wid, in a sort of desperation, 
resolved at any rate to rescue herself frgm that reproachful and 
uncomfortable situation. 

Thus determined, sbo formed a ]tlan, the execution of which, to 
a spirit loss enterprising and sufficient than herl, would have 
appeared altogether impracticable : this was no other than to make 
a conquest of the commodore’s heart, which the readef will easily 
pelieve was not veiy susceptible of tendeieimpressions; but, on the 
contrary, fortified with insensibility and prejudice against the 
charms of Ihe whole sex, and particularly prepossessed to the 
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prejudice of that class distinguished by the appellation of old maids, 
in which Mrs. Grizzle was by this time unhaiipily ranked. Sho 
nevorthclesa took 1;he field ; and having invested this seemingly 
impregnable fortress, began to break ground one day, when Trun¬ 
nion dined at her bAithcr’a, by springing certain ensnaiing com¬ 
mendations on the honesty and sincerity of seafaring people, paying 
a particular attention |o his plate, and affecting a simper of appro¬ 
bation at everything lie said, which liy any means she could con¬ 
strue into a joke,»or with modesly be supposed to hear : nay, even 
when he loft decency on the left hand, which w’as often the case, 
she ventured to ixiprimand his freedom of speech with a gracious 
grin, saying, “Sure you gontloinen belonging to the sea have such 
an odd way with you.” But all this comphieency was so ineffectual, 
that, ^r from suspecting the true cause of it, the commodore, that 
very evening, at club, in presence of her brother, with whom 
by this time he could take any manner of freedom, did not scruple 

to d—— her for a squinting, block-faced, chattering p-kitchen ; 

and iimnediately after drank “Despair to all old maid.si” The 
tftast Mr. Pickle pledged without the least hesitation, and next 
day intimated to his sister, who bore the indignity with surprising 
resignation, ftml did not tlmrefore desist frmu her scheme, unpro¬ 
mising as it seemed to be, until her attention was called off, and 
engage^ in another care, which for some time interrupted the 
progress of this design. 

Her sister had not been married many months, when she ex¬ 
hibited evidint symptoms of pregnancy, to the general satisfaction 
of all concerned, and the inexpressible joy of Mrs. Grizzle, who, as 
W'o have already hinted, was more interested in the jireservation of 
the family name than in any other consideration whatever. She 
therefore no sooner discovered appearances to justify and confirm 
her hopes, than, postponing her own purpose, and laying aside 
tliat pique and resentipent sho had conceived from tlie beliaviour of 
Mrs. Pickle, when she superseded her authority ; or perhaps, con¬ 
sidering herein no other light than that of the vehicle which 
contained, and was destined to convey, her brother’s heir to light, 
she determined to exert her uttermost in nursing, tending, and 
cherishing her (hiring the term of her important chaise. With 
this view she purchased Culpepper’s Midwifery, which ivitli tho 
sagacibus performance dignified with AritftoMe’s name, she studied 
with indol^lJgable care; and dili^ntly perused the Complete House¬ 
wife, together with Quincy’s “Dispensatory, culling every jelly, 
marmahide, and conservt^which these authors recommend as either 
Salutery or toothsome, for tho benefit and comfort of her sister-in- 
law, during her gestation. Sh^ restricted her from eating roots, 

S ot-herbs, fruif, and all sorts of vegetables; and one day, when 
Ira. Pickle had plucked a peach with her own hand, and was in 
the verv act*of putting it between her teeth, Mrs. Grizzle perceived ^ 
the rash attempt, and running up t(9 her, fell on her knees in tho 
garden, entreating her, with tears in her eyes, to resist such a 
pernicious appetite. ^Hor request was no sooner coiiiplied with, 
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thAn fecollecting, that if her sister’s longins ivas balked, *the child 
might be afrec|ea with seine disagreeable mark or dei>lorablo disease, 
she begged ds earnestly that she would swallow the fruit, and in 
the mean time ran for some cordial water of her own composing, 
which she foi-ced on her sister, ns an antidotd^ to the poison she had 
received. 

This excessive zeal and tenderness did not^fail to be very trouble¬ 
some to Mrs. Pickle, who, having revolved divers plans for the 
recovery of her own eascj, at length determined to engage Mrs. 
Grizzle in such employment as would interrupt that clovso attendance, 
which she found so tcazing and disagreeable. Neither did she 
wait long for an opportunity of putting her resolution in practice. 
The veiy next day a gentleman happening to dine with Mr. Picklfe, 
unfortunately mentioned a pinc-applo, part of which he hadifiaten a 
week before at the hou&o of a nobleman, who liwed in another part 
of the country, at the distance of a huiulrcd miles at least. 

The name of this fabd fruit was m* sooner pronouncfd, than 
Mrs. (Trnzzlc, who inces.santly watched her sister’s looks, rf'ook tjjie 
alarm, because she thought they gave ceitain indications of curio¬ 
sity and desire ; and after having observed, that she herselt could 
never eat pine ajiples, which were altogether unnatur^ productions, 
extorted hy the forte of aitificial fire, out of filthy manure, asked, 
W’ith a faltering voice, if Mrs. Pickle was not of her way of /diink- 
ing? This young lady, who wanted neither slyness nor iienetra- 
tion, at once ^Tivined her meaning, and leplicd, jrith seeming 
uncoKcem, that for her own part she should never icjiino if there 
was not a jiiiie-apple in the universe, provided she could indulge 
herself with the fruits of her own country. 

This answer was calculated for tho benellt of the stranger, who 
would certainly have sulTered for his imprudence by the resentment 
of Mrs. Grizzle, had her sister expressed the least relish for the 
fruit ill question. It had the d<\sired cifect^aiid re-established the 
peace of the company, which was not a little endangered by tho 
gentleman’s want of considciation. Next momingj^owever, after 
breakfast, the pregnant lady, in pursuance of her plan, yawned, as 
it were hy accident, full in the face of her niaideu sister, who, 
b€ing infinitely disturbed by this convulsion, %,ffirmed it was a 
symptom of longing, and insisted upon knowii% the object in 
desire ; when Mrs. Pickie, affecting a sipile, told her had eatCn 
a most delicious ])ine-a])])le in h^ Kleeji. This decj«:abion was 
attended with an immediate scream, uttered b}’^ Mrs. Grizzle, who 
instantly perceiving her sister sut'iyised pA tho exclamation, clasped 
her in her arms, and assured her, with a sort of hysterical laugh, 
that she could not help screamiiffg with joy, because she had it 
in her power to gratify her dear sister’s wish ; a* lady in the neigh¬ 
bourhood having promised to send her, in a preaentj a coujdSi of 
♦ delicate pine-apples, which she would on tliat very day go dn 
quest of. * • 

Mrs. Picklo would by no means consent to this proposal, on pre¬ 
tence of spgkring tho other unnecessary fatigue, and assured her, 
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that if she had any^^osire to eat a pine-apple, it was so faint, tliat 
the disappointment could produce no bad consequence. But this 
assurance was conveyed in a maimer, which she krtfew very well 
how to adopt, that, instead of dissuading, rather stimulated Mrs. 
Grizzle to set out imftiediately, not on a visit to that lady, whose 
jironiiso she herself had feigned with a view of consulting her sister’s 
to^nquillity, but on a random search through the whole country for 
this unlucky fruit, w}ii6h was like to produce so much vexation and 
prejudice to her and her father’s house. 

During three whole days and nights did she, attended by a valet, 
ride from place to place without success, unmindful of her health, 
and careless of herjroputation, that began to suffer from the nature 
of her iiupiivy, which was pursued W'ith such peculiar eagerness 
and distraction, that everybody with whom she conversed, looked 
upon her as an iTSihappy person, whusc intellects were not a little 
disordered. 

BafB^d in all Iior researches within the county, she at length 
rgsolverl to visit that veiy nobleman at whose house the -oflicioiis 
stranger li/wl been (ftir her) so uuff>rtunately rogiiled, and actually 
arrived, in a iiost-chaiso, at the jdaco of his liabitation, where she 
introduced hbr busincsss as an affair on w'luch the happiness of a 
whole family depended. By virtue of a present to his lordship’s 
gardener, she procured the Hesperian fruit, with which she returned 
in triumph. 


CirA.p. VI.—Mrs. Orlzzlo is imicfatiRable In gratifying lior Sifter’s Longings—Peregrine is 
born, and minagod coiitraiy to the Directions and Iteinonstrancc.s of his Aunt, who 
is disgusted upon that account, and resumes the Plan which she Lad befoTe rejected. 

The success of this c^evico would have encouraged Mrs. Pickle to 
practice more of the same sort upon her sister-in-law, had she not 
been deterred by a violent fever Avhich seized her zealous ally, in 
consequence of the fatigue and uneasiness she had undergone; 
which, while it lasted, as effectually conduced to her repose, as any 
other BtratageniAslio could inv^ent. But Mrs. Grizzle’s health was 
no sooner restored, than the other, being as much incommoded as 
ever, was obliged, in her oAvn defence, .lao have recourse to some 
other coq^itvance ; and managed her artifices in suclx a manner, as 
leaves it at this diiy a doubt whether she Avas really so whimsical 
and capricious in her appetites as she herself protended to be ; for 
her longings were not rdsfricted to the demands of the palate and 
stomaoh, but also affected all tlj© other organs of sense, and even 
invaided her inftigination, which at this period seemed to be strangely 
diseased. 

.Quo time^flho longed to pinch her husband’s ear ; and it was with 
infinite difficulty that his^sister could prevail upon him to undergt^ 
the opisration. Yet this task Avas easy, in comparison with another 
she undertook for the gratification of Mrs. Pickle’s unaccountable 
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desire; which was no other than to persuaded the commodore to 
submit his chi^ to the mercy of the big-bellied lady, who ardently 
wished for an opportunity of plucking three black hairs from his 
beard. When this proposal was first communicated to Mr. Trunnion 
by the husband, his answer was nothing but a dreadful effusion of 
oaths, accompanied with such a stare, and delivered in such a tone 
of voice, as te;.Tificd the poor beseecher into^^iramcdiate silence ; so 
that Mrs. Grizzle was vain to take the whole enterprise upon herself, 
and next day \vcnb to tho^garrison accordingly, whore, having ob¬ 
tained entrance by means of the lieutenant, who, while his com¬ 
mander was asleep, ordered her to be admitted for the joke’s sake, 
she waited patiently till he turned out, and thfti accosted him in 
the yard, where he used to iierform his morning walk. Ho was 
thunderstruck at the appearance of a wtirnan in a place Ifb had 
hitherto kept sacred from the whole sex, and innftodiately began to 
utter an apostrophe to Tom Pipes, whose turn it ivas then to watch ; 
when Mrs. Grizzle, falling on her knees before him, conjured him, 
with many pathetic supplications, to hear and grant her Request, 
which was no sooner signified, than he bellowed in such an outrageous 

manner tliat the whole court re-echoed the opprobriou»,term b-, 

and the word damnation, which he repeated with surprising volu¬ 
bility, without any sort of propriety or connection ; and retreated 
into his penetralia, leaving the baffled devotee in the humble posture 
she had so unsuccessfully cho.sen to melt hia obdurate heart. 

Mortifying as this repulse must liave been to a lady of her stately 
disposition, she did not relinquish her aim, but endeavoured to 
interest the commodore’s counsellors and adherents in her cause. 
With this view slie solicited the interest of Mr. Hatchway, wluj, 
being highly pleased with a circumstance so productive of mirth and 
diversion, readily entered into her measures, and promised to 
employ his whole influence foi her satisfaction ; and as for the 
boatswain’s mate, lie was rendered propitiou.f'by the present of a 
guinea, which she slipped into his hand. In short, Mr^. Grizzle was 
continually engaged in this negotiation for the space of ten days, 
during which, the commodore was so incessantly pestered with her 
roinonstrances, and the admonitions of his associates, that he swora 
his "people had a design upon his life, which becoming a burden to 
him, he at last complied^ and was conducted to the scene like a 
victim to the altar, or rather like a rcluctfinb bear, whence is led to 
the stake amidst the shouts and cri§s of butchers and tlfbir dogs. 
After all, this victory was not quite so decisive as the conquerors 
imagined ; for the patient being sel^ and ’the performer prepared 
with a pair of pincers, a small difliculty occurred : she could ijot for 
some time discern one black hair oti the whole supcrfices of Mr. 
Trunnion’s face, •when Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and 
disconcerted, had recourse to a magnifying-giass that stood upon her 
toilet; and, after a most accurafic examinaUon, discovered a fibre of 
a dusky hue, to which tho’instrumenb being applied, Mrs. Pickle 
pulled it up by the roots, to the no small discomposure of the owner, 
who, feeling iho smart much more severe than ho had expected, 
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started ito, and swoiig he would not part with another hair to save 
them all from damnation. ^ 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and resignation; Mrs. 
Grizzle repeated her entreaties with great humility ; but finding him 
deaf to all her prayers, and absolutely bent upon leaving the house, 
she clasped his knees, and begged for the love of God that ho would 
have compassion upon a distressed family, and endure a litfle more 
for the sake of the pooi* infant, who would otherwise be bom with 
a gray board upon its chin. Far from being melted, ho was rather 
exasperated by this reflection ; to which he replied with great 

indignation, “ D-- you for a yawsighted b-! he’ll be hanged 

long enough before* he has any beard at all: ” so saying, ho dis¬ 
engaged himself from her embraces, flung out at the door, and 
hattediJiiomewards with such surprising speed, that the lioutenant 
could not overtake him until ho had arrived at his own gate ; and 
Mrs. Grizzle was so much aflectod with his escape, that her sister, in 
pure compassion, desired she would not afflict licrself, protesting 
tlyit hei»own wish was already gratified, for she had pluckdU three 
hairs at once, having from the beginning been dubious of the 
commodore’s j^ationee. 

But the labours of this assiduous kinswoman did not end with the 
achievement of this adventure; her eloquence or industry was 
employed without ceasing in llie performance of other tasks imposed 
by the ingenious craft of her sistcr-in-law, who at another time 
conceived aruinsuppressible ailcction for a fricassc^ of frogs, which 
should bo tno genuine natives of France ; so that there wis a 
necessity for despatching a messenger on purpose to that kingdom ; 
but as slio could not depend upon the integrity of any common 
servant, Mrs. Grizzle undertook that province, and actually set sail 
in a cutter for Boulogne, from whence she returned in eight-aiid- 
forty liours with a tub full of those live animals, which being 
dressed' according to a-rt, her sister would not tasto them, on 
pretence that her lit of longing was past: but then her inclinations 
took a differeftt turn, and fixed themselves uj)on a curious imple- 
mout belonging to a lady of quality in the neighbourhood, winch 
was rep(^rted to be a great curiosity; this W'as no other than a 
porcelain cliainbof-pot of admirable w'orkmanship, contrived by tJlio 
honourable owntjr, who kept it for her ovm private use, and 
cherished it as a utensil of inestimable val^e. 

Mrs. Gjizzle shuddered at the first hint she received of her sister’s 
dosiro to possess this piece of luruituro; because she knew it was 
not to be purchased ; and the kidy’s character, which was none of 
the most anmble in point of humanity and condescension, forbad 
all hop^ of bojjrowing it for a fleason : she therefore attempted to 
reason down this capricious appetite, as an extravagance of iin;^ina- 
tiou which ought to be combated and repressed ; and Mrs, Pickle, to 
all appearance, was convinced and satisfied by her ai^uments and* 
advice; but, nevertheless*could make us& of no other convenience, 
and was threatened with a very dangerous suppression.« Boused at 
the peril in which she supposed her to be, Mrs. Grizzlg floiv to the 
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lady’s house, and, having obtained a private audience, disclosed the 
melancholy situation of her sister, and imploredT the benevolence of 
her ladyship,f who, contrary to expectation, deceived her very 
graciously, and consented to indulge Mrs. Pickle’s longing. Mr. 
Pickle began to be out of humour at the expense to which ho was 
exposed by the caprice of his wife, who was herself alarmed at this 
last accident, and for the future kept her .fancy within bounds; 
insomuch, that without being subject to any more extraordinary 
trouble, Mrs. Grizzle reaped the long-wished fruits of her dearest 
expectation in tho birth of a fine boy, whom her sister in a few 
mouths brought into the world. 

1 shall omit the description of the rejoicings, "which were infinite 
on this important occasion, and only ol)sorve that Mrs. Pickle’s 
mother and aunt stood godmothers, and the commodore assisted at 
the ceremony as godfather to tho child, who was.c;hrislened oy the 
name of Peregrine, in compliment to the memory of a deceased 
uncle. "While the mother was confined to her bed, and incapable 
of maintaining her own authority, Mrs. Giizzle took charg^ of the 
infant by a double claim, and superintended, with surprising vigi¬ 
lance, the nurse and inidwrife in all tho particulars of their respec¬ 
tive oflices, which wore performed by her express di**ection. But 
no sooner was Mrs. Pickle in a condition to reassumo the manage¬ 
ment of her own aflairs, than she thought proper to alter certain 
regulations concerning the child, which had obtained in consequence 
of her sister’s orders, directing, among other innovations, that the 
bandages with which tho infant had been so neatly rolled uj), like 
an Egyptian mummy, should be loosened and laid aside, in order to 
rid nature of all restraint, and give the blood free scope to circulate ; 
and with her own hands she plunged liim headlong every morning 
into a tub full of cold water. This operation seemed so barbarous 
to tho tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that she not only opposed it 
with all her eloquence, shedding abundanjee of tears over the 
sacrifice fwhon it was made ; but took horse immediately, and 
departed for tho habitation of an eminent country pK'^sician, whom 
she consulted in these words: “Pray, doctor, is it not both 
flangerous and cruel to be tho means of letting a poor tender infant 
perish, by sousing it in water as cold as ice? ”—‘VYes,” replied the 
doctor, “downright murder, I affirm.”— “I see yon arc a person of 
great learning and wigacify,” said tho other; “ and 1 must bo^ you 
will be so good as to signify your opinion in your own lifaq^writing," 
The doctor immediately complied vith her request, and expressed 
himself upon a slip of paper to this purpofj,e :— 

“ These are to certify whom It may concem, that I firmly believe, and It Is my nnatter- 
able opinion, that whosoever letteth an infau^ perish, by sousing it in cold water, even 
tbuufch the said water should not be so cold as ice. Is in effect guilty efthe murder of the 
said Iniant, as witness vJiy hand, 

" Comfit CoLOCTKin,'* 

'• Having obtained this certificate, for which the pliysician was 
handsomely .acknowledged*, she returned Sxulting, and hoping, ^th', 
such authority, to overthrow aU opposition. Accordingly, next 
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morning,' when ho» nephew w<a8 about to untlorgo his diurnal 
baptism, she procbiced tlie commission, whereby s^io conceived 
herself empowered to overrule such inliuman proceedings. But 
she was disappointed in her expectation, confident as it was ; not 
that Mrs. Pickle prete*ided to dill'cr in opinion from Dr. Colocynth, 
“for whose character and sentiments,” said she, “I have sucli 
veneration, that I shall cai’efully observe the caution implied in 
this very certificate by ^vljich, far from condemning my method of 
practice, he only asserts that killing is murder; an asseveration, 
the truth of which, it is to be hoped, I sliall never dispute.” 

Mrs. Grizzle, who, sooth to say, had ratlicr too superficially 
considered the clawo by which she iJiought herself authorized, 
perused the paper with more accuracj^, and was confounded at her 
own w%]nt of penetration. Vet, though she was confuted,‘she w^a8 
by no means convinced that her objecti'tns to tlio cold bath were 
unreasonable; on the contrary, after having bestowed sundry 
opprobijious epithets on the physician, for his want of knowledge 
arj/d camiour, she protested iii the most earnest and solemn manner 
against tlie pernicious [iractico of dip]iing the child—a piece of 
cruelty which, with God's assistance, she should never sufl'er to be 
indicted on her own issue ; and washing her liands (tf the melancholy 
consequence that would certainly ensue, shut herself up in lier 
closet, to indulge her sorrow and vexation. Slie wms deceived, 
however, in her jirognostic. Tlie boy, instead of declining in point 
of health, sealed to aetjuire fresh vigour from every plunge, as if 
he had been resolved to iliscredit the wisdom and foresight 6f his 
aunt, who in all probability could never forgive liim for this want 
of reverence and respect. This conjecture is founded upon lier 
behaviour to liiiii in the sequel of liis infancy, during winch she 
was known to torture him more than once, w'heii she had opjior- 
tunities of thrusting pins into his llesh, without any danger of being 
detected. In a w'ord, Jjcr affections were in a little time altogether 
.alienated from this hope of lier family, whom she abandoned to the 
conduct of his ^llothe.^, wliose province it undoubtedly w'as to manage 
tlie nurture of her own child ; wliile she herself resumed her o[)cra- 
tions upon the conimodoro, whom she was resolved at any rate to 
captivate and enslave. And it must bo owned that Mrs. Grizzle's 
knowledge of the'human heart never shone so conspicuous as in the 
methods she pursued for the accomplishment of this important ^lini. 

Throughrt tlie rough unpolished hulk that cased the soul of 
Trunnion, she could easily distinguisli a large share of that vanity 
and self-conceit tliat gcnonlly pr.edominatc even in tlie most savage 
breast; and to this she constantly appealed. In his presence slie 
always exclaimed against the cr^It and dishonest dissimulation of 
the world, and nevcj.‘ failed of uttering particular iirvoctives against 
those arts of chicanery in wliicli tlie lawyers are so conversant, to 
the prejudice^'and ruin of their fellow-creatures ; obser\’ing that, in 
a seafaring life, so far as sTle had opportiiilities of judging or being 
informed, there was nothing but friendship, sincerity, and a hearty 
contempt for everything that was mean or selfish. , 
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This kind of conversation, with the assis^nce of 'certain par¬ 
ticular civiU|iefi, insensibly made an impression on the mind of the 
commodore, and that the more eifectual as hU farmer prepossessions 
were built upon very slender foundations. His antipathy to old 
maids, which ho had conceived upon hearty, began gradually to 
diminish when ho found they were not quite such infernal animals 
as they had been represented ; and it was not long before he was 
heard to observe, at the club, that Pickle'^ sister had not so much 

of the core of b-in*her as he had imagifted. This negative 

compliment, by the medium of her brother, st>on reached the ears 
of Mrs, Grizzle, who, tlius encouraged, redoubled all her arts and 
attention ; so that, in less than three mon|[;hs after, he in the 

same place distinguished her with the epithet of a d-d sensible 

jade. 

Hatchway, taking the alarm at this declaration, which he feared 
foreboded something fatal to his interest, told his commander, with 
a sneer, that site had sen.se enough to bring him to under lp?r stern ; 
and he did not doubt but that such an old crazy vessel would bo 
the better fur being taken in tow. “ But howsoniever,” added this 
arch adviser, “ I’d have you take care of your upper-works ; for if 
once you are made fast to her poop, egad ! she’ll spafik it away, and 
make every beam in your body cnick with straining.” 

Our sho-projoctor’s whole plan liad like to have been ru^ed by 
the etfcct which this malicious hint had upon Trunnion, whose rage 
and suspicion '‘ocing wakened at once, his colour changed from 
tawny to a cadaverous pale, and then shifting to a dfibp and dusky 
red, such as we sometimes observe in the sky when it is replete 
W'ith thunder, he, after his usual i)reanible c«f unmeaning oaths, 

answered iu these words:—“ JD-ye, you jury-Iegg’d dog, you 

would give all the stowage in your hold to be as sound as I am ; 
and as for being taken in tow, d’ye see, I’m not so disabled but that 
I can lie my course, and j)orform my voyage witliout any assistance ; 
and, egad ! no man shall ever see Hawser Trunnion lagging astern 
in the wake of e’er a b-iu Christendom.” i> 

Mrs. Grizzle, wh.o every morning interrogated her brother with 
regard to the subject of his night’s conversation with his friends, 
soon received the unwelcome news of ^ho comi*odore’s aversion to 
matrimony ; and justly imputing the greatest ^fert of his disgust 
to the satirical insitiua^ns of Mr. Hatchway, resolved to Ibvel this 
obstruction to her success, and actually found mefAi%to interest 
him in her scheme. She had ifldeed, on some occasions, a par¬ 
ticular knack at making converts, being, probably not unacquainted 
with that grand system of persuiuiion which is adopted by the 
greatest personages of tho ago, fraught with maxims much more 
eflectual than *11 the eloquence of TuUy or Demosthenes, even 
when supported by the demonstrations of ftuth; besides, Mr. 
Hatchway^s fidelity to his new ally was confirmed his foreseeing, 
in his captain’s marriage, ab infinite feind of gratification iot ms 
own^ cynipal disposition. Thus, therefore, converted and properly 
caationed,(be for the future suppressed all the virulence of his wit 
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against the matrimonial state; and as he know not how to open 
his mouth in <!he positive praise of any person^hatever, took all 
opportunities of excepting Mrs, Grixzle, by name, from the,censures 
he liberally bestowed upon the rest of her sex, “She is not a 
drunkardj like Nan tJastick, of Deptford,” he would say; “not a 
ninoomcoop, like Peg Simper, of Woolwich; not a brimstone, like 
Kate Koddlo, of Chatham; nor a shrew, like Nell Griffin, on the 
Point, Portsmouth ” (htdies to whom, at different times, they had 
both paid their addresses); “but alight, good-humoured, sensible 
wench, who knows very well how to box her com]>a8s ; well-trimmed 
aloft and well-sheathed alow, with a good cargo under her hatches.” 
The commodore at .first imaginod this commendation was ironical; 
but, hearing it repc.ated again and again, was filled with astonish- 
ment^ij^t this surprising change in the lieutenant’s behaviour ; and, 
after a long iit«of musing, concluded that Hatchway himself 
harboured a matrimonial design on the person of Mrs. Grizzle. 

Pleased with this conjecture, lie rallied Jack in his turn, and one 
niglit V^'*i*ted her health as a compliment to his pjission—4 circum- 
sbnice which the lady learned next day by the usual canal of her 
intelligence ; and interpreting as the result of his own tenderness 
for her, she congratulated herself on the \ ictoiy she had obtained ; 
and thinking it unnecessary to continue the ro.servc she had hitherto 
industriously affected, resolved from that day to sweeten her beha¬ 
viour towards him with such a dash of affection as could not fail to 
persuade him that ho had inspired her with a rccfju-ocal flainc. In 
consequoiyo of this determination, ho was invited to dinner, and 
while he stayed treated with such cloying proofs of her regard, that 
not only the rest of the company, but even Trunnion himself, 
perceived her drift; and taking the alarm accordingly, could not 
help exclaiming, “ Oho ! I see how the land lies, and if I don’t 

weather the point. I’ll bo d-d.” Having thus expressed himself 

to his afflicted inamorata, ho rna'dc the best of his way to the garrison, 
in which he shut hinlliolf up for the space of ten days, and had no 
communicatiou with his friends and domestics but by looks, which 
wore most significantly picturesque. 


Chav VII.—Diwi-s Stratagfm>< are invented and put in practice, in firdoT lo ovcTCome the 
ObaUnacjl^ of i'ruiinion, who, at length, is teuaed and tortmed intj the No'ise of 
Wedlock. 

Tms abrupt departure and unliind docl.aration affected Mrs. Grizzlo 
so much., that she fell sick of soitow and mortification; and after 
having confined* herself to her* bed for three dps, sent for her 
brother, told him she perceived her end drawing near, and desired 
that a lawyee might be brought, in order to write her last wiU. Mr. 
Pickle, surprised at her 4^mand, began, to act the part of a com¬ 
forter, assuring her that her distemper wa.s not at all dangerous, 
and that he would instantly send for a physician, who wohld convince 



86 


rEREGEINB PIOKLE. 


her that she was in no manner of jeopardy ; so that thoro was no 
occasion at presents to employ any officious attorney in such a melan¬ 
choly task. Indeed, this affectionate brother was of •opinion that a 
will was altogether superfluous at any rate, a^ he himself was heir- 
at-law to his sister’s whole real and personal estate. But sho 
insisted on his compliance with such determined obstinacy, that he 
could no longer resist her importunities ; and a scrivener arriving, 
she dictated and executed her will, in wl^ich |he bequeathed to 
Commodore Trunnion one thousand pounds, to purchase a mourning- 
ring, which she hoped he would wear as a pledge of her friendship 
and affection. Her brother, though he did not much relish this 
testimony of her love, nevertheless that saum evening gave an 
account of this particular to Mr. Hatchway, wlio was also, as Mr. 
Pickle assured him, generousl}^ remembered by the testatrix.^ 

I’ho lieutenant, fraught with this piece of intt’lligcnco, watclied 
for an opportunity ; and as soon as he perceived the commodore’s 
features a little unbended from that fercicious contraction they had 
retained^so long, ventured to inform him that Pickle’s sister Ifty at 
the point of death, and that she had left him a thousand pounds in 
her will. This piece of nows overwhelmed hna with confusion ; and 
Mr. Hatchway, imputing liis silence to rc'inorsc, resolved to hike 
advantage t>f that favourable momc-iit, ami counselled him to go 
.ami visit the poor young woman, who was dying for love of-him. 
But his admoriitioii happened to bo somowliab unscjasonablc ; for 
Truiitiion no sooner heard him mention the cause of her disorder, 
than, Ifis moiDsity recurving, he burst out into a violent litaof cursing, 
and forthwith betook himself again t<i his haumiock, Avhurc he lay, 
utloviiig, ill a low growling tone of voice, a rojietition of oaths and 
imiuecations, for the space of four-aiid-tw'unty hours, without 
ceasing. This was a delicious me.i,l to the lieutenant, who, eager 
to eiichance the p'loasure of the entertainment, and at the same 
time comluco to the success of the cause he li.'ul espoused, i.ivented 
a stratiigem, the execution of Avhich had alt* the ofl'cct ho could 
desire. Ho prevailed on Pipes, who was devoted to*his service, to 
get on the top of the chimney belonging to the commodore’s 
chamber, at midnight, and lower down by a rope a bunch of 
sticking whitings, Avhich being performed, he ^iiit a speaking- 
trumpet to his mouth, ami hallooed down tlie vent^in a voice like 
thunder, “Trunnion! '^Prunnion! turn out and be snliced, or lie 

still and bo d-.” » 

This dreadful note, the terror of which Avas increased by the 
silence and darkness of tlio night, as aa'cII p^s the echo of the passage 
through Avhich it was conveyed, no ‘sooner reached the oars of the 
astonished commodore, than tumioig his eyes tojvards -tiie place 
from whence thisf solemn address seemed to p'oceed, he beheld a 
glittering object that vanished in. an instant. Just as his supersti¬ 
tious fear had improved tl^ apparition into some'supernatural 
messenger clothed in shiifing array, his* opinion was confirmed by 
a sudden Gciplosioii, which ho took for thunder, though it was no 
other thancthe noise of a pistol fired down the chimney by the 
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boats\<^ain’% mate, according to the instructions ho had received; 
and he had time enough to descend before ho was in any danger of 
being detected %y his commander, who could not for a whole hour 
recollect himsglf from the amazement and const^ation which had 
overpowered his faculties. 

At length, howevA, ho got up, and rang his bell witli great 
agitation. He repeated the summons more than once ; but no 
regard being paid to this alarm, his dread returned with double 
terror, a cold sweat bedewed his limbs, his knees knocked together, 
his liair bristled up, and the remains of his teeth were shattered to 
jiicces in tlie convulsive vibrations of his jaws. 

In the midst of this agony ho made one desperate effort, and, 
bursting open the door of lus apartment, bolted into IIat<;liway’s 
chamber, which hapjioned to be on the same floor. There lie 
found the lieutenant in a counterfeit swoon, who pretended to wake 
from Ins trance ii an ejaculation of “Lord have mcrcynpon us ! ” 
and being tjunstioned by the terriflod o/'mm'xloru with regard to what 
had happened, assured him he had heard the same voice and clap 
of tlj,nij|der by which Trunnion himself bad been diseomposwl. 

Pipes, whoso turn it was to watch, concurred in giving evidence 
to the same purpose ; and the commodore not only owned that ho 
had heard the voice, hut likewise commuuicated his vision, with all 
tlie aggravation -which his disturbed fancy nuggested. 

A .consultation immediately ensued, in which Mr. Hatchway 
very gravely observed that the linger of Heaven was plainly 
perceivable in those signals, and that it would h(? both sinful and 
foolish to disregard its commands, especially as the match proposed 
was, in all respects, more advantageous than any that one of his 
years and iuliiniities could reasonably expect; declaring that for his 
own part he would not endanger his soul and body by living one day 
longer under the same roof with a man who despised the holy will 
of Heaven ; and Tom Pipes adhered to the same pious resolution. 

Trunnion’s perseverance could not resist the iiiimbcr and diver¬ 
sity of consideration^ that assaulted it; he revolved in silence all 
tlie opposite motives that occurred to his rcllection ; and after 
having been, to all appearance, bewildered in the labx^rintli of his 
own thoughts, he wiped the sweat from his forehead, and, lu'aviiig 
a piteous groa», yielded to their rcmons+ji'anccs in these words : 

“ Well, since j|b must bo so, 1 think w o must e’en grapple. But 

d-my eyes ; ’tis a d-d hard ease that a fellow of my years 

should liijp compelled, d’ye see, to beat up to windward all the rest 
of my life, against the curren* of my ow'ii inclination.” 

Tills important article being discussed, Mr. Hatclnvay set out in 
the mornhig to.i visit thIS desjfairing shephenless, and was hand¬ 
somely rewarded fer the enlivejiing tidings with wdiich ho blessed 
her cars. Sick as she was, she could not help laughing heartily at 
the contrivance, in consequence of which her swain’s assent had''' 
been obtained, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas for Tom Pipes, 
in consideration of the part he jicted in Uie farce. 

In the afternoon the commodore sufirered himself to ^e conveyed 
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to her apartment, like a felon to execution, and was jjeceived by 
her in a languishing manner, and genteel deshabille, accompanied 
by her sister-in-law, who was, for very obvious reasons, extremely 
solicitous about h^r success. Though the lieutenapjb hod tutored 
him touching his behaviour at this interview, he made a thousand 
wry faces before ho could pronounce the simple salutation of “ How 
d’ye 1 ” to his mistress; and after his counsellor had urged him 
with twenty or thirty whispers, to each of which he had replied 
aloud, “D—— your eyes, I won’t,” he got up, and halting towards 
tlie couch on wliich Mrs. Grijale reclined in a state of strange 
expectation, he seized her hanS and pressed it to his lips ; but this 
piece of gallantry he performed in such a veluctant, uncouth, 
indignant manner, tliat the nymph had need of all her resolution 
to endure the compliment without shrinking; and he himsjlf was 
so disconcerted at what he had done, that he instantly retired to 
the other end of the rt)om, where he ssit silent,t-and broiledT with 
sliame and vexation. 

Mrs. Pickle, like a sensible matron, quitted tho place, on pretence 
of going to the nursery ; and Mr. Hatchway, taking thp hint, 
recollected that he had left his tobacco-pouch in.,, the parlour, 
whither he descended, leaving the two lovers to their mutual 
endearments. Never liad the commodore found himself in such 
a disagreeable dilemma before. Ho sat in an agony f)f suspense, 
as if he every moment dreaded the dissolution of nature ; and the 
imploring pighs of his future bride added, if possible, to the pangs 
of his distress. Impatient of his situation, he rolled his eye 
aroundf in quest of some relief, and, unable to contain himself, 

exclaimed, “ D-n seize the fellow and his pouch too ! I believe 

he has sheered off, and left me here in the stays.” 

Mrs. Grizzle, who could not help taking some notice of this 
manifestation of chagrin, lamented her unhappy fate in being so 
disagreeable to him, that he could not put up with her company 
for a few moments without repining; and began in very tender 
terms to reproach him with his inhumanity and mcAfference. To 
this expostulation, he replied, “ Zounds ! what would the woman 
liave ? Lot tho ]>arson do his office when he wool: here I am ready 

to be reeved in the matrimonial block, d’ye see, and d-all 

nonsensical palaver.” So saying, lie retreated, leaving his mistress 
not at all disobliged at his plain dealing. That san^iq evening the 
treaty of marriage was brought uj^on the carpet, and, by means of 
Mr. Pickle and tho lieutenant, settled to the satisfactioJi of all 
parties, without tho intervention of kwyers, whom Mr. Trunnion 
expressly excluded from all share in the business ; making that 
condition the indispensable prelimiftary (ft the whole agreement. 
Things being brought to this bearing, Mrs. Grizzle’s Iieait dilated 
with joy; her liealth, which, by-the-by, was never,dangerously 
<■ impaired, she recovered as if. by enchantment; and, a day bei^ 
fixed for the nuptials, employed tho short period of her celibacy in. 
choosing ornaments for the celebration of her entrance into the 
married stal^. 
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Chat, VIII.—Preparations i|{C made for the Commodore’s Wedding, which is delayed by au 
Accident that hurried him the Lord knows whither. 

Tine fame of this extraordinary conjunction spread aH over the 
county; and, on the day appointed for their spousals, the church 
was surrounded b/ an inconceivable multitude. The commodore, 
to give a specimen of his gallantry* by the advice of his friend 
Hatchway, resolved to appear on horseback on the grand occasion, 
at the head of all his male attendants, whom he had rigged with 
the white shirts anS black caps formerly belonging to his barge’s 
crew: g,nd he bought a couple of hunters for the accommodation 
of hiSiBclf and 1)^ lieutenant. With this equipage, then, he set 
out from the garrison for the church, after having despatched a 
messenger to apprise the bride that he and his company were 
moutil^d. She gut immediately into the coach, accompanied by 
her brother and his wife, and drove dii-ectly to the place of 
assignation, where several pews were demolished, and divers 
persons almo.-fb pressed to death, by the eagerness of the cnjwd 
that broke in to see the ceremony performed. Thus arrived at the 
altat and the priest in attendance, they waited a whole half-hour 
for the commodore, at whose slowness they began to be under 
some apprehension, and accordingly dismissed a uervant to quicken 
his pace. ^ The valet having ridden something more than a mile, 
espied the whole troop disposed in a long field, crossing the road 
obliquely, and headed by the bridegroom and his friend Hatchway, 
who, finding himself hindered by a hedge from proceeding farther 
in the same direction, fired a pistol, and stood over to the other 
side, making an obtuse angle with the line of his former course ; 
and the rest of the squadron followed his example, keeping always 
in the rear of each ether, like a flight of wild geese. 

Surprised ^ this strange method of journeying, the messenger 
came up, and told the commodore that his lady and her company 
expected him in the church, where they had tarried a considerable 
time, and wem beginning to be very uneasy at his delay, and there¬ 
fore desired h^ would proceed with more expedition. To this message 
Mr. Ttunuioii replied, “Hark ye, brothe*, don’t you see we make 
all possjtble tpeed ? go back, and tell those who sent you, that the 
wind has shifted since we wtighed anchor, and that we are obliged 
to make very short trips in tacking, by reason of the narrowness of 
the channel; and that dk we Me within six points of the wind, they 
must m^e some allowance for variation and leeway.”—“Lord, 
sir ! ” sai^1)Si»e4alet, what occasion have you tp go zig-zag in that 
Planner? Do but* clap spurs to your horses, and ride straight 
forwwd, and I’ll engage you shall be at the church-porch in less 
tlian a quarter of an hour.”—“ What \ right in the wind’s eye 
answered the commander; “ ahey I brother, where did you learn 
your navigation ? Hawser Trunnion is not to be t&ught at tins 
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time of day how to lie his course, or keep his own reckoning. And 
as for you, brother, you best know the trim of your (Jwn frigate.'* 

The courier, finding he had to do with people who,;;would not be 
easily persuaded out of their own opinions, returned to the temple, 
and made a report of what ho had soon and Ifeard, to the no small 
consolation of tlie bride, wdio had begun to discover some signs of 
disquiet. Composed, however, by tliis piece of intelligence, she 
exerted her patience for the space of ani»ther half-hour, during 
which period, seeing no bridegroom arrive, shfe was exceedingly 
alarmed ; so that all the spectafors could easily jjerceivo her ])crtur- 
l)ation, which manifested itself in frequent palpitations, heart- 
heavings, and .alterations of countenance, in spite of the assistance 
of a smelling-bottle which she incessantly applied to her nostrils. 

Various were the conjectures of the company on this occasion : 
some imagined ho had mistaken the place of rend«;-zvous, as fie had 
never lieoii at church since he first settled in that parish ; others 
believed lie bad met wdth some accident, in coiiscciuence of which 
his attendants had carried him bjick to his own house ; and a^tljjrd 
set, in which the bride herself w'as thought to he comprehended, 
could not help suspecting that the commodore had changed his 
mind. But all these suppositions, ingenious a.s they were, hap¬ 
pened to be wddc of the true cause that detained him, which was 
no other than this : the commodore and his crew had, by din^ of 
turning, almost weathered the parson’s house that stood to wind¬ 
ward of the clmrc? , when the notes of a pfick of hounds unluckily 
reached^the ears of the two hunters which Trunnion, and the 
lieutenant be.strode. These fleet animals no sooner heard the 
enlivening sound, than, eager for the chase, they sprang away all 
of a sudden, and strained every nerve to partake of the sport, flew 
across the fields with incredible speed, overleaped hedges and 
ditches, and everything in flieir way, without the least regard to 
their unfortnn;ite riders. The lieutenant, whoso steed had got the 
heels of the other, finding it would be great foKy and presumption 
in him to protend to keep tho saddle with his wooch^n leg, very 
wdsely took the ojiportunity of throwing himself off in his passage 
through a field of rich clover, among which he lay at his ease ; and 
seeing his captain .Tdvancing at full gallop, hailed him w’ith the 
salutation of “What cheer? ho!” 'J'lie commodorej^ who w^as in 
infinite distress, eyeing Irm askance as ho pa.s8cd, replied, with a 

faltering voice, “ O, d-you !—you .are sfife at an anchor. ,J wish 

to God I were as fast moored.” 

Nevertheless, conscious of his disabled heel, he would not venture 
to try tho experiment which had succeeded Un well with Hatchway, 
but resolved to stick as close as possible to his horse’s ba^Jr, until 
Providence should interposo in hi.s behalf. Willi iiAiview ho 
dropped his wdiip, and with his right hand laid 'fast hold on tho 
pommel, contracting every muscle in his body to securediimself in 
tile seat, and grinning mo^t formidably tin consequence of this 
exertion. In this attitude ho was hurried on a coiisidoiable way, 
when all of a'- sudden his view was comforted liy a five-bar gate 
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tliiit aijpearedi before him, as he never doubted that there tlie 
career of his hunter must necessarily end. But^^alas ! ho reckoned ; 
without his liost. Far from halting at this obstruction, the horse 
sprang over it with amazing agility, to the utter confusion and 
disorder of his ownef, whr) lost his hat and periwig in the le.ap, and 
now began to think, in good earnest, that he was actually mounted 
on the back of the devil. He recommended himself to God ; his 
rellcetion forsook Iiiju ; ^lis eyesight and all his other senses failed ; 
he quitted the reins, and fastening Inr instinct on the mane, was in 
thi.s condition conveyed into the midst of the sportsmen, who wore 
astonished at the sight of such an apparition. Neither was their 
sur])rise to bo woiid^'ved at, if we reflect on the figure that presented 
itself to their view. The commodore’s person was at all times an 
object pf admiration ; much more so on this occasion, when every 
singiflarity was aggravated by the circumstances of his dress and 
disaster. 

He had put on, in honour of his nuptials, his best coat of blue 
brc\|id*ploth, cut by a tailor of Ramsgate, and trimmed '{vith five 
dozen of brass buttons, large and small ; his breeches were of the 
same piece, fa-stened at the knees with largo bunches of tape ; his 
waistcoat was of rod plush la[)pelled with green velvet, and gar¬ 
nished with vellum holes ; his l) 0 (»t 8 bore an infinite resemblance, 
botliiii colour and shape, t<i a iiair of leather buckets ; his shoulder 
was graced with a broad buff belt, from whence depended a huge 
hanger with a hilt like that of a kicks word ; and on each side of 
his pomir^l apjieared a rusty pi.stol rammed in a case covei-od with 
a boar-skill. The loss of his tie-periwig and laced hat, which were 
curiosities of the kind, did not at all contribute to the im])rovcmenb 
of the picture, but, on tlio contrary, by exhibiting his bald pate, and 
the natur.'il extension of hi.s kintern jaws, added to the peculiarity 
and extravagance of the wiiole. 

Such a spectacle could not have failed of diverting the whole 
company from the cTiase, had his horse thought proper to pursue a 
dittereul rout#; but the beast was too keen a .s])ortor to choose any 
other way than that which tlic stag followed ; and therefore., with¬ 
out stopping to gratify the curiosity f»f the spectators, he in a few 
minutes outsti^iped every hunter in the field. There being a deep 
hollow betwix^i, him and the hounds, rather than ride round, about 
the length of a furlough, to a path that Ciossed tlie lane, he trans¬ 
ported i)ims81f at one jump, to the unspcakalile astonishment and 
terror of a waggoner who chanced to bo uudornoath, and saw this 
phenomenon fly over his carriage. This was not the only adventure 
he achieved. The stag,iiaviu^ tjikeii a deep river that lay in liis 
way, ev^jffiTiam directed his course to a bridge in the neighbour¬ 
hood ; burwf’orid^groom's courser, despising all such conveniences, 
plunged into the stream without hesitation, and swam in a twinkling 
to the opposite shore. This sudden immersion into an element of ^ 
which Trunnion was propirly a native, in all probability helped to 
recruit the exhausted spirits of his rider, who at his lajiding on the 
other side gave some tokens of sensation, by hallooirg aloud for 



42 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


assistance, which he could not ]ioasibly receive, bec|iuse his horse 
still maintained th^ advantage he had gained, and would not allow 
himself to bo overtaken. • 

In short, after a long chase that lasted several hours, and ex¬ 
tended to a dozen miles at least, he was the first in at the death of 
the deer, being seconded by the lieutenant’s gelding, which, actuated 
by the same spirit, had, without a rider, followed his companion’s 
example. * 

Our bridegi’oom, finding himself at last brought up, or, in other 
words*, at the end of his career, took the opportunity of this first 
pause, to desire the huntsmen would lend him a hand in dismount¬ 
ing ; and was, by then* condescension, safely placed on the grass, 
where he sat staring at the company as they came in, with such 
wildness of astonishment in his looks, as if he had been a c{e§turo 
of another species, dropped among them from the tloiida. 

Before they had fleshed the lumnds, however, ho recollected him¬ 
self ; and, seeing one of the sportsmen take a small flask out of his 
pocket aitd apply it to his mouth, judged the cordial to be no«ot!her 
than neat Cogniao, which it really was ; and expressing a desire of 
participation, was immediately accommodated with a i]|joderate dose, 
which perfectly completed his recovery. 

By this time he and his two horses had engrossed the attention of 
the whole crowd : while some admired the elegant proportion^md 
uncommon spirit of the two animals, the rest contemplated the 
surprising appearance of their master, whom before they had only 
seen en^passmit; and at length, one of the gentlemen, accenting him 
very courteously, signified his wonder at seeing him in such an equi¬ 
page, and asked if he had not dropped his companion by the way. 
“Why, look ye, brother,” replied the commodore, “mayhap you 
think me an odd sort of a fellow, seeing me in this trim, especially 
as I have lost part of my rigging; but this here is the case, d’ye 
see: 1 weighed anchor from my own house this morning, at ten 
A.M. with fair weather, and a favourable breeze*at south-south-east, 
being bound to the next church on the voyage of matrimony : but 
howsomever, we had not run down a quarter of a league, when the 
wind shifting, bio wed directly in our teeth ; so that we were forced 
to tack all the way, d’ye see, and had almost boat within sight 

of the port, when these sons-of-b-s of horses, which I had Iwught 

but two days before (for ftiy own part, I believe they arc devils m- 
camate), luffed round in a trice, and then, refusing the Jielm, drove 
away like lightning with me and my lieutenant, vmo soon camo to 
anchor in an exceeding good berth. As f^r my own jMixt, I have 
been carried over rucks, and flats, an% quicksands; among which I 
have pitched away a special good tie-periwig, and ean jatfn-bound 
Imt; and at last, ftiank God! am got into smooth wSfSr and safe 
riding ; but if over 1 venture my carcass upon such a h^’um scare- 

•um blood-of-a-b-again, m^gname is not Hawser ,d^r*-r 

my eyes 1 ” • • 

One of th« company, struck with this name, which he had often 
heard, immediately laid hold on his declaration at the close of this 



trunnion’s bide. 


48 


singular a^odht; and, observing that his horses were very vicious, 
asked how*he vitended to return. “As for that matter,” replied 
Mr. Trunnion,I am resolved to hire a sledge or waggon, or such 

a thing as a jackass; for I’ll be d-d if evei^I cross the back 

of ahorse again.”-—“And what do you propose to do with these 
creatui-os ? ” said the ^thcr, pointing to the hunters; “ they seem 
to have some mettle ; bi\t then they are mere colts, and will take 
the devil-and-all of»breaking : methinks the hinder one is shoulder- 

slipped.”—“D- them,” cried the commodore, “I wish both 

their necks were broke, thof the two cost me forty good yellow- 
boys.”— “Forty guineas!” exclaimed the stranger, who was a 
squire and a jockej^ as well as owner of the pack, “Lord ! Lord ! 
how a man may be imposed upon ! Why, these cattle aro clumsy 
onouglwto go to plough ; mind what a flat counter; do but observe 
how sharp this here one is in the withers ; then he’s flrcd in the 
further fetlock.” fin short, this connoisseur in horse-flesh, having 
discovered in them all the defects which can possibly bo found in 
that species of animal, offered to give him ten guineas for^^tfe^WO, - 
saying^he would convert them into beasts of burden. The ovrr^{ 
who, after wh»t had hapiiened, was very well disposed to listen to 
anything that was said to their i)rejudico, implicitly believed the 
truth of the stranger’s asseverations, discharged a furious volley of 
oaths against the rascal who had taken him in, and forthwith struck 
a bargain with the squire, who pjiid him instantly for his purchase ; 
in consequence of which lie won the plate at the next Canterbury 
races. 

This a^air being transacted to the mutual satisfaction of both 
parties, as well as to the general entertainment of the commny, 
who laughed in their sleeves at the dexterity of their friend, Trun¬ 
nion was sot upon the squire’s own horse, and led by liis servant 
in the midst of this cavalcade, w^hieh proceeded to a neighbouring 
village, where they had bespoke dinner, and where our bridegroom 
found means to provide himself with another hat and wig. With 
regard to his fnarriage, he boro his disappointment with the temper 
of a philosopher; and the exorcise he had undergone having 
quickened his appetite, sat down at table in the midst of his new 
acquaintance, making a very hearty meal, and moistening every 
morsel with a draught of the ale, which l\e found very mu^ to, his 
satisfaction. • ^ 


Ch^f. 18 fimnd by thc»Lleut«unt—Kecondiictcd to hU own House—Married to 

Mm, QrizjfftJ-^wmeets with a small mlsrortune in the Night, and asserts her Preroga- 
llve next Morning, In consequence of which her Husband's Eye is endangered. 

Meanwhil]^ Lieutenant Hatchway .,made shift’ to hobble to the. 
church, where he informdfi the company of what had happened to 
the commodore : and the bride behaved with great decency on the 
occasion; for, as she understood the danger to which her future 
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husband was exposed, she fainted in tho arms of her sllster-in-law, to 
the surprise of all the spectators, who could not c^nipfehend the 
cause of her disorder ; and when she was recovered the applica¬ 
tion of Binelling-bS>ttles, earnestly begged that Mr. JIatchway 
Tom Pipes would take her brother’s coach, and go in quest of their 

commander. ^ 

This task they readily undertook, being escorted by all the rest of 
liis adherents on horseback ; while the bride anjl her friends were 
invited to the jjarsou’s house, and the ccromony deferred till another 

occasion. , . . 

Tho lieutenant, steering his course as near tho line of direction in 
which Trunnion w'cnt oft‘, as the coach-road would permit, got intel¬ 
ligence of his track from one farm-house to another; for such an 
apparition could not fail of attracting particular notice ; and one of 
the horsemen having picked up his hat and wig in a by-patli, the 
whole troop entered the village where he w.'is Iqdged, about four 
ti’clock in the afternoon. Wlieii they underi^tooil bo was safely housed 
at the George, they rode up to the door in a body, and expressed tlioir 
satisfaction in three cheers ; which Avero returned by the coyip|3>.ny 
Avitbin, as soon as they were instruct ed in the uatiive ()f the salute 
by Trunnion, avIio, by this time, had entered into all the jollity of 
his new friends, and was indeed more than half-seas-oA’cr. J he 
lieutenant was introduced to all present as his sworn brother, and 
had something tossed up for his dinner. Tom Pipes and the {few 
were regaled in. another room ; and, a fresh pair of horses being piit 
to tho coach, aboiht six.in the evening tho commodore, Avith all his 
attendants, departed for the garrison, after having sliook Ij^iiids with 
every individual in the house. 

Without any further accident, he was conveyed in safety to his 
OAvn gate before nine, and committed to the care of Pipes, avIu) 
carried him instantly to his hammock, Avhile the lieutenant Avas 
driv'cn away to the place where the hi’ido and her friends remained 
in great anxiety, Avhicli vanished when he assured Uiem tliat his 
commodore was K.afe, being succeeded by abundance of mirth and 
pleasantry at the account ho ga\’^o of Trunnion’s adventure. 

Another day was fixed for the nuptials ; and in order to balk the 
curiosity of idle people, which had given great ofFence, the parson 
was prevailed up<m to perform the ceremony in the garrison, which 
all £iiat day was adorned with flags and pendants displaced ; and at 
night illuminated, by the direction of Ilatcliway, who also ordered 
the patererocs to bo fired, as soon as the marriage-knot av^ tied. 
Neither were the other parts of the entertainment'neglected by this 
ingenious contriver, who produced undeniable proofs of his elegance 
and art in tho wedding-supper, whicl. had been coq,|ra^j^ijd" to hia 
management and direction. This genial banquet was entirely com¬ 
posed of sea-dishes; a huge pillaw, consisting of a lar^e piece of 
beef sliced, a couple of foA^s, apd half a peck of fice,^ smoked ui the 
middle of the board : a dish of hard iii^, swimming in oil, ap¬ 
peared at each end ; the sidps being furnished with a mesa of that 
savoury composition known by the name of lob’s-course, and a plate 
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of salniagundy.l The second course displayed a goose of a monstrous 
magnitude, flaiuvcd with two Guinea-hens, a jug harbjujued, a hock- 
of salt pork in the midst of u pease-pudding,' a leg of mutton 
roasted, with potatoes, and another boiled with yams. The third 
service was made up^of a loin of fresh pork, with apple-sauce, a 
kid smothered with onions, and a terrapin baked in the shell; and, 
last of all, a prodigious sea-pie was presented, with an infinite 
volume of pancakes aftd fritters. That everything might be 
answerable to the Inagnificence of this delicate feast, he pro¬ 
vided vast quantities of strong beer, fiip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, 
W'ith plenty of Barbadocs water for the ladies ; and hired all the 
fiddles within six piUcs, which, with the addition of a drum, 
bagpipe, and Welsh harp, regaled the guests with a most melodious 
concert^ 

Th? company, #ho wore not at all t xoeiiiinus, scorned extremely 
well pleased with every particular of the entertainment ; and the 
evening being sjieut in the most social manner, the bride was by 
lier^ainjjt^cr conducted to her apartment, whore, however, a trilling 
circumstance had like to have destroyed the harmony which had 
been hitherto maintained. 

I have alreSdy observed, tliat there was not ono standing bed 
within tile walls; therefore the reader will not wimdcr that 
Mrsv Trunnion was out of humour, when she found herself under 
the necessity of being conlinod w'ith her spouse in a hammock, 
w'hicli, though enlarged with a double portion' of canvass, and 
dilated wj^h a yoke for the occasion, was at best but .a disagreeable, 
nut to say dangerous situation. She accordingly complained with 
some warmth of this incoiivonience, whicli she imputed to disre¬ 
spect ; .and, at lirst, absolutely refused to pub up with the expe¬ 
dient •. bub Mrs. Pickle soon brought lier to reason and compliance, 
by observing that one night would soon bo clasped, and next day 
she niiglit r^ulate lier own economy. 

Thus persuaded, She ventured into the vehicle, and was visited 
by her husband in less than an hour, the company being departed 
to their own homos, and the garrison left to the command of his 
lieutenant and mate. But it seems the hooks that supported this 
swinging coucl* w^ere not calculated for the addition of weight 
which they w^re now destined to bear ; and therefore gave way in 
the middle of the night, to the no smalUtcrror of Mrs. Trunnion, 
who pojKeivfng herself falling, screamed aloud, and by that excla- 
imition brought Hatchway, with a light into tlio chamber. Though 
she had received no injury by the fall, she was extremely discom¬ 
posed and incensed at tlfe aceWont, which she even openly ascribed 
to the ,^b8tinaw and whimsical, oddity of the commodore, in such 
petulant teziOB as evidently declared tliat she thought her great aim 
accomplished, and*her authority secured against all the shocks of 
fortune. Indeed her bedfellow seemed to be of the same opinion, 
by his tacit resignation ; rfor he made po reply to her insinuations,' 
but with a most vinegar aspect crawled cut of his nest, and betook 
himself to rest in another apartment: while his irritated spouse 
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dismissed the lieutenant, and from the wreck of tho^antmock made 
an occasional bed for herself on the floor, fully determin^ to provide 
better accommodation for the next night’s lodging. 4 
Having no inclination to sleep, her thoughts, during the remain¬ 
ing part of the night, were engrossed by a Scheme of reformation 
she was resolved to execute in the family ; and no sooner did the 
first lark bid salutation bo the morn, than, starting from her 
humble couch, and huddling on her clotkes, she sallied from her 
chamber, explored her way through paths before unknown, and in 
the course of her researches' perceived a large bell, to which she 
made such effectual application as alarmed every soul in tho 
family. In a moment she was .surrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, 
and all the rest of tho servants half-dressed; but seeing none of 
the feminine gender appear, she began to storm at the sloth and 
laziness of the maids, who, she observed, ought tq>havo been^'at Work 
an hour at least before she called; and then, for the first time, 
understood that no woman was permitted to sleep within tho walls. 

She chd not fail to exclaim against this regulation ; and l^ing 
informed that the cook and chambermaid lodged in a small office- 
house that stood without the gate, ordered the drawbridge to be let 
down, and in person beat up their quart(irs, commanding them forth¬ 
with to set about scouring the rooms, which had not been hitherto 
kept in a very decent condition, while ivvt) men were immedy,tely 
employed to transport tho bod on which she used to lie from her 
brother’s house her new habitation ; so that, in less than two 
hours, the whole economy of the garrison was turned tqpsy-turvy, 
and overythiiig involved in tumult and noise. Trunnion, being 
disturbed and distracted with tho uproar, turned out in his shirt 
like a maniac, and, arming himself with a cudgel of crab-tree, made 
an irruption into hi.s wife’s apartment, where, perceiving a couple of 
carpenters at work in joining a bedstead, ho, with many dreadful 
oaths and opprobrious invectives, ordered them to desist, sw'caring 
he ivould suffer no bulkhe.ads m)r hurricano-lcouses to stand where 
he was master : but finding his remonstrances disreg^’ded by these 
mechanics, w'ho believed liiiu to be S(»me madman belonging to the 
family, who had broken from his confinement, ho assaulted them 
both with great fury and indignation, and was handled so roughly 
in Ehe encounter, that in a very short time he measured his lengtn 
on the floor, in consecpipnce of a blow that he recc-ivod from a 
hammer, by which tlic sight of his remaining eye was grievously 
endangered. « ® 

Having thus reduced him to a state t)f subjection, they resolved 
to secure him with cords, and wore oictualiy busy in adjusting his 
fetters, when lie was exempted from the disgrace by the ucpidental 
entrance of his spouse, who rescued him from the» hands of his 
adversaries, and, in tho midst of her condoloncd, imputed his mis¬ 
fortune to the inconsiderate roughness of his own disposition. 

* He breathed nothing bpt* revenge, ^d made some efforts to 
ohastiso the insolence of the workmen, who, as soon as they under¬ 
stood his quality, asked forgiveness for what they had done with 
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esting that they did nob know he was master of 
the house. But, far from being satisfied with this apology, he groped 
about for the be!l, the inflammation of his eye hhving utterly 
deprived him of sight; and the rope being, by the precaution of the 
delinquents, conveyecU out of his reach, began to storm with in¬ 
credible vociferation, like a lion roaring in the toil, pouring forth 
innumerable oaths and execrations, and calling by name ‘Hatchway 
and Pipes, who, beingi within hearing, obeyed the extraordinary 
summons, and were ordered to put the carpenters in irons, for having 
audaciously assaulted him in his own house. 

His mynnidons, seeing he had been evil-treated, were exasperated 
at the insult he had suffered, which tlicy considered as an affront 
upon the dignity of the garrison ; tlie more so as the mutineers 
seemed to put themselves in a posture of defence and set their 
authoftty at dcflancc ; they thereforo unsheathed their cutlasses, 
which they commonly wore as badges of their coinuiissiou ; and a 
desperate engagement in all probability would have ensued, had not 
the lad^ of the castle interposed, and prevented the effects ,of their 
atiimosiSy, by assuring the lieutenant that the commodore had been 
the aggressor, and that the workmen, finding themselves attacked in 
such an extrwrdiuary manner by a person whom they did not know, 
were obliged to.act in their own defence, by which he had received 
that unlucky contusion. 

JVft. Ilate-hway no sooner learnt the .sentimouta of Mrs. Trunnion, 
than, sheathing his indignation, he told the commodore ho should 
always be reStdy to execute his lawful commands ; but that ho could 
not in conscionco be concerned in oppressing poor pc('plo who had 
been guilty of no offence. 

This unexpected doclaratit)n, together with the behaviour of his 
wife, who in his hearing desired the carpenters to resume their 
work, filled the breast of Trunnion with rage and mortification. He 
pulled off his woollen^lightcap, ]>ommclled his bare pate, beat the 
floor alternately witli his feet, swore his people had betrayed him, 
and cursed hj|nself to the lowest pit of liell for having admitted such 
a cockatrice into his family. But all those exclamations did not 
avail; tlioy were among the last essays of his resistance to the will 
of his wife, wl^pse influence among his adherent.s had already 
swallowed up hk own, and who now peremptorily told him that 'ho 
must leave the management of everything^ within doors to her, who 
understood jpest what was for his honour and advantage. She then 
ordered dPpoultice to be pi-epaied for his eye, which being applied, 
ho was committed to the qjire of Pipes, by whom ho was led about 
the house like a blind bear gro^bng for prey, while his industrious 
yoke-f§llow executed every circumstance of the plan she had pro¬ 
jected ; so that when ho recovered his vision Jie was an utter 
stranger in his owrt house. 
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Chap. X.—T)ip Commodore lieing in some caaen restive, bia Lady boa recourse to Arllfico 
in the Katablii<lini( nt of her I'hrono—Sbo cxblbita Symotomn of Pregnancy, to the un¬ 
speakable Joy of Trunnion, Avlio, ncveithelcas, is balked in bia rxpoitation. 

Tijkse iiiiiovfitions Avere not ofl'cetod witliout many loud objections 
on his part; and divers curious dialogues pissed between him and 
liis yoKo-fcllow, rvho always came otl' victorioua'from the dispute ; 
insomueh, that las ooiiriLcnauce gradually fell: lie began to suppress, 
and at length entirely devoured, his cliagrin ; the terrors of superior 
authority rvere plainly perceivable in his features ; and in less than 
three months he became a thorough-paced husband. Not that his 
obstinacy was extinguished, though overcome. In some things ho 
Avas as inflexible and mulish as ever ; but then li*« durst not feclc so 
openly, and Avas reduced to tlie necessity of being passive in his 
resentments. Mrs. Trunnion, for example, proposed that a coach 
and six^should be purchased, as she could not ride on horseback, and 
the chaise Avas a scandalous carriage for a person of her condition. 
The commodore, conscious of his own inferior capacity in point of 
reasoning, did not think iirojicr to dispute the propoisd, but lent a 
deaf ear to her repeated remonstrances, though tlioy were enforced 
with every argument Avhich she thought could soothe, terrify, shame, 
or decoy linn into compliance. In vain did she urge the excess of 
aflection she hacVfor him as meriting some return of tenderness and 
condesccn.su)n : ho was even jiroof against certain miTnacing hints 
she gave touching the resentment of a slighted Avornan ; and ho 
stood out against all the considerations dignity or disgrace like a 
bulAvark of brass. Neither was he iuove(]|.to any indecent or unkind 
expressions of contradiction, even wdicn she upbraided him Avith his 
sordid disposition, and put him in mind <tf the fortune and honour 
he had acquired by his mariTage, but seemtjd to retire within him¬ 
self, like a tortoise Avhen attacked, that shrinks within its shell, and 
silently endured the scourge of her reproaches, AvitJjout seeming 
semsible of the .smart. 

This, however, was tlio only point in Avhich she had been baffled 
since her nuptials ; and as she covdd by no mean*; digest the mis- 
cafriage, she tortured her invention for some ncAO plan by which 
she might augment licr i,\ifluence and authority. Wliat her genius 
refused w'as supplied by accident; for she bad not lived tfour months 
in the garrison, when she Avas aeiyid with frequent quElins and 
retchings ; in a w'ord, she congratulated Ijerself on the symptoms of 
her oAvn fertility ; and the conimodbre Avas transported with joy at 
the prospect of an heir of his own begetting. 

She knew this^ was the proper season for vindichting her own 
sovereignty, and accordingly employed the mcani which nature had 
put in lier power. There was not a rare piece of furniture or apparel 
for which she did not long; imd one daj, as she went to church, 
seeing Lady Stately’s equipage arrive, she suddenly fainted away. 
Her husbarid, whose vanity had never been so perfectly gratified as 
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with this promised harvest of his own sowing, took the alarm imme¬ 
diately ; and in or(^r to prevent relapses of that kind,Qwhich might 
be attended with fatal consequences to his hope, gave her leave to 
bespeak a coach, horses, and liveries, to her own liking. ITius 
authorized, she in a v«ry little time exhibited such a specimen of 
her own taste and magnificence as afforded speculation to the whole 
county, and made Trunnion’s heart quake within him ; because he 
foresaw no limits to her^extravagance, which also manifested itself 
in the most expensive proparaiioris for hea lying-in. 

Her pride, which liad hitherto regai’ded the rcprcBontativo of her 
father’s house, seemed now to lose all that hereditary respect, and 
])rompt her to outshine and undervalue the elder branch of her 
family. She behaved to Mrs. Pickle with a sort of civil reserve 
that implied a conscious superiority ; and an ennilation in-point of 
grandeUt immediatciy commenced between the two sisters. She 
every day communicated her importaiico to the wliolo parish, under 
protence of taking the air in her coach, and endeavoured to extend 
her acqi&intance among people of fashion. Nor was this an under¬ 
taking aPtonded with great difficulty ; for all persons w'hatever 
capable of maintaining a certain appearance, will always find 
admiaskm into«what is called the best com[iany, and be rated in 
point of character according to their own valuation, without sub¬ 
jecting their pretensions to tho smallest doubt or examination. In ‘ 
all her visits and parties she seized every opportunity of declaring 
her present condition, observing that she was forbid^ by her physi¬ 
cians to taste %uch a pickle, and that such a dish was poison^to a 
woman in her way ; nay, vrhere she was on a footing of familiarity, 
she affected to make wry faces, and comjdained that the young 
rogue began to bo very unrul}'-, writhing herself into divers con¬ 
tortions, as if she had been grievously incommoded by tho mettle 
of this future Trunnion. The husband liimself did not behave with 
all the moderation that flight have boon expected. At the club he 
frequently mentioned this circumstiuicc of his oivn vigour as a pretty 
successful feat ^o be performed by an old fellow of fifty-five, and 
conlirmod tho opinion of his strength by redoubled squeezes of the 
landlord’s hand, which never failed of extorting a satisfactory cer¬ 
tificate of his migl^f. Whon his companions drank to the Ham 
kelder, or Jack in^the low collar, he could nob help displaying an 
extraordinary complacence of countenance, a^d signified his intention 
of sending tli# young dog to sea as soon as he should be able to 
carry a car£Hdgo, in hopes of seting him an officer before his own 
death. « 

This hope helped to console hiifl under the extraordinary expense 
to which he was exjiosed by the profusion of his wifis, especially 
when he'consideftd that his compliance with her prodigality W'ould 
be limited to the e>^>iration of the nine months, of which tho best 
part Was by t]^is time elapsed : yet, in spite of all this philosophical 
resignation, her fancy sometimes soamd to such a ridiculous and 
intolerable pitch of insolence and absurdity, that his temper forsook 
him, and he could not help wishing in secret that her pride might 



50 


PEEEGRINB5 PICKLU. /* ^ 

be confounded in the dissipation of her most flattering’hopes, even 
though he himself should ho a principal suflerej^, by the disappoint-’ 
ment. These, however, were no other than the suggestions of 
temporary disgusts, that commonly subsided as suddenly as they 
arose, and never gave the least disturbance to tlie-person who 
inspired them, because he took care to conceal them carefully from 
her knowledge. 

Meanwhile she happily advanced in fter reckoning, with the 
pronnse of a favourable issue : the term of her computation expired, 
and in the middle of the night she was visited by certain warnings 
that seoincd to bespeak the approach of the critical moment. The 
commodore got up with great alacrity, and called the midwife, who 
had been several days in the house ; the gossips were immediately 
summoned, and the most interesting expectations prevailed ; but the 
symptoms of labour gradually vanished, and, a i the matrods sagely 
observed, this was no more than a ffilse alarm. 

Two nights after they received a second intimation, and as she 
was sensibly diminished in the waist, everything was supposed to be 
in a fair way ; yet this visitation was not more conclusive than the 
former ; her pains wore off in spite of all her endoavoux's to 
encourage them, and the good women betook thenlselvcs to their 
respective homes, in expectation of finding the third attack 
decisive, alluding to the w'ell-known maxim, that “number three 
is always fortunate.” For once, however, this apf>phthegm failed ; 
the next call ^'was altogether as ineffectual as the former ; and 
moreover, attended with a phenomenon which to them was equally 
strange and inexplicable : this was no other than such a reduction 
in the size of Mxs. Trunnion as might have been expected after the 
birth of a full-grown child. Startled at such an unaccountable 
event, they sat in close divan ; and concluding that the case was in 
all respects unnatural and prodigious, desired that a messenger 
might be immediately despatched for somq.male practitioner in the 
art of midwifery. 

The commodore, without guessing the cause of t^ieir perplexity, 
ordered Pipes immediately on this j)iecc of duty ; and in less than 
two hours they were assisted hy the advice of a surgeon of the 
peighhourhood, who boldly affirmed that the patient had never been 
with child. This asseveration was like n clap ci thunder to Mr. 
Trunnion, who had been, during eight whole days and nights, in 
continual expectation of being liailed with the appellation of father. 

After some recollection, he sware the surgeon was hn ignorant 
fellow, and that ho would not take hi&;5.Avord for what he advanced, 
being comforted and confirmed in his want of faith by the insinua¬ 
tions of th# midwife, who still persisted to feed Mrs. T'^unnion 
with hopes of a speedy and safe delivery; obsenHng that she had 
been concerned in many a case of the same bature, where a fine 
child was found, even after all signs of the mother's pregii^i^ 
disappeared. Every twig of^ope, how^lehder soever it may W,’ ill 
eagerly caught hold on % people who find themselves in danger of 
being diimppointed. To every question proposed by her to tlite 
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lady, with the preambles of “Han’t you?” or “Don’t you?” an 
answer was made i{i the affirmative, whether agreeablo to truth or 
not, because the respondent could not find in her heart to disown 
any symptom that might favour the notion she had so long indulged. 

This experienced prdficieiit in the obstetric art was therefore kept 
in close attendance for the space of three weeks, during which the 
patient had several returns of what she pleased herself with believ¬ 
ing to be labour pains, ^ill at length she and her husband became 
the stimding joke bf the parish ; and thfe infatuated couple could 
scarce be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even when she 
appeared as lank as a greyhound, and they were furnished with 
other unquestionabljp proofs of their having been deceived. But 
they could not for ever remain under the influence of this sweet 
delusion, which at last faded away, and was succeeded by a paroxysm 
of shadfe and confuAon, that kept the husband within doors for the 
space of a whole fortnight, and confined his lady to her bed for a 
series oj, weeks, during which she suftbred all the anguish of the 
most intense mortification ; yet oven this was subdued by the lenient 
himd of tunc. 

The first respite from her chagrin was employed in the strict 
disciiarge of wtlat are called the duties of religion, which she per¬ 
formed with tlie most rancorous severity, setting on foot a perse- 
cutioii in her own family, that made the house too hot for all the 
menifil servants, even ruffled the almost invincible indifference of 
Tom Pipes, harassed the commodore himself out of fill patience, and 
spai'ed no intTividual but Lieutenant Hatchway, whom she never 
ventured to disoblige. 


Chap. XI.—Mrs. Trunnion erects a Tyranny in tlie Garrison, while lior Husband conceives 
an affection for his Hephew I’erry, who manifests a peculiarity of disposition even in bis 
tender years. ' O 

Having exercised herself throe months in such jiious amusements, 
she appeared again in the world ; but her misfortune had made such 
an impression ou her mind, tliat she could not bear the eight of a 
child, and tremblqji whenever the conversation happened to turn 
upon a christeninjSN. Her temper, which was naturally none of the 
sweetest, seemed to have imbibed a doub]^ proportion of souring 
from hex disqj[)pointment; of consequence, her company was not 
much covetbd, and sb^ found vajff few people disposed to treat her 
with those marks of conside^ition which she looked upon as her due. 
This neglect detached her from tlft society of an unmannerly world; 
she cencentrated the energy of all her talents in the governraout of 
her own house, whicli groaned accordingly under her jirbitrary sway; 
And in the brandy-bottle found ample consolation for all the afflic¬ 
tion she had tindoi^one. 

As for the wmmodoro, h^ in a little^time weathered liis disgrace, 
after having suat.'imod many severe jokes from the lieutenant; and 

now his chief aim being to be absent from his own house al much as 

• 
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possible, he frequented the public-house more than 'ever, mote 
assiduously ojltivated the friendship of his byother-in-law, Mr. 
Pickle, and in the course of their intimacy conceived an affection for 
his nephew Perry, which did not end but with his life. Indeed it must 
be owned that Trunnion was not naturally*deficient in the social 
passions of the soul, which, though they were strangely warped, 
disguised, and overborne by the circumstance of his boisterous life 
.and education, did not fail to manifest themselves occasionally 
through the wliolo course of his behaviour, * 

As all the hopes of propagating his own name had perished, and 
his relations lay under thy interdiction of his hate, it is no wonder 
that, through the familiarity and friendly iii^,ercourso subsisting 
between him and Mr. Gamaliel, he contracted a liking for the boy, 
who by this time entered the third year of his age, and was indeed 
a voiy handsome, healthy, and promising child S and what deemed 
to ingratiate him still more with his uncle, was a cerbvin oddity of 
disposition, for which he had boon remarkable even from hi^ cradle. 
It is reported of him, that before the first year of his iiifanoy was 
elapsed, he used very often, immediately after being dressed, in tlio 
midst of the caresses which were bestowed upon him by his mother, 
whilo slie indulged herself in the conternjdation of ^lor own hap¬ 
piness, all of a sudden to alarm her with a fit of shrieks aiid cries, 
which continued with great violence till he was stripped to tho^skin 
with the utmost expedition by order f)f his affrighted parent,* who 
thought his tendbr body was tortured by tlie misapplication of some 
unlucky pin ; and when he had given them all this di^urbance and 
unnecessary trouble, ho would lie sprawling and laughing in' their 
faces, as if he ridiculed the impertinence of their concern. Nay, it 
is aftirtned, that one day, when an old woman who attended in the 
nursery had by stoalLh conveyed a bottle of cordial waters to lier 
mouth, ho pulled his nurso by the sleeve, by a slight glance 
detected the theft, and tip|/Od her the ijunk with a paiticular 
slyness of countenance, as if lio had said, with a sneer, “Ay, ay, 
that is what you must all come to.” But thes% instances of 
reflection in a babe nine months old are so incredible, that I look 
upon them as tx jmt facto observations, founded upon imaginary 
r^ollection, when he was in a more advanced ago,*and Lis peculiari¬ 
ties of temper became much more remarkable ; of^^ piece with the 
ingenious discoveries of <^hose ajigacious observers, who can discern 
something evidently characteristic in the features <ff fmy noted 
personae whose character they hffvo previously heard cxjilained. 
Yet, without pretending to specify^ at \wJiat period of his childhoocl 
this singularity first ajipeared, I can with great truth declare, that 
when he first attracted the notice and affection of his uncle, it was 
plainly perceivable. * 

One would imagino he had marked out thb commodore as ,a 
proper object of ridicule, for almost all his little childish satire was 
levelled against him. .I'wiifnot deny*that he might have been 
influonced^u this particular by the example and instruction of Mr, 
Hatchway, jdio delighted in superinten^ng the first essays of hU 
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genius. As the gout had taken up its residence in Mr. Trunnion’s 
great toe, from whence it never removed, no not for a day, little 
Perry took great pleasure in treading by accident on this infirm 
member; and when his uncle, incensed by the pain, used to damn 
him for a licll-begotteK brat, ho would appease Ixim in a twinkling, 
by returning the curse with equal emphasis, and asking what 
was the matter with old Hannibal Tough ? an appellation by which 
the lieutenant hai^taught him to distinguish this grim commander. 

Neither was this the only experiment he tried upon the patience 
of the commodore, with whoso nose ho used to take indecent 
freedoms, even while he wa.s fondled on his knee. In one month 
he put him to the* expense of two guineas in seal-skin, by picking 
his pocket of divers tobacco-pouches, all of which he in secret 
committed to the flames. Nor did tho caprice of his disposition 
abstain from tho ifivourite beverage of Trunnion, who "more than 
once swallowed a whole draught in which his brother’s snufF-box 
had boDBU emptied, before ho perceived tho disagreeable infusion ; 
ajid onoiday, when the commodore had chastised him by if gentle 
tap with his cane, he foil flat on the floor as if he had been deprived 
of all sense a^d motion, to the terror and amazement of tho striker ; 
and after having filled the whole house with confusion and dismay, 
opened his eyes, and laughed heartily at the success of his OAvn 
imiittsition. 

It would bo an endless and perhaps no very agreeable task, to 
enumerate ajl tho unlucky pranks lie played upofi liis uncle and 
others, before ho attained the fourth year of his age ; about*which 
time he was sent, with an attendant, to a day-school in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, tliat (to use his good mcjthcr’s own expression) he might 
be out of harm’s way. Here, however, he made little progress, 
except in mischief, which he practised with impunity, because the 
school-mistress would run no risk of disobliging a lady of fortune, 
by exercising uniiccessary severities upon her only child. Never¬ 
theless, Mrs. Pickle was not so blindly partial as to be pleased with 
such unseasonable indulgence. Perry was taken out of the hands 
of this courteous teacher, and committed to the instruction of a 
pedagogue, who was ordered to administer such correction as tho 
boy should in jffis opinion deserve. This authority ho did not 
neglect to use ;\i3 pupil was regularly flogged twice a day; and, 
after having been subjected to this coi#se of discipline for tho 
space of f^ifpiteen months, declared the most obstinate, dull, and 
untoward genius that ever had fallen under his cultivation ; instead 
of being reformed, he scCmedsrathor hardened and confirmed in 
his vicious inclinations, and was dead to all sense of fear as well as 
shame .• , 

His mother wag extremely mortifiod at these symptoms of 
stupidity, which she considered as an inheritance derived from tho 
spirit of his father, and consequently insurmountable by all th(^ 
efforts of human care. •But tho ooraifiodore rejoiced over tho 
ruggednoss of his nature, and was particularly pleased when, upon 
inquiry, he found that Perry had beaten all the boys the school; 
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a cirdumstancc from which he prognosticated everythiiig that was 
fair and fork:nate in his future fate : obsorvingv that at his age he 
himself was just such another. The boy, who was now turned of 
six, having profited so little under the birch of his unsparing 
governor, Mrs. Picklo was counselled to solid him to a boarding- 
school not far from London, which was kept by a certain person 
very eminent for his successful method of^education. This advice 
she the more readily embraced,, because at that time she found 
herself pretty far gone with another child, that slio hoped would 
console her for tlie disappointment she had met with in the un¬ 
promising talents of Perry, or at any rate divide her concern, so as 
to enable her to endure the absence of either. < 


CHA.F. XII.—Peregrine Is sent to a Boarding-school—Becomes remarkable for his Genlnn 

and Ambition. * 

' 

The commodore, understanding her determination, to which her 
husband did not venture to make the least objection, interested 
himself so much in behalf of his favourite, as to lit^him out at his 
own charge, and accompany him in person to the place of his 
destination ; where he defrayed the expense of his entrance^ and 
left him to the particular c;ire and,inspection of the usher, who 
having been redbmmonded to him as a person of parts jtnd integrity, 
received per advance a handsome consideration for the task ho 
undertook. 

Notliing could be better judged than this piece of liberality ; the 
assistant was actually a man of learning, probity, and good sense ; 
and though obliged by the scandalous administration of fortune to 
act in the character of an inferior teacher, had, by his solo capacity 
and application, brought the school to tha^ degree of reputation, 
which it never could have obtained from the talents of its superior. 
He had established an. economy, which, though regular, was not 
at all severe, by emmting a body of laws suited to the age and 
comprehension of every individual; and each transgressor was 
fairly tried by his peers, and punished according- to the verdict of 
tlie juiy. No boy was scourged for want of apj|)rehension, but a 
spirit of emulation wat raised by well-timed praise and artful 
comparison, and maintained by a distribution of smalh'pt^^es, which 
were adjudged to those who signailized themselves either by their 
industry, sobriety, or genius. , a 

This tutor, whose name was Jennings, began with Perry, accord¬ 
ing to his constant maxim, by oxaniining the soil; ^^that is, studying 
his temper, in order to consult the bias of hi|i disposition, which 
was strangely perverted by the absurd discipline he had undergone. 

^ He found him in a state of sullen insensibility, which the child 
had gradually contracted in aTlong course of stupefying oorreotion j 
and at first he was not in the least actuated by that commendatipn 
which aninj^ted the rest of his school-fellows i noir it tlic 
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power of rdproach to excite hie ambition, which had been buried, 
as it were, in th^ grave of disgrace; the usher, ^eroforo, had 
recourse to contemptuous neglect, with which he aimcted to treat 
this stubborn spirit ; foreseeing that if he retained any seeds of 
sentiment, this weathet would infallibly raise them into vegetation ; 
his judgment was justified by the event; the boy in a little time 
began to make observations ; he perceived the marks of distinction 
with which virtue was Rewarded, grew ashamed of the despicable 
figure ho himself*made among liia companions, who, far from 
courting, rather shunned his conversation, and actually pined at 
his own want of' importance. 

Mr. Jennings sa^ and rejoiced at his inoitiGcation, which he 
suffered to proceed as far as possible, without endangering his 
health. The child lost all relish for diversion, loathed his food, 
grew pensive, solitary, and was frequently found weeping by him¬ 
self. These symptoms plainly evinced the recovery of his feelings, 
to whiqjjj^his governor thought it now high time to make application ; 
and thoyefore by little and little altered his Ijchaviour frpm the 
indifference ho had put on, to the aijpearance of more regard and 
attention. This produced a favourable change in the boy, whose 
eyes sparkled^ith satisfactuin one day, when his master expressed 
himself, with a show of surprise, in these words: “So, Periy, I 
lind^you don’t want genius, when you think proper to use it.” 
Such encomiums kindled the spirit of emulation in his little breast ; 
he exerted himself with surprising alacrity, byswhich he soon 
acgiiitted hinlself of the imputation of duiness, and obtained sundry 
honorary silver pennies, as acknowledgments of his application; 
his school-fellows now solicited his friendship as eagerly as they 
had avoided it beforeand in less than a twelvcmouth after lus 
arrival, this supposed dunce was remarkable for tho brightness of 
his partshaving in that short period learnt to read English 
perfectly well, made progress in writing, enabled himself to 
speak the French language witliout hesitation, and acquired some 
knowledge i%tho rudiments of the Latin tongue. The usher did 
not fail to transmit an account of his proficiency to the commodore, 
who received it with transport, and forthwith communicated the 
happy tidings to 4ho parents. 

Mr. Gamaliel'Pickle, who was never subject to violent cmotioim, 
heard them with a sort of phlegmatic satiedaction, that scarce luani- 
festod itself«eithor in his countenance or expressions ; nor did the 
child’s mother break forth into that rapture and admiration which 
mighty have been expected, when she understood how much the 
talents of her first-born had eVceeded the hope of her warmest 
imagination. Not but that she professed herself well pleased with 
Perry’s reputation ; though she observed that in commenda¬ 
tions the truth waS always exaggerated by schoolmasters, for their 
own interest; and pretended to wonder that the usher had nob 
mingled more probability •with his praise. Trunnion was offended* 
at hor indifference and want of faith; and believing that she refined 
too much in her discemment, swore that Jennings had declared the 
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truth, nnd nothing but tho truth ; for ho himself had' prophesied, 
from the beginning, that tho boy would turn out a credit to his 
family. But by this time Mrs, Pickle was blessed with a daughter, 
whom she had brought into the world about six months before the 
intelligence arrived ; so that her care and aSection being otherwise 
engrossed, the praise of Perry was the less greedily devoured. The 
abatement of her fondness was an advantage to his education, 
which w'ould have been retarded,.and perhSps ruined, by pernicious 
indulgence and prepostorcfus interposition, had her love considered 
him as an only child ; whereas her concern being now diverted to 
another object, that shared, at least, one-half of her affection, ho 
was left to tlie management of his preceptor*, who tutored him 
according to his own plan, without any lot or interruption. Indeed 
all his sagacity and circumspection were but barely sufficient to 
keep tho young geiitloniau in order ; for now that ho had won the 
palm of victory from his rivals in point of scholarship, his ambition 
dilated, and he was seized with the desire of subjecting the whole 
school by the valour of his arm. Before he could bring his project 
to bear, innumerable battles wero fought with various success; 
every day a bloody nose and complaint were presented against 
him, and his own visage commonly boro some llh’id marks of 
obstin.T-te contention. At length, however, he accomplished his 
aim ; his adversaries wore subdued, his prowess acknowledged,^ and 
he obtained tho laurel in war as well as in wit. Thus triumpliant, 
he was intoxicrtlcd with success : his pride rose in proportion to 
his ppwer ; and, in spite of all tho endeavours of dennings, who 
practised every method he could invent for curbing liLs licentious 
conduct, without depressing his spirit, he contracted a large pro¬ 
portion of insolence, which a scries of misfortunes that happened 
to him in the sequel could scarce effectually tame. Nevertheless 
there was a fund of good nature and generosity in his composition ; 
and though he established a tyranny ampng his comrades, the 
tranquillity of his reign was maintained by tho love rather than by 
the fear of his subjects. n 

In the midst of all this enjoyment of empire, he never once vio¬ 
lated that respectful awe with which the usher had found means 
to inspire him ; but he by no means preserved tbj same regard for 
tfie principal master, an old illiterate German Ipiack, who had 
formerly practised com-(utting among the quality, and sold cos¬ 
metic washes to the ladies, together with teeth-puwderi^ hair-dj’oing 
liquors, prolific elixirs, and tincturee to sweeten tho breatn. These 
nostrums, recommended hy the art of cringing, in which he was 
consummate, ingratiated him so much with people of fashion, that 
he was enabled to set up school with five-and-twepty boys, of the 
best families, whom ho boarded on his own terms, and undertook 
to instruct in the French and Latin languages, so os to qualify 
them for the colleges of Westminster and Eton. While this plan 
•Vvas in its infancy, he wa» so fortunate its to meet with Jennings, 
who, for tlm paltry consideration of thirty pounds a year, which his 
necessities compelled him to accept, took the whole trouble gf 
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educating tliV children upon himself, contrived an excellent system 
fur tliat purpose, and, by his assiduity and knowledge, executed 
all the particulars to the entire satisfaction of those concerned, who, 
by-tho-by, never in<iuired into bis qualifications, but suffered the 
other to enjoy the fruift of his labour and ingenuity. 

Over and above a large stock of avarice, ignorance, and vanity, 
this superior had certain^ridiculous peculiai itics in his person, such 
as a hunch upon l^is back, and distorted limbs, that seemed to 
attract the satirical notice of Peregrine, w^io, young as he wfis, took 
offence at his want of reverence for his usher, over whom he some¬ 
times clioso opportunities of disjjlaying his authority, that the boys 
might not misplace* their veneration. Mr. Keypstick, therefore, 
such as I have described him, incurred the contempt and displeasure 
of tliia^ enterprising pupil, who now being m the tenth year of his 
age, had capacity eflough to give him abundance of vexation. Ho 
underwent many mortifying jokes fiom the invention of Pickle and 
his confederates ; so that lie began to entertain suspicion of Mr. 
Jqjiiniugs^ who he could not help thinking had been at the bottom 
of tliem all, and spirited up principles of rebellion in the school, with 
a view of making himself indcpoiidcnt. Pos.sessed with this chimera, 
which was void of all foundation, the German descended so low as 
to tamper in private with the boys, from »vhom ho hoped to draw 
some, very important discovery; but ho was disappointed in his 
exjjectations ; and this mean practice reaching the ears of his usher, 
he voluntariljjrcsigned his employment. Finding iitlerest to obtain 
holy orders in a little tiuic after, ho left the kingdom, hoping to find 
a settlement in some of our Airiericau plantations. 

The deps^ftui'e of Mr. Jennings produced a great revolution in 
the affairs of Keypstick, which declined from that moment, because 
he had neither authority to enforce obedience, nor prudence to 
maintain order among his scholars : so that the school degenerated 
into anarchy and confuaoii, and he himself dwindled in the opinion 
of his employers, who looked upon him as superannuated, and with¬ 
drew their children from his tuition. 

Peregrine seeing this dissolution of their society, and finding 
himself every day deprived of some companion, began to repine at 
his situation, and*resolv'od, if possible, to procure his release from 
the jurisdiction of the jicrson whom ho both detested and despised. 
With this view he went to work, and comii*>sed the following billet, 
addveSsed^to^the commodore, which was the first specimen of his 
composition in the epistolary w.TtJr:— 

“ Hosot RKD AND LoviNO UNCLE,—Ilojpiift; yoli are in Rood liealth, tl\ifl serves to inform 
yon, that Mr. Jennings is gone, and Mr. aeypsticlc will never meet with his fellow. Tlia 
school is alrendy almost broke up. And the rest daily going away : and 1 beg of you of all 
love to have mo away also, for 1 canm t bear to 1>!> any longer under one who Is a 

porfcct IgiiorumuB, who scaroc knows the d'cllnation of mrisa, and is bore lit to be a scare¬ 
crow than a schoolmaster; hoping you will send for me soon, with my love to my aunt, 
and my duty to ipy honoured parents, craving their blessing and yonrs. And this is all 
at present Irom, honoured uncle, your well-beloved and, dutiful nephew and godson, and' 
bumble servant to command till dcafh, “ Peregrike riCKLa." 

Trunnion was overjoyed at the receipt of this Jettej,^ which ho 
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looked upon as one of the greatest efforts of human genius, and as 
such cominiviicated the contents to his lady, whom ho liad dis¬ 
turbed for the purpose in the middle of her devotion, by sending a 
raessago to her closet, whither it was her custom very frequently 
to retire. She was out of humour at bein^ interrupted, ana there¬ 
fore did not peruse this Bpecimen of her nephew’s understanding 
with all the relish that the commodore ^imself had enjoyed : on 
the contrary, after sundry paralytical endeavoiprs to speak (for her 
tf>ngue sometimes refused its office), slie observed that the boy was 
a pert jackanapes, and deserved to be severely chastised for treating 
his betters with such disrespect. if or husband undertook his 
godson’s defence, representing with great wannth that he knew 
Koypstick to be a good-for-nothing, piuiping old rascal, and tliat 
Peny showed a great deal of spirit and good seitse in desiring to 
be taken from under his command ; he therefdto declared that the 
boy should not live a week longer with such a shambling son of a 
b-, and sanctioned this declaration with abundance of otths. 

Mrs. Trunnion, composing her countenance into a loc^k of reli¬ 
gious deinurenoss, rebuked him for his ])rofanc way of talking ; and 
asked, in a magisterial tone, if he intcudod never to lay.^side that 
brutal behaviour. Irritated at this reproach, hS answered, in 
terms of indignation, that he knew liow to behave himself as well 
as e’er a woman that wore a head, bade her mind her own affairs, 
and with another repetition of oaths gave her to understand that 
he would be irihster in his own house. ^ 

This insinuation operated upon her spirits like friction upon a 
glass globe : her face gleamed with rosentnieut, and evoi’y pore 
seemed to omit particles of dame. She replied wibli incredible 
fluency of the bitterest expressions: he retorted equal rage in 
broken hints and incoherent imprecations: she rejoined with 
redoubled fury ; and in conclusion he was fain to betake himself to 
flight, ejaculating curses against her; aivl muttering something 
concerning the brandy-bottie, which, however, he took care should 
never reach her ears. • 

From his own house ho went directly to visit Mrs. Pickle, to 
whom ho imparted Peregrine’s ex)iBtlo, with many encomiums upon 
liJic boy’s promising parts: and, finding his commendations but 
coldly received, desired she would permit him t(J take his godson 
under his own care. a 

This lady, whose family was now increased by anotlu^ son, wlio 
seemed to engross her care for the ffl-csent, had not seen Perry during 
a course of four years, and, wijh r^ard to him, was perfectly 
weaned of that infirmity known by the name of matenial fondness ; 
she therefore consented to the commodore’s requejjjb with great con¬ 
descension, and a polite compliment to him on the concern he had 
all along manifested for the welfare of the child. 
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Ckaf. X lilt—The Commodore takes Perei^ne under hts own care—The Boy arrives at 
the Carrison— la atrangety rocfllved by his owu Mother—KtiterR Into a Confedoracy with 
Hatchway and Pipes, aud executes a couple of waggish Knterprisca upon his Aunt. 

Tbunniok’ having obtained this permission, that very afternoon 
despatched the lieutenant in a po^t-chaiso to Keypstick's house, 
from whence in two days ho returned with our young hero, who 
being now in the eleventh year of his age, had outgrown the expec¬ 
tation of all his family, and was remarkable for the licauty and 
elegance of his persKin. His godfather was transported at his 
arrival, as if he had boon actually the issue of his own loins; he 
shook h}m heartily by the hand, turned him round and round, sur¬ 
veyed him from toirto bottom, bade Hatchway take notice how 
handsomely he was built; and squeeze**! bis hand again, saying,— 

“D-^re, you dog, I suppose you don’t value such an old crazy 

soq of a Ik-as mo a rope’s end. You have forgot how I was wont 

to dandlo you on my Icneo, when you was a little urchin no bigger 
than the davit, and played a thousand tricks upon me, burning my 

’bacco'pouckes ^ud poisoning my rumbo. O ! d-yo, you can 

grin fast enough, 1 see ; I warrant you have learnt more things than 
writiqg and the Latin lingo.” 

Even 'Foin Pipes expressed uncommon satisfaction on this joyful 
occasion ; and, coming up to Perry, thrust forth hiS fore paw, and 
accosted him wdth the salutation of “What cheer, ray young 
master? lain glad to see thee with all my heart.” These com¬ 
pliments being passed, his uncle halted at the door of his wife’s 
chamber, at which he stood hallooing, “Here’s your kinsman 
Perry: belike you won’t come and bid him welcome.”—“ Lord ! 
Mr. Trunnion,” said she, “ why will you continually harass me in 
this manner with yi>ur iiiipcrtinent intrusion ? ”—“ I harrow you t ” 
replied the commodore : “ ’sblood ! 1 believe your upper works are 
damaged: I oaly came to inform you that here was your cousin. 

whom you have not seen these four long years ; and I’ll be d-d 

if there is such another of his age within the king’s dominions, 
d’ye see, either far make or mettle : he’s a credit to the name, 
d’ye see : but, d-^— ray eyes, I’ll say no more of the matter: it 
you come, you may ; if you won’t, you may let it alone.”—“ Well, 
1 won’t ooije,%hen,” answered his yoko-fellow, “for I am at present 
more agreeably employed.”—“Oho ! you are. I believe so too,” 
cried the commodore, making wr^faces and mimicking the .action of 
dram-drinking. Then, addressing himself to Hatchway, ‘ ‘ Prithee, 
Jack,” said he, go and try thy skill on that stubborn hulk; if 
an^ody can bring her about, I know you wool. ” 

Thai lieutenant accordingly, taking his station at the door, con¬ 
veyed his persuasion in those words : “ What, won’t you turn out 
and hail little Perry ? ItawiU do yotir heart good to see such a 
handsome young dog ; I’m sure he is the very moral of ypu, and as 
like as if he had been spit out of your own mouth, as saying 
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is : do show a little respect for your kinsman, caii^t you ? ” To 
this rernonttrance, she replied, in a mild tc*ie of voice, “Bear 
Mr. Hatchway, you arc always teasing one in such a manner; 
sure I am, nobody can tax me with unkindness, or want of natural 
aflection.” So saying, she opened the do8r, and, advancing to the 
hall whore her nephew stood, received him very graciously, and 
observed that ho was the very imago of h^r papa. 

In the afternoon he was conducted by the commodore to the 
house of his parents ; a'nd, strange to toll, no sooner was ho pre¬ 
sented to his mother, than her countenance changed, she eyed him 
with tokens of affliction and surprise, and, bursting into tears, 
exclaimed her child was dead, and this wis no other than an 
impostor whom they had brought to defraud her sorrow. Trunnion 
w'as confounded at tliis iinaccoimtable passion, which had no <)ther 
foundation than caprice and whim ; and (jlamaliel himself was so 
disconcerted and unsettled in his owp belief, which began to waver, 
that ho knew not how to behave towards the boy, whomij his god¬ 
father immediately carried back to the garrison, swearkig all Hio 
way that Perry should never cross their threshold again with his 
good will. Nay, so much was he incensed at this unnatural and 
absurd renunciation, that lie rt'fhscd to carry on aiiy further 
conespondcnco with Pickle, until ho was ajipcased by his solicita¬ 
tions and submission, and Peregrine owned tis his son ami heir. 
But this acknowledgment was mrule without the privity of Ills 
wife, whose 'Vicious aversion lie was obliged, in .appearance, to 
adopt. Thus exiled from his father’s house, the young gentleman 
was loft entirely to the disposal of the commodore, whose aflectiou 
for him daily increased, insonmcli that he could scarcely prevail 
upon himself to part with him, when liis education ab.soluti']y 
required that ho should bo othevwiso disposed of. 

in all probability, this extraordinary attaclnncnt was, if not 
produced, at least riveted by that [leciiliai' turn in Peregrine’s 
imagination, which wo have already observed ; and which, during 
his residence in the castle, appeared in sundry* stratagems ho 
practised upon his uncle and aunt, under the auspices of Mr. 
Hatchway, who assisted him in the contrivance and execution of all 
Jiis schemes. Nin’ was pipes exempted from a sh^re in their under¬ 
takings ; for, being a trusty fellow, not without dexterity in some 
cases, and altogether Vesigued to their will, they found him a 
serviceable instrument for their purpose, and used hifti ^cordingly. 

The first sample of their art watS exhibited upon Mrs. Trunnion. 
They terrified that good lady with stntfige noises when she retired 
to her devotion. Pipes was a natural genius in the composition of 
discords : he could imitate the sound produced by the winding of a 
jack, the filing‘of a saw, and the swinging of a malefactor hanging in 
chains ; he could counterfeit the braying of an ass, the screeching of 
a night-owl, the caterwauling of cats, the howling tif a dog, the 
squeaking of a pig, the ctowing of a co«k ; and he had learned the 
war-whoQp uttered by the Indiana in North America. These talents 
were exerted successfully, at diflferent times and places, to the terror 
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of Trunnion, fcho discomposure of the commodore himself, and 
the consternation of^ll the servants in the castle. Peregrine, with 
a sheet over his clouies, sometimes tumbled before his''aunt in the 
twilight, when her organa of vision wore a little impaired by the 
cordial she had swallowed ; and the boatswain’s mate taught him to 
shoe cats with walnut-shells, so that they made a most dreadful 
clattering in their nocturnal excursions. 

The mind of Mrs. Truflnion was not a little disturbed‘by these 
alarms, which, in hftr opinion, porfeiided Jihe death of some prin¬ 
cipal person in the family ; slie redoubled her religious exercises, 
and fortified her spirits with fresh positions; nay, she began to 
take notice that Mr. Trunnion’s constitution ivas very much 
broken, and seonied dissatisfied when peojde observed that they 
never saw him look better. Her frequent visits to the closet, whore 
all her consolation was deposited, inspired the confederates wdth a 
device which had like to have been attended with tragical conse¬ 
quences. They found an opportunity to infuse jalap in one of 
her case-qpttles ; and she took so largely of this medicine, that her 
coifstitution had well nigh sunk umler the violence of its effect. 
She suffered a succession of fainting fits that reduced her to the 
lirink of the grlivo, in spite of all ilie remedies that were adminis¬ 
tered by a physician, who was called in the beginning of her 
disorder. 

After having examined the symptoms, he declared that the 
patient had been poisoned, with arsenic, and y»rescril)cd oily 
draughts and Rubricating injections, to defend tlie coats of tJie 
stomach and intestines from tlie vellieating particles of that per¬ 
nicious mineral; at the same t,inie hinting, with a look of infinite 
sagacity, that it ivas not difficult to divine tlie ivhole mystery. He 
affected to deplore the poor lady, as if she was exposed to more 
attempts of the same nature ; thereby glancing obliquely at the 
innocent commodore, whom the officious sou of ^rlilscuhqnus sus¬ 
pected as the author of tliis expedient, to rid his hands of a yoke¬ 
fellow for whogi ho w'as well known to have no great devotion. 
This impertinent and malicious insinuation made some impression 
upon the bystanders, and furnished ample field for slaiidei' to 
asperse the inoral^of Trunnion, who w^as represented through the 
whole district as .'#nionstor of barbarity. Nay, the sufferer herself, 
though she bolmved with great decency ami prudence, could not 
help entertaiising some small diffidence of her husband *, not that 
she irnagirftd he had any desigij^ upon her life, but that ho had 
been at pains to adulterate ^he brandy with a view of detaching 
her from that favourite liquor. ' 

On thi 3 supposition, she resolved to act with more caution forth© 
future, without setting on foot any inquiry about the affair ; while 
the commodore, imyTuting her indisposition to some* natural cause, 
after the daiyger w’as past, never bestowed a thought upon the 
subject j so that the perp^rators were quit of their fear, ■which, 
however, htid punished them so effectually, that they never would 
hazard any more jokes of the same nature. ^ 
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The shafts of their vrit were now directed against the commander 
, himself, whom they teased and terrified alniogt out of his senses. 
One day, wTiilo he was at dinner, Pixjes came and told him that 
there was a person below that wanted to speak with him imme¬ 
diately, about an affair of the greatest dmportanco, that would 
admit of no delay ; upon which he ordered the stranger to be told 
that ho was engaged, and that he must send uj) his name and busi¬ 
ness. To this demand he received for arifewer a messwige importing 
that the person’s name jtvas unknown to him,* and his business of 
such a nature, that it could not be disclosed to any one but the 
commodore himself, whom ho earnestly desired to see without loss 
of time. ^ 

Trunnion, surprised at this importunity, got up with great 
reluctance, in the middle of his meal, and descending to a 
parlour where the stranger was, asked him, j»4 a surly* tone, what 

he wanted with him in such a d-d hurry, that he could not 

wait till he had made an end of his mess ? The other, |iot at all 
disconcerted at this rough address, advanced close up to him on his 
tiptoes, and, with a look of confidence and conceit, laying ?iis mofith 
to one side of the commodore’s head, whispered softly in his ear, 
“Sir, 1 arn the attorney whom you wanted to cOiivorso with in 
private.”—“The attorney?” cried Trunnion, staring, and haif- 
choked with cholcr, “Yes, sir, at your service,” rcidied this 
retainer to the law ; “and, if you please, the sooner we despatch 
the affair the Vetter; for ’tis an old observation, that delay breeds 
danj^er.”^—“Truly, brother,” said the commodore, *\vh{> could no 
longer contain hin»self, “1 do confess that 1 am veiy much of your 
way of thinking, d’ye see; and therefore you shall bo despatched 
in a trice.” So saying, ho lifted uj) his walking-staff, which was 
something between a crutch and a cudgel, and discharged it with 
such energy on the seat of the attorney’s understanding, that if 
there hiul been anything but solid bone, tjie contents of his skull 
must have been evacuated. 

Fortified as he was by nature against all such as^ults, he could 
not withstand the momentum of the blow, which in an instant laid 
him fiat on the fioor, deprived of all sense and motion; and 
Trunnion hopped upstairs to dinner, apjilauding^ himself iu ejacu- 
Ihtions all the way for the vengeance he had taken on such an 
impudent j>ettifogging i]|iscrcant. 

The attorney nc) sooner aw’akcd from his trance, iiito which he 
had been so unexpectedly lulled, lihan he cast his eyes*around in 
quest of evidence, by which ho might^be enabled the more easily 
to prove the injury he had sustained ; but not a soul appearing, 
lie made shift to get upon his logs again, and, with ti\e blood 
trickling over his nose, followed one of the servants into the dining¬ 
room, resolved \o come to an explanation with the assailhnt, and 
either extort money from him by way of satisfactioi;, or ]^rovoke 
him to a second applicatkin before witnesses. With this, view^ he, 
entered the room in a peal of clamour, to the ama/sement .,pf 
present, Aid the terror of Mrs. Trunnion, who shrilskea at> 
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Appoitrance of 'such a spectacle; and addressing himself to the 
commodore, “I’ll tgll you what, sir,” said he ; “if there be law 
in England, I’ll make you smart for this here assault.* You think 
you have screened yourself from a prosecution by sending all your 
servants out of the waj;; but that circumstance will appear upon 
trial to be a plain proof of the malice prepense with which the fact 
was committed ; especially when corroborated by the evidence of 
this here letter, under jour own hand, whereby I am desired tf> 
come to your own Iwiise to transact an affji^ir of consequence. ” So 
saying, he produced the writing, and read the contents in these 
words :— 

"Mr. Roger IUvise, 

IJcJtif? in a maniiCT prisoner in my own house, I dCvSiro you will give me a call 
precisely at three o'clock in the afternoon, and insist upon seeing myself, aa I have an 
affair of great consequence, iu which your particular advice is wanted by your humble 
servant, • " IIawseb Tkubsion," 

The one-eyed commander, who liad been satisfied' with the 
chastisement he had already bestowed upon the plaintiff, hearing 
hint read* this audacious piece of forgery, which he considored as 
the effect of his own villany, started up from table, and seizing 
a huge turkey ^at lay in a dish before him, would have applied it, 
sauce and all, by w'ay of poultice, to his wound, had he not been 
restrained by Hatchway, who laid fast hold on lx)th his arms, and 
fixed him to his chair again, advising the attorney to sheer off with 
what he had got. Ear from following this salutary counsel, he 
redoubled his*tlireats, and set Trunnion at defiance, telling him 
he was not a man of true courage, although he liad commanded a 
ship of war, or else he would not have attacked any person in such 
a cowai-dly and clandestine manner. This provocation would have 
answered his purpose effectually, had not liis adversary’s indigna¬ 
tion been repressed by the suggestions of the lieutenant, who desired 
his friend, in a whisper, to be easy, for he would take care bo have 
the attorney tossed in m blimkot for his presumption. This pro¬ 
posal, which he received with great approbation, pacified him m a 
moment: he mped the sweat from his forehead, and his features 
relaxed into a grim smile. 

Hi^tchway disappeared ; and Ravine proceeded W'ith great fluency 
Of abuse, until hg^was interrupted by tlio arrival of Pipes, who. 
without any expostulation, led him out by the hand, and con¬ 
ducted him to the yard, where he was puWnto a carpet, and in a 
twinkling aerft into the air by the strength and dexterity of live 
stout operators, whom the lieuteAant had selected from the number 
of domestics for that singulaf spell of duty. 

In vain did the astonished vaulter beg, for the love of God, that 
they would take {lity upon him, and put an end to his involuntary 
gumbom r they worp deaf to his prayers and protestations, even 
when !he '6wote, in the most solemn manner, that if tliey would 
him, he would forget and forgive what was past 
peace to his cwvn habitation ;*and continued the game 
latigued with tlie exercise. , 
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Ravine being dismiBsed in a most melancholy plight, brought 
an action of assault and battery against thg commodore, and 
subpoenaed all the servants as evidences in the cause; but as 
none of them had seen what happened, he did not find his account 
in the prosecution, though be himself exa^iined all tho witnesses, 
and, among other questions, asked, whether they had not seen him 
come in like another man ? and whether they had ever seen any 
otlier man in such a condition as that in wliich he had crawded off? 
But tliis last interrogatioij they V^ere not obliged to answer, because 
it had reference to the second discipline he had undergone, i)) whicli 
they, and they only, were concerned; and no person is bound to 
give lestimuny against himself. 

In short, the attorney was nonsuited, to the satisfaction of all 
who knew him, and found himself under the necessity of proving 
that he had received, in course of post, th^e letter which was 
declared in court a scandalous forgery, in order to prevent an 
indictment with which he was threatened by the commodore, who 
little <|rearat that the whole affair had been planned and executed 
by I’eregrine and his associates. ’ 

Tlio next enterprise in which this triumvirate engaged, was 
a scheme to frighten Trunnion with an apparitiwi, which they 
prepared and exhibited in this maimer : to the hide of a large ox, 
Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a moat terrible apjiearance, stretched 
on the jaws of a shark, which he had brought from sea, and accom¬ 
modated with couple of broad glasses instead of eyes. On the 
iusidp of' these he placed two rushlights, and, witli S\ comjiosition 
of sulphur .and saltpetre, made a inetty large fusee, wliicli lie fixed 
between two rows of the teeth. This equipage being finished, lie, 
one dark night chosen for tho purpose, put it on, and, following 
the commodore into a long passage, in which ho was preceded by 
Perry with a light in his hand, kindled his firework with a match, 
and began to bellow like a bull. Tho hoy, as it was concerted, 
looked behind him, screamed aloud, and cfroiipe.d the light, which 
was extinguished in tho fall; when Trunnion, alarmed at Jus 
nephew’s consternation, exclaimed, “Zounds! w list's the matter? ” 
and turning about to see the cause of his dismay, beheld a hideous 
phantom vomiting blue flame, which .aggravated JlIig horrors of its 
Aspect. He was instantly seized with an agony of fear, which 
divested him of his reason; nevertheless, he, as it were mechanically, 
raised his trusty supporter in his own defence, and, ^le ajiparition 
.advancing towards him, aimed it ^t this dreadful .annofance with 
such a convulsive exertion of strengtji, tlmt had not the blow 
chanced to light upon one of the horns, Mr. Pipes would have had 
no cause to vsClue himself upon liis invention. Misapplied as it 
was, ho did not fail to stagger at the shock ; and, dreading'another 
such salutation, closed with the commodore, and having tripped up 
his heels, retreated witli great expedition. 

• It was then that Perpgriiie, pretending to recolle'cfc himself a 
little, r.an, with all the marks of disturbance and nffri^t, and 
Called up*the serv.ants to the assistance .of their 
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they found ih a cold sweat upon the floor, his features betokening 
horror and confusiwi. Hatchway raised him up, and»havirig com¬ 
forted him with a cup of Nantz, began to inquire into the cause of 
his disorder: but he could not extract one word of answer from 
his friend, who, aftei* a considerable pause, during which he 
seemed to l)o wrapped in profound contemplation, pronounced 
aloud, “ Jiy the Lord ! Jack, you may say wliat you wool- but I’ll 

be d-d if it was not l)avy Jom's himself. 1 know him by his 

saucer-eyes, his three rows of teeth, hiff horns and tail, and tlie 
blue smoke that came out of liis nostrils. Wliat does the black¬ 
guard hell’s baby want with mo? I’m sure 1 never committed 
murder, except in tlwj way of my profession, nor wronged any man 
whatsomever since 1 first wont to sea.” This same Davy Jones, 
according to the nivthology of sailors, is the fiend that. presides 
over all the evil spirits of the deep, and is often .seen in various 
shapes, iierching among the rigging > ii iJie eve of hurricanes, ship- 
wreck.s, #ud other disasters, to which a seafaring life is exposed ; 
warning the devoted wretch of death and woe. No wonder then 
that Trunnion was disturbed by a supposi'd visit of this demon, 
which, in his opinion, foreboded some dreadful calamity. 


CuAP. XIV.—IIo is also, by tbrir device, engaged in an Adventrite with Ibe Exciseman, 
who docs not find his Account in liia ovti llrolleiy.^*' 

HowsoEVEii preposterous and unaccountable that passion may be 
which prompts persons, otherwise geiioious and sympathizing, to 
afflict and perplex their fellow-creatures, certain it is, our coii- 
fedort^s entertained such a large projiurtion of it, that not satis¬ 
fied with the pranks they had already jilayed, they still persecuted 
the commodore without ceasing. In the course of his own history, 
the particulars of wiiick he delighted to recount, lie had often 
rehearsed an adventure of deer-stealing, in wdiioh, tlurmg the 
unthinking im|fcetuo.sity of his youth, he had been unfortunately 
concerned. Far from succeeding in that achievement, he and his 
associates had, it seems, been made prisoners, after an obstinate 
engagement with iio keepers, and carried before a neighbouring* 
justice of the pcaSo, who used Trunnion Avith great indignity, and 
with his'companiona committed him to jail. • 

His owtjj rSlationa, and in particular an uncle on whom he 
chiefly depended, treated him cftiriug his confinement with great 
rigour and inhumanity, and absolutely refused to interpose his 
influence in liis behalf, unless ho would sign a writing, obliging 
himself to go to^ea within thirty days after his release, under the 
penalty of being p^jocoeded against as a felon. The alternative 
was, either to undergo this voluntary exile, or remain in xinson 
disowned and deserted by everybody, and, after all, suifer an 
ignominious trial, that might end in a scfiteiice of transportation 
for life. He therefore, without much hesitation, embanced the 
ptYiposal of his kinsman, and, as he observed, was, ii^less than 
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A month after his dischai^c, turned adrift to the mercy of the wind 
and * * 

Since that period ho Imd never maintained any correspondence 
with hia relations, all of wdiom had concurred in sending him off; 
nor would he ever pay the least regard to the humiliations and 
supplications of some among them, who had prostrated themselves 
before him, on tho advancement of his ^jrtunc : but he retained 
a most inveterate resentment asainsL his unch', who was still in 
being, though extremely old and inlirni, and frequently mentioned 
his name with all the bitterness of revenge. 

Peny being jicrfectly well acejuainted with tho particulars of 
this story, which he had heard .so often rtJpeated, proposed to 
Hfitehway, th.it a person should bo hired to introduce himself 
to the commodore, with uT sup 2 )ositit.iou 8 lctteii_of recommendation 
from this detested kinsman; an im 2 )csition that, in all likelihood, 
■would afford abundance of diversion. 

The lieutenant relished the scheme; and young Picklb having 
competed an einslle ftjr tho ocoa.siou, the exciseman of tho jiarirh, 
a follow of great impudence and some humour, in whom Hatchway 
coidd confide, undertook to transcribe and deliver with his own 
hand, and also personate the man in whose favour it was feigned 
to bo written. He, accordingly, one morning arrived on horse¬ 
back at the garrison, tw'o hours at least before Trunnion used to 
get iqi, and give Pi])es, w'ho jidmitted him, to understand, that ho 
had a letter from his iniister, which he wji.s ordcired to deliver to 
none* but tho commodore himself. This message w'as no sooner 
communicated, ilimi the indignant chief (wlio Inid lieon waked 
for the puri)Osc) began to curse tho messenger for breaking his 
re.st, and swore he would not budge till his usual time of 
turning out. This resolution being conveyed to the stranger, 
he desired the carrier to go back and tell him, he had such joyful 
tidings to impart, that he w'PS sure the tommodore would think 
himself amjdy rewarded for his trouble, oven if he had been raised 
from the grave to receive them. 

Tliis assurance, flattering as it was, W'ould not have been power¬ 
ful enough to persuade him, had it not beeii^, assisted with the 
Exhortations of his spouse, which never failecU- to influence hia 
conduct. Ho therefore crept out of bed, though not without groat 
rei>ugnance; and wrapiiiug himself in his inoriiiim gown, Avas 
suiiported down stairs, rubbing ,his eye, yawning ieiwfully, and 
grumbling all the ivay. As soon as l^o popped his head into the 
parlour, the supposed stranger made divers awkward bows, and 
with a grinning aspect accosted him in these words : “Your most 
humble servant, most noble commodore ! 1 hoj)C*you are*in good 

health ; you look pure and hearty ; and if it was not for that'mis* 
fortune of your eye, one would not desire to see a more pleasant 
. countenance in a summer's day. Sure as T am a lining soul, one 
would lake you to be on this side of tfireescore. Lord help ua, I 
should hi?ve known you to be a Trunnion, if I had met with you ill 
the midst bf Salisbury plain, as tho saying is.” 
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TLo commodore, who was not at all in the humour of relishing 
such an impertineitb preamble, interrupted him in tMs place, say¬ 
ing, with a peevish accent, Pshaw! pshaw ! brother, there’s no 
occasion to bowse out so much unnecessary gum ; if you can't bring 
your discourse to bear on the right subject, you had much better 
clap a stopper on your tongue, and bring yourself up, d’ye see; I 
was told you had soiuei^ing to deliver.”—“Deliver!’’ cried the 
waggish impostor, .“odds heart! *1 have got something for you 
that will make your very entrails rejoice M’lthiii your body. Here’s 
a letter frf)m a dear and worthy friend of yours. Take, read it, 
and be happy. Bleissings on his old heart I one would tliink he had 
renewed his age, likfi the eagle’s.” Trunnion’.^ expectation being 
tl\u8 raised, he called for his spectacles, adjusted them to liis eye, 
took the letter, an<^ being curious to know the subscription, no 
sooner perceived his uncle’s name. +}i,‘>u he started back, his lip 
quivered, and he began to shake in every limb with resentment 
and surp^se ; nevertheless, eager to know the subject of an epistle 
froiin a p«»rson who had uover before troubled him witlj any Sort of 
address, he endeavoui’cd to recollect himself, and perused the con¬ 
tents, which Wijf’e these ;—■ 

“Lovfno NKrHKW,—T not tut you will Ijc rejoiced (o liear of my wr lfaic; and 

well you may, conwidcriug wh.it a kind iimc 1“ 1 h.ivo 1) cn to you iii the d lys o*' your youth, 
and how little you d. served any such ilnnK; lor you waa always a gracelesa young man, 
given to wdeked coiiises and had company, whereby you would have come to a shamefui 
i-nd, had it not been for my care m sciidiug vou out of mi^ihiol » w^y But tins is not 
the cause oFmy pr»*eiit writing. The b-'iirer, Mr Timothy Tin Icle, is a di.mant relation of 
youiB, lieiiig the son of the cou'iu of your aunt Margery, and is not over and ahuAi well 
as to worldly matters. 11tiuiiks ot go ng to l/mdoii, to set. lur some post In the excise nr 
i'U'.tnms, if so he that you will recuinmcjid liim to sono' great niau of your acquatutance, 
and give him a small matter to keep him till he is jiruvldcd 1 doubt not, oepbew, but you 
will be glad to serve him, if it was no more but tor tlio re'-pect you bear to lue. who am,— 
Loving nephew, your affectionate uncle, and sui vaiit to command, “ Tobiah Titn.NNioii." 

It; would bo a difficult task for the inimitiblo Hogarth himself to 
exhibit the ludicrous exfiression of tho commodore's coiintenanco, 
wliilo he read tliis letter. It was not a slaro of astoiiishmont, a 
convulsion of ftige, or a gluvstly grin of revenge; but an associa¬ 
tion of all three, that took possession of hi.s features. At length, 
he hawked up, with incredible straining, the interjection, “Ah!" 
that seemed to ha^’c stuck some tiuio in his windpipe ; and thus^ 
gave veiit to his indignation : “ Have I come alongside of you at 
last, you old stinking curmudgeon ? You He, you lousy hulk ! ye 
lie ! you did all in your power to founder me when I was a 
stripling ; and as for being graceless, and wicked, and keeping 

batl company, you tell a d-d lie again, you thief! there waa 

not a more peacoable lad in the county, and I kept no bad company 
but youf own, iVye see. Thciroforo, you Trickle, or what’s your 
name, toll the old rascal that sent you hither, that 1 spit in'hia 
face, and call liim horse; that 1 teai* his letter into rags, so; and 
that I ttampjL& upon it as I would upon his own villanous carcass, 
d'yo see." So saying, ho dSuced in a soxt of frenzy upon the frag¬ 
ments.of tbe paper, which he had scattered about the room, to the 
mexpressible satisfaction of the triuiuvirate, who beheld ilie scene. 
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The exciseman having got between him and the doot, which was 
left oi)en fow his escape, in case of necessity, «,lFocted great con¬ 
fusion and surprise at his behaviour, saying, with an air of 
mortification, “Lord be merciful unto me! is this the way you 
treat your own relations, and the rccfunmenclation of your 
best friend? Surely all gratitude and virtue has left this 
sinful world ! What will cousin Tim, ayd Dick, and Tom, and 
good mother Pi[)kin ; and her .daughters cousin Sue, and Pruc, 
and Peg, with all the rest of our kinsfolks, say, when they liear of 
tins unconscionable reception that I have met with ? Consider, sir, 
that ingratitude is worse than the .sin of witchcraft, as the A])ostl 0 
wisely observes; and do not send me away with such unchristian 
usage, which will lay a lieavy load of guilt uiton your poor ipiser- 
ablo soul.”—“ What, you arc on a cruise for a post, brother 
Trickle, aii’t ye?” said Trunni»)n, interruptifig him; “wo shall 


find a post for you in a trice, my boy. Here, Ihpes, Lake this saucy 

son of a b- and belay limi to the wdiiiiping-post in t^ic yard. 

I’ll teach jmu to rouse me in tlie moiniiig with such in^ertment 
messages.” 


Pipes, who wanted to carry the j(*k(! farthor than the exciseman 
dreamt of, laid hold of liim hi a twinkling, and exe<?lited the orders 
of his commander, not w itlistanding all his nods, w'inking, and 
significant gestures, winch the boatswain’s mate wamld by no ^n'aiis 
undi'i’stand ; so that ho began to repent of the part lie acted in thi.s 
performance, ■vuiieli w as like to end so tragically ; and stood fastened 
to tlfc shake, in a very disagreeable slate of su-sjiense ; casting many 
a rueful look over his left shoulder, while Pijies was absent in quest 
of a cat-o’-iiinc-tails, m expectation of being relieved bj- the inter¬ 
position of the lieutenant, who did not, liowcver, apjiear. Tom, 
returning with the instrument of correction, undressed the 
delinquent in a trice, and whispering in his ear, that he was very 
sorry for being employed in such an ollice, but durst not for his soul 
disobey the orders of Ins commander, flourished the scourge about 
bis head, and wnth admirabie dexterity made sufli a smarting 
application to tbe oit'ender’s liack and shoulders, that the distracted 
gauger performed sundry new' cuts W’ith his feet, and bellowed 
iiideously with pain, to tlie infinite satisfaction?-'of the spcctalfU's. 
At length, when he was almost flayed from his rump to the nape of 
his neck, JFfatchw’ay, wRo had purposely absented himself hitherto, 
appeayed in the yard, and interposing in his behalf, jfte^ailed upon 
I'ruiinion to call oil' the executiomfir, and ordered the malefactor to 
be released. ® 


The exciseman, mad with the catastrophe ho had undergone, 
threatened to he revenged upon his employers, b}^ makings candid 
confession of tlfe whole plot; but the lieutenant,giving him to under¬ 
stand, that in so doing, he would bring upon himself a prosecution 
for fraud, forgery, and imposture, he was fain to put up with his 
loss ; and sneaked out of the garrisonf attended with a volley of 
curses discharged upon him by the commodore, who was exceedingly 
irritated bp the disturbance and disappointment he had undergone. 
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Chap. XV.—Tho Commodore doteits tlio Maebinations of tlie Conspirator'^, and biroa a 
Tutoi lor Fercgaiiie, wliou he .ic-ttles at Winchester School. 

This was not the least alHiction he had suffered from the unwearied 
endeavours and unexhatistod inventifui of his tormentor-s, who 
harassed him with ^uch a variety* of inisjphievons pranks, that he 
began to think all the devils in hell had conspired against his peace ; 
and accordingly became very serious and ccuitemplativo on tho 
subject. 

In tho course of hiifincditations, wlicn lie recollected and compared 
tho circumstances of every mortilication to which he had been lately 
exposed, ho could n^t help .suspticting that .some of them must have 
been contrived to vox him ; and, a.i ho was not ignorant of his 
lieutenant’s disposition, uor unac((uaiuted wiili the talents of Pere¬ 
grine, Ifb resolved to observe them both for tho future with tho 
utmost c^re and circumspvction. This resolution, aided hy tho 
incautious condiu:t of tlio eon.s[)irators, whom, by this time, success 
had rendered l^^jcdless and indiscreet, was attended with tho desired 
effect, lie in a little time, detected Perry in a new plot ; and by 
dint of :i little chastisement, and a great many threats, extorted 
from^tiim a confession of all tho contrivances in which he had been 
concerned. The comnmdore was thmiderstruck at. the discovery, 
and so much iticensod ag.iinst Hatchway for tho ])art he had g,ctca 
in the whole, that ho deliboratod with himself, whether ho should 
demand satisfaction with sivord and pistol, or disiinss him from tho 
garrisfui, and renounce all friendship with him at once. But ho had 
been so long accustomed to .lack’s company, that ho could not livo 
without him ; and upon more cool retlectioii, iiei’coiving that what 
he had done was rather the cllect of wantoiiiie.ss than malice, which 
ho himself w'ould have laughed to sec take place upon any other 
person, ho detormined to devour his chagrin, and extended his 
forgiveness cvefi to Pipes, whom, lu tlio tlist sally of his ])assiou, ho 
had looked u])ou in a more criminal light tlmu that of a simple 
mutineer This djjtermination w.is seconded by another, W'hicli ho 
thought ab.solutolf,' necessary for his own repose, and in which hisT 
own interest, atid that of his noiihow, concurred. 

Peregrine, i^ho w.is now turned of twelve, had made such advances 
under the' instruction of .lennitjigs, that lie often disputed u])on 
grammar, and was sometinuis thought to have tho hotter in his 
contests, with the parish-piiest, ivho, iiutwitlistandiiig this acknow¬ 
ledged superiority of his antagonist, did great jii.siicc to his genius, 
which he’assured Mr. Trunnion would bo lost for wai\t of cultivation 
if tho boy was not immediately sent to prosecute his studies at sorao 
proper seminary of learning. 

This niaxinl had been ini^rc than once inculcated upon the com¬ 
modore by Sirs. Trunnion, who, over and above the deference she 
paid to the ijarson’s ojiinion, Inwl a reason of her own fo? wishing 
to see the house clear of Peregrine, at whoso prying disposition she 
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began to be very uneasy. Induced by these motives, which ^ere 
joined by thfi solicitation of the youth himself, ^ho ewlently longed 
to see a little more of the world, his uncle determined to send him 
forthwith to Winchester, luider the innnediate care and iuB})ection 
of a governor, to whom ho allowed a very*' handsome appointment 
for that purpose. This gentleman, whoso name was Mr. Jacob 
Jolter, had been school-fellow with tho jirirson of the i)arish, who 
recommended him to Mrs. Trunnion as n person of great worth and 
learning, in cvei-y respect qualified for the oftice of a tutor. Ha 
likewise added, by way of eulogium,that lie w.as a man of exemplary 
piety, and particularly zealous for the honour of tlic church of which 
he was a member, having been many years iiV holy orders, though 
ho did not then exercise any function of the priesthood. Indeed, 
Mr. Joltcr’s zeal was so exceedingly fervent, a,*?, on some occasions, 
to get the better of his discretion ; for, being a high churchman and 
of consequence a malcaiitciit, his resentment was habituated into an 
insurmountable prejudice against the present disposition of alfairs, 
which* by confounding the nation with the ministry, sorm^times iled 
him into erroneous, not to say absurd calculations ; otherwise, a 
man of good morals, well versed in mathomatica and,school divinity, 
studies whicli had not at all contributed to sweeten and unbend the 
natural sourness and severity of liis comjilcxioii. 

This gentleman being destined to the charge of superintending 
Perry’s education, everything was prejiarccl for their de]>arture ; 
and Tom Pipes, in consequence of his own petition, fut into livery, 
and apjiointed footman to tho young squire. Put, before they set 
out, the commodore paid the coin}»lim<)nt of communicating his 
design to Mr. Pickle, wlio approved of the plan, though ho durst 
not venture to see the lioy ; so much was ho intimidated by tlje 
remonstrances of his wife, whose aversion to her first-born became 
every day more inveterate and unaccountable. This unnatural 
caprice seemed to be supported by a considbration which, one would 
imagine, might have rather vanquished her disgust. Her second 
son Gam, who was now in the fourth year of hi3*^age, had been 
rickety from tho cradle, and as remarkably unpromising in appoar- 
anee as Perry was agreeable in his person. As tho deformity 
*increasod, tlie mother’s fondness was augmeritea„^and the virulence 
of her hate against the^ther son seemed to jirovail in tho s^rae pro¬ 
portion. ^ 

Far from allowing Perry to eiyoy tho common privileges of a 
child, she would not suffer him to, /ipprofich his father’s house, 
expressed uneasiness whenever his name happened to be meiltioncd, 
sickened at liia praise, and in all respects behaved like a most 
rancorous step-mother. Though she no longer jfetained fhat ridi¬ 
culous notion ()f liis being an iinpostof, she still continued to abhor 
him, as if she really believed him to be such; and when any person 
desired to know tho cause of^ her surprising dislike, she always lost 
her temper, and peevishly replied, that'ishe had reasons of hep own, 
which shfe was not obliged to declare ; nay, so much was she infected 
by this viAous partiality, that slie broke off all commerce with hw 
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siafcer-in-law* and tlio commodore, because they favoured the poor 
child with their coi^ntenaiice and protection. ^ 

Her malice, however, w'as frustrated by the love and generosity 
of Trunnion, who, having adopted him as his own son, equipped 
him accordingly, and carried him and his governor in his t)wn 
coach to the place of dcstiiuition, where they were settled on a very 
genteel footing, and eve^thing regulated according to their desires. 

Mrs. Trunnion bchavml with ^roat decency at the departure of 
her nephew, to whom, with a great many pious advices and in¬ 
junctions to behave with submission and reverence towards his 
tutor, she presented a diamond ring of small value, and a gold 
medal, as tokens of Jier affection and esteem. As for the lieutenant, 
he accompanied them in the coach ; and such w'as the friendship 
he had contracted for Perry, that when the commodore proposed tt) 
return, after having accoinplushed the intent of his journey, Jack 
absolutely refused to attend him, lUui signilied his resolution to stay 
where ^e was. 

Trumyoii was the move startled at this declaration, as Htybchway 
vvV become so necessary to liim in almost all tlie purposes of his 
life, tliat he foresaw he should not be a>)le to exist without his 
company. ]S^>t a little affected with this consideration, he turned 
his eye ruefully upon the lieutenant, saying, in a piteous tone, 
“ VHiat ! leave mo at last, Jack, after we have weathered so many 

hard gales together i JD- my limbs ! I thought you had been 

more of an ^onost heart; I looked upon you as my forenuist, and 
Tom Pii)es as my mizeu ; no w he is carried away, if so bo 9 .S you 
go too, my standing rigging being decayed, d’ye see, the first sfjuall 

will bring mo by the board. D- yo, if in case T have given 

offence, can’t you speak above-board V and I shall make you 
amends. 

Jack, being ashamed to own the true situation of his thoughts, 
after some hesitation, answered witli perplexity and incoherenoo, 

“No, d-me ! that an’t the case neither : to bo sure you always 

used me in ai^officer-liko manner, that I must own, to give the devil 
his due, as the saying is ; but for all that, this here is the case, I 
luavo some thoughts of going to school myself to learn your Latin 
lingo : for, as fclu!»saying is, Better late mend than never : and I am 
informed as holf^ one can get more for tlie money here than any¬ 
where else.” • 

In vaii^ did Trunnion endeavour to convince him of the folly of 
going to school at his years, l«y representing that the boys would 
make game of him, and tluRt he would become a laughing-stock to 
all the world : ho persisted in his resolution to sbiy, and the com- 
inodoTo was fa^ to have recourse to the mediation of Pipes and 
Perry, who employed theit influence with Jack, and at last prevailed 
upon him to return to the garrison, after Trunnion had promised he 
should be bI liberty to visit them once a month. This stipulation 
being settled, ho and his*friend took leatve of tho pupil, govemorf 
and attendant, and next morning set out for their habitation, which 
they reached in safety that same night. 
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Such was Hatchway’s reluctance to leave Peregrine, that he is 
said, for the ^rst time in his life, to have lookcSl misty at parting : 
certain I am, that on the road homewards, after a long pause of 
silence, which the commodore never dreamt of interrupting, he 

exclaimed all of a sudden, “I’ll bo d-d if the dog ha’n’t given 

mo some stufl’ to make me love him ! ” Indeed, there was something 
congenial in the disposition of tliese two frjpnds, which never failed 
to manifest itself in the sequel, howsoever dilFerfnt their education, 
circumstances, and connedtions liappeucd to be. 


Chap. XVI.—Peregrine distingulaheB himself among his Rcliool-fcllows, exposes Ills Tutor, 
and attracts the paiticular Notice of the .Master. 

Thus left to the prosecution of his studies, Peregrine was ift a little 
time a'distinguished character, not only for his acuteness 6f appw- 
hension, but also for that mischievous fertility of fancy, of which we 
have already given such pregnant examples. Put as tlmre was a great 
number of such luminaries in this new sphere to which ho belonged, 
his talents were not so consjncuous while they shone in his single 
capacity, as they afterwards appeared, when they concentrated*and 
reflected the ra^s of tjio whole, constellation. 

At first he confined liimself to piddling game, exercising his 
goniuS upon his own tutor, who attracted his atleutiou, by en¬ 
deavouring to season his mind witli certain political maxims, the 
fallacy of wliich lie had discernment enough to perceive. Scarce a 
day passed in which he did not find means to render Mr. Jolter 
the object of ridicule : his violent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, 
awkward solemnity, and ignorance of mankind, alfordcd continual 
food for the raillery, petulance, and satire bf liis pupil, who never 
neglected an opportunity of laughing, and making others laugh, 
at liis exjiense. * 

Sometimes in Llieir parties, by mixing brandy in his wine, lie 
decoyed this pedagogue into a debauch, during ^yhich his caution 
iwrsook him, and ho expo.sed himself to the censurojof the company. 
Sometimes, when the conversation turned upon intricate subjects, 
he practised upon him \ho Socratio method of coii^itation, and, 
under pretence of being informed,^ by an artful train oft puzzling 
questions insensibly betrayed him into qflf-contradiction. 

All the remains of authority which he had hitherto preserved 
over Peregrine soon vanished ; so iliat, for the future, no sort of 
ceremony subsisted between them, and all Mr. .bolter’s precepts 
wei’o conveyed fti hints of friendly advice, whish the other might 
either follow or neglect at his own pleasure. No wonder then that 
J*eregrino gave a loose tq his inclinations, and, by dint of genius 
and an eute.rprising temper, made a figui’b among the younger class 
of heroes iti the school. 

Before h^ had been a full year at Winchester, ho had signalized 
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himself in so* many achievements, in defiance to the laws and rej'u- 
latiotis of the place* that he was looked upon with adftiiration, and 
actually chosen dMx, or leader, by a large body of his contemporaries. 
It was not long before his fame reached the ears of the master, who 
sent for Mr. Jolter, c?)mmunicated to him the informations he 
had received, and desired him to check the vivacity of his charge, 
ard redouble liis vigihi^^co in time to come, else he should be 
obliged to make a-public cxampla <tf his pupil for the benefit of 
the school. 

The governor, conscious of his own unimportance, w'as not a 
little disconcerted at this injunction, which it was not in his power 
to fulfil by any compulsive means. He therefore went home in a 
very pensive mood, and after mature deliberation, resolved to ex¬ 
postulate with Pereji'ino in the most familiar terms, and endeavour 
to dissuade him from practices wl ich might atfect hi.s character a.s 
w^ell as interest. He accordingly trankly told him the subject of 
the master’s discourse ; represented the disgrace he might incur by 
nqglectinf? this warning ; and, putting liiin in mind of life own 
situation, hinted the coiisequoiices of the commodore’s displeasure, 
in case he shoi^d bo brought to disapprove of his ei induct. These 
insinuations made the greater irnprcssioii, as they were delivered 
with many expressions of friendship and concern. The young 
gentfeman ivfis not so raw, but that bo could perceive the solidity 
of Mr. Jolter’s advice, to which he promised to cijjifonn, because 
his pride was iinterested in the alfair ; and lie considered his own 
reformation as the only means of avoiding that infamy which*even 
in idea ho could not bear. 

His governor, finding him so reasonable, profited by these mo¬ 
ments of reflection ; and, in order to prevent a relapse, proposed 
tliat ho should engago in some delightful study Lliat would agree¬ 
ably amuse his imagination, and gr.ulually detach him from tlioso 
connections which liad* involved him in so many troublesome 
adventures. For this purjioso, he, with many rapturous enco¬ 
miums, recomtliendcil the mathematics, as yielding more rational 
and sensible pleasures to a youthful fancy Uian any fithcr subject 
of contemplation ; and actually begali to read Euclid with him that 
same afternoon. * ^ 

Peregrine eiiLorcd upon this branch of learning with all tliat 
warmth of ayplioation which boys commonly yield on the first 
change of* study ; but he had jscarcc advanced beyond the Fona 
Asinorimi, when his ardoui;^abated ; the test of truth by demon¬ 
stration did HOC elevate him to those tramsports of joy w ith which 
his preceptor had regaled his expectation ; and before ho arrived 
at the forty-sev<?nth proposition, he began to yaivn drearily, make 
abundance of wry *fa,oes, and thought himself but indifferently 
paid for his attention, when he shared the vast discovery of 
JPythagoras, *and understood that the sqgaro of the hypothenuso 
was equal to the squares %f the other two sides of a right-angled 
triangle. lie was ashamed, however, to fail in his undertaking, 
ftnd persevered with great industry, until he had finishld the fiwt 
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four books, acquired piano trigonometry, witli the me'lliod of alge¬ 
braical calculation, and made himself well oiequainted with die 
principles of surveying. But no consideration could prevail upon 
him to extend his incpiiriea farther in this science ; and he returned 
with double reltsli to his former avocations, like a stream, which, 
being dammed, accumulates more force, and, bursting over its 
mounds, rushes down with double impetujfsity. 

Mr. Jolter saw with astonishmout and chagrin, but could not 
resist the torrent, llis behaviour was now no other than a series 
of license and effrontery ; prank succeeded prank, and outrage 
followed outrage ivith surprising velocity. Coniplainte were every 
day preferred against him : in vain were adnwnitioiis bestov/ed by 
the governor in juivate, and menaces discharged by the masters in 
public; ho disregarded the first, despised the latter, divested him¬ 
self of all manner of restraint, and proceeded his career to such 
a pitch of audacity, that a consultation ivas hold upon the subject, 
in which it was determined tliat tliis untoward spirit should bo 
humbled by a severe and ignominious flogging for the \,cry ngxt 
offence he should commit. In the moan time, Mr, Jolter was 
desired to write in the master’s name to Lho commodore, requesting 
him to remove T»)m Pipes from the person of his ntphew, the said 
Pipes being a principal actor and abettor in all his malvcrsidicms ; 
and to put a stop to the monthly visitations of the mutilated lieu¬ 
tenant, who had never once failed to use his permission, but came 
punctual to a* day, always fraught with some qpw invention. 
Indeed, by this time Mr. Hatchway was as well known, and much 
better beloved, by every boy in the school than the master who 
instructed him, and always received by a number of scholars, who 
used to attend Peregrine when he went forth to meet his friend, 
and conduct him to his lodging with public testimonies of joy and 
ap[)lausc. 

As for Tom Pipes, ho was not so projierly the attendant of Pere¬ 
grine, as master of the revels to the whede school. Ho mingled in 
all their parties, and .superintended the diversions, daeiding between 
boy and boy, as if he acted by commission under the great seal. 
He regulated their motions by his whistle ; instructed the young 
,J)oys in the games of hustle-cap, leap-frog, aifd chuck-farthing ; 
imparted to those of a more advanced age the semnees of cribbago 
and all-fours, bigefchei'* with the method of storming the castle, 
acting the comedy of Prince Arthur, and other pantothin^es, as they 
are commonly exhibited at sea; b,nd instructed the seniors, W'ho 
iverc distinguished by the appellation t>f bloods, in cudgel-playing, 
dancing the St. Giles’s hornpipe, drinking flip, and smoking 
tobacco. These qualifications had rendered him *80 neceseary and 
acceptable to the scholars, that exclusive of Pprry’s concern in the 
affair, his dismission, in all probability, would have produced some 
^ dangerous convulsion in the community. Jolter, therefore, know¬ 
ing his importance, infbrmed his pupil of the directions he had 
received,*, and very candidly asked how he should demean him&elf 
in the execution; for he durst not write to the commodore without 
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this previous notice, fearing that the young gentleman, as soon as 
he should get an tnkling of the affair, would follow^tho example, 
and make nia uncle acquainted with certain anecdotes, which it 
was the govenior’s interest to keep concealed. Peregrine was of 
opinion that he should spare himself the trouble of conveying any 
complaints to the commodore; and if questioned by the master, 
assure him ho had complied with his desire: at the same time he 
promised faithfiill^g to conduct himself with such circumspection 
for the future, that the masters should haVe no temptation bo revive 
the inquiry. Put the resolution attending this extorted promise 
was too frail to last, and in less than a furtuight our young hero 
found himself entangled in an adventure from which he was not 
extricated with his usual good fortune. 


Chap, XVJI.—IIo la concerned in a danRoronB Adventure with a certain (Virdenet—> 
rtOhliiaea hia Idcaw, commences Gallant, and bpcoines acquainted with Miss J'mily 
(ianntlet. 

Hjk and some l!)f his companions one day entered a ganlcn in the 
suburbs, and, having indulged their a))petites, desired tt) know 
whiij;, sati.sfaction they must make for the fruit they had jiullcd. 
The gardener demanded what, in their opinion, was an exorbitant 
price, and t^ey with many opprobriou.s terms rerased to pay it. 
The peasant, being surly and unti-actablo, insisted upon his right; 
neither was he deficient or .sparing in the eloquence of vulgar 
abuse. His guests attcniYited to retreat; a .scufUe ensued, in which 
Peregrine lost his cap ; and tlie gardener, being in danger from the 
number of his foes, called to his wife to let loose the dog, which 
instantly flow to liis master’s assistance, and, after having tom the 
leg of one and the sli^julder of another, put the whole body of 
scholars to flight. Enraged at the indignity which had been 
offered them^ihey solicited a reinforcement of their friends, and, 
with Tom Pipes at their head, inarched back to the field of battle. ^ 
Their adversary seeing them approach, called his apprentice, who 
worked at the other end of the ground, to his assistance, arro e^ 
him with a mattock, while he himself wielded a hoe, bolted his 
door oil the inside, and, Hanked with hiaunan and mastiff^ waited 
the attack ^vftliout flinching. 

He had nob remained throe minutes in this posture of defence, 
when Pipes, who acted as^he enemy’s forlorn liope, advanced to 
the gate with great intrepidity, and, clapping his foot to the door, 
which was nono»o£ the stoutest, with the execution and despatch of 
a petard, split it jnto a thousand jucces. This sudden execution 
had an immediate effect upon the apprentice, who retreated witli 
great precipitation, and escaped at a postern; but the master 
placed himself, like another Hercules, in the broach ; and whoh* 
Pipes, blandishing his cudgel, stepped forward to ei^ago him, 
levelled his weapon with such force and dexterity at lys b^, that 
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had the skull been made of penetrable stuff, the iron edge must 
have cleft liiS'pate in twain. Caseniated as he was, the instrument 
cut sheer even to the bone, on which it struck with such amazing 
violence, that sparks of real fire were proj.luccd by the collision. 
And let not the incredulous reader pretend to doubt the truth of 
this plieuoiiionon, until he shall have first perused the ingenious 
Peter Kolben’s Natural History of the Cjvpe of Good Hope, where 
the inhabitants commonly used to strike fire W’ith the shin-bones of 
lions which had been killed in that part of Africa. 

Pipes, though a little disconcerted, far from being disabled by the 
blow’, in a trice retorted the compliincnt W'ith his truncheon, Avhicli, 
liad not his antagonist expeditiously slipped Ids head aside, w'ould 
have Liid him breathless across his own threshold ; but, hapi)ily for 
him, he received the salutation upon his ]i};;ht shoulder, w'liich 
crashed beneath the stroke, and the hoc tlropped instantly from his 
tingling hand. Tom, perceiving, and being unwilling (o forego, .the 
advantage ho bad gained, darted lus head into the bosom ofHhis son 
of cartii, and overturned him on the jdaiu, being himsi-lf thJit instant 
assaulted by the mastiff, who fastened upon the outside of his thigh. 
Feeling himself incommoded by this assailant in his vjar, lio quitted 
tlio prostrate gardener to the resentment of hi.s as3otiatt.s, who 
poured upon him in slnials, and turning about, laid hold Avith both 
his hands of this ferocious anim-il’s throat, AA'hicli ho squeezed'Vi ill 
such incrediblopforcc and perseverance, that Llio creature quitted his 
hold ^ his tongue lolled out of his jaAvs, the blood started fioni his 
eyes,'and he swung a lifeless trunk lulAveen the hands of his 
vaiKpiisher. 

It was Avell for lii.s m-aster that he did not longer exist: for hy 
this time he was overwhelmed by sueli a multitude of foes, that his 
Avhole body scarce afforded pohits of contact to all the lists that 
dnimnied iijiou it; coiiseiiuently, to use a vulgar phrase, his wind 
Avas almost knocked out, before Pipes liaiT leisure to interpose in 
his behalf, and jansuade his offeiulers to desist, by representing 
that the wife had gone to alarm the ncighhourhooa, and that in 
all probability they would bo intercepted m their return. They 
accordingly listened to his remunstrancos, and nuyehed homewards 
■*tti triunijih, leaving tlic ganlener in the embraces of bis niotlier 
earth, from whicli he lii^ not pow'er to inoAc when lie w^as found 
by his discoiisfdate helpmate and sonic friends wljfjin she had 
a.sseinbled for his assistance. AiiiQng these Avas a blacksmith and 
farrier, avIjo took cognizance of his csycass, every limb of Avliich 
having examined, he declared thevo was no bone broken ; and 
taking out his lleani, blooded him plentifully as ho lay. Ho Avas 
then conveyed to his bed, from Avliich he Avas ftot able to stir 
during a whole* month. His family coming «pon the parish, a 
formal complaint was made to the master of the school, and Pere- 
•grille re),);rcsented as the .ringleader of ^hoso who committed this 
barbarous assault. An inquiry was immediately set on foot; and 
the arl-iclfis of impeachment being fully proved, our hero was 
sentenced 1^ be severely chastised in the face of the whole school. 
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This was a (Nsgracc, the tlioughts of which his proud heart could 
not brook. He resolved to make his elopement rather than undergo 
the punishment to which he was doomed ; and liaving signified his 
sentiments to his confederates, they promised one and all to stand 
by him, and either scretfn him from cliastisement or share his fate. 

Confiding in this friendly protestation, he appeared unconcerned 
on the day that was appointed for his punishment ; and when he 
was called to his destiny, advanced tow'ards the scene, attended by 
the greatest part of^he scholars, w’ho intiitiatcd their determination 
to the master, and proposed that Peregrine should be forgiven. The 
superior behaved with that dignity of demeanour which became his 
place, represented Uio folly and ])resumption of their demand, 
reprehended them for their audacious proceeding, and ordered every 
boy to his rcsi)ective station. They obe 3 ^cd his command, and our 
unfortunate hero wJis publicly h<'rs('d. -'a Urromn of all whom it 
nii'iht concern. 

This disgrace had a very sensible efToct u]>on the mind of Pere¬ 
grine, wly,>, having by this time passed the fourteenth yeari^of his 
age, began to adopt the pride and sentiments of a man. Thus dis- 
lumourably stigmatized, he was ashamed to appear in public as 
usual ; he was incensed against his comp .nions for their infidelity 
and irresolution, and plunged into a profound reverie that lasted 
sevesal weeks, during which he shook off his boyish connections, and 
fixed his view u[>on objects which ho thought more worthy’ of liis 
attention. • ' 

Ill the course of his gymnastic exercises, at w'hich he was'very 
export, he contracted inlimacios with several youths who were 
greatly his superiors in point of age, and wlio, plea.scd ivith his 
aspiring genius and address, introduced liiminto jiartics of gallantry 
which strongly captivated liis inclination. Ho was by nature par¬ 
ticularly adapted for succeeding in adventures of this kind: over 
and above a most engaging person that iui[)roved with his years, ho 
pos.sessed adignilied assurance, an agreeable ferocity ivhich enhanced 
the conquest «£ the fair who had the good fortune to enslave him, 
unlimited generosity, and a fund of humour which never failed to 
])lease. Nor was ho deficient in the more solid accoinplishmcuts 
of youth : ho had*profited in his studies beyond expectation ; an(L_ 
besides that sensibility of discernment which is the foundation of 
taste, and in consequence of wdiich he distinouiahed and enjoyed the 
beauties qf tlfo classics, he had alreadj^ given several specimens of a 
very promising poetic tident. 

With this complexion aud^heso qualifications, no wonder that our 
hero attracted the notice and affections of the juuing Delias in town, 
whose hearts had just begun to flutter for they knew not what. 
Inquiries were inadg concerning his condition ; andnio sooner were 
his expectations known, than he was invited and caressed by all 
the parents,‘While the daughters vied with each other in treating ,, 
him with particular complsacency. He insjiired love and chiulation 
wherever he appeared ; envy and jealous rage followed ef course ; 
80 that he became a very desirable, though a veryj dangerous 
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acquaintance. His moderation was not equal to his success : his 
vanity took fc’io lead of his passions, dissipating his attention, which 
might otherwise have fixed him to one object; and he was T>os8CSBed 
with the rage of increasing tho number of his conquests. With this 
view he frequented public walks, concerts, and assemblies, became 
remarkably rich and fashionable in his clothes, gave entcrtaiiimentB 
to tliu ladies, and was in the utmost hazav';d of turning out a most 
egregious coxcomb. , 

While his character tlius waA ored between the ridicule of some and 
the regard of others, an accident happened, which, by contracting 
his view to one object, detfichcd him from those vain pursuits that 
would in time have jdunged him into an abyss of folly and contempt. 
Being one evening at the ball which is .always given to the ladies at 
the time of tho races, the 2 >orson who acted as^^mastor of the cere¬ 
monies, knowing how fond Mr. Pickle was of every oiiportunity to 
dis[>lay himself, came up, and told him, that there was a fine young 
creature at the other cml of the room, who seemed to liavi.' a great 
inclination to dance a minuet, but wanted a partner, the guntleinffii 
who attended her being in boots. 

Peregrine’s vanity being .‘Housed at this intimatioji, he v,-ent uji 
to reconnoitre the young lady, and was struck ivith admiration at 
her beauty. She seemed to be of his own age, was tall, lufid, though 
slender, exquisitely shajficd ; her hair was auburn, and in such idciit}’, 
that the barhajity of dress had not laseii able to iirevent it from 
shading both sides of her forehead, which was high nnd 2 ><>lished ; 
tho cbiitoiir of her face was oval ; lier nose veryliUle raised into tho 
aquiline form, that contributed to tho spirit and dignity tif her 
aspect; her mouth was small; her lips plunqi, juicy, and delicious ; 
her teeth regular and white as driven snow ; her complexion 
incredibly delicate, and glowing with health ; and her full blue eyes 
beamed forth vivacity and love : her mien was at tho same time 
coimnaiiding and engaging, .her address perfectly genteel, and her 
whole aiipearance so cajitivating, that our young Adonis looked, and 
was overcome. * 

He no sooner recollected himself from his astonishment, than he 
advanced to her with a graceful air of resjiect, and laigged sho 
..^'ould do him ihe honour to walk a minuet with fijpi. She seemed 
particularly pleased with his application, and very frankly con- 
plied with his request. *11113 pair was too remarkable to escape the 
particular notice of the conqiauy ; Mr. Pickle tvas will known by 
almost everybody in tho room, but Ins partner was altogether a 
new face, and of conscijuenco umlorw'erit the criticism of all tho 
ladies in the assomlily. One wliisjicrod, “ Sho has a good com¬ 
plexion, but don’t you think she is a little awry ? a second pitied 
her for her masfiuline nose ; a third observed, t^t she was awkward 
for want of seeing company ; a fourth distinguished something vety 
.bold in lior countenance ; and, in short, there was not* a boaiity in 
her whole composition wliich the^^glass of envy did not pervert into 
a blemish.* 

The men^ however, looked upon her with different ©yes j among 
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them her appearance produced a universal murmur of applause ; 
they encircled the Space on which she danced, and wee^e enchanted 
by her graceful motion. While they launched out in the praise of 
her, they expressed their displeasure at the good fortune of her 
partner, whom they d ——d for a little finical coxcomb, that was 
too much engrossed by the contemplation of Jiis own person to 
discern or deserve the fav)ur of his fate. Ho did not hear, thero- 
fore could not repii;j(i at these invoctives ; but while they imagined 
he indulged his vanity, a much more generous passion had taken 
possession of his heart. 

Instead of that petulance of gaiety for Avhich he had been dis¬ 
tinguished in his pulJlio ap]>earance, he now gave manifest signs of 
ctuifusiou and concern : he danced with an anxiety Avhich impeded 
bis ])ei“fonnance, blushed to the eyes at every false stei) ho 
made. Though this extraordinary agitation Avaa overlooked by tbo 
men, it could not escape the observation of the ladies, who percoiv'ed 
it with equal surjirise and resentment; and when Peregrine led this 
fair unkiiDwn to her seat, expressed their pique iu an a}ieutcd«titter, 
wdiich broke from every mouth at the same instant—as if all of them 
had been infergied by t he same sjiirit. 

Peregrine was nettled at this uumaiuierly mark of disapprobation, 
and, iu order to increase their chagrin, endeavoured to niter into 
partkular conversation with their fair rival. The young lady herself, 
who neither wanted penetration nor the consi'iou3U^K.s of her own 
aceomplishmoBts, resented their behaviour, though she triumjihed 
at the cause of it, and gave her partner all the ciicouragcrnent he 
could desire. Her mother, wlio was present, thanked him for liis 
civility in taking such notice of a stranger, and he received a com¬ 
pliment of the same natui-o from the young gentleman in boctts, who 
was her own brother. 

If ho was charmed with her apjiearancc, he was quite ravished 
with her discourse, Avhffch was sensible, sjiirited, and gay. Her 
frank and sprightly demeanour excited bis own confidence and 
good-humour ^•and he described to her the characters of those 
females who had honoui’ed them wdth such a spiteful mark of dis¬ 
tinction, in terms so replete with humorous satire, that she 
seemed to listei^Vith particular complacency of attention, aiid- 
distinguished every nymph thus ridiculed wdth such a significant 
glance as overwhelmed her with chagrin •and mortification. In 
short, the|f denied to relish each other’s conversation, during 
which our young Damon acj^uilted him.solf w’itli great skill in all 
the duties of gallantry : he laid hold of proper opportunities to 
express his admiration of her charms, had recourse to the silent 
rhetoric* of temlbr looks, breathed di^'ers insidious sighs, and 
attached liimaelf w'holly to her during the rcmainfng part of the 
entertalninent. 

When the Company broke up, he attended her to her lodgings, 
and took leave of her witili a squeeze of the hand, after having 
obtained permission to visit her next morning, and beon»informed 
by the mother that her name was Miss Emilia Gauntlet.* 
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All night long he closed not an eye, but amused 'himself with 
plams of plefsure, wliich his imagination suggcxjtcd in consequence 
of this new acquaintance. He rose with the lark, adjusted his hair 
into an agreeable negligence of curl, and dressing himself in a 
genteel gray frock trimmed with silver binding, waited with the 
utmost impatience for the liour of ten, which no sooner struck 
than ho liied him to the place of appointment, and inquiring for 
Miss Gauntlet, was shown into a parlonr. Here he liad not waited 
above ten minutes, when Emilia entered in a most enchanting 
undress, with all the graces of nature playing about her person, 
and in a moment riveted the chains of his slavery beyond the power 
of accident to unbind. « 

Her mother being still abed, and her brother gone to give orders 
about the chaise, in which they proposed to return that same day 
to their own habitation, he enjoyed lier conijiany icie-u-iele a 
whole hour, during which he declared his love in the most pas¬ 
sionate terms, and begged that he might be admitted into the 
numbo,r of those admirers whom she permitted to visit ^^iid adqro 
her. 

She affected to look upon his vow's and jirotestatioi's as the 
ordinary cflects of gallantry, and very obligingly askired him that 
w'ere she to live in that place she should be glad to see him often ; 
but as the spot on w'hich she resided was at a considerable dist 4 ),nce, 
she could not expect he would go so far ujiou such a trifling 
occasion, as to take the trouble of providing hii^self with her 
mamma’s permission. 

To tliis favourable hint lie answered with all tlie eagerness of the 
most fervid passion, that he had uttered nothing but the genuine 
dictates of his heart ; tliat he desired nothing so much as an 
opportunity of evincing the sincerity of liis profession-s j and that, 
though lie lived at the extremity of the kingdom, be would find 
means to lay himself at her feet, provido<> he could visit her with 
her mother’s consent, w'hieli lie assured her he would not fail to 
solicit. 

She then gave him to understand that her habitation was about 
sixteen miles from Winchester, in a village wliich she named, and 
^pjwhero, as ho could easily collect from her discoui’ae, he would bo no 
unwelcome guest. “ 

In the midst of tliii^^conimunic.ation they were joined by Mrs. 
Gauntlet, who received him with great courtesy, Ichaj^kiiig him 
again for his politeness to Emy at the ball, anci anticipated Ids 
intention by saying that she should be very glad to see him at her 
house, if ever his occasions should call him tliat way. 
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Chap. XVIIT.— Tie Inqiilrpfl Into tho Situalion of this young Lady with whom he is 
enamournl —Eh'pes frfini School—Is foinid by fho Lieutenant, conveyed to Winchester, 
and sends a Letter with a copy of verses to hla Mistress. 

He was transported wilji pleasure at this invitation, which he 
assured her he should not neglect; and tifter a little more con¬ 
versation on generar topics, took his leave of the charming Emilia 
and her ]>rudcnt mamma, who had perceived the tirat emotions of 
Mr. Pickle’s passion for her daughfer, and been at some pains to 
inquire about his farmly and fortune. 

Neither was Peregrine less impusitivo about the situation and 
pedigree of his new mistress, wlio, lie learned, Avaft the only 
daughter of a licld-tflHcer, who d'ed LeLjie ho had it in his poAvor 
to make suitable provision for his children ; that tho avkIoav lived 
in a frviL^al though decent manner on her ]>ension, assisted by the 
bounty ot^ her relations ; tliat tlie sou carried arms as a volunteov 
iiAhe cnmiMUiy Avliieh his father had commandod ; and that Emilia 
had been educated in London, at the expense of a rich undo, Avho 
Avas seized Avitlf the wliim of marrying at tho age of fifty-tive ; in 
consequence of Avhich his niece Jiad returned to her mother, Avith- 
out apy visible dependence, except on lior oivn conduct and quali- 
Jjcations. 

This account, though it could not diminish his arfection, neA'cr- 
tlieless alarmed his pride ; for liis Aianu imagination had exaggefabed 
all his OAvn prospects ; and he began to fear that his passion for 
Emilia might be thought to derogate from tho dignity of his 
situation. The struggle between his interest and love produced a 
perplexity wliich IukI an evident etfcct iqiou his behaviour : he 
became pensive, solitary, and jieevish ; avoided all public diver¬ 
sions ; and grow so romarkably negligent in his dress, that he was 
scarce distinguishable by his oAvn acquaintance. This contention 
of thoughts cqptinucd several weeks, at the end of which the 
charms of Emilia triumphed over eveiy other consideration. 
Having received a supply of money from the commodore, who 
acted toAvards him'with great generosity, ho ordered Pipes to put 
up some linen aiffl other necessaries in a sort of knapsack, which 
he could couA'^eniently carry ; and,; thus atttnded, set out. early one 
morning on {fM)t for the village where his charmer lived, at Avhich 
he ai rived before tAA'o o’clock in the afternoon ; having chosen this 
.method of travelling that ITis route might not bo so easily dis¬ 
covered, as it must have been had he hired horses, or taken a place 
in the stage-coaclw 

I’he first thing he, did Avas to secure a conveiiicntr lodging at the 
inn Avhoro ho dined ; then he shifted himself, and, according to 
the direction he had received, went to tho house of Mrs Gauntlet 
in a transport of joyous expectation. As lie approached tho gate, 
his agitation increased ; he knocked with impatience and toncern ; 
the door opened, and he had actually asked if Mrs. Gauntlet was 



82 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


at home, before he perceived that the portress was ho other than 
his dear Emilia. She was not without emotioh at the unexpected, 
sight of her lover, who instantly recognising his charmer, obeyed 
the irresistible impulse of his love, and caught the fair creature 
ill his arms. Nor did she seem ofiendeft at this forwardness of 
behaviour, which might have displeased another of a less open 
disposition, or less used to the freedom of a sensible education ; but 
her natural frankness had been encouraged and improved by the 
easy and familiar intercourse in which she had been bred ; and 
therefore, instead of reprimanding him with a severity of look, 
she with great good-humour rallied him upon his assurance, which, 
she observ’ed, was undoubtedly the effect of his own conscious 
merit ; and conducted liim into a parlour, where ho found her 
mother, who, in very polite terms, expressed her satisfaction at 
seeing him within her house. 

After tea, Miss Emy proposed an evening walk, which they 
enjoyed through a variety of little copses and lawns, watered by a 
most- romantic stream, that quite enchanted the imayinatiop of 
Peregrine. 

It was late before they retuvned from this agreeable excursion, 
and when our lover wished the ladies good niglit, Mrs. Cauntlet 
insisted upon his stjiying ti) supper, and treated liim with parti¬ 
cular demonstrations of regard and affection. A.s her economy 
W'as not cncijmbcrod witli an unnecessary number of domestics, 
her own presence was often required in ditfereii^ pirts of the 
houfce, so that the young gentleman was supplied with frequent 
opportunities of promoting liis suit hy all the tender oatlis and 
insinuations that his pa.s.siou could suggest. He protested her idea 
had taken such entire possession v>f his heart, that finding himself 
unable to support her absence one day longer, he had quitted Ilia 
studies, and left his governor by stealth, that he might visit the 
object of his adoration, and bo blessed iil her company for a few 
days without interruption. 

She listened tc) his addresses with such affability as denoted 
approbation and delight, and gently chid him as a thoughtless 
truant, but carefully avoided the confession of a mutual flame; 
because she discerned, in the midst of all his tenderness, a levity 
of pride which she durst not venture to ti-ust with such a declara¬ 
tion. Perhaps shii weCk confirmed in this caution by her motUor, 
who very wisely, in her (uviritie.^ to him, inaintahied' a sort of 
ceremonious distance, which she thought not only requisite for the 
honour and. interest of her family, hht likewise for her own excul- 

E ation, should she ever be taxed with having encouraged or abetted 
im in the imprudent sallies of his youth ; yet^ notwithstanding 
tliis affected rtJsi*rve, he was treated writh such distinction by both, 
that he was ravished with his situation, and became more fttia more 
enamoured every day. * ’ 

^ While he remained under the inflAence of this sweet intoxioi^ 
tion, hib absence produced great disturbance at Winchester, /Mr, 
Jolter wai grievously afflicted at his abrupt departure :'Whi<^ 
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alarmed hini the more, as it happened after a long fit of melancholy 
which he had pfirceived in his pupil. Ho comSmmoated his 
apprehensions to the master of the school, who advised him to 
apprise the commodore of his nephew’s disappearance, and in the 
mean time inquire at ^11 the inns in town, whether ho had hired 
horses, or any sort of cixrriage, for his conveyance, or was met with 
on the road by any pers<«n who cfmld give an account of the diroc« 
tion in which ho trjxvelled. • 

The scrutiny, tliough performed with great diligence and minute¬ 
ness, was altogether ineffectual; they could obtain no intelligence 
of the runaway. Mr. Trunnion was well nigh distracted at the 
news of his flight; Ijo raved with great fury at the imprudence of 

Peregrine, whom in his first transports liu d-d as an ungrateful 

deserter; then ho aursed Hatchway and Pi]>es, who he swore had 
foundered the lad oy their pernicious counsels ; and, lastly, trans¬ 
ferred his execrations upon Jolter, because ho had not kept a better 

look-out; finally, he made an apo.stropho to that son of a b- 

the gout# which for the present disabled him from searching^for his 
nephew in person. That he miglxt trot, however, neglect any 
means in his^power, ho immediately despatched expresses t.o all 
the soa-port towns on that coast, that lie nught bo prevented from 
leaving the kingdom ; and tlio li€*ul.o.nant, at his own desire, was 
aonUacross the country, in quest (»f tliis yo'r'.g fugitive. 

Pour days had he unsuccessfully carried on his, iiupiirics with 
great accui-acjs xvhun, resolving to re- uni by Winchester, where 
ho hoped to meet with soino hints of intelligence by which he 
might profit in his future search, ho struck off the common road 
to take the benefit of a nearer cut; and finding himself benighted 
near a village, took uj> his lodgings at tlio flnst inn to ivhich his 
horse directed him. Having be.spoko something for supper, and 
retired to his chamber, where ho amused himself with a pipe, he 
heard a confused noise df rustic jollity, which being all of a sudden 
interru])tcd, after a short pause his ear was saluted with the voice 
of Pipes, who,*it the solicitation of the company, began to eiiteitain 
them witli a song. 

Hatchway instantly recognised the well-known sound, in which, 
indeed, he coulij^^ot possibly bo mistaken, as nothing in nature 
boro the least resemblance to it; ho threw his pipe into the 
chimney, amk snatching up one of his ptstols, ran iiunieiliately 
to the aji^rtment from whence the voice issued; ho no sooner 
entered, than, distiiiguisliing^his old shipmate in a crowd of country 
peasants, ho in a moment sprang upon him, and, clajiping hi.s pistol 

to his breast, exclaimed, “ D-n you, Pipe.s, you are a dead man, 

if you dtm’t immediately produce young master." 

This menacing application had a much greater'effect upon the 
ootnp^ny than upon Tom, who, looking at the lieutenant wi^ 
greatj tranquillity, replied, “Why so 1 cap. Master Hatchway,"— 
“Whatl safe and soundl" cried the other. “As a roach," 
anawered Pines, so much to the satisfaction of his fri&id Jack, 
that he shook him by the hand, and desired hiiA to pfoceed with 
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hia song. This being performed, and the reckoning discharged, 
tho two friedds adjourned to the other room, ^frliere the lieutenant 
was informed of tho manner in which the young gentleman had 
made his elopement from college, as well as of the other particulars 
of his present situation, as far as they had 'fallen within the sphere 
of his comprehension. 

While they .sab thus conferring togi^ther, Peregrine, having 
taken leave of his mistress for the night, came home, and was not 
a little surprised, when Hatchway, entering his chamber in his 
sea attitude, thrust out his hand by way of salutation. His old 
pupil received him as usual, with great cordiality, .and expressed 
his astonishment at meeting him in th.at jdace'*; but when ho under¬ 
stood the cause .and intention of his arriv.al, ho st.arted with con¬ 
cern ; and, his vis,age glowing with indignatjon, told him ho was 
old enough to bo judge of his own conduct, and, when he should 
see it conv’cniont, would return of himself; but those who thought 
ho was to bo compelled to his duty, wouhl lind themsekes egre- 
giously mistaken. • , 

The lieutenant assured him, that for his own part ho h.ad no 
intention to offer him the le.ast violence ; but, at tlje same time, ho 
represented to him the danger of incensing the comiuodorc, who 
was already almost distracte<l on account of his .absence ; and, in 
short, conveyed his .arguments, wliicli were eipially obviouw and 
valid, in such,expressions of friendship and rc'spect, that Peregrine 
yielded to hia remonatran?es, and jironiised to accoiiK.pany him next 
day to Winchester. 

Hatchw'.ay, overjoyed at the success of hi.s negotiation, went 
immediately to the ostler .and bespoke a post-ohaiso for Mr. Pickle 
and his man, with whom he afterwards indulged liirnself in .a 
double can of rumbo, .and, whicn the night was pretty far advanced, 
left the lover to his repose, or rather k) tho thorns of his oivn medi¬ 
tation ; for ho slept not one moment, being incessantly tortured 
with the prospect of parting with liis divine Emilia, who had now 
acquired the most absolute empire over his soul. flOne minute ho 
proiioscd to depart early in the moniing, without seeing this 
enchantress, in whose bewitching presence ho durst not trust his 
own reaolurion ; then tho thoughts of leavii^g her in such an 
abrupt .and disrespectful manner interposed in favour of his love 
and honour. This wa^- of sentiments ke})t him all night upon tho 
rack, and it was time to riso before he had detcrrnRiectto visit his 
charmer, and candidly impart tho motjives that induced him to loavo 
her. 

Ho accordingly repaired to her mother’s house with a heavy 
heart, being attended to the gate by Hatchway, ’v^ho did rfbt choose 
to leave him .alone ; and being admitted, foimd Emilia just risen, 
and, in his opinion, more beautiful tlian ever. 

Alarmed at his early visit, and the gloom that Overspread his 
countenance, she stood in silent expectation of hearing some 
melanchoW tidings ; and it was not till after a considerable pause, 
that he cmlected resolution enough to tell her he was come to take 



RETUBNS TO WINCHESTER. 


85 


his leave. Though aho strove to conceal her sorrow, nature was 
not to be suppressed ; every feature of her countenance saddened 
in a moment; and it was not without the utmost difficulty that 
she kept her lovely eyes from overflowing. Ho saw the situation 
of her thoughts, and, in»order to alleviate her concern, assured her 
-ho should liiid means to see her again in a very few weeks ; mean- 
v’hile he communicated Jliis reasons for departing, in Which she 
readily acquiesced^ and having .mutually consoled each other, 
their transports of grief subsided : and before Mrs. Gauntlet came 
down stairs, they were in a condition to behave with groat decency 
and resigaation. 

This good lady expressed her concern when she leanied his reso¬ 
lution, saying, she hoped his occasions and inclinations would 
pcrjiiib him to favour them with his agreeable company another 
time. * 

The lieutenant, who began to be uneasy at Peregrine’s stay, 
knocked at the door, and, being introduced by his friend, had 
t.h,e honojir of breakfasting witli the ladies ; on which oc-oasion 
his heart received such a rude shock from tho charms of Emilia, 
that he afterwards made a merit with his friend of having 
con.strained hiSiself so far, as to forbear coinmencing his professed 
rival. 

At^length they bade adieu to tlieir kind entertainers ; ami in less 
than an hour setting out from the inn, arrived about two o’clock 
ill Winchester, w'horo Mr. Jolter was overwhelmed witli joy at 
their appearance. • 

Tho nature of this adventiiro being unknown to all except those 
wdio could bo depended upon, everybody who inquired about the 
cause of Peregrine’s absence, was told that ho had been with a 
relation in the country, and tho master coiidesccuded to overlook 
his indiscretion ; so that Hatchway, seeing everything settled to 
the satisfaction of his f/ieiid, returned to tlie garrison, and gave 
the Goiumodore an account of his ex})editioa. 

The old goutfeman was very much startled when he heard there 
was a lady iii the case, and very emphatically observed, that a 
man had bettor be sucked into the gulf of Florida than once get 
into tho indraught?'of a W'oniaii; because, in one case, ho may with 
good pilotage bring out his vessel safe between tho Bahamas and 
the Iiiclian shore ; but in the other there if no outlet at all, and it 
is in vain jjp Arivo against the current; so that of course he must 
be embayed, and run chuck upon a lee-shore. He resolved, there¬ 
fore, to Lay the state of the cose before Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, and 
concert such measures with him as should bo tliouglit likeliest to 
detach Iris son fitnu the pursuit of an idle amour, which could not 
fail of interfering in a dangerous manner with the plan of his 
education. 

In the mean time, Periy’s ideas were simply engrossed by his 
amiable mistress, who, whether he slept dr worked, was still pre¬ 
sent in his imagination, which iiroduced the following tJtauzas in 
her praise • 
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Adieu! ye streaius that smoothly flow; 

Ye vernal airs that softly blow ; 

Ye plains, by blooming spring array'd; * 

Ye birds that warble through the shade. 

Unhurt from you my soul could fly, 

Nor drop one tear, nor heave one ligh; 

But forced from Celia’s charms to part, 

All joy deserts my drooping heart. 

c 

O! fairer than the rosy morn, 

When flowers the (ftwy fields adorn ; t 
Uusnllied as the genial ray. 

That warms the balmy breeze of May; 

Thy charms divinely bright appear. 

And add new t-plcndour to the year; • 

Improve the day with fresh delight, 

And gild with Joy the dieary night. 

This juvenile production was enclosed in a very tender billet to 
Emilia, and committed to the charge of Pipes, who was ordered to 
set out for lilrs. (Jauntlet’s liabitation with a present of venison, 
and a otmiplimont to the ladies ; and dii’ccted to take Rom*^ oppor¬ 
tunity of delivering the letter to miss, without the knowledge of her 
mamma. 


OtiAF. XIX,—Ills Messenger meets with a Misfortune, to which he applies a very wKtra- 
uidlnar^ Kxiiisdieut that is attended with strange Consequences. 

As a %tage-coach pas.sed within two miles of the villu^o where she 
lived, Tom bargained with the driver for a seat on the box, and 
accordingly departed on tins message, though he vras hut indiffer¬ 
ently qualified for commissions of such a nature. Having received 
particubtr injunctions about the letter, ho resolved to make that 
the chief object of his care, and very sagaciously conveyed it be¬ 
tween the stocking and the sole of his foyt, where he thought it 
would be perfectly secure from all injury or accident. Here it 
remained until ho arrived at the inn where he had formerly lodged, 
, wlien, after having refreshed himself wirh a dr.augfft of beer, he 
pulled off his stocking, and found the poor billet sullied with dust, 
and tom in a thousand tatters by the motion of kis foot in walking 
*^’tho last two miles of his journey. Thunderstwick at this phe¬ 
nomenon, he uttered a^loud whow! which was succeeded by an 

oxclamrttion of “D-my old shoes ! a bite by G—” then he 

rested his elbows on the table, and his forehead upon his •two fists, 
and in that attitude deliberated with himself upon the means of 
remedying this misfortune. 

A.S he was not distracted by a vast number ideas, Ije soon 
concluded that Jiia host expedient w'ould be to employ the dork of 
the parish, who ho knew was a groat scholaf, to write another 
epistle according to the directions he should give hiti^; and never 
Slreuming that the mangled original woipld in the least facilitate 
this scheipe, ho very wisely committed it to the flames, that it 
- might never rise up in judgment against him. 
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Having talojn this wise step, he went in quest of the scribe, to 
whom he communioated his business, and promised a^ full pot by 
way of gratification. The clerk, who was also schoolmaster, proud 
of an opportunity to distinguish his talents, readily undertook the 
task ; and repairing witjji his employer to the inn, in less than a 
quarter of an hour produced a morsel of eloquence so much to the 
satisfaction of Pipes, that he squeezed his hand by Avay of acknow¬ 
ledgment, and doubled hi#allowance of beer. This being discussed, 
our courier betook himself to the Rouse f)f Mrs. Gauntlet with the 
haunch of venison and this succedaiieoua letter, and delivered his 
message to the mother, wlio received it with great respect, and 
many kind inquiries jj.bout the health and welfare of his master, 
attempting to tip the messenger a crown, which ho absolutely 
refused to accept, in cunsocpience of Mr. Pickle’s rei)oatcd caution. 
"Wliile the old gentlowomau turned to a servant in older to give 
directions about the dispo.sal of !he present, Pipes looked upon 
this as a favourable occasion to transact his business Avith Emilia, 
and therefore sliuttmg one eye, with a jerk of his thumb towards 
hi.# left slToulder, and a most sigiiiticaut twist of his countenance, 
he beckoned the young lady into anotlicr room, as if he had been 
fraught witli softiething of consecjuence, which he wanted to iinpai’t. 
She understood the hint, howsoevgr strangely communicated, and, 
by stepping to one side of the robm, gaVo. hiin an oiiportunity of 
slippibg the epistle into her haii(^ wjj^pb'be gently squeezed at the 
same time in token of rtigard ; thou throwing a sid -glance at the 
mother, whoseloack wa.s turned, clapped his finger on the .side qf liis 
nose, thereby recommending secrecy and discretion. 

Emilia, conveying the letter into her bosom, could not help 
smiling at Tom’s ])olitunes3 and dexterity ; but lest her mamma 
should detect him in the execution of lii.s pantomime, she broke ofl’ 
this intercourse of signs, by asking aloud when he ]>roposed to set 
out on his return to WiiKjhester i When lie answered, “ To-morrow 
morning.” Mrs. Gauntlet recommended him to the hospitality of 
her own footiiiim, desiring him to make much of Mr. Pipes below, 
■where he was Kojit to supper, and very cordially entertained. Our 
young heroine, impatient to read her lover’s billet, which made 
her heart throb witli rapturous expectation, retired to her chamber 
as soon as possible, with a view of perusing the contents, which were 
these :— ^ 

“ DfVINB % (•BBSS OP MY Soul,—I f tlip rcfulqpiit flames of your beauty had not 
evaporatod tlie particles of my transported brain, and tcorrhed my intellects into a 
cinder of stolidity, perhaps the restdeudency of my passion mlglit shine lUustiiuna 
through the sable ouitalu of my ink. and in bublimity transcend the galaxy itself, though 
wafted ou tho pinions ot a gray goose quill! cut, oh! celestial enchantress I the 
necrotnanejt of thy t^'annlral charms hath fettered my faculties witli adamantine 
chains, which, unless thy compassion shall melt, I must eternally remain in the Tari- 
tarean gulf*<^jr dismal deapalr. Vouchsafe, therefore, 0 thou biiglU^st luminary of this 
ten'rstrial spheral to warm, as well as shine; and let the genial-rays of thy benavo- 
lyuce melt the icy emanations of thy disdain, which hath frozen up the spirits of angelto 
pre-emlueuce,—Toy most egregious admirer and superla^tlve slave, 

• ■■ “Peoeouxe Pickle." 

Never was aatonishment more perplexing than that ot Emilia, 
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when she read this curious composition, which she rejToated verba¬ 
tim three tinges before she would credit the evidence of her own 
senses. She began to fear in good earnest that love had produced 
a disorder in her lover’s understanding ; but after a thousand con¬ 
jectures by which she attein])ted to account* for this extraordinary 
fustian of style, she concluded that it was the effect of mere levity, 
calculated to ridicule the passion he had j^irnicrly professed. Irri¬ 
tated by this supposition, she rpsolved to balk his triumph with 
affected indiflerence, and in the mean time endeavoured to expel 
him from that place which ho possessed w'ithin her heart. And 
indeed such a victory over her inclinations might have been ob¬ 
tained without great difhculty ; for she enj<'tyed an easiness of 
temper that could accommodate itself to the emergencies of her 
fate ; and her vivacity, by amusing her imagination, prcserv’cd her 
from the keener seiusations of sorrow. Thus (letenninod and dis¬ 
posed, she did not send any sort of answer, or the least token of 
rememhraiice by Pipes, who was suffered to depart with a general 
complijiient from the mother, and arrived at Winchesterethe iie;xt 
day. 

Peregrine’s eyes sparkled when he saw his messenger come in, 
and lie strotclied out his hand in full confidence of deceiving some 
particular mark of his Emilia’s affection ; but how was ho con¬ 
founded, when he found his liojie so cruelly disajipointed ! Jji an 
instant his countenance fell. He stood for some time silent and 
abashed, then'thrice repeated the interrogation of* “What! not 
one word from Emilia?” and dubious of Lis courier’s discretion, 
inquired minutely into all the particulars (»f his reception. He 
asked if lie had seen tlie young lady, if she ivas in good health, if 
he had found an ojiportunity of delivering liis letter, a^^d how' she 
looked when he put it into her hand ? Pipes answered, that lie 
had never scon lior in better health or higher spirits ; that he had 
managed matters so as not only to preseiiti-the billet unperceived, 
hut also to ask her commancl.s in private before ho took Lis leave, 
when she told him that the letter required no reply. 'riiis last cir¬ 
cumstance lie considered as a manifest mark of disre,spect, and 
gnawed his lips with resentment. Upon further reflection, however, 
^ ho supposed that she could not conveniently writiTby the messenger, 
and would undoubtedly favour him by the post. 'J^his consideration 
consoled him for the p-’esent, and lie waited impatiently for the 
fruits of his hoiie ; but after lie had seen eight days eSap^ without 
reaping the satisfiietion with which he liad flattered himself, his 
temper forsook him, he raved against Hie whole sex, and was seized 
with a fit of sullen chagrin ; hut his jiride iu a little time came to his 
assistance, and rescued him from tlie horrors of the melanchol'y fiend. 
He resolved to nci^torb her own iiogleet upon his yngrateful mistress ; 
liis countenance gradually resumed its former serenity ; and though 
Jby this time ho was pretty well cured of his foppeiy, ho appeared 
* again at public diversioiis’with an air of gaiety and unconcern, that 
Emilia nii^'ht have a chance of hearing how much in all likelihood 
he disregarded her disdain. 
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There are never wanting certain onicious persons, who take plea¬ 
sure in promoting •iubclligence of this sort. His behaviour soon 
reached the ears of Miss Gauntlet, and confirmed her iir the opinion 
she had conceived from his letter; so tliat she fortified herself in 
her former sentiments, •and boro his indifference with great jihilo- 
sophy. Thus a correspondence, wliich had commenced with all 
tlie tenderness and sinccijty of love, and eveiy promise of duration, 
was interrupted in its infancy by, a misunderstanding occasioned 
by tile simplicity of*Pipcs, who never once reflected upon the con¬ 
sequences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual passion was by these means suppressed for 
the present, it w%'is not altogether extinguished, but glowed in secret, 
though even to themselves unknown, until an occasion, which after¬ 
wards offered, blew up the latent flame, and love resumed his 
empire in their broSsts. While they mnvril, as it w'cre, without 
the sphere of each other’s attraction, the commodore, fearing that 
Perry was in danger of involving himself in some pernicious en- 
gaj^ement^ resolved, by advice of ISlr. Jolter and his friend tho 
parish ])riest, to recall him frmri tlie jilaco where he had ctiutractod 
such imprudent connections, and send him to the university, wjioro 
his education fliight be completed, and his fancy weaned from all 
puerile amusements. 

Tlys plan had been proposed to his own hither, who, as hath 
been already observed, stood alway.s neuter in everything that 
concerned his*eldest son ; and as for Mrs. Pickle, she had never 
lieard his name inontionod since his departure with any degree of 
temper or tranipiillity, except when her husband informed her that 
he was in a fair way of being ruined by this indiscreet amour. It 
was then she began to ai)plau(l her own foresight, whicli had dis¬ 
cerned the mark of reprobation in that vicious boy, and launched 
out in comparison between liim and (bimmy, who, she observed, 
was a child of imcommoM. parts and solidity, and, with the blessing 
of God, would be a comfort to his parents, and an oriLimciit to the 
family. * 

Should 1 aflirin that this favourite whom she commended so much, 
was in every respect the reverse of what she described ; that he was 
a boy of mean cil^iacity, and, though remarkably distorted in his 
body, much mor^ crooked in his disposition ; and that she liad per¬ 
suaded her husband to espouse her opinionf though it was contrary 
to common seftse, as well as to his own perception ;—I am afraid the 
reader will think I represent a monster that never existed in nature, 
and bo apt to condemn the economy of my invention : nevertheless, 
there is nothing more true than every circumstance of what 1 have 
advanced; and k wi.sh tlie picture, singular as it is, may not be 
thought to resemble jnore than one original. ,* 
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Chap. XX.—Peregrine is summoned to attend bis Uncle—Is more and more hated by bis 
own Mother—Appeals to bis Father, whose Condoscenslon is defeated by the Dominion 
ofhlsWlfc. * 

But, waiving these reflections, let us return to Peregrine, who 
received a summons to attend his uncle, and in a few days arrived 
with Mr. Joltor and Pipes at the garrison, which ho filled with joy 
and satisfaction. The alteration, which, during his absence, had 
happened in his person, was very favourable to his apjiearance, 
wliich, from that of a comely boy, was converte^l into that of a most 
engaging youth. He was already taller tlian a middle-sized man, 
his shape ascertained, his sinews well knit, his mien greatly im¬ 
proved, and his whole figure as elegant and graceful as if it had 
been cast in the same mould with the Apollo of Bolvidere. 

Such an outside could not fail of iircpossossing people in his 
favour.^ The commodore, notwithstanding the advantageous re¬ 
ports he had heard, found his expectation exceeded in the person 
of Peregrine, and signified his approbation in the most sanguine 
terms*. Mrs. Trunnion was struck with liis genteei address, and 
received him with uncommon marks of complacency and affection ; 
he W'as caressed by all the people in the neighbourhood, who, wliile 
they admired his accomplishments, could not help ..pitying* his 
infatuated motl*or, for being deprived of that unutterable deli^lit 
whiclvany other parent would have enjoyed in tlie Contemplation 
of such an amiable son. 

Divers efforts were made by some well-disposed people to con¬ 
quer, if pos.sibIe, tliis monstrous prejudice ; but their endeavours, 
instead of curing, served only to inflame the distemper, and she 
never could bo i)revailcd upon to indulge him with the least mark 
of maternal regard. On the contrary, her priginal disgust degene¬ 
rated into such inveteracy of hatred, that she left no stone.unturiied 
to alienate the commodore’s affection for this her innocent child, 
and even practised the most malicious defamation lo accomplish 
her purjiose. Every day did she abuse her husband’s ear with 
some forged instance of Peregrine’s ingratitude (o his uncle, well 
* knowing that it would reach the commodore’s knowledge at night. 

Accordingly Mr. Pidi^o used to tell him at the club, that his 
hopeful favourite had ridiculed him in such a ccimpany, and 
asjierscd his spouse upon another occasion ; and thus ftitail the 
little scandalous is.sue of his own wife’s invention. Luckily Jor 
Peregrine, the commodore paid no great regard to the authoniy of 
his infonner, because he knew from what channel, his inte^igence 
flowed ; besides,, the youth had a staunch friend in Mr. Hatchway, 
who never failed to vindicate him when he Vas thus unjustly 
accused, and always found argument enough to confuj^ the asser- 
‘lions of his enemies. But, though Truipiion had been dubious of 
the your^ ^eutloman’s principles, anddoM to the remonstrances of 
the lieutenant, Perry was provided with a bulwark strong enoijgh 



APPEALS TO HIS FATHEli. 


91 


to defend hiip from all such assaults. This was no other than his 
aunt, whose regard, for him was perceived to increase in the same 
proportion as his own mother’s diminished ; and, indeed, the aug¬ 
mentation of the one was, in all probability, owing to the decrease 
of the other : for the l^wo ladies, with great civility, performed all 
tlie duties of good neighbourhood, and hated each other most 
piously in their hearts. 

Mrs. Pickle, having "Been disobliged at the splendour of her 
sister’s new equipaife, had, ever since that time, in the course of 
her visiting, endeavoured to make people merry wth satirical 
jokes on the poor lady’s infirmities ; aiid Mrs. Trunnion seized the 
very first opportunity of making reprmls, by inveighing against 
her unnatural behaviour to her own child; so that Peregrine, as 
on tile one hand he was abhorred, so on the other was he caressed, 
in consequence of this contention ; and 1 firmly believe that the 
most eil'ectual method of destroying his interest at the garrison, 
would have been the show of countenancing him at his father's 
house; but, Avhetlier this conjecture bo reasonable or chim^prical, 
certain ilf is the experiment ivas never tried, ami therefore Mr. 
Peregrine ran no risk of being disgraced. The commodore, who 
assumed, and jiistly too, the whole merit of his education, was now 
as proud of the youth’s improvemenls as if ho had actually been 
his own oftspring ; and sometimes his affection rose to such a pitch 
of eifthusiasm, that he verily believed him to be the issue of his 
own loins. Notwithstanding this favourable predicaiiient in which 
our herb 8tood*with his aunt and her husband, ho could notthelp 
feeling the injury ho suffered from the caprice of his mother; and 
though the gaiety of liis disposition hindered him from afflicting 
himself with reflections of any gloomy cast, ho did not fail to 
foresee, that if any sudden accident should deprive liim of the 
commodore, he would in all likelihood find himself in a very dis¬ 
agreeable situation. Prompted by this consideration, he one 
evening accompanied his uncle to the club, and was introduced lo 
bis father, before that worthy gentleman had the least inkling of 
his arrival. • 

Mr. Gamaliel was never so disconcerted as at this rencounter. 
His own disposition would not suffer him to do anything that 
might create th* least disturbance, or interrupt his evening’s 
enjoyment; so strongly was ho impressed ^vith the terror of his 
wife, that ho*diirat not yield to the tranquillity of his temper: 
and, as I«have already observed, his inclination was perfectly 
neutral. Thus distracted between different motives, when Perry 
was presented to him, he sab silent and absorbed, as if he did 
nob or Would not nerceive the application ; and when he was urged 
to declare himself by the youth, who pathetically biigged to know 
how he had incurred his displeasure, he answerecl, in a peevish 
stnain, “ Why, good now, child, Avhat would you have me to do ? 
your mother‘can’t abide y^u.”—“If my •mother is so unkind, I 
will not call it unnatural,” said Peregrine, the tears of in4ignation 
starting from bis eyes, “ aa to banish me from her pr^ence and 



92 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


affection, without the least cause assigned ; I hope you will not be 
so unjust as ♦'o espouse her barbarous prejudice.'' 

Before Mr. Pickle had time to reply to this expostulation, for 
which ho was not at all prepared, the commodore interposed, and 
enforced his favourite’s remonstrance, by tolling Mr. Gamaliel that 
he was ashamed to see any man drive in such a miserable manner 
under his wife’s petticoat. “As for my o'vn part,” said he, raising 
his voice, and assuming a look of importance and command, 
“before I would suffer myself to be steered all weathers by any 
woman in Christendom, d’ye see, I’d raise sucli a hun*icane about 

lier cars, that-” Here he was interrupted by Mr. Hatchway, 

who, thrusting his head towai-ds tlie door, in the attitude of one that 
listens, cried, “ Aliey ! there’s your spouse come to pay us a visit.” 
Trunnion’s features that instant adopted a new disposition ; fear 
and confusion took possession of his coiintcnaiicc ; his voice, from 
a tone of vociferation, sank into a whisper of, “Sure, you must be 
mistaken, Jack ; ” and, in great perplexity, ho wiped oft’ the sweat 
wliich had stsirted on his forehead at tliis false .alarm. ,Tho liesu- 
tenant, having thus ])unished him for the rodomontade ho had 
uttered, told liim, with an arch sneer, that ho was deceived with 
the .sound of the outward door creaking upon its hinges, which he 
mistook for Mrs. Trunnion’s voice, and desired Iiim to proceed witli 
his admonitions to Mr. Pickle. It is not to bo denied thaWtlxis 
arrogance was a little unseasonable in the commodore, \\ho was in 
all respects as"efFectually subdued to the dominion »'>f his wife as 
the Iverson wliose submission he then ventured to cxjndcmu ; with 
this dift'crcncc of disiiosition—Trunnion’s subjection was like that 
of a bear, chequered with fits of surliness and rage; whereas 
Pickle bore the yoke like an ox, without repining. No wonder, 
then, that this indolciioe, this sluggishness, this stagnation of 
temper, rendered Gamaliel incapable of witlustanding the argu¬ 
ments and importunity of his friends, •to which he at length 
surrendered. He accpiiescod in the justice of their observations; 
and, taking his son by tbe hand, promised to favour him for the 
future W'ith his love and fatherly protection. 

But this laudable resolution did not last. Mrs, Pickle, still 
dubious of his constancy, and jealous of his ccftnmunication with 
the commodore, never failed to interrogate him every night about 
the conversation that llnppened at the club, and to regulate her 
exhortations according tt> the iiiLolligence she receifed.^ He W'as 
no sooner, thoroforo, safely conveyed to bed (that academy in which 
all notable wiv'ca communicate their lectures), wdion her catechism 
liegaii; and she in a moment perceived something reluctant and 
equivocal in her husband’s answers. Aroused at this discoverjq she 
employed her inQuonce and skill wdth such success, that he disclosed 
every circumstance of what had happened ; and after having sub- 
^toiiied a most severe rebuke for lus simplicity and indiscretion, 
bumbled himself so far'as to promise** that he would next day 
annul the#condescension he had made, and for over renounce the 
ungracious ipbjuct of her disgust. This undertaking w^as punctually 
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performed iiv a letter to the commodore, which she herself dictated 
in these words :— 

Sin,—AVhereas my goodnature being last night imposed upon, 1 was persuaded to 
eountenimcQ and promise I know not wbat to that vicious youth, whose parent I have the 
mlsfortuno to be; I desire you will take notice that 1 revoke all such coiintennnce and 
promises, and shall never look^pon that man as my friend who will henwforth, in such 
a cause, solicit,—-Sir, yours, fee. 

“Oam. Pickle,” 

• 


■a 


Chap. XXL—Tiunnlon is qpragod nt the coniluct of Pickle—Peregrine resents the Injustice 
ofhis .Motlier, to wlioin be expl.nns Ins Sentiiiieiits in a Lfttir—Is Knleied at the 
irnlwisity of Oxfoid, where bo signalizes biinself as a Youth of an cuterprisnig 
(■inius. 

• 

T !\SPEAKA 15 LE wci’c Ihc transports' of rugo to which Trunnion was 
incensed hy tliis absurd renunciation : lie tore the letter with his 
gums (teeth he had none), spit with furious gninaces, in token of 
the contfiinpt ho entertained for the author, w'hom he nt^t only 
damned as a lou.sy, scabby, nasty, scurvy, skulking, lubberly 
noodle, but iesolvcd to challenge to single combat with fire 
and sword ; but he was dissuaded from this violent measure, and 
apiioased by the iuterveution and advice of the licu^^onaut and 
Mr.•.loiter, Avho represented the me.ssage as the ctfect of the poor 
man’.s iiitirmity, for which he was rather an object, of pity than of 
resentment, afid turned the stream of his indignation .against the 
wife, wdiom he reviled accordingly. Nfir did Peregrine himself 
boar Avith patience this injurious declaration, the nature of which 
he no sooner understood from Hatchw'ay, than, eipially shocked and 
exas]»eratcd, he retired to his apartment, and, in the first emotions 
of his ire, produced tho following epistle, ivhich was immediately 
conveyed to his mother :— 

“ M MJAM,—llatl nature formca mo a bugbear to tbc aiaht, and iii'^pired me with a soul 
as vicious as niy body was detestable, i^erhaps 1 might have (iijoyed particular inarkH of 
your .ilfectloii and®(iplause; seeing you have persecuted me with sudi unnatnral aver»inn, 
for no other visible reason than that of iiiy difTeriiig t-o widely in shape as well as dis¬ 
position from that deformed nrrhin who is the object of your tenderness and care. If tbo<»« 
no the terms on which alono I can obtain your tavour, 1 pray God you may never cease to 
hate,—Madam, your ^nch-iiijured son, PKUEc.itiNE Pickle." 

This letter, which nothing but his passio^ and inexperience could 
excuse, hatl ijuch an effect upon his mother .as may bo ea.sily con¬ 
ceived. fthc w.as enraged to a degree of frenzy against the WTiter ; 
though, .at tho same time, she considered the whole as tho produc¬ 
tion of Mrs. Trunnion’s particular pique, ami represented it to her 
husban(l as an yisult that ho was bound in honour to resent, by 
breaking off all corrospondonco with the commodore and his family. 
This was a bitter jtill to Gamaliel, who, through'*a long course of 
years, was sp habituated to Trunnion’s comibany, that he could as 
easily have parted with a lynb as have relinquished the club all at-' 
once. He therefore ventured to represent his own incapacity to 
follow her advice, and begged that lie might, at least, fio allowed 
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to drop the connection gradually, protesting that he' would do his 
endeavour tr- give her all manner of satisfaction. 

Meanwhile preparations were made for Peregrine's departure to 
the university, and in a few weeks he set out, in the seventeenth 
year of his age, accompanied by the saiAe attendants who lived 
with him at Winchester. His undo laid strong injunctions \ipou 
him to avoid the company of immodest <vomen, to mind his learn¬ 
ing, to let liiin hear of his welfjure as often as ];e could find time to 
write, and settled his appointments at the rate of five hundred a 
year, including his governor’s salary, which was one-fifth part of 
the sum, I’he heart of our young gentleman dilated at the 
prospect of the figure he should make with such a handsome 
iiunuity, the management of which Avas left to his own discretion: 
and he amused his imagination with the m^st agreeable reveries 
during his journey to Oxford, which ho portormed in two days. 
Here, being introduced to the head of the college, to whom he had 
been recommondod, accommodated with genteel apartnients, entered 
as a gentleman commoner in the books, and j)rovuled with »* judicious 
tutor, instead of returning to the study of Oreek and Latin, in 
which he thought himself alretuiy sufficiently ^ instructed, ho 
renewed his acquaintance with somo of his old sch<(ol-fellow3, 
whom he found in the .same situation, and >vas by them initiated 
in all the fashionable diversions of the place. • 

It was not long before ho made himself remarkable for his spirit 
and humour, which were so ficcoptahle to the bucks*of the univer¬ 
sity, •that ho was admittc<l as a member of their corp<jration, and in 
a very little time became the most conspicuous personage of the 
whole fraternity. Not that ho valued himself upon his ability in 
smoking the greatest number of pipes, and drinking the largest 
quantity of ale; tlicsc were qualifications of too gross a nature t<» 
captivate liis refined ambition. He piqued himself on his talent 
for raillery, his genius and taste, liis j>ei’sonal accomplishments, 
and his success at intrigue. Nor were his excursions confined to 
the small villages in the neighbourhood, which wire commonly 
visited once a week by the students for the sake of carnal recrea¬ 
tion. Ho kept his owm hoi-sea, traversed the whole country in 
parties of ploiisuie, attended all the races wiflpn fifty miles of 
Oxford, and nuwle freejuent jaunt s to London, where he used to lio 
incoqnito during tlie befft part of many a term. 

The rules of the university were tx)o severe to bc^bs^rved by a 
youth of his vivacity; and therefore he hecunio acipiainted with 
the proctf»r betimes. But all the checks he received were insuffi¬ 
cient to moderate his career; he fre<iuented taverns and cofiee- 
houBCB, cominitte<l midnight frolics in the streets, insulted all the 
sober and pacilwj class of his fellow-students : the tutors themselves 
were not sacred from his ridicule; he laughed at the magistrate, 
and neglected every particular of college macipline. * In vain did 
they attempt to restrain his irregularities by the imposition of 
fines; h«' was liberal to profusion, and therefore paid without 
reluctance.r Thrice did he scale the windows of a tradesman, with 



rBREGRINB AT OXFORD. 


05 


whose daughter he had an affair of gallantry ; as often was ho 
obliged to seek his safety by a precipitate leap; and one night 
would, in all probability, have fallen a saciifice to an ambuscado 
that was laid by the father, had not hia trusty squire Pipes inter¬ 
posed in his behalf, and manfully rescued him from the clubs of 
his enemies. 

In the midst of the3% excesses, Mr. Jolter, finding his fuimoni- 
tions neglected and his inlluence, utterly destroyed, attempted to 
wean his pupil ffojn his extravagant courses, by engaging his 
attention in son\o more laudable pursuit. With this view he 
introduced him into a club of ])oliticianB, who received him with 
great demonstratioiw of regard, accommodated themselves more 
thaii ho could have ex})ected to his jovial disposition, and while 
they revolved schemes for the reformation of the state, di'ank 
with such devotu)n*to the acconiyd'^shuieur of their plaiis, that, 
before parting, the cares of their patriotism were quite over¬ 
whelmed. 

Peregyjine, though he could not ayiyjrove of their di^ctrine, 
resolved to attach himself for some time to their company, because 
ho perceived ample subject for his ridicule in the chamctei’s of 
these wrong-Wbaded entliusia.sts. It was ^ coiisbint practice with 
them, in their midnight consi.storiea, to swallow siicli plentiful 
draughts of inspiration, that their mysteries commonly ended IDce 
those of the Bacchanalian ort/ia; and they were seldom capable of 
maintaining t^at solemnity of decorum which, by the'^iature of their 
functions, most of tlioni were obliged to profe.s8. Now, as •Pere¬ 
grine’s satirical disposition was never more gratified than when ho 
had an opiiortuuity of exposing grave characters in ridiculous atti¬ 
tudes, he laid a mischievous snare for his new confederates, which 
took effect in this manner;—In one of their nocturnal delibera¬ 
tions, he promoted such a spirit of good-fellowship by tho agree* 
able willies of his wit, which were purposely levelled against their 
political adversaries, that by ten o’clock they were all ready to join 
in the most eij/iravagant proposal that could bo made. They broke 
their glasses in consequence of his suggc'stion, drank healths out 
of their shoes, caps, and the bottoms of the candlesticks that stood 
before them, somtUmes stiinding with one foot on a chair, and the 
knee bent on th«? edge of the table ; and when they could no longer 
stand in that posture, setting their bare jiosilcrioi-a on the cold floor. 
They liuzzaw, hallooed, danced and sang, and, in short, w^ere 
elevated w such a pitch of intoxication, that when Peregrine pro¬ 
posed that they should burn their periwigs, the hint was imme¬ 
diately aiiprovcd, and they executed tho frolic as one man. Their 
shoes Olid caps wnderwent tho sivme fate by tho same instigation, 
and in this trim hp led them forth into the stijeet, where they 
resolved to compel everybody they should find to subscribe to their 
political creed, and pronounce the Shibboleth of their party. In 
the achievement of this enterprise, they iftiet with more opposition 
than they expected ; they were encountered with arguments which 
they could not well withstand; tho noses of some, acid eyes of 
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(tthers, in a very little time bore the marks of obstinate disputa¬ 
tion. Their, conductor having at length engaged the whole body 
in a fray with another .squadron which was pretty much in tho 
same condition, ho very fairly gave them the slip, and slyly 
retreated to his apartment, foreseeing that his companions would 
soon bo favoured with tho notice of their superiors: nor was lio 
deceived in his prognostic; tho proctor, ^oing his round, chanced 
to fall in with this tumultuous ]iproar, and, interposing his autho¬ 
rity, found means to quiet tho disturbance. Ho took cognizance 
of their names, and dismissed the rioters to their respective cham¬ 
bers, iKit a little scandalized at the behaviour of some among them, 
wlioso business and duty it was to sot far o^her examples to the 
youtli under their care and direction. 

About midnight. Pipes, who had orders to attend at a distance, 
and keep an eye upon Jolter, brought ho'ue that unfortunate 
governor upon his back, Peregrine having beforehand secured his 
admittance into the college : and among other brui8e.s, he was 
found, to have received a couple ()f contusions on his f?ice, wli),ch 
next morning appeared in a black circle that surrounded each 
eye. ... . 

This was a mortifying circumstance to a man df his character 
and deportment, especially as he liad received a message from llio 
proctor, who desired tf) see him forthwith. With great hu^jiility 
and contrition he begged the advice of his l)U])il, who being used to 
amuse liimselV wdth jiainting, assured Mr. Jolter ^luit he would 
cover those signs of disgrace with a slight coat of flesh-colour so 
dexterously, that it w'ould be almost impossible to distinguish the 
artificial from tho natural skin. The rueful governor, rather than 
expose such opprobrious tokens to tlio observation and censure of 
the magistrate, submitted to the expedient. Although his coun¬ 
sellor had overrated his ow’ii shill, he was persuaded to confide in 
the disguise, and actually attemied tho proctor, with such a staring 
addition to the natural ghastliness of liis features, that his visage 
bore a very apt resemblance to some of those ferocioyB countenances 
that hang over the doors of certain taverns and ale-houses, under 
tho denomination of the Saracen’s head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of physiognomy could not cscajio 
the notice f)f the most uiidiscerning beholder, much less the pene¬ 
trating eye of his sever e judge, already whetted with what ho had 
seen over-night. He w'as therefore upbraided with frliis^ ridiculous 
and shallow artifice, and, together witli the companions of liis 
debauch, underwent such a cutting reprimand for the scandalous 
irregularity of his conduct, that all of them remained crest-fallen, 
and were ashamed, for many week.s, to appear in the public 
execution of their duty. ^ 

Peregrine was too vain of his Jitiesse, to conceal tho part lie acted 
in tliis comedy, with tho particulars of which ha regaled his 
companions, and thereby entailed upion himself the hate and 
resentment of tho community whose maxims and practices he had 
disclosed: ^ for he was considered as a spy, who had intruded 
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liimaolf into their society, with a view of betraying it; or, at beat, 
as an apostate and renegado from the faith and princij^les which he 
had professed. 


C«Ar. XXII.—He ia innnlted by his Tutor, whom lie lampoons—Makes a considerable 
Progress in Polite Literature ; and, in an Excurbion to Windsor, meets with Emilia by 
accident, and is very coldly recefeicd. 

Among those whoi sufierod by* hia craft and infidelity was 
Mr. Jumble, his own tutor, who could nut at all digest the morti¬ 
fying alFrout he had received, and was resolved to bo revenged on 
the insulting author. Witli this view he watched the conduct of 
Mr. Pickle witli the* utmost rancour of vigilance, and let slip no 
opportunity of treating him with disrespect, which ho -know the 
disposition of his im^jil could less brook than any other severity it 
was in his power to exercise. 

Peregrine had been several mornings absent from chapel; and 
as Mr. Jumble never failed to t|uc 3 tioii him in a very peremptory 
style about his non-attendance, ho invented some very phiusible 
excuses ; but at length his ingenuity was exhausted : ho received 
a very galling j’ebuko for his profligacy of morals ; and, that he 
might foci it the more sensibly, was ordered, by way of exercise, to 
compose a paraphrase in English verso upon theso two lines in 
Virgil:— 

Vane LiKur, frustraque animls elate superbls, 

.. Nc(iuicquaui patrlaii tcatastl lubricus artCM. 

The imposition of this invidious themo had all the desired etfect 
upon Peregrine, who not only considered it as a piece of unman¬ 
nerly abuse levelled against his own conduct, but also a retro¬ 
spective uisult on tlio memory of his grandfather, who, as he had 
been informed, was in his hfetimo more noted for his cunning than 
candour in trade. 

Exasperated at this in.staiice of the pedant's audacity, he had 
well nigh, in his first transports, taken corporal satisfaction on the 
spot; but, foreseeing the troublesome consequences that would 
attend such a fiagraiit outrage against the laws of the university, 
he checked his indignation, and resolved to revenge the injury in 
a more cool and^ fjoiitemptuous mamior. Thus determined, ho 
set on foot an iiujuiry into the particulars of Jumble’s parentjige 
and education. He learnt that the father of^his insolent tutor was 
a bt'icklayq^ tlfat his mother sold pies, and that the son, in dilfereiit 
periods of ms youth, had amused himself in both occupations, before 
ho converted his views to the study of learning. Fraught with 
this intelligence, he composed tlio following ballad in doggerel 
rhymes ; ‘and noxi^day, presented it as a gloss upon the text which 
the tutor had chosen '•— •* 

Comp, listen, ye students of every degree: 

• 1 sing of a wit and a tutor pfrdie, 

A statesoMu ppMouiid, a CTitic Immense, 
lu short a mere jumble of learning and sense \ 

And yet of his talents though laudably vain, 

Ills own family arts be could never aiialn, ^ 
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His father, Intendine his fortune to build, . 

In his youth would have taught him tbe trowel to wield, 

' But tbe mortar of discipline never would stick, 

li'or his skull was secured by a facing of brick; . 

And with all his endeavours of patience and paio, 

I'ho skill of his sire he could never attain. 

c 

His mother, a housewife neat, artful, oud wise, 

Kenown'd for her delicate biscuit and pies. 

Soon alter’d bis studies, by ilatteriag his taste. 

From the raising of walls to the rearing of paste! 

But all her instructloifs were fruitless and'vuln : 

The ple-makiug mystery he ne'er could attain. 

Yet true to bis race, in bis labours were seen 
A jumble of both thetr professloos, I ween ; 

For, when his own genius he ventured tb trust, 

His pies seem’d of brick, and his houses of crust. 

'I'hen good Mr. Tutor, pray be not so vaiu. 

Since your family arts you could never attain. 

This impudent production was the most cdectual vengeance ho 
could have taken on his tutor, w'ho had all the supercilious anx)- 
gance, and ridiculous pride of a low-born pedant. Instoa^^l of over* 
looking this petulant piece of satire with that temper and decency 
of disdain that became a person of his gravity and station, he no 
sooner cast his eye over tho performance, than the blood rushed 
into his countenance, which immediately after exhibited a ghastly 
pale colour. With a (juivering lip, he told liis pupil, that he was 
an impertinent jackanapes ; and ho would take care that ho stiould 
be expelled fi5m the university, for having presumed to write and 
dolw er such a licentious and scurrilous libel. Peregrine answered, 
with groat resolution, that when the provocation lie had received 
should be known, ho was persuaded that lie should be acquitted by 
the opinion of all impartial people; and that ho was ready to 
submit the whole to the decision of the master. 

This arbitration he proposed, because he knew the master and 
Jumble were at variance ; and, for that reason, the tutor durst not 
venture to jnit tho cause on such an issue. Nay, when this 
reference was mentioned, Jumble, who was naturally jealous, sus< 
pected that Peregrine had a promise of protection before he under* 
took to commit such an outrageous insult ; and this notion had 
such an effect upon him, that he resolved to devour his vexation, 
and wait for a more jiroper opportunity of gi’litifyiiig hiS hate. 
Meanwhile, cojiies of the ballad wore distributed among tho 
students, who sang it under the very nose of Mr. dumble, to the 
tune of “ A cobbler there was,” &c.; and the triumph M our hero 
was complete. Neither was his whole time devoted to the riotous 
extravagances of youth. He enjoyed many lucid intervals, during 
which he contracted a more intimate acquaintance with thci olastdes, 
applied himself to the reading of history, improved his taste for 
painting and music, in which he made some progress; above 
aU things, cultivated the study of natural phuoshpby. It 
generally after a course of close attention to some of these arte 
and sciences, that his disposition broke out into those irr^lariti^ 
.and wild ^^llies of a luxuriant imagination, for which he became 
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so remarkable : and he was perhaps the only young man in Oxford, 
who, at the samo time, maintained an intimate and friendly inter- 
course with the mo^ unthinking, as well as the most sedate 
students at the university. 

It is not to be supposed that a young man of Peregrine’s vanity, 
inexperience, and profusion, could suit his expense to his allowance, 
liberal as it was ; for he \p.8 not one of those fortunate people who 
are bom economists^ and knew no^the art of withholding his imrse 
when he saw his companion in dilticulty. Thus naturally generous 
and expensive, ho squandered away his money, and made a most 
splendid appearance upon the receipt of his quarterly appoint¬ 
ment ; but, long befrre the third month w'as elapsed, his finances 
were consumed : and as ho could not stoop to ask an extraordinary 
supply, was too proud to borrow, and too haughty to run in debt 
with tradesmen, ];e ?levotod tlio.so riods of pcjverty to the prose¬ 
cution of his studios, and shone forth again at the revolution of 
quarter-day. 

JLn one,of these eruptions he and some of his companion*, went 
to Windsor, in order to seo the royal apartments in the castle, 
whither they repaired in the afternoon ; and as Peregrine stood 
contemplating \ho picture of Hercules and Oniphalo, one of his 
fellow-students whispered in his ear, “ Zounds! Pickle, there are 
two lino girls ! ”' Ho turnecl iiistanlly about, and in one of them 
recognized Iiis almost forgotten Emilia ; her aj)j^aranco acted 
upoii his imagination like a spark of fire that fads upon gun¬ 
powder ; that passion which had lain dormant for the space of two 
years, flashed up in a moment, and he was seized witJi a universal 
vtrepidation. JShe perceived and i)artook of his emotion; for their 
souls, like unisons, vibrated with the samo impulse. However, 
she called her pride and resentment to her aid, and found resolu¬ 
tion enough to retire from such a dangerous .scene. 

Alarmed at her retreat he recollectotl all Jiis assurance, and, 
impelled hy love, which he could no longer resist, followed her 
into the next ^pom, where, in the most disconcerted manner, he 
accosted her with “ Your humble servant, Miss Gauntlet; ” to 
which salutation she replied, witli an afiectation of indiiferonce, that 
did rio^ however,^conceal her agitation, “Your servant, sir;” and 
immediately extending her finger toward the picture of Dana 
Scotus, which is fixed over one of the doorsf asked her companion, 
in a gigglii|g Ubue, if she did not think he looked like a conjurer? 
Peregrine, nettled into siurits by this reception, answered for the 
other lady, “that it was an easy matter to bo a conjurer in those 
times, when the simplicitv of the age assisted his divination ; but 
were he,»or Merlitx himself, to rise from the dead now, when such 
deceit and dissimulation prevail, they would not bb able to earn 
their bread by the profession.”—“O! sir,” said she, turning’full 
upon him, “without doubt they would adopt new maxims j ’tis 
no dispar^ement in this Enlightened age for one to alter onO’s 
opinion,”—“No, sure, madam,” replied the youth, with some 
precipitation, “provided the change be for the betterp^Aiwl 
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should it happen otherwise,” retorted the iiynijih,, with a flirt 
of her fan, ^“inconstancy will never want countenance from the 
practice of mankind.”—“ True, madam,” resumed our hero, fixing 
his eyes upon her; “examples of levity are everywhere tu he 
met with.”—“ O Lord, sir,” cried Emilia, tj^ssing her head, “ you’ll 
scarce ever find a fop A\jthout it,” 

By this time his companion, seeing hinj^ engaged with one of the 
ladies, entered into conversation with the other ; and, in order to 
favour his friend’s gallantry, conducted her intolhe next apartment, 
on pretence of entertaining her with the sight of a remarkable piece 
of ijaiiiting. 

Peregrine, laying hold on this opixjrtiuiity^ of being .alone with 
the object of his love, assumed a most sediiuiug tenderness of look, 
and, heaving a profound sigh, asked if she had utterly discarded 
him fi-om her romeinbraiice. Xlethleniiig at this pathetic question, 
which recalled the memory of the imagined slight ho had put 
upon her, she answered, in great confusion, “Sir, F believe I once 
had t^e pleasure of seeing you at a ball in Winchester.”—“Miss 
Emilia,” said he, very gravely, “ wnll you bo so candid'as to fell 
me w'hat misbehaviour of mine you are jdeased to punish, by 
restricting your reuiembr.anoe to that single occafjion ? ”—“Mr. 
Pickle,” she replied, in the same tone, “it is neither my province 
nor inclination to jutlge your conduct; and therefore you misapply 

f mur quoiitioii when you ask such an explanation of me.”-’“At 
east,” resumed our lover, “give mo the melancholy satisfaction to 
know for what ofleiice of mine you refused to lake tne least notice 
of that letter which 1 had the liononr to wiite from Winchester by 
your owm express permission.”—“ Your letter,” said miss, with 
great vivacity, “ neither reciuircd, noi, in my opinion, deserved an 
answer ; and to be free with you, Mr. Pickle, it was but a shallow 
artifice, to rid yourself of a ccurespoiulenco you had deigned to 
solicit.” 

Peregrine, confounded at this vcpaitec, rci>lied, that howsoever 
he might have failed in point of elegance or discretion, ho was sure 
lie had not been deficient in expressions of resi>eet and devotion for 
those charms which it was his pride to adore : “As for the verses,” 
said he, “I own they were unwortliy of the theige ; but I flattered 
myself that they would have merited your acceptance, though not 
your approbation, and#been considered not so much as the proof of 
my genius, as the genuine etfuaion of my love.”—Verses ! ” cried 
Emilia witli an air of astonishment, “ Avhac verses ? I i^ally don’t 
understand you. ” 

The young gentleman was thunderstruck at this exclamation; 
to which, after a long pause, he answered : “I«begin to,suspect, 
and heartily wish it may appear, that ivo have misunderstood each 
other from the beginning. Pray, Miss Gauntlet, did not you find 
a copy of verses inclosed in that unfortunate letter,?”—“Truly, 
sir,” said the lady, “I am not so nyich of a connoisseur as to 
distingui/ih whether that facetious production, which you merrily 
style an upfortunate letter, was composed in verso or prose ; but, 
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methinks, the jest is a little too stale to bo brought UQpn the carpet 
again.” So saying, she tripped away to her companion, and left her 
lover in a most tumultuous suspense. He now perceived that her 
neglect of his addressesjivhon he was at AVjnchester, must have been 
owing to some inystex'y which he couhl not comprehend ; and she 
began to suspect and to l^opc that the letter which she received was 
spurious, though she could not conceive how that Cf)uld possibly 
happen, as it liad been delivered lo her by the hands of his own 
servant. 

However, she resolved to leave the task of unravelling the afiair 
to him, who, she kmiw, would infallibly exert himself for his own 
as well as her satisfaction. She was not deceived in her opinion ; 
he went up to her again at the stiurcjise, and, as tlu'y* were un¬ 
provided with a mal(f attendant, insi.«1*‘d iij'Hui .scjuiring the ladies to 
their lodgings. Emilia saw his clnit, which was no other than to 
know where she lived ; and though she approved of his contrivance, 
thought it was incumbent upon her, for tlio support of her 
dijjiiity, tb decline the civility : slie therefore thanked him for his 
polite oifer, but would by no moans consent to his giving himself 
such unneccssaty trouble, es]iecially as they had a very little way 
to walk. He was not repulsed by this i ctusal, tlic nature of w’hich 
he perfectly understood ; nor was she sorry to see him persevere in 
his dbterminif^Mon : ho tlierofore accompanied them in their return, 
and made divj^rs olforta to speak w’ith Emilia in ])articular ; but she 
had a spice of fhe coqiietto in her disjiosition, and being determined 
to whet his impatience, artfully ballled all liis endeavours, by keep¬ 
ing her companion continually eiigfiged in the conversation, which 
turned upon tlie venerable ajipearaiiee and imperial .situation of tlio 
place. Thus tantaliised, he loungovl w ith them to the door of the 
house in which they lodged, when liis mistress, perceiving, by tlie 
countenance of her comrade, that she was on tlio point of desiring 
him to walk in, checked her intention with a frown ; then, turning 
to Mr. Pickle, dropjied him a very formal curt sy, seized the other 
young lady the arm, and saying, “Come, cousin Sophy,” 
vanished in a moment. 


CiiAi’. XXIII.-^Afftr Riiiiftry miFHCcoPhrul E(rort,=i. he funis means to come to an Explana¬ 
tion with his iMi-trcs^; ami n ilocoiicfltation ensues. 

Peregrine, disconcerted at their sudden disuppearanco, stood for 
some minutes gapyig in the street, before he could get the better of 
his surprise ; and thou deliberated with himself w’hefcher he should 
demand immediate achnittance to his mistress, or chflose some other 
method of application. Piqued at her abrujit behaviour, though 
pleased with iier spirit, ho^et his invention to work, in order to 
contrive some mcan.s of seeing her: and in a fit of musing at^rived at 
the inn, where he found his comiianions, whom he had left at the 
castle-gate. They had already made inquiry about the ladies; in 
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consequence^of which he learnt that Miss Sophy was daughter of a 
gentleman in town to whom his mistress was related; that an 
intimate friendshix^ subsisted between the two young ladies; that 
Emilia had lived about a month w'ith her,cousin, and appeared at 
the last assembly, where she was universally admired; and that 
several young gentlemen of fortune had since that time teased her 
with addresses. * 

Our hero’s ambition was flattered, and his passion inflamed with 
this intelligence ; and he swore within himself that he would not 
quit the spot until ho should have obtained an undisputed victory 
over all his rivals. 

That samo evening he composed a most eloquent epistle, in which 
he earnestly entreated that she would favour him Avith an opportunity 
of vindicating his conduct ; but she would neither receive his billet, 
nor see hia messenger. Balked in this effort, ho inclosed it in a 
new cover directed by another hand, and ordered Pipes to ride 
next ,;nornmg to Londori, on purpose to deliver it at the post- 
office; that coming by such convoyanco, she might' have no 
suspicion of the author, and open it before she should be aware of 
the deceit. v 

Three days he waited patiently for the ofl'cet of this stratagem, and, 
in the afternoon of the fourth, ventured to hazard a formal visit, in 
quality of an old acquaintance. Bub here too ho failed iti his 
attempt; she*was indisposed, and could not see company. These 
obstfclos served only to increase his eagerness : he’still adhered to 
his former resolution; and his companions, understanding his 
determination, left him next day to his own inventions. Thus 
relinquished to his own ideas, he doubled hi.s assiduity, and practised 
every method his imagination could suggest, in order to promote his 
plan. 

Pipes was stationed all d.'i 3 '' long within sight of her door, that he 
might bo able to give his master ...i account of her motions ; but she 
never went abroad except to visit in the neighbourhood, and was 
always housed before Peregrine could bo apprised of'iier appearance. 
He went to church with a view of attracting her notice, and humbled 
his deportment before her ; but she was so mischievously devout as 
to look at nothing but her book, so that he was not favoured with 
one glance of regard. Ho frequented the coffee-house, and attempted 
to contract an acquaintance with Miss Sophy’s father, who, he 
hoped, would invite him to the house; but tliis expetitation was 
also defeated. That prudent gentleman looked upon him as one of 
those forward fortune-hunters who go about the country seeking 
whom they may devour, and Avarily discouraged all hia ipkanoes. 
Chagrined by so many unsuccessful ondcavours, he began to dejipair 
of accomi>lismng his aim ; and, as the last suggestion of his art, pmd 
off his lodgU^, took horse at noon, and departed, in ^11 appearance, 
for the place from whence he had comq, He rode, however, but a 
few mil«s, and in the dusk of the evening returned unseen, alighted 
^ another inn, ordered Pipes to stay within doors, and, keeping hitn-* 
seif incognito, employed another person as a sentinel upon Eniilta'. 
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Ifc was not long before he reaped the fruits of his ingenuity. Next 
dajr in the afternoon he waa informed by his spy that rtie two young 
ladies were gone to walk in the park, whither he followed them on 
the instant, fully determined to come to an explanation with his 
mistress, even in preadhee of her friend, who might possibly be 
prevailed upon to interest herself in his behalf. 

When he saw them at iuch a distance that they could not return 
to town before he should have unopportunity of putting his reso¬ 
lution in practice, he mended his ])ace, and found means to appear 
before them so suddenly, that Emilia could not help expressing 
lier surprise in a scream. Our lover, putting on a mien of humility 
and mortification, bSgged to know if her resentment was impla¬ 
cable ; and asked why she had so cruelly refused to grant him the 
common privilege th|t every criminal enjoyed, “ Dear Miss Sophy,’ 
said he, addressing nimsolf to her cuinj>anion, give me leave to 
implore your intercession with your cousin. T am sure you liavo 
humanity enough to espouse my cause, did you but know the 

J 'wstice oi it; and I flatter myself that by your kind interposition 
! may be able to rectify that fatal misunderstanding which hath 
made me wr<^ched.”—“Sir,” said Sophy, “you appear like a 
gentleman, ana I doubt not but your behaviour has been always 
suitable to your appearance; but you must excuse me from 
undertaking any such office in behalf of a person whom 1 have not 
the honour to know.”—“ Madam,” answered Pere^jpino, “I hope 
Miss Emy wilt justify ray pretensions to that charjvcter, notwith¬ 
standing the mystery of her disjdeasurc, which, upon my hohoiir, 

I cannot for niy soul explain.”—“ Lord ! Mr. Pickle,” said EmUia, 
who had by this time recollected hcrvself, “ I nover questioned your 
gallantry and taste ; but I am resolved that you shall never have 
cause to exercise your taletits at ray expense ; so that you tease 
yourself and mo to no purpose. Come, Sophy, let us walk homo 
again.”—“Good God! madam,” cried the lover, with great 
emotion, “why will you distract me with such barbarous in¬ 
difference ? Stay, dear Emilia !— I conjure you on my knees to stay 
and hear me. By all that is sacred, I was not to blame. You 
must have been jmposod upon by some villain who envied my 
good fortune, and took some treacherous method to ruin my 
lovo.” 

Miss Soplij^ who possessed a large stock*oE good-nature, and to 
whom hoivcousin had communiciited the cause of her reserve, seeing 
the young gentleman so much affected with that disdain W'hich she 
knew to do feigned, laid hold on Emilia’s sleeve, saying, with a 
smile, “Nob quite so fast, Emily, t begin to perceive that this is a 
love-qmtrrel, and*therefore there may be liopes of a reconciliation ; 
for I suppose both parties aro open to conviction, For my own 
part,” cried Peregrine, with great eagerness, “I appeal to Mias 
Sophy’s decision. But why do I say appeal? Though I am, 
‘‘conscious of having committed no offence, I am ready to submit 
,to mv penance, lot it be never so rigorous, that my fail* enslaver 
ihetseil c^all impose, provided it will entitle me to her favour and 
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forgiveness at last.” Emily, well nigli overcome by thife declarabibn, 
told him, that as she taxed him with no guilt, she expected no 
atonement, and pressed her companion to return into town. But 
Sf)i)hy, who was too indulgent to her friend’s real inclination to 
comply with her request, observed that thb gentleman seemed so 
reasonable in his concessions, that she began to think her cousin was 
in the wrong, and felt herself disposed*to act as iiinxnre in the 
dispute. 

Overjoyed at this condescension, Mr. Pickle thanked her in the 
most mpturous terms, and, in the transport of his expectation, 
kissed the hand of his kind mediatrix—a circumstance which had 
a remarkable efiect on the countenance of Emilia, who did not 
seem to relish the warmth of Ins acknowledgment. 

After many supplications on one hand, and pijps.sing remonstrances 
on the other, she yielded at Icngtli, and, turning to her lover, 
w'hile her face was overspread with blushes,— “Well, sir,” said 
she, “supposing I were to put the difference on that issue, how 
could you excuse the ridiculous letter which you sent tonne from 
Winchester 1 ” This expostulation introdneod a discussion of the 
whole affair, in which all the circumstances were q/invassed and 
Emilia still aflirmed, with great heat, that the letter must have 
been calculated to affront her ; for she could not suppose the author 
was so weak as to design it for any other pur])Ose. 

Peregrine, w^io still retained in his meniory the substance of tlii,s 
unlucky epistle, as well as the versos w liicli were ii*c]o8ed, could 
recolKsct no particular expression which could liave justly given 
tho least umbrage ; and therefore, in the agonies of jierjilexity, 
begged that the whole miglit bo sulnnitted to the judgment of 
Miss Sophy, and faithfully promised to stand to her award. In 
short, this proposal was, with seeming reluctance, embraced by 
Eimlia, and an appointment mado to meet next day in the same 
place, W'hither both parties w'crc desired to conio provided with 
their credentials, according to which definitive sentenco would be 
pronounced. c 

Our lover, having succeeded thus far, overwhelmed Sophy with 
acknowledgments on account of her generous mediation ; and in 
the course of their walk, which Emilia was nd\v in no hurry to 
conclude, wdiisperod a great many tender protest ations in the ear 
of his mistress, who nevertheless continued to act upon tlio reserve, 
until her doubts should be more fully resolved, • 

Mr. Pickle, having found means to amuse them in the fields till 
the twilight, was obliged to wish them good even, after having 
obtained a .solemn repetition of their promise to meet him at the 
appointed time and place, and then retreatc<l to* his apat-tmeut, 
where he spent,tho whole night in various conjectures on the 
subject of this letter, the (rordian knot of which ho could by no 
t;neans untie. • 

One while ho imagined'^that some wag®had played a trick on liis 
li^aengcr, in consequence of which Emilia had received a supposi- 
ti^ous letter; but, upon farther reflection, ho could not conceive 
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the practicability of any ijuch deceit. Then he be"an to doubt the 
sincerity of his mistress, who perhaps had only made <}hat a handle 
for discarding him, at the request of some favoured rival; but his 
own integrity forbade him to harbour this mean,suspicion ; and 
therefore he was again* involved in the labyrinth of perplexity. 
Next day ho waited on the rack of impatience for the hour of five 
in the afternoon, which rib sooner struck than he ordered Pipes to 
attend him, in case there sliould Uo occasion for his evidence, and 
repaired to the place of rendezvous, where he had not tarried five 
minutes before the ladies appeared. Mutual compliments being 
passed, and the attendant stationed at a convenient distance, 
Peregrine persuaded •them to sit down u])ou the grass, under the 
shade of a spreading oak, that they might be more at their e.ase ; 
while ho stretched hmisclf at their feet, and ilesircd that the paper 
on which Iris doom depended might. i)o examined. It was accor¬ 
dingly put into the hand of his fair arbitress, who read it immediately 
witli an audible voice. The first two words of it were no sooner 
j)r*)nonnc»d, than lie started, with great emotion, and «raiscd 
himself upon his hand and knee, in which posture he listened to 
the rest of tlu^ sentence ; tlien sprang upon his feet in the utmost 
astonishment, and, glowing with resentment at the same time, 
exclaimed, “Hell and the devil! what’s all th.ab? Sure you make 
a jest of mo, madam ! ”—“ Pray, .sir,” said Sophy, “ give me the 
hearing for a few moments, and then urge what jym shall think 
])ropcT in you# own defonce.” Having thus cautioned him, she 
proceeded ; but before she liad finished ono-half of the porfornfauco, 
her gravity forsook her, and she was seized with a violent fit of 
lauglitcr, in which neither of the lover,s could help joining, not¬ 
withstanding the resentment wliich at tlmt in.stant prevailed in 
the breasts of botli. The judge, however, in a. little time, resumed 
her solemnity, and having read the remaining jiart of this curious 
epi.stlo, all throe continued shiring at each other alternately for the 
space of half a minute, and tlieu broke forth at the same instant in 
another paroxysm of mirth. Fi’om this unanimous convulsion, one 
would have thought that both parties were exlromely wcdl pleased 
with the jt/kc, yet this was by no means the case. 

Kniih'a iinaginctr that, notwithstanding his aflcctod surprise, her 
lover, in spite of himself, had renewed the laugh at her expense, 
and in so doing applauded his own umncflinerly ridicule, TJiis 
suppositio|^ c<Jbld not fail of raising and reviving her indignation, 
while Peregrine highly resented the indignity with which he sup¬ 
posed himself treated, in their attempting to make him the dupe of 
such a gross and ludicrous artifice. This being the situation of 
their thoughts, tfieir mirth was succeeded by a mutual gloominess 
of aspect; and the judge, addressing herself to Ma.*'. Pickle, asked 
if he had anything to offer why sentence should not bo pronounced ? 
“ Madam,” answered the culprit, “ I am sorry to find myself so 
low in opinion of yonr cotfsin as to bo tfiougnt capable of being 
deceived by such a vshallow contrivance.”—“ Nay, sir,” said Emilia, 
“the contrivance is yonr own: and I cannot help adiwiring your 
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confidence in imputing it to me.”—“ Upon my honour,* Misa Emily,” 
resumed our hero, “you wrong my understanding, as well as my 
love, in accusing me of having written such a silly, impertinent 
performance. The very appearance and address of it is so unlike 
the letter which 1 did myself the honour to Vrite, that I dare say my 
man, even at this distance of time, will remember the difference.” 

So saying, he extended his voice, and? beckoned to Pipes, who 
imme<liatcly drew near. His misi;ress seemed to object to the evi¬ 
dence, by observing that to be sure Mr. Pipes had liis cue; when 
Peregrine, begging she would spare him the mortification of con¬ 
sidering him in such a dishonourable light, desired his valet to 
examine the outside of the letter, and recollect if it was the same 
which lie liad delivered to Miss Gauntlet about two years ago. 
Pipes, having taken a superficial view of it, pij^lod up his breeches, 
saying, “Mayhap it is, but we have made so many trips, and been 
in so many creeks and corners since that time, that 1 can’t pretend 
to be certain ; for I neither keep journal or log-book of our pro¬ 
ceedings.” Emilia coiiiuicudcd him for his candour, atothe same 
time darting a s;ircfistic look at his master, as if she thought he 
had tampered with his servant’s integrity in vain ;^and Peregrino 
began to rave and curse his fate for having subjected him to such 
mean suspicion, attesting heaven and eartli in the most earnest 
manner, that far from having composed and convoyed that stupid 
production, had never seen it before, nor been privy to the least 
circumstance of the plan. t 

Pipes, now, for the first time, perceived the mischief which ho 
had occasioned ; and, moved with tlio transports of his master for 
whom he had a most inviolable attachment, frankly declared he 
was ready to make oath that Mr Pickle had no hand in the letter 
which ho delivered. All three wore amazed at this confession, the 
meaning of which they couM not comprehend. Peregrine, after 
some pause, leaped upon I’ipes, and seizing him by the throat, 
exclaimed, in an ec.stasy of rage, “ Rascal! tell me this instant 
what became of the letter I entrusted to your care. * The patient 
valet, half-strangled as ho was, squirted a collection of tobacco-juice 
out of the corner of his mouth, and with great deliberation replied, 
“ Why, burnt it, you wouldn’t have me give tfie young woman a 
thing tliat shook all in the wind in tatters, would you 1 ” The 
ladies interposed in bS^ialf of tl)e distressed squire, from whom, 
by dint of questions which ho had neither art nor incjination to 
evade, they extorted an explanation of the whole affair. 

Some ridiculous simplicity and innocence of intention appeared 
in the composition of his expedient, that even the remembrance of 
all the chagrin which it had produced, eould notVouse their indig¬ 
nation, or enable them to resist a third eruption of laughter whi^ 
they forthwith underwent. Pipes was dismissed, with many irteha- 
iCing injunctions to beware of such conduct for the future ; Emilia 
stood with a confusion of joy and tendbrness in her countenance ; 
Peregrine’s eyes kindled into rapture, and, when Miss Sophy 
xiouneed the sentence of reconciliation, advanced to hie mistress,' 
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taying, “Truth is mighty, and will prevail;” then clasping her 
in his arms, very impudently ravished a kiss, which*she had not 
power to refuse. Nay, such was the impulse of his joy, that he 
took the same freedom with the lips of Sophy, calling her his kind 
mediatrix and guardiaif angel; and behaved with such extrava- 
pnoe of transport, as plainly evinced the fervour and sincerity of 
His love. • 

I shall not pretend to repeat the tender protestations that were 
uttered on one side, or describe the bewitching glances of approba¬ 
tion with which they w'ero received on the other ; suffice it to say, 
that the endearing intimacy of their former connection was in¬ 
stantly renewed, and* Sojdiy, who congratulated them on the happy 
termination of their quarrel, favoured with tJieir mutual confidence. 
In consequence of l^his happy pacification, they deliberated upon 
the means of seeing each other often ; and as he could not, without 
some previous introductioji, ,yisit her openly at the house of her 
relation, they agreed afternoun in the park till the 

next assembly, at which •'’* partner, jvnd she 

be unengaged, in expedtation of InMrequest. By this connection 
he would bo qjititled to visit her daj’’, and thus an avowed 
correspondence would of course commoncc. This plan was actually 
put in execution, and attended with a circumstance which had well- 
nigh produced some mischievous consequence, had not Peregrine’s 
good fortune been superior to his discretion. ^ 


Chap. XXIV.—He aclilevos an Adventure at tbe A^scmtly, anil quarrels with hli^fJovernor. 

At the assembly, were no fewer than three gentlemen of fortune, 
who rivalled our lover in his passion ft)r Emilia, and who had 
severally begged the honour of dancing with her upon that occasion. 
She had excu|ed herself to* each, on pretence of a slight indispo¬ 
sition that she foresaw wou||i detain her from the ball, and desired 
they would ijrovido themselves with other partners. Obliged to 
admit her excuse,•they accordingly followed her advice ; and after 
thoy had engaged thomsolv-es beyond the power of retracting, had 
the mortification to see there unclainned. Thoy in their turn 
made up^to%er, and expressed their surprise and concern at 
finding her in the assembly unprovided, after she had declined their 
invitation ; but she told them that her cold liad forsaken her since 
she had the pleasure of seeing them, and that she would rely upon 
accident for a pattner. Just as she pronounced these words to the 
last of the three, Reregrine advanced as an uttej;«3tranger, bowed 
lyith great respect, told her he understood she was unengaged, and 
Would think himself highly honoured in being accepted as her 
partner lor the night; an<h he had the gdod fortune to succeed ih*^ 
his application. « 

. As they were by far the handsomest and be8t*a,s<^mpliaHed 
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couple in the room, tliey could not fail of attracting Che notice and 
admiration cf the spectators, which inflamed the jealousy of his 
three competitors, who immediately entered into a conspiracy 
against this gaudy stranger, whom, as their rival, they resolved to 
affront in public. Pursuant to the plan wliich they projected for 
this purpose, the first countiy-dance was no sooner concluded, than 
one of them, with his partner, took plicc of Peregrine and his 
mistress, contrary t<» the regularion of the ball. Our lover, inipu- 
ting his behaviour to inadvertcnc 3 % informed the gentleman of his 
mistake, and civillj' desired he would rectifj'^ his error. The otlier 
told him, in an imperious tone, tliat he wanted none of his advice, 
and bade him mind his own affairs. Peregrine answered, with some 
warmth, and insisted upon his light ; a dispute commenced, high 
words ensued, in the course of which, our impetuous youth hearing 
himself reviled with the a])pcllafcion of scoundrel, pulled off his 
antagonist’s periwig, and flung it in his face. The ladies imme¬ 
diately slirieked, the gentlemen interposed, Emilia was seized w'ith 
a fit of trembling, and conducted to her seat l\y her*’youthful 
admirer, who begged jiardoii fi)r liaving discomposed her. and 
vindicated wdiat ho had done, by r('])resenting tl\« noeessity ho 
was under to re.sont tlie jirovocation he had received. 

Though she could not lielp owning the justice of his plea, she 
was not the less concerned at the dangerous situation in wdiich ho 
had involved himself, and, in the utmost constcjrnation and anxiety, 
insisted upOu going directly homo : ho could not re.'A.st her impor¬ 
tunities ; and lior cousin being determined to accompanj' her, ho 
escorted them to tlieir lodgings, where lie wished them good niglit, 
after having, in order to quiet their ajiprehoiisions, protested, that 
if his opponent was satisfied, bo should never take any step tow’ards 
the prosecution of the quarrel. Meanwhile tlie assemhly-rooni 
became the scene of tumult foul uproar : the person who conceived 
himself injured, seeing Peregrine retire, struggled Avith his com- 
pauions, in order to pursue and take satisfaction of our hero, whom 
he loaded with terms of abuse, ami challenged to single combat. 
The director of the ball held a consultation with all Iho subscribers 
who were present; and it was determined, by a^inajority of votes, 
that the two gentlemen who had occasioned the clisturhance should 
be desired t(' withdraw. This resolution being signified to one of 
the parties then presenf, ho made some difficulty of c^mpl;^g, 'but 
was persuaded to submit by his two confedcraWs, wljA'AM^Itnpanied 
him to the street-door, where he was “Peregrine on his 

return to the assembly. 

This choleric gentleman, who was a country squire, no sooner 
saw his rival, than ho began to brandish his cudgm in a menacing 
posture, when ofK' adventurous youth, steppiug'-back with one foot, 
laid his hand upon the hilt of his sAvord, which he drew half Avay 
vout of the scabbard. Ti^is attitude, and the sight of the blade, 
which glistened by moonlight in his fatfe, ► checked, in some sort, 
the ardour of his assailant, aa'Iio desired ho would lay aside his 
toaster, an^take a bout with him at equal arms. Peregrine, -who 
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was an expe^:b cudgel-player, accepted the invitation: then, ex¬ 
changing wea[)ons with Pipes, who stood behind him, put himself in 
a posture of defence, and received the attack of his acft'crsary, who 
struck at random, without cither skill or economy. Pickle could 
liavo beaten the cudgel^out of his Iiand at the first blow j but as 
in that caso ho would have been obliged in honour to give imme¬ 
diate quarter, ho resolved to discipline his antagonist without 
endeavouring to disable iiiin, until ho should he Jieartily satisfied 
with the vengeance he liad takeif. With this view lie returned 
the salute, and raised such a clatter about the squire’s pate, that 
one who had heard, without seeing the application, would have 
mistaken the sound for that of a salt-box, in the hand of a 
dexterous merry-andrew, belonging to cue of the booths at 
Bartholomew-fair. Neither w:is this salutation confined to liia 
head; his shouldersf arms, thighs, ankles, and ribs, were visited 
with amazing rapidity, wliile Tom Pipes sounded the charge 
through his fist. Peregrine, tired with this exercise, which had 
almost bereft his enemy of sensation, at last struck the decisive 
Wbw, in (fonsoquenco of which tho sejuire’s weapon flow out ‘of his 
grasp, and he allowed our hero to be the better man. Satisfied 
with this ackwowlcdgmcnt, the victor walked upstairs with such 
elevation of spirits and insolence of mien, that nobody chose to 
intimate the losolutioii which had been taken in his absence : 
there, having amused himself for some tune in beholding tlie 
country-dance^ he retreateil to his lodging, AvlieiSii he indulged 
himself all nij^t in the contemplation of his own success. ^ 

Next day in the forenoon he went to visit his partner ; and the 
gentleman, at whose house she lived, having been informed of his 
family and condition, received him witli great courtesy, as the 
ac(|uaintanco of his cousin Gauntlet, and invited him to dinner 
that same day. Emilia was remarkably well pleased, Avhen she 
understood the issue of his adventure, whicli began to make some 
noise in town, even though it deprived lier of a wealthy admirer. 
Tho squire, having consulted an attorney about the nature of the 
dispute, in h<^)os of being able to prosecute Peregrine for an 
assault, found little encouragement to go to law: he therefore 
resolved to pocket tho insult and injury he had undergone, and to 
discontinue liis addresses to her Avho was the cause of botli. 

Our lover being told by his mistress that she proposed to slay a 
fortnight longer at Windsor, he determineef to enjoy lier compsuiy 
all that time, and then to give her a convoy to the house of her 
mother, whom he longed to see. In consequence of this plan, he 
every day contrived some fi'osh party of pleasure fur the ladies, to 
whom he had bj^this time free access ; and entangled liiinself so 
much in tho snores of love, that he seemed ([uito enchanted by 
Emilia’s charms, which were now indeed almost irresistible. 
While he thus heedlessly roved in tho flowery i>aths of pleasure, 
his governo)^ at Oxford, alarmed at tho,unusual duration of liis> 
absence, went to the yoiuig gentlemen who had accompanied him 
in his excursion, and very earnestly entreated them to*'tell him 
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what they knew concerning his pupil: they accordingly gave him 
an account of the rencounter that happened between Pei’egrine and 
Miss Emily "Gauntlet in the castle, and mentioned circumstances 
sufficient to convince him that his charge was very dangerously 
engaged, 

Far from having an authority over Peregrine, Mr. Jolter durst 
not even disoblige hiin ; therefore, instea^d of writing to the com¬ 
modore, he took horse immediately, and that same night reached 
Windsor, where ho found his stray sheep very much surprised at 
his unexpected arrival. The governor desiring to have some serious 
conversation with him, they shut themselves up in an apartment, 
when Jolter, with great solemnity, communicated the cause of his 
journey, which was no other than his concern for his pupil's wel¬ 
fare ; and very gravely undertook to prove, by mathematical 
demonstration, that this intrigue, if further‘pursued, would tend 
to the young gentleman’s ruin and disgrace. This singular pro- 
I)Osition raised the curiosity of Peregrine, who promised to yield 
all manner of attention, and desired him to begin without further 
preamble. 

The governor, encouraged by tins appearance of candour, ex¬ 
pressed his satisfaction in finding him so open to coiiA^ctioii. and told 
him he would proceed upon geometrical principles ; then, hemming 
thrice, observed that no mathematical inquiries could be carried 
on, except upon certain data, or concessions of truth that >vero 
self-evident,; iind therefore he must crave his assent to a few 
axioips, which ho was sure Mr. Pickle would see no reason to dis¬ 
pute. “ In tho first place, then,” said he, “you will grant, 1 hope, 
that youth and discretion are with respect to each other as tw'O 
parallel lines, which, though infinitely produced, remain still 
equidistant, and will never coincide: then you must allow that 
passion aets upon tho human mind in a ratio compounded of the 
acuteness of sense and constitutional heat; and, thirdly, you will 
not deny tliat the angle of remorse is equal to that of precipitation. 
These postuJata being admitted,” added he, taking pen, ink, and 
paper, and drawing a parallelogram, “let youth bo represented by 
the right line, a h, and discretion by another right line, c d, parallel 
to the former. C<>in])lete the parallelogram, ahed, and let the point 
f>f intersection, h, represeiit perdition. Let passion, represented 
under thcr letter c, havq a motion in the direction c a. At the same 
time, let another motion bo communicated to it, iiisthe direction 
c d, it w ill pi-ocoed in the diagonal c b, and describe it in*the same 
time that it would have described tho side c a, by the first motion, 
or the side, cd, by the second. To understand the demonstration 
of this corollary, we must premise this obvious principle, that 
when a body is acted upon by a motion of power parallel to a right 
line given in position, this power, or motion, has no effect to cause, 
the b(^y to approach towards that line, or recede frqm it, but to 
<»move in a line parallel to a right line Qnly ; as appears from tho 
second law of motion ; therefore ca being^rallel bo d ; 

His pupil having listened to him thus far, could contain himwll 
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no longer, but interrupted the investigation with a loud laugh, 
and told him that his po^Mata put him in mind a certain 
learned and ingenious gentleman, who undertook to disprove the 
exiateiico of natural evil, and asked no other datum on which to 
found his dcmonstt'ati<^i, but an acknowledgment that “every¬ 
thing that is, is right.’' “You may therefore,” said ho, in a 
peremptory tune, “spare yourself the trouble of torturing your 
^ invention ; for, after all, I am pretty certain that I shall want 
capacity to comprehend the discussion of your lemma, and con¬ 
sequent^ bo obliged to refuse my assent to your deduction.” 

Mr. Jolter was disconcerted at this declaration, luid so much 
offended at Peregrine’s disrespect, that he could not help express¬ 
ing liis displeasure, by telling him flatly, that he was too violent 
and headstrong to be reclaimed by reason and gentle moans ; that 
he (the tutor) mustabe obliged, in the discharge of his duty and 
conscience, to inform the cominodoi e of his pupil's imprudence; 
that if the laws of this realm wore effectual, they would take cog¬ 
nizance of tlie gipsy who had led him astray ; and observed, by 
w&y of cdbtrast, that if such a preposterous intrigue had happened 
in France, she would have been claiiped up in a convent two years 
ago. Our loTKsr’s eyes kindled with indignation, when ho hea^ 
his mistress treated witli such iiTeverence : he could scarce refrain 
from inflicting manual chastisement on the blasphemer, whom he 
reproached in his wrath as an .arrogant pedant, without either 
delicacy or sense, and cautioned him against ueing any such 
impertinent freedoms with his affairs for the future, on ptyn of 
incurring more severe effects of his resentment. 

^r. Jolter, who entertained very high notions of that veneration 
to which ho thought himself ontitlod by his character and qualifi¬ 
cations, had not borne, witlioub repining, his want of influence 
and authority over his pupil, against whom he cherished a par¬ 
ticular grudge ever since the adventure of the i^aintecl oye ; and 
therefore, on this occasion, his politic forbearance had been over¬ 
come by the accumulated motives of his disgust. Indeed, ho 
would have rfeigned his charge with disdain, had not he been 
encour^ed to persevere, by the hopes of a good living which 
Trunnion had in giff^i or known how to dispose of himself for 
the present to better advantage. 


Chap, XXV.—Ho receives 4 T^etter from bis Aunt, breaks with the Commodore, and 
diaobllgcB the Llcntenant, who, nevertheless, undertakes his Cause. 

MfiA^fWSiLE he quitted the youth in high dudgeon, and that same 
evening despatched a letter for Mrs. Trmiiiibn, winch was dictated 
by the first transports of his passion, and of coifAe replete with 
severe animadversions on the misconduct of his pupil. In conse- 
' qa^oe of thfii complaint, it was not long before Peregrine received 
aq eputle from his aunt^ therein she commemorated all the cir¬ 
cumstances of the commodore’s benevolence towards him *when he 
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was helpless and forlorn, deserted and abandonect by his own 
parents ; upbraided him for his misbehaviour, and neglect of his 
tutor’s advice ; and insisted upon his breaking off all intercourse 
with that girl who had seduced his youth, as he valued the con¬ 
tinuance of her affection and her husband's ^’egard. 

As our lover’s own ideas of generosity w^ere extremely refined, 
he was shocked at the indelicate insinu|^tions of Mrs. Trunnion, 
and felt all the pangs of an ingenuous mind that labours under ^ 
obligations to a perstjn whom if contemns. Far from obeying her 
injunction, or humbling himself by a submissive answer to her 
reprehen.sion, his resentment buoyed him up above every selfish 
consideration ; ho resolved to attach himself Emilia, if prissible, 
more than ever; and although he was temj)ted to punish the offi- 
ciousness of Joltor, by recriminating upon his life and conversation, 
ho generously witlistood the impulse of his pas»<ion, because ho knew 
that hia governor had no other dei)cndenco than the good opinion 
of the commodore. He could not, however, digest in silence the 
severe expostulations of his aunt; to which he replied by the follow'- 
ing letter, addressed to licr husband :— * 

.Slit,—Though my temper could never stoop to offer, nor, I believe, your diiipopitfon 
deign to receive that gross iricrn.se which the illiberal only expect, aiif'. none but the. base- 
nilnded condescend to pay; my scntiincnlH have always done justice to your generosity, 
and niy intention scrupulously adhered to the dictates of my duty. CouslIous of tbts 
Integriiy of heait, I cannot but severely feel your lady's unkind (1 will not call it ungene¬ 
rous) recapitulation of the favours I have received ; and, as I take It lor griintod that you 
knewr and approved of be.r letter, I must beg Umvo to nssuii; you, that, fur I'lom being 
swayed by meiiaca^nd reproach, I am delerniineil to cuibr.'u'c the niobt abject extremity 
of fortune, rather than submit to such dishonourable roinpulsiun. \\*nen 1 am tieated in 
a mor^ delicate and re^pctt^ul uianiier, 1 hope I shall behave as becomes,—Sir, your 
obliged P PlCKLK.’' 

The commodore, who did not understiind those nice distinctions 
of behaviour, and dreaded the conso.pience of Peregrine’s amour, 
against which ho was strangely jnepoasessed, seemed exasperated 
at the insolence and obstinacy of this ado]ited son, to whose epistle 
he wrote the following answer, which was transmitted by the h.ands 
of Hatchway, wlio had orders to bring the delinquent along with 
him to the garrison : — ^ 

IlnaiiK VF, Cmri),—You need not liriiig your fine rpcccbes to lieav upon me: you only 
expend ymir uuimunitiuii to no purpose. Your aunt told you nothing but truth ; lor It is 
always fair and honest to be above-board, d’ye see 1 am liifovned as how you are in 
chace of a painted gaUey, wbidi wilt decoy you upon the flats of destruction, unless you 
keep a better look-out and a smer reckoning tb.in you li.ive Lltbeito done; and 1 have sent 
Jack Ifatcliw’ay to see bow the pud lies, and warn i on of your danger: if to be as you will 
put about ship, and let him sleer you into this huibour, you shall nieo^with a .safe berth 
and friendly reception; but If you refuse to alter your course, yi.u caiiru't expect any 
farther assistance from yours, as you behave, JIaw-sku Tuumiion.” 

Peregrine was equally piqued and di.sconcerted at the receijit of 
this letter, which was quite different fiom what he had expected ; 
and declared in a resolute tone to the lieutenant" who brought it, 
that he might return as soon as he pleased, for ho was determined to 
consult his own inclination, and remain for some time longer where 
,,hewtts. ' 

Hatchway endeavoured to persuade 4uin, by all the arguments 
which hf.i sagacity and friendship could supply, to show a little 
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more (lofureiico for tlio old man, who was by this time rendered 
fretful and peevish by the gout, which now hindered him from 
enjoying liiinBulf as usual, an<l who might, in his liassion, take 
some step very much to the detriment of the young gentleman, 
whom he had hitherto considered ,as his own son. Among otlier 
remonstrances, Jack o^bserved that mayhap I'erogrine had got 
under Emilia’s hatches, and did not choose to sot her adrift; 
and that if that was thS case, he himself would take charge tif 
the vessel, aiul sec her cargo safel/delivered ; for he had a respect 
for the young woman, and liis needle pointed towanls matrimony ; 
and as, iu all probalulitv, she could uf>t be much the worse for the 
wear, he would make shift to scud tlirougli life with her under an 
easy sail. 

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, and, havit^g thanked 
him for tliis last inst#uce of his complaisaiu c, repeated liis resolu¬ 
tion of adht:riiig to his lirst purpt.&e. Hatchway, having profited 
so little by mild exhortations, assumed a more percnijitory aspect, 
and plainly told him that he neither could nor w’ould go home 
wk-hout Ifliii; so he had best make iiiimediatc prop.aiatlou fbr the 
voyage. 

Peregrine m#dc no other reply to this declaration than by a con¬ 
temptuous smile, and ro.so from his seat in orilcr to retire ; iijion 
which tlie lieutenant started up, and, posting himself by the door, 
piMtested, with some menacing gestiiro.s, that ho would not sufl'er 
him to nm a-head neither. The other, incensed ab his prcsutuii- 
tion, iu attempting to detain him by force, tripped up his AVQodon 
leg, and laid him on liis hack iu a moment ; tlien ivalked delibe¬ 
rately towards the park, in order to indulge liis rctlcciion, which at 
that time teemed with dis.igreeahle thoughts. He liad not proceeded 
two hundred stops, when he heard something blowing and stamping 
behind him ; and. looking back, iicrceived tiie lieutenant at liis heels, 
with rage and indignation in his countenance. This exaspcrateil 
seaman, iinjiatient of the allVonl lie had received, and forgetting all 
the circumstances of their former intimacy, advanced with great 
eagerness t.o Ms old friend, saying, “ Look j'o, brother, you re a 
saucy hoy, and if you was at sea, 1 would have your backside brought 
to the davit for yoijr disobedience : but as we are on shore, you and 
I must crack a pistol at one another : liere is a brace ; you shall take 
which you please.” 

Peregrine, ^ipon recollection, was sorry for liaviiig been laid 
under the*nccessity of disobliging honest -lack, ami very frankly 
asked his pardiin for wliat he had done. But this coiidcsceiisiou 
was misinterpreted by the other, who refused any other satisfaction 
but that wliich an«oflicei- ought to claim ; and, w'ith some irreverent 
ex))ressions, asked if Perry was afraid of his bacoi^? The youth, 
inflamed at this unjOst insinuation, darted a feroefous look at the 
challenger, told him ho had paid but too much regard to his in¬ 
firmities, and* bid him walk^ forward to the park, where he would 
soon convince him of his error, if ho thought his concession pfoceodod 
from fear. 
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About this time they were overtaken by Pipes,' who, having 
heard the lieutenant’s fall, and seen him pocket his pistols, sus¬ 
pected there was a quarrel in the case, and followed him with a 
view of protecting liis master. Peregrine, seeing him arrive, and 
guessing his intention, assimied an air of sA’cnity ; and pretending 
that ho had left his liandkcrcliief at the inn, ordered his man to go 
thither and fetch it to him in the park, wKere he would find them 
at his return. Tliis command was twice repeated before Tom 
would take any other notice of the message, except by shaking his 
head ; but being urged with many threats and curses to obedience, 
ho gave them to understand that he knew their drift too well to 
trust them by themsclvea. “As for you, Lieutenant Hatch\vay,” 
said ho, “1 have been your shipmate, and know you to bo a sailor, 
that’s enough ; and as for master, I Icnow hm,i, to be as good a man 
as ever slept betwixt stem and stern, w’hcrcby, if you have anything 
to say tf) him, 1 am your man, as the saying is. Here’s my sapling, 
and 1 don’t value your crackers of a rope’s eud.” This oration, the 
longest that ever Pipes was known to make, ho coucludod witba 
flourish of his cudgel, and enforced M'ilh such determined refusals 
to leave thorn, that they found it iin]><)ssil)le to bring the cause to 
mortal arliitroment at that lime, and strolled about the park in 
profound silence ; during which, JTatclnvay’s irulignation subsiding, 
he, all of a sudden, thrust out his hand as an advance to recon¬ 
ciliation, which being cordirilly shaken by J\^regiine, a general 
pacification ‘ensued : and was fr'llowed by a consaltiitiou about 
the means of extricating the youth from his present perplexity. 
Hiid Ilia dispo.sition been like that of most other young men, it 
would have liecn no difficult task to overcome his difficulties; but 
such was the obstinacy of his pride, chat he deemed himself bound 
in honour to resent the letters ho had received; and instead 
of submitting to the pleasme of the commodore, expected an 
acknowledgment from him, without whicli he would listen to no 
terms of accommodation. “Had J been liis own son,” said be, “I 
should have homo his reproof, and sued for fongiveness ; but 
knowing myself to be on the footing of an orphan, who depends 
entirely upon his benevolence, I am jealous of cvciything that 
can be ccmsiru.ed into disrespect, and in.sist upon being treated 
with the most punctual regard. I sliall now make application to 
my father, who is obliged to provide for me by the ^es of nature, 
as well as the laws of the land ; and if ho shall ronise. to do me 
justice, loan never want cniployment while men are required for his 
majesty’s service.” 

The lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, begged he would take 
no new step until he should hear from him ; and that very evening 
set out for the garrison, where he gave Truniii«n an account of the 
miscarriage of his negotiation, told him how highly Peregrine was 
«offended at the letter, communicated the yotmg gentleman’s senti¬ 
ments and resolution, and finally assured him, that unless he should 
think prbpor to ask pardon for the ofienco iie had committed, he 
would, in 411 appearance, never more behold the face of his godson, 
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The old commodore was utterly confounded afc^this piece of 
intelligence: ho had expected all the humility of obedience and 
contrition from the young man; and, instead of that, received 
notliing but the most indignant opposition, and even found himself 
in the circumstances of an offender, obliged to make atonement, or 
forfeit all correspondenqp Avith his favourite. These insolent con¬ 
ditions at hrst threw him into an agony of Avrath; and he vented 
execrations with sucli rapidity tliat he left himself no time to 
breathe, and had almost been suffocated with his choler. He in¬ 
veighed bitterly against the ingratitude of Peregrine, W'hom ho 
mentioned with mg-ny opprobrious epithets, and swore that he 
ought to be keelhauled for his presumption ; but An hen he began to 
reflect more coolly upon tJie spirit of the young gentleman, which 
had already manifeated itself on ninny occasions, and listened to 
the suggestions of Hatchway, whom he had always considered as 
an oracle in his way, his resentment abated, and ho determines! to 
take Perry into favour again; this placability being not a little 
facilitate?! by Jack’s narrative of our hero’s intrepid behaviour at 
the assembly, as avcII as the contest with him in tlie park. But 
still this plag«y amour occurred like a bugbear to his imagination ; 
for he lield it as an infallible maxim, that Avoman was an eternal 
source of misery to man. Indeed, this apophthegm he seldom 
repeated sinco his marj'iago, except in the company of a very few 
intimates, to Avhose secrecy and discretion he could trust. Finding 
Jack himself at a nonplus in the affliir of Emilia, he consulted Mrs. 
Trunnion, who was equally surprised and offended when she under¬ 
stood that her letter did not produce the desired effect; and after 
having imputed the youth’s obstinacy to his uncle’s unseasonable 
indulgence, had recourse to the advice of the parson, who, still 
with an eye to his friend’s advantage, coinisollcd them to send the 
young gentleman on his travels, in tlio course of which he would, 
in all probability, forget the amusements of his greener years. 
The propo.sal Avas judicious, .and immediately approved; when 
Trunnion, goiftg into his closet, after divers efforts, produced the 
folloAving billet, Avith Avhich Jack departed for Windsor that same 
{ifternoon :— • 

“ Mt good Tjad,— Tf I gave offence in my last letter, T’m soiTy for’t, d’ye sec: I tlioiight 
it W 08 the likeliest way to brlnK you up; but, In time to cuino, you sliall have a lai^r 
stving of cable. AVlien you can spare time, I shall be clad if you will make a short trip 
and see your aunty and Uiia Avho is—Your loving godfather and humble e^rvant, 

• “IlAWSEft TfiVNsroN. 

“ I’.S. If yon want money, you may draw upon me payable nt .sight.” 


CtiAP. XXVI.—He becomes Melancholy and Despondent—Is fofoured with the con- 
de»M‘nding Letter from his Uncle— Reconcilea himself to Ills Governor, and sets ont with 
Knillia and het^lt'ciond for Mrs. Gauntlet’s House. 

• 

pBKEORiNB, fortified as he Vas with pride and indignatioi^ did not 
fail to feel the smarting suggestions of his present situation : after 
haviug lived so long in an affluent and imperious mann^, he could 
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ill brook the tlioughta of submitting to the mortifying exigencies 
of life. All Vlic gsuicly selienies <>t pomp and pleasure, which his 
luxuriant imagination had formed, began to dissolve; a train of 
melancholy ideas took possession of liis thoughts ; and the prospect 
of losing Emilia was not the least pfirt of 4iis affliction. Though 
he endeavoured to suppress the chagrin that preyed U])on his heart, 
ho could not conceal the disturbance of lii\i mind from the penetra¬ 
tion of tliat amiable young lady, who sympathized with him in her 
heart, though she could not give lier tongue the lilierty <if asking 
the cause of his disorder ; for, not withstanding all the ardour of his 
addresses, he never could obtain from heu’ the declaration of a 
mutual fljime ; becairso, though he had liithcito treated her with 
the utmost reverence of respeet, he liad novel' once iiioutioiied the 
final aim c>f liis jiassion. However honourah][o she supposed it to 
he, she had di.sccinment enough to foiesee tliat vanity or interest, 
co-o]ierating witli tlio levity of youth, might one day deprive her 
of her lover, and slio was too proud to gi^c lum any handle of exult¬ 
ing at? her expense. Although ho was ri'ceived by lier*iwit1i the 
most distinguished eivilily, and even an intimacy of fVieiulship, all 
his solicitations could never extort from her an acknowledgment 
of love : on the contraiy, being of a g.iy disjiosition, sho soinetinieH 
coquetted Avith other admirers, that his atteniion thus whetted 
might never abate, and that he might sec slie had other resources 
in case lie shoi^ld Hag in his afleetirin. 

This being the innidentjal j»lan on which slie acted, it cannot ho 
supposed that she would coiuh-seoiid to iinjuire into the .state of his 
thoughts when she saw him thus affected ; but she, jK'vertheless, 
imposed that task on her cousin and conlidaiit, who, as they walked 
together in the park, observed that he seemed to ho out of humour. 
When this is the case, such a (jiiestiuu generally inerenseB the 
disease ; at least it had fhai clFoct upon Peregrine, who replied 
somewhat peevishly, “I a.Srturc you, madam, you never was more 
mistaken in your ob.servations.”—“1 think so, too,’’ said Emilia, 
“for I never saAV Mr. Pickle in higher spirits.” u This ironical 
encomium eoniplotcil his confusion : he atfeefed to .smile, but it 
was a smile of anguish, and in his heart he cur.«ed the vivacity of 
both. He could not for his soul recollect himseli so as to utter one 
connected sentence ; and the susiiicioii that they observed every 
circumstance of his behaviour, throAV such a damp on his spirits 
that lie was quite ovovwhehnod with shame and rese'ntniimt, when 
Sophy, casting her eyes towards the gate, said, “ Yonder is your 
servant, Mr. Pickle, with another man wlio seems to have a wooden 
leg.” Peregrine started at this intelligence, and immediately 
underwent sundry changes of comjiloxion, knowing that his fate, in 
a great measuni,*depondcd ujjon the information he wmuld receive 
from his friend. 

» Hatchway, advancing ]bo the company, after a bracto of sea bows 
to the hwlicH, took the youth aside, antPput the commodore’s letter 
into his hand, which tlirew him into such an agitation that he could 
scarce proftounce, “ Ladies, will you give me leave 1 ” When, in 
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consequence*of their permission, ho attemj)te<l to open the billet, 
he funihleil with such iiiaiiifesb disorder, that his tnistress, who 
watched his motions, began to think there was something very in¬ 
teresting in the message ; and so much was she affected with his 
concern, that she was fain to turn her head another way, and wipe 
the tears from her lovely eyes. 

Meanwhile, Porogrimf no sooner read the first sentence than his 
countenance, which before was overcast with a deep gloom, began 
to be lighted up ; and every fe;ituic unbending by degrees, h(3 re¬ 
covered his sei'cnity. Having perused th(‘ letter, his eyes sjiarkling 
with joy and gratitude, he hugged the lieutenant in his arms, and 
presented him to the ladies as one of liis b(!st friends. Jack met 
Avibh a most gracious rocejition, and shook Phniiia by the hand, 
telling her, with tl^e familiar ap]>ellatioii of “old ac(|haintauee,” 
that he did not care how soon lie v, is masier of such another clean¬ 
going frigate as herself. The whole company jiarlook of this 
favourable change that evidently appe;ired in our lover’s recollec¬ 
tion, and enlivened his conversatifui with such an uncommon flow 
of sprightliucss and good humour, as e\'cn made an impression on 
the iron comjtonance of I^ipes himself, wdio actually smiled with 
satisfaction as he walkisd behind tliem. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, they directed their course 
homeward ; and while the \alet attended Hatchway to the imi, 
Peregrine escorted the ladies to their lodgings, ^vliere he owned 
the justness «)f Sophy’.s remark in saying he was out of hinuour, 
and told them ho had been extremely chagrined at a difference 
HI Inch had hap])ened between him and his uncle, to wliom, by the 
letter which they had seen him receive, he now found himself 
happily reconciled. 

Having received their congratulations, and declined staying to 
sup with them, on account of the longing desire he had to converse 
with his friend Jack, he took his leave, and repaired to the inn, 
where Hatchway informed him of everything tliat had happened 
in the garri.si^^i upon his representations. Par from being disgusted, 
he was jicrfectly well pleased with the ju-ospect of going abroad, 
which flatterod his vanity and ainbiiiou, gratilied his thirst after 
knowledge, and fhdulged that turn for observation, for which ho 
had been remarkable from his most lender years. Neither did he 
believe a short absence would tend to the ])rejudice of his love, 
but, on tjie tiontrary, enhance the value of his heart, because he 
should return better accomplished, and, consequently, a more wel¬ 
come offering to his mistress. Elevated with these sentiments, his 
heart dilated with joy ; and tlie sluices of his natural benevolence 
being opened by this hajipv turn of his atlairs, he sent his compli¬ 
ments to Mr. Joltois to whom he had nut spokonT during a whole 
week, and desired ho would favour Mr. Hatchway and him with 
his company at supper. ^ 

The governor was not Veak enough fo decline this invitation; 
in consequence of which he forthwith appeared, and waS cordially 
welcomed by the relenting pupil, who expressed his soirow for the 
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misunderstanding which had prevailed between them,.and assured 
him that for Jho future he would avoid giving him any just cause 
of complaint. Jolter, who did not want aflections, was melted by 
this acknowledgment, which he could not have expected; and 
earnestly protested, that his chief study bad always been, and 
ever should bo, to promote Mr. Pickle’s interest and happiness, 

The best part of the night being spent* in the circulation of a 
cheerful glass, the company broke up ; and next morning Poregrino 
went out with a view of making his mistress acquainted with his 
uncle’s intention of sending him out of the kingdom for his improve¬ 
ment, and of saying everything which ho thought necessary for the 
interest of his love. Ho found her at breakfsj^it with lier cousin; 
and, as he was very full of tho subject of his visit, had scarce 
fixed himself in his seat, when he brought it upon the carpet, by 
asking, "with a smile, if the ladies had any c^.mmands for Paris] 
Emiliii at this question began to stare, and her confidant desired 
to know who was going thither? I He no sooner gave them to 
underst^and that he himself intended in a sliort time to visit that 
capital, than his mistress with grccat i)reciiiitation wished him a 
good journey, and aflbcted to bilk with indifference about tho 
pleasures he woidd enjoy in France ; but when he sei^lously assured 
Sophy, who asked if he was in earnest, that his uncle actually 
insisted upon his making a short lour, tlie tears gushed in poor 
Emilia’s eyes, and she was at groat pains to conceal her concern, 
by observing tKat the tea was so scalding hot, as to piake her eyes 
water.i This pretext was too thin to impose upon her lover, or 
even deceive the observation of her friend Sophy, who after break¬ 
fast, took an opportunity of quitting tho room. 

Thus left by themselves, Peregrine imparted to her what he had 
learnt of the commodore’s intention, without, however, mentioning 
a syllable of his being offender] at their correspondouce ; and accom¬ 
panied his information with such fervent vows of eternal constancy 
and solemn promises of a speedy return, that Emily’s heart, which 
had been invaded by a suspicion that tliis scheme of travelling 
was the effect of her lover’s inconstancy, began to be*more at ease; 
and she could not help signifying her approbation of liis design. 

Tliis affair being amicably compromised, ho as’ied how soon she 
proposed to set out for her mother’s house ; and understanding that 
her departure was fixed for next day but one, and that her Cousin 
Sophy intended to accompany her in her father’s clxariot, he repeated 
his intention of attending her. Tn the mean time he disifiissed the 
governor and tho lieutenant to tho garrison, with his compliments 
to his aunt and the commodore, and a faithful promise of Ins being 
with them in six days at farthest. These previous measures being 
taken, he, attended by Pipes, set out with tho ladies ; and they had 
also a convoy for twelve miles from Sophy’s father, who, at parting, 
recommended them piously to tho care of Peregrine, yi'ith whom, 
*by this time, he was perfectly well acquainted, 
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Chap. XXYI[.--*They meet whh a dreadful Alarm on the Road—Arrive ft their Journey’s 
end—Peregrine i-s introduced to Kniily's Brother—These two young Gentlemen mis* 
understand each other-—Pickle deimrts lor the Garrison. 

As they travelled at an easy rate, they had performed something 
more than one-half of yioir journey, when they were' benighted 
near an inn, at which they resolved to lodge ; the accommodation 
was very good, they supped togoLher with great mirth and enjoy¬ 
ment, and it was not till after he had been warned by the yawns 
of the ladies, that he conducted tlicm to their apartment; where, 
wishing them good yight. he retired to his own, and went to rest. 
The house was crowded with country-people who had been at a 
neiglibouring fair, and now regaled themselves with ale and 
tobacco in the yard ;*ro that their <j<nisi<1eiafion, which at any time 
was but slender, being now overwliolmetl by this debauch, they 
sbiggered into their res]icctive kennels, and left a lighted candle 
sticking to one of the w^oodeu pillars that sup[)ortcd the gallery. 
The flauA in a little time laid hold on the wood, which w'aa ka dry 
as tinder : and the whole gallery was f>n fire, when Peregrine sud¬ 
denly waked, and found himself almost sutfooatod. He sprang up 
in an instant, slipped on his breeches,, and, throwing open the door 
of ln» chamber, saw the •whole entry in a blaze. 

Heavens! what wore the emotions of his soul, when he beheld 
tlio volumes of flame and smoko rolling towards tiio door where 
his dear Emilia lay! Regardless of his own danger, ho darted 
himself through the thickest of the gloom, when knocking hard, 
and calling at the same time to the ladies, witli the most anxious 
entreaty to bo admitted, the door was opened by Emilia in her 
shift, who asked, with the utmost trepidation, what was the matter? 
Me made no reply, but snatching her up in liis arms, like another 
.lEiieas, bore her through the flames to a place of safety; where 
leaving her before she could recollect herself, or ])ronouncc one 
word, but “Alas ! my Cousin Sophy !lie flew back to the rescue of 
that young lallly, and found her alreaily delivcriid by Pipes, who 
having been alarmed by the smell of tire, bad got up, rushed 
immediately to the chamber wheie he knew these companions 
lodged, and (Emily being saved by her lover) brought off Miss 
Sophy with the loss of his own shock-head of hair, w’hich was 
singed off in kia retreat. 

By this* time the whole inii w-^as alarmed; every lodger, as well 
as servant, exerted himself, in order to stop the progress of iiia 
calamity: and there being a well-replenished horse-pond in -Ae 
yard, in loss than an hour the fire w’as totally extinguished, with¬ 
out having done any other damage th;m that of cpiisuining about 
two yards of the wo6dcu gallery. • 

All this ^imo our young gentleman closely attended his fair 
ch.arge, each of whom hfyjl swooned wit4i apprehension; but as* 
their constitutions were good, and their spirits not easily dissipated, 
when upon reflection they found themselves and the^ company 
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safo, and that the flames were happily quenched, the tumult of 
their fears Subsided, they put on their clothes, recovered their 
good humour, and began to rally each other on the trim in which 
they had been secured. Sophy observed that now Mr. Pickle had 
an indisputable claim to her cousin’s affection ; and therefore she 
ought to lay aside all aflected reserve fo^ the future, and frankly 
av(»w the sentiments of her lieart, Emily retorted the argument, 
j)iitting her in mind, that by the'same claim Mr. Pipes was entitled 
to the like return from her. Her friend admitted the force of the 


conclusion, provided slie could iu)t lind means of satisfying her 
deliverer in another sliape; and, turning to the valet, who hap¬ 
pened to be present, asked if Ins heart was noE oilier wise engaged ? 
Tom, W'ho did not e<*ncoive the meaning of the <iuestion, stood 
silent according to custom ; and tlic interrogiySioii being repeated, 
answered, wdth a gnn, “Heart-whole as a biscuit. I'll assure you, 
mistress."—“^Vhat I " said Emilia, “have you never been in love, 
Thomas —“Yes, for.sooth,” replied the valet without liesitation, 
“ sonittimes of a morning.'’ *’ 

Peregrine could not help laughing, and his mistress looked a 
little disconcerted at this blunt leijaiteo : wlnle Sojt'hy, sUpiung a 
purse into his h.md, told him tliere was something to purcliase a 
pei'iw'ig. Tom, liaving consulted liis master’s eyes, refused the 
present, saying, “ No, thank yc as much as if 1 did ; ’’ and though 
she insisted niy,)n liis putting it in liis jiocket, as a small testimony 
of lier gratitude, ho could not be prevailed upon tif-avail himself 
of her generosity ; but following her to the otlier end of the room, 
thrust it into her sleeve without ceremony, exclaiming, “I’ll be 

d-d to hell if I do.” Peregrine, having checked him for his 

boorish behaviour, sent him out of the room, and begged that Miss 
iSophy would not oudea\oui to debauch the morals of his servant, 
who, rough and uncultivate'l as he was, had sense enough to jier- 
ceive that ho had no lueteiision to any such acknowledgment. 
But she argued, with great vehemence, that she should never be 
able to make an acknowledgment adeipiato to the survico he had 
done her, and that she should never be perfectly easy in her own 
mind until she loinid some opportunity of manifestirig the .sense 
she had of the obligation; “1 do not jiretend,’’ said she, “to 
reward Mr, Pipc.s ; but 1 shall be absolutely unhappy, unless I am 
allowed to give him some token of my regard." ^ 

Peregrine, thus earnestly soliciteil, desired, that sinca* she was 
bent upon displaying her generosity, slie would not bestow upon 
him any jiecuniary gratifleation, but honour him with some trinket, 
as a mark t)f consideration ; because bo himself such a parti¬ 


cular value for the fellow, on account of his attachment andfldeliby, 
that he .should Be sorry to see him treated on the footing of a com¬ 
mon mereenai-y domestic. There was not one jewel in the posscs- 
tsion of this grateful youpg lady, that she would not'have gladly 
given as a recoinjiensc, or badge of distinction, to her rescuer; but 
his maste'r pitched upon a seal ring of no great value that hung at 
her watch, and Pipes, being called in, had permission to accept 
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that testimony of Miss Sophy’s favour. Tom received it accord¬ 
ingly witli sundry scrapes; and, having kissed it with*great devo¬ 
tion, put it on his little finger, and strutted off, extremely proud of 
his acquisition. 

Emilia, with a most enchanting sweetness of aspect, told her 
lover that ho had instructgd her how to behave tow’ards him ; and, 
taking a diamond ring from her finger, desired he would wear it 
for her sake. He received the badgTj as became him, and presented 
another in exchange, which she at first refused, alleging that it 
would destroy the intent of her acknowledgment; but Peregrine 
'assured her he had acceptcil her jewel, not as a proof of her grati¬ 
tude, but as the mark of her love ; and that if she refused a mutual 
token, he should look upon himself as the ob ject of he;* disdain. 
Her eyes kindled, and her cheeks flowed v.iHi resentment at this 
imjmdont intimation, which she oonsKlered as an unseasonable 
insult; and the young gentleman, perceiving her emotion, stood 
corrected for hi.s temerity, and asked pardon for the liberty of his 
roinoustraftcc, which ho hoped she wnuhl ascribe to tlio i>reviticuco 
of that principle alone, which he had always taken pride in avowing. 

Soi>hy, Booiin; him disconcerted, interposed in his behalf, and 
chid her cousin for having jiractiscd .such unnecessary affectation ; 
upon which, Emilia, softened into compliance, held out her finger 
as a signal of her condescension. I’oregrinu put on the ring w’lth 
great eagerness, and mumbled her soft white hand dn an ecstasy 
which would not allow' him to confine his embraces to that ymb, 
but urged him to seize her by the w'aist, and snatch a delicious 
kiss from licr love-pouting lips ; nor w'oiiM he leave her a butt to 
the ridicule of Sojiliy, on whose mouth he instantly committed a 
rape of tlie same nature ; so that the tw’o friends, countenanced by 
each other, reprehended him with such gentleness of rebuke, that 
he w'as almost tempted to repeat the offence. 

The morning being now lighted up, and the servants of the inn 
on foot, he ordered some chocolate for breakfast ; and, at the desire 
of the ladies, •eiib Pipes to see the horses fed,- and the chariot 
jirepared, while ho w^ont to the bar, and discharged the bill. 

These measures Ijfiing taken, they set out about five o'clock, and 
having refreshed theinBolves and tlieir cattle at another inn on the 
road, proceeded in the afternoon. Without meeting with any 
other accident^ they safely arrived at the place of their destination, 
where Mra (fauiitlot expressed her joy at seeing her old friend 
Mr. Pickle, whom, however, she kindly reproached for the long 
discontinuance of his regard. Without explaining the cause of 
that interruption',,he protested that his love and esteem had never 
boon discontinued, and that for the fuinro ho should omit no occa¬ 
sion of testifying hotv much he had her frioiidsliijT at heart. She 
then made him acquainted wdth her son, w'ho at that time was in 
the house, being excused from his duty by furlough. 

This young man, whose ^arae was Godfrey, was about the age 
of twenty, of a middling size, vigorous make, reinarkalJly w'ell- 
shaped, and the scars of the smalbpox, of which ho bdte a good 
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number, added a peculiar manliness to the air of hi 3 countenance. 
His capacity avhs good, and his disposition naturally frank and. 
easy ; but lie had been a soldier from his infancy, and his education 
was altogether in tlio military style. He looked upon taste and 
letters as mere pedantry, beneath the consideration of a gentleman; 
and every civil station of life as moan, when compared with the 
profession of arms. He had made great progress in the gymmistic 
sciences of dancing, fencing, and riding; pla 3 ’ed perfectly well on 
the German flute ; and, above all things, valued himself upon Ik 
scrupulous observance of all the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he considered tliemsclves upon equal footing,* 
in all probability they would have immed-ately entered into a 
league of intimacy and friendship : but this sutliciont soldier 
looked upon his sister’s admirer as a j’oung student raw from the 
university, and utterly ignorant of mankindwhile Squire Picklo 
beheld Godfrey in the light of a needy volunteer, greatly inferior 
to himself in fortune, as well as every other accomplishment. This 
mutual misunderstanding could not fail of producing apimosities. 
The very next day after Peregrine’s arrival, some shaiq> repartees 
passed between them in presence (»f the ladies, before whom each 
endeavoured to assert liis own superiority. In thtse contests our 
hero never failed of obtaining the victory, because his genius was 
more acute, and his talents better cultivated than those of his 
antagonist, wlio therefore took umbrage at his success, became 
jealous of hitf repuUtion, and began to treat hiin^ with marks of 
scorn and disrespect. 

His sister saw, and, dreading the consequence of his ferocity, not 
only took him to task in private for his impolite behavioui’, but 
also entreated her lover to make allowances for the roughness of 
her brother's cducatum. He kindly assured her, that wliatever 
pains it might cost him to vanquish his own impetuous temper, he 
would, for her sake, endure all the mortifications to which her 
brother’s arrogance might expose him; and, after having stayed 
with her two days, and enjoyed several private interviews, during 
which he acted the part of a most passionate lovBr, ho took his 
leave of Mrs. Gauntlet overnight, and told the young ladies ho 
would call early next morning to bid them faFewell. He did not 
neglect this piece of duty, and found the two friends and break-* 
fast already prepared in the pai'lour. All three being extremely 
affecterl with the thoughts of parting, a most pathetic silence for 
some time prevailed, till Peregrine put an end to it by* lamenting 
his fato, in being obliged to exile himself so long from the dear 
object of bis most interesting wish. He begged, with the most 
earnest supplications, that she would now, in ccPhsidcration of the 
cruel absence .he must suffer, give him the qonsolation which she 
had hitherto refused; namely, that of knowing he possessed a 
place within her heart. The confidant seconded. his request^ 
representing that it wa& now no time Jbo disguise her sentiment) 
when her lover was about to leave the kingdom, and might bc in 
danger of; contracting other connections, unless he was confimPted 
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in his constancy, by knowing how far ho could depend upon her 
love; and, in short, she was plied with such irresistib^ importu¬ 
nities, that sho answered, in the utmost confusion, ‘^Though I 
have avoided literal acknowledgments, methinks the circumstances 
of my l>ehavioui‘ might lyivo convinced Mr. Pickle that I do not 
regard him as a common acquaintance.”—“My charming Emily !” 
cried the impatient lover, Ijn-owing himself at her feet, “why will 
you deal out my happiness in such scanty portion ? Why will 
you thus mince tho declaration winch would overwhelm me with 
pleasure, and cheer my lonely reflection, while I sigh amid tho 
solitude of separation?” His fair mistress, melted by this 
image, I’eplied, with thp tears gushing from her eyes, “ I’m afraid 
I shall feel that separation moni severely than you imagine.” 
Transported at this flattering confession, he pressed licr to hie breast, 
and while her head reclined upon his neck, mingled his tears with 
hers in great abundance, breathing the most tender vows of eternal 
fidelity. The gentle heart of Sopliy could nf>t hear this scene 
unmoved : she wept with sympathy, and encouraged the lovei^ to 
resign thenflielves to tho will of fate, and support their spirits with 
tho hope of meeting again on hapjjier terms. Finally, after mutual 
promises, oxhurtatious, and endearments. Peregrine took his leave, 
his heart being so full that ho could scarce ]>ronoimce tlie word 
Adieu 1 and, nioiinting his horse at tho door, set out with Pipes for 
tho garrison. 


Cu.vP. XXVIJI.—IVregrine is overtaken by Mr. Oauntlct, wiili whom he fights a Duel, 
and conIracts an intimate Fricncl!'liip—He anlvcs at tlse Gnnison, and finds his Mother 
as implacable as ever—lie is insulted by his Brother Uam, whoso Preceptor he disciplines 
with a Uorsewhip. 

In order to e.xpel tho melancholy images that took possession of 
his fancy, at jiartiug from his mistress, he called in tlie flattering 
ideas of those pleasures lie expected to enjoy in France ; and before 
he had rode tdli miles, his imagination was ctiectually amused. 
While ho thus prosecuted his travels by anticipation, and indulged 
himself in all the inselcnce of hope, at the turning of a lane he was 
all of a sudden overtaken by Emilia’s brother on horseback, who 
told him he was riding the same way, and should be glad of his 
company. Thiik young gentleman, whether prnmjpted by personal 
pique, or actuated with zeal for tJie honour ms family, had 
follow'ed our hero, with a view of obliging him tc^icplain the nature 
of his attachment tp his sister. 

Peregrine roturnsd his compliment with such disdainful civility 
as gave him room to believe that ho suspected his .errand ; and 
therefore, without furflier preamble, ho declared his business in 
these words : “,Mr. Pickle, you have carried on a correspondence 
with xny sister for sonio tinu^ and I should* bo glad to know the 
nature of it.” To this question our lover replied, “Sir, I should 
be glad to know what title you have to demand that satisf^tion ? '* 
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—“ Sir,” answered tlic other, “I demand it in tlfb capacity of a 
brother, jehlous of his own honour, as well as of his sister’s repu¬ 
tation ; and if your intenthjiis are honourable, you will not refuse 
it.”—“Sir,” said Peregrine, “I am not at present disposed to 
appeal to your opinion for the rcctiludtf of my intentions ; and I 
think you assume a little loo much importance, in pretending to 
judge my conduct.”—“Sir,” rcjilied tHc soldier, “1 pretend to 
judge the conduct of every m4.n wlio interferes with my concerns, 
and even to chastise him, if 1 lliink he acts amiss.”—“Chastise !” 
cried the youth, w'ith indignation in his looks, “sure you dare not 
apply that term to me'^”—“You arc mistalvcn,” said (h)dfroy ; “’I 
dare do anytliing that becomes the cliaracfcer of a gentleman,”— 
“ Geutlciimn, (iod wot ’ ” replied tlie other, looking contemptuously 
at liis equipage, which was none of the mostj superb, “a vi ry pretty 
gentleman, truly ! ” 

Tlie soldier’s wrath was intlamcd by this ironical repetition, the 
contempt of wliich his conscious poverty made liim feel ; and ho 
called bis antagonist prcsum]>tiious bo)’, iirsolciit nirstait, with 
other epithets, which Perry ri-torted with great bitterness. A 
formal challcngo having j)ashed betw'ccu them, tlmy alighted at. 
the first inn, and walked into the next lield, in order to decide 
their quarrel by tlie sword. Having jiitclied upon the .sjiot, helped 
to pull oIT each other’s bools, and laid aside tlieir coals and waist¬ 
coats, Mr. C^auntlot told liis opponent, tliat lie him.self was looked 
upon ill the army as an exjiert .swordsman, and tlut if ]VIr, Picklo 
had not made that seioiico his particular studj^ they should be 
upon a more eipial footing in using jiistol.s. Peregrine was too 
much incensed to thank him fov Ids iilain dealing, and loo con- 
tident of his own .skill to roJasli the other’s proposal, which lie 
accordingly rejected ; then, drawing Ids sword, he observed, that 
were ho to treat Mr. Gauntlet according to Ins dc.soits, lie would 
order his man to punisli his audacity with a horsewhip. Exas¬ 
perated at this expression, which he eonsidcred as an indelible 
aftrout, ho made no rei>ly, but attacked Ids adve 4 ,‘.sary with equal 
ferocity and .iddrcss. The youlli parried his lirst and second thrust, 
but received the third in the out.siuo of his sword-arm. Tliough 
the wound was superficial, he was transporteiLwitli rage at sight, of 
his own blood, and returned tlie assault wdtli such fury and preci¬ 
pitation, that Gauntlet, loath to take advantage of Ids unguarded 
heat, stood upon the defensive. In the second loubge. Peregrine’s 
weapon entering a kind of network in the shell of Godfrey’s sword, 
the blade snapped in twm, and left idm at the mercy of the soldier, 
who, far from making an insolent use of the victory he had gained, 
put. up his Toledo witli great deliberation, like a man who had boon 
used to that lif&id of rencounters, and observed that such a blade as 
Peregrine’s was not to bo trusted with a man’s life : then advising 
the owner to treat a gentleman in distress with nn^re respect for 
the future, ho slijiped on his boots,* and with sullen dignity of 
doineahour stalked ^ck to the inn. 

Thoujy^ii Pickle was eJitremely mortified at his miscarriage in thi& 
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adventure, he A^as also struck with the behaviour of his antagonist, 
which aifected him the more, as he understood that Got^Jrey’s fierlc 
had proceeded from the jealous sensibility of a gentleman declined 
into the vale of misfortune. Gauntlet’s valour and moderation 
induced him to put a fav§urable construction on all those circum¬ 
stances of that young srddior’s conduct, which before had given him 
disgust. ThfMigh in any •thor case ho Avould liavc industriously 
avoided the least ap]»e:iriince of submission, he followed liia con¬ 
queror to tlie inn, with a view of Phiuiking him for his generous 
forbearance, and of soliciting his fneiidslnj) and correspondence. 

Godfrey had liis font in tlio stivnip to monui, when Peregrine, 
coming up to him, desired ho would defer his departure for a 
quarter of an houi', and favour him with a little private conver¬ 
sation. Tlie soldier, wlio mistook the meaning of the ■ rcrpiest, 
inimediatcily quitted lift horse, and fnlb'wcd I’icklo into a chamber, 
wbcio he expected to lind a brace ol pistols loaded on the table : 
but ho Avas very agreeably deceived, Avlien nur boro, in the most 
respectful terms, :iekiioAvlcdged bis imble deportment in the field, 
owned that till thou he had misunderstood his cbavactor, and 
bogged that bo would honour him with bis intimacy and corre¬ 
spondence. • 

(Jauntlel, who bad seen undoubted proofs of Peregrine’s courage, 
AA’hieb had eousiderably raised him in lus esteem, and had souse 
enough to [lorceive that this concession was not owing to any 
sordid or sinistm’ nn>tive, embraced his oiler Avitli de'Aionstrations 
of infinite satismetion. Wlicii he understood the terms on Avhich 
Mr. Pickle wms with his sister, ho [n’otfered Ins service in his turn, 
oitlior as agent, mediator, or confidant: nay, to give this new friend 
a convincing jircyof of his sincerity, ho disclosed to him a passion 
which he had for some time entertained for his cousin Miss Sophy, 
though he dmsb not reveal his sentiments to her father, Jest he 
should bo olf'erided at his presumption, and AvithdraAV his protection 
from the family. 

Peregrine’s generous heart Avas wrung Avith anguish, Avhen ho 
understood tha? this young gentleman, who was the only son of a 
distinguished ofiicor, had carried arms for tho space of live years, 
without being abJo obtain a subaltern’s commission, though ho 
alw'aya had behaved Avith remarkable regularity and sjurit, and 
acquired the friendship and esteem of all the ofiicers under Avhom 
ho had seiwed.* IFo wiuild, at that time, AA'ith the utmost pleasure, 
have shared his finances with him ; but as ho Avould not run tho 
risk of offending tho y<ning soldier’s delicacy of honour by a pre¬ 
mature exertion ^ his liber,ality, lie resolved to insinuate himself 
into an intimacy with him, before ho would venture to take such 
freedoms ; and with that view pressed Mr. Gauntlo|i*to accompany 
him to the gan’ison, whore he did not doubt of having influence 
enough to make him a welcome guest. Godfrey thanked him very 
courteously for his invitatioji, which ho said ho could not imme¬ 
diately accept; but promised, if he would favour him with e, letter, 
and fix tho time at which he proposed to set out for Fyance, ho 
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would endeavour to visit him at the commodore’s’habitation, and 
from thonCo give him a convoy to Dover. This new treaty being 
settled, and a dossil of lint, with a snip of plaster, applied to our 
adventurer’s wound, he parted from the brotlier of his dear Emilia, 
to whom .and his friend Sophy ho sent* his kindest wishes; and 
having lodged one night upon the roa^d, arrived next day in the 
afternoon at the garrison, where he found all hia friends in good 
health and overjoyed at his return. 

The commodore, who was by this tinio turned of seventy, and 
altogether crippled by the gout, seldom went abroad; and as his 
conversation was not very onLertiiining, had but little company 
within doors ; so that his sj)irit8 must have quite stagnated, had 
not they been kept in motion by the conversation of Hatchway, and 
received at diiSbrent times a wholesome fillup from the discipline of 
his spouse, who, by the force of pride, religion, and Cognac, had 
erected a most terrible tyranny in the house. There was such a 
quick cu’culation of domestics in the family, that every suit of 
livery had been worn by ligures of all dimensions. TrrJPhnion him¬ 
self had long before this time yielded to the torrent of her aibitmry 
sway, though not without divers obstinate elforts* to maintain his 
liberty; and now, that ho was disabled by his infirmities, when he 
used to liear his empress singing the loud Orthyan song among the 
servants below, ho would often in whi8])ors communicate to the 
lieutenant l^nts of wliat ho would do if so be as how he w'as not 
deprived of the use of liis precious limbs. Ilatchf^ay was the only 
person whom the temper of Mrs. Trunnion respected, either because 
she dreaded his ridicule, or looked upon his person wdth eyes of 
affection. This being the situation of things in the garrison, it is 
not to be doubted that the old gentleman highly enjoyed the 
presence of Peregrine, who found means to ingratiate himself so 
effectually with his aunt, that while he remained at home, she seemed 
to have exchanged the disposition of a tigress for that of a gentle 
kid ; but ho found his own mother as implacable, and liis father as 
much hen-pecked, as ever. t 

Gamaliel, who now very seldom enjoyed the conversation of his 
old friend the commodore, had some time ygo entered into an 
amicable society, consisting of the barber, apothecary, attorney, and 
exciseman of the parish, among whom lie used to &[)cnd the evening 
at Tunley's, and listen to their disputes upon philosophy and politics 
with great comfcjrt and edification, wdiilc his sovereign lady domi¬ 
neered at home as usual, visited with great pomp in me neighbour¬ 
hood, and employed her chief care in the education of her darling 
son Gam, who was now in the fifteenth year his ago, and sb 
remarkable for his perverse disiwsition, that, in spite of his mother’s 
influence nndWthority, ho was not only hated, but also despised, 
both at home and abroad. She had put him under the tuition of 
the curate, who lived i» the family, and was obliged'to attend, him 
in all his exercises and excursions. Ttiis governor was a low-brieid 
fellow, Vho had neither experience nor ingenuity, but jposses^d, * 
targe funtt of adulation and servile complaisance, by which he hod 



INSULTED BY HIS BROTHER. 


127 


g ained the good graces of Mrs. Pickle, and presided over all her 
eliberationa in the same manner as Ms superior managed those of 
Mrs. Trunnion. 

Ho bad one day rode out to tako the air with his pupil, who, as I 
have already observed, ^fas odious to the poor people, for having 
killed their dogs and broken their inclosures, and, on account of his 
hutnp, distinguished by the title of My Lord, when in a narrow lane 
they chanced to meet Peregrine on •horseback. The young squire 
no sooner perceived his elder brother, for whom he had been 
instructed to entertain the most inveterate grudge, than he resolved 
to insult him cit and actually rode ag}iin.st him full gallop. 

Our hero, guessing hiS aim, fixed himself in his stirrups, ana by a 
dexterous management of the reins avoided the sliock in rfuch a 
manner as tliat their ^egs only should encounior ; by which means 
my lord was tilted out of his saddle, and in a twinkling laid sprawling 
in the dirt. The governor, enraged at the disgrace of his charge, 
advanced with great insolence and fury, and struck at Peregrine 
with his u^iip. Nothing could bo more agreeable to our 
gentleman than this assault, which furnished him with an oj)por- 
tunity of chastii^ng an officious wretch, whoso petulance and malice 
he had longed to punish. He therefore, spurring up his horse 
towards his anbigonist, overthrew him in llie middle of a hedge. 
Before ho had time to recollect himself from the confusion of the 
fall, Pickle alighted in a trice, and exercised his horseWs^ip witli such 
agility about tiny curate’s face and cars, that he was fain to prostrate 
himself before his enraged conqueror, and implore his forbearance 
in the most abject terms. While Peregrine was thus employed, his 
brother Gam had made shift to rise and al tack him in the roar ; for 
which reason, when the tutor was quelled, the victor faced about, 
snatched the weapon out of his hand, and having broken it to pieces, 
remounted his horse and rode ofi‘, ivitliout deigning to honour him 
with any otlier notice. 

The condition in which they returned produced infinite clamour 
against theconqjieror, who was represented as a ruflianwho had lain 
in. ambush to make away with his brothei’, in wdiose defence the 
curate was said to luive received those cruel stripes that hindered 
him from appearing tor throe whole w^ceks in the i^erformance of bis 
duty at church. Oomplainte wore made to the commodore, who, 
having inquired into the circumstances of the alfair, approvctl of 
what his nepheV had done, adding, with many oaths, that provided 
Peregrine had been out of the scrape, he wished Crook-back had 
brpkeii his neck in the fall. 


'. Caip. XXIX.*—He projects a plan of BevcDge, which Is executed aSalnst the Curate. 

pun hero, exasperated at the villany of the curate, in the treacher¬ 
ous misrepresentation he had made of this rencounter, determined 
to practise upon him a method of revenge, which should be nbt only 
olfoctual, bur also unattended with any bad consequence teshimseu. 

t 
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For this i)urpc)so he and Hatchway, to wliom he imparted his plan, 
went to thy ale-house one evening, and called for a‘n empty room, 
knowing there was no other but that which they had chosen for 
the scone of action. This apartment was a sort of a parlour that 
fronted the kitchen, with a window tf)wayl8 the 3 Mrd, where, after 
they had sat some time, the lieutenant found means to amuse the 
landlord in discourse, while Peregrine, s^'iiidng out into the j'ard, 
by the talent of minnckiy, which he possessed in a suri)nsnig 
degree, counterfeited a dialogifo betw'een tlio curate and Tunley’s 
wife. This reaching the eiirs of the puhhcan, for wdiose hearing 
it was calculated, inflamed his iifiturally jealous disposition to sucli 
a degree, tliat he could not conceal Ins ^motion, but made a 
hundred efforts to ijuit the room ; while the lieulenant, smoking 
his pipe w'lth great gravity^, as if he iieillier heard wdiat passed nor 
took notice of the l;iii(llord’s disorder, doU^iied him on the spot 
by a succession «)f (pieslions, whicli he could not refuse to answer; 
though lie stood .sweating with agony all the time, .stretching hia 
neck every instant towaids the window' through wdiich tlie voices 
W'ere couvcj’ed, scratching Ins head, and exlnliiting siftidiy other 
symptoms of impatience ami agitation. At length tlie supposed 
conversation came to such a jiitch of ainoroLVi complaisance, 
that the luisbaiul, (|uite frantic with hia imaginary disgiace, 
rushed out at the door, crying, “ (’oming, sir;” hut as ho was 
obliged to make a circuit round oiie-half of the house, Pere¬ 
grine had g'jt in by’ the window' before Tunlc,y arrived in the 
yard. *■ 

According to the feigned intelligence he had received, he ran 
directly to the barn, in exjieclatioii of making some very extra¬ 
ordinary'^ discovery'; and having omiiloy'cd some ininuto.s in rummaging 
the straw to no jniriiose, returned in a .state of di.straction to the 
kitchen, just as lii.^ wife chanced to enter at the other door. The 
circumstance of her a])pearaneo continnod him in the opinion tliat 
the deed w’as done. As the disease of being hen-pcckcd was 
epidemic in the parish, he durst lu't oxjiress the least hint of his 
uneasiness to her, but resolved to take vengeance cn the libidinous 
priest, who he imagined had corrupted the chastity of his spouse. 

The two confederate.^, in order to ho ccrtitl(;i^l that their scheme 
had taken effect, as well as to blow up the flauio which they had 
kindled, (Milled for Tunley, in whoso countenance they could easily 
discern liis confusion. Peregrine, desiring him to,, sit down and 
drink a glass w'ith them, began to interrogate him about his family, 
and, among other tilings, asked him how long he had been married 
to tliat handsome wife. This question, which was jiut with an arch 
significance of look, alarmed the publican, wlia/began to fear that 
Pickle had overheard his dishonour ; and this suspicion was not at 
all removed W’ben the lieutenant, with a sly regard, pronounced, 
“ Tunley, w'an’t you noosed by the curate ?"—“ Yes, I was,” replied 
the landlord, with an eageinoss and perplexity of tone, as if lio 
thoiigl\t the lieutenant knew that thereby hung a tale : and Hatch¬ 
way Bupjiorted this suspicion by answering, “Nay, as for that 
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matter, the curate may l)c a very suflicieiit man in his way.” Tliis 
transition from liis wife to the curate convinced him tlllit liis shame 
was known to his guests ; and, in the transport of his indignation, 
he pronounced, with groat emphasis, A sufficient man ! Odds 
heart! 3 believe they iiiro all wolves in sheoii’a clothing ! I wish 
to God I could see the day, master, when there shall not be a 
priest, ail exciseman, <jr*a custom-house officer in the kingdom. 

As for that fellow of a curate, if, I do catcli him- It don’t 

signify balking-But, by the Lord I-Gentlemen, my service 

to you.” 

The associates being satisfied, by these abrupt insinuations, that 
they had so far succeeded in their aim, waited with impatience two 
or tlivce days in expectation of hearing that 'J'unley had fallen upon 
some method of beiim revenged for this imaginary wrong ; but 
linding that either hif invention was .jliallow, or his inclination 
too languid to gratify their desire of liis own accord, they determined 
to bring the aliair to such a crisis, tliai liii should not be able to 
withstand ^he opportunity of executing Ins vengeance. With this 
view, they one evening luretl a boy to run t<i Mr. Pickle’s house, 
and toll the eurato that Mrs. Tuiiley being taken suddenly ill, her 
husband dosirefl ho would come iimnediatel} and pray with her. 
Meanwhile they had taken jiossession of a room in the house ; and, 
Hatchway engaging the landlord in conversation, Peregrine, in his 
return from the yard, observed, as if by accident, that the parson 
was gone into *.ho kitchen, in order, as he supposed, to cateehi.se 
Tmiley’s wife. * 

The publican slartod at this intelligence, and, under pretence of 
serving aiiotlior company in the next room, wont out to the barn, 
where, arming himself with a Hail, he repaired to a lane tliroiigli 
which the curate was under a necessity of ]ia.s.sing in his way home. 
There he lay in ambush, with fell intent; and when the supposed 
author of his shame arrived, greeted him in the dark wdth sucli a 
salutation, as forced him to stagger backwaid three paces at least. 
If the second ajiplication had taken cfFect, in all probability that si»ot 
would have bi^efi the boundary of the parson’s mortal peregrination; 
but, luckily for him, his antagonist was not expert in the manage¬ 
ment of his weapon,"which, by a twist of the thong that connected 
the legs, instead of pitching upon the head of the astonished curate, 
descended in an oblique direction on his own pate, with such a 
swing, that tlft skull actually rang like an apothecary’s mortar, 
and ten thousand lights Hecined to ilance before his eyes. The 
curate recollecting himself during the respite ho obtained from this 
accident, and beli/;ving his aggressor to be some thief who lurked 
in that place for p^'-y, I’esolved to make a running fight, until lie 
should arrive within cry of his habitation. With«4his design ho 
raised up his cudgel for the defence of his head, and, betaking 
himself to his* heels, began to roar for help with the lungs of a 
Stentor. Tunley, throwing* away the flail, which ho durst no 
longer trust with the execution of his revenge, purauSd tho 
fugitive with all the speed ho could exert *, and the othtr, either 
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umwji'ved by fear, or stumbling over a stone, was overtaken before 
he had run^a hundred paces. He no sooner felt the wind of the 
publican’s fist that whistled round his eai-s, than he fell flat upon 
the earth at full length, and the cudgel flew from his unclasping 
hand; when Tunlcy, springing like a tiger on his back, rained 
such a shower of blows upoji his carcass, that he imagined himself 
under the discipline of ten pair of fists a(:j least; yet the imaginary 
cuckold, not satisfied with annoying the priest in this manner, 
laid hold on one of his ears with his teeth, and bit so unmercifully, 
that the curate was found almost entranced with pain by two 
labourer, at wdioso approach the assailant retreated unporceived. 

The lieutenant had posted himself at the window, in order to see 
the landlord at his first return : and no sooner perceived him enter 
the j'ard, than he called him into the apartment, impatient to 
learn the cflects of their stratagem. Tunlcy*obeyed the summons, 
and appeared before his guests in all the violence of rivge, disorder, 
and fatigue : his nostrils w'ere dilated more tlian one-half beyond 
their natural capacity, lii.s eyes rolled, his teeth chattered, he 
snored in breathing as if ho had been opj)rcssed by the night¬ 
mare, and streams of sw'oat flowed down each side of his forehead. 

Peregrine, affecting to start at tlie approach of such an uncouth 
figure, asked if ho had been wrestling with a .spirit; uptm which 
lie answ'ered, with great vehemence, “ Sjurit ! No, no, master, I 
have bad a roll and tumble w'ith the flesh. A dog ! I’ll teach him 
to come a caterwauling about my dotu’S.” C4iie«sing, from this 
reply, that his aim was accomplished, and curious to knoAV the 

J iarticulars of the rencounter, “Well, then,” said the youth, “I 
lope you have prevailed against the flesh, Tunlcy.”—“Yes, yes,” 
answered the publican, 1 have cooled his cajiisscns, us the saying 
is : I have played such a tune about his ears, that I’ll bo bound ho 
shan’t long for music this month. A goatish ram-faced rascal! 
Why, he’s a perfect parish bull, as 1 hope to live.” 

Hatchw'ay, observing that he seemed to have made a stout battle, 
desired he would sit down and recover wdiul; and after he had 
swallow'ed a brace of bumpers, his vanity prompted him to expa¬ 
tiate upon his own exploit in such a manner, that the confederates, 
without seeming to know the curate was his antagonist, became 
acquainted with every circumstance of the ambuscade. 


Tunley had scarce got the better oi bis agit.ation, when his wife, 
entering the room, told them, by way of news, th^o some waggish 
body liad sent Mr. Sackbut the curate to pray with her. 'This 
name inflamed the husband’s choler anew; and, forgetting all his 
complaisance for his spouse, he replied with a rancorous grin, 
“Add rabbit him! I doubt not but you foufld his admonition^ 
deadly comfortable ! ” The landlady, looking at her vassal with 
a sovereign aspect, “What crotchets,” said she, “have you got in 
your fool’s hc^, I trow ? 1 know no business you have to ait h0Vs> 
like a gentleman with your arms akimbo, when there’s another com- 
^ny hi the house to be served. ” The submissive husband took tho. 
flint, and without further expostulation sneaked out of the roonii - 
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Next day it was reported that Mr. Sackbut had been waylaid 
and almost murdered by robbers, and an advertisemeflt was pasted 
upon the church-door, offering a reward to any person tliat should 
discover the assassin; but he reaped no satisfaction from this expe¬ 
dient, and wan confined to his chamber u whole fortnight, by the 
bruises he had received. 

t 


Chap. XXX.—Mr. Sackbut and Ins Pupil conspire against Peregrinp, who. being apprised 
of their Design by bis Sister, takes incasurt's for counterworking tbciv Scheme, which 
is executed by mistake ^pon Mr. Oauntlct—This yoiiiig Stililicr meets wiih a cordial 
reception from the Cotniiiodoie, wlio generously decoys luin into lits own interest. 

When ho considered the circumstances of the ambuscade, 4io could 
not persuade himseif that he liad been assaulted by a cuminun 
thief, because it was not to bo supposed that a robber would have 
amused himself in pommelling rather than in rifling his prey ; ho 
therefore ^ascribed his iui.slortuno to the secret enmity of so’r*e per¬ 
son who had a design uiioii his life ; and, upon mature deliberation, 
fixed his suspicion upon Peregrine, who was the only man on earth 
from whom h# thought he dc.scrved such tieatmcnt. He connnu- 
nictttcd his conjecture to his ])upil, who readily adopted his opinion, 
and advised him strenuously to revenge the wrong by a like con¬ 
trivance, without seeking to make a navrow'cr iimuiry, lost his 
enemy should l^e thex'eby jiut upon his guard. 

Thus proposal being relislnul, tliey in concert revolved the ITieaps 
of retorting the ambush with interest, and actually laid such a 
villanous plan for attacking <tur hero in the dark, that, h.ad it Ixecn 
executed according to their intention, the young gentleman's 
scheme of travelling would have been effect ually marred. lint 
their machinations were overlieard by Miss Pickle, who was now 
in the sevcuteeutli year of her age, and, in spite of the prejudice 
of education, entertained in secret a most sisterly atl'ection for her 
brother Perry, though she had never spoken to him, and was 
deten'ed by tTle precepts, vigilance, and menaces of her mother, 
from attempting any means of incetiug him in private. jSho was 
not, however, insensible to his praise, wdiicU was loudly sounded 
forth in the neighbourhood ; and never failed of going to church, 
imd every other place, where she thought she might have an ojipor- 
tunity of seeitig this amiable brother. With these soutimenta it 
cannot be supposed that she would hear the conspiracy without 
emotion. She was shocked at the treacherous barbarity of Gam, 
and shuddered at the prospect of tho danger to which Peregrine 
would be exposeef from their malice. She durst not communicate 
this plot to her mother, because she was afraid tjiat lady's unac¬ 
countable aversion for her first-born w'ould hinder her from inter¬ 
posing in his. behalf, and consequently render her a sort of accom¬ 
plice in the guilt of his assitssins. She therefore resolved to warn 
Peregrine of tho conspiracy, an account of which she transmitted 
to him in an affectionate letter, by means of a young gentleman in 
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that neighbourhood, who made his addresses to her .at that time, 
and who, at 'iier request, offered his service to our hero, in defeat¬ 
ing the projects of his adversaries. 

Peregrine Avas startled wlion he road the particulars of their 
scheme, which was no other than an intcietion to sally Aipon him 
when he should bo altogether unprovided iiguinst such an attack, 
cut off'his cans, and otlierwise mutilate liiih in such a manner that 
ho should have nj cause to be vain of his person for the future. 
Incensed as lie was against Ihe brutal disposition of his own father’s 
son, he eould not help being moved at the integrily and tenderness 
of his sj.stcr, of whose inclinations towards him he had been hitherto 
kej)t in ignorance. JHe thanked the genlleman for his honourable 
dealing, and expressed a desire of being better acipiainted with 
his virtues ; told him that uoav ho was cautioned, he hoped there 
Avould be no necessity for giving him any further trouble, and wrote 
by him a letter of acknowledgment to his sister, for whom ho 
expressed the utmo.st love and regard, be.seocliing her to favour 
him with an interview'before his departure, that he might indulge 
his fraternal fondness, and be blesseil Avith ihe company and 
countenance of one at least belonging to his own family. 

Having imparted this discovery to his friend Ifatulivvay, they 
came to a resolution of countexamning the plan of tlieir enemies. 
As they did not choose to expose themselves to tlie insinuations of 
slander, Avhicb would have exerted itself at their expense, had 
they^ even hi defending thcniseb'cs, enqdoj'^ed anf’ harsh means 
of retaliation, tliey invented a method of fiisa])poinling and dis¬ 
gracing their foes, and immediately set Pipes at work to forward 
the prejiaratioms. 

Miss Pickle having ^Joscl•ibod the spot Avhich the as.sassins had 
pitched upon for the scene of theii vengeance, our triumvirate in¬ 
tended to have placed a sentinel among the corn, Avho .should come 
and give them intclligcnee vvlicn the ambu.scade Avas laid ; and, in 
consefjuenco of that information, they A\ould steal sfiftly toAvards 
the place, attended by three or four of the domestics, and draw a 
large net over the conspirators, who, being entangled in the toil, 
should bo disanucrl, fctteied, heartily scourged, and suspended 
betwx'en two tretis in tht^ snaro, as a spectacle to all jiassengers that 
should chance to travel that AA’.iy. 

TJio plan being thus digested, ami the commodore made acquainted 
with the whole atFair, the s])y Avas sent upon duty, and everybody 
AA'ithin doors prepared to go forth u]>on the first notice. One whole 
evening diil they spend in I be most impatient expectation, but on 
the second the scout crept into the garn.son, and ^aured them that 
ho had perceived three men skulking behind the fiedgo, on the rqad 
that led to the* public-house from Avliich Peregrine and the lieu¬ 
tenant used every night to return ab<>ut that hour. Ujion this 
intelligence the confederates set out immediately With all their 
implements. Approaching the scene Avith as little noise as possible, 
they h««rd the sound of blows; and, though the night was dark, 
perceived*^ a sort of tumultuous conflict on the veiy spot which th^ 
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conspirators Had ixkssessed. Surprised at this occurrence, the meaning 
of which he could not comprehend, Peregrine ordered his myrniidons 
to halt and reconnoitre ; and immediately his ears were saluted with 
an exclamation of “ Yoi^ shan't 'scape me, rascal.” The voice being 
quite familiar to him, he all at t)nco divined the cause of tliat con¬ 
fusion which they had ollscrved ; iiud running up to the'assistance 
of the cxclaimer, found a fellow on his Iviices begging his life of Mr. 
Gauntlet, who stood over him with*a nalicd hanger in his hand. 

Pickle instantly made himself known tt) his friend, wlio told 
him, that having left his lioise at Tunley’s, ho was, in his way to 
the garrison, set nyum by throe rufliana, one of whom, being the 
very individual person now in his power, had come behind liim, and 
.struck with a bludgeon at his head, which, however, lie missed, 
and the iuHtrumeut*dostended on liis left shoulder ; that', upon 
drawing his hanger, and laying about liim in the dark, the other two 
fled, leaving their compamou, whom he had disabled, in the lurch. 

Pcrogiiuo congratulated him upon his safety, and ^laving 
ordered Pi])os to secure the prisoner, conducted Mr. Gauntlet to 
the garrison, whcri^ ho met with a very hearty ri'ception from 
the eonimodo»e, to whom ho was intioduced as his nephew’s 
intimate friend not but tliat, in all likelihood, he would have 
abated somewhat of his hospitality had ho known that ho was tlio 
brother of Perry’s mistress ; but lici- name the old gentleman liad 
never t hought of asking, when ho inquired into the particulars of 
liis godson’s aniour. • 

The captive being examined, in presence ctf Trunnion and all his 
adherents, touching the ambuscade, owned that being in the service 
of Gam Trickle, lie bad been prevailed iqion, by the solicitations of 
his master and the curate, to accompany them in their expedition, 
and undertake the part which lie had acted against the stranger, 
wdiom he and his employers mistook for Peregrine. Tn considera¬ 
tion of this frank acknowledgment, and a severe w'ound he had 
received in his right arm, they I’osolved to inflict no other punisli- 
ment on this irtalofactor than to detain him all night in the garrison, 
and next morning carry him before a justice of the peace, to whom 
ho repealed all he* had said overnight, ami with liia own hand 
suhscribed bis confession, copies of which were handed about tlie 
neiglibouiliood, to the unspeakable confusion and disgrace of the 
curate and hi% promising pupil. 

Meanwhile Trunnion treated tlie young soldier with uncomnioii 
marks of respect, being prepossessed in his favour by this adven¬ 
ture, which he had so gallantly achieved, as well as by the enco¬ 
miums that Peregrine bestowed upon his valour and generosity. 
Ho liked his countenance, which M'as bold and liafdy, admired hia 
Herculean limbs, and delighted in asking questions concerning the 
service ho h^d seen. The day after hi.s arrival, while the conver¬ 
sation turned on this last si^sject, the comiliodore, taking the pipe 
out of his mouth, “I’ll tell ye what, brother,” .said he ; “five-and- 
forty years ago, when I was third lieutenant of the Warjirick man- 
of-war, there was a very stout young /ellow on board, a subaltern 
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officer of m^finea ; his namo was nob unlike your oVn, d’ye see, 
being Guntlet, with a G. I remember ho and 1 could not abide 
one another at first, because, d'ye see, I was a sailor and he a land- 
man ; till we fell in with a Frenchman, who^jn wo engaged for eight 
glasses, and at length boarded and took. I was the first man that 
8tot)d on the enemy’s deck, and should hate come scurvily off, d’ye 
see, if Guntlet had not jumped to my assistance; but we soon 
cleared ship, and drove them to* close quarters, so that they were 
obliged to strike ; and frotn that day Guntlet and I were sworn 
brothers as long as ho roniaiuod on board. He was exchanged into 
a marching regiment, and wliat became <)f him afterwards, Lord in 
heaven knows; but this J’ll say of him, whether he bo dead or 
alive, he feared no man that over wore a head, and was, moreover, 
a very hearty messmate.” 

The stranger's breast glowed at this eulogiuiii, which w'as no 
sooner pronounced than he eagerly asked if the French ship was 
not tl^e Diligence? The commodore replied, with a stare, “The 
very same, my lad.”—“ Then,” said Gauntlet, “ tlic person of w'hom 
you are pleased to make such Imiiourable mention was my own 


father. ’—“ iho devil lie was ! ’ cried Trunnion, sluiking him by 
the hand: “I am rejoiced to see a son of Ned Guntlet in my 
house.” 


This discovery introduced a tliousand questions, in the course of 
which the old gentleman learned tlie situation of liis ^•iend’s family, 
and discharged innumerable cxecral ions upon the ingratitude and 
injustice of the ministry, which liad failed to provide for the son of 
such a brave soldier. Kor was his fiiendship confined to such in¬ 
effectual expressions ; ^lo that same evening signified to Peregrine 
a desire of doing sometliing for his friend. Tliis inclination was 
so much pi’aised, encourageil, and jiromoted by his godson, and 
even supported by his councillor llatcliway, that our hero was 
empowered to present him with a sum of money sufficient to 
purchase a commission. 

Though nothing could bo more agreeable to Pitkle than this 
permission, ho was afraid that Godfrey’s scrupulous disposition 
would hinder him from subjecting biinself to any sucli obligation ; 
and therefore proposed that he should be decoyed into his own 
interest by a feigned story, in consequence of which ho would be 
prevailed upon to accept of the money, as a debt wbich the com¬ 
modore had contracted of his father at sea. Truiuiion made wry 
faces at this expedient, the necessity of wdiich he could not conceive, 
without calling in question the common sense of Gauntlet; as ho 
took it for granted that such offers as those were n«5t to be rejected 
on any consideration whatever. Besides, he could not digest an 
artifice, by which he himself must own that ho had lived so many 
years without manifesting the least intention of doing justice to 
his creditor. All those objections, hov^over, were removed by the 
zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine, who represented that it would 1^ 
impossible^to befriend him on any other terms ; that his silence 
hith erto would be imputed to. his want of information touching the 
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circumat-ancea and condition of his friend; and tliat hia remembering 
and insisting upon discharging the obligation, after sucn an interviu 
of time, when the whole affair was in oblivion, would be the greatest 
compliment ho could pa^j to his own honour and integrity. 

Thus persuaded, ho took an opportunity of Gauntlet’s being alone 
with him to broach the aijitir, telling the young man that hia father 
littd advanced a aura of money for him, when they sailed together, 
on account of the moss, as woll as tft stop the mouth of a clamorous 
creditor at Portsmouth ; and that tho said sum, with interest, 
amounted to about four liuudred pounds, which ho would now, 
with great thankfuhu^ss, repay. 

Godfrey was amazed at thi.s declaration, and, after a considerable 
pause, replied, that ho had never heard liis parents me^ition any 
such debt ; tliat no nwnioranduni or voucher of it was found among 
his father’s i)aper8 ; and that, in all probability, it must have been 
discharged long ago, although the commodore, in such a long courteo 
of time and liurry of occupation, might have forgotten tho repay¬ 
ment: ho*thorefore desired to bo excused from acceptingfiat m 
liis own conscience he believed was not his due; and corapU- 
menbod the olcWgentlcmaii upon his being so scrui>ulously just and 
honourable. 

Tlie soldier’s refusal, which wjis matter of astonishment to 
Trunnion, increased his inclination to assist him ; and, on pretence 
of acfpiitting liis own character, he urged hia benofiut ice with such 
obstinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of disobliging him, was in a manner 
compelled to receive a draft for tho money ; for which he subscribed 
au ample discharge, and immediately transmitted the order to his 
mother, whom at tlio same time he informed of the circumstances by 
which they had so unexpectedly gainefl this accessum of fortune. 

Such a pioco of news could not fail of being agreeable to Mrs. 
Gauntlet, who by tho first post wrote a polite letter of acknowledg¬ 
ment to the commodore; another to her own son, importing, that 
she had already sent the draft to a friend in London, with directions 
to deposit it in*the hands of a certain banker, for the purchase of 
the first ensigney to be sold^ and she took tlie liberty of sending a 
third to Peregrine, >wuched in very affectionate terms, with a kind 
postscript, signed by Miss Sophy and his uharming Emily. 

Tliis aftair being transacted to the sati.sfaction of all concerned, 
preparations Ajere set on foot for the departure of our hero, on whom 
his uncle settled an annuity of eight hundred pounds, being little 
less than one half of his whole income. By this time, indeed, the 
old gentleman could easily afford to alienate such a part of his 
fortune, because iie entertained little or no company, kept few 
servants, and was remai^kably plain and frugal in his^housekeeping. 
Mrs. Trunnion being now some years on the wrongVide of fifty, her 
infirmities began to increase ; and though her pride had suffered no 
diminution, her vanity was altogether subdued by her avarice. 

A Swiss valot-de-chauibr^, who had already made the^our of 
Europe, was hired for the care of Peregrine’s own person. Pipes 
being ignorant of the French language^ as well as otherwiift unfit for 
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tho office of a fashionable attendant, it was resolved that he should 
remain in gfA'rison ; and his place was immediately supplied by a 
Parisian lacquey engaged at London for that purpose. Pipes did not 
seem to. relish this disposition of things; and though he made no 
verbal objections to it, looked remarkably s6*ur at his successor upon 
his first arrival; but this sullen lit seeing gradually to wear off i 
and, long before his master’s departure, he bad recovered his natural 
tranquillity and unconcern. 


Chaf. XXXI.—The two young Gpiitlomcn displny their taleiilst f«>i Gallanliy, in the course 
of whicli they nre involved in a ludicrous circumstance of nislresh, and altiTwardt) take 
Vengeuuc£ on the Author of their Misliap. 

Meanwhile our hero and his new friend, togefiier with honest Jack 
Hatchway, made daily excursions into the country, visited the 
gentlemen in the neiglibourliood, and froiiuently {iccoinpanied them 
to thq chase ; all three being exceedingly caressed on qccount of 
their talents, which could accommodate tlieniselveswitli great faclity 
to the tempers and turns of their ciitertuiners. The lieutenant was 
a droll in his way, Peregrine possessed a gre.at fund sprightliness 
and good-humour, and Godfrey, among Ins other (pialilicatioiis 
already recited, sang a most excellent song ; so that tho company of 
thi.s triumvirate was courted in all parlies, whether male or female ; 
and if the hearts of our young gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, 
they IV^ould have met witli opportunities in abundance of displaying 
their address in the art of love : not but that they gave loose to 
their gallantry without much interesting their afi‘cction,s, and amused 
themselves with little intrigues, wdiicJi, in the opinion of a man of 
pleasure, do not afiect his fidelity to the acknowledged sovereign of 
his soul. 

In the midst of these ainuaeiuonts, our hero received an intimation 
from his sister, that she sliould be overjoyed to meet him next day, 
at five o’clock in the afternoon, at the house of her nurse, who lived 
in a cottage hard by her father’s habitation, she being\lebarred from 
all opportunity of seeing him in any fitlfer jilace by tho severity of 
her mother, who suspected her inclination. He^accordingly obeyed 
tho summons, and went at tho time appointed to the place of 
rendezvous, where he met this aftectionate young lady, who, wlien 
ho entered the room, ran towards him with all ihe*eagernesa of 
transport, flung her arms about his neck, and shed a flood of tears 
in his bosom before she could utter one word, except a repetition of 
My dear, dear brother ! He embi'aced her with all tho piety of 
fraternal tenderness, w'ept over her in his turn, assbred her that this 
was one of the li^px>iest moments of his life, and kindly thanked her 
for having resisted the example, and disobeyed the injunctions, of 
bis mother’s unnatural aversion. 

He was ravished to find, by her cunvorsation, that she possessed a 
great sh&re of sensibility and prudent reflection ; for she lamented 
tbe infatu<j,tion of lier parents with the most filial regret, and 
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expressed such abhorrence and concern at the villanous disposition 
of ner younger brother as a humane sister may be 8up];ff)scd to have 
entertained. He made her acquainted with all the circumstances 
of his own fortune ; and, as he supposed she spent her time very 
disagreeably at homo, artiong characters which must bo shockingly 
interesting, professed a |lesivo of removing her into some other 
sphere, where she C(mld live with more tivanquillity and satisfaction. 

She objected to this proposal as an expedient that would infallibly 
subject her to the implacable resentment of her mother, whose 
favour and atfection she at present enjr)yed but in a very incon- 
sidorablo degree ; and they liad canvassed divers schemes of oor- 
rcaponding for the future, when the vitico of Mrs. Pickle was heard 
at the door. Miss Julia (that was the young lady’s name), finding 
herself betrayed, was seized with a violent agitation of fear ; and 
Peregrine scarce had time to oiiLMia.ige her with a promise of 
protection, before the door of the ajiartment being flung open, this 
irreconcilable parent rushed in, and, with a furious aspect, flew 
directly her trembling daughter, when, the son iutcrpftsing, 
received the first discharge of her fury. 

Her eyes glqjinied wuth all the rage of indignatiun, which choked 
up lier utterance, and seemed to convulse her whole frame : she 
twisted her left hand iu his hair, and with tin; otlier bulleted him 
about the face till the blood gushed from his nostrils and mouth ; 
while he deftnded his sister from the cruelty of (jram, who assaulted 
her from anoth^ir quarter, seeing Ins brother engaged. This i^,back 
lasted several minutes with gr(>at violence, till at length Peregrine, 
finding himself in danger of being over[lowered if he should remain 
any longer on the defensive, laid his brother on his back ; then he 
disentangled liis mother's hand from liis oivii hair, and, having 
pushed her gently out of the room, bolted the door on the inside ; 
finally, turning to (iain, he threw him out at the window, among a 
parcel of hogs that fed under it. By this time .Julia was almost 
quite distracted with terror : slie kneiv she had otfondeil beyond all 
hope of forgivqjiess, and from that mmneiit considered herself as au 
exile from her father’s houge : in vain did her brother strive to 
console her with f^osh protestations of love and jirotection ; she 
counted herself extremoly miserable in being obliged to endure the 
eternal resentment of a jiaront witli wdiom she had hitherto lived; 
and dreaded the censure of the world, which, from her mother s mis¬ 
representation, she was sensible would condemn her unheard. That 
she might not, however, neglect any means in her ])owcr ef averting 
this storm, she resolved to appease, if possible, her mother’s wrath 
with humiliation,,.and oven appcjil to the influence of her father, 
weak as it was, before she would despair of being forgiven. But tlie 
good lady spared her this uuuecessary aiiplication,* by telling her, 
through the keyhole, that she must never expect to come within her 
father’s door again ; for, from that hour,. she renounced her as 
unworthy of her aifectioii •and regard. Julia, weeping bitterly, 
endeavoured to soften the rigour of this sentence by the most sub- 
ipissive i^nd reasonable remonstrances^ ; but as, in ner vRidication, 
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sho of necessity espoused her older brother’s cause, her endeavours, 
instead of sdbthing, served only to exasperate her mother to a higher 
pitch of indignation, wliich discharged itself in invectives against 
Peregrine, whom she reviled with the epithets of a worthless, 
abandoned reprobate. 

The youth, hearing these unjust afpersions, trembled with 
resentment tlirough every limb, assuring the upbraider that he 
considered her as an object of compassion ; “for without all doubt,” 
Siiid ho, “your diabolical rancour must be severely punished by the 
thorns of your own conscience, which this very instant taxes you 
with the malice and falsehood of your rejiroaches. As for my sister, 
t bless God that yon luive not been able to infect her with your 
unnatural prejudice, wdiich, because she is too just, too virtuous, 
too liumano to imbibe, you reject her as an alien to your blood, and 
turn her out unprovided into a barbarous world. But even there 
your vicious purpose shall bo defeated : that same Providence, that 
screened mcfrointhcciuelty of your hate, sliall extend its protection 
to her, until I shall liud it c(.nvcnient to assert by law thfit right of 
maintenance which Nature, it seems, hath bestowed upon us in vain. 
In the mean time, you will enjoy the satisfaction oh» paying an un¬ 
divided attention to that darling son, avIioso amiable ({ualities have 
so long engaged and engrossed your love and esteem.” 

This freedom of exijostnlation exalted his mother’s ire to mere 
frenxy ; sho (cirscd him with the bitterest imprecations, and raved 
like ^ bedlamite at the door, which she attempted ®to burst open. 
Her eftbrta were seconded by her favourite son, who denounced 
vengeance against Peregrine, and made furious assaults against the 
lock, which resisted all their applications, until our hero espying his 
friends Gauntlet and Ib[)es stepping over a .stile that stood about a 
furlong from tJie window, called them to his assistance : giving them 
to understand how ho w'as berieged, he desired they would keep off 
his mother, that ho might the more easily secure his sister Julia's 
retreat. The young soldier entered accordingly, and, posting him¬ 
self bctw'ocn Mrs. Pickle and the door, gave the sigin'l to his friend, 
who, lifting up his sister in his arms, carried her safe without the 
clutches of this she-dragon, while Pipe.s, with hi^ cudgel, kept young 
master at bay. 

The mother, being thus deprived of her prey, sprang upon 
Gauntlet like a lioness robbed of her whelps ; and Jio must have 
suffered sorely in the flesh, had he not provenk*d her mischievous 
intent by seizing both her wrists, and so keeping her at due distance. 
In attempting to disengage herself from his grasp, she struggled with 
such exertion, and suffered such agony of passion, at the same time, 
that she actually fell into a severe fit, during whicli she was put to 
bed, and the coiffederates retired without further molestation. 

In the mean time, Peregrine was not a little perplexed about the 
disposal of his sister, wlu)ni he had rescued. He could not eudnro 
the thoughts of saddling the commodofe with a new expense ; and 
he was afraid of underiaking the charge of Julia, without his l3ene- 
factor’s adSrico and direction for the present, howower, he cairii^ 
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her to the house of a gcntloinaii iii the neighbourhood, jj^hose lady 
was her godmother, where she was received with great tenderness 
and condolence; and ho purposed to inquire for some creditable 
house, where she mighty bo genteelly boarded in his absence; 
resolving to maintain her from the savings of his own allowance, 
which ho thought might \l&ry well boar such deduction. But this 
intention was frustrated by the publication of the whole affair, which 
was divulged next day, and soon rea(!liod the ears of Trunnion, who 
chid his godson for having concealed the adventure ; and, with the 
approbation of his wife, ordered him to bring Julia fort-bwith to the 
garrison. The young gjmtlemaii, with Lears of gratitude in his eyes, 
explained his design of maintaining her at liis own expense, and 
earnestly begged tliab ho might not bo deprived of tliat satisfaction. 
But his uncle was dca&to all his entreaties, i\nd insisted upon her 
living in the garrison, tliongli for no other reason than that of being 
company to her aunt, wins ho observed, was lost for want of con¬ 
versation. 

Julia wa^accorclingly hi bnglit home, and settled unilcv the tuition 
of Mrs. Trunnion, who, vvliatevor face alie might put on the matter, 
could have disptiHisecl witli the society of her niece ; tlnnigh she was ' 
not without hope of gratifying her [)i(pie to Mrs, Pickle, by the 
iiitclligonce she would receive from tlio daughter of thab lady’s 
economy and domestic behaviour. ^J’ho mother herself seemed 
conscious of this i^dvantage which her sister-in-law had now gained 
over her, being *8 much chagnned at tlio news of Julia’s recep*iou 
in tho garrison, as if she had heard of her own liu.sband’s death. 
She even tortured her invention to [iropagalc caluinnics against tho 
reputation of her own daughter, whom she slandered in all com- 
panie.s ; she exclaimed against the conmiodore as an old ruflian, who 
spirited up a rebellion among her children, and imputed the liospi- 
tality of his wife, hi countenancing them, to nothing else but her 
inveterate enmity to their mother, wlioiu they had disobliged. She 
now insisted, in the most poremiitory terms, upon hov husband’s 
renouncing all «<>mincrco with the old lad of tho castle and hia 
adherents ; and Mr. Gamaliel, having by this time contracted other 
friendships, readily tfubmitted to her will; nay, even refused to 
communicate with tho coiumodoro one night, when they hapjiened 
to meet by accident at the public-house. 


Ciur. XXXXI.''-The Conimodore Pcnd'i a Challenge to Ganialipl, and is impoBed npon by a 
waggish Indention of the Lieutenant, Peregrine, and Gauntlet, 

Tiiis affront Trunnion could by no meaiis digest: Ijo* advised with 
tho lieutenant upon the subject; and tho result of their consultation 
was a defiance which tho old commander sent to Pickle, demanding 
, that ho would meet him at |uch a place on liorseback with a brace 
of pistols, and give satisfaction for the slight ho had put upon him. 
'Nothing could have afforded more pleasure to J^k than t^ accept- 
, of this challenge, which he detivored verbally to Mr. Gamaliel, 
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who was called out from tho club at Tunley'.s for that purpose. 
The naturS' of this message had an instantaneous eflPect upon the 
constitution of the pacific Pickle, whose bowels yearned with 
apprehen.sion, and underwent such violeyt agitation on the spot, 
that one wouhl liavo thought the operation i)roceedcd from some 
severe joke of the apothecary which ho ll»id swallowed in his beer. 

Tho messenger, despairing of a satisfactory answer, left him in 
this woeful condition ; and being loth to lose any opporrunity of 
yaising the laugh against the cornm<uloro, went immediately and 
communicated the whole affair to the young gcntloinen, entreating 
them, for the love of God, tt) concert s<tme, incan.s of bringing old 
ILianibal into the field. Tho two friends relished the propcjsal; 
and after some dclibcratioii, it was resolved that Ilatchw'ay should 
tell Trunnion hi.s invitation was accepted Iv-' Gamaliid, w'lio w'ould 
meet him at the place appointed, willi liis second, to-inorrow in 
tlie twilight, because, if eitlier .should fall, tlie other would have the 
better chance of escaping in the dark ; that Godfrey should personate 
old Pickle’s friend, and Peregrine represent his own fatlier ; while 
the lieutenant should take cave in loading tlie pistols to keep out the 
shot, so that no damage might be done in tlie rencinniter 

These circumstances being adjusted, the lieutenant returned to 
his principal with a most thundering reply from his antagonist, 
whose courageous behaviour, though it could not intimidate, did 
not fail to as^onisli the coniinodoro, ivlio ascribed it to the spirit of 
liis wifO) w’liicli had iiiajiirod liini. Trunnion tha& in.stant desired 
his counsellor to prepare liis curtridge-box, and order the quietest 
horse in the stable to he ki'pt ivady saddled for tho occasion ; his 
eye seemed to lighlen with alacrity and jileasnre at tho pios])ect 
of smelling gunpowder once mo'-o before his death ; and wlien Jack 
advised him to make liis will, in case of accident, he reflected liis 
counsel W'ith disdain, saying, “What* dost tlnai think that Haw¬ 
ser Trunnion, who has stood the fire of so many floating batteries, 
runs any risk from tho lousy ])op.s of a landnian? Thou shalt see, 
thou shalt see, how I’ll make him lower lii.s to[)sails.“^’ 

Next day Pevegrine and the soldier provided themselves with 
horses at the ])ublic-house, from whence, at- the destined liouv, 
they rode to tho field of battle, oacli of them being muffled in a 
great coat, which, with the diinnoss of tho light, eircctually 
shielded tliern from the knowledge of the one-eyed commamlor, 
who, having taken horse, on pretence of enjoying the fresh air, 
soon appearcil with Hatchway in his rear. VVlien they came 
within sight of each other, the seconds advanced, in order to divide 
the ground, and regulate the measures of the combat ; when it was 
determined, by mutual consent, that two pistols should be dis- 
cliarged on each side, and that if neither should prove decisive^ 
recourse must be liad to tho broad-.swords, in order to ascertain the 
victory. These articles being settled, tho opponents rode forwai’d 
to theii; respective stations, when Peregrine, cocking his pistol, and 
presenting, counterfeited his father’s voice, bidding Trunnion take 
cafe of 1)18 remaining eye, 
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Tlio coinmocloro took his advice, being unwilling to hazard his 
day-light, and veiy deliberately opposed the x^^i'tched gsido of his 
face to the muzzle of his antagonist’s piece, desiring him to do his 
duty without farther jaw. The young man accordingly fired ; and 
the distance being smalk the wad of his iiisl-ol took place with a 
smart stroke on the forehead of Trunnion, who mistaking it for 
a ball, which he thought t'as lodged in his brain, sinirrcd up his 
steed in a state of desperation towards his antagonist, and holding 
his i)ieco within two yards of his body, let it oil', without any regard 
to the laws of battle. Surprised atrl enraged to see it had made no 

impression, he hallooed, in a terrible tone, “ 0 ! d-- ye, you have 

got your netting stuffed, I see;” and advancing, discharged his 
second pistol so near his godson’s head, that had he not been 
defended by his great coat, tlio iiowdcr must have scorched bis face. 
Having thus thvf)un Rway his lire, lie rtMuanied at tlic mercy of 
Peregrine, wlio clajiping the ])ieco lie had in reserve to his head, 
commanded him to heg his life, and ask iiarihm for his presurniition. 
The coimui^dore made no reply to this iiiipcrious iiijunctiuu ; but, 
droiipiug his iiistol, and unsheathing his broadsword in an insfaut, 
attaeked our hero with such incredible agiliiy, th.it if he had not 
made shift to ^^1^,rd off the stroke with his x'iece, tho adventure, in 
all likelihood, would have turned out a very tragical joke. 

Peregrine lituhng it would be in vain for him to think of drawing 
his weapon, or ol standing (Ui tho defensivo .against this furious 
aggressor, very friirly clapped siiurs to Ins n.ag, and sought his s.afety 
in iliglit. Trunnion pursued liim with iiitinite eagerness ; ami his 
steed being the better of the two, would have overtaken the fugitive 
to his iieril, liad lie not been unfortunately encountered by the 
bough-s of a tree, tluit happened to st.ind on his blind side, and 
incomniodod him so much, that he was fain to <piit liis sword, and 
lay hold on the mane in order to inaintaiii his seat. Perry jier- 
ceiving his disaster, wlieeled about, and now tinding leisure to 
produce hi.s W'oapon, returned iqion Ins disarmed foe, brandishing 
his Ferrara, thivatoning to make him shorter hy the head if ho 
would not inftnediately crave (punier and yit'kl. There was 
nothing farther from tho intention of tho old gentlem.'vn than such 
submission, vvliioli fee flatly refused to pay, alleging that he had 
already coiniiellecl his enemy to clap on all saiLs, and that his owni 
present misfortune was owing to accident ; all one as if a ship 
should be att/«ked, after she liad been obliged to heave her guns 
overboard in a storm. 

Before Peregrine had time to answer this romnnatrance, the 
lieutenant interposed, and taking cognizance of tho case, estab¬ 
lished a truce, until ho and the other second should discuss and 
decide upon the merits of the case. They accordiiigly retired to 
a small distance ; and after having conferred a few minutes. Hatch¬ 
way returned, and pronounced the cominodoro vanquished by tho 
chance of war. , • 

Never was rage more transported thiiti that wdiicli took possession 
pf old Hannibal, when ho heard the Sentence: it was |pme time 
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before he could utter aught, except the reproachful expression, 
“You lie which he repeated more than twenty times, in a sort 
of delirious insensibility. When he recovered the further use of 
speech, he abused the arbitrators with such bitter invectives, 
renouncing their sentence, and appealing to another trial, that the 
confederates began to rc})ont of having carried the joke so far ; and 
Peregrine, in order to appease his cholei^,* owned himself overcome. 

This acknowledgment calmed the tumult of his wrath, though 
he could not for some days iorgivc the lieutenant; and the two 
young gentlemen rode back to Tunley’s, while Hatchway, taking 
the commodore’s horse by the bridle, re-conducted him to his 
mansion, growling all the way to Jack foff his unjust and un¬ 
friendly decree ; though lie could not help observing, as how he 
had made his words good, in making his adversary strike his top¬ 
sails : “And yet," said ho, “before God*’ I think the fellow's 
head is made of a wool-pack : for my sliot rebounded from his face 
like a wad of spun-yarn from the walls of a ship. But if so bo 

that son of a b-of a tree hadn't come athwart my wj^athcr-bow, 

d’ye" see, I’ll bo d-d if 1 hadn’t snapt his main-yard in the 

slings, and mayhap let out lii.s bulgc-w'ater into the bargain." He 
seemed particularly vain of this exjdoit, which Vlwelt upon his 
imagination, and was chciislied as the child of his old age; for 
thougli he could not with decency rehearse it to the young men and 
his wife at supper, he gave shrewd hints of his own manhood, even 
at these yeats, and attested Hatchway as a voucher for his mettle ; 
while the triumvirate, diveited by his vanity, enjoyed in secret 
the success of their imposition. 


- ■ - 4 - - 

Chap. XXXni,—Pt-regrine takoB loa ’c of Lis Aunt and Sister—Sct.s out from tl.i Garrison 
—ParU with his Uncle and Hatcliwryon the Koad, and with Lis Govevnot arrives In 
safety at Dover. 

Tht.s, however, was Iho last cfTorl of invention ■which they practised 
upon him ; and evoiything being now prcjiarod fof the departure 
of liis godson, th;it hopeful youi h in two days took leave of all his 
friends in the neighbourhood. Ho was closeted two whole hours 
with his aunt, who enriched him wilh many pious advices, recapi¬ 
tulated all the bouofits wliich, through her means, had been con¬ 
ferred upon him since his infancy, cautioned hi»i against the 
temptations of lewd w^omen, wdio bring many a ntan to a moi-sel of 
bread, laid strict injunctions upon him to live in the fear of the 
Loixi and the true Protestant faith, to feschew quarrels and con¬ 
tention, to treat Mr. Jolter with roi eroncc and*Tegard, and above 
all things to abstain from the beastly sin of drunkenness, which 
exposes a man to the scorn and contempt of his fellow-creatures, 
and, by divesting him of reason and reflection, renders him fit for 
all manner of vice and debauchery. She recommended to ]bhn 
econon\y, and the care ofi his healtli, bade him remember the 
botiour of his family, and inwall the circumstances of his behaviour, 



Kind admonI'Mons. 


143 


Assured him that he might alway^s depend upon the friendship and 
generosity of *tho coniinodoro. Finally, presenting hjpi with her 
own picture set in gold, and a hundred guineas from her privy 
purse, she embraced him afFectionatcly, and wished him all manner 
of happiness and prospoyty. 

Being thus kindly dismissed by Mrs. Trunnion, ho locked him¬ 
self up with his sister JuHa, whom he admonished to cultivate her 
aunt with the most complaisant and re.spectful attention, without 
stooping to any circumstance of Bjfljinission that she should judge 
unworthy of her practice : he protested that his chief study should 
be to make her amends for the privilege she had forfeited by her 
alleotion for him; untreated her to enter into no engagement 
without his knowledge and approbation ; put into her hand the 
purse which he had received Irom ]ii.s aunt, to defray her p()cket 
expenses in his absence ; and parted from not without tears, 
after she h'^d for some minutes hung about liis neck, kissing him, 
and weeping in tlic most pathetic silence. 

Having performed the.se duties of affection and consanguinity 
over-night* he went t(» bed, and w;ia, by his own direction, called 
at four o’clock in the morning, when he found the post-chaise, 
coach, and ridking-horses ready at the gate, his friends Gauntlet 
and Hatchway on foot, the commodore himself almost dressed, and 
every servant in the garrison assembled in the y.ird to wish him 
a good journey. Our hero sliook each of these liumble friends by 
the hand, tipping them at the .same time with mark.s 6'f his bounty ; 
and wras very much surprised ivlieii ho could not perceive his old 
attendant Pipes among the number. When he expressed liis 
wonder at this disrespectful omission of Tom, some of those present 
ran to his chamber, in order to give him a call; but his hammock 
and room were both desei’ted, and they soon returned with an 
account of his having eloped. Peregrine was disturbed at ibis 
information, believing tliat the fellow had taken some desperate 
course, in conseciuonce of liis being dismissed from his service, and 
began to wish that ho had indulged his iiiclinati(»n, by retaining 
him still about liia person, llow'ever, as there was now no other 
remedy, ho‘recommended him strenuously to the particular favour 
and distinction of li*s uncle and Hatchway, in case lie should appear 
again; and as he wont out of the gate, w'as saluted with three 
cheers by all the domestics in the family. 

The commodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant, Peregrine, and Joltor w’ont 
into the coach together, that they might enjoy each otlier's con¬ 
versation as much as possible, resolving to bre.akfaKt at an inn 
upon tho road, where Trunnion and Hatchway intended to bid our 
adventurer farewsell ; the valet-de-chambro got into the post- 
chaise ; the French lacquey rode one horse, and led another; one 
of the valets of the garrison mounted at the back of the coach ; and 
thus tlie cavalcade set out on tho road to Dover. 

. As the commodore could not boar tho “fatigue of jolting, they 
travelled at an easy pace during the [first stage ; so that •the old 
gentleman had an opportunity of coipmunicating his e:^ortationa 
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to liis godson, with regard to ])ia conduct abroad ; ly? advised him, 
now that he was going into foreign parts, to be upon his guard 
against the fair weather of the French politcsse, which was no 
more to be trusted than a whirlpool at sea. Ho observed that 
many young men had gone to Paris with good cargoes of sense, 
and returned with a great deal of canvas, and no ballast at all, 
whereby tliey became ciank all the days of their lives, and some¬ 
times carried their keels above water. He desired Mr. .loiter to 
keej) lus pn])il out of the clutches of tlioso sharking priests who lie 
in wait to make converts of all young strangers, and m a particular 
manner cautioned the youth against carnal conversation wdth the 
Parisian dames, who, he understood, were no better than gaudy 
fire-ships ready primed with death and destruction. 

I*ercgrine listened with great respect, tlianking him for his kind 
admonitions, which ho faithfully promised to observe. They 
halted and breakfasted at the end of the stage, where .loiter pro¬ 
vided himself with a horse, and the coimnodovo settled the method 
of corresponding with his nephew. The ininiito of ]»ai;ting being 
arrived, the old oomuiandor wrung his godson by the hand, saying, 
“ I Avish thoo a prosperous voyage and good cheer, my had : iny 
timbers are now a little crazy, d’ye sec ; and Cod knows if I shall 
keep afloat till such time as 1 see thee again ; but howsoniover, 
hap what Avill, thou wilt find thyself in a conditujn to keep in the 
line with the best of thy fellow's?^’ Ho then reminded Cauutlct of 
his promise u) call at the garriscui in lus return fr/mi Dover, and 
iinpao'tod something in a Avhisiier to the governor, while Jack 
Hatchw'ay, unable to speak, pulled his hat over his eyes, and 
squeezing Peregrine by the hand, gave him an iron pistol of 
curious w'orkmaiisliip, as a iiieniorial of his friendship. Our youth, 
who W'as not unmoved on this occasion, received the ploilge, w’hich 
he acknoAvledgod witli the present of a silver tobacco-bo> bought 
for that purjiosc ; and the two lads of the castle getting into the 
coach, wmre driven homewards, in a state of silent dejection. 

Godfrey and Peregrine sealed themselves in the poat-chaiso J 
and Jolter, the valet-de-chambie, and lacipiey, litstridiiig their 
beasts, they proceeded for the place of their tlestiuatibn, at which 
they arrived in safety that same night, and bespoke a jiassage in 
the packet-boat which was to sail next day. 


Chap. XXXIV.—He the Method of his (.’orrt-Bpondence with (juuiitlct ; moct>> by 

accident with au llaliuu (Jharlatan, utid u ccrtaia Aputhecury, who pruvea to bo. a 
nuiPti Character. 

Therk the two friends adjusted the articles of their future corre¬ 
spondence ; and Peregrine, having written a letter to his mistress, 
wherein he renewed his former vows of eternal fidelity, it was 
intrusted to the care of Imr brother^’ Avhile Mr. Jolter, at the 
desire ot his pupil, provided ^n elegant supper, and some excellent 
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Burgundy, thai; they might spend this eve of his departure with 
the greater enjoyment. * , 

Things being thus disposed, and a servant employed in laying 
the cloth, their oars were of a sudden invaded by a strange tumul¬ 
tuous noise in the iiex* room, occasioned by the overthrow of 
tables, chairs, and glasses^with odd unintelligihle exclamations in 
bntken French, and a jargon of threats in tlie Welsh dialect. Our 
young gentleman ran immediately into the apartment fj'om whence 
this clamour seemed to proceed, and found a thin, meagre, swartliy 
figure, gasping, in all the agony of fear, under the liaiids of a 
squat, thick, hard-featured man, who collared him with groat 
demonstrations of wrafh, saying, “If you was as mighty a magician 
as Owen Oleudowcr, or the witch of Entor, look you, ay, or Jis 
I*aul Beor himself, 1 will moke pold, by the assistance of Got, and 
in his majesty’s n.aam, to scisso and secuio, and confine and confront 
you, until t,dch time as you suffer and endure and undergo the 
pains and penalties of the law, for your diabolical practices. 
»Shentlemeiy;s,” added he, turning to our adventurers, “ 1 take*you • 
to witness, that I protest, and assert, and avow, that this ])erson is 
as pig a necromancer as you would desire to behold ; and 1 suppli¬ 
cate, and beseech, and entreat of you, that ho may be brought 
pofore his petters, and compelled to give an account of his compact 
and coinnicree with the imps of darkness, look you ; for, as J am a 
Christian soul, and hope for joyful resurrection, I liavothis plesscd 
evening seen hiu perform such things as could not bo done witl^out 
the aid and instruction and connivance of the tevil.” 

Gauntlet seemed to enter int(* the sentiments of this Wel.sh 
reformer, and actually laid hold on tlie delimjuent’s shoulder, 
crying, “D—n tlie rascal! I'll lay any wager that he’s a Jesuit ; 
for none of his order travel without a familiar.” But Peregrine, 
who looked upon the affair in another point of view, interposed in 
behalf of the stranger, whom he freed from his aggressors, 
observing, tliat there was no occasion to use violence ; and asked, in 
Frencli, what he had done to incur the censure of the informer. 
The poor foroigiter, more dead than alive, answered that he was an 
Italian charlabin, who had practised with some reputation in 
Padua, until lie had'' the misfortune to attract the notice of the 
Inquisition, by exhibiting certain wonderful performances by Ins 
skill in natural knowledge, which that tribunal considered as the 
effects of scorcAry, and persecuted him accordingly ; so that he liad 
been fain to make a precipitate retreat into Franco, where not 
finding his account in his talents, he was now arrived in England, 
with a view of practising his art in London ; and that, in conso- 
<j|uence of a specimen which he had given to a compairy below, the 
cnoleric gentleman had followed him upstairs to his own apart¬ 
ment, and assaulted him in that inhospitable manner : he there¬ 
fore earnestly begged that our hero would, take him under his 
protection; and, if he entertained tlie leiuit suspicion of his en^ploy- 
ing preternatural means in the operations of his art, he would 
freely communicate all the secrets in his^ossession. * 
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The youUi dispelled his apprehension by assuring him that he 
was in ,no' danger of sufTering for his art in England, where, 
if ever he should be questioned by the zeal of superstitinUs indi¬ 
viduals, he had nothing to do but appeal to the next justice of the 
peace, who would immediately acquit him of the charge, and 
punish his accusers for their impertinenq'% and indiscretion. 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welshman that the sti'anger had 
a good action against them fer an assault, by virtue of an Act of 
Parliament., which makes it criminal for any person to accuse 
another of sorcery and witchcraft, tliese idle notions being now 
justly exploded by all sensible men. Mr. Jolter, who had by this 
time joined the company, could not help "signifying his dissent 
from tins opinion of his pupil, which he endeavoured to invalidate 
by the authority of Scripture, quotations from the fathers, and the 
confession of man)^ wretches who suffered <^eath for having carried 
on correspondence with evil spirits, together with the evidence of 
“Satan’s Invisible World,” and Moreton's “History of Witchcraft.” 

T^ie soldier corrobt)ratcd these testimonies by facts that had hap¬ 
pened within tlie sphere of his own knowledge, and in particular 
mentioned the case of an old woman of the parish in which he was 
born, who used t<j transform herself into the shapes of sundry 
animals, and Avas at last killed by small shot in tlic character of a 
hare. The Welshman, thus sup}>ortcd, expressed his surprise at 
hearing, thi^t the legislature had shown such tenderness for crimi- 
nalf*} of so dark a hue, and ofleicd to prove, by undeniable instances, 
that there was not a mountain in Wales which hud not been, in his 
memory, the scene of necromancy and "witchcraft. “Wherefore,” 
said he, “I am assuredly more than apovo astonished and con¬ 
founded and concenied that the Parliament of Great Pritain 
should, in their groat wisdoms, and their prudence, and their 
penetration, give countenance and encouragement, look you, to 
the works of darkness and the empire of Pelzeiiup—ofer and apove 
the evidence of holy writ, and those waiters "who have been quoted 
by that aggurato and learned sheutloman, we are informed, by 
profane history, of the pribbles and pranks of the old serpent, in 
the bortents and oragles of antiquity, as you will find in that most 
excellent liistorian Bolypins, and Titus Litius; ay, and moreofor, 
in the Commentaries of Julius Cmsar himself, who, as the ole world 
knows, was a most famous, and a most faliant, and a most wise, 
and a most prudent, and a most fortunate cliieftain, and a most 
renowned orator; ay, and a most elegant writer to boot.” 

Peregrine did not think projicr to enter the lists of dispute with 
three such obstinate antagonists, but contented himself with saying 
that he believed it would be no diiScult matter to impugn the argu¬ 
ments they diad advanced; though he did not find himself at all 
disposed to undertake the task, wliich must of course break in upon 
the evening’s entertainment. He therefore invited the Italian to 
supper, and asked the sai^e favour of his accuser, who seemed to 
have " something curious jiand characteristic in his manner and. 
disposition, resolving to ^nake himself an eye-witness of thos^ 
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surprising feate which had given offence to the choleric Briton. This 
scrupulous gentleman thanked our hero for his dburtesy, but 
declined communicating with the stranger until his character 
should be further explained; upon which his inviter, after some 
conversation with the cUarlatan, assured him that he would himself 
undertake for the innoccfico of his art; and then he was -prevailed 
upon to favour them with his company. 

In the course of the conversation, Peregrine learned that the 
Welshman was a surgeon of Canterbury, who had been called into 
a consultation at Dover; and, understanding that his name was 
Morgan, took the lih(3i'ty of asking if ho was not the person so 
respectfully mentiontfd in the “Adventures erf Roderick l^ndom.” 
Mr. Morgan assumed a look of gravity and importance at this 
interrogation, and, screwing up his mouth, answered, “Mr, 
Rantum, my goot sir, 1 believo, upoi' iny conscience and salfation, 
is my very goot frient and well-wisher; and he and I have been 
companions and messmates and fellow-sufferers, look you; but 
nevertheless, for .all that, peradventure he hath not pehavecKwith 
so mucli complaisance and atfability and respect as I might have 
expected from liini; pccause lio hath revealed and tivulged and 
buplLshed our^jrivato aftUirs, without my knowledge and privity 
and consent; but as Got is my Safiour, I think he had no evil inten¬ 
tion in liis pelly; and though tliero be certain persons, look you, 
who, as 1 am told, tnko ui)on them to laugh at his d-^scriptiona of 
my person, department, and conversation, 1 do affirm and maii)f:ain, 
and insist with my heart, and my plood, and my soul, that those 
persons are no ])ettor than ignorant asses, and that they know not 
how to discern and distinguisli and define true ridicule, or, as 
Aristotle cfills it, the to (Uloion, no more, look you, than a herd of 
mountain goats ; for I will make pold to observe—and I hope this 
goot company will be of tlie same opinion—that there is nothing 
said of me in that performance wdiich is unworthy of a Christian 
and a shentleman.” 

Our young ^ntleman and his friends acquiesced in the justness 
of his observaAon. Peregrine particularly assured him that, from 
reading the book, he had conceived the utmost regard and venera¬ 
tion for his charaefbr, and that he thought himself extremely for¬ 
tunate in having this opportunity of enjoying his conversation. 
Morgan, not a little proud of such advances from a person of Pere¬ 
grine’s appeai^nce, retuniod the compliment with a profusion of 
civility, and, in the warmth of acknowledgment, expressed a desire 
of seeing him and his comi>any at his house in Canterbury. “I 
will not pretend, qr presume, kind sir,” said he, “to entertain you 
according to your merits and deserts ; but you shall be as welcome 
to my poor cottage, and my wife and family, a» Ihe prince of 
Wales himself; and it shall go hard if, one way or other, 1 do not 
0ud ways and means of making you confess .that there is some goot 
fellowship in an ancient Priton; for though I am no petter^tban a 
' simple apothecary; I have as goot- plocM circulating in my veins as 
^Sny he m the county; and I can describe and deliiitate and 
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demonstrate my pedigree to the satisfaction of the 'ole ’orld; and, 
moroofer, by Got’s goot providence and assistance, I can afford to 
treat my friend with a joint of good mutton and a pottle of excel¬ 
lent wine, and no iradesinaii can peard mo with a bill.” 

He was congratulated on his happy situation, and assured that 
our youth would ^'isit him on his return from France, [irovidcd he 
should take Canterbury in his route. As Perrgrinc manifested an 
inclination of being acquainted with the state of his affairs, he 
very complaisantly satisfied his curiosity by giving him to know 
that his spouse had left off breeding, after having blessed Jiim with 
two boys and a girl, who were still alii c and well; that ho lived in 
good esteem with his neiglibours ; and by Ins practice, which was 
considerably extended imnuidiately after the publication of Kode- 
rick Random, had saved some thousand pouiyls. He had begun to 
think of retiring among his own relations in Glamorganshire, 
though his wife had made objection to this proposal, and oiijiosed 
the execution of it with such obstinacy, that ho had been at 
infinite pains in asserting his own prerogative bj" convmciug her, 
both from reason and example, that he was king and priest in iiis 
own family, and that she owed the most implicit si^bmissitu' to his 
will. He likeivise infoiined the comjiaiiy that he had laiely seen 
his friend Roderick, wdio had ct>uio fi-oiu London on jiurposo to 
visit him, after having gained his lawsuit with Mr. Topehall, who 
was obligedeto pay Narcissa’s fortune ; that Mr. Random, in all 
appearance, led a very happy life in the conversatifin of his father 
and bed-fellow, by w'hom he enjoyed a son and daughter ; and that 
Morgan had received, in a iirescnt from him, a piece of very fine 
linen of his wife’s own making, several kits of salmon, and two 
casks of pickled pork—the most delicate ho had ever tasted ; 
together with a barrel of excellent herrings for salmagundy, 
which he knew to be his favourite dish. 

This topic of conversation being discussed, the Italian was 
desired to exhibit a specimen of his art. and in a few minutes con¬ 
ducted the company into the next room, where^ t«) their great 
astonishment and affright, they beheld a thousand serpents winding 
along the ceiling. Morgan, struck with this ^phenomenon, which 
he had not seen before, began to ut ter exorcisms with great devo¬ 
tion, Mr. Jolter ran terrified out (jf the room, Gauntlet drew his 
hanger, and Peregrine himself was disconcerted. The operator, 
perceiving their confusion, desired them to retirS, and, calling 
them back in an instant, there was not a viper to be seen. He 
raised their admiration by sundry other performances ; and the 
Welshman’s former opinion and abhorrence of liis character began 
to recur, when, in consideration of the civility with which he had 
been treated,' this Italian imparted to them all the methods by 
which he had acted such wonders, that were nor other than the 
effects of natural caqaes curiously combined; so that Morgan 
becamf a convert to his skill, asked«pardon for the suspicion he 
entertained, and invitol the stranger to pass a few days with 
him at Canterbury. The\scruples of Godfrey and Jolter wore 
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removed at the same time, and Peregrine testiBed satisfaction 
by a handsome gratuity which he bestowed upon their entertainer. 

The evening being spent in this sociable manner, every man 
retired to his respective cliamber, and next morning they break¬ 
fasted together, when ^lorgan declared he would stay till he should 
see our hero fairly cnibat-ked, that he might have the pleasure of 
Mr. Gauntlet’s company to his own habitation : meanwhile, by the 
skipper’s advice, the servants wore*ordercd to carry a store of wine 
and provision on board, in case of accident; and, as the packet- 
boat could not sail before one o’clock, the company walked up hill 
to visit the castle, where they saw tlie sword of Julius Cassar, and 
Queen Elizabeth’s pocket jnstol; repeated Shakspeare’s description, 
while they surveyed the chalky clifrs on each side, and cast their 
eyes towards the city of Calais, that \vas obscured by a thick cloud 
which did not niucli regale thcii' eyesight, because it seemed to 
portend foul weather. 

Uaving viewed everytliing remarkable in this place, they returned 
to the [lior, w'here, after the compliments of parting, and an'affec* 
tionate embrace botw'con tlio two young gentlemen, Peregrine and 
his governor .pepped aboard, the sails were hoisted, and they went 
to sea with a fair wind, while Godfrey, Morgan, and the conjurer 
walked back to the inn, from whence they set out for Canterbury 
before dinner. 


Chap. XXXV.-— He embarks for France— I.s overtaken by a Storm— Tj surprised with the 
i^ppemunce of I'lpes—Lands at Calais, and has an Aflray with the OQlccrs at the Costom- 
bouse. 


Scarce had the vessel proceeded two leagues on the passage, when, 
the wind shifting, blew directly in her teeth ; so that they wore 
obliged to haul upon a wind, and alter their course. The sea 
running pretty high at the same time, our hero, who was below in 
his cabin, begj^p to be squeamish, and, in consequence of the skip- 
j)er’8 advice, went upon deck for the comfort of his stomach ; while 
the governor, experienced in these disasters, slipped into bed, 
whore he lay at his ease, amusing himself with a treatise on the 
cycloid, with algebraical demonstrations, wliich never failed to 
engage his im^ginaiion in the most agreeable manner. 

In the mean time the wind increased to a very hard gale, the 
vessel pitched with great violence, the sea washed over tlie deck, 
the master was alarmed, the crew wore confounded, the passengers 
were overwhelineck with sickness and fear, and universal distraction 
ensued. In the midst of this uproar, Peregrine holding fast by the 
taffrail, and looking ruefully ahead, the countctiance of Pipes 
presented itself to hia astonished view, rising, as it were, from the 
hold of the ship. At first he imagined it was a fear-formed shadow 
of his own brain; though hfi did not long remain in this etjOTf but 
p^lainly perceived that it was no otlver than the real person of 
Thomas, who, jumping on the quart4r-deck, took charge of the 
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helm, and dij^tated to the sailors with as much authority as if he 
had ^en commander of the ship. The skipper looked upon him 
as an angel sent to his assistance; and the crew soon discovered 
him to be a thorougli-bred seaman, notwithstanding his livery- 
frock ; obeyed his orders with such alacrity, that, in a little time, 
the confusion vanished ; and every noceCsary stop was taken to 
weather the gale. 

Our young gentleman immediately conceived the meaning of 
Tom’s appearance on board ; and when the tumult was a little 
subsided, went up, and encouraged him to exert himself for the 
preservation of the ship, prcjinising to take, him again into his 
service, from wliich he should never be dismissed, except at his 
own desire. This assurance had a surprising cttect upon Pipes, 
who, though he made no manner of reply, thyust the helm into tlio 
master’s hands, saying, “Hero, you old bimiboat-woman, take hold 
of the tiller, and keep her thus, boy, thus ; ” and skipped about the 
vessel, trimming the sails, and managing the ropes with such agility 
and skill, that everybody on deck stood amazed at his dcjfterity. 

Mr. Jolter w\as far from being unconcerned at the uncommon 
motion of tlie vessel, the singing of the wind, and thg uproar which 
ho heard above him ; he looked towards the cabin-door with the 
most fearful expectation, in hope of seeing some person W'ho could 
give some account of the weather, and what was doing upon deck ; 
but not a sovl appeared, and he w'as too w'cll acquainted with tho 
disposiition of his own b(JwelB to make tho least aftcration in his 
attitude. When he had lain a good while in all the agony of sus¬ 
pense, the boy tumbled headlong into his apartment, with such 
noise, that he believed tlie mast had gf)ne by the board; and start¬ 
ing upright in his bed, asked, witli all the symptoms of horror, 
what was the cause of that disturbance ? The hoy, half-stunned 
by his fall, answered in a dolorous tone, “I’m come to put up the 
dead-lights.” At the mention of dead-lights, tho meaning of 
which he did not understand, tlie poor governor’s heart died within 
him : he shivered writh dcs[>air. His recollection forsaking him, 
he fell upon his knees in the bed, and, hxing his eyes upon the 
book which was in his hand, began to piOTiouij.co aloud with great 
fervour, “ The rime of a complete oscillation in the cycloid, is to 
the time in which a body would fall through the axis of the cycloid 
DV, as the circumference of a circle to its diameter. ” - 

He would in all likelihood have proceeded with the demonstration 
of this proposition, had he not been seized witli such a qualm as 
compelled him to drop the book, and accommodate himself to the 
emergency of his distemper: ho therefore stretched himself at full 
length, and, putting up ejaculations to Heaven, began to prepare 
himself for his ’latter end, when all of a sudden the noise arove 
was intermitted; and as he could not conceive tho cause of this 
tremendous silence, he imagined that either the men were washed 
overboard, or that, despairing of safet^, they had ceased to oppose 
^e tempest. While he wm harrowed by this miserable uncer" 
tainfy, wSich, however, was Viot altogether unenlightened by some 
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Bcafetered rays.of hope, tho master entered the cabin: then ho 
asked, with a voice half-extinguished by fear, how matters went 
upon deck ; and the skipper, with a largo bottle of brandy applied 
to his mouth, answered, in a hollow tone, “All’s over now, master." 
Upon which, Mr. Joltoi^ giving himself over for lost, exclaimed, 
with the utmost horror, Lord have mercy upon us I Christ have 
mercy upon us ! "and repeated this supplication, as it were mechani¬ 
cally, until tho master undeceived hinii by explaining the meaning 
of what ho had said, and assuring him that tho squall was over. 

Such a sudden transition from fear to joy occasioned a violent 
agitation both in his mind and body ; and it was a full quarter of 
an hour before ho rectivered tho right use of his organs. By this 
time the weather cleared up, the wind began to blow again from 
the right corner, and the spires of Calais appeared at the’ distance 
of live leagues ; so that the count onaiices of all on boaid were 
lighted up with joyous expectation ; and Peregrine, venturing to 
go down into the cabin, comforted his governor with an account of 
the happy ^urn of their affairs. , 

Joltcr, transported witli the thought of a speedy landing, began 
to launch out in praise of that country for which they were bound. 
He observed, tRat Franco was tho land of politeness and hospitality, 
which were conspicuous in tho behaviour of all ranks and degrees, 
from the peer to the peasant; that a gentleman and a foreigner, 
far from being insulted and imposed upon by the Iqwor class of 
people, as in Ergland, was treated w'lth the utmost reverence, can¬ 
dour, and resjiect; and tlieir lields were fertile, their cliniate*pure 
and healthy, their farmers rich and industrious, and the subjects in 
general tho happiest of men. He would have prosecuted this favourite 
theme still fartlier, had not his pupil been obliged to run upon dock, 
in consequence of certain warnings lie received from his stomach. 

The skipper seeing his condition, very honestly reminded him of 
the cold ham and fowls, with a basket of wine which he had 
ordered to bo sent on board, and asked if he would have the cloth 
laid below. He could not have chosen a more seasonable opportu¬ 
nity of manif^ting his own disinterestedness. Peregrine made 
wry faces at the mention of food, bidding him, for Heaven's sake, 
talk no more on that subject. He then descended into the cabin, 
and put tho same question to Mr. Jolter, who, ho knew, entertained 
the samo abhorrence for his proposal; and meeting with the like 
reception froxfl him, went between decks, and repeated his courteous 
proffer to the valet-de-chambre and lacquey, who lay sprawling in 
all tho pangs of a double evacuation, and rejected his civility with 
the most horrible loathing. Thus baffled in all his kind endeavours,, 
he ordered his boy k) secure the provision in one of his own lockers, 
according to the custom of the ship. , • 

It being low water when they arrived on the French coast, the 
vessel could nob enter tho harbour, and they were obliged to bring 
to, and wait for a boat, whiali in less tl^aii half an hour came ^ong- 
side from the shore. Mr. Jolter now came upon deck, and, knufflug 
up tho French air with symptoms of infinite satisfactionp asked of 



152 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


tho boatmen, with the friendly ajipellation of JVfei cnfans, what 
they dcmamled for transporting him and his pupil with their bag¬ 
gage to the pier. But how was he disconcerted, wlicn those polite, 
candid, reasonable watermen demanded a louis d’or for that ser¬ 
vice ! Peregrine, W'ith a sarcastic sneer, observed, that he already 
began to ])erceive tho justice of his encomiums on the French ; and 
tho disappointed governor could say nothing in his own vindica¬ 
tion, but that they were debauphed by their intercourse w'ith the 
inlial)itanta of Dover, His plipil, however, was so much offended 
.at their extortion, that ho absolutely refused to emphiy them, oven 
when tliey abated one half in their demand, and swore ho would 
stay on hoard till the packet should bo able* to enter the harbour, 
rather than encourage such imposition. 

The master, who in all probability had some sort of fellow-feeling 
with the boatmen, in vain represented, tWlt he could not with 
safety lio-to, or anchor upon a lee-shore : our hero, having con¬ 
sulted Pipes, answered, that he had liiivd his vessel to transport 
him to Calais, and that lie would oblige him to jierforpi wliat lie 
had undertaken. The skijiper, very niueli mortilied at tliis peremp¬ 
tory reply, which was not over and aliove agreeable to Mr. Jidter, 
dismissed the boat, notwithstanding tho .soIiciLatidns and conde¬ 
scension of the w.atermcn. Running a little farther in shore, they 
came to an anchor, and ivaited till there was water enough to float 
them over the bar. 'I’hen they stood into tho harbour ; and our 
gcnlleinan, ifith his attendants .‘iml baggage, w'eri^ landed on the 
pier by the sailors, w'hom he lihcrally rew^arded for their trouble. 

He was immediately plied by a great number of porters, who, 
like so many hungry wolves, laid hold on his lugg.age, and began 
to carry it oft’picet'me.al, without his <»rder or direction. Incensed 
at this officious insolence, he coiiimanded them to desist, with 
m,any oatlia and opprobrious terms that bis anger suggested ; .and 
perceiving that one of tliem did not seem to pay any regard t<» 
what he said, hut marched off with his burthen, ho snatched a 
cudgel out of his Lacquey’s hand, and, (n’ertaking tho fellow in a 
twinkling, brought him to the ground with one bliow. He was 
instantly surrounded by the wffiole congregation of this canaille, 
who resented the injury which their hiotiicr*'h.ad sustained, and 
would have taken immediate satisfaction on tho aggressor, had not 
Pijies, seeing his master involved, brought the whole crew to his 
assistance, and exerted himself so manfully, that tht enemy were 
obliged to retreat with many marks of defeat, and menaces of in¬ 
teresting the commandant in tlieir quarrel. Jolter, wdio know and 
dreaded the pow'er of the French governor, began to shake with 
apprehension, when ho hoard their repeated threats, but they durst 
not apply to this magistrate, who, upon a fair representation of the 
case, would have punished them severely for their rapacious and 
insolent behaviour. Peregrine, without furtlier molestation, availed 
himself of his own attendants, who sitiouldered his baggage, and 
followed him to the gate, whfcro they were stopped by the sentinels 
until thei^ names should be registered. 
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Mr. Joker, who had undergone this examination before, resolved 
to proGt by his experience, and cunningly represented fcis pupil as 
a young English lord. This intimation, supported by the appear¬ 
ance of his equipage, was no sooner communicated to the officer, 
than he turned out the g«ard, and ordered liis soldiers to rest upon 
their arms, while his lori^ship passed in groat state to.the Lion, 
{VArgentj where ho took up his lodging for the night, resolving to 
set out for Paris next morning in a post-chaise. 

The governor tnuraphed greatly in this piece of complaisance 
and respect with which they had been honoured, and resumed his 
beloved to|)ic of discourse, in applauding tlie method and subordi¬ 
nation of the I’rench'government, which was better calculated for 
maintaining order and protecting tlie people, than any constitution 
upon earth. Of their courteous attention to strangers, there needed 
no other proof than the compliment which liad been paid to them, 
together with the governor’s connivance at Peregrine’s employing 
his own servants in carrying the baggage to the inn, contmry to the 
privilege oj the inhabitants. , 

Wlnlo he expatiated with a remarkable degree of self-indulgence 
on this subject, the valet-de-chambro coming into the room, inter¬ 
rupted his liaAngue by telling his master that their trunks and 
portmanteaus must bo carried to the custom-house, in order to ho 
searched, and sealed with lead, wdiich must remain untouched until 
their arrival at Pari.s. 

Peregrine m. de no objection to this practice, "which was in itself 
reasonable enougli; but wlion he understooil that tlic gatJ was 
besieged by another multitude of porters, who insisted upon their 
right of carrying tlie goods, and also of fixing their own price, he 
absolutely refused to comply with their demand. Nay, he chastised 
some of the most clamoro'is among them wdth his foot, and told 
them, that if their custom-house ollicors had a mind to examine 
his baggage, they might come to the inn for that purpose. The 
valot-dc-chambro was abashed at this boldness of his master’s 
behaviour, which the lacquey, shrugging up his shoulders, observed, 
was bien d VJfngluise; while the governor reinesented it as an in¬ 
dignity to the whole nation, and endeavoured to persuade his pupil 
to comply with the Custom of the jdace. But Pcregrine’.s natural 
haughtiness of disposition hindered him from giving ear to Joker’s 
wholesome advice ; and in less than half an hour they observed a 
file of muskeUfeors inarching up to the gate. At sight of this de¬ 
tachment the tutor trembleii, tlio valet grew pale, and the lacquey 
crossed himself; bub our Iiero, without exliibiting any otlier symp¬ 
toms than those of imlignation, met them on the threshold, and 
with a ferocious air demanded their business. The corporal who 
commanded the file answered, with great deliberatjpH, that he had 
orders to convey his baggage to the custom-house ; and seeing the 
trunks standing in the entry, placed his men between them and 
the owner, while the portersi that folloycd look them up, and pr<f- 
ceeded to the domne without opposition. • 

Pickle was not mad enough to dispute the authori|y^ of this 
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luesaage; but in order to gall, and specify his contempt for those 
who brought'it, ho called aloud to his valet, desiring him, in French, 
to aoconipany his things, and see that none of his linen and cfTocts 
should be stolen by the searcliers. The corporal, mortified at tliis 
satirical insinuation, darted a look of resentment at the author, ns 
if he had been interested for the glory of ^lis nation ; and told him 
that he could perceive ho was a stranger in Franco, or else ho would 
have saved himself the trouble gf such a needless precaution. 


Chap. XXXVI.—Up makrs a fruitlnss Attempt in Gallan'ry—Departa for Boulogne, whero 
he Hpr odii tl]e fclveuiiig with ctrtaiu Plngliiiiti Kxilcs. 

Having thus yielded to tlio hand of power^ ho inquired if there 
was any other English company in the house ; when, understand¬ 
ing that a gentleman and lady lodged in the next apartment, and 
had bespoke a post-chaise for Paris, he ordered Pipes to,, ingratiate 
himself with their footman, and, if possible, loam their names a»id 
condition, while ho and Mr. Joltor, atrendod by the lacquey, took 
a turn round tlie ramparts, and viewed tlie particulahi of the fortifi¬ 
cation. 

Tom was so very successful in his inquiry, that vdien his master 
returned he was able to give him a very satisfactory account of his 
fellow-lodgers, in consequence of having treated U’s brother with 
a bofrelo of wine. The people in (picstion were a gentleman and 
his lady lately arrived from England, in their way to Paris. Tho 
husband was a man of good fortune, who had been a libertine in 
his youth, and a professed declaimer against matrimony. Ho 
wanted neither sense nor experience, and ]iiqucd himself in par¬ 
ticular upon his art of avoiding the snares of the female sox, in 
which ho protended to bo deeply versed ; but, notwithstanding all 
his caution and skill, he bad lately fallen a sacrifice to the attrac¬ 
tions of an oyster-wench, who had found means to decoy him into 
the bands of wedlock ; and, in order to evade tho cf/hiplirnents and 
congratulations of his friends and acquaintjince, he had come so far 
on a tour to Paris, where ho intended to initiate his spouse in the 
beau mondc. In tho mean time, he chose to live upon the rese^o, 
because her natural talents had as yet received but little cultiva¬ 
tion ; and he had not the most implicit confidence <n her virtue 
and discretion, which, it seems, had like to have yielded to the 
addresses of an officer at Cantevbuiy, who had made shift to insinuate 
himself into her acquaintance and favour. 

Peregrine’s curiosity bekig inflamed by thid information, he 
lounged about «t |}0 yard, in hopes of seeing the dulcinea who had 
captivated the old bachelor; and at length observing her at a 
window, took tho liberty of bowing to her with great respect. She 
ifetumed the complimeht with a curtly, and appeared so decent 
in her siresa and manner, that unless he had been previously in¬ 
formed her former life and conversation, ho never would havft 
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dreamt that her education was different from that of other ladies 
of fashion; so easy is it to acquire that external depiSrtment on 
which people of condition value themselves so much. Not but that 
Mr. Pickle pretended to distinguish a certain vulgar audacity in 
her countenance, whicli iit a lady of birth and fortune would have 
passed for an agreeable vi^xcity that enlivens the aspect, and gives 
poignancy to every feature ; but as she possessed a pair of line eyes, 
and a clear complexion overspread witli the glow of health, which 
never fails of recommending the owner, he could not help gazing 
at her with desire, and forming the design of making a conquest of 
her heart. With this view, he sent his compliments to her lius- 
band, whose name w'as llornbeck, with an intimation that he 
proposed to set out next day for Paris, and as he understood that 
he was resolved upon ^ho same journey, ho should bo extremely 
glad of his company on the road, iF ho wms not better engaged. 
Hornbook, who in all probability did not choose to accommodate 
his wife with a squire of our beret’s appearance, sent a civil answer 
to his me.ssage, professing intinitc mortification at his being nmhle 
to embrace tlio favour of tliis kind offer, by reason of the indis¬ 
position of his lyfo, who, he was afraid, would not bo in a condition 
for some days to hear the fatigue of travolling. 

This rebuff, which Poregiiiio ascribed to the husband’s jealousy, 
stifled his project in embryo • ho ordered his P'rench servant to 
take a place for himself in the dilifjiwc, whore all hia .^uggago W'as 
stowed, except A small trunk, with some linen and other neces¬ 
saries, that w'us fixed upon tlio post-cliaiso which they hired of* the 
landlord ; and early next morning lie and Mr. Jolter dei)artcd from 
Calais, attended by his valot-de-chambre and Pipes on horseback. 
They proceeded without any accident as far a-s Boulogne, wliere 
they breakfa.stcd, and visited old Father (rraham, a Scottish gentle¬ 
man of the governor’s acquaiiitanco, wIkj had lived as a Capuchin 
in that place for the space of threescore years, and during that 
period conformed to all the austerities of tlio firder W'ith the most 
rigorous oxactijpss, being e(]uaUy remarkable for the frankness of 
his coiiveraatioiT, the humanity of his disposition, and the simplicity 
of his manners. Frqm Boulogne tho}’^ took their departure about 
noon ; and as they jiroposed to sleep that night at Abbeville, coni- 
manded the postilion to drive with extraordinary speed. Perhaps 
it was well for his cattle that the axlotroe gave way, and the chaise 
of course ovorl^^urncd, before they had travelled one-third part of 
the stage. 

This accident compelled them to return to tho place from whence 
they had sot out; ^ind as they could not procure another convey¬ 
ance, they found themselves under tlte necessity of staying'^till 
their chaise could bo refitted. Understanding that* this operation 
would detain them a whole day, our young gentleman liad recourse 
tb his patience, and demanded to know wh^t they could have for 
dinner; the garden or waiter, thus quistioned, vanished in a mo-‘ 
ment, and immediately they were surprised with the appdaranee 
. of a strange figure, which, from the extravagance of its dress and 
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gesticulation, Peregrine mistook for a madman of* the growth of 
France. I'iiis phantom (which, by the bye, happened to be no other 
than the cook) was a tall, long-logged, meagre, swarthy fellow, that 
stooped very much ; his cheek-bones were remarkably raised, his 
nose bent into the .shape and size of a po\Mer-horn, and the sockets 
of his eyes as raw round the edges as if tfce skin had been pared off. 
On his Ijead ho w'ore a handkerchiof, which had once been white, 
and now served to cover the upper part of a black jieriwig, to which 
was attached a bag at hjast a foot s(|uare, with a solitaire and rose 
that stuck upon each side of his car; so that he looked like a cri¬ 
minal on the pillory. Ilis back was accommodated with a linen 
waistcoat, his hands adorned with long ruffl'es of the same piece, 
his middle was girded by an apron, tucked up, that it might not 
conceal his white silk stockings, rolled ; and at bis entrance ho 
hrandished a bloody weapon full three feet in length. 

Peregrine, when ho tirst saw him approach in this menacing 
attitude, put himself upon his guard ; but being informed of his 
quality, perused his bill of fare, and having bespoken tkree or four 
things for dinner, wjilkcd out with Mr, Jtdter to view both towns, 
which they had not leisure to consider minutely before. In their 
return from the liarbour they met with four or live gentlemen, all 
of whom acemed to look with an air of dejection, and perceiving 
our hero and his governor to bo English by their dross, bowed with 
great respeqj as they passed. Pickle, who was naturally compas¬ 
sionate, felt an emotion of sympathy ; and seeing jf person, who by 
his habit he judged to bo one of their servants, accosted him in 
English, and asked who the gentlemen were. The lacquey gave 
him to understand that they were his own countrymen, exiled from 
their native homes in consequence of their adherence to an unfor¬ 
tunate and ruined cause ; atid that they were gone to the sea-side, 
according to thoir daily practice, in order to indulge their longing 
eyes with a prospect of tho while clifls of Albion, which they must 
never more approach. 

Though our young gentleman differed widely from them in 
point of political piinciplcs, ho was not one of ihtise enthusiasts 
who look upon every schism from the established articles of faith 
as damnable, and exclude the sceptic from every bene6t of hu¬ 
manity and Christian forgiveness; ho could easily comprehend 
how a man of the most unblemished morals might, by the pre¬ 
judice of education, or indispensable attachments, be engaged in 
such a blameworthy and pernicious undertaking ; and thought 
that they had already suffered severely for their imprudence. He 
was affected with the account of their diurnal, pilgrimage to the 
sea-sido, which ho considered as a pathetic proof of their aflUction, 
and invested Mf. .loiter with tlie agreeable office of going to them 
with a compliment in his name, and begging the honour of drink¬ 
ing a glass with them in the evening. They accepted the proposal 
with great satisfaction and ^respectful acknowledgment, and in the 
aftemobn waited upon the kind inviter, who treated them with 
coffee, and would have detained them to supper, but they entreated 
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tho favour of lua company at the house which they frequented so 
earnestly, that he yielded to their solicitations, anti^ with his 
governor, was conducted by them to the place, where they had pro¬ 
vided an elegant repast, and regaled them with some of the best 
claret in France, <% 

It was easy for them tQ|perceive that their principal guest was 
no favourer of their state maxims, and therebjre they industriously 
avoided every subject of conversation wliirli could give the least 
offence: not but they lamented their own situation, which cut 
them off from all their dearest connections, and doomed them to 
perpetual banishment from their fanuhes and friends ; but they 
did not, even by the most distant hint, impeach the justice of that 
sentence by which they were condemned ; alLliough one among 
them, who seemed to be about tho age of thirty, wc])t bitterly over 
his misfortune, which Aad involved a bo'o\ ed wife and three chil¬ 
dren in misery and distress ; and, in the impatience of his grief, 
cursed his own fate with frantic imprecations. Ills companions, 
with a vicY of beguiling lii.s .sorrow, and manifesting their ^ow'ii 
hospitality at the same time, changed tho t()])ic of discourse, and 
circulated the biunpcrs wdlh great assiduity ; so that all their cares 
were ovcrwlicli/!cd and forgotten, several I rouch drinking catches 
w'ore sung, and mirth and good-fellow.shij) prevailed. 

In the midst of this elevation, which commonly unlocks tho most 
hidden sentiment, and ilispels every consideration of c.iutioii and 
constraint, one ^f the entertainers, being more intoxicid<ed than his 
fellows, proposed a toast, to wliich Peregrine, with some warmth, 
excGpted as an unmannerly insult. TJio other maiiitainod his pro¬ 
position with indecent heat ; and the dispute beginning to grow 
very serious, the company interposed, and gave judgiiieiit against 
thoir friend, who was so keenly reproached and rebuked for liis 
impolite behaviour, that ho retired in high dudgeon, threatening 
to relinquish their society, and branding them with the appellation 
of apostates from the common cause. Mortilied at the behaviour 
of their companion, those tliat remained were earnest in their 
apologies to th#ir guests, whom they besought to forgive his intem¬ 
perance, assuring them with great contidcnce that he would, upon 
the recovery of his I’oflection, wait upon them in person, and ask 
pardon for the umbrage ho had given. Pickle ivas satisfied with 
their remonstrances, resumed his gotjd-humour, and tho night being 
pretty far adfUuced, resisted all their importunities with which ho 
was entreated to see another bottle go round, and was escorted to his 
own lodgings more than half-seas over. Next morning, about eight 
o’clock, he was waked by his valet-de-chanibre, who told him that 
two of the gentlefhen with whom ho had spent the evening wore 
in the house, and desired tho favour of being admitted into his 
chamber. He could not conceive the meaning of this extraordinary 
visit ; and, ordering his man to show them into his apartment, 
beheld the person who had affronted hip edter with tho gentleman 
who had repreheiided his rudeness. • 

He who had given the offence, after having made an aj^logy for 
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disturbing Mr. Pickle, told him that his friend th/ere present had 
been withjiim early that raoi-ning, and proposed the alternative 
of cither fighting with him immediately, or coming to beg pardon 
for his unmannerly deportment over-night: that though he had 
courage enough to face any man in the field in a righteous cause, 
he was not so brutal as to disobey the d^tates of his own duty and 
reflection ; in consequence of which, and not out of any regard to 
the other’s menaces, which l),o despised, lie had now taken the 
liberty of interrupting his repose, that he might, as soon as possible, 
atone for the injury he had done him, which he protested was 
the effect of intoxication alone, and begged hia forgiveness accord¬ 
ingly. Our hero accepted of tliis aekncnvledi^mcnt very graciously ; 
thanked the other gentleman for the gallant part he had acted in 
his behalf ; and perceiving that his companion was a little irritated 
at his officious interposition, effected a recoAcilation, by convincing 
liim that what he had done was for the honour of the company. 
He then kept them to breakfast; expressed a desire of seeing their 
sitii^jtion altered for the better ; and the chaise beimj repaired, 
took his leave of ]\is entorlainers, who came to wish him a ^ood 
journey, and with his attendants left Boulogne for the second time. 


CiiAi*. XXXVII^r-Frocoeds for tbc Capitnl—I'akca np liis LodKiiig at Bt^may, whore he U 
ovcrtakc'ii by Mr. Ilorubeck. whose ll^ad he longs to f>rtlfy. 

* 

Dvkino this day’s expedition, Mr. Joltor took an oiiportunity of 
imparting to his pupil the remarks ho Inid made upon the industry 
of tlie French, as an undeniable iiroot of which he bade him cast 
his eyes around, and observe witli what care every spot of ground 
was cultivated, and from the fertility of that province, which is 
reckoned the poorest in Franco, conceive tlic wealth and affluence 
of the nation in general. Peregrine, ani.azed as well as disgusted 
at this infatuation, answered th.'ii what ho ascribed to industry 
was the effect of mere wrctcliedness ; the misorablckpeasants being 
<»bligcd to plough up every inch of ground to satisfy their oppres¬ 
sive landlords, while they themselves and thefr cattle looked like 
so many images of famine ; that their extreme poverty was evident 
from the face of the country, on which there was not one incloaure 
to be seen, or any other object, except scanty crops,of barley and 
oats, which could never reward the toil of the husbandman; that 
their habitations were no better than jwltry huts; that in twenty 
miles of extent not one gentleman’s house appeared ; that nothing 
was more abject and forlorn^than the attire of their country people ; 
tliat the equipage of their travelling chaises was infinitely inferior 
to that of a dui%-cart in England; and that the postilion who then 
drove their carriage had neitlier stockings to his legs, nor a shirt 
to his back. . 

The governor, finding his*charge so Ibtractable, resolved to lefilre 
him in the midst of his own ignorance and prejudice^ and reserve 
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his observations for those who would pay more deference to his 
opinion : and indeed this resolution he had often made,.and as often 
broken in the transports of his zeal, that frequently hurried him 
out of the plan of conduct which in his cooler moments he had laid 
down. They halted forfi’efresimient at Montreuil, and about seven 
in the evening arrived qt a village called Bernay, wh.ere, while 
they waited for fresh liorses, they wore informed by the landlord 
that the gates of Abbeville wcrg shut every night punctually 
at eight o’clock ; so that it would be impossible for them to get 
admittance. Ho s.aid there was not another place of entertain¬ 
ment on the road where they could pass the night; and therefore, 
as a friend, he advised them to stay at his house, where they would 
find the best of accommodation, and proceed upon their journey 
hetimCB in the morning. 

Mr. Jolter, though* he had travelled on that road before, could 
nob recollect whether or not mine host spoke truth ; but his remon¬ 
strance being very plausible, our hero determined to follow his 
advice, ai^ being conducted into .an apartment, asked what^thoy 
could have for supper. The landlord mentioned everything that 
was eatable in the house ; and the whole being engrossed for the 
use of him and his attendants, he amused Jiimself, till such time as 
it should bo dressed, in strolling about the house, which stiinds in 
a very rural situation. While ho thus loitered away the time that 
hung heavy on Ins hands, another cliaisc arrived at the inn, and 
upon inquiry fee found that the new comers were IVfr. Ilornbeck 
and his lady. The landlord, conscious of his inability to entertain 
this second company, came and begged with great humiliation that 
Mr. Pickle would spare them some ])ai’t of tlie victuals he had 
bespoken ; but lie refused to [lart with so much as the wing of a 
partridge, though at the same time lie scut his compliments to the 
strangers, and giving tliem to luulerstaiul how ill the house was 
jirovided for their reception, invited them to partake of his supper. 
Mr. Hornbcck, who was not defieioiit in point of politeness, and 
extremely well dispfisod for a relishing meal, which he had reason 
to expect frofli the savoury steam that issued frtun the kitchen, 
could not resist this second instance of our young gentleman’s 
civility, which he flcknovvledged by a message, importing that he 
and his wife would do themselves the pleasure of profiting by his 
courteous offer. Peregrine’s checks glowed when he found himself 
on the eve of^being acquainted with Mrs. Hornbeck, of whose heart 
he had already made a conquest in imagination ; and ho forthwith 
set his invention at work, to contrive some means of defeating her 
husband’s vigilance. 

^ When supper was ready, he in person gave notice to his guests, 
And, leading' the lady into his apartment, seated her in an elbow- 
chsiir at the upper end of the table, squeezing her hand, and darting 
a most imdiouB glance at the same time. This abrupt behaviour 
he practisedfbn the presumption that ^ lad^ of her breeding was not 
to. De addressed with the tedious forms that must be observed in 
one’s advances' to a person of birth and genteel education. In all 
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probability hiii calculation was just, for Mre. Horjibeck gave no 
signs of disQ):)ntent at this sort of treatment, but, on the contrary, 
seemed to consider it as a proof of the young gentleman’s regard ; 
and though slie did not venturo to open her mouth three times 
during the whole repast, she showed kcrself particularly well 
aatlsticd with her entertainer, by sundryj^ly and significant looks, 
while her husband’s eyes were directed another way ; and divers 
loud peals of laughter, signifying her approbation of the sallies winch 
he uttered in the course of their conversation. 

Her spouse began to be very uneasy at the frank <lomeanour of 
his yoke-fellow, whom he endeavoured to check in her vivacity, by 
assuming a severity of aspect; but whether she obeyed the dictates 
of her own disposition, wdiich, perhaps, was merry and unreserved, 
or w'anted to imnish Mr. Ilornbcck for his j(!alousy of temper ; 
certain it is, her gaiety increased to siieli a di*greo, that her husband 
was grievously alarmed and incensed at her ctiuduct, and resedved to 
make her sensible of his disjdcasure, bj' tieading in secret upon her 
toes.^ He was, lunvevcr, so disconcerted by his indignation, that lie 
mistook his mark, and applied the sharp heel of bis shoe to the side 
of Mr. Joltor’s foot, comprehending his little toe that w'as studded 
wdth an angry corn, which he invaded wdtli such a siKlden jerk, that 
the governor, unable to endure the torture in silence, started up, 
and, dancing on the fio<u\ roaioil liidcoiisly with repeated bellow ings, 
to the unsjieakablo enjoyiiient of I’eregiine and the lady, who 
laughed theifiselvcs almost into convulsions at the joke. Jlurnbeck, 
confoiinded at the mistake he had committed, begged pardon of the 
injured tutor with great contrition, protesting that the blow ho had 
so unfortunately received w'^as intended for an ugly cur, which he 
thought had posted himself under the table. It was lucky for him 
that there was actuallj' a dog in the room, to justify this excuse, 
wdiicli Jolter atlmitted wdth tne tears running over his checks, and 
the economy of the table was recomposed. 

As soon, however, as the strangers could with decency withdraw, 
this suspicious husband took his leave of the youth, on pretence f)f 
being fatigued with his journey, after having, by wayUf conipliineiit, 
lirojioBed that they should travel together next day ; and Peregrine 
handed the lady to her chamber, wliere bo wis^iied her good night 
with another warm stjueezo, which she returned. This favourable 
hint made his heart Ixmnd with a transport of joy : he lay in wait 
for an oiiportunity of declaring himself ; and seeing the husband go 
down into the yard with a candle, glided softly into his apartment, 
where ho found her almost undressed. Impelled by the impetuosity 
of his passion, which was still more infiamed by her present luscious 
appearance, and encouraged by the approbatioii she had already 
expressed, he ran towards her with eagerness, crying, Zounds! 
madam, your cliarms are irresistible 1 ’ and without further Cere¬ 
mony would have clasped her in his arms, bad she nut begged him 
for the love of God to retire ■ for shoul^ Mr. Hornbeck return and 
find him there, she would be undone for ever. He was not so 
blinded by his passion, hut that he saw the reasonableness of her 
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fear ; and as Ije could not pretend to crown his wishes at that inter¬ 
view, he avowed himself lier lover, assured her tliJIt he would 
exhaust his wholo invcmtion in finding a proper opportunity for 
throwing himself at her foot; and in tho mean' time ho ravished 
sundry small favouw, which she, in tho hurry of her fright, could 
not withhold from his inifudouco of address. Having thus happily 
settled the preliminaries, he withdrew to his own chamber, and 
spent the Avhole niglit in contriving, stratagems to elude tho jealous 
caution of his fellow-traveller. 


CiiAi* XXXVin.—Thoy Hel in conpany, brpakffist at Abbp\ ill?, din® at Aniinns, and, 
about oloven o'clock, aviiv® at <3iiiintilly, whore Peregriu® oxccutca a Phu which he had 
coiicorted upon llonibcck. ^ 

The whole com[)any by agreemeno ro.se .and dejuirtod before djiy, 
and breakfasted at Abbeville, where they became ac«iuaintcd with 
the finesso of tlieir Bern,ly landlord, who had imposed U])on tjiein, « 
in afiirniin^ that they would not have been .idmitted after tho gates 
■w'ere shut. From thcuco they proceeded to Ainieiis, wln;re they 
dined, and wewj pestered by begging fria/s ; and the roads being 
deep, it was eleven o’eloi;k at night l;ef<)Ve they reached Chantilly, 
where they found supper already dressed, in ennsoquenee of having 
dc.spatchod the valet-do-eliauibre before them on horseback. 

The constitution t>f Iltirnbeck being very much impaTrod by a life 
of inegidiU'ity, lie found liim-self so fatigued with his day’s joutney, 
which amounted to upwards of a hundred mih's, that when he sat 
down at table, ho could ac.ivee sit upright; .and in less than three 
minutes began to nod in In.s chair, roregriiie, who liad foreseen 
and provided for tliis occasion, advised Jmu to oAhilarato his spirits 
■with a glas.s of wine ; and the proposal heing embraced, tipped his 
valet de-cliambi'o the wink, wlio, according to tho instructions ho 
had received, qualitied ihe Burgundy w'itli thirty diops of laudanum, 
which this unfortunate husband swallowed in one glass, Tho dose, 
co-operating witli liis former drowsiness, lulled him so fast asleep, 
as it were instantaneously, that it was founvl necessary to convey 
him to his own chanitier, where, his footman undressed and jmt him 
to bed ; nor was .Toltor (naturally (if a sluggish di.sposition) able to 
resist his iiroponsity to sleep, without suffering divers dreadful 
yaw'ns, which #mcouraged his pupil to administer tho same dose to 
him, which had operated so successfully upon the other Argus, 
This cordLal had not such gentle tiffoct upon the rugged organs of 
Jolter as upon tho more delicate nerves of Hornhock ; but discovered 
itself in certain iifvoluntary startings, juid convulsive motions in 
the muscles of his face ; and when his nature at liyigth yielded to 
the power of this medicine, ho sounded the trumpet so loud through 
his nostrils, that our adventurer was afrud the noise would wake his 
other patient, and consequeijtly proveuy tho'accoraplishment of his 
aim. The governor was therefore com'initted to tlie care of *Pipes, 
who lugged him into the next room, and, having strippq^ off his 

L 
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clothes, tumbled him into his nest, while the two lovers remained 
at full liberty to indulge their mutual passion. 

Peregrine, in the imi)atience of his inclination, would have finished 
the fate of Hornbeck immediately ; but his inamorata disapproved 
of his intention, and represented that their«being together by them¬ 
selves for any length of time would 1)0 observed by her servant, who 
was kept as a 8i)y upon her actions; so that they had recourse to 
another scheme, which was exetSuted in this manner. Ho conducted 
her into her own apartment, in presence of her footman, who lighted 
them thither, and wishing her good rest, returned to his own 
chamber, where he waited till everything was quiet in the house ; 
then stealing softly to her door, which had lA.*eii left open for his 
lulmission in the dark, he found the husband still secure in the 
embraces of sleoj), and (ho lady in a loose gown, ready to seal his 
happiness. He conveyed her to his own chamber ; but his guilty 
passion was nt»t gratified. 

The opium which had been given to Joltcr, together with the wine 
ho Iwid drunk, produced such a perturbation in his fanijy, that he 
was visited with horrible dreams ; and, among other miserable 
situations, imagined himself in danger of perishing in tho flames, 
which ho thought had taken hold on his apartmedc. This vision 
made such an impression upon his faculties, that he alarmed the 
whole house with tho rci)eated ones of “ Fire ! fire ! ” and even 
leaped out ^f his bed, though he still continued fast asleep. The 
loveM were very disagreeably disturbed by this dreadfiul exclamation; 
and Mrs. Hornbeck, running in great confusion to the door, liad the 
mortification to see the footman, with a light in his hand, enter her 
husband’s chamber, in order to give him notice of this accident. 
She knew that she would be instantly missed, and could easily 
divine the consequence, unless her invention could immediately 
trump up some plausible excuse for her absence. 

Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in cases of such 
emergency : she employed but a few seconds in recollection, and, 
rushing directly towards the apartment of the governor, who still 
continued to halloo in the same note, exclaimed, In a screaming 
tone, “ Lord have mercy upon us ! where ! where ! ” By this timo, 
all the servants werjo assembled in strange attfre : Peregrine burst 
into Jolter’s room, and seeing him stalking in his shirt with his eyes 
shut, bestowed such a slap upon his back, as in a moment dissolved 
his dream, and reBtt>red him to the use of his sei&es. He was 
astonished and ashamed at being discovered in such an indecent 
attitude ; and, taking refuge under the clothes, asked pardon of all 
present for tho disturbance he had occasioned : soliciting, with great 
humility, the forgiveness <'<f the lady, who, to a miracle, counter¬ 
feited tho utinast agitation of terror and surprise. Meanwhile 
Hornbeck, being awakened by the repeated efforts of ^his 'man, no 
sooner understood thui^ his wife was missing, than all the chimeras 
of jealousy taking possossioli of his imagination, he started up in a 
sort of*frenzy, and, snatching his sword, flow straight to Poregrine's 
ohambercj whore, though he found not that which he looked for, he 
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unluckily perceived an under-petticoat, which his wife had forgot in 
the hurry of her retreat. This discovery added fuel td the flame of 
his resentment. He seized the fatal proof of his dishonour, and, 
meeting hi? spouse in her return to bod, presented it to her view, 
saying, with a most e^iressivo countenance, “ Madam, you have 
dropiHjd your under-petilcoat in the next room.” 

Mrs. Hornbeck, who inherited from nature a most admirable 
presence of mind, looked earnestly at the object in question, and, 
with incredible serenity of countenance, affirmed that the petticoat 
must belong to t^io house, for she had none such in her possession. 
Peregrine, who walked behind her, hearing this asseveration, imme¬ 
diately intur[)oscd, Snd pulling Hoinbeck by the sleeve into his 
chamber, “Gadszooks ! ” said he, “ what business had you with that 
petticoat? Can’t you let a young fellow I’lijoy a little amour with 
an innkeeper’s daugiTtcr, witlioui exptising Ins inhriuitius to your 
wife? Pshaw; that’s so malicious, because you have <[uittod these 
adventures yourself, to spoil the sport of other people.’’ 

The poi^r husband was .so confounded at the ell'rontery of hisTwifo, 
and this cavalier declaration of the young man, that his faith began 
to vravor ; ho distrusted his own conscious diliidence of temper, 
which, that he might not evpose, he expressed no doubts of Poro- 
grine’s veracity; but, asking pardon for the mistake ho hud com¬ 
mitted, retired. He wms not yet satislic-d with the behaviour of 
his ingenious hel])mate, but on tbe contrary determined to inquire 
more minutely into the circumstances of thi.s adventure, jvliich 
turned out so little to his satisfaction, that lie orilored his servant 
to get everytliing ready for his dejiarturo by break of, day ; and 
when our adventurer ro.se next morning, ho found that his fellow- 
travellers were gone above three hours, though they had agreed to 
stay all the forenoon, with a view of seeing the ])rinco of Condo's 
palace, and to proceed all together for Paris in the afternoon. 

Peregrine was a little chagrined, when he understood that he 
was BO suddenly deprived of this untasted morsel ; and Jolter could 
nf)t conceive the moaning of their abrupt and uncivil disappearance, 
which, after tnauy profound conjectures, he accounted for, by 
supposing that Hornbeck was some sharper who had run away 
with an heiress, wliom he found it necessary to conceal from the 
inquiry of her friends. The pupil, who was well assured of the 
true motive, allowed his governor to enjoy the trimiiph of his own 
penetration,*^nd consoled himself with the hope of seeing his 
dulcinen again at some of the public places in Paris, which he pro¬ 
posed to frequent. Thus comforted, ho visited the magnificent 
stables and palacg of Cliantilly, and immediately after dinner set 
out for Pari?, where they arrived in tlijp evening, and hired apart¬ 
ments at an hotel in the Faubourg St. jCrermaine, udt far from the 
playhouse. 
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Chai’. XXXIX —Ho is Involvrd in an Adventure at Paris, and taken Prlsimor by tlio City 
Guard—DecumoB acquainted witli a FroucL Nobleman, who introduces him in the Beau 
Monde. n 

They were no sooner settled in these lodghigs, than our hero wrote 
to his uncle an account of their safe arrival, and sent another letter 
to his friend Gauntlet, with a veiy tender billet inclosed for his dear 
Emilia, to whom he repeated all his former vows of constancy and 
love. 

The next care tliat engrossed liim was that of bespeaking several 
suits of clotlves suitable to the French mode ; aiul, in the mean 
time, he never ajipeared abroad, except in the English coffee-house, 
where he soon became accpiainlod with som^ of his own country¬ 
men, who were at Paris on the same footing with himself. The 
third evening after liis journey, he was engaged in a jiarty of those 
young s])arks, at the house of a noted fudfevr, whose wife was 
remarkaldy handsome, and otlierwiso extremely well <j«aliliod for 
alluring customers to her house. To this l;nly our young gentle¬ 
man was introduced as a stranger fresh fiom England ; and ho 
was channed with her personal acooinplishments, as well as with 
the freedom and gaiety of lier conversation. Her frank deportment 
persuaded him that slio was one of those kind creatures who granted 
favours to tlrj best bidiler : on tliis siniposition ho hegan to be so 
importunate in bis addresses, that the fair hom (jfvif-tywtxs compelled 
to cry aloud in defence of her own virtue. Her husband ran imme¬ 
diately to her assistance, and finding her in a veiy alarming 
situation, flew uiion her ravislier with such fury, that he was fain 
to (juit his jirey, and turn agaiiLst the exasjierated fraifmr, whom 
ho imnished without merej' for his impudent intrusion. The 
lady, seeing lier j'oke-fellow trc.ited with so little respect, espoused 
his cause, and, fixing her nails in his antagonist’s face, Beatified all 
one side of his nose. The noise, of this encounter broimht all the 
servants of the house co the rescue of their master ; and Peregrine’s 
company ojiposing them, a general battle ensued,''in which the 
French were totally routed, the wife inaultecj, and the husband 
kicked downstairs. 

The iiublican, enraged at the indignity which had been offered 
to liim and his family, went out into the street, and^inijilorcd the 
protection of the f/urt, or city guard, which having heard his com¬ 
plaint, fixed their bayonets and suiTounded the door, to'the number 
of twelve or fourteen. The young gentlemen, flushed with their 
success, and considering the soldiers as .so many Ifondon watchmen, 
whom they had often] put th flight, drew their swords, and sallied 
out, with Peregrine at their head. Whether the guard respected 
them as foreigners, or inex]’ orienced youths intoxicated with liipior, 
they opened to right and lei't, and gave them room to pass without 
opposition. This complaisakce, which Hvas the effect of compassion, 
being misinterpreted by the English leader, he, out of mere 
wantonnCiSs, attempted to trip up the heels of the soldier that stood 
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next him, but failed in the execution, and received a blow on his 
breast with the biitt-cnd of a fusil, tliat made him sttiggor several 
paces backward. Tucensod at this audacious application, the whole 
company charged the detachment sword in hand ; and, after an 
obstinate engagement,* in which divers wounds were given and 
received, every soul of tlicm wa.s taken, and conveyed to the main- 
guard. The commanding oflicer being ma<lo acquainted w'ith tho 
circum8tance.s of the quarrel, in sonsideration of their youth and 
national ferocity, for which Ihe French make large allowances, set 
them all at liberty, after liaving gently ruhukod them for the 
irregularity and insolence of tlif'ij’ conduct; so tliat all our hero 
acKjuired by his gallflntry and courage, w’as a nuinher of scandalous 
marks upon hi.s visage that contined linn a whole week to his 
chamber. It was impossible to conceal tliis disa.stev from Mr. 
Jolter, who, having obtained inlcibgenco ol tho particulars, did not 
fail to remonstrate against the I’ashiiess of the aclvcnturo, wJiich, he 
observed, niu.st have been fatal to them, had their enemies been 
other th%n Frenchmen, who, of all people under the sun^ most 
rigorously observe the law.s of hosjnt.nlity. 

As the governor’s accjnaintancc lay chiefly among Irish and 
Plnglisli ])ricsts, and a sot of low poojdo who live by making 
tliem.selves nccc.s.saiy to .strangers, either in teaching Uio French 
language, or executing small commi.ssit)ns with which tlioy are 
intrusted, ho was not the most proper jicrsou in ^ho world for 
rogLilating tlm taste of a young gentli'inau who travelled for 
improvement, in expectati(iu f>f making a figure one day in his 
own country. Being con.scious of liis own incapacity, he contented 
liinisolf Avith tlio oflico of a steward, and kept a faitliful account 
of all the money that was disbur.sed in tlie course of their family 
expense : not but that he was aeijuainf.od ivith all tho places which 
were visited by strangers on their first arrival at Paris ; and ho 
knew to a hard Avhat was commonly given to tlic Swiss of each 
remarkable hotel; though, Avitli respect to the curious painting 
and statuary that everyw'luTC abounded in that metropolis, lie was 
moi’o ignoraift. than the domestic tli.al atteiuls for a livre a day. 

In short, Mr. J( Iter could give a very good account of the stages 
on tho road, amf save tho expense of Antouini’s detail of the 
curiosities in Paris ; he was a connoisseur in tudinarics, from twelve 
to fivc-iuid-thirty li\re.s, l;now all the rates of a fuu-re and nnn'se^ 
could dispufe with a ta/llrar or a tratfcur upon the articles of his 
bill, and scold the servants in tolerable French. But the laws, 
customs, and genius of tho people, tlie characters of individuals, 
and scones of pplishod life, were subjects wliich ho had neither 
opportunities to observe, inclination jo consider, nor discernment 
to distinguish. All his maxims weroj the suggcsiifins of pedantry 
and prejudice ; so that his perception was obscured, his judgment 
biassed, his address aw'kward, and «is conversation absurd and 
unentortaining ; yet such «,3 I have represented this tuto^ are the 
greatest p:u't of those animals who lead raw boys about tao world, 
under the denomination of travelling governors. tf*eregrino, 
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therefore, boiiig perfectly well acquainted with the extent of Mr. 
Julter’s abilHuies, never dreamt of consulting him in the disposition 
of his conduct, but parcelled out his time according to the dictates 
of his own rellection, and the information and direction of his coin- 
I)anions, who had lived longer in France; and consecjuently were 
bettor acquainted with the pleasures of thctplacc. 

As soon as he was in a condition to appear a la Fran^aiar.^ he 
hired a genteel chariot by the month, made the tour of the Luxem¬ 
bourg gallery, Palais Royal, all the remarkable hotels, churches, 
and celebrated places in l*aris ; visited fcst. Cloud, IVlarli, Yersailles, 
Trianon, St. Germaino, and Fontainebleau ; enjoyed the opera, 
masquerades, Italian and French comedy; and seldom failed of 
appearing in the public walks, in hopes of meeting with Mrs. 
Hornbeek, or some adventure suited to his romantic disjwsition. 
He never doubted that his person would attract the notice of some 
distinguished inamorata, and was vain enough to believe that few 
female hearts were able to resist the artillery of bis accompliah- 
lucntaj should ho once find an opportunity of planting itwto advan¬ 
tage. He presented himself, however, at all the spectacles ior 
many weeks, without reaping the fruits of his cx[)ectation ; and 
began to entertain a very indifieient idea of the French discern- 
jnunt, which had overlooked him so long, when one day, in his 
way to the opera, his chariot was stopped hy an embarrus in the 
street, occasi<ined by two peasants, who having driven their carts 
against each otlior, quarrelled, and went to logge^/heads on the 
spot. Such a rencounter is so uncommon in France, that the people 
shut up their shops, and from their i^iudows throw cold water 
up<m the combatants, with a view of putting an end to the battle, 
which was maintained with great fury and very little skill, until 
one of them receiving an accidental fall, the other took the 
advantage of this misfortune, and, fastening upon him as ho lay, 
began to thump the pavement with his head. 

Our hero’s equipage being detained close by the field of this 
contention, Pijios could not boar to see the laws of boxing so scan¬ 
dalously transgressed, and, leaping from his statioh, pulled the 
offender from his antagonist, whom ho raised up,^and in the English 
language encouraged to a second essay, instructing him at the 
same time, by clenching his fists according to art, and putting 
himself in a proper attitude. Thus confirmed, the enraged carman 
sprang upon his foe, and in all appearance would have effectually 
revenged the injury ho had sustained, if he had not been prevented 
by the interposition of a lacciuoy belonging to a nobleman, whose 
coach w'as obliged to halt in consequence of tlm disxiute. This 
footman, who was ^distinguijithed by a cane, descending from his 
post, without thooleast cerenmny or ex^iostulation, began to employ 
his weapon upon the head lioid shoulders of the peasant who had 
been patronized by Pipes; ^pon which, Thomas, resenting such 
ungenerous behaviour, bestowed such s. stouuicher upon the offi¬ 
cious inlcrmeddler, as discomposed the whole economy of his 
entrails, a%td obliged him to discharge the interjection Ah 1 with 
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demonstrations of groat anguish and amazement. The other t^o 
footmen who stood behind the coach, seeing their JEgllow-scrvant 
so insolently assaulted, flow to his assistance, and rained a most 
disagreeable shower ui)on the head of his aggressor, who had no 
means of diverson or do4'oiicc. 

Peregrine, though helrli<l imt approve of Tom’s conduct, could 
not bear to see him so roughly handled, especially as he thought 
his own honour concerned in the /ray ; and therefore, quitting his 
machine, came to tho rescue of his attendant, and charged his 
adversaries sword in hand. Two of them no sooner perceived this 
reinforcement, than they betook themselves to flight ; and Pipes, 
having twisted the (!iiue out of tho hands of the third, belaboured 
him so unmercifully, that our hero thought })roper to interpose his 
authoi’ity in his behalf. The common pei>ple stood agliast at this 
unprecedented boldifbss of Pickb;, aiio understanding that tho 
person wdioso servants he had disciplined w.as a general and prince 
of the blood, wont up to the coaeh, and asked pardon for what ho 
had donc^ imputing his own behaviour to his ignorance qf the 
other’s quality. The <jld nobleman accepted of his apology Avith 
great politeness, thanking him for the trouble ho had taken to 
reform tho Aanners of his domestics ; and guessing from our 
youth’s appoaratico tliat lie was some stranger of condition, very 
courteously invited liim into tho coach, on tho supposition that 
they were both going to tho opor.v. Pickle gladly ^inbriicod this 
opportunity of becoming acquainte.d ivith a iierson of such rank, 
and, ordering his own chariot to folloiv, accompanied the c(9unt to 
his /c'/yc, Avhere he conversed Avith him during tho Avholo enter¬ 
tainment. 

Ho soon perceived that Peregriuo was not deficient in sjiirit or 
sense, and scorned particularly pleased Avith his engaging manner 
and easy deportment, (pialiJicati()ii.s for which tho English nation 
is by no means remarkable in Prance, and therefore the more 
conspicuous aii<l agreeable in the character of our hero, whom the 
nobleman carried home that same evening, and introduced to his 
lady and several persons of fashion who supped at his house. 
Peregrine was quite captivated by their aflable behaviour and tho 
vivacity of their discourse ; and, after having been honoured with 
particular marks of consideration, took his leave, fully determined 
to cultivate such a valuable acipuiintance. 

His vaniPy suggested, that noAv the time Avas come when he 
should profit by his talents among tho fair sex, on whom he re¬ 
solved to employ his utmost art and Jiddross. With this view he 
assiduously engaged in all parties to A,vhich ho liad access by means 
of his noble friend, who let slip no *)]>portuiiity of gratifying his 
ambition. He for some time shareij in all his amusements, and 
was entertained in many of tho best fimilies of Hraiico ; but he did 
not long enjoy that elevation of hlpo, which had Ottered his 
imagination. Ho soon piffccived that it Avould be impossible to 
maintain the honourable connections he had made, without en¬ 
gaging every day at quadrille, or, in other words, losingjiis money; 
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for every person of rank, whether male or female, was a professed 
gamester, who knew and practised all tlie hnesse of the art, of 
which he was entirely ignorant. Besides, he began to find himself 
a mere novice in French gallantry, which is supported by an ama¬ 
zing volubility of tongue, and obsequious And incredible attention 
to tnUo.s, a surprising faculty of laughing but of pure c(unplaisance, 
and a nothingness of conversation which ho could never attain. In 
short, our hero, who among his own countrymen would have passed 
for a sprightly, entertaining fellow, was considered in the brilliant 
assemblies of France as a youth of a very ])hlegTiiatic disposition. 
No wonder, then, that his lu-ido was mortified at his own want of 
importance, which ho did not fail to ascribe to'their defect in point 
of judgment and taste. He conceived a disgust at the mercenary 
conduct, as well as the shallow intellects, of ^ the ladies ; and after 
he had spent some months, and a round sum of money, in fruitless 
attendance and addresses, he fairly qxiitted the pursuit, and con¬ 
soled himself "with I he conversation of a merry ydh- de. joic, whoso 
good graces he ac(piii'cd by an allowance oi twenty louis per month. 
That he might the inore easily alford tins ox[»eiiHe, he dismissed 
his chariot and French lacquey at the same time. ^ 

He then entered himself in a noted academy, in order to lini.sh 
his exercises, and contracted an aecpiaintance with a few' sensible 
jieople, Tvhom ho distinguished at the cofibe-liousii and ordinary to 
which he re8(^ted, and who contributed not a little to the improve¬ 
ment of his knowledge and taste ; for, prejudice apftrt, it must bo 
owned that Franco abounds wnth men of consummate honour, pro¬ 
found sagacity, and the most libci’al education. From the conv'er- 
sation of such, he obtained a distinct idea of their government and 
constitution ; and though he could not help admiring the excellent 
order and economy of their police, the result of all his in(|uiries 
was self-congratulation on his title to the privileges of a British 
subject. Indeed this invaluable birthright was rendered conspi¬ 
cuous by such flagrant occurrences, which fell cveiy day almost 
under his observation, that nothing but the grossest prejudice 
could dispute its existence. 


Chap. XL.— AcqntroB a distinct Idea of tlio Frcndi Oovernmprit -Quarrels nith a 
MouBquotaire, n-Luiu lie aHerwarda and ^uiiqiiialu'S, after havitg liuuitilit'il him 

for interfering in bis anioruiia f^ecreatiou:). 

AMO^’^o many other instances of the .same nature, I bclievo it will 
not be amiss to exhibit a few spociniciis of their administration, 
which happened during his /abode at Paris ; that tlioso w'ho have 
not the opportunity of obserjoring for themselves, or are in danger 
of being influenced by misrgpresental ion, may compare their own 
condititin with that of their lieighbours, and do justice to the con¬ 
stitution under which they live. * 

A lady of distinguished character having been lampooned by 
some obscitrc scribbler, who could not bo discovered, the miniatiy; 
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in consequence of her complaint, ordered no fewer than five-and- 
twenty abb^s to be apprehended and sent to the Bastille, on the 
maxim of Herod, when he commanded the innocents to be mur¬ 
dered, hoping tliat the principal object of his cruelty would not 
escape in the general canunity ; and tlio friends of those unhappy 
prisoners durst not evon^coinplain of the unjust persecution, but 
shrugged up their shoulders, and in silence deplorerl their misfor¬ 
tune, uncertain whether or not they should ever set eyes on them 
again. 

About the same time a gentleman of family, who had becji op- 
])ressed by a certain ppAverful duke that lived in the ncigld^ourliood, 
found means to bo introduced to tlie king, who, receiving liis peti¬ 
tion very graciously, asked in Avliat regiment lie served ; and Avlien 
the memorialist answered that he had not the honour (»f being in 
the service, returned tlio paper un.'[)enod, and refused to hoar one 
circuinstauco of his complaint; so that, far from being redressed, 
lie remained more than ever expf)scd to the tyranny of his ojApres- 
Bors ; nay,* BO notorious is the discouragement (jf all thnse*who 
presume l.o live independent of court favour and connociions, that 
one of the gentlemen, ivhose fiiondship Peregrine cultivated, 
frankly owned he ivas in jXAsaessioii of a most romantic pkico in 
Olio of the pi'(tvinceB, and deojdy enaiiKuirod of a countiy life ; and 
yet ho dui st not reside upon his own e.state, lest, by slackening in 
his attendance upon the great, ivlio honoured him ivitJi their pro¬ 
tection, he slioifld fall a prey to some rapacious intendaiit. , 

As for the common jicojilc, they are so much iiinrod to the 
scourge and insolence of poivur, that every sli.abby subaltern, every 
beggarly cadet of the nnhiesse, every low retainer to the court, in¬ 
sults and injures them with impunity, A certain ccuyor, or horse- 
dealer belonging to the king, being one day under the hands of a 
barber, who liappened to cut the head of a pimjilc on his face, he 
started up, and drawing Ins sw'ord, Avoundeil him desperately in 
the shoulder. Tlio poor tradesman, hurt :i.s he was, made an effort 
to retire, and was followed by this barbarous assassin, who, not 
contented with the vengeance ho had taken, plunged Ids sword a 
second time into lij^ body, and killed liini on the spot. Having 
performed this inhuman exploit, he dressed himself with great 
deliberation, and, going to Versailles, iiiimodiately obtained a par¬ 
don for what Jio had done ; triumphing in his brutality with such 
insolence, tliac the very next time he had occasion to be sliavcd ho 
sat with his sword ready drawn, in order to repeat the inurdor, in 
case the barber should commit tlio same mistake. Yet so tamed 
arc those poor people to subjection, that when Peregrine mentioned 
this assassination to his own trimmer, Iwith expressions of horror 
and detestation, the infatuated wretcll replied, iJliat without all 
doubt it was a miafortuno, but it procc,5eded fi-oni the gentleman’s 
passion; and observed, by way of erK^imium on the government, 
that such vivacity is never i:ftinished in Franco, 

A few days after this outrage was committed, our youUi, who 
was a professed enemy to all oppression, being in one oP the first 
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loges at the comedy, was eye-witness of an adventure which filled 
him with * indignation: a tall, ferocious fellow, in tho parterre, 
without tho least provocation, but prompted by the mere wauton- 
ness of pride, took hold of tho hat of a very decent young man who 
happened to stand before him, and twivl^ed it round upon his head. 
Tho i>arty thus ofiended turned to his aggressor, and civilly asked 
tho reason of such treatment: but ho received no answer; and 
when he looked the other way, the insult was repeated: upon 
which ho expressed his resentment as became a man of s])irifc, and 
desired tho oflender to walk out with him. No sooner did ho thus 
signify his intention, than liis adversary, swelling with rage, 
cocked Ins hat liorcoly in his face, and, hieing his hands in his 
sides, pronounced, with tho most imperious tone, “Hark ye, Mr, 
Round Periwig, you must know that 1 am a mousf/uetaire.'’ 
Scarce had this awful woid escaped from his lips, when the blood 
forsook the lips of tho poor challenger, who, with tho most abject 
submission, begged pardon for his presumption, and with difficidty 
obtained it, on condition that he should iminediattdy quit the 
place. Having thus exerci.sed his aurbority, ho turned to one of 
his companions, and, with an air of disdainful riilicule, told him 
he was like to have had an allair with a bunnjcois; a»‘tduig, by 
way of heightening the irony, “Egad ! 1 believe he’s a phy.sician.” 

Our hero was so much shocked and irritated at this licentious 
behaviour, ^liat he could not- .suj^picss liis resentment, which ho 
manifested hy saying to tliis Hector, “Hir, a physician may bo a 
man*^ of honour.” To this iviuon.strance, which was delivered with 
a very siguilicant countenance, tho innK&quctaite made no other 
reply, but that of eelioing his assertion with a loud laugh, in which 
he was joined by his confederates. Peregrine, glowing with re¬ 
sentment, called him a /nufaicn, and withdrew' in expectation of 
being followed into the street. Tlie other understood tlio hint; 
and a rencounter must have ensued, had not tho ofiicer' of the 
guard, Avlio overheard what passed, prevented their meeting by 
putting the viousquelnire immediately under arrest. Our young 
gentleman waited at the door of the parterre, until he was informed 
of this interposition, and then went home very much chagrined at 
his disappointment; for he w'as an utter stranger to fear and diflj- 
dence on those occasions, and had set his heart upon chastising the 
insolence of this bully, who had treated him with such disrespect. 

This adventure w as not so private but that it relied the ears 
of Mr. Jolter by ilio canal of some English gentlemen who were 
present when it happened ; and the governor, who entertained a 
most dreadful idea of the vvuaqueiams, beyig alarmed at a 
quarrel, tlie consequence rf which might he fatal to his charge, 
waited on the* British ai ibassador, and begged ho would take 
Peregrine under his imme* iate protection. His excellency, having 
heard the circumstances on the dispute, sent one of his gentlemen 
to invito the youth to dinner; and after having assured him that 
he miglit depend upon his countenance and regard, represented tho 
rashness*and impetuosity of his conduct so much to his conviction, 
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that ho promised to act more circumspectly for the future, and 
drop all thoughts of the viouhiiueiaire from that moment* 

A few days after ho had taken this laudable resolution, Pipes, 
who had carried a billet to his mistress, informed him that ho had 
perceived a laced hat lyitjg upon a marble slab in her apartment; 
and that when sho came*out of her own chamber to receive the 
letter, sho appeared in manifest disorder. From these hints of 
intolligonce, our young gentleman «uspcctoil, or rather made no 
doubt of, lier infidelity ; and being by this time well nigh cloyed 
with possession, was not sorry to lind slio had given him cause to 
renounce her correspondence. 'J hat he might therefore detect her 
in the very breach ol duty, and at the same time punish tho 
gallant who Imd tJie prcsum])ti()n to invade his territories, he con¬ 
certed with himself a plan w'hich was oxeenfod in this manner. 
During his next interview with hi:, duminca, far from discovering 
the least sign of jealousy or discontent, ho affected tlie appearance 
of extraordinary bjndness ; and, after having .^pent the afternoon 
with the sl«>w of uncommon satisfaction, told her ho was engjiged 
in a party for Fontainebleau, and would set out from Paris that 
same evening ; ^o that he .should not have tho plea.suve of seeing 
her again for .some days. 

Tire lady, who was very rvcll versed in the arts of her occupa¬ 
tion, pretended to rccoivo this jiiece of news wilh great aflliction, 
and conjured liim, with such marlvs of real tcnderncaa, to return 
as soon as possifile to lior longing arms, that he went aivay alpiost 
convinced of her sineerif.y. Determined, however, to prosecute 
his scheme, he actually departed from l*aris with two or three 
gentlemen of his acquaintanco, who harl hired a remisp, for a jaunt 
to Versailles ; and having accompanied iJicm as far as the village 
of Passe, I’otunred in the dusk of the evenmg on foot. 

He waited impatiently till midnight, and then, arming himself 
with a brace of pocket-pistols, and attended by trusiy Tom with 
a cudgel in his hand, repaired to the lodgings of las suspected 
inamorata. Having given l^ipes hi.s cue, he knocked gently at the 
door, which wa^ no sooner opened by the lacijuey, than he bolted 
in, before the fello\j could recollect himself from the confusion 
occasioned by hi.s unexpected appearance ; and, leaving Tom to 
guard the door, ordered tho trembling valet to liglrt him upstairs 
into his lady’s apartment. The first object that pre.sented itself to 
his view, when he entered the antechamber, was a sword uiion the 
table, which he immediately seized, exclaiming, in a loud and 
menacing voice, that his mistress was false, and then in bed with 
another gallant, whom ho would instantly put to death. This 
declaration, confirmed by many terrible oaths, ho calculated for 
the hearing of his rival, who, understanding his aaiiguinaiy pur¬ 
pose. started up in great trepidation, and, naked as he was, dropped 
from the balcony into the street, while Peregrine thundered at the 
door for admitbrnce, and, guessing his design, gave him an yppor- 
timity of making this precqritate retreat. Pipes, who stood sentinel 
at the door, observing tire fugitive descend, attaoked him ^ith his 



172 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


cudgel ; and sweating him from one end of the street to the other, 
at last coHunittcd him to the by whom he w^aa conveyed to 

the oflicor on duty in a most disgraceful and deplorable condition. 

Meanwhile Perogiino, having burst open the chamber door, 
found the lady in the utmost dread ^,Vid consternation, and the 
spoils of her favourite scattered about the rof)m ; but his resent¬ 
ment was doubly gratified, when ho learned, upon inquiry, that 
the person who had been so *disagrccably interrupted was no other 
than that individual momqtiefaire with wdioui ho had quarrelled 
at the comedy, lie upbraided the nymph with her perfidy and 
ingratitude ; and telling her that she must not expect the con¬ 
tinuance of his regard, or the ajjpointments wliieh she had hitherto 
enjoyed from his bounty, went home to his own lodgings, overjoyed 
at the issue of the adventure. 

The soldier, exasiieratod at the disgrace ho had nndcrg<nie, as 
well as the outrageous insult of the English valet, whom ho 
believed his master had tutored for that purpose, no sooner oxtri- 
caWed himself fi’om the opprobrious situation he Imd incurred, 
than, breathing vengeance against the author of the afFri'ut, he 
came to Peregrine’s apartment, and di'inaiided fiatisfaction ujion 
the ranqiarts next morning before sunrise. Our hero assured 
him ho would not fail to pay his respiicts to him at the tune and 
place appointed ; and foreseeing that lie might he prevented from 
keeping tliis engagement by the oflicious care (U' his governor, who 
3a\x the mo}(sqin‘taire. come in, he told Mr. .loiter,*V-hat the French¬ 
man had visited him in consequence of an order he had received 
from his superiors, to make an apology for his rude behaviour to 
him in the playhouse, and that they had parted very good friends. 
This assurance, together with Pickle’s Iramiuil and unconcerned 
behaviour through the day, quieted the terrors which had begun 
to take possession of his tutor’s imagination ; so that the jouth had 
an opportunity of giving him the slip at night, when he betook 
himself to the lodgings of a friend, whom he engaged as his second, 
and with whom he immediately took the field, in order to avoid 
the search which Joiler, upon missing him, might set on foot. 

This was a necessary prec.aution ; for as *ho did not appear at 
supper, and Pi])es, who usually attended him in his excursions, 
could give no account of his motions, the governor was dreadfully 
alarmed at his absence, .and ordered his man to nmin quest of his 
master to all the places which he used to frequent, ivhilo lie liim- 
sclf went to the commissairey and, communicating his suspicions, 
was accommodated with a jiarty of tlio horse-guards, who patrolled 
round nil the environs of tlio city, with a view of iireventiiig the 
rencounter. ^ Pipes might have directed them to the lady, by 
whose inforinrfvion they could have learned the name and lodgings 
of the raomquetairey and if he had been apprehended the duel 
would not have happened; but he did not choose to run the risk 
of disobliging his master by intermeddling in the affair, and was 
moreover veiy desirous tlnat the Frenchman should be humbled; 
for he hever doubted that Peregrine was more than a match for any 
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t\ro men in Frjinee. In this confidence, therefore, he sought his 
master with groat diligence, not with a view of diaapp#inting his 
intention, but in order to attend him to the battle, that ho might 
stand by him, and see justice done. 

While this inquiry was «airried on, our hero and his companion 
concec'ded themselves among some weeds, tliat grew on the edge of 
the parapet, a few yards from the spot where ho had agreed to 
meet the mousquatairc; land scarct; had the morning rendered 
objects distinguishable, when they perceived their men advancing 
boldly to the place. Peregrine, seeing them approach, sprang for¬ 
ward to the ground, that he iniglit have the glory of anticipating 
his antagonist; and svfords being drawn, all four were engaged in 
a twinkling. I^ickle’s eagerness had Avell nigh cost him his life; 
for, w'lthout minding liis footing, he Hew directly to liis-opposite, 
and, stumbling over a .sfonc, was av''uu(1»''] (,ij one side of Ids head 
before ho could recover his attitude. Fe.r fi'oni being dispirited at 
this check, it served (udy to animate liiiii the mure ; being endowed 
Avith uncomjfion agility, lie retnevod Ids posture in a moment; ^ind 
having parried a second thrust, returned the lunge Avith such 
incredible speed, that the soldier liad not time to resume his guard, 
but Avas iminediJltely run through the bond of Ids right arm ; and 
the .SAVord dropping out of ids hand, our hero’.s victory Avas 
complete. 

Having dospatclied his own business, and received the acknoiv- 
IcdgmeiiL of his adversary, who, Avith a look of infinite mortification, 
observed, tliat his Avas the fortune of the day, ho ran to pai’ff the 
seconds, Just as the Avoapon AA'as twisted out of his companion's 
hand ; U])oii wldeh, he took his place ; and, in all likelihood, an 
obstinate dispute Avould have ensued, had the}'’ not been inter¬ 
rupted by the guaul, at sight of whom the two Frenchmen scam¬ 
pered ofl‘. Our young gentleman and Ids friend alloAved thomsclA'os 
to be taken [irisoiicrs by the detachment Avhieli hail been sent out 
for that purpose, and Avere carried before the magistrate, who, 
having sharply reprimanded them for presuming to act in contempt 
of the laAvs, set them at liberty, in consideration of their being 
strangerLS ; cautioniii" llicin, at tlie same time, to beware of such 
exploits for the future. 

When Ferogrine returned to his own lodgings, Pipes, seeing the 
blood trickling down upon his master’s neckcloth and .solitaire, 
gave evident frikens of surprise and concern ; not for the eonse- 
qiieiiccs of the wound, Avhich he did not suppose dangerous, but for 
the glory of Old England, Avhieh lie was afraid had suffered in the 
engagement ; for he could not help saying, Avith an air of chagrin, 
as ho follovA'od the youtli into his chamVier, “ £ do siqqiose as hoiv 
you gave that lubberly Frenchman as good as ho brought.’’ 
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Orap, XLT.—Mr. .Tolcer threatens to leave him on account of his Misoonduct, which he 
promises to rectify; but hie Besolutlon Is defeated by the Impetuosity of hia Passions— 
He meets accidentally with Mrs. llornhcclc, who eUpes with him from her Husband, 
but Is restored by the Interposition of the British At^assador. 

Though Mr. Jolter was extremely well pleased at the safety of hia 
pu])il, he could not ftirgivc him for the terror and anxiety htj had 
undergone on his account; and roundly told him, that notwith- 
stantling iho inclination and attachment ho had to his person, he 
would immediately depart for England, if over ho should hear of 
his being involved in such another adventilre ; for it could not bo 
expected that ho would sacrilice his own quiet, to an unrequited 
regard for one who seemed determined to keep liirn in continual 
uneasiness and apprehension. * 

To this declaration Picklc made answer, that Mr. Jolter, by thi.s 
time, ought to be conviricetl of the attention he had always jiaid to 
hia jpaso and satisfaction ; since ho well knew Unit he hafkever looked 
upon him in the light of a friend rather than as a counsel)lU’ or 
tutor ; and desired liis comiiany in Eraiice, witli a view of pro¬ 
moting his interest, not for any einolunieiil he codld expect from 
his instruction. Tliis being the case, ho was at liberty to consult 
his own inclinations, with regard to going or staying: though ho 
^ould not l^l}) owning hiinsolf obliged by the couceru he expressed 
for his safety, and would endeavour, for his ow» sake, to avoid 
giviftg him any cause of disturbance in time to come. 

No man was more capable of moralising upon Peregrine’s mis¬ 
conduct than liimself: his reflections were extremely just and 
sagacious, and attended with no other disadvantage but tliat of 
occurring too late. He projected a ilhousand salutary schemes of 
deportment, but, like other projectors, he never had interest enough 
with the miiiistiy of his passit^ns to bring any of them to hear. He 
had, ill the heyday of his gallantry, rt'ceived a, letter from hia 
friend Gauntlet, with a kind postscript from his charming Emilia, 
but it arrived at a very unseasonable juncture, when his imagi¬ 
nation was eiigi’osscd by conquests that more agreeably flattered 
his ambition ; so that he could not find leiSnre and inclination., 
from that day, to honour the correspondence which he himself had 
solicited. His vanity had, by this time, disapproved of the on- 
gagemoiib he had contracted in the rawness and iflexperionce of 
youth ; suggesting, that lie was born to make such an important 
figure in life, as ought to raise his idc.as above the consideration of 
any such middling connections, and fix his attention upon objects 
of the most sublime attraction. These dictates of ridiculous pride 
had almost eftaqpd the remembrance of his amiable mistress, or at 
least so far warped his morals and integrity, that he actually began 
to conceive hopes of her altogether unworthy of his own character 
and her deserts. ‘ • 

Meafiwhile, being destitute of a toy for Iho d.illi.'ince of his idle 
houm, h% employed several spies, and almost every day made a tour 
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of tho public places in person, with a view of procuring intelligence 
of Mr. Horiibeck, witli whose wife ho longed to have anethor inter¬ 
view. In this course of expectation had ho exercised himself a 
whole fortnight, when, cliancing to bo at the Hospital of the 
Invalids witli a gentlemwi lately arrived from England, he no 
sooner entered the churef than he j) 0 rceived this lady, attended 
by her spouse, who at sight of our hero changed colour and looked 
another way, in order to discouragp any communication between 
them. But tho young man, who was not so easily repulsed, 
advanced with great assurance to his fellow-traveller, and, taking 
him by tho hand, expressed his satisfaction at this unexpected 
meeting ; kindly upbraiding him for liis precipitate retreat from 
Chantilly. Before Hornbook could make any reply, ho went up to 
his wife, wlioni ho complimented in tho vS-imo manner; assuring 
her, with some significant glances, he was extremely mortified 
tliat she had put it out of his power to pay his respects to her on 
his first arrival at Paris ; and tlien, turning to her husband, who 
thought premier to keep close to him in this conference, beggej^ to 
Iviiow 'where ho could have tho honour of waiting upon him ; 
observing, at the same time, that he himself lived a rAcademic 
dti Palfrmier. • 

Mr. Hornbeck, without making any apology for his fdopement 
on the road, thanked Mr. Pickle for Ins complaisance in a very cool 
and disobliging imiiiiier ; saying, lliat as ho intended ,j;o shift his 
lodgings in a day or two, ho could not expect tho jileasuro of seeing 
him, until ho sliould bo settled, when he would call at the acadfjiny, 
and conduct liim to his new liabitatioii. 

Pickle, who ivas not unacquainted with the sentiments of this 
jealous gentleman, did not put much eonfidonce in liia promise, and 
therefore made divers etlbrts to enjoy a little private conversation 
with his wife ; but ho was baffled in all his attempts by the inde¬ 
fatigable vigilance of her keoiier, and reaped no other immediate 
pleasure from this accidental mooting, than that of a kind squeeze 
while he handed her into the coach. However, as he had been 
witness to some instances of her invention, and was no stranger to 
the favourable disposition of her heart, lie entertained some faint 
hopes of profiting bj^ her understanding, and was not deceived in 
his expectation; for tho very next f(»renoon, a Savoyard called at 

the academy, and put the following billet in his hand ;— 

• 

"Cou?D SuK,—Heaving thn playsnre of inftatinR with you at the ofspital of anvIltieadB, 
J take this lubb^^rU'a of latiu you know, that I lolch at the hottail de May amg dangle rtmy 
DoglioUieten, with two poPtiB at the gait, naytlielr of uin very hole, ware 1 snail ho at the 
wlndore. If in kais you will be so good as to pass that way at sicks a cloak in the hraven- 
Ing, when Mr. Uornbcck^ues to the Calf hay de Cnntea. Prey for the loaf of Oeesus keep 
this from the nolegs of my hussban, ells h'e will mako me Iced a hell upon urth.—Being 
all from, deer Sur, your most umbell servau wile " DanotbaH HuRMipvcK." 

Oar young gentleman was ravished at the receipt of this elegant 
epistle, which was directed, A Monsr. Momr. Pickhelly a la Gad- 
damme de Paul Freny, and* did not fail to obey tho sumnkuns at 
the hour of assignation; when tho lady, true to her appointment, 
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bockoned him upstairs, and ho had the good fortune to be admitted 
unseen. • 

After the first transports of their mutual joy at meeting, she told 
him, that lier husband had been very surly and cross over since the 
adventure at Chantilly, wliich ho had not yet digested ; that lie had 
laid severe injunctions upon her to avoidlall commerce with Pickle, 
and even threatened to shut her up in a convent for life, if ever she 
should discover the least inclination to renew that acquaintance ; 
that she Jiad been cooped up in her chamber since her arrival at 
Paris, without being permitted to see the place, or indeed any 
company, except that of her landlady, whose language she did not 
understand ; so that her spirit being broIiCM, and lier health im- 
j)aired, he was prevailed upon smuc days ago to indulge her in a 
few airings, during which she had seen the gardens of the Luxem- 
hciing, the Tuileries, and I’alais Hoyal, though at tho.se times 
when there was no company in the walks ; and that it wa.s in one 
of those excursions slio had the liappincss of meeting Avith liim. 
Fin^illy, she gave him to undcrstaiicl, that rather tlian continue 
longer in such confinement with the man whom she cotild not love 
she would instantly give him the slip, and put henself under the 
protection of her lover. t 

Pash and unthinking as this declaration might bo, the young 
gentleman was so much of a gallant, tliat ho Avould not balk the 
lady’s iiiclij^iaiions ; and too infatuated hy his ])fissiou to foresee 
the consequences of such a dangerous step : ho therefore, Avithout 
hosilation, embraced the jiroposal; and the coast being clear, they 
sallied into the street, Avhere Peregrine, calling a jiarre, ordered 
the coachman to drive them to a taveim ; but kmnving it would not 
be in his power to conceal her from tlie soarcli of tlie fievfeiKiiit i/a 
police, if she should remain within the Avails of Paris, lie liired a 
remise, and carried her thai, same eA'ening to Villojuif, about four 
leagues from tOAvn, where he stayed with her all night; and having 
boarded her on a genteel pension, and settled tlie economy of Ills 
future visits, returned next day to hi.s oavii lodgings. 

While he thus enjoyed his sncces.s, her liusband endured the 
tortures of the doiuucd. When he returned from the cofleo-house, 
and understood that his wife had eloped, witiiout being perceived 
by any person in the family, ho began to rave and foam with rage 
and jealousy ; and, in the fury of distraction, accused the landlady 
of being an accomplice in her escape, threatening to toinplain of her 
to the commissaire. The woman could not conceive hoAV Mrs. 
Hornbeck, Avho slie know was an utter stranger to the French 
language, and kc])t no sort of company, could elude the caution of 
her husband, and find any refuge m a place 'Avhere she had no 
ac([iiaintancef jind began to suspect the lodger’s emotion was no 
other than an affected passion to conceal his own practices upon 
his wife, who had perhaps fallen a sacrifice to his jealous dis¬ 
position. She thereMre spared liinj the trouble of putting his 
meiiaeos into execution by going to the magistrate, without any 
farther^ deliberation, and giving an account of what slie knew 
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concerning this mysterious affair, with certain insinuations against 
Hombeck’s cliaracter, wliicli she represented as peevish and 
capricious to the last degree. 

While she thus anticipated the purjiose of the plaintiff, her 
information was ixxterrnptod by the arrival of the ^larty himself, 
who exhibited his compliwnfc witli such evident marks of. perturba¬ 
tion, anger, and impatience, that the commissaire could easily 
perceive tliat he had no share in thg disappearance of his wife, and 
directed him to the lieutenant de police, whose province it is to 
take cognizance of such occurrences. This gentleman, who presides 
over the city of Paris, having hoard the yiarliculara u£ Horn beck’s 
ini-sfortune, asked if •lie suspected any individual person as tlio 
seducer of his yoke-fellow ; and when ho mentioned Peregrine as 
the object of his suspicion, granted a warrant and a detachment of 
soldiers, to search for and retrieve Mie 

The husband conducted them imiuediaLely to tho academy wliore 
our hero lodged ; and having rmnmagod the whole place, to the 
astonishment of Mr. Joltor, without tinding either his wife or.tho 
siiiiposed ravisher, accompanied them to all the public-houses in 
the Faubourg, which having examined also without success, he 
returned to tins magistrate in a .state of desjuur, and obtained 
a promise of his making such an elteccual inquiry, that in three 
days he should liave an account of liar, pirovidod she w^as alive, and 
within the walls of Paris. 

Our adventurer, who had foreseen all thi.s disturbance, was not at 
all surprised when his governor told him what had happened,* and 
conjured him to restore the woman to the right owner, with many 
pathetic remonstrances touching the heinous sin of adultery, the 
distraction of the unfortunate husband, and the danger of incurring 
tho resentment of an arbitrary government, which, upon application 
being made, would nob fail of espousing the cause of tho injured. 
He denied, with groat effrontery, that he had the least concern in 
tho matter, pretended to resent the deportment of Hombeok, whom 
he threatened to chastise for his scandalous suspicion, and exjirc.iseil 
his displeasure at the credulity of Joltor, who seemed to doubt tho 
veracity of his asseveration. 

Notwithstanding Hlis confident behaviour, .folter could not help 
cntei'taining doubts of liis sincerity, and, visiting tho disconsolate 
swain, begged ho would, for the honour of his country, as well as 
for the salio ofi his own reputation, discontinue his addresses to the 
lieutenant de police, and apply to tho British ambassador, w’lio, by 
dint of friendly admonitions, would certainly prevail upon Mr. 
Pickle to do him all the justice in his power, if he was roallj' the 
author of the injury ho had sustained. ’Phe governor ui'gcd this 
advice with tho appearance of so much sympathjf and concern, 
promising to co-operate with all his influence in hia behalf, that 
Honibeck embraced tho jiroposal, communicated his purpose to the 
magistrate, who commended j|he resolution jfs tho most decent and 
desirable expedient he could use, and then w.aitcd upon his Excel¬ 
lency, who readily espoused his cause, and sending for th® young 

M 
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gentleman that same evening, road him such a lect;ure in private, 
as extorted a confession of the whole affair. I^ot that he assailed 
him with sour and .supercilious maxims, or severe rebuke ; because 
ho had penetration enough to discern that I’etegrine’s disposition 
was impregnable to all such attacks ; bulvlie first of all rallied him 
on his intriguing genius: then, in a InKnorous manner, described 
the distraction of the poor cuckold, who he owned was justly 
])unished for tlie absurdity ofr his conduct ; and lastly, upon the 
suiiposition that it would be no groat effort in Pickle to part with 
such a conquest, especially after it had been for some time possessed, 
laqiresented the necessity and exjiediency of restoring her, not only 
out of regard to liis own character and that of his nation, but also 
with a view to his ease, which would in a little time be very much 
invaded by such an incumbrance, that in all probability would 
involve him in a thousand difficuities and disgusts. Besides, he 
assured him that ho was already, by order of the litntmarU de police^ 
surioundod with spies, who would watch all his motions, and immo- 
diatjely discover the retreat in which he had disposed his prize. 
These arguments, and the frank familiar manner in which they were 
delivered—but, above all, the last consideration—induced the young 
gentleman to disclose the whole of his pioceeding.-, to the ambas¬ 
sador ; and he promised to be governed by his direction, provided 
the ladysJiould not siilfcr for the sLcjislie had taken, but bo received 
by her husJjand with duo reverence and respect. 'J’hese stipulations 
being agreed to, he undertook to ])roduco her i« oight-and-forty 
hours ; and, taking coach, immediately drove to the place of her 
residence, where ho siionta whole day and a night in convincing her 
of the impossibility of their enjoying each other in that nminier; 
then, returning to Paris, he delivered her into the hands of the 
ambassador, who, having as.sured her that slie might depend upon 
his friendship and prid,ection, in case she should find herself 
aggi’ieved by the jealous Unuper o,f Mr. Honibeck, restored her to 
her legitimate lord, whom ho counselled to exempt her from that 
restraint which in all probability had boon the cause of her elope¬ 
ment, and endeavour to conciliate her aflection by tender and 
respectful usage. 

The husband behaved with great humility iind compliance, pro¬ 
testing that his chief study sliould be to contrive parties for her 
pleasure and satisfaction. But no sooner did he regain possession 
of his stray sheep, than lie locked her up more closhly than ever ; 
and, after having revolved various schemes for her reformation, 
determined to board her in a convent, under the inspection of a 
prudent abbess, who .should superiiitf-nd her morals, and recall her 
to the paths of virtue which she had forsaken. With this view, he 
consulted an English priest of his acquaintance, who advised himr 
to settle her in a monastery at Lisle, that she might be as far as 
possible from the machinations of her lover : and gave him a letter 
of recommendation to the superior of fi. certain convent in that place, 
for winich Mr. Hombeck set out in a few days with his troublesome 
charge, c 
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Gmaf. XL!!.—peregrine icboIvcs to return to Knglanil—Is diverted with the odd Chiiractera 
of two of hie Ooiintrymcn, with wlioDi lie ooutracte an Aequaintance in the Apartments 
of the Palais Royal. *1 

In the nietin time our hero reccivotl a letter from his aunt, import¬ 
ing that the coiinuodovo was in a vary (lechiung way, and longed 
much to see him at the garrison ; and at the same time he heard 
from his sister, who gave him to understand that the joung gentle¬ 
man, who had for some lime made Ins addresses to her, was become 
very iircssiug in his s^licitalioiis ; so that she wanted to know in 
what manner she should aiiswor his repeated entreaties. Those, two 
considerations detcnnincil the young gentleman to return to his 
native countiy ; a resolution that w'jij tnr I'rom being disagreeable to 
.Toltcr, who knew that the incumbent on a living which was in the 
gift of Trunnion was extremely old, and that it would be his interest 
to be upon the s])ot at the said incumbent’s decease. • 

Peregrine, avIio had resided about lifteeii months in Franco, 
thought he was now suiliciently qualified for eclipsing moat of his 
contoinporaiies lA Kngland, and therefore prepared for his departui'e 
with inlinite .alacrity ; being moreover inlhimcd with the most ardent 
desire of rm isiting his friends, and renewing his connections, par- 
ticulaily witli Emilia, whose heart he, by this time, thou'iiit he was 
able to reduce ou his oivii terms. . 

As ho proposed to make the tour of Flanders and Holland in hi.s 
return to England, he resolved to stay at Paris a week or two after 
his affiiii’s wore settled, in hope of iinding some agreeable companion 
disposed for the same journey ; and, in order to refresh his memory, 
made a second circuit round all the places in that capital, where any 
curious production of art is t<i be seen. In the course of this second 
examination ho chanced to enter the Palais Royal, just as two 
gentlemen alighted from a fiacre at the gate ; and all three being 
admitted at the same time, he soon perceived that the strangers 
were of his own country. One of them was a young man, in whose 
air and countenance appeared all the uncouth gravity and super¬ 
cilious self-conceit of a*ljhysician piping-hot from his studies ; while 
the other, to whom his couqianion spoke by the ap]>ellation of Mr. 
Pallet, displayed at first sight a strange comiKisititm of levity and 
assurance. Indeed, their chai’acters, dress, and address, were 
strongly contrasted : tlie doctor wore a suit of bl.ick, and a huge 
tie-wig, neither suitable to his own age, nor the fashion of the 
country where he then lived ; whereas the f»thcr, though seemingly 
turned of fifty, strutted in a gay summer dross of the Parisian cub, 
with a bag to his own grey hair, anti a red feather in hirf hat, which 
he carried under his arm. As these figures .seemed to promise some¬ 
thing entertaining, Pickle entered into conversation with them 
immediately, and soon discovered that the old gentleman was a 
painter from London, who had stolen a fortnight from his occu¬ 
pation, in order to visit the remarkable paintings of Franee and 
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Flanders ;r and that the doctor had taken thc‘ opportunity of 
accompanying him m his tour. Being extremely talkative, he not 
only communicated these particulars to our hero in a very few 
minutes after their meeting, but also too^ occasion to whisper in his 
ear that his fellow-traveller "was a man os vast learning, and, beyond 
all doubt, tlie greatest poet of the age. As for himself, he waa 
under no necessity of making his own cnlogium ; for he soon gave 
such specimena of his taste and talents as left Pickle no room to 
doubt of his capacity. 

While they sU^od considering the pictures in one of the firi-t 
apartments, which are by no means tlio most masterly compf>sitions, 
the Swiss, wlio set up for a connoisseur, looking at a certain piece, 
])ronouncod the word mafjwjique, ! with a note of admiration ; upon 
wliicli Mr. Pallet, who was not at all a critic in the French language, 
replied, with great vivacity, “ Mnwifiiv, you mean, and a very in- 
ditforent piece of nunnifacturo it is ; lu-ay, gentlemen, take notice ; 
there is no keeping in those heads u])ou the background, and no 
relief in llie principal figure ; then you’ll observe tlic'-Hhadiugs are 
harsh to the last degree and, coinc a little closer this way —don’t 
you perceive that the foreshortening of that arm,is nioiislroua ?— 
egad, sir ! tliero is an absolute fracture in the limb. Doctor, you 
understand anatomy : don’t you tliiiik that nnisolo evidently mis¬ 
placed ? Hark ye, Mr. what'(i’ye-call-uui (turning to the attendant), 
what is t’lje name of tlie dauber wlio jiainted that miserable per- 
fofmanCel” The Sw'iss, imagining that lie was all this time 
expressing his satisfaction, sanctioned his sn]»])Osed commendation 
by exclaiming, sans prir. “Biglit,’' cried l*allet : “I could not 
recollect his name, though his nia'iuer is quite familiar to mo. We 
have a few ])ieccs in England, done l)y that same Sangjiree ; but 
there they arc in no estimation ; we ba\'o m(»re taste among us than 
to relish tlie productions of such a riusorable </ou(. A’n’t he an 
ignorant coxcomb, doctor (’’ The jjhysiciaii, Jisliamed of his coin- 
jianion’s blunder, tliought it was necessary, for the honour of his 
own cliaracter, to take notice (pf it before the stranger, and therefore 
answered his ipiestion by repeating this line from Horace :— 

Mutiito noiniiip, do If faliula n.-irritur. 

The painter, who w'as rather more ignorant of Latin than of 
French, taking it for granted, that this (juotati^n of his friend 
conveyed an assent to his opinion, “ Very true,” said he, l^ofalo 
donintf dafe, this ]piocc is not worth a single jiotato.” Peregrine was 
astoiiLslicd at tliis surprising perversion of the words and meaning of 
a Latin line, which, at first, ho could not help thinking was a pre¬ 
meditated ,ioke ; but, upon second thoughts, he saw no reason to 
doubt that if was the extemporaneous effect of sheer pertness atid 
ignorance, at which he broke out into an immoderate fit of laughter. 
Pallet, believing that the gentleman’s mirth was occasioned by his 
arch animadversion upon the work o? Sangpree, underwent the same 
emotion in a niucli louder strain, and endeavoured to heighten the 
jest !)y more observations of the saino nature; while the doctor. 
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confounded, at liLs impudence and want of knowledge, ropriinandcd 
him in these words of Homer ;— • 

Sign, me tis alios Achaion teuton akouse muthon. 

This rebuke, the reader easily perceive, was not calculated for 
the meridian of his friend’s intellects, but uttered with a view of 
raising his own character in the opinion of Mr. Pickle, who retorted 
this p.aradc of learning in three verst;^ from the same author, being 
part of the speech of Polydamas to Hector, importing that it is 
im})ossible for one man to excel in everything. 

The self-sufficient pliysician, who did not ex[)cct sucli a repartee 
from a youth of Peregrine’s apix-aranco, htokod upon his reply as a 
ffiiv challenge, and instantly rehearsed forty or fifty lines of the 
Iliad in a breath. Observing that the stranger made no effort to 
match this effusion, he intoi'preted bis silence into submission ; then, 
in order to ascertain his victory, insulted him with divers fragments 
of authors, wlnmi his siipp<tscd comjietitor did not even knoiv by 
name ; wliiljj ]\lr. Pallet stared ivith admiration at the profoijnd 
scholarshii) of his comjianion. Our young gentleman, far from 
rcjuning at. t.his superiority, laughed within liiinself at the ridiculous 
ambition of the pedantic doctor. He raud Iniu in his own mind as 
a mure index-liunter, ivho held the eel of science by the tail, and 
foresaw an iu(init(3 fund of diversion in his soh'mnity and pride, if 
pro])orly extracted by means of his fellow-traveller s painty and 
assurance. Pro-.upted by these eonaideratiims, lie resolved to 
cultivate their accpiainiance, and, if possible, amuse liimself at rtioir 
expense in his journey tlirough P'landers, understanding that they 
were determined upon the same route. Jii this view he treated them 
with extraordinary attention, and seemed to pay particular deference 
to the remarks of the painter, wdio. with great intrepidity, pro¬ 
nounced judgment upon every picture in the jial.-ice, or, in other 
w'ords, exposed his own nakedness in every sentence that jirocooded 
from his mouth. 

When they came to consider the Murder of the Innocents by Lo 
lirun, the Swiss observed, that it was mi hmv imuecdu, and 
Mr. Pallet replied,—“ Yes, yc.s, one may see with half an eye, that 
it can 1)0 the productlfui of no other ; for Ibunorso’s style, both in 
colouring and drapery, is altogether peculiar : then his design is 
tamo, and his expression antic and nnnatiiral. Doctor, you have 
seen niy Judgftienb of Solomon ; I think I may, without presump¬ 
tion -but, I don’t choose to make comparisiuis : I leave that 

odious bisk to other jieoplo, and h't my works s])oak for themselves. 
France, to be suiVj^ is rich in tlio arts; but what is the reason? 
Tlie king encourages men of genius with honour and rewards ; 
whereas, in England, we are obliged to stand on oin; «wn feet, and 
combat the envy and malice of our brethren. Eg.id ! I have a 
good mind to come and settle hero in Paris. I should like to have 
an apartment in the Louvi^, with a Bnu§ pension of so many 
thousand livres. ” • 

In this mannev did Pallet proceed with an eternal rotj^tiou of 
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tongue, floundering from one mistake to another, until it was the 
turn of PJdssin’s Seven Sacraments to bo examined. Here, again, 
the Swiss, out of the. abundance of his zeal, expressed his admira¬ 
tion, by saying these pieces were impayahle; when the painter, 
turning to him, with an air of exnltatf’fm,—“ Pardon me, friend, 
there you hai)i)cn to be mistaken: these are none of Impayahle's; 
but done by Nicholas Ponaccn. I have seen prints of them in 
England, so that none of yourttricks upon travellers, Mr. Swiss, or 
Swasli, or what’s your name.” He was very much elated by this 
imaginary trinmj)h of his understanding, which animated him to 
persevere in his curious observations upon all the other pieces of 
that celebrated collection ; but perceiving that the doctor mani¬ 
fested no signs of pleasure and siitisfaction, but rather beheld them 
with a silent air of di.sdain, he could not digest his indillcrencc, 
and asked, with a waggish sneer, if ever he had seen such a 
number of inaster[)ieees beforo ? The physician, eyeing him wdth 
a look of compassion, mingled with contem[)t, (.»bserved that there 
wasr-notliing there which dcjservcd the alteni ion of tianj'^ person 
acquainted with the ideas of the ancients ; and that the author of 
the finest piece now' in being w'as unworthy to clean the brushes of 
one of tlujsc great masters w'ho are celebrated by the lireok and 
Roman w'riters. 

“O lud ! O Ind !” exclaimed the painter, with a loud laugh, 
“ you hav« fairly brought yourself into a dilemma at last, dear 
doetpr j for it is well known that your ancient GA'ck and Roman 
artists know nothing at all of the miittcr, in comparison with our 
modem masters ; for this go(Mi reason, because they had but three 
or four colours, and knew not. how to paint w'ith oil: besides, 
which of all your old fusty flreciana would yt^u jmt upon a footing 
with the divine Raphael, the most excellent Michael Angelo, Bona 
Roti, the graceful Guido, the bcwitcliiiig Titian, and above all 

others, the sublime Rubens, the-Ho would have proceeded 

with a long catalogue of names w'liich lie had got by heart for the 
purpose, w'ithoiit retaining the least idea ()f their several qualifica¬ 
tions, had nut h(! been interrujitod by his friend, whoso indigna¬ 
tion being khidled by tJie irreverence w’ith avhich ho mentioned 
the Greeks, he callctl him blasi)heiner, Goth, Jhcotian, and, in hia 
turn, asked w'ith groat vehemence, which of tho.se puny rnoderna 
could match with Pahanus of Athens, and liis brother Phidias; 
Polycletu.s of Sicyon ; Polygnotus, the Thracian ; Parrhasius of 
Ejihesus, surnamed Abrodiaitos, or the Ucau; and Apelles, the 
prince of painters ? He cliallenged liiiri to show any portrait of 
those days that could vie witli tin; Helen of Zeuxis, the H.eraclean; 
or any composition equal to ihe Ij'acrifico of J]>higenia, by Timanthea, 
the Sicyonian’; not to mention the Twelve God.s of Asclepiodorua, 
the Athenian, for which Mnason, tyrant of Elatea, gave him about 
three hundred pounds, apiece ; or Homer’s Hell, by Nicias, who 
refuse^ sixty talents, amounting to -upwards of eleven thousand 
pounds, and generously made a present of it to his own country. 
He desif'ed him to produce a collection equal to that in the Temjple 
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of Delphos, mentioned in the Ion " of Euripides; where Hercules, 
and his companion lolaus, are represented in the act of killing the 
Lerncean hydra with golden sickles, kruseaia }harpai% where Belle- 
rophon appears on his mnged steed, vanquishing tlie fire-breatli- 
ing chimera, tan purii^oumn; and the war of the giants is 
described. Hero Jupiter stands wielding the red-hot tliunderbolts, 
keraunon amphipicron; there Pallas, ''dreadful to the view, <?or- 
qopon, braTidisheth her spear against the huge Enccladus ; and 
Bacchus, with slender ivy rods, defeats and slays the gtn ttlmon^ or 
mighty son of earth. 

The painter was astonished and confounded at this rhapsody of 
names and instances, whicJi was uttered with suri)rising eagerness 
and rapidity, suspecting at first that the whole was the creation of 
his own brain ; but when Pickle, with a view of ‘ flattering tho 
doctor’s self-conceit, espoused his side of the (piestion, and con¬ 
firmed tho truth of everything he advanced, Mr. Pallet changed 
his opinion, and in emphatic silence adored the immensity of his 
friend’s uiiderstfinding. In shfui, Peregrine easily perceived-that 
they were false enthusiasts, M'ithout llie smallest pretensions to 
taste and scn.sibility ; and jirctended tf» be in raptures with they 
know not what ; tho one thinking it was incumbent upon him to 
express transports mi seeing the works of those who liad been most 
eminent in their pi‘ofession, whether they did or did not really 
raise his admiration ; and the otlior as a scholar downing it his 
duty to magnify tho ancients above all competition, wilji an 
affected fervour, which tho knowledge of their excellences never 
inspired. Indeed, our young gentleman so successfully accom¬ 
modated himself to the dispo-sition of each, that long before their 
review ivas finished, ho was become a particular favourite with 
both. 

From the Palais Iloyal lio accompanied them to tho cloisters of 
the Carthusians, whore they considered tlie History of St. Bruno, 
by Le Sueur, whose name being utterly unknown U) the painter, ho 
gave judgment against the whole composition, as pitiful and paltry ; 
though, in tho opinion of all good judges, it is a most masterly per¬ 
formance. , 

Having satisfied their curiosity in this place, Peregrine asked 
them to favour him with tlicir company at dinner; but whether 
out of cautioy against the insinuations of one whose chai-acier they 
did not know, or by reason of a prior engagement, they declined 
his invitation on pretence of having an appointment at a certain 
ordinary, though they expressed a desire of being further acquainted 
with him; and Mr. Pallet took the freedom of asking his name, 
which he not only declared, but jiroioiscd, as they M'ere strangers 
in Paris, to wait upon thorn next day in the forenodn, in order to 
conduct them to the Hdtel do Toulouse, and the houses of several 
other noblemen, remarkable for painting or curious furniture. 
They thankfully embraced *hia proposal, and that same day made 
inquiry among the English gontlomen about the character of our 
hero, which they found so much to their satisfaction, tlKat, upon 
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tlioir second meeting, they courted his good graces without reserve ; 
and as theydiad lieard of his intended de])arture, begged earnestly 
to have tlie lionour of accompanying ]jim through the Low Countries, 
lie assured them that nothing could be more agreeable to him than 
the prospect of having such fellow-travelhli.’s ; and they immediately 
a 2 )]»ointcd a day for setting out on that tour. 

w 

(> 

,1 I,,, 


Chap. XLIIT.—He introduces his new Friends to Mr. Jolter, with whom the Doctor enters 
into u Disiiute upon (iovernuient, wbicli tiad well ni{;h .lernilnated in open War, 

Meanwhile, ho not only made them act|uainted wdth everything 
wortli .seeing in town, but attended tliem in their excursions 
to all the king’s houses within a day’s journey of Paris ; and, 
in the course of these iiartie.s, treated them with an (degant dinner 
at his own aiiartments, a\ here a disiiute arose between the doctor 
and.Mr. Jolter, which had w'cll nigh terminated in ai\, irreconcil¬ 
able animosity. Thc.so gentlemen, with an equal share" of pride, 
pedantry, and .saturnine disposition, were, by the accidents of edu¬ 
cation and com 2 >ai\y, diametrically opjiositc in jiolitical m.ixims ; tlio 
one, as we have already observed, being a bigoted liigh-churchman, 
and the other a rank republican. It was an article of tlie governor's 
creed, thatt^^he poojilo could not be liajqiy, nor the earth yield its 
fruits in' abundance, under a restricted clergy and •limited govern¬ 
ment ; whereas, in the doctor’s ojiinion, it was an eternal truth, that 
no constitution was so jierfect as the democracy, and tliat no country 
could flourish but under the administration of the mob. 

Tlieso considerations being premised, no wonder tliat they hap¬ 
pened to disagree in the freedom of an unreserved o»inversation, 
esj»ecially as their entertainor took all rqijiortunities of encouraging 
and inllarning the contention. The lirst source of their difleronco 
was an unlucky remark of the painter, who observed that the par¬ 
tridge, of which he was tlien eating, had ibe finest relush of any he 
had ever tasted. His friend owned that the birds were the best of 
the kind lie h.id seen in Franco ; but altinnod that they were 
neither so jJiinii) delicious as those that wens caught in England. 
The governor, considering this observation as the elFect of prejudice 
and inexperience, said, with a sarcastic smile, “1 believe, sir, you 
are very well disiiosod to find everything hero inferiih.’ to the pro¬ 
ductions of your own country.”—“True, sir,” answered the phy¬ 
sician, w'ith a certain solemnity of aspect, “and not without good 
reason, I hope.”—“ And, pray,” resumed the tutpr, “ why may not 
the partridges of France be as good as those of England —“For 
a vmy plain reason,” replied the otlier ; “ because they are not so 
well fed. The iron hand of oj)pri;s,sion is extended to all animals 
within the French dominions, even to the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the air; kunessiu oionoisi te past.” —“Egad!” cried 
the painter, “that is a truth not to be controverted : for my own 
part, I am none of your tit-bits, one would think ; but yet there’s 
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a freshness in -the English complexion, a gimeeJaje, I think you 
call it, so inviting to a hungry Frenchman, that I h&ve caught 
several in tlio very act of viewing me with an eye of extreme 
appetite, as I passed ] ancLas for their curs, or rather their wolves, 
whenever I set eyes on ofl® of ’em, Ah ! your humble servant, Mr. 

son of a b-, 1 am upon my guard in an instant. The doctor can 

testify that their vciy horses, or more properly their live carrion, 
that drew our chiiise, used to reach back their long necks and smell 
at us, as a couple of delicious morsels.” 

This sally of Mr. Pallet, which was received with a general laugh 
of api)r<)hation, would, in all probability, have stifled the dispute 
in embryo, had not Air. .loiter, with a self - ajiplauding simper, 
ironically complimented tlie strangers on their talking like true 
Englishmen. The doctor, afl'ronted at tlie insinuation, told him 
with some warmth, that ho w.is nii.-,t,ikcu in his conjecture, his 
allect.itins and ideas being confined to no particular country; for 
ho considered himself as a citi/.en of llio world. He owned himself 
more attaoiied to England than to any other kingdom, but4his 
preference was the ell’cct of rcllcetion, and not of prejudice ; because 
the British constitution approached nearer ihan any other to that 
perfection of govoniment, the democracy/ of Athens, which lie hoped 
one day to see revived ; he mentioned the death of Charles the First, 
and the expulsion of his son, with raptures of applause ; inveighed 
with great acrimony against the kingly name ; and, w order to 
strengthen liis -.tpinion, repeated forty or fifty lines from one o/ tlio 
Philippics of Demosthenes. 

Jolter, hearing him speak so disrespectfully of the higher powers, 
glowed with indignation : he said his doctrines were detestable, and 
destructive of all right, order, and society ; that monarchy was of 
divine institution, therefore iiidcfeaHiblo by any liuman powder ; and 
of consequence those events in the English history, which he had 
so liberally commended, w'cro no otlicr than flagrant instances of 
sacrilege, perfidy, and sedition; that the democracy of Athens was 
a mo.sfc absurd constitution, productive of anarchy and mischief, 
which must always hapiien when the government' of a nation 
depends upon the ijjiprico of the ignorant, hair-brained vulgar ; 
that it was in the power of the most ju’ofligate member of the 
commonwealth, iirovidod he was endowed with eloquence, to ruin 
the most dose^’ving, by a desperate exertion of his talents mion the 
populace, who had been often persuaded to act in the most un¬ 
grateful and imprudent manner against the greatest patriots that 
their country had produced; and, finally, he averred, that the 
liberal arts and sciences had never flourished so much in a republic 
as under the encouragement and ]irotoctio]r of absolute power: 
witness the Augustan age, and the reign of Louis felid Fourteenth : 
nor was it to bo supposed that genius and merit could ever be .so 
amply recompensed by the individuals or ^Jistracted councils of a 
commonwealth, as by the getierosity and magnificence of onje who 
had the whole treasury at his own command. 

Peregrine, who was pleased to find the contest gro^f warm, 
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observed that there seemed to be a good deal of truth in what Mr. 
Jolter advanced ; and the painter, whose opinion began to waver, 
looked with a face of expectation at his friend, who, modelling his 
features into an expression of exulting disdain, asked of his anta¬ 
gonist, if he did not think that very pbwer of rewarding merit 
enabled an absolute prince to indulge himself in the most arbitrary 
license over the lives and fortunes of hia people? Before the 
governor h.wl time to answer Miis (]uestion, Pallet broke forth into 
an exclamation of “ By the Lord ! that is certainly fact, egad ! that 
was a home-thrust, doctor ! ” when Mr. .loiter, chastising this shallow 
intruder with a contemptuous look, attirmed^that, though suprone 
power furnished a good prince with the means of exerting his 
virtues, it would not supi)oit a tyrant in the exercise of cruelty 
and oi)pre8sion ; because in all nations the genius of the people 
must bo consulted by their governors, and the burthen proportioned 
to the shoulders on which it is laid. “ Else, w’hat follows 1 ” said tlie 
physician. ‘‘■The conBecpionco is plain,” rejdiod the governor, 
“insurrection, revolt, and his own destrucliou, for it w not to bo 
supfioscd that the subjects of any nation would bo so abject and 
pusillanimous as to neglect the means which licaven hath put in 
their power for their own preservation.”—“(ladzooks, you're in 
the right, sir,” cried Pallet; “ that, 1 grant you, must be confessed : 
doctor, T’tri afraid we have got into tlic wrong box.” This son of 
l*iean, however, far from being of his friend’s opinion, observed, 
with, an air of triumph, that he would nob only demonstrate the 
sophistry of the gontleman’s last allcgatitni by argument and facts, 
but even confute him with his own words, Jolter’s eyes kindling 
at this presumptuous declaration, lie told his antagonist, while his 
bp quivered with resentment, that if his arguments were no bettor 
than his breeding, ho V'^as sure he would make very few converts 
to his opinion ; and the doctor, with all the insolence of triumph, 
advised him to beware of disputes for the future, until lie should 
have made himself more master of his subject. 

Peregrine both wished and hoped to sec the disputants proceed 
to arguments of more weight and conviction ; and the painter, 
dreading the same issue, interposed with the jUsual exclamation of 
“ For God's sake, gentlemen ; ” when the governor rose from table 
in great dudgeon, and left the room, muttering some ejaculation, 
of which the vrord coxcomb only could ho distinctlj: heard. The 
physician, being thus loft master of the field of battle, was compli¬ 
mented on his victory by Peregrine, and so elevated by his success, 
that he declaimed a full hour on the absurdity of Jolter’s pro])o- 
sition, and the beauty of the democratic administration ; canvassed 
the whole scheme of Plato’s republic, with many quotations from 
that ideal aufhor, touching the to iea\oi/ : from thence ho made a 
transition to the moral sense of Shaftesbury, and concluded his 
. harangue with the greatest part of that frothy writer’s rhapsody, 
which,ho repeated with all the violoifeo of enthusiastic agitation, 
to the unspeakable satisfaction of his entertainer, and the Unutter¬ 
able adftiiration of Pallet, who looked upon him as somdthing 
supernatural and divine. 
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So intoxicated was this vain young man with the ironical praises 
of Pickle, that he forthwitnh shook off all reserve ; anti having pro¬ 
fessed a friendship for oui''hero, whose taste and learning ho did not 
fail to extol, intiiiiatod ini plain tornis, that ho was the only person, 
in these latter ages, wJitffiosacsaed that sublime genius, that portion 
of the divinity, or Ti Theiou, which immortalised the (Grecian 
poets; that as Pythagoras atlirniod the spirit t>f Euphorbus had 
transmigrated into his body, bo, the doctor, was strangedy possessed 
with the opinion that he himself was inspired by the soul of Pindar ; 
because, making allowance for the dilferenco of languages in which 
they wrote, there was a surjirising affinity between his own works 
and those of that celebrated Theban ; and as a coutinnation of this 
truth, ho immediately jjroduced a Bani]>lo of each, which, though 
ill spirit and vcrsitication as different as the ()(lus of Horace and 
our present poet-laureat, Perogrine did not scruple to pronoiinco 
altogether cfuigonial, notwithstanding the violence he by this sen¬ 
tence oiFcrcd to lus own conscience, and a certain alarm of his pride, 
that was i%\-ik enough t<J be disturbed by the physician's ridicftlou-i 
vanity and pi-esumption, which, not oontentetl with displaying his 
importance in the ivorld of taste and jKdite literature, manifested 
itself ill arrogating certain material dt^jcovcries m the province of 
physic, which could not fail to advance him to the liiglicst ])irmaclo 
of that profession, considering the recornmondation of his other 
talents, together with a liberal fortune winch ho inlrerited from 
his father. • . 


C'lUP. XLIV,—The Doctor prepares no Entcrtalntuont in the M.inner of the Ancients, 
which is attended with divers ruliculoim CirciiQistances. 

In a word, our young geiitlemaii, by his insinuating behaviour, 
acquii'ed the full conlidence of the doctor, who invited him to an 
entertainment, which he intended to prepare in the manner of the 
ancients. ITckle, struck with this idea, eagerly embraced the pro¬ 
posal, which he honoured with many encomiums, as a plan in all 
rcsiiects worthy of Ijis genius and apprehension ; and the day was 
appointed at some distaiico of time, that the treater might have 
leisure to comiioso certain pickles and confections which were not 
to be found ^mong the culinary preparations of these degenerate 
days. With a view of rendering the phy.sician's taste more con¬ 
spicuous, and extracting from it tliu more diversion. Peregrine pro¬ 
posed that some foreigners should jiartake of the banquet; and 
the task being left to his care and discretion, he actually bespoke 
the company of a French marquis, an Italian count, and a German, 
baron, whom ho knew to bo egregious ooxcomb#, and therefore 
more likely to enhance the joy of tlie entertainment. 

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, he .conducted them to the 
hotel where the physician Icslged, after having regaled their ^expec¬ 
tations with an elegant meal in tho genuine old Roman taste ; and 
they were received by Mr. Pallet, who did the honouA of tho 
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house, while his friend superintended the cook helow. By this 
connnunicatfVe painter, the guests undtjstood that the doctor had 
met with numerous difliculties in the execution of his design ; that 
no fewer than five cooks had been disinassed, because they could 
; not prevail upon thcjr own consciences ft/ obey his directions in 
things that were contrary to the present practice of their art ; 
and that although he had at last engaged a person, by an extraor¬ 
dinary premium, to comply with his orders, the fellow was so 
astonished, mortilied, and incensed at the commands he had re- 
ceived, that his hair stood on end, and he begged on liis knees to 
be released from the agreement he had made ; but finding that his 
employer insisted upon the performance of his contract, and 
threatened to introduce him to the ro)niin'iiS(iiir, if he should flinch 
from tlic bargain, he had, in the discliargo of his ollice, wept, sang, 
cursed, and capered for two whole liours witliout intermission. 

While the company listened to this odd inffirmation, by uhich 
they were prepossessed with strange notions of the dinner, their 
ears vwere invaded by a piteous vi>ice that exclaimed French, 
“ For the love of (lod ! dear sir ! for the passion of Jesus Cl/iist! 
spare me the mortlficatmn of the honey and oil ! ” Their ears still 
vibrated with the sound, when the doctor eutoiing, w'as by Pore- 
grin.e made ac(|Uainted with the strangers, to whom ho. in the 
transports of his wrath, could not hel]> complaining of tlio w'ant 
of complaisvico ho had found in the l^lnsillu vulgar, by wliich 
his pjan ha<l been almost entirely ruined and s#b a.sido. The 
French marquis, who thought the honour of his nation was con¬ 
cerned at this declaration, professed liis sorrow for wliat had hap¬ 
pened, so contrary to the established character of the people, and 
undertook to see the delimiuents severely jainishoil, provided ho 
could he infonned of their names or places of abode. 

The mutual compliments that passed on this (occasion wnre scarco 
finished, when a servant, coming inti/ the room, announced dinner ; 
and the entertainer led the way into another apartment, where 
they found a Icuig table, or rather two boaixls joined together, and 
furnished with a variety of dishes, Hie. steams of whicli had such 
evident effect upon the nerves of tlui conq/any, that iUo marquis 
made frightful grimacos, under pretence of taking snuff; the 
Italian’s eyes watered ; tlie German’s visage underwent several 
distortions of features ; our hero found means to exclude the odour 
from his sense of smelling, by breathing only through his mouth ; 
and tlio poor jiaintcr, running into another room, plugged his 
nostrils with tobacco. The doctor himself, who W'as the only 
person present whose organs were not discornpgsod, pointing to 
a coiqile of couches placed on each side of the table, told his guests 
that ho was sotrj-ho could not procure tlie exact triclinia of the 
ancients, which were somewhat different from these conveniences, 
and desired they woul4 have the goodness to repose themselves 
without ceremony, each in his rcspeciivo coiichefte^ while he and 
his friend Mr, Pallet would place themselves upright at the ends, 
that thoy»might have the pleasure of serving those that lay along. 
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This disposition, of which the stnangerg had no previous idea, dis¬ 
concerted and perplexed Uicm in a most ridiculous planner; the 
marquis and baron stoc^ bowing to each other, on pretence of 
disputing the lower 8eat,jbut in reality with a view of profiting by 
the example of otie angiflier, for neither of them understood the 
manner in which they were to loll; and Peregrine, wlio enjoyed 
their confusion, handed the count to tlie other side, w'here, wdth 
' the most mischicvtais politeness, hy insisted uj)oii his taking posses¬ 
sion of the upper place. 

In this disagreeable and ludicrous Ku.spcnso, they continued acting 
fi pantoiuiino of gesticulations, untjl the doctor earmwtly entreated 
them to waive all cffmplimenl and fi>rm, lest the dinner should be 
spoiled before the coroinonial could bo adjusted. Thus conjured, 
Peregrine took the lower couch on the left-hand sido^ laying himself 
gently down, with his face towards the tal)le. The marquis, in 
)initati<ni of tins [ubturn (though he would have mueh rather fasted 
three days than run tlie risk of disconqmsing liis dress by such an 
attitude),,stretclied himself upon the opi)osite place, reclining upon 
his elbow in a most paiiifnl ami awkwanl situation, W'ith hia luMd 
raised above tlie eml of the coucli, that the economy of his hair 
might not sutler by the projecti(;n of Ids bod}'. The Italian, being 
a tliin limber creature, jdanted hnn.^clt next to Pickle, without sus¬ 
taining any misfortune but that of his stocking btnig torn Hay a 
ragged nail of the seat, as ho raised lii.s logs on a level with the rest 
of his limbs. • P>ut the baron, who \vas noilher .so wief&y nor supple 
ill his joints as Ins companions, flounced himself d<iwn wiHi such 
precipitation, that his feet, suddenly tilting iqi, came in furious 
contact with the head of the nianipiis, and demolished every curl in 
a twinkling, while his own skull, at the same instant, descended 
upon tlie side of hi.s couch ivifli .such violence, that his periwig was 
struck oir, and the whole room lillod with pulvilio. 

The drollery of distress that attended thi.s disaster entirely 
vanquished the ailected gravity of our young gentleman, who av.vs 
«»l)liged to siqipress his laughte,r by cramming his liaridkerchiof in 
Ids mouth; for the bare-heailed (lorman asked pardon with such 
ridiculous confusion, and the marquis admitted his apology with 
such rueful complifisaiico, as were sutticieiit to awake the mirth of a 
quietist. 

This misfortune being rejiaired as w'ell as the circumstances of 
the occasklfi would permit, and every one settled ae.eordiiig to the 
airaugement already described, the doctor gr.iciously undertook to 
give some account of the dishes as they occurred, th.'it the company 
might be directed in their elunce : and with an air of infinite 
satisfaction thus began : “ Tliis liero, gentlemen, is a boiled goose, 
served up in a sauco composed of peiiper, Iova]^e,,coriander, mint, 
rue, anchovies, and oil; I wish for your sakes,^gentlemen, it was 
one of the geese of Ferrara, so much celebrated among the ancients 
for the magnitude of th^dr livers, one \>i which is said to have 
weighed upwards of two pounds; with this food, exquisite as it 
was, did the tyrant Hcliogabalus regale his hounds. But I beg 
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]>ar(lon, I had almoBt forgob tho soup, Avhich I hear is so necessary 
nn article at^ all tables in France. At <^ch end there are dishes of 
the salacacabia of the Romans; one is made of parsley, pennyroyal, 
cheese, pine-tops, honey, vinegar, brinoreggs, cucumbers, onions, 
and hen-livers; the other is much tho Vnio as tho Hovpe-maigre 
of this country. Tlion there is a loin of veal boiled with fennel and 
caraway-seed, on a pottago c(jmposcHl of })ickle, oil, honey, and flour, 
and a curious hnyhis the lights, liver, and blood of a hare, together 
with a dish of roasted pigeons. Monsieur lo baron, shall I help you 
to a plate of this soup (” The (Airman, who did nob at all dis- 
aiiprove of the ingredients, assented to tho proposal, and seemed to 
relish the composition ; while tho marquis being‘asked by tho painter 
which of the !iiUi/f,'ickahi/s he chose, w'aa, inconsequence of his desire, 
accommodated ivith a portion of the soape-inaigre: and the count, in 
lieu of spoon-meat, of which ho said ho was no great admirer, su])- 
plied himself with a pigeon, therein conforming to the choice of our 
young gentleman, wdiose example lie determined to follow through 
the whole course of the entertainment. * 

Thb Frenchman, having sw'allowcd the first spoonful, made a full 
pause, his throat swelled as if an egg hail .stii<;k lu his gullet, hia 
eyes rolled, and his mouth undorwL'ut .a senes of nivuluiitary con¬ 
tractions and dilatations. Pallet, who looked steadfastly at this 
conAoisseur, wdth a view of consulting his taste, before he himself 
would venture upon the souj), began to be ilisturbod at these 
emotions, aiM observed, with some concern, tliat the p<*or gciitloman 
seemed lo be going into a fit; ivlien Peregrine assured him, tliat 
these were synqitoms of ecstasy, and, for further conlinnation, asked 
the marquhs how lie found the soup. It w'as with infinite difficulty 
that his complaisance could so far master his disgust, as to enable 
him to answer, “ Altogether excellent, upon my honour !” and the 
painter being certiflod (»f his approbation, lifted the spoon to his 
mouth without scruple ; but far from justifying the culogium of his 
taster, when this jirocious compi^csitioii diffused itself uiioii his palate, 
ho seemed to be deprived of all sense and motion, and sat like the 
leaden statue of some river god, wuth tho liquor flowing out at both 
sides of his mouth. 

The doctor, alarmed at this indecent phentunonon, earnestly 
inquired into the cause of it; and when Pallet recovered his 
recollection, and swore that he would rather swallow porridge made 
of burning brimstone, tlian sucli an infernal mess as tlAt which lie 
had tasted, the physician, in his own vindication, assured the com- 
jiany, that, except the usual ingredients, ho had mixed nothing 
in the soup but some .sal ammoniac instead of the,ancient iiitrurn, 
which coulrl not now be jnxicurcd ; and appealed to tho marquis, 
whether such a (jucccdancuiuwas iK»t an improvement on the whole. 
The unbjrtunate driven to tho extremity of his cori- 

descensiuii, acknowledged it to be a masterly rcfineiiient; and 
deeming himself obliged? in point of l^onour, to evince his seu- 
timonta by his practice, forced a few more mouthfuls of this dis¬ 
agreeable potion down his throat, bill his stomach was so much 
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offended, that ho was compelled to start up of a sudden ; and, in 
the hurry of his elevation, overturned his plate into thp bosom of 
the baron. The omergenoirof his occasions would not permit him 
to stay and make apologia for this abrupt behaviour; so that ho 
flew into another apartm^^t, where Pickle found him puking and 
crossing himself with firout dcvolion; and a chair, at liis desire, 
being brought to the door, ho sli])pod into it more de«ul than alive, 
conjuring hia friend Pickle to make his peace w'ith tlio company, and 
in particular excuse him to tlie barcni, on account of tho violent tit 
of illness w'ith wliich he had been Hoi/.cd. It was not without reason 
that he employed a mediator; for wlieii our hen) retui-ned to the 
tlining-rooni, the OeriBan got uti, anrl was under the liands of his 
own lacquey, who wiped the grease from a ricli embroidered waist¬ 
coat, while he, almost frantic with his misfortune, stamped upon 
the ground, and in High Dutch cursed tlic unlucky banquet, and 
the impertinent entertainer, who all this time, with great delibera¬ 
tion, consoled him for the disaster, bj^ assuring him that the damage 
done might be repaired with some f)il of turiientine and a liot iron. 
Peregrine, •who could scarce refrain from laughing in bis :^co, 
appeased his indignation by telling him bow much the w'hole 
company, and especially tho marquis, was mortified at the accident; 
and the unhappy salacacabia being removed, the places were tilled 
with tw’O pies, one of dormice liquored wuth .syrup of Avidte poppftS, 
which the doctor had substituted in the room of toasted ]>oppy-seed, 
formerly eat.en with honey, as a dessert; and the otheP composed 
of a hock of pork baked in honey. • 

Pallet, hearing the first of those dishes described, lifted up his 
hands and eyes, and ivith signs of loatliing and amazement, pro¬ 
nounced, “ A pie made ot dormice and syrup of poppies! Lord in 
heaven ! what beastly fellows those Komans were ! ” His friend 
checked him for his irreverent exclamation with a severe look, and 
recommended the veal, of which ho himself cheerfully ate, with 
such encomiums to the company, that tho baron resolved to imitate 
his example, after having called for a Immjier of Burgundy, which 
the physician, for his sake, wished to have been the true wine of 
Falornuni. Tlie painter, seeing nothing else upon the table which 
he would venture t» touch, made a merit of necessity, and liad 
recourse to the veal also ; althougli he could not help ^yiiig, that 
he would not give one slice of the roast beef of Old England for 
all the daintias of a Roman omperorls table. But all the doctor’s 
invitations and assurances could not prevail upon his guests U> 
honour tho hachis and tho goose; and tliat course was succeeded 
by another, in which he told tlnsm wore divers of those dishes, 
which among the itneients had obtained the ajipelation of poJitdeSf 
or magnificent, “That Avhiclj smoki;.s in the middle,” said he, 
“is a sow’s stomach, filled witli a composition ot minced pork, 
hog's brains, eggs, pepper, cloves, garlic, aniseed, rue, ginger, oil, 
wine, and pickle. On the right-hand side •are the teats and belly 
of a sow, just farrowed, fritd with sweet wine, oil, flour, dovage 
and pepper. On the left is a friejaseo of suafls, fed, o| rather 
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purged, with milk. At that end next Mr. Pallet are fritters of 
pompionSji^lovage, origanum, and oiL; and here 6,ro a couple of 
pullets roasted and stuffed in the inaniK ^ of Apicius.” 

The painter, who had by wry faces te& itied his abhorrence of the 
flow's stomach, which he compared to^j^ bagpipe, and tlie snails 
which had undergone purgation, no sooner heard him mention the 
roasted pullets, than he eagerly sfdicited a wing of the fowl ; upon 
which the doctor desired he would take the trouble of cutting them 
up, and accordingly sent thein round, while Mr. Pallet tucked the 
table-chdli under his chin, and brandished his knife and fork with 
singular address : Imt scarce were they set down before him, when 
the tears ran down his checks ; and he called aloud, in a manifest 
disorder, “Zounds! this is the essence of a whole bed of garlic!” 
That he migdit not, how’over, disa|)])oiiit or disgrace the entertainer, 
he applied his instruments to one of tlie birds ; and when he oiienod 
up the cavity, was assaulted by such an irrupticni <d’ intolerable 
smells, that, without staying to disengage liiinself from the cloth, 
he sprang away, with an oxclainatiun of “Lord Jesus!” and 
involved the w’hole table in havoc, ruin, and confusion.* 

Before Pickle could accomplish his esi-aj)e, he wuis sauced wkli 
the syrup of the dormouse pie, which wont to i»ieccs in the general 
wreck ; and as for the Italian count, he w^as overwhelmed hy the 
sb'w’s stomach, which, bursting in the fall, discharged its couteiitH 
upon his leg and tJiigli, and scalded him so miserably, that ho 
shrieked iJWth anguish, and grinned with a most j^haslly and hor¬ 
rible aspect. 

The baron, who sat secure without the vortex of tin's tumult, 
was not at all displeased at seeing Ins companions involved in such 
a calamity as that which he bad alrearly shared ; but the doctor 
Avas confounded with shame ami vexation. Afti'r liaving iirescnbed 
an application of oil to the count’s leg, ho exi>ressod his sorniw for 
the misadventure, which he openly ascribed to Avant of taste and 
prudence in the painter, who did not think jtroper to return, and 
make an apology m person ; and protested tliat there w'a.s nothing 
in the fowl.s which could give ofl'cnce to a sensible nose, the stuffing 
being a mixture of pe])per, lovago, and assafadida, and tlie sauce 
consisting of wine and herring-pickle, which*he hud used instead 
of the celebrated garum of the llomans : that famous pickle having 
been prepared somctiracs of the scombri, Avhich were a sort of 
tunny-lish, and sometimes of the silurus, or shad^tish : nay, ho 
observed that there Avas a third kind, called gariim liamiation, made 
of the guts, gills, and blood of the thyniius. 

The physician, finding it Avould be inijiracticable to re-establish 
the order of the bamjuct, by presenting again the dishes w’hich had 
been discornxv^sed, ordered everything to be removed, a clean cloth 
to be laid, and t*hc dessert to be brought in. Meanwdiile, he regretted 
his incapacity to give them a siAecimen of the alieus, or fish meals 
of the ancients, such tea tlie jus diabaton, the coiiger-eel, Avhich, in 
<ialei>’s niiininn, is hard of digestioh ; tlio cornuta, or gurnard, 
described by Pliny in his Natural History, wdio says, the horns of 
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many of them were a foot and a half in length : the j^mllet and 
lamprey, that were in the hj^est estimation of old, of which last 
Julius Omsar borrowed si| thousand for one triumphal supper. 
He obsers’-cd that the mailer of dressing them was doBcribed by 
Horace, in the account l?e gives of the entertainment to which 
Maecenas was invited by the epicure Nasidienus :— 

Affortur bquillas intor muriJgaii uataiitet*, &c., 

and told them that they were commonly eaten with the thus Syria* 
cum, a certain anodyne and astringent seed, which qualified the 
purgative nature of tho fish. Finally, this learned x>hy8ician gave 
them to understand, that though this was reckoned a luxurious 
dish in tho zenith of the R<unan taste, it was by no means com¬ 
parable, ill point of expense, to some pre]MiT-ations in vogue about 
the time of that absurd voluptu:ii;, Ilcbogabalus, who ordered the 
brains of six hundred ostriches to bo compounded in one mess. 

Ry this time the dossiirt ajjpeared, and tlio company were not a 
little rejoiced to see plain olives in salt and w'atcr : but what tJlio 
master of the feast valned himself upon, was a sort of jelly, which 
lie adirmed to be [ircferable to the hyjiotriinnia of Hesychius, 
being a mixture of vinegar, pickle, ami honey, boiled to proper 
consistence, and eandied assahetida, which he asserted in contrirt* 
diction to Auniolbergius and Lister, was no other than the laser 
Syriacum, so jueeious, as to be sold among the ancieiK's to the 
weight of a siJvtfi* pcnn.y. Tlie gentlemen took his word fur Ahe 
excellency of this gum, but contented themselves with tlic olives, 
which gave such an agreeable relish to the wine, that they seemed 
very well disposed to console themselves for tho disgraces they liad 
endured ; and Pickle, unwilling to lose the least circumstance of 
entertainment that could he enjoyed in their company, went in 
(piest of tho painter, who remained in his ]>enitentials in another 
apartment, and could not be persuaded tu re-enter tho banqueting 
room, until Peregrine undertook to procure bis pardon from those 
whom ho had injured. Having assured him of this iudulgenoe, 
our young gentleman led him in like a criminal, bowing on all 
hands with an air o^ luimility and contrition ; and jiarticularly 
addressing himself to the count, to whom he swore in English, aa 
God was his Saviour, he had no intent to aftront man, woman, or 
child; but. was^fain to make the beat of his way, tliat lie might 
not give the honourable company cause of ollbnce, by obeying the 
dictates of nature in their presence. 

When Pickle interpreted tins ajiology to the Italian, Pallet was 
forgiven in very polite terms, and oven received into favour by hia 
friend tho doctor, in consequence of our liero's intercession : so that 
nil the guests forgot their chagrin, and ])aid their rcaiJtJcla so piously 
to the bottle, that in a short time the Chanipagno produced very 
evident effects in the behaviour of all present., 
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Chap. XLV.—The Painter is persuaded to accoinpaT^'Pickle to a Masquerade in. Woman'ii 
.Apparel—Is engaged in a troublesome Adventure, >nd, with his Companion, convej'cd to 
tbo Bastille. 

The jiaintor, at the request of Pickle, who had .a design upon the 
count’s sens(! of hearing, favoured the company witli l.ho snug of 
Bumper Stpiiro Jones, which yielded infinite satisfaction to the 
bai-on, but allected tlie delicate ears of the Italian in sucli a inaiinor, 
tluit his features expressed ustcjiiislimcnt and disquiet; and by his 
sudden and repeated jouriioys to the door, it plainly appeared, tliab 
ho was in the same jiredicameut with those who, as Shakspeare 
observes, “when the bag-pipe sings in the nose, cannot contain 
their urine for aft'eetion.” 

With a view, therefore, of vindicating music from such a bar¬ 
barous taste, Mr, Pallet had no sooner performed his task, than the 
count honoured his friends with some favourite airs of his own 
country, wdiich ho warbled witli iniinite grace and expression, 
though ho had not energy sufficient to engage the attention of the 
Gorman, who fell fast asleep ujion his couch, and snored so loud, 
as to interrupt, and totally annul this ravishing entertainment; so 
'^s'hat they iverc fain to have recourse again to llie glass, which made 
such in!U»\ation upon the brain of the physician, that he sang divcT’s 
odes of lA'nacrcon to a tune of his own composiim, and held forth 
upon the music and recitative of the ancients witli great erudition ; 
wdiilc Pallet, having found means to make the Italian acquainted 
with the nature of his jirofession. harangued upon painting w'ith 
wonderful volubility, in a language wliich (it w'as well for his own 
credit) the stranger did not understand. 

At length fhe doctor was seized with such a qualm, that he 
begged l^eregrine to lead liim to his chamber ; and the baron, being 
waked, retired with tlio count. Peregrine, being rendered frolick- 
Bome with the wine ho iiad drunk, proposed that ho and Pallet 
should go to a masquerade, which he recollected was to lie given 
that night, 'fhe painter did not want curio.sity and inclination to 
accompany hmi, but expressed his apprehension of losing him in 
the ball ; >in accident which could not fail to be very disagreeable, 
as he was an utter stranger to the language and the town. To 
obviate this ctbjectiou, the landlady, who Avas their council, 

advised him to appear in a woman’s dress, which would lay his 
companion under the necessity of attending him with more care, as 
he could not with decency detach himself from the lady whom ho 
should introduce ; besides, such a supposed comiection would hinder 
the ladies oj pleasure from accosting and employing their seducing 
arts upon a pGr.son already engaged. 

Our young gentleman foreseeing the abundance of diversion in 
the execution of this project, seconded the proposwd with such im- 
jwrtunity and address, that the painter allowed himself to be 
habited in a suit belonging to the landlady, who also procured for 
him a mask of domino, while Pickle provided liiinself with a 
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Spanish dress/ In this di^uise, which they put on at>out eleven 
o’clock, did they, attendec^y P*ipes, set out in a fiacre for the ball¬ 
room, into which Pickhf led this supiJoaititious feinjile, to the 
aatonishinent of the whoHe company, who had never seen such an 
uncouth figure in the appearance of a woman. 

After they had taken a view of all the remarkable masks, and 
the painter had been treated with a ^lass of liffveur, his mischievous 
companion gave him the slip: and, vanishing in an instant, 
I’ctunied with another mask and a domino over his habit, that he 
might enjoy Pallet’s perplexity, and be at band to protect him from 
insult. The poor painter, having lost his guide, wiis almost dis¬ 
tracted with anxiety, and stalked about the room, in quest of him, 
with such huge strides and oddity of gesture, that ho vraa followed 
by a whole multitude, who gazed at him as a preternatural pheno¬ 
menon. This attendance increased his uneasiness to such a degree, 
that ho could not help uttering a soliloquy aloud, in which he 
cursed his fate for having depended upon the promise of suah a 
wag ; and (i^vore, that if once ho was clear of this scrape, he would 
nob bring himself into such a premunire again for the whole king¬ 
dom of Franco. 

Divers jxfifs-maitreii, understanding the mask was a foreigner, 
who in all probability could not sjieak French, made up to him in 
their turns, in order to display their wit and address, iwul leased 
him with several arch questions, to which ho made no other answer 

than, “ No pur/y J)-your chattering ! Go about *your 

business, can’t ye?” Among the masks was a nobleman, who 
began to be very free with the supposed lady, and attempted to 
plunge Ilia hand into her bosom ; but the painter was too modest to 
Bufl'er such indecent treatment; and when the gallant repeated his 
cUbrts in a manner still more indelicate, lent him .such a box on the 
ear, as made tlio lights dance before him, and created such a 
suspicion of Pallet’s sox, that the Frenchman swore ho was cither 
a male or a hermaphrodite, and insisted upon a scrutiny, for the 
sake of his owii honour, with such (>bstinacy of resentment, that 
the fictitious lunnjih Avas in imminent danger, not only of being 
exposed, but also of® undergoing severe chastisement, for having 
made so free with the prince’s ear ; when Peregrine, who saw and 
overheard everything that passed, thought it was high time to 
inbori)o.se ; and accordingly asserted his pretonsioiis to the insulted 
lady, who was over joyed at this proof of his jirotection. 

The affronted gallant persevered in demanding to know who she 
was, and our hero as strenuously refused to give him that satis¬ 
faction ; BO that Mgh words ensued ; and the prince threatezdng 
to jiunish his insolence, the young gentleman, wlio wj-8*not supposed 
to know his quality, pointed to the place where his own sword 
used to hang, and, snapping his fingers in his face, laid hold on the 
painter’s arm, and led him to^another part of the room, leaving bis 
antagonist to the meditations of his o%vn revenge. * 

Pallet, having chid his conduclor for his barbarous desertion, 
made him acquainted with the difficulty in which lie h4d been 
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involved ; .-nd flatly telling him he would not put it in liia power 
to give him the slip again, held fast by\|^'3 arm during the remain¬ 
ing part of the eiitorlaimucnt, to the do small diversion of tlic 
company, whose attention was altogetlierVngrossed in the contem- 

J dation of such an awkward, ungainly, stalking apparition. At 
ast Pickle, being tired of exhibiting this raree-show, complied with 
the repeated desires of his cipnpaiiion, and handed her into the 
coach ; which lie himself had no sooner entered, than they were 
siiriounded by a flic of muhtjueteers, commanded by an exeni])t, 
who, ordering the coaeli-door to be opened, took his place with 
great deliberation, while one of liis detacliiuunt luountod the box, 
ill order to direct the driver. 

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of this arrest, and it 
was well for him that lie Iiad no weapon wheriiwitli to stand upon 
his defence ; for such was the iirnictuosity and rashness of his 
temper, that, had lie been armed, ho would liave run all risk.s 
rather than surrender hiiiisi'lf to any odd.s wliatever ; but T'allot, 
iinagiiiiiig that the ollieer was some gentliiiiiau who hdd mistaken 
their carnage tor his own, desired Ins friend to undeceive the 
stranger ; and wlnm he was informed of the leal state <‘f their con¬ 
dition, his knees began to shake, lii.s teeth to chatter, .iiid he uttered 
jrmost doleful laiiicntatioii, iinpoiLing his fear of being carried to 
some hidi^us dungeon of the Bastille, 'where he should spend the 
rest of his days in misery and horror, aiiJ never ^ce the light of 
God's sun, nor the face of a friend ; but perish in a foreign land, 

far romovmd from his family and connexions. J^ickle d-d Iiiin 

for his pusillanimity ; and the exempt hearing a lady bemoan her¬ 
self so piteou.sly, cxjircs.sed his mortification at Ijciiig (he instrument 
of giving her such pain, and etideav'oiircd to console thorn by 
representing tlie lenity of the French government, and the singular 
generosity of the piiiice, by wliose order they wei’e apprehended. 

Peregrine, whoso discretion seemed to forsaKe him on all sucli 
occasions, exclaimed, with gieat bitterness, again.st the arbitrary 
administralifui of France, and inveighed, with many expressions 
of contempt, against the character of the ofleudcd prince, whoso 
resentment, far from being noble, be said, iva.i pitiful, uugonorous, 
and uniust. To this remonstrance the ofticor made no rejily, but 
shrugged up his shoulders in silent astonishniont at the hardkssc 
of the prisoner ; and the Jiacrc was just on the poiiiUof setting out, 
when they heard the noise of a sciitile at the back of the coach, ami 

the voice of Tom Pipes pronouncing, “I'll be d-d if I do." 

This trusty attendant had been desired by one of the guard to 
descend from his station in the rear; hut as he resolved to share 
liis master’s f.'itc, he took no nrjtioo of the r entreaties, until they 
were seconded by force ; and that he endeavoured to repel with his 
heel, which lie applied W'ith such energy lo the jaws of the soldier 
who first canio in contact with him, tluib they emitted a crashing 
sound like a dried walnut between tlife grinde.rs of a Templar in the 
pit. Exasperated at this outrage, tlie other saluted Torn’s posterior's 
with his bayonet, which incommoded him so much that he could 
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no longer keep his post, but, leaping upon the groui^, gave his 
antiigonist a chuck under il^ chin, and laid him upon Ins bjick, and 
then skipping over him iiiiiiiite agility, absconded among tho 
crowd of coaches, till he jl;iw the guard mount before and beliind 
upon his master’s Jhin-e, Vhich so sooner set forward, than he fol¬ 
lowed at a small distance, to reconnoitre the place where Peregrine 
should ho con lined. 

After having proceeded slowly*through many windings and 
turnings to a part of Paris, in which Thpes was an utter stranger, 
the coach stojiped at a great gate, with a wicket in the middle, 
wdiich, being opened at the approach of tho carnage, the prisoners 
>vcre admitted ; and, the guard returning witli the fidcrp,. Torn 
determined to watch in that jdaco all night, that, in tlie morning, 
he might make such observations as might be conducive to the 
enlargoincnb of his master. 


CfiAV. XTjVF.—R y the T'idr-tity nf Piprs, .Uiltir is infomi'rt of bis Pupil’s fiito—Cmirors 
witii the Pliysifian--Applies to tbo Atiibas-jidor, vibo, \Mth goat. iMfflculty, obtains Iho 
Ibscliargo of the PriMuicis on certain ('omlitiDns. 

Tins plan ho executed, notwithstanding the pain .-f his woupJI, 
and the t|uostion3 of the cii 3 ’-gu:ird, both horse and foot, to wliich 
ho could make no other answer than and as 

soon as it i\as iiglit, taking an accurate survey of tho castle*(for 
such it seemed to bo’) into winch Peregrine and Pallet had been 
conveyed, together with its vsituatiou in respect to the river, lie 
wont liomo to the lodgings, and, waking j\lr. ,loiter, g.ivo him an 
account of the adventure. 'J’lie governor wrung his liands in the 
utmost grief ami ceiisternation wlien ho heard this unfortunate 
piece of news; he did not doubt that Ins pupil was imprisoned in 
the Bastille for life ; and, in the anguisli of lus apjirehension, 
cursed tho day on 'which lie had undertaken to superiiucnd the 
conduct of such an inijinident young man, 'who hail, bjr reiterated 
insults, jirovokod the vengeance of such a mild, forbearing admin 
istration. That he ijjight not, hoivovor, neglect any moans in liis 
power to extricate him from his present misfortune, he despatched 
Thomas to tho doctor, with an account of his cianpaiiion’s fate, that 
they might joyi their interest in belialf of tlio captives; and tlio 
Iihysioiaii being informed of what had happened, immediately 
di’cssed Inmself, and repaired to Joltcr, wdiom he accosted in these 
words;— 

“ Now, sir, 1 hope you are convinced of your error in asserting 
that opjircssion can never be the etf’cct, of arbitrary power. Such a 
calamity as this could never have happened undcf Che Athenian 
democracy : nay, even when the tjn’ant Pisistratus got poaseasion 
of that commonwealth, he durst nob venture to rule w'ith such 
absolute and unjust dominion. You slmll see now that Mr. Biokle 
and my friend Pallet will fall a sacrifice to the tyranny of la'wleas 
power; and, in my opinion, W’e shaU be accessory to the ^uiii of 
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this poor enslaved pooide if we bestir ourselves in. demanding or 
imploring Vhe release of our uuhap^ countrymen ; as we may 
thereby prevent the commission of a W-graut crime, which would 
fill up the vengeance of Heaven againsl^tho perpetrators, and per¬ 
haps be tlie means of restoring a whole rftition to the unspeakable 
fruition of freedom. For my own part, I should rejoice to see the 
blood of my fallier spilt in such a glorious cause, provided such a 
victim would furnish me with the opportunity of dissolving the 
chains of slavery, and vindicating that liberty which is the birth¬ 
right of man. Then would my name be immortalised among the 
patriot heroes of antiquity, and my memory, like that of Harmodius 
and Aristogitoii, be honoured by statues erected at the public 
expense. ” 

This rhapsody, whicli was delivered with great emphasis and 
agitation, gave so much ofibnee to Jolter, that, without speaking 
one word, he retired in great wrath to his own chamber ; and the 
republican rctuinecl to his lodging, in full holies of his prognostic 
bekig verified in the death and ilestruction of Peregr,ino and tho 
painter, which must give rise to some renowned revolution, wherein 
ho himself would act a iiriucipal part. But the goverutir, whose 
imagination was not quite so warm and jirolific, went directly to 
ambassiiclor, whom ho informed of his pupil’s situation, and 
besouglit to interpose with the French minisbry, that he and tho 
other Britesli subject might obtain their liberty. 

His excellency asked, if Jolter could guess at«the cause of his 
imprisonment, that lie might be the better prepared to vindiaite 
or excuse his conduct: but neither ho nor Pipes could givo tho 
smallest liint of intelligence on that subject: though ho furnished 
himself from Tom’s own mouth with a circumstantial account of 
the manner in which his master had been arrested, as well as of his 
own behaviour, and the disaster ho had received on tlv.t occasion. 
His lordship never doubted that Pickle had brought this calamity 
upon himself by some unlucky prank ho had played at tho inas- 
ijuerade ; especinUy when he understood that tho young gentleman 
had drunk freely in the afternoon, and been so whimsical as to go 
thither with a man in woman’s apparel ; ■ and he that same day 
waited on the French minister, in full confidence of obtaining his 
discharge ; but met with more difficulty than he expected, tho 
court of France being extremely punctilious in everything t-hufc 
conconis a prince of tho blood : tho ambassador *wa8 therefore 
obliged to bilk in very high terms; and, though tho present cir¬ 
cumstances of tho French polities would not allow them to fall out 
w'ibh the British administration for trifles, all the favour he could 
procure was to promise that Pickle should bo set at liberty, jiro- 
vided he woiild ask pardon of tho prince to whom he had given 
oilbneo. 

His excellency thought this was but a reasonable condescension, 
suppijsing Peregrine to have been iir the wrong; and Joltei* was 
admitted to him in order to communicate and reinforce his lord¬ 
ship’s Ctdvico, which was, that he should comply with the terms 
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proposed. Tho governor, wno did not enter this gloomy fortress 
without fear and trembling, Aund his pupil in a dismal tparfcment, 
void of all furniture but a ^ol and truckle-bed. The moment ho 
was admitted, ho perceiv<|l the youth whistling with great un¬ 
concern, and working wiiji' his pencil at the bare wall, on which 
he had delineated a ludicrous figure labelled with the name of the 
nobleman whom he had aliVonted, and an English mastiff with his 
leg lifted up, in tho attitude of makii\g water in his shoo. He had 
been even so presumptuous as to explain the device with satirical 
inscriptions in tho french language, which, when Jolter perused, 
his hair stood on end with ailright. Tho very turnkey was con¬ 
founded and overawed by tho boldness of his behaviour, which he 
had never seen matched by any inhabitant of that place ; and 
actually joined his friend in persuading him to submit to tho easy 
demand of the minister. But our hero, far from embracing tho 
counsel of this advocate, hsinded him to the door with great cere¬ 
mony, and dismissed him with a kick on the breech; and, to all 
the supplications, and oven tears of Jolter, made no other reply 
than that Bo would stoop to no eondescension, because he nad 
committed no crime, but would leave his case to tho cognizance 
and o.’cortion of tho British court, wdioso duty it was to see justice 
done to its own subjects : ho desirevl, however, that Pallet, who 
was confined in another place, miglit avail himsclt of his ov.^* 
disposition, which was sufficiently pliable ; but when tho governor 
desired to see hi.s fellow-prisoner, tho turnkey gave him* to under¬ 
stand that he had received no orders relating to tho lady,‘and 
therefore could not admit him into her apartment; though he wa.s 
complaisant enough to toll him tliat she .seemed veiy much mortified 
at her confinement, and at certiiin times behaved as if her brain 
was not a little disordered. 

Jolter, thus baffled in all his endeavours, quitted the Ba.stille with 
a heavy heart, and reported his fruitle.ss negotiation to the ambas¬ 
sador, who could not help brc;i.king forth into scmio acrimonious 
expressions against the obstinacy and insolence of the young man, 
who, ho said, deserved to Buffer for his folly. Nevertheless, ho did 
not desist from his ropreaenUtious to tho French ministry, which he 
found so unyielding, that he was obliged to threaten, in plain terms, 
to make it ,a national concern ; and not only wrote to his court for 
instructions, but even advised the council to make reprisals, and 
send some f roBch gentleman in London to tho Tower. 

This intimation had an effect upon the ministry at Versailles, who, 
rather than run the risk of incensing a people whom it was neither 
their interest nor inclination to disoblige, consented to discharge tlie 
offenders, on condifion that they should leave Paris in three tlaya 
after their enlargement. This proposal was readily jigreed to by 
Peregrine, who was now a little more tractable, ana hcivrtily tired 
of being cooped up in such an uncomfortable abc^e, for the space Of 
threetlong days, without any sort of communication or entertfwment 
but^thab which his owm imagination suggested, * 
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CtlAF. XLVII.—rerpRrino niakeR himself Merry at Expense of the Painter, who curses 

his Landlady, and breaks wltythe I>octor. 

As he could easily conceive the situation of his companion in 
adversity, ho was unwilling to leave the place until ho had rcJiped 
some diversion from his distress, and with that view rcj)fiired to the 
dungeon of tlie afflicted paintar, to which ho had by this time free 
access. When he entered, the first object that presented itself to 
his eye was so uncommonly ridiculous, that ho could scarce preserve 
that gravity of countenance which he had ailected in order to execute 
the joke he had. planned. The forlorn Pallet sat upright in his bed 
in a deshabille that was altogether extraordinai'y. Jfo had laid aside 
his monstrous hoop, together with liis stays, gown, and j)etticoat, 
wrapped his lappets about his head by way of nightcap, and wore 
his domino as a loose morning-dress ; his grizzled locks hung dowm 
nb(jut his lack-lustre eyes and tawny neck, in all the disorder of 
negligence ; his grey beard bristled aliout lialf-an-inch ^through the 
remains of the jiaint with wdiich his visage had been bedaubed, and 
eveiy feature of liis face w'as lengthened to the most ridiculous 
expression of grief and dismay. 

^Seeing Peregrine come in, he started up in a sort, of frantic 
ecstasy, and, running towards him with open arms, no sooner 
perceived*t;ho woful a])pcararico into winch our hero had modelled 
his physiognomy, than ho stripped short all of a sudilen, and the Joy 
wdiich liad begun to take possession of his heart was in a moment 
dispelled by the most rueful presages ; so that he stood in a mo.st 
ludicrous po.sition of dejection, like a malefactor at the Old Jlailoy, 
when sentence is about to be pronounced. Pickle, taking him by 
the hand, heaved a profound sigh ; and after having protested that 
he was extremely rnoitincd at being pitched upon a,s the messenger 
of bad news, told him, with an air of sympathy and intliiite concern, 
that the French court, having discovered his sex, had resolved, in 
consideration of tlie outrageous indignity ho oflbrcd in x*ublic to a 
prince of the blood, to detain him in the Tiastille a pris«)ner for life ; 
and that this simtence was a mitigation (tbtainod by the importunities 
of the Britisli ambassador, the piniishment ordained by law being 
no other than breaking alive upon the wheel. 

These tidings aggi-avatcd the horrors of the painter to such a 
degree that he roared aloud, and skipped about the toom in all the 
extravagance of distraction, taking God and man to witness that he 
would rather suffer immediate death than endure one year’s im- 

e risonment in such a hideous jilacc ; and cursipg the hour of his 
irth, and the moment on which he departed from his own country. 
“ For my own pari:,” said his tormentor, in a hypocritical tone, “1 
was obliged to swallow the bitter pill of making submission to the 
prince, who, as 1 had not presumed to strike him, received acknow¬ 
ledgments, in consequence of wliich J i^hall bo this day set at liberty ; 
and there is even one expedient left for the recovery of your freedom 
—it is. J own, a disagreeable remedy, but one had better undergo a 
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little mortification than be fir ever wretched. Besides, upon second 
thoughts, I begin to iina^ie that you will nob for euch a trifle 
sacrifice yourself to the mccasing horrors of a solitary dungeon-; 
especially as your condealension will in all probability bo attended 
with advaiiiages which fj'ou could not otherwise enjoy.” Pallet, 
interrupting him ^viih groat eagerness, begged for the love of God 
that he would no longer keep him in tlio torture of suspense, but 
mention that same remedy, which he was resolved to follow, let it 
bo ever so mipalatable. 

Peregrine, having thus played upon hi.s passion.s of fear and hope, 
answered, “that as the oflcnce was committed in the habit of a 
woman, which was a disgui.so unworthy of iho other sex, the Frencli 
court was of opinion that Llie delinquent should bo reduced to the 
neuter gender ; so that there was an alternative at-his own option, 
by whicli ho h.ad it in his power to regain immediate freedom.— 
“ Wliat! ’’ cried the painter, in despair, “ become a singer ? Gad- 
zooks ! and the devil and all that! I’ll rather lie still whore I am, 
and let nwaelf bo devoured by vermin.” Tlion thrusting ou|i his 
tlivoat—“Jlcro i.s my windpipe,” sjiid ho; “bo so good, my dear 
friend, as to give it a slice or two ; if you don’t, 1 shall one of those 
days be found dangling in my garteio. What an unfortunate rascal 
I am ! What a blockhead, and a boast, and a fool, was I to trust 
myself among such a barbarous ruffian race I Lord forgive you, 
Pickle, for having been the immediate cause of my disaster. If you 
had stood by : le from the beginning, according to your promise, I 
should not have boon teased by that coxcomb who ha.s brou^it mo 

to this p.ass. And why did 1 jiut on this d-d unlucky dress ? 

Lord curse that chattering Jezebel of a landlady, who advised such a 
preposterous disgui.se !—a di.sguiso whicli h.is not only brought mo 
to tliLS pas.s, but also rendered mo abominable to myself, and friglit- 
ful to others ; for when I this morning signified to the turnkey that 
T wanted to bo shaved, he looked at my beard with astonishment, 
and, crossing himself, muttered his Pater Noster, believing me, I 
suppose, fi» be a witch, or sometbing worse. And Heaven confound 
that loathsome banquet of the ancients, which provoked me to drink 
too freely, tliat 1 might ivash aw’ay llie taste of that accursed 
sillikic.aby.” * 

Our y(»ung gentleman, having heard this lamentation to an end, 
excused himself for his conduct by representing that he could not 
possibly forefeo the disagrocablo consequences that attended it; and 
in the me.an time stremu)u.sly counselled him to submit to the terms 
of his enlargement. He observed that he ivas now arrived at that 
time of life whoir the lusts of the flesh should be entirely mortified 
within him, and his greatest concern ought to bo the health of hia 
soul, tt) whicli nothing could more cfFcctually contribute than the 
amputation which was proposed ; that his body, as well as his mind, 
would profit by the change ; bccauso ho would have no dangerous 
appetite to gratify, and no^camal thouglita to divert him from the 
duties of his profession ; and his voice, which was naturalist sweet, 
would improve to such a degree, that ho would captivate t^e ears of 
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alltho people of fashion and taste, and In a little time he celebrated 
under the appellation of tlio English SdL'esino. 

Those arguments did not fail to make fkuprcssion upon the painter, 
who nevertheless started two objectitms tl his compliance j namely, 
the disgrace of the punishment, and the d^ad of his wife. Pickle 
undertook to obviate these ditticulties, by assuring him that the 
sentence would bo executed so privately as never to transpire : and 
that his wife could not be so unconscionable, after so many years of 
cohabitation, as to take exceptions to an expedient by which she 
would not only enjoy the conversation of her husband, but even the 
fruits of those talents which the knife would so remarkably refine. 

Pallet shook his head at this last remonstrance, as if he thought 
it would not be altogether convincing to his spouse, but yielded to 
the proposal, provided her consent could bo obtained. Just as he sig¬ 
nified this condescension, the jailer entered, and addressing himself 
to the supposed lady, expressed his .satisfaction in having the honour 
to tell her that she was no longer a prisoner. As the painter did 
not understand one word of what he said, l^eregiino undertook the 
oftic5 of interpreter, and made his friend believe the jaildr’s .speech 
W'as no other than an intimation that the niini.stry had sent a sur¬ 
geon to execute what w as proposed, and that the instrumeiits and 
dressings were prepared in the next room. Alarmed and terrified 
aMhis sudden appointment, he flew to the other end of the room, 
and, snatching up an earthen chamber-pot, which was the only 
offensive wC^pon in the place, put himself in a poatyre of defiance, 
and with many oaths threatened to try rho temper of the barber’s 
skull, if ho should presunio to set his nose within the apartment. 

The jailer, who little expected such a reception, concluded that 
the poor gentlewoman had actually lost her wits, and retreated with 
precipitation, leaving the door ojien as he wont out; upon which 
Pickle, gathering up the particulars of his dress with great despatch, 
crammed them into s arms, and taking notice that now t-he 

coast w'as clear, exhortetl him to follow his footsteps to the gate, 
where a hackney-coach stood for his reception. There being no 
time for hesitation, the painter took his advice ; and without quitting 
the utensil, which in his hurry he forgot to lay down, sallied out in 
the rear of our hero, with all that wildness of terror and impatience 
which may he reasonably supposed to take possession of a man who 
flies from perpetual imprisonment. Such was the tumult of his 
agitatiiin, that liis faculty of thinkirig was for the pr^nt utterly 
overwhelmed, and he saw no object but his conductor, whom he 
followed by a sort of instinctive impulse, without regarding tile 
keepers and sentinels, who, as he passed with his clothes under one 
arm, and his chamber-pot brandished above hia'head, were con« 
founded, and eyen. dismayed, at the strango apparition. 

During the whSle course of this irruption, he c^ed not to cry, 
with groat vociferation, “Drive, coachman, drive, in the name of 
God 1 ” and the carriage had proceeded the length of a whole street 
before ke manifested the least sign of reflection, but stared like the 
Gorgon’s^head, witii his mouth wide open, and each particular haiy 
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crawling and twining like an Inimated serpent. At length, however, 
he began to recover the usofof his senses, and asked Peregrine 
thought him now out of all danger of being retaken. This unrelent¬ 
ing wag, not yet satisfied (witli the aflliction he had imposed upon 
the sufferer, answered, wiith an air of doubt and concern, that he 
hoped they would not bo overtaken, and j^ayed to God they might 
not bo retarded by a stop of carriages. Pallet fervently joined in 
this supplication ; and they advanced a few yards farther, when the 
noise of a coach at full speed behind them invaded their ears ; and 
Pickle, having looked out of the window, withdrew his head in 
seeming confusion, and exclaimed, “Lord, have mercy upon us! I 
wish that may not bo a guard sent after us. Methinks I saw the 
muzzle of a fusil sticking out of the coach.” The i>aiutor, hearing 
tlieae tidings, that instant thrust himself half out .it the window, 
W'itlihis helmet still in his hand, bellowing to the coachman, as loud 

as he could roar, “ Drive, d-ye, drive to the gates of Jericho and 

the ends of the earth ! Drive, you ragamulfiii, you rascallion, you 
hell-hound !—drive us to the pit of liell, rather than we should be 
taken ! ” * ' 

8ueh a phantom could not pass witliout attracting the curiosity 
of the people, who ran to their doors and windows, in order to behold 
this object of admiivition. Witli the same view, that coach, w'hich 
was supposed to be in pursuit of him ; stopped just as the window, 
of each happened to be oi)i)osito ; and Pallet, looking behind, and 
seeing three nui^n standing upon the footboard armed With canes, 
which his fear converted into fusils, never doubted that his 
friend’s suspicion was just, but, shaking his Jordan at the imagi¬ 
nary guard, swore he would sooner die than part with his precious 
ware. Tlie owner of tlie coach, wlio was a nobhmian of the first 
quality, mistook him for some unhapi)y woman deprived of her 
senses : and, ordering his coachman to jiroceod, convinced the 
fugitive, to his infinite joy, that this ^'as no more than a false 
alarm. He was not, for all that, freed from anxiety and trepida¬ 
tion ; but our young gentleman, fearing his brain would not bostr 
a repetition of the same joke, permitted him to gain his own 
lodgings without farther molestation. 

His landlady, meeting him on the stair, was so affected at his 
appearance, that she screamed ahmd, and betook herself to flight; 
while ho, curaing her with great bitterness, rusliod into the ajMirt- 
rnent to the* doctor, who, insteaii of receiving him with cordial 
embraces, and congratulating him upon liis deliverance, gave 
evident tokens of umbrage ami disconLont; and even plainly told 
him, he hoped to have heard that he and Mr. Pickle had afcted the 
glorious part of Cato ; an event which would have laid the foun¬ 
dation of such noble struggles, as could not fail to end in happiness 
and freedom; and that he h^ already made some progress in an 
ode that would have immortalised their names, and inspired the 
flame of liberty in every |ionest breast. *“ There,” said ho, “1 
would have proved, that great talents, and high soutimonts of 
liberty, do reciprocally prodiico and assist each othgr; and 
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illustrated my assertions with such n tes and quotations from the 
Greek writers, as would have oponcr the eyes of the most blind 
and unthinking, and touched the most callous and obdurate heart. 

* O fool 1 to think the man, whose ample mind must grasp what¬ 
ever yonder stars survey ’—Pray, Mr. Pailet, what is your opinion 
cjf that imago of the mind’s grasping the whole universe ? For my 
own part, I can’t help thinking it tho most happy conception that 
ever entered my imagination. 

The painter, wdio was not such a flaming enthusiast in tho cause 
of liberty, could not brook the doctor’s reflections, which he 
thought savoured a little too much of indifTcrence and deficiency in 
point of private friendship ; and therefore seized tho present 
opportunity of mortifying his jnide, by observing, that the image 
was, without all doubt, very grand and magnificent; but that ho 
had been obliged for the idea to J\Tr. Bayes in “ Tho Rehearsal,” 
who values himself upon the same tigui'e, conveyed in those words, 
“But all these clouds, when by tlio eye of reason grasp’d,” &c. 
Upon any other occasion, tho painter would have triumphed 
greatly in tliis detection ; but such was the fiutter and c<'afusioii 
of his spirits, under the apprehension of being retaken, that, with¬ 
out farther communication, ho retreated to his own I’oom, in order 
to resume his own dress, which lie hoped would alter his a]>pcar- 
Wice in such a raannor as to baffle all search and examination ; 
while the physician remained ashamed an<l abashed, to find him¬ 
self convirted of bombast by a person of such contofnptiblo talents. 
He tVas offended at tliis jiroof of his memory, and so much enraged 
at his presumption in exhibiting it, that he could never forgive his 
want of reverence, and took every <qqH)rtiinity of exposing his 
ignorance and folly in the sequel. Indeed, tho tics of private 
affection were too w’cak to engage the hoavt of this republican, 
whoso zeal for the community had entirely swallowed up his 
concern for individuals. “He looked ujion particular frientlship 
as a passion unworthy of his ample soul, and was a professed 
admirer of L. Manlius, Junius Brutus, and those later patriots of 
the same name, who shut their cars against the cries of nature, 
and resisted ail the dictates of gratitude and liuiiiaiiity. 


♦ 


C'haP, XIA'IIT.—Pallet conceives a hearty Hontempt for his Fellow-traveller, and attaches 
himself to Pickle, who, nevertheleas, persecutes him with his nilBchicvous Talent upon 
the lioad to Flanders. 

In the mean time, liis companion, having employefi divers pailfuls of 
W'ator, in cleansing himself from tho squalor of a jail, submitted his 
face to the barber, tinged bis eye-brows with a sable hue, and, being 
dressed in his own clothe.s, ventured to visit Peregrine, who was still 
under the hands of his v^lct-de-chambre, and who gave him to under¬ 
stand that his escape had been connivftd at, and that the condition 
of their deliverance was their departure from Paris in three days. 
The jiftintcr was transported with joy, when he learned that he 
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ran no risk of being retaken I and, far from repining at the terms 
of his enlargement, would have willingly act out on hi^ return to 
England that same aftcrn|on; for the Bastille had made such an 
impression upon him, that he started at the sound of every coacli, 
and turned pale at the si^ht of a French soldier. In the fulness of 
his heart, lie complained of the doctfir’s indifl'erence, and related 
what had jiassed at their mooting witli evident marks of resent¬ 
ment and disre.spoct; which were 'nttt at all diininislied, when 
Joltcr informed him of the physician's holiaviour vrhen he sent for 
him, to confer about the means of abridging their confinement. 
Pickle himself wa.s incensed at his want of bowels ; and, perceiving 
how much ho had sunk in the ojiinioii f*f his fellow'-travoller, 
resolved to encourage these sentiments of disgust, and occasionally 
foment the division to a downright (juarrol, which he foresaw 
would produce some diversion, and perhaps expose the poet’s 
character in sucli a light, as would olfcctually punish him for his 
arrogance and barbarity. With this view', he levelled several 
satirical jokes at the doctor’s pedantry and want of taste, which 
hud apiioarcd so conspicuous in the <iuol;alions he had got hy heart, 
from ancient auLhor.s ; in his uft'ected disdain of the best pictures 
in the world, winch, had he been endowed with the least share of 
discernment, lie could not have beheld with .such i nsensibilit}^^^ 
and, lastly, in his ridiculous haiupiet, wliich noim but an egregious 
coxcomb, devoid of all elegance and sense, would Iiavo ^Kj^pared, or 
presented to I’.liional beings. In a word, our young gontl^^man 
played the artillery of his wit against him with such success, that 
the jiaiiitor seemed to wake from a dream, and went home with the 
most hearty coiiLempt for tlic person he had formerly adored. 

Instead of using the privilege of a friend, t(» enter hi.s apartment 
without ceremony, he sent in his servant with a luessage, import¬ 
ing, that ho intended to set out from Paris the next day, in cuiu- 
pany with Mr. Pickle ; .and desiring to knoAv W'hether or not he 
Avas, or would ho, prepared for the journey. The doctor, struck 
with the manner as Avell as tho matter of this intimation, went 
iniinediately to Pallet’s rocun, and demanded to know tho cause of 
such a.sudden dotejniinat,ion without his privity or concurrence; 
and when ho understood tho necessity i)f their .afiairs, rather than 
travel by himself, ho ordered his baggage to be packed up, and 
signified his j’eadiness to conform to tho emergency of tho case ; 
though he w'as not at all pleased with the cavalier behaviour of 
Pallet, to whom ho threw out some hints of his own importance, 
and the immensity of his coridoscoiisioii in favouring him with 
such marks of regard. But by this time those insinuations had 
lost their effect upon the painter, Avho told him, with an arch 
sneer, that he did not at all question his learnuig* and abilities, 
and particularly his skill in cookery, which ho should never forget 
while his palate retained its function; bpt nevertheless advised 
him, for tlio sake of tho degenerate eaters of thes days, to ^are a 
little of his sal ammoniac in the next sillykicaby he should 
prepare j and abate somewhat of the devil’s dung, which Ite had so 
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plentifully^ crammed into the roasted (>wls, unless hh had a mind to 
convert his guests into patients, with a view of licking himself 
whole for the expense of the entettainni()nt. 

The physician, nettled at these saroaspis, eyed him with a look 
of indigmition and disdain; and, beir^5 unwilling to express him¬ 
self in English, lest, in the course of the altercation, Pallet should 
ho so much initated as to depart without him, he vented his anger 
in <*roek. The painter, though by the sound ho supposed this 
quotation to be Greek, complimented his friend upon his knowledge 
in the Welsh language, and found lucans to rally him quite out of 
temper ; so that he retired to his own chamber in the utmost >vrath 
and mortification, and left liis antagonist exulting over the victory 
ho had won. 

"While these things passed between these originals, Peregrine 
W'aitcd upon the ambassador, whom he thanked for his kind inter¬ 
position, acknowledging the indiscretion of his own conduct with 
such appearance of coiuiction and promises of reformation, that 
hirf excellency freely forgave him for all the trouble Be had been 
put to on his account, fortified him with sensible advices, and, 
assuring him of his continual favour and friendship, gave him, at 
parting, letters of iiitniduction 1o soveial persons of quality belong- 
to the British court. 

Thus distinguished, our young gentleman took leave of all his 
French ifquahitancc, and spent the evening witl^ some of those 
whothad enjoyed the greatest share «'f his intimacy and confidence } 
while Jolter superintended liis domestic concerns, and wifcli intiiiHe 
joy bespoke a post-chaise and horse, in order to convey him from ft 
phicc where lie lived in continual apprehension of suffering by the 
dangerous disposition of Ins pupil. Everything being adjusted 
according to their plan, they and their fellow-travollors next day 
dined together, and about ftiur in the afternoon took their depar¬ 
ture in two chaises, escorted by the valet-do-chambro, Pipes, and 
the doctor’s lawiuey on horseback, well furnished with arms and 
ammunition, in case of bfdn« attacked by robbers on the road. 

It was about eleven o'clock at night when they arrived at Senlis, 
which was the place at winch they proposed-vto lodge, and where 
.they W'ere obliged to knock up the people of the inn, before ttiey 
could have their supper prepared. All the provision in the house 
was but barely sufficient to furnish one indifterent msal: however, 
the painter consoled himself for the quantity with the quality of 
the dishes, one of which was a fricassee of rabbit, a preparation 
that ho valued above all the dainties that ever smoked upon the 
table of the sumptuous Heliogabalus. * 

He had no |ooner expressed himself to this effect, than our herO)' 
who was almost'incessantly laying traps for diversion at his neigh^ 
bout’s expense, laid hold on the declaration; and, recollecting tha 
story of Bcipio and the muleteer in QU Bias, resolved to peftHpIntd 
a jokaupon the stomach of Pallet, wBicb seemed partiouWjf^ '#sll 
dhsposed to a hearty supper. He, accordingly, digested his plan { 
aM company .being seated at table, alTeoted to gaae 
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peculiar eagerness at the pa|titer, who had heljped hinis^t^ to a large 
portion of the fricassee, and began to swallow it with infinite relish. 
Pallet, notwithstanding the keenness of his appetite, could not 
help taking notice of Pickle’s demeanour; and, making a short 
pause in the exercise of tiis grinders, You arc surprised,” said ho, 
“tosee me make so much despatch ; but I was extremely hungry, 
and this is one of the best fricassees I over tasted: the BVench are 
very expert in these dishes, that I fnust allow ; and, upon my con¬ 
science, 1 would never desire to eat a more delicate rabbit than this 
that lies upon my plate.” 

Peregrine made no other reply to this encomium, tlian the repeti¬ 
tion of the word r<fhhit, with a note of admiration, and such a 
significant shake of the head, as effectually alarmed tJie other, who 
instantly suspended the action of his jaws, and, with the morsel 
half chewed in his mouth, stared round him with a certain stolidity 
of apprehension, which is easier conceived than described ; until 
his eyes encountered the countenance of Thomas Pipes, who, being 
instructed,*and posted opposite to him for the occasion, exbilSited 
an arch grui, that completed the painter’s disorder. Afraid of 
swallowing hia mouthful, and ashamed to dispose of it any other 
way, he sat some time in a most clisticssed state of suspense ; and 
being (piostionod by Mr Jolter touclinig his calamity, made. 
violent eflort of the musdes of Ins gullet, which with di&culty 
performed tlieir oftico ; and then, with great confusion afiti concern, 
asked if Mr. Picklc susi)cctod the ralibit’s identity. The young 
gentleman, assuming a my.stcrious air, protended ignorance of the 
matter, observing that ho was apt to suspect aU dishes of that 
kind, since ho had been informed of the tricks which were com¬ 
monly played at inns m Franco, Italy, and Spain ; and recounted 
that passage m Gil Bias, which we have hinted at above; saying, 
he did not pretend to be a connoissour in animals, but the legs of 
the creature which composed that fricassee did not, m his opinion, 
resemble those of the rabbits he had usually seen. This observa¬ 
tion had an evident effect upon the features of the painter, who, 
with certain signs of loathing and astonishment, exclaimed, “ Lord 
Jesus! ” and appended to Pipes for a discovery of the truth, by 
asking if he knew anything of the affair. Tom very gravely 
replied, ^‘that he did suppose the food WJis wholesome enough, 
for ho had s#en the skin and feet of a speciM ram-cat, new flayed, 
hanging upon the dour of a small pantry adjoining to the kitchen.” 

Before this sentence was uttered, Pallet's belly seemed to move 
in wntaot with his back-bone, his colour changed, no part but the 
whites of his eyes wore to bo seen, ho dropped hia lower jaw, and, 
fixing his hands in his sides, retched with such convulsive agonies, 
igi, antased and disconcerted the whole company*: and wh^ aug¬ 
mented his disorder, was the tenacious retention of the attach, 
aheolutely refused to part with its contents, notwithsiAndh]^ 
iu4 the enoigy of his abhorrence, whidi f^rew him into a ooU^eweat, 
and almost into a swoon, 

alarmed at hU condition, assured him iPwaa # genuine 
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rabbit, that he had tutored Pip^s to say otherwise for the 
joke’s sake. But this confession he considered as a friendly artifice 
of Pickle’s coinpasaioii, and therefore it had little effect ujjon his 
constitution. Uy tho assistance, however, of a large bumper of 
brandy, his spirits were recruited, and his recollection so far re¬ 
covered, that ho was able to declare, witli divers contortions of 
face, that the dish had a particular rankness of taste, which he 
had imputed partly to tlie nathre of the French coney, and partly 
to tlie composition of their sauces ; then he iuveiglicd against tlio 
infamous practices of French publicans, attributing such iiiiposition 
to their oppressive governmenl., which [kept them so necessitous, 
that they wore tempted to exorcise all manner of knavery upon 
their unwary guests. 

Jolter, who could not find in his heart to let slip any opportunity 
of sjieaking in favour of tho French, told him, that he was a very 
great stranger to their ])()lice ; else he would know, that if, upon 
information to the magistrate, it should ajiiioar that any traveller, 
nattve or foreigner, had been im[)osed upon or ill-tneated by a 
publican, the ofi'euder woidd be inmiedialely obliged to shut up his 
house ; aivl if his bcliaviour had been iioiorious, lie himself would 
be sent to the gallcj’s, witliout the least hesitation : “and as for the 
.yish which has been made the occasion of your present disorder,” 
said he, “ I will take upon mo to affirm it was prejiared of a 
genuine r»?)bit, which was skinned in luy jiresence ; and, in con- 
lirms^ion Of what J assert, though such fricassebs are not tlie 
favourite.s of my taste, I will eat a part of tliis without scruple.” 

8o saying, lie swallowed sev'oral mcvutlifuls of the (piestioiiod 
coney, and Pallet seemed to eye it again with inclination ; nay, ho 
even resumed liis knife and fork : and being just on the point of 
applying thorn, was seized with another <iualm of aiipreliension, 
that broke out in an cxclairiation of, “After all, Mr. Jolt.:r, if it 
should be a real ram-cat { Lord have mercy u]>on me ! here is one 
of tfio claws.” With these words ho presented the tip of a toe, of 
which Pipes had snipped off five or six from a duck that was 
roasted, and purposely scattered them in the fricassee : and the 
governor could nf>t behold this testimonial .without systems of 
unciisiness and remorse ; so that lie and the painter sat silenced 
and abashed, and made faces at each other, while the physician, 
who liated thorn both, exulted over their affliction, birring them bo 
of good cheer, and proceed with their meal; for he W'as ready to 
demonstrate, tliat the flesli of a cat rvas as nourishing and delicious 
as veal or mutton, provided they could prove that the said cat was 
not of the hoar kind, and had fed chiefly on vegetable diet, or even 
confined its carnivorous appetite to rats and mice, wliich he affirmed 
to bo dainties* exquisite taste and flavour. Ho said, it was a 
vulgar mistake to think that all flesh-devouring creatures were 
unlit to bo eaten : witaess tlie consumption of swine and ducks, 
animals that delight in carnage as wall as fish, and prey upon 
each other, and feed on bait and carrion ; togetber with the demand 
for boarf of which the best hams in tho world are made. Ho then 



PICKLE’S |30UBLE-DBALING. 209 

observed that the negroes oi| the coast of Guinea, who are healthy 
and vigorous people, prefer rats and dogs to all othcr*fare ; and 
mentioned from history several sieges, during which the inhabitonts, 
who were bloched up, lived upon these animals, and had recourse 
evou'to human flesh, wliiich, to his certain knowledge, was in all 
respects preferable to pork ; for, in tho course of his studies, he 
had, for tho experiment’s ('ako, eaten a steak cut from the buttock 
of a person who had been hanged. • 

This dissertation, far from compo-sing, increased the disquiet in 
the stomachs of the governor and painter, who, hearing the last 
illustration, turned their eyes u])on the orator, at tho same instant, 
with looks of horror and disgust ; and the one muttering the term 
“cannibal,” and the other jn-onouncing the word “abomination,” 
they rose from table in a great hurry, and running tow'ards anotlier 
apartment, jostled with such violcncf.* i]! tlio pissagc, that both 
were f)verturned by the shock, whicli also contributed to the oticct 
of their nausea, that mutually defiled them as they lay. 


Chap. XT.IX.—Noria tho PhysiciaaPacicd from liiaUiui'^u’e—Thov rtneh Anas, whoreour 
Ailvpntiiror ongagea in play wub two Prpiuli ORkers, wlio, nexlMoinnig, gi\n the Land 
lord an interesnng Proof of ilu-lr ImpoTlnncr'. 

The doctor remained sullen and dejected during the whole journey: 
nob but that ho a..teinpted to recover his iniportaueo by liaraiignjiig 
upon the Roman highways, when I\Ir. Joltcr dcsiretl the comjiany 
to take notice of tho fine pavement ujion wliich they travelled frfiin 
Paris into Flanders ; but Pallet, who tliouglit ho had now gained 
the ascoiidcncy over the physician, exerted himself in maintaining 
the superiority ho had ac([uired, by venting various sarcasms upon 
his self-conceit and aflectation of learning, and even uttering puns 
and conundrums ujtoii tho remarks wliieli tho republican retailed. 
When ho talked of the Flaniinian Way, the painter questioned if 
it was a better pavement than tho Flcminiau Way on which they 
travelled : and tho doebir having observed, that this road w'as 
made for the convenience of drawing t-ho French artillery into 
Flanders, which was often the .seat of war, his competitor in wit 
replied, with infinite vivacity, “There are more great guns than 
tho French kiiig knows of draivu along tins causeway, doctor.” 

Encouraged i)y tho suocess of these etforls, which tickled tho 
imagination of Jf»ltor, and drew smiles (as he imagined) of appro¬ 
bation from our hero, he sported in many other cquiooquas of tho 
same nature; and at dinner, told tho physician, that he w'as like 
the rtK>t of the tongue, as being cursedly down in the mouth. 

By this time, such was the animosity subsisting 'bc’tw'een these 
quondam friends, that they never conversed together, except with a 
view of exposing each other to tho ridicule or contempt of their fel¬ 
low-travellers. The doctor was at great pains to point out the folly 
and ignorance of Pallet in private to Peregrine, who was often 
conjured in the same manner by the painter, to take notice ®f the 

o 
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physician’s want of manners and ta^o. Pickle pretended to ac¬ 
quiesce irf the truth of their mutuaF severity, which, indeed, was 
extremely Just; and by malicious insinuations blew up their con¬ 
tention, with a view of bringing it to open hostility. But both 
seemed so averse to deeds of mortal purpose, tliat for a long time 
his arts were baffled, and ho could not spirit tliem up to any pitch 
of resentment higher than scurrilous repartee. 

Before they reached x\rras, ^tho city gates were shut, so that they 
were obliged to take up their lodgings at an indilTerent house in 
the suburbs, where they found a couple of French officers, who 
had also rode post from Paris so far on their way to Lisle, These 
geutleinou wore about tlio age of thirty, and their deportment 
(iistinguished by such an air of insolence, as disgusted our hero, 
who, nevertheless, accosted them politely in tlie yard, and proposed 
that they should su]» together. They thanked him for the honour 
of his invitation, which, however, they declined upon pretence of 
having ordered something for themselves ; but promised to wait upon 
hipi and his company inmuMliately after tlioir ro])ast. 

This they accordingly pcrfcjrmod ; and after having'drunk a few 
glasses of Burgundy, one of them asked, if the young gentleman 
would, for pastime, take a hand at quailrille. Peregrine easily 
divined the meaning of tins proposal, which was unulo with no 
""other view than that of fleecing him and his fellow-travollei's ; for 
howell^new to what shifts a subaltern in the Fi’ench service is 
reduced, in order to maintain tlio appearance of gentleman, and 
hacf reason to believe that most of them were sharpers from their 
youth • but, as ho depended a good deal uimii his own jieiietratiou 
and address, he gratified the stranger’s desire ; and a party was 
instantly formed of the jiainter, tlio physician, the proposer, and 
himself, the other officer having jirofessed himself utterly ignorant 
of tlio game ; vet, in the cc-iu’se of the play, he took his station at 
the back of Pickle’s chair, which was opjiosile l-o liis friend, oil 
pretence of amusing liirnself with seeing his manner of conducting 
the cards. The youth was not such a novice but that he perceived 
the design of this palpable piece of behaviour, Avliich, notwith¬ 
standing, ho ovcrJ«)oked for the ]irescnt, with a view of flatterifig 
their hopes in the beginning, that tliey might bo the more etfectually 
punislied by their disappointment in the end. 

The game was scarce lieguii, when, by the reflection of a glass, 
ho discerned the officer at his back making signs to* Iiis companion, 
who, by these preconcerted gestures, was perfectly informed of the 
contents of Peregrine’s hand, and, of consequence, fortunate in 
the course of play. Thus they wore allow'ed to enjoy the fruits of 
theii’ dexterity, until their money amounted to some loiiis; when 
our young gentleman, thinking it high time to do himself justice, 
signified in very polite terms to the gentleman who stood behind 
him, that ho could never play with ease and deliberation when he 
was overlooked by any bystander, and begged that he would have the 
goodness to Iw seated. 

As Ibis was a remonsCraiicu wliich the stranger could not, with 
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any show of breeding, resist! he asked pardon, and retired to the 
chair of the pliysician, who itraukly told him, that it was not the 
fashion of hia country for one to submit his hand to the perusal of 
a spectator ; and when, in consequence of this rebuff, he wanted to 
quarter himself upon the.painter, he was refused by a wave of tlie 
hand, and shako of the head, with an exclamation of pardonvez 
moi! which was repeated with such emphasis, as discomi)osed his 
effrontery ; and ho found himself o^^liged to sit down in a state of 
uiortitication. 

The odds being thus removed, fortune proceeded in her usual 
channel; and though tlic Frenchman, deprived of his ally, 
endeavoured to practise divers strokes of finesse, the rest of the 
company observed him with such vigilance and caution, as baffled 
all his attempts, and in a very little time he was compelled to part 
with his winning : but, having engaged in the match with an 
intention of taking all advantages, wtjelhor fair or unfair, that his 
superior skill should give him over the Englishman, the money was 
not refundc«l without a thousand ilisputcs, in the course of which ho 
essayed to Intimidate his antagonist with high w^ords, which were 
retorted by our hero Avith such interest as convinced him that he 
had mistaken his man, and persuaded him to make his I'etreat in 
quiet. Indeed, it Avas not without cau&o that they repined at the 
bad success of tlicir enterprise ; because, in all likclilua.d, they had 
nothing to depend upon for the present but their own industry* and 
know not how to defray their expenses on the road, except by some 
acquisition of this kind. *’ 

Next morning they rose at daybreak, and resolving to anticipate 
their foliow-lodgors, bespoke post-horses as soon as they could bo 
admitted into the city ; so that, when oui‘ company appeared, their 
beasts Avero ready in tlio yard, and they only Avaited to discuss the 
bill, vvhicli tliey had onlcred to be made out. The landlord of the 
inn presented his rarte Avith fear and •trembling to e»no of those 
ferocious cavaliors, Avho no scjoner cast hia eye upon the sum total, 
than ho discharged a volley of dreadful oaths, and asked if the king's 
orticoi’s wore to bo treated in that manner '{ The poor publican pro¬ 
tested, with great humility, that he liad the utmost respect for his 
majesty, and everything that belonged to him; and tliat, far from 
consulting his oivii interest, all that he desired was, to be barely 
indemnifloil for the expense of their lodging. 

This condoaoonsion seemed to have no other eftect than that of 
encouraging their arrogance. They swore Ins extortion bhould be 
explained to the oommandant of the town, who would, by making 
him a public example, teach other innkeepers howto boliave towards 
men of honour ; autl threatened Avith such confidence of indignation, 
that the wretched landlord, dreading the cousocpienco of their Avrath, 
implored pardon in the most abji'ct manner, bc^gguig, with many 
supplications, that lie might have the jileasurc of lodging them at 
his ciAvn chai’ge. This was a favour which he witli great difficulty 
obtained : they chid him sevdirely for his imposition ; exhorted him 
to have more regard for his own couscieuco, as well as for the 
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cnnvciui'ncc of his guests; aucl, cautionmglum in particular, touching 
his helmvibur to the geiitlcmcn of tho'arrny, mounted their horses, 
and rode otl’ in great state, leaving him veiy thankful for having so 
successfully appeased the choler of two oflicers, who wanted either 
inclination or ability to pay their bill; far experience had taught 
him to bo a})])reliensivo of all such travellers, who commonly lay the 
landlord under contribution, by way of atonement for the extrava¬ 
gance of his demands, even aftor he has professed his willingness to 
entertain them on their own terms. 


Chat. L.-lViPj'rinc i.'.or.alizi'a ujkhi tlieiv Behaviour, winch is condemned hy I ho Doctor, 

.and defended hy the Governor - I'h' v unive in aiifeiy at T.isli', dme aban Onlinaiy, visit 

tlift Citadel—The. I’liybician quaiiels wiih a Koith Briton, who is put in Aricst. 

Titese honourable adventurers being gone, Peregrine, who was 
present during the transaction, informed liimself of tlio jiarticulars 
frevn the mouth of the innkeoiier himself, who toek Heaven and 
the saints to witness, that ho sliould have been a loser I'y their cus¬ 
tom, even if the bill bad becui ])aid . boeauso he was on liis guard 
against their objections, and had charged every avi-icle at an under 
price ; but such was the authoiily of ollicors m France, that lie durst 
*"'1101 dispute tho least circumstance of their will ; for, had the case 
come uiirfi/?r the cogiuzanco of I ho magistrate, ho must, in course, 
have sulfored by tho maxims of their government, ivliich never fail 
to abet the ojipressioii of tho army ; and, besides, run the risk of 
incurring their tnturc resentment, wlnrh would be sullicient to ruin 
him from ioji to bottom. 

Our hero lioiled with indignatiou at this instanco of injustice and 
arbitrary power ; and, turning to liis governor, asked, if this too 
was a proof of the happiness enjoyed by tho B'ronch people. Jolfor 
replied, that every liimrtii constitution must, in some tilings, bo 
imperfect; .and owned, that, in this kingdom, gentlemen were 
more countenanced than the vulgar, because it was to be presnuicd 
that their own sontimerit.s of honour and superior (pialitications 
would entitle Ihctu to thi.s prc-ominonoe, which had also a retro¬ 
spective view to the incut of their ancestors, in consideration of 
which they were at first oniioblod ; but ho affirmed, that tlio inn¬ 
keeper had misrepresented the magistracy, wdiich, in France, never 
failed to punish flagrant outrages and abuse, without respect of 
persons. 

Tho painter appi'oved of the wisdom of tho French goveniment, 
in bridling tho insolence of tlio mob, by whicli, he assured thorn, 
ho had often sufibred in liis ow'ii jicrson ; having been often be¬ 
spattered by'hfrckney co;vchmeii, jostled by draymen and porters, 
and reviled, in the most opprobrious terms, by tho watermen of 
London, where ho had once lost hia bag and a considerable quan¬ 
tity of hair, which Inul been cut off Ijy some rascal in his passage 
through Ludgate, during the lord mayor’s procession. On^ the 
other l^nd, tho doctor with great wamith alleged, that those oflicers 
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ought to suffer death, or banl'sliment at least, for having plundered 
the peo})le in tins manner, which was ho impudent and barefaced as 
plainly to prove they were certain of escaping with impunity, and 
that they were old offenders in the same degree of delinquency. Ho 
said, that the greatest man in Athens would have been condemned 
to perpetual exile, and seen his estate confiscated for public use, 
h.ad he dared in .such a licentious rn 2 .nuor to violate the rights of a 
follow-citizen ; and, as for the little affronts tij which a man may be 
subject from the petulance of the multitude, he looked upon them 
as glorious indications of liberty, which ought not to be repressed ; 
and would at any time rejoice to find liimsclf ovortlirown in a kennel 
by the insolence of a son of freedom, e\'cn 1 hough the fall sliould 
cost him a limb ; adding, by way illuMtration, that the greatest 
pleasure he over enjoy(3d, was in seeing ■' dustman wilfully overturn 
a gentleman’s coach, in which ';vo ladies were Liuisod, even to the 
danger of their lives. Pallet, shocked at tlio extravagance of this 
declaration, “If that be the case,” said he, ‘*1 wish you may see 
every bone hi your body broken by the first carman you meet in the 
streets of London.” 

This argument being discussed, and the reckoning discharged 
without any deduction, altliough iJie landlord, in stating the 
articles, had an cyo to the loss lie had sustained by hi.-^ oavu country 
men, they departed from Arras, :iiul arrived in safely Lisle, 
about two o’clock in the afternoon. 

They had scarce taken possession of their lodgings, in a large 
hotel on tlie Gnmdi’ PJacCj when the innkeeper gave thorn to 
understand tliat ho kejit an ordinary below, which was frequented 
by several English gentlemen who rijsuled in town, and that dinner 
was then uyion the table. Peregrine, who seized all opportunities 
of observing new cliaracters, persuaded liis company to dine in 
public ; ami they were accordingly conducted to the place, where 
tliey found a mixture of Scotch .and Dutch officers, avIio had conio 
from Holland to leani their exercises at the academy ; and some 
gentlemen in the Frcncli sorvico, who were upon garrison duty in 
the citadel. Among these last was a peisou about the age of 
fifty, of a reniarkaily genteel air and polite address, dignified 
with a Malte.so cro.ss, and distinguished by the particular vene¬ 
ration of all those who knew him. When lie iiuderstt.od that 
Pickle and liis friends were travellers, ho accoste<l the youth in 
English, which he spoke tolerably well; and a.s tliey w'cre strangei’S, 
offered to attend tliem in the afternoon to all the places worth 
seeing in Lisle. Our hero thanked liim for his excess of polite¬ 
ness, which, he sflid, was peculiar to the French nation; and, 
struck with his engaging appearance, industriously, courted his 
converaation, in the course of which he learned, 'that this cheva¬ 
lier was a man of good sense and groat experience, that he was 
perfectly well aci^uaiutcd with the greatest part of Europe, had 
lived some years in England? and was no stranger to the constitu¬ 
tion and genius of that people. 

Having dined, and drunk to tho healths of the Engli'Sh and 
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French kiraga, two fincreti were called, in one of wliich the knight, 
with one of his coinpanions, the governor, and Peregrhie, seated 
tliemselves, the other being occupied by the physician, Pallet, and 
two fc 5 cotti.sh oihcers, who proposed to accompany them in their 
circuit. The first place they visited was the citadel, round the 
ramparts of which thoy walked, under the conduct of the knight, 
who explained with great accuracy the intention of evory parti- 
ciihu- iorlilicaiioii belonging to that soomingly impregnable for¬ 
tress ; and when they had satisfied their curiosity, took coach 
again, in order to view tlie arsenal, which stands in another 
quarter of tlio town; but, just as I’lcklo’s carriage had crossed 
the prtjiueuado, ho heard his own name bawled aloud by tho 
painter ; and, ordering tho jian'f' to stop, saw Pallet, with one 
half of his body thrust out at the window of the other coach, 
crying, with a territied look, “ Mr. Pickle, Mr. Pickle, for the love 
of (xod ! halt, and i)revent bloodshed, else hero will he carnage 
and cutting of throats." Peregrine, surprised at this pxelamatiuii, 
immediately alighted, and, ailvancing to the other vohiclo, found 
t)no of thou- military companions standing upon the ground, at tho 
farther side of the coacli, with liis sword drawm, and fury in his 
countenance ; and tho physician, with a quivering lip and haggard 
■^.ispcct, struggling with the other, w'ho Inul inter])osed in tlie quarrel, 
and dctjy/ied him in his jdace. 

Our yimng gentleman, upon inquiry, found that this animosity 
had' sprung from a disjinte that happened upon the rainimrta, 
touching the strength of tlie fortiheatitm, which the doctor, 
according to custom, undervalued, because it was a modern work ; 
saying, that by the help of the military engines used among the 
ancients, and a few thousands of iiioneors, bo would engage to 
take it in less than ton day.s after he should .sit dow’ii before it. 
The !North Briton, who "^as as great a pedant as the jibysician, 
having studied fortiticaiion, and made himself master of Coe8ar’.s 
(Jommentarics and Polybius, with the observations of Folard, 
aflirmed, that all tho methods of besieging practised by tlio ancients 
would bo utleriy ineffectual against such a plan as that of the 
citadel of Lisle ; and began to compare the aggereSt arietes, 

seorpioues, and catapults of the Romans, witli the trenches, mines, 
batteries, and mortars used in the present art of war. The re¬ 
publican, finding hijtnself attacked upon what he thoif^ht his strong 
side, summoned all his learning to his aid ; and, describing the 
famous siege of Plateai, happened to misquote a passage of 
Thucydides, in which he was tjon’oeted by the other, who, having 
been educated for tho church, was also a connoisseur in the Greek 
language. The. doctor, incensed at being detected in siich a 
blunder in tho presence of Pallet, wdio, he knew, would promulgate 
his shame, told the officer, with great arrogance, that his objeotion 
was frivolous, and tliat he must not protend to dispute on these 
matters with one who had considered tKem with the utmost aooumey 
and care. His antagonist, piqued at this supercilious insinualiop,' 
replied^with great heat, that for aught he knew, the doctor might 



THE DOCTOR TREATED WITH INDIGNITY, 215 


bo a very export apothecai'y, but that in tho art of war, and 
knowledge of tlie Greek tongue, he was no other than ifti ignorant 
pretender. 

This asseveration produced an answer full of virulence, including 
a national reflection upoif tho soldier’s country; and the contention 
rose to mutual abuse, when it was suppressed by the admonitions 
of the other tvro, who bogged they would not expose themselves 
in a strange place, but behave tluunSelves like fellow-subjects and 
friends. They accordingly ceased reviling each other, and the 
alfair was seemingly forgot; but after they had resumed their 
places in the coach, the painter uufortiinately a.skod the moaning 
of the word tortise, which ho h id heard them mention among the 
Homan implements of war. This quebti(jii was answered by the 
physician, who described tho nature of this expedient so little to 
the satisfaction of the officer, thrit he contradicted him flatly, in 
the midst of his explanation ; a circumstiince which j>rovoked the 
republicaji to such a degree, that, in tho temerity of his j>assion, 
ho uttered f the ujiithet “■ impertinent scoimdrel; ” wliich was no 
sooner pronounced than tho (kilodonian made manual ai>plication 
to his nose, and, leaping out of the coach, stood waiting for him on 
the plain ; while he, the physician, mavlo feeble efforts to join him, 
being easily retained by tlie other soldier; and Pallet, dreading 
the consecpicnce in which he himself might bo involved, bellowed 
aloud for prevention. 

Our hero enueavoiired to quiet the commotion, by ropresepting 
to the 8cx»t that lie had already taken satisfaction for the injury 
he had received, and tolling tho doctor tliat he had deserved tho 
chastisement wliich was inflicted upon him ; ljut the oflicor, 
encouraged perhaps by tho confusion of his antagonist, insisted 
upon his asking pardon for what he had said ; and the doctor, 
believing himself under the jirotectioy of his friend IMckle, far 
from agreeing to such concession, breathed nothing but deliance 
and revenge ; so that tlie chovalior, in order to prevent mischief, 
put the soldier under arrest, and sent Inm to his lodgings, under 
the care of the other Krcncli gentleman and his (»wn companion ; 
they being also aocopipanicd by Mr. Joker, who, having fonnei'ly 
seen all the curiosities of Lisle, willingly surrendered his place to 
tho physician. 

0 - * - 

OWAi*. LI.—Plcklo enRaffPB with a Kniglit of Malta, in a Conveisatuta upon the EriKlieh 

Stage, wliich followwl by a DmscrtaUoii on tho Tlioatr-s of tlie Ancients, by the 

Doctor. 

V 

The rest of the company proceeded to the arsenal, which having 
viewed, together with some rem.irkable churches, they, in their 
return, went to the comedy, and saw tho Cid of Corneille tolerably 
IveU represented. Tn consequence of this^ entertainment, the dis- 
eburse at supper turned u{>pn. dramatic peHormances ; and all the 
objections of Moiis. de Scudery to the jiieco they had seen*aoted, 
together with the decision of tlie French Academy, were c^vassed 
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and discussed. The knight was a nilm of letters and taste, and 
particular!^ well acquainted with the state of the English stage; 
BO that when the painter boldly pronounced sentence against the 
French manner of acting, on the strength of having frequented a 
Covent Garden club of critics, and been ^ften admitted, by virtue 
of an order, into the pit; a comparison immediately ensued, not 
between the authors, but the actors of both nations, to whom the 
chevalier and Peregrine were no strangers. Our hero, like a good 
Englishman, made no scruple of giving the preference to the per¬ 
formers of his own country, who, he alleged, obeyed the genuine 
impulses of nature, in exhibiting the passions of the human mind ; 
and entered so warmly into tho 6})irit of tlieir several parts, that 
they often fancied themselves the very heroes they represented; 
whereas, the action of the Parisian players, even in their most 
interesting characters, was generally such an extravagance in 
voice and gesture, as i.s nowhere to bo o>)seived but on the stage. 
To illuistrato this assertion, ho availed himself of liis talent, and 
mimicked tho manner and voice of all the principal iperfonncrs, 
male and female, belonging to tho French contedy, to the admira¬ 
tion of the clievalier, wdio, having complimented him upon this 
.surprising modulation, begged leave to dissent in some laivticulars 
from the opinion he had avowed. 

** “That you have good actors in England,” .said ho, “it would be 
unjust absurd in me to deny ; y<}ur tlieatre is adorned by one 
woiqan, wliose sensibility and sweetness of voice ii^’ such as I have 
never observed on any other stage ; she has, be.side8, an elegance 
of person and expression of feature.'*, that woinlerfully adapt her 
for the most engaging chaiacters of y(jur best plays ; and I must 
freely own that T have been as highly delighted and as deeply 
affected by a Monnnia and Pelvidera at London, as ever 1 ivas by 
Cornelia and Cle(jpatra at I^aris. Your favourite actor is a surjms- 
ing genius. You can, n.oroover, boast of several comic actors who 
are perfect masters of buffoonery and grimace ; tliough, to bo free 
with you, 1 tliiiik in these (jualifications you are excelled by the 
players of Amstc'rdam. Yet one of your g/'acioHos 1 cannot admire, 
in all the characters he assumes. Ills uttmanco is a continual 
sing-song, like the chanting of vespers; and liis action resembles 
that of heaving ballast into the hold of a ship. In his outward 
deportment he seems to have confounded tlie ideas of dignity and 
insolence of mien ; acts the crafty, cool, designing Crookback, ns a 
loud, shallow, blustering Hector; in the character of the mild 
patri(»t Brutus, loses all temper and decorum; nay, so ridiculous 
is the behaviour of him and Cassius at their interview, that, 
setting foot to foot, and grinning at each other, with the aspect of 
two cobblers Cuiraged, they thrust their loft sides together, with 
repeated shocks, that the hilts of their swords may clash for the 
entertainment of the aydienco ; as if they were a couple of merry 
andrews, endeavouring to raise the langh of the vulgar, on some 
scaffold at Bartholomew Fair. The despair of a great man, who 
falls a racriiice to the infernal practices of a subtle traitor that 
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enjoyed his confidence, this English .^Esopus represents, |)y heating 
his own forehead, and bellowing like a bull; and, indeed, in almost 
all his most interesting scenes, performs such strange shakings of 
the head, and other antic gesticulations, that when 1 fii-st saw him 
ivct, I imagined the i)odr man laboured' under that paralytical 
disorder, which is known by the name of St. Vitus’s dance. In 
short, he seems to bo a stranger to the more refined sensations of 
the soul, consequently his exi)ressioii*ia of the vulgar kind, and he 
must often sink under the idea of tlie poet; so that ho has recourse 
to such violence of affected agitation, as imposes upon the undis¬ 
cerning spectator ; hut to the eye of taste, evinces him a mere 
player of that elass whom your admired Shakspeare justly coni- 
pares to Nature’s journeyman tearing a passion to rags. Yet this 
man, in spite of all these absurdities, is an admirable Falstaff, 
exhibits the chanictor of tlie oi;.htii Homy to the life, is reason¬ 
ably applauded in the Plain Dealer, excels in the part of Sir John 
Brute, and would be equal to many humorous situations in low 
comedy, wdwch Ids pride will not allow him to undertake. T 
should not have been so severe u})on tins actor, had I mit seen him 
extolled by his partisans with tlie most ridiculous and fulsome 
manifestations of praise, oven in those very circumstances wherein 
(as I have observed) he chiefiy failed.” 

Pickle, not a little piqued to hear the qualifications of such a 
celebrated actor in England treated with such freedom •.<,iid dis¬ 
respect, answered, w'itli some a.sperity, that the chevalier was a 
true critic, more industrious in observing the blemishes than in 
acknowledging the excellence of those who fell under his exami¬ 
nation. 

It was not to be supposed that one actor could shine equally in 
all characters ; and though his observations were undoubtedly 
very judicious, ho himself could not helf* w'onderiug that some of 
them had always escaped his notice, though ho had been an 
assiduous frequenter of the playhouse. “The yilayer in question,” 
said ho, “ has, in your owm opinion, considerable share of merit in 
the characters of comic life ; and as to the manners of the great 
peraoiiagcs in tragedy, and the operation of the grand passions of 
the soul, I apprehend they may be variously represented, accord¬ 
ing to the various complexion and cultivation of difforeiit men. A 
Spaniard, for ^xample, though impelled by the same passiim, will 
express it very differently from a Frenchman ; and w'hat is looked 
upon as graceful vivacity and address by the one, w'ould be con¬ 
sidered as importinenco and fojipery by the other ; nay, so opposite 
is your common deportment from that of some other nation.s, that 
one of your own countrymen, in the relation of his travels, observes, 
that the Persians even of this ago, when they see ar.y man perfonu 
unnecessary gestures, say he is either a fool or a Frenchman. The 
standard of demeanour being thus settled,, a Turk, a Moor, an 
Indian, or inhabitant of any •ountry, whose customs and di'es* are 
widely different from ours,' may, in his acntiiuoiits, possess all the 
dignity of the human heart, and bo inspired by the noblest passion 
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that animates the soul, and yet excite tlio laughter -rather than the 
respect of an European spectator. 

“ When I first behold your famous Parisian stage-heroine in one 
of her principal parts, her attitudes seemed so violent, and sho 
tossed her amis around with such extraVagance, that she put nm 
in mind of a windmill under the agitation of a hard gale ; w'hilb 
lior voice and features exhibited the lively representation of an 
English scold. The action of* your favourite male performer was, 
in my opinion, equally unnatural: he appeared with the affected 
airs of a dancing-master ; at the most pathetic junctures of his fate 
ho lifted up his hands above his head, like a tumbler going to vault, 
and spoke as if his throat had been obstructed by a hair-brush : yet, 
when I compared their manners with those of the people before 
whom they performed, and made allowance for that exaggeration 
which obtains on all theatres, I was insensibly reconciled to their 
method of performance, and 1 could distinguish abundance of merit 
beneath that oddity of appearance.” 

‘The chevalier, perceiving Peregrine a little iiritated at what ho 
had said, asked pardon for the liberty he bad taken in censuring 
the English players ; assuiing liim that ho liad an infinite venera¬ 
tion for the liritish learning, genius, and taste, wl’.ich were so 
ifc,justly distinguished in the world of letters; .and that, nohvitli- 
standing the severity of his criticism, he thought the theatre of 
Londorftnuch bettiir supplied with aclurs than that of Paris. The 
young gentleman thanked him for his polite condescension, at 
which Pallet exulted, saying, with a shake of the head, “I believe 
BO, too, monsieur ; ” .nnd the phy.sician, impatient of the dispute in 
' wdiich he had borne no share, observed, with a supercilious air, that 
the modern stage was altogethev beneath the notice of one who had 
an idea of ancient niagiiitic»mcc and execution; that plays ought 
to bo exhibiteil at the expense of the state, as those of Sophocles 
■were by the Atliouians ; anil that proper judges should be appointed 
for receiving or rejecting all such performances as are offered to the 
public. 

He then described the theatre at Rome, which contained eighty 
thousand spectators ; gave them a learned tdisquisition into the 
nature of the ijersima, or mask, worn by tlie Roman actors, which, 
he said, was a machine that covered the whole head, furnished on 
the inside with a brazen concavity, that, by rev^berating the 
sound, as it issued from the mouth, raised the voice, so as to render 
it audible to such an extended audience. He explained the differ¬ 
ence between the saUator and ciedanintvr, one of wliom acted, 
while the other rehearsed the part; and from fiience took occasion 
t<j mention Hie perfection of their pantomimes, who were so 
amazingly disiifict in the exercise of their ai-t, that a certain pripce 
of Pontus, being at the court of Nero, and seeing one of them 
represent a story, begged him of the emperor, in order to employ 
. him as an interpreter among barbarous nations, whose langht^e he 
did not understand. Nay, divers cynic philosophers, "v^ho had 
tiondeilined this entertainment unseen, when they chanced to be 
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eye-witnesses of their Jidrairablc dexterity, expressed)theiftsorrow for 
having so long debarred themselves of such rational enjoyment. 

He dissented, however, from the opinion of Peregrine, who, as a 
proof of their excellence^ had advanced that some of tlio Englisb 
actors fancied themselves the very thing they represented ; and 
recounted a story from Lucijiii, of a certain celebrated i>antomime, 
who, in acting the part of Ajax in hi^s frenzy, was transported into 
a real fit of delirium, during which he tore to pieces the clothes of 
that actor who stalkcjd before him, beating the stage with iron shoes, 
in order to increase tlio noise ; snatched an instrument from one of 
the musicians, and broke it over the liead of liim who represented 
Ulysses; and, running to the consular bench, mist<K)k a couple of 
senators for sheep which were to be slain. The audience applauded 
him to the skies : but so conscious was the mimic of his own extra¬ 
vagance when ho recovered the use of bis rea.son, that ho actually 
fell sick witlv mortification ; and heing afterwards desired to re-aet 
the piece, flatly refused to apptjar in any such character, saying that 
the shortest follies were the best, and that it was sufficient for Wus 
to have been a madman once in bis life. 


Chap. LIL—An Adventure happens to Pipes, m consequence of vihicb bo **■ 'isznissed 
from rercRririe's Smvicc—T he whole Company set out for Ghent, in the Diilgciico -Our 
Hero la captivated by a Lady in that Carriage—Interests her spiritual Director Vt Ids 
behalf. 

The doctor bcinfj fairly engaged on tho subject of the ancients, 
would have proceeded the Lord knows how far, wiLhont hesitation, 
had not he boon interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Jolter, who, in 
great confusion, told them that Pipes, having aflronted a soldier, 
was then surrounded in the street, and* certainly would bo put to 
death if some person of authority did not immediately interpose in 
his behalf. 

Peregrine no sooner learned the danger of his trusty squiie, than, 
snatching up his sword, he ran downstairs, and was followed by 
tho chevalier, entreating him to leave the affair to hi.s management. 
Within ten yards of the door they found Tom, with his back to a 
wall, defending himself manfully with a niopstick against the 
assault of thr#e or four soldiers, who, at sight of the Maltese cross, 
desisted from the attack, and were taken into custody by older of 
tho knight. One of tho aggressors, being an Irishman, begged to 
be heard with great iriifiortunity before he should be sent to tho 
guard; and, by the mediation of Pickle, was accordingly brought 
into the hotel with his companions, all throe bearing u|}pn their he^ls 
and faces evident marks of their adversary’s proweifa and dexterity. 
The spokesman, being confronted with Pipes, informed the company 
that, having by accident met with Mr. Pipefti, whom ho considered 
fts his Countryman, though fdttune had dispos^ of them in diiferent 
sfe^vioejs, he invited hun to drink a glass of wine, and accordingly 
. .Carried him to a cabaratt where ho introduced him to his CoAradcs; 



220 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 

bub in thei^course of the conversation, which turned upon ihe power 
and greatness of the kings of France and England, Mr. Pipes had 
been pleased to treat his Most Christian Majesty with great dia- 
resiject; and when he, the entertainer, expostulated with hini in a 
friendly inaimer about his impolite behaviour, observing, that he, 
being in the French service, would be under the necessity of resent¬ 
ing his abuse if he did not put a stop to it before the other gentlemen 
of the cloth sliould comprehend his meaning ; he had set them all 
three at defiance, dishonoured him in particular with the opprobrious 
epithet of rebel to his native king and country, and even drunk, in 
br<tken French, to the perdition of Louis and all his adherents ; 
that, compelled by this outrageous conduct, he, as the person who 
had recommended him to their society, liad, in vindication of his 
own character, demanded satisfaction of the delin<|uent, who, on 
pretence of fetching a sword, had gone to his h)dging, fr<jm whence 
he all of a sudden sallied upon them with the mopstick, which he 
employed in the annoyance of them all without distinction, so that 
tlifcy were obliged to draw in their own defence. 

Pipes, being questioned by liis master with regard to the ti’uth 
of this account, owned that evoiy circumstance was jn.stlj' repre¬ 
sented ; saying, ho did not value their checse-toiisteis a pincli of 
^ oakum ; and that if the gentleman had not shot in betwixt them, 
he would have trimmed them to such a tune, that they should not 
have a whole yard to square. Peregrine reprimanded him 
sharply for liis unmannerly behaviour, and insisted upon his 
asking pardon of those he had injured u])oii the spot: but no con¬ 
sideration was efficacious enough to produce such concession ; to 
this command he w.as both deaf and dumb; and the repeated 
threats of his master had no more ellect than if they had been 
addressed to a marble statue. At length, our hero, incensed at his 
obstinacy, started up, auA would have chastised him with manual 
Operation, had not he b-eeu jircvented by the chevalier, who found 
means to moderate his indignation so far, that lie contented him¬ 
self with dismissing the ofieiider from his .service ; and after having 
obtained the di'iehargo of the jnisoiiers, gave them ;i louis to drink, 
by way of recompense for the disgrace akd damage they had 
BU.stained. 

The knight, perceiving our young gentleman very ranch ruffled 
at this accident, and reflecting upon the extraordinan^' deportment 
and appearance of his valet, whoso hair had by this time adopted 
a grizzled hue, imagined he was some favourite domo,stic, who had 
grown grey in the service of his master’s family, and that, of con¬ 
sequence, he was uneasy at the sacrifice lie had ^ado. Swayed by 
this conjecture, ho earnestly solicited in his bolialf; hut all he 
could obtain, wAs a promise of re-admitting him in favour on the 
terms alrwidy proposed, or at least on condition that he should make 
his acknowledgment to* the chevalier, for his want of reverence and 
reject for the French monarch. * 

Upon this condescension the culprit was called upstairs, and 
made iKquainbed with the mitigation of his fate; upon which he 
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said, he would down on his marrowbones tg his own master, but 
■would be d -d ‘before lie would ask pardon of e’er a IVenclnnan 
in Christendom. Pickle, exasperated at this blunt declaration, 
ordered him out of his presence, and charged him never to appear 
before his face again; while tlio officer in vain employed all his 
influence and address to appease his resentment, and about mid¬ 
night took his leave with marks of mortification at his want of 
success. • 

Next day the company agreed to travel through Flanders in tlie 
diligence, by the advice of Peregrine, who was not without hope of 
mooting Avith some adventure or amusement in that carriage ; nn<l 
J(dter took care to secure jdaccs for them all; it being resolved 
that the v(ilet-flp-ch((iJihrr. and tlie doctor’s man sliould attend tho 
vehicle on horscliack ; and as for the forlorn Pipes, bo was left to 
reap the fruits of his own stubborn diMposition, notwithstanding 
tho united oft’orts of the whole triumvirate, who endeavoured to 
procure his pardon. 

Every previous measure being thus taken, they set o\it frogi 
Lisle about six in tho morning, and found themselves in tho coni' 
pany of a female adventurer, a very handsome young lady, a 
Capuchin, and a Pottevdam Jew. Our young gentleman, being 
tho first of this society that entered, surveyed tho strangers witli 
an attentive eye, and seated himself immediately behind tho beau¬ 
tiful unknown, who at once attracted liis attention. Pallet "ceing 
another lady unc^igagod, in imitation i>f hi.s friend, took possession 
of her neighbourhood ; tlie physician paired with the priest, And 
iloltcr sat down by the Jew. 

Tho machine had not proceeded many furlongs, when Pickle, 
accosting the fair incognita, congratulated himself upon his hap¬ 
piness, in being the follow-traveller of so cliarniiiig a lady. She, 
without tho least reserve or affectation, tliankcd him for hi.s coni- 
plnnent; and replied, with a sprightly •air, that now tlicy were 
embarked in one common bottom, they must club their endeavours 
to make one another as hapjjy as the nature of their situation 
would permit them to be. Encouraged by this frank intimation, 
and captivated by her fine black eyes and easy behaviour, he 
attached himself to h%r from that moment; and, in a little time, 
tlie conversation became so particular, that the Capuchin thought 
proper to interfere with the discourse, in such a manner as gave the 
youth to undorstiind that he was there on purpose to superintend 
her conduct. Ho was doubly rejoiced at this discovery, in con¬ 
sequence of which he hoped to profit in liis addresses, not only by 
tho young lady’s restraint, that never fails to operate in behalf of 
tlie lover, but also by the corruptibility of her guardian, whom he 
did nob doubt of rendering propitiou.s to his cause. ^ Flushed with 
those expectations, he bmiaved with uncommon complacency to 
the father, who was charmed with tho affability of his carriage, 
and on the faith of his generosity abated of his vigilance so much, 
that our hero carried on hlb suit without further molestation; 
while the painter, in signs and loud bursts of laughter, conversed 
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with hiB dulcinea, who was perfectly well versed in these simple 
expressious of satisfaction, and had already found* means to make 
a dangerous invasion upon his heait. 

Nor were the governor and physician tmomployed, while their 
friends ..interested themselves in this agreeable manner. Jolter no 
sooner perceived the Hollander was a Jew, than he entered into an 
investigation of the Hebrew tongue, in which he was a connois¬ 
seur ; and the doctor at the ^mc time attacked the mendicant on 
tlie ridiculous maxims of his order, together with the impositions 
of priestcraft in general, which, he observed, prevailed so much 
among those who profess the Roman Catholic religion. 

Thus couixlcd, each committee enjoyed their own conversation 
apart, without any danger of oncroachnieiit; and all were so intent 
!ipoii their .several topics, that they scarce allowed themselves a 
small interval in viewing the desolation of Menin, as they passed 
through that ruined frontier. About twelve o’clock they arrived 
at Courtray, where the horses are always changed, and the com¬ 
pany halt an hour for refreshment. Here Peregrine handed his 
charmer into an apartment, where she wa.s joined by the other 
lady ; and, on pretence of seeing some of the churches in town, put 
himself under the direction of the Capuchin, from whom he learned 
that the young lady was wife to a French gentleman, to whom she 
had been rnan-ied about a year, and that she was now on her journey 
to vis.il;, her mother, who lived in Brussels, and who at that time 
laboured under a lingering distemper, which, iij all probability, 
would soon put a period to her life. He then launched out in 
praise of her daug]itor’.s virtue and conjugal affection ; and, lastly, 
told him, that ho was her father-confessor, and pitched upon to be 
her conductor through Flanders, by her husband, who, as well as 
his wife, placed the utmost contidcuce in his prudence and integrity. 

Pickle easily comprehended the meaning of this insinuation, and 
took the hint accordingly. He tickled the priest’s vanity with 
extraordinary encomiums upon the disinterested principles of his 
order, which were detached from all worldly pursuit/S, and alto¬ 
gether devoted to the eternal salvation of mankind. He applauded 
their patience, humility, and learning, and lavished a world of 
praise upon their talent in preaching, whioh, he said, had more 
than once operated so powerfully upon him, that had he not teen 
restrained by certain considerations which luj could not possibly 
waive, he should have embraced then' tenets, and begged adiniasioii 
into their fraternity: but, as the circumstances of his fate would 
not permit him to take such a salutary measure for the present, he 
entreated the good father to accept a< small token of hia love and 
respect, for the benefit of that convent to whidi he belonged. Bo 
saying, ho pplled out a purse of ten guineas, which the Capuchin 
observiiig, turitcd his head another way, and lifting up his arm, 
displayed a pocket almost as high as hia coUar-bono, in which ho 
deposited the money. • 

TWs proof of affection for the orde^ produced a sudden and' sur^* 
prising effect upon the friar. In the transport of his xea| he wrung 
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this seml'Convert’a hand, showered a thousand benedictions upon 
his head, and exhorted him, with the tears flowing; fror® his eyes, 
to perfect the great work which the finger of God had begun in his 
hoaH; and, as an instance of liis concern for the welfare of hia pre^ 
oious soul, the holy brother promised to recommend him strenu¬ 
ously to the pious admonitions of the young woman under his care, 
who was a perfect saint upon earth, and endued with the peculiar 
gift of mollifying the hearts of obdurate sinners. “O father!” 
oried the hypocritical projector, who by this time perceived that 
his money was nob thrown away, “ if 1 could be favoured but for 
one half-hour with the private instruction of that inspired devotee, 
my mind presages that E should he a strayed sheep brought back 
into the fold, and that I should find easy entrance at the gates of 
heaven ! There is something supernatural in her asjiect: I gaze 
upon her with the most pious fervour, and my whole soul is 
agitated with tumults of hope and despair ! ” 

Having pronounced this rhapsody with transport half natural, 
and half affected, the priest assured him, that these were opera¬ 
tions of the Spirit, which must not bo repressed ; and comforted 
him with the hope of enjoying the blessed interview which he 
desired, protesting that, as far as his influence extended, his wish 
should bo that veiy evening indulged, The gracious pupil thanked 
him for his benevolent concern, which ho swore should not bo 
squandered upon an ungrateful object; and the rest of the com¬ 
pany intoiTuptii^ the convei’saiion, they returned in a boily to the 
inn, where they dined all together ; and the ladies wore persuaded 
to be our hero’s guests. 

As the subjects on which they had been engaged before dinner 
were not exhausted, each brace resumed their former theme, when 
they were replaced in the diliijmrc. The painter’s mistress 
finished her comjuest, by exerting her skill in tlie art of ogling, 
accompanied by frequent bewitching •sighs, and some tender 
Fi’oncli songs, that she sang with such pathetic expression, as 
quite melted the resolution of Pallet, and utterly subdued his 
affection : and he, to convince her of the importance of her victory, 
gave a specimen of his (;wn talents, by entertaining her with that 
celebrated English ditty, the burden of which begins with, “ The 
pigs they lio.with their a—s bare.” 


CiTAF. LIII.—He makes some Progress in her AfT'^ettons—Is lnf,crruptod by a Pispute 
between Jolter and a Jew—Appeases the Wralh of the ('apuchin, who procures for him 
An Interview with his t^iir Enslaver, in which he finds himself deceived. 

Pebegrink, meanwhile, employed all his insinuatioi\ and address 
iu practising upon the heart of the Capuchin’s f/lir charge. He 
had long ago declared his passion, not in the superficial manner 
a French gallant, but with all the ardour*of an enthusiast; he 
had languished, vowed, flatrtred, kissed her hand by stealtl^ and 
had tio reason to complain of his reception. Though, by a man of 
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a less aanguine disposition, her particular complaisance would have 
been deenecd equivocal, and perhaps nothing more tlian the effect 
of Froneti breeding and constitutional vivacity; he gave his own 
qualifications credit for the whole, and with these sentiments caiv 
ried on at the attack with such unabat’ng vigour, that she was 
actually i)revailed upon to accept a ring, which he i)re8ented as a 
token of his esteem; and everything proceeded in a most pros¬ 
perous train, wl)en they w'cre .disturbed by the governor and Israel¬ 
ite, who, in the heat of disputation, raised their voices, and poured 
forth such effusions of gutturals, as set our lover’s teeth on edge. 
As they spoke in a language unknown to every one in the carriage 
but themselves, and looked at each other w’ith mutual animosity 
and rancour, Peregrine desired to know the cause of their conten¬ 
tion ; upon which, Joller exclaimed, in a furious tone, “This 
learned Levite, forsooth, has the impudence to tell rao that I don’t 
understand Hebrew ; and affirms that the word Benoni signifies 
‘child of joy’ ; whereas, I can prove, and have already said enough 
to convince any reasonable man, that in the Septuagint it is rightly 
translated into ‘son of my sorrow.’ ” 

Having thus explained himself to his impil, he turned to the 
priest, with intention to appeal to his determination ; but the Jew 
pulled him l)y the sleeve willi great eagerness, saying, “For the 
I love of God, be <]uiet: the Capuchin will discover who we are ! ” 
Jolter.-jflffended at this conjunction, echoed, “Who we are ! ” with 
great emphasis ; and repeating uos poma » 2 ator/itfs,,.aRkcd ironically, 
to \Vhich of the tribes the Jew thouglit he belonged ? The Levite, 
affronted at his comparing liiin to a ball of liorsc-dung, replied, 
with a most significant grin, “To the tribe of Tssachar.” His 
antagonist, taking the advantage of his unwillingness to be known 
by the friar, and prompted by revenge for tlio freedom he had used, 
answered, in the French language, that the judgment of God was 
still manifest upon their if hole race, not only in tlicir being in the 
state of exiles from tlieir native land, but also in the spite of their 
hearts and pravity cf their dispositions, which demonstrate them 
to be the genuine offspring of those who crucified the Saviour of 
the world. 

His expectation was, however, defeated: fiio priest himself Wfis 
too deeply engaged to attend to the debates of other people. The 
physician, in the pride and insolence of his learning, had under¬ 
taken to display the absurdity of the Christian faith ; having 
already, as lie thought, confuted the Capuchin, touching the points 
of belief in which the Roman Catholics differ from the rest of the 
world. But not contented with the imagined victory he had 
gained, he began to strike at the fundamentals of religion; and 
the father, w;>th incredible forbearance, suffered him to make very 
free with the dbetrine of the Trinity: but, when ho levelled the 
shafts of his ridicule at the immaculate conception of the Blessed 
Vir^, the good man’s patience forsook him, his eyes seemed to 
kindhi with indignation, he trembled ^‘in every joint, and uttered, 
with a loud voice, “ You are an abominable—I will not call tliee 
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heretic, for thou art worse, if possible, than a Jew: y®u deserve 
to be inclosed in a furnace seven times heated ; and 1 have a good 
mind to lodge an information against you with the governor of 
Ghent, that you may be apprehended and punished as an impious 
blasphemer.” 

This menace operated like a charm upon all present; The doctor 
was confounded, the governor dismayed, the Levito’s teeth chat¬ 
tered, the painter was astonished at the general confusion, the 
cause of which ho could not comprehend, and Pickle himself, nob 
a little alarmed, was obliged to use all his interest and assiduity in 
appeasing this sou of the church, who, at length, in consideration 
of the friendshix) ho professed for the young gentlemtan, consented 
to forgive what had passed, bub absolutely refused to sit in contact 
with such a profane wretch, whom he looked upon as a fiend of 
darkness, sent by tho enemy oi mankind tt) poison the minds of 
weak people; so that, after having crossed himself, and muttered 
certain exorcisms, lio insisted upon tho doctor’s changing places 
with tho Jew, who approached the offended ecclesiastic in an agony 
of fear. 

Matters being thus compromised, the conversation flowed in a 
more general cliaunel ; and without tho intervention of any other 
accident or bone of contention, tho carriage arrived at the city of 
Ghent about seven in tho evening. Supper being bespoken /o- the 
whole company, pur adventurer and his friends went out to take a 
superficial view »)i the place, leaving his new mistress to the pious 
o.xhortJitions of her confessor, whom, as wc have already observed, 
he had secured in his interest. This zealous mediator s^mke so 
warmly in his commendation, and interested her conscience so 
much in tho aflair, that she could not refuse her helping hand to 
tho great work of his conversion, and i)romiscd to grant the inter¬ 
view ho desired. • 

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which tho Capuchin com¬ 
municated to Peregrino at his return, elevated his spirits to such 
a degree, that ho shone at supper with uncommon brilliance, in a 
thousand sallies of wit and pleasantry, to the admiration and 
delight of all present, 'especially of his fair Fleming, who seemed 
miite captivated by his jierBon and behaviour. The evening being 
thus spent to the satisfaction of all parties, the company broke up, 
and retired to« their several aimrtments, when our lover, to his 
unspeakable mortification, learned that tho two ladies were obliged 
to lie in tho same room, all the other chambers of the inn being 
pre-occupied. When he imparted this difficulty to the priest, that 
charitable father, Who was very fruitful in expedients, assured 
him that his spiritual concerns should not bo obstructed by such a 
slender impediment; and accordingly availed himsetf of his prero¬ 
gative, by going into his daughter’s chamber when she was ^most 
undressed, and leading her into his own, on pretence of administer¬ 
ing salutary food for her soul? Having brought the two votaries 
together, he prayed for success to the operations of grace, and 
left thorn to their mutual meditations, after liaving conjured xhem 

r 
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in the ni#8b solemn manner to let no impure sentiments or tem]^- 
tations of the flesh interforo with the hallowed design of their 
meeting. 

The reverend intercessor being gone^ and the door fastened on 
the inside, tlie pseudo-convert, transported with his passion, threw 
himself at his Amanda’s feet; and begging she would spare him 
the tedious form of addresses, which the nature of their interview 
would not permit him to otiserve, began, with all the impetuosity 
of love, to make the most of the occasion. But whether she was 
displeased by the intrepidity and assurance of his behaviour, think¬ 
ing herself entitled to more courtship and respect; or was really 
better fortified with chastity than he or his procurer had supposed 
her to bo ; certain it is, she expressed resentment and sui-prise at 
his boldness and presumption, and upraided him with having 
imposed upon the charity of the friar. The young gentleman 
was really as much astonished at this rebuff, as she pretended to 
be at his declaration, and earnestly entreated her to consider how 
precious the moments were, and for once sacrifico superfluous 
ceremony to the happiness of one who adored her with such a flame 
as could not fail to consume his vitals, if she would not deign to 
bless him with her favour. 

Notwithstanding all his tears, vows, and supplications, his per- 
Bor^jLaccomplishments, and the tempting opportunity, all that he 
could'obtain w'as an acknowledgment of his having made an 
impression upon her heart, which she hoped tfle dicUtes of her 
duty would enable her to erase. This confession ho considered as 
a delicate consent; and, obeying the impulse of his love, snatched 
her up in his arms, with an intention of seizing that which slie 
declined to give ; when this French Lucretia, unable to defend 
her virtue any other way, screamed aloud ; and the Capuchin, 
setting his shoulder to the dour, forced it open, and entered in an 
affected ecstasy of amazement. He lifted up his hands and eyes, 
and pretended to bo thunderstruck at the discovery he had made ; 
then, in broken exclamations, professed his horror at the wicked 
intention of our hero, who had covered such a damnablo scheme 
with the mask of religion. 

In short, he performed his cue with such dexterity, that the lady, 
believing him in earnest, begged he would fot^ive the stranger- on 
account of his youth and education, which had bee^ tainted by the 
errors of heresy; and he was on these considerations content to 
accept the submission of our hero, who, far from renouncing his 
expectations, notwithstanding this mortifying repulse, confided so 
much in his own talents, and the confession whicn his mistrt^ss had 
made, th^t he resolved to make another effort, to which nothing 
could have prompted him but the utmost turbulence of uuinly 
desire. 
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Cbap. LIV.—He makes another Effort towards the Accomplishment of his Wish, wbieh 

is postponed by a etrango Accident. 

He directed his valet-do-cliambre, who was a thorough'paced pimp, 
to kindle some straw in the yard, and then pass by the door of her 
apartment, ciying with a loud voice that the house was on fire. 
This alarm brought both ladies nut of their chamber in a moment, 
and Peregrine, tiiking the advantage of their running to the street 
door, entered the room, and concealed himself under a large table 
that stood in an unobserved corner. The nymphs, as soon as they 
understood the cause of his Mercury’s supposed affright, returned 
to their apartment, and, having said their prayers, undressed them- 
selves, and went to bed. This .scone, which foU under the obser¬ 
vation of Pickle, did not at all contribute to the cooling of his 
concupiscence, but on the contrary inflamed him to such a degree, 
that ho could scarce restrain his impatience, until, by her breathing 
deep, ho concluded the fellow-lodger of his Amanda was asleep. 
This welcome note no sooner saluted his oars, then he crept to his 
charmer’s bedside, and, placing himself on his knees, gently laid 
hold on her white hand, and pressed it to his lips. She had just 
begun to clo.so her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable oppression of 
slumber, when she was roused by this rape, at which she st;»***-3d, 
pronouncing, in a tone of surprise and dismay, “My God! who’s 
that ? ” 

The lover, with tlie most insinuating humility, besought her to 
hear him ; vowing that his intention, in approaching her thus, was 
not to violate the laws of decency, or that indelible esteem which 
she had engraven on his heart; but to manifest his sorrow and 
contrition for the umbiage be had given, to pour forth the over- 
flowings of his soul, and tell her that he sieithor could nor would 
survive her displeasure. These and many more pathetic protesta¬ 
tions, accompanied with sighs and tears and other expressions of 
grief, which our hero had at command, could not fail to melt the 
tender heart of the amiable Fleming, already prepossessed in favour 
of his qualifications. She sympathized so much with his afHiction, 
as to weep in her turn, when she represented the impossibility of 
her rewarding his passion ; and ho, seizing the favouraole moment, 
reinforced his ^solicitations with such irresistible transports, that 
her resolution gave way, she began to breathe quick, expressed her 
fear of being overheard by the other lady, and, with an ejaculation 
of heavens! I'm undone,” suffered him, after a faint struggle, 
to make a lodgment bpon the covered way of her bed. Her honour, 
however, was secured for the present, by a strange sort pf knocking 
. upon the wainscot, at the other end of the room, hard by the bed in 
which the female adventurer lay. 

Surprised at this circumstance, the lady begged him for heaven^ 
Sake to retreat, or her reputation would be ruined for ever; ^ut 
when he represented to her, that her character would run a much 
gmter risk if ho should be detected in withdrawing, she conseftted^ 
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with gro%t trepidation, to hia stay, and they listened in silence to 
the sequel of the noise that alarmed them. This was no other than 
an expedient of the jiainter to awaken his dulcinea, with whom he 
had made an assignation, or at least interchanged such signals as 
he thought amounted to a firm appoiniment. His nymph, being 
disturbed in her first sleep, immediately understood the sound, and, 
true to the agreement, rose ; and, unbolting the door as softly as 
possible, gave him adnuLtanco, leaving it open for his more com¬ 
modious retreat. 

While this happy gallant was employed in disengaging himself 
from the deshabille in which ho had entered, the Capuchin, sus¬ 
pecting that Peregrine would make another attempt upon his 
charge, had crept silently to the apartment in order to reconnoitre, 
lest the adventure should bo achieved without his knowledge ; a 
circumstance that would deprive him of the j)rofit8 ho might expect 
from his privity and concurrence. Finding the door unlatched, his 
suspicion was confirmed, and ho made no scruple of creeping into 
uhe chamber on all four ; so that the i)ainter, having stripped him¬ 
self to the shirt, in groping about for his diilcinea’s bed, chanced 
to lay his hand upon the shaven crown of the father’s head, which, 
by a circular motion, the priest began to turn round in his grasp, 
like a ball in a socket, to the surprise and consternation of poor 
who neitlier having penetration to comprehend the case, nor 
rcscnmloii to withdraw his fingers from this strange object of his 
toMcli, stood sweating in the dark, and venting ejaculations with 
great devotion. 

The friar, tired with this exercise, and the painful posture in 
which he stooj)ed, raised himsolt gradually upon his feet, heaving 
up at the same time the hand 'v>f the painter, whoso terror and amaze¬ 
ment increased to such a degree at this unaccountable elevation, 
that his faculties began IjO fail; and his pahn, in the confusion of 
his fright, sliding over tlie priest’s forehead, one of hia lingers hap¬ 
pened to slip into his mouth, and was immediately secured between 
the Capuchin’s teeth with as firm a fixture as if it had been screwed 
in a blacksmith’s vice. 

The paititer was so much disordered by this sudden snap, which 
tortured him t«> the bone, that, foi'getting all other considerations, 
he roared aloud, “ Murder ! a fire ! a trap, a trap ! help, Christians, 
for the love of God, help ! ” Our hero, confounde(| by these excla¬ 
mations, which he knew would soon fill the room with spectators, 
and incensed at his own mortifying disappointment, was obliged 
to quit the untasted banquet, and, ap])roaohing the cause of liis 
misfortune, just as his tormentor had thoughtf proper to release his 
finger, discharged such a heavy slap between his shoulders, as 
brought him io the ground with hideous bellowing ; then, retiring 
unperceived to his own chamber, was one of the first who returned 
wiUi a light, on pretence of having been alarmed with his cries. 
Tho Capuchin had taken the same .precaution, and followed Pere¬ 
grine into tho room, pronouncing henedicite,, and crossing himself 
witls many marks of astonishment. The physician and Jolter 



DOUBLJS DiSAPPOINTMBiNT. 


229 


ti,t)pearing at tho same time, the unfortunate painter found 
lying naked on the floor, in all the agony and horror of disinay, 
blowing upon his left hand, that hung dangling from the elbow. 
The circumstance of his being found in that apartment, and the 
attitude of^hia affliction, wliich waa extremely ridiculous, provoked 
the doctor to a smile, and produced a small relaxation in the 
severity of the governor’s countenance^ while Pickle, testifying his 
surprise and concern, lifted him from the ground, and inquired into 
the cause of his present situation. 

Having, after some recollection, and frnitln.ss endeavours to 
speak, recovered the use of liis tongue, he told them that the house 
was ccitainly liaunted by evil spirits, by which he had been con¬ 
veyed, he knew not how, into that apartment, and afflicted with all 
the tortures of hell: that one of thorn Iiad made itself sensible to 
his feeling, in the shape of a i-ound ball of smooth flesh, which 
turned round under his hand, like an asfcrimomer’s globe ; and then, 
rising up to a surprising height, was converted into a machine that 
laid hold on his linger, by a snap ; and having pinned him to the 
spot, he continued for some moments in unspeakable agony. At 
last, he said, the engine seemed to nielL away from his finger, and 
he received a sudden thwack upon his shoulders, as if discharged 
by the arm of a giant, which overthrew him in an instant upon tho 
floor. ,^ 4 , 

The priest, hearing this strange account, pulled out of one of Ids 
pouches a piece of consecrated candlo, w'hicli lie liglitcd immedi¬ 
ately, and muttered certain mysterious conjuration.s. Jolter, 
imagining that Pallet was drunk, sliook las Jiead, saying, he 
believed the spirit was nowhere but in his own brain. The physi¬ 
cian for once condescended to be a wag, and, looking towards one 
of the beds, observed, that, in his oiiinion, the painter had been 
misled by the flesli, and not by tho spirilft The fair Flendng lay 
in silent astonishment and aftright; and her fellow-lodger, in order 
to acquit herself of all susjiicion, exclaimed with incredible volu¬ 
bility against tho author of this uproar, who, she did not doubt, 
had concealed himself in the apartment w'ith a view of perpetrating 
some wicked attempt upon her iirccious virtue, and was punished 
and prevented by tho immediate interposition of heaven. At her 
desire, therefore, and at the earnest solicitation of tho other lady, 
he was conduct^ to his owui bed ; and the chamber being evacuated, 
they locked their door, fully resolved to admit no more visitants for 
that night: while Peregrine, mad with seeing the delicious morsel 
snatched, as it were, from his very lip, stalked tlirough tlie passage 
like a ghost, in hoptf of finding some opportunity of re-entering; 
till the day beginning to break, ho was obliged to retiirc, cursing 
the idiotical conduct of the painter, which had so unluckily inter¬ 
fered with his delight. 



230 


PEBEGBINB PICEX/K. 


Cbat. tiV.—They depart ftomGfacbt~Our Hero engages In a PoUtlhal Hinpata wtfh tdd 

Mietresa, whom ho offends, and paciflea with Bubmlsston-^He praoUaea am Expedientto 

detain the Carriage at Alost, and coafirms the Pneshln bis Interest, 

Next day, about one o’clock, after having seen everything remark- 
able in town, and been presept at the execution of two youths, -nho 

were hanged for ravishing a w-, they took their departure from 

Ghent m the same carriage which had brought them thithOr; and 
the conversation turning upon the punishment they had seen- 
inflicted, the Flemish beauty expressed great sympathy and com¬ 
passion for the unhappy suiferers, who, as she had been informed, 
had fallen victims to the malice of the accuser. Her sentiments 
were espoused by all the company, except the French lady of 
pleasure, who, thinking the credit of the sisterhood concenied in 
the affair, bitterly inveighed against the profligacy of the age, and 
particularly the base and villanous attempts of man upon the 
Chastity of the weaker sox; saying, witli a look of indignation 
directed to the painter, that for her own jiart she should never be 
able to manifest the acknowledgment she owed to Providence, for 
having protected her last night from the wicked aims of unbridled 
lust. This observatirm introduced a senes of jokes at the expense 
OC^j^^Uet, who hung his cais, and sat with a silent air of dej’ection, 
fearinj^'that, through the malevolence of the physician, his adven¬ 
ture might roach the ears of his wife. Indeed, though we have 
made shift to explain the whole transaction to the reader, it was an 
inextricable mystery to every individual in the dihqence, because 
the part which w as acted by the Capuchin was known to himself 
alone, and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle’s being concerned 
in the affair; so that the greatest share of the jiaintcr’s sufferings 
were supposed to be t]i«3 exaggerations of his own extravagant 
imagination. 

In the midst of their discourse on this extraordinary subject, the 
driver told thera that they wero now on the very spot where a 
detachment of the allied army had been intercepted and cut off by 
the French; and, stopping the vehicle, oi/,€i tamed them with a 
local description of the battle of Mello. Upon this occasion, the 
Flemish lady, ivlio, since her mariiagc, had become a keen partisan 
for the French, gave a minute detail of all the ciicumstances, as 
tliey had been represented to her by her husband’s brother, 
who was in the action. This account, which sank the number of 
the French to sixteen, and raised that of the allies to twenty 
thousand men, was so disi^eeable to truth, as well as to the laua<> 
able partiality of Peregrine, that ho ventured to conriradiot her 
assertions, and'a fierce dispute commenced, that not only r^rd^ 
the present question, but luso comprehended all the batjiesiii 
the ^ke of Marlborough had commanded against l<ouis the Four^ 
teenth. In the course of these d^ates, she divested tho great 
general of all the glory he had acquired, by affirming, that eveiy 
vietofy he gained was purposely lost by the Freneh generals^ m 
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oidto to Imug the schemes of Madame de Maintenon into d^edit; 
and, M a particular instance, alleged, that while the i^tadd ^ 
X4^e was 'Nsieged, Lotus said, in presence of the Dauphin, that if 
the allies should be obliged to raise the siege, he would immediately 
declare his marriage with that lady; upon which, the son sent 
private orders to li^rahal Boufflera to surrender the place. 

This strange allegation was supported by the asseverations of the 
priest and the courtesan, and aoimtted as truth by the governor, 
who pretended to have heard it from good authority; while the 
doctor sat neutral, as one who thought it scandalous to know the 
historv of such modern events. The Israelite, being a true Dutch¬ 
man, listed himself under the banners of our hero, who, in attempt¬ 
ing to demonstrate tlie absurdity and improbability of what they 
had advanced, raised such a hue and cry against himself, and, being 
insensibly heated in the altercatuvn, irritated his Amanda to such 
a degree, that her cliarmiug eyes kindled with fury, and he saw 
great reason to think, that if ho did not fall upon some method to 
deprecate her wrath, she would, in a twinkling, sacrifice ^ her 
esteem for him to her own zeal for the glory of the French nataon. 
Moved by this apprehension, his ardour cooled by degrees, and be 
insensibly detached himself from the jiT’gument, leaving the whole 
care of supporting it on the Jew, who, finding himself deserted, was 
fain to yield at discretion ; so that the French remained masters 
the field, and their young heroine resumed her good humours* 

Our hero having prudently submitted to the superior intelligence 
of his fair enslaver, began to be harassed with the fears of losing her 
for ever ; and sot his indention at work, to contrive some means of 
indemnifying himself for his assiduities, presents, and the disappoint¬ 
ment he had already undergone. On pretence of enjoying a freer 
air, he mounted the box, and employed his elocution and geiiCTOsity 
wi^ such success, that the driver undertook to disable the diligence 
from proceeding beyond the town of Aiost for that day; and, in 
consequence of his promise, gently overturned it when they were 
but a mile short of that baiting-place. He had taken his measui^ 
eo ^Bcreetly, that this accident was attended with no other^ in¬ 
convenience than a fitpf fear that took possession of the li^es, and 
the necessity to whicK they were reduced by the declaration of the 
coachman, who, upon examining the carriage, assured the company 
that the axle-tree had given way, and advised them to w^k forward 
to the inn, while he would jog after them at a slow pace, and do his 
endeavour the damage should be immediately repaired. 

Peregrine pretended to be very much concerned at what had 
heppened, and even cursed the driver for his ini^vertenoy> 
estoressiug infinite impatience to be at Brussels, and wishing thiafc 


mNi he had employed could ^ot possibly refit the machine 
Ihlui six hours, the ci^ty youth edited to lose hie temper, stormed 
«r his emissary, whom he reviled m the most opprobrious and 
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threatened to cane for his misconduct. The fellow protested, with 
great humfiity, that their being overturned was owing to the-failuro 
of the axle-tree, and not to his want of care or dexterity in driving ; 
though rather than be thought the cause of incommoding him, ho 
would inquire for a post-chaise, in whfeh he might depart for 
Brussels immediatoly. This expedient Pickle rejected, unless the 
whole company could be accommodated in the same manner ; and 
he had boon previously informed by the driver that the town could 
not furnish more than one vehicle of that sort. His governor, who 
was quite ignorant of his scheme, rcj)roaontcd that one night would 
soon be passed, and exhorted him to bear this small disappointment 
with a good grace, especially as the house seemed to he well pro¬ 
vided for their entertainment, and the company so much disposed 
to be sociable. 

The Capuchin, who had found his account in cultivating tho 
acquaintance of the young stranger, was nob ill-pleased at this 
event, which might, by })roii’acting tho term of their intercourse, 
yifild him some opportunity of [irotiting still farther by his liberality ; 
ho therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his admonitions, congratulating 
himself upon the prospect of enjoying his conversation a little longer 
than he had expected. Our young gentleman received a compliment 
to the same purpose from the Hebrew, who had that day exercised 
^\i g,^al lantry upon tho French coquette, and ^^'as not without hope 
of the fruit of his attention, his rival, the painter, being 

quite disgraced and dejected by the adventure of last night. As for 
tne doctor, he was too much engrossed in tho contemjdation of his 
own importance, to interest himself in the affair or its consequences, 
further than by observing that tho ELiroi)can powers ought to 
establish public games, like those that were celebrated of old in 
Greece ; in which case, everj^ state wo\ild be siqqdied with such 
dexterous charioteers as vmuld drive a machine, at full speed, within 
a hair’s breadtli of a precipice, without any danger of its being over¬ 
thrown. 

Peregrine could not help yielding to their remonstrances and 
united complaisance, for which ho thanked them in very polite 
terms ; and his passion seeming to subside, proposed that they 
should amuse themselves in w.'ilking round the*ramparts. He hoped 
to enjoy some private conversation w'ith his admired Fleming, who 
had this whole day behaved witli remarkable reserve. The proposal 
being embraced, he, as usual, handed her into the sti^ct, and took 
all opi>ortunities of promoting liis suit; but they were attended so 
closely by her father-confessor, that he foresaw it would be im¬ 
practicable to accomplish his aim without tho connivance of that 
ecclesiastic. This he wall obliged to purchase with another purse, 
which ho offeietj, and wjis accepted, as a charitable atonement for 
his criminal behaviour during the interview which tho friar Iwad 
procured for the good 9 f his soul. Tho benefaction was sooner 
m^e. than the pious mendicant edged by little and little, till he 
ioiiiea the rest of the company, leaving his generous patron at full 
liberty prosecute his purpose. 
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It is not to be doubted that our adventurer made a ,jjood use of 
this occasion : ho practised a thousand flowers of rhetoric, and 
actually exhausted his whole address, in persuading her to have 
compassion upon his misery, and indulge him with another private 
audience, without which^io should run distracted, and be guilty of 
extravagances which, in the humanity of her disposition, she would 
weep to see. But, instead of complying with his request, she chid 
him severely for his presumption in fSersecuting her with his vicious 
addresses ; she assured him that although she had secured a chamber 
for herself in this place, because she had no .ambition to be better 
acquainted with the other lady, he would be in the wrong to disturb 
her with another nocturnal visit, for she was determined to deny 
him admittance. The lover was comforted by this, hint, which ho 
understood in the true acceptation ; and his passion being inflamed 
by the obstacles ho had met wiih, his heart beat high with the 
prospect of possession. These raptures of expectation produced an 
inquietude, which disabled him from bearing that share of the con¬ 
versation for which he used to bo distinguished. His behaviour* 
supper w.as a vicissitude of startings and reveries. The Capuchin, 
imputing this disorder to a second repulse from his charge, began to 
be invaded with the apprehension of being obliged to refund, and in 
a whisper forbade our hero to despair. 

_^ A*-'’’ 


Chap. LVI.—Tlie French Coquette entraps the Heart of the Jew, against whom Pallet 
enters into a Coiicipiracy, by which Fci-igmic is again ilIeapiKiiiited, and the Hebrew’s 
Incontinence exposed. 

Meanwhile the French siren, balked in her design upon her 
English cully, who was so easily disheartened, .and hung his ears 
in manifest despondence, ratlior than run the risk of making a 
voyage that should bo altogether unproiitable, resolved to practise 
her charms upon the Dutch inerch.ant. She had already made such 
innovation upon hia heart, that ho cultivated her with peculiar 
complacency, gazed upon her with a most libidinous stare, and, 
unbended hia aspect into a grin that was truly Israelitish. The 
painter saw and w.as offended at tliis correspondence, which he 
considered as an insult upon his misfortune, as well as an evident 
preference of Jiis rival; and, conscious of his own timidity, swal¬ 
lowed an oxtiHordinary glass, that his invention might bo stimulated, 
and his resolution raised to the contrivance and execution of some 
scheme of revenge. The wine, however, failed in the expected 
effect, and, without inspiring him with the plan, served only to 
quicken his desire' of vengeance ; so that he communicated his 
purpose to his friend Peregrine, and begged his assigtafice ; but our 
young gentleman was too intent upon his own aii'air, to mind tho 
oonooti» of any otlior person ; and he declijiing to be engaged in 
the project. Pallet had recoijrse to the genius of Pickle’s valqt-de- 
chambre, who readily embarked in the undertaking, and invented a 
plan, which was cx;ecuted accordingly. , 
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The evening being pretty far advanced, and the company separated 
into their respective apartments, Pickle repaired, m all tne im¬ 
patience of youth and desire, to the chamber of his charmer, and, 
finding the door unbolted, entered in a transport of joy. By the 
light of the moon, which shone through thte window, ho was con¬ 
ducted to her bed, which ho approached in the utmost agitation ; 
and perceiving her to all appearance asleep, essayed to wake her 
with a gentle kiss ; but this method proved ineffectual, because she 
was determined to save herself the confusion of being an accomplice 
in his guilt. He repeated the application, murmured a most passion¬ 
ate salutation in her ear, and took such other gentle methods of 
signifying his presence, as persuaded him that she was resolved to 
sleep, in spite of all his endeavours. Flushed with this agreeable 
supposition, he locked the door, in order to prevent interruption; 
and, stealing himself under the clothes, set fortune at defiance, while 
he held the fair creature circled in his amis. 

Nevertheless, near as he seemed to bo to the happy accomplish- 
me«it of his desire, his ho})e was again frustrated with a fearful noise, 
which in a moment awaked his Amanda in a fright, and for the 
present engaged all his attention. His valet-de-chambrs, whom 
Pallet had consulted as a confederate in his revenge against the lady 
^of pleasure and her Jewish gallant, had hired of certain Bohemians, 
to lodge at the inn, a jackass adorned with bells, which, 
when^^ybody was retired to rest, and the Hebrew supposed to be 
beddfd With his mistress, they led upstairs into a long thoroughfare, 
from which the chambers were detached on each aj^e. The painter, 
perceiving the lady’s door ajar, according to his expectation, mounted 
this animal, with intention to ride into the room, and disturb the 
lovers in the midst of their mutual endearments ; but the ass, true 
to its kind, finding himself bestrid by an unknown rider, instead of 
advancing in obedience to lys conductor, retreated backward to the 
other end of the passage, in spite of all tlic efforts of the painter, 
who spurred, and kicked, and pommelled to no purpose. It was the 
noise of this contention between Pallet and the ass which invaded 
the ears of Peregrine and his mistress, neither of whom could form 
the least rational conjecture about the cause pf such strange dis¬ 
turbance, which increased as the animal approached their apartment. 
At l^ngth the hourrique's retrograde motion was obstructed by the 
door, which it forced open in a twinkling, with one kick,, ftnd 
entered with such complication of sound as terrified th^ lady almost 
into a fit, and threw her lover into the utmost perplexity and 
confusion. 

The painter, finding himself thus violently intruded into the bed¬ 
chamber of he knew not whom, and dreading the resentment of the 
possessor, who’ nught discharge a pistol at him as a robber who had 
broken into his apartment, was overwhelmed with consternation, 
and redoubled his exertion to accomplish a speedy retreat, sweating 
all th«i time with fear, and putting up^petitiom* to Heaven for 
safety; but his obstinate companion, regardless of his slttiatioh, 
insteadttof submitting to his conduct, be^an to turn round like a 
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miUstonftt the united sound of his feet and bells produpit^ a most 
BiiipriBing concert. The unfortunate rider, whirling about in this 
manner, would have quitted his seat, and left the beast to his own 
amusement, but the rotation was so rapid, thar the terror of a severe 
fall hindered liim from attempting to dismount; and, in the des¬ 
peration of his heart, he seized one of his ears, which he pinched so 
unmercifully, that tlie creature sot up his throat, and brayed aloud. 

This hidct)us exclamation was no sdoner heard by the fair Fleming, 
already chilled with panic, and prepared with superstition, than, 
believing herself visited by the devil, who was permitted to punish 
her for her infidelity to the marriage-bed, she uttered a scream, and 
began to repeat her pater no.stcr with a loud voice. Her lover, find¬ 
ing himself under the necessity of retiring, started up, and, stung 
with the most violent pangs of rage and disappointment, ran directly 
to the spot from whence this uiabohcal noise seemed tp proceed. 
There encountering the ass, he discharged such a volley of blows at 
him and his rider, that the creature carried him olf at a round trot, 
and they roared in unison all the way. Having thus cleared Hie 
room of such disagreeable company, he went back to his mistress, 
and assuring her that this was only some foolish prank of Pallet, 
took his leave, with a promise of returning after the quiet of the 
inn should bo re-established. 

In the mean time, the noise of the the cries .of ^*.o 

painter, and the lady’s scream, had alarmed the whole huasb ; and 
the ass, in the firecipitation of his retreat, seeing people with lights 
before him, took jhelter in the apartment for which ho was at first 
designM, just as the Levite, aroused at the uproar, had quitted his 
dulcinoa, and was attempting to recover his own chamber unper¬ 
ceived. Seeing hiiusolf opposed by such an animal, mounted by 
a tall, meagre, lanteni-jawed figure, half naked, with a white 
nightcap upon his head, which added, to the natural paleness of 
his complexion,—the Jew was sorely troubled in mind; and 
believing it to be an apparition of Balaam and his ass, fled back¬ 
ward with a nimble pace, and crept under the bed, where he lay' 
concealed. Mr. Jolter and the priest, who were the foremost of 
those who had been groused by the noise, wore not immoved when 
they saw such a spectacle rushing into the chamber, whence the 
lady of pleasure began to shriek. The governor made a full halt, 
and the Ci|ipuchin discovered no inclination to proceed. They 
were, however, by the pressure of the crowd that followed them, 
thrust forward to the door, through which the vision entered ; and 
there Jolter, with great ceremony, complimented his reverence 
with the pa*, beseeching him to walk in. The mendicant was too 
courteous and humble to accept this pre-eminence, and a veiy 
earnest dispute ensued ; during which, the ass, In ' the course of 
circuit, showed himself and rider, and in a trice decided the 
oemtest ; for, struck with this second glimpse, both at one instant 
sp^aiig bikskward with sucls force, as’overturned their ne^i men, 
who communicated the impulse to tliose that stood behind them, 
'raid these again to others ; so that the whole passage was ^atrewed 
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with a long ^filo of people, that lay in a line, like the sequel and 
dependence of a pack of cards. 

In the midst of this havoc, our hero returned from his own room 
with .an air of astonishment, asking the cause of this uproar. 
Receiving such hints of intelligence as JoltA*’8 consternation would 
permit him to give, he snatched the candle out of his hand, and 
advanced into the haunted chamber without hesibition, being fol- 
lowe<l by all present, who broke* fortli into a long and loud peal of 
laugliter, when they perceived the ludicnnis source of their dis¬ 
quiet. Tho painter himself made an eftort to join their mirth ; but 
ho had been so Jiarrowed by fear, and smarted so much with 
tlie pain of the discipline he had received from Pickle, that he 
could not, with all his endeavours, vanquish tho ruefulness of his 
countenance. His attempt served only to increase the awkward¬ 
ness of his situation, which was not at all mended by tho behaviour 
of the coquette, who, furious with her disappf)intmcnt, slipped on 
a petticoat and bedgown, and springing upon him, like another 
He»uba, with her nails deprived all one side of his nose of the 
skin ; and would not have left liiiu an eye to see through, if some 
of the company had not rescued him from her unmcrcifui talons. 
Provoked at this outrage, as well as by her behaviour to him in 
diWf/ence, he publicly explained his intentum in entering her 
clBisgasiUer in this equipage; axvd, missing tho Hebrew among tlio 
spectaxoTi?, assured them that lie must have ab.scouded soiiiewhero 
in thewapartment. In pursuance of this intimation,*the room was 
immediately searched, and tlio mortified Levito pulled by the heels 
from his lurking-place ; so tliat Pallet had the good fortune, at 
last, to transfer the laugli from himself to his rival and tho French 
inamorata, who accordingly underwent tho ridicule of the whole 
audience. 


Chap. LVIl.—Pallet, enflcavonrlne: tu unravel the Myi-tcry of tbe Treatment be baJ 
received, falls oat of Ibe Krying-i^au into tho Fire. 

Nevertheless, Pallet was still confounded -^and chagrined by 
one consideration, wliich was no other tliaii that of liis having 
been so roughly hamlled in tho chamber, belonging, as he found 
upon inquiry, to tho haiiclsoino young lady who wa^ under the 
Capuchin’s direction. Ho recollected that the door was fast locked 
when his beaut burst it open, and he had no reason to believe that 
any person followed him in his irruption: on the other hand, ho 
could not imagine that such a gentle creature wOuM either attempt 
to commit, or be able to execute, such a desperate assault as that 
which his liody'haid sustained ; and her demeanour was so modest 
and circumspect, that he durst not harbour the least suspicion of 
her virtue. These reflestions bewildered him in the labyrinth of 
thought: he rummaged his whole imagination, endeavouring to 
account for what had happened. At length, ho concluded, that 
either Deregrine, or the devil, or both, must have been at the t 
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bottom of tho whole affair, and determined, for the satisfaction of 
his curiosity, to watch our hero’s motions, during thb remaining 
part of the niglit, so narrowly, that his conduct, mysterious as 
it was, should not be able to elude liis penetration. 

With these sentimenlft he retired to his own room, after the asa 
had been restored to tho right owners, and tlio priest had visited 
and confirmed his fair ward, who had been almost distracted with 
fear. Silence no sooner prevailed figain, than ho crawled darkling 
towards her door, and huddled liiinsclf uj) in an obscure comer, 
from whence he might observe tho ingress or egress of any human 
creature. He had not long remained in this posture, when, fatigued 
with this adventure and that of tho preceding night, his faculties 
were gradually overpowered with slumber ; and, falling fast asleep, 
he began tt) snore like a whole congregation of I*re^byterians. The 
Flemish beauty, hearing thii: .lisct/i’daiit noise in the passage, began 
to be afraid of some new alarm, ami very prudently bolted her 
door ; so that when her lover wanted to repeat his visit, he was 
not only surprised and incensed at this disagreeable serenade, Jhe 
author of wdiich he did not know ; but when, compelled by his pas¬ 
sion, which was by this time wound U) tho highest pitch, he ventured 
to ai)proach tho entrance, he had tlu* extreme mortification to find 
himself shut out. Ho durst not knock or signify his presence in any 
other manner, on account of the lady's reputation, which would 
greatly suffered had tho snorer been waked by his end&J.’O’urs. 
Had lie kiiowi^that the person who thus thwarted his views was the 
painter, ho would have taken sonie effectual step to remove liim ; 
liut he could not conceive what sliould induce Pallet to take up 
liis residence in that corner ; nor could he use the assistance of a 
light, to distinguish him, because there was not a candle burning in 
the house. 

It is impossible to describe tho rage and vexation of our hero, 
while he continued thus tantalized upon tho brink of bliss, after 
his desire had been exasperated by the circunistanci'S of his two 
former disappointments. He ejaculated a thousand execrations 
against his own fortune, cursed all his fellow-travellers without 
exception, vowed revenge against tho painter, who had twice con¬ 
founded his most iirtoresting scheme, and w'as tempted to execute 
immediate vengeance upon the unknown cause of his present mis¬ 
carriage. In this agony of distraction did ho sweat two whole 
hours in thff passage, though not without some faint hope of being 
delivered from Iris tormentor, who, ho imagined, upon waking, 
would undoubtedly shift his quarters, and leave the field free to 
his designs; but.when he heard tho cock repeat his salutation to 
the morn, which began to open on the rear of night, he could no 
longer restrain his indignation. Going to his p\wi chamber, he 
filled a basin with cold water, and, standing at some distance, 
discharged it full in the face of the gapii^ snorer, who, over and 
above the surprise occasiongd by the application, was almost sufib- 
cated by the liquor that entered his mouth, and ran down Ato his 
v^dpipe. While he gasped like a person half-drowned,^without 
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k]],owun|( t^e nature of his disaster, or remembering the situation 
in whidi he fell asleep, Peregnno retired to his own door, and, to 
his no small astonishment, from a long howl that invaded hu ears, 
learned that the patient was no other than Pallet, who had now^ 
for the third tune, balked his good fortune* 

Enraged at the complicated trespasses of this unfortunate 
offender, he rushed from his apartment with a horsewhip, and, 
encountering the paiiitei in hil flight, overtimied him in the pas¬ 
sage There he exercised the instrument of his wrath with great 
seventy, on pretence of mist iking him foi some presumptuous our, 
which had disturbed the repose of the inn nay, when he called 
aloud for mercy in a supplicating tone, and his clnstiser could no 
longer pretend to treat lum as a quadruped, such wis the virulence 
of the young geiitlcinan s indignation that he could not help 
declaring liis satisfaction, by telling Pallet he had richly deserved 
the punishment he had undetgone, for his madness, folly, and 
impertinence, in contriving and oxtcuting such idle schemes, as 
had no other tendency th vn tli it of plaguing his neighbours 
Pallet protested, with gicat velumenec, that he was innocent 
as the child unborn of an intention to give umbrage to any person 
whatever, except the Isiaelite ind his doxy, who he knew had 
^incurred his displeasure “ But is God is my Saviour ' said he, 
^ ^liljj^ieve I am peisecuted with witchcraft, and begin to think 

that -d priest is in agent of the devil, for lie has been but 

two pights m our company, duiiug which 1 h ivc nof closed an eye , 
but, on the contraiy, have been tormented by all the fiends of 
hell ” Pickle peevishly leplud, that Ins torments had been occa 
sioned by lus own fodish iniaginstion, an<l asked how he came 
to howl in that corner The pauiter, who did not think proper to 
own the truth, said, tli it he had been ti insxiorled thither by some 
prctematuial convey mee, *ind soused in water by an invisible 
hand The youth in hope of profating by his ahsenco, advised 
him to retiie immediately to Ins bed, and by sir ep strive to comfort 
his brain, which seemed to be not a little disordered by the want 
of that refreshnicnt PalUt himself began to bo very much of the 
same way of thinking, and, in compliance ypth such wholesome 
counsel, betook himself to rest, muttering prayeis all the way iit 
th© recovery of his own undeistinding 
Pickle attended him to his chamber, and, locking jj^im up, put 
the key in his owm pocket, that ho might not have it in his power 
to interrupt him again, but in his return he was met by Mr Jolter 
and the doctor, who had been a second time alarmed by the painter^S 
criesj and came to inquire about this new adventure Han-f^tie 
with such a senes of disappointments, he cursed them m h^s heart 
for their unsdasenable appearance When they ouesttoned huA 
about Pallet, he told them he had found him staiv stanng mad^ 
howling m a comer, lod wet to the skin, and conducted him tb 
hlS ropm, where he was now a bed «Fhe physician, heanng tbit 
circumstance, made a ment of his vanity; and, under 
of eonci^mi for the patient’s welfare, desired be ihight jialre 
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opportuziifcy of examining fche symptoms of his diBOXder, without lots 
of time ; alleging that many diseases might have been stifled in 
l^th, which afterwards baffled all the endeavours of the medical 
art. The young gentleman accordingly delivered the key, ^d 
once more withdrew intoSiis own chamber, with a view of seidpg 
tjlie first occasir)n that should present itself of renewing his appli* 
cation to hm Amanda’s door ; while the doctor, in his Way to 
Pallet's apartment, hinted to the governor his suspicion ibat the 
patient laboured under that dreadful symptom called the hydro¬ 
phobia, which he observed had sometimes appeared in persons who 
were not previously bit by a mad dog. Tins conjecture he founded 
upon the howl he uttered when he was soused with water, and 
began to recollect certain circumstances of the painter’s behaviour 
for some days past, which now ho could i)lainly perceive had prog¬ 
nosticated some such cal:iinity. He then a'^cribed the distemper 
to the violent frights he had lately undergone, affirming that the 
affair of the Bastille had made such a violent encroachment upon 
his understanding, that his manner of thinking and speaking wa« 
entirely altered. By a theory of his own invention, he explained 
the effects of fear upon a loose system of nerves, and demonstrated 
the nirxlus in which the animal shunts uperato upon the ideas and 
power of imagmatioii. 

Tins disquisition, which was coniniunicated at the painter’s , 
might have Listed till breakfast, had not Jolter reminded him of 
his own maxim, Veruevti occurnte viorbo; upon which ho put, the 
key to immediate use, and they walked softly towards the bed, 
where the patient lay extended at full length in the arms of sleep. 
The physician took notice of his breathing hard, and his mouth 
being open ; and from these diagnostics declared, that the liguidttm 
nervosum was intiniufely affected, and the saliva impiognat^ with 
the apiculated particles of the virus, howsoever contracted. This 
sentence was still farther confirmed by the state of his pulse, 
which, being full and slow, indicated an oppressed circulation, 
from a loss of elasticity in the piopelliiig arbeiies. He proposed 
that he should immediately suffer a second aspersion of water, 
which would not only,contribute to the cure, but also certify them, 
beyond all possibility of doubt, with regard to the state of the 
disease; for it would evidently appear, from the manner in which 
he would bear the application, whether or not his horror of water 
amounted to a oonfinned hydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, in compliance 
with his proposal, began to empty a bottle of water, which he found 
in ^the room in a basin ; when lie was interrupted by the prescriber| 
who./advisod hijn to use the contents of the chainber*pot, whioh, 
being impregnated with salt, would operate more effectually than 
pure eluent. Thus directed, the governor lifted up the vessel, 
which was replete with medicine, and with one turn of his hand 
disehaiged the whole healing inundation ,^upon the ill-omened 
patient, who, waking in th^ utmost distraction of horroar, ^led 
most hideously, just at the time when Peregrine had brougw hie 
mis^ess to a parley, and entertained hopes or being admitted into 
)x<ov chamber, 
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Terrified at this exclamation, she instantly broke oiT the treaty, 
beseechin|f him to retire from the door, that her honour might 
receive no injury from his being found in that place ; and ho had 
just enough of recollection loft to see the necessity of obeying the 
order; in conformity to which he retreated well nigh deprived of 
his senses, and almost persuaded that so many unaccountable 
disappointments must have jiroceeded from some supernatu]:al 
cause, of which the idiot Pallet was no more than the involuntary 
instrument. 

Meanwhile, the doctor having asccrUiined the malady of the 
patient, w'hoso cries, interrupted by freciuent sobs and sighs, ho 
interpreted into the barking of a dog, and having no more salt¬ 
water at hand, resolved to renew the bath with such materials as 
chance would afford. He actually laid hold of the bottle and 
basin; but by this time the painter had recovered the use of his 
senses so well as to iierceive his drift, and, starting up like a 
frantic bedlamite, ran directly to his sword, swearing, with many 
korrid imprecations, that he wf»uld murder them both immediately, 
if he should bo hanged before dinner. They did not choose to wait 
the issue of his threat, but retired with such precipitation that the 
physician had almost dislocated his shoulder by running against 
one side of the entry. Jolter, having pulled the door after him 
' fcjr^tumed the key, betook himself to flight, roaring aloud for 
assisrance. 11 is colleague, seeing the door secured, valued himself 
upop his resolution, and exhorted him to return* declaring that, 
for his own part, he was more afraid of the madman’s teeth than 
of his weapon, and admonishing the govenior to re-enter and 
execute what they had left undone. “Go in,” said he, “without 
fear or apprehensio)!; and if any accident shall happen to you, 
either from his slaver or his sword, I will assist you with my 
advice, which from this station I can more coolly and distinctly 
administer, than I should Lc able to supply if my ideas were 
disturbed, or my attention engaged in any personal concern.” 

Jolter, who could make no objection to the justness of the con¬ 
clusion, frankly owned that ho had no inclinaticm to try the 
experiment; observing, that self-preservation, was the first law of 
nature; that his connections wdth the unha])py lunatic were but 
slight; and tliat it could not be reasonably expected that he would 
run such risks for his service as were declined by one who had sot 
out with him from England on the footing of a companion. This 
insinuation introduced a dispute upon the nature of benevolence, 
and the moral sense, which, the republican argued, existed inde¬ 
pendent of any private consideration, and could* never be affected 
by any contingent circumstance of time and fortune; while the 
other, who aUhqrred his principles, asserted the duties apd Excel¬ 
lence of private friendship with infinite rancour of altercation. 

During the hottest p£ the argument, they were joined by the 
Capuchin, who being astonished to sqp them thus virulently en¬ 
gaged at the door, and to hear the painter bellowing within the 
chamber, conjured them, in the name of God, to tell him the capse 
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o{ that confuttiori which had kept the whole house in continual 
alarm during the Lest part of the night, and seenxod to be the 
immediate work of the devil and his angels. When the governor 
gave him to understand that Pallet was visited with an evil spirit, 
he muttered a prayer of St. Antonio de Padua, and undertook to 
cure the painter, provided he could be secured so as that he might, 
without danger to himself, burn i^art of a certain relic under his 
nose, which ho assured them was equaf to the miraculous power of 
Eloazar’a ring. They expressed great curiosity to know what this 
treasure was ; and the priest was prevailed upon to tell them in 
confidence, that it was a collection of the parings of the nails 
belonging (o those two madmen, whom Jesus purged of the legion 
of devils that afterwards eiitered the swine. So saying, he pulled 
from one of his pockets a small bo.x, contniuiug about an ounce t)f 
the parings of a horse’s hoof ; at siglit of which the g(jvornor could 
not help smiling, on account of the gn^ssness of the imposition. 
The doctor asked, with a supercilious smile, whether those maniacs 
whom Jesus cured were t)f the sorrel complexion, or dapple-gray {' 
for, from the texture of these parings, he could prove that the 
original owners were of the quadruped order, and even distinguish 
that their feet had been forlitied with shoes of iron, 

The mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge against- this son 
of .tEsculajuns ever since he had made so free with the Cathoh j 
religion, replied, Avitlx great bitterness, that he Avas a Avretch with 
whom no Christian ought to communicate; that the A'cngeance■ of 
Heaven would one day x)vertiikc him, on account of his profanity ; 
and that his heart was shod with a metal much haidor than iron, 
which nothing bub hell fire Avould he able to melt. 

It was now broad da}’^, and all the servants of the inn were 
a-foot. Peregrine, seeing it AA'ould bo impossible to obtain any 
sort of indemnification for the time he bad lost, and the pertur¬ 
bation of his spirits hindering him from enjoying I'epose, which 
was inoreoyer obstructed by the noise of Pallet and liis attendants, 
put on his clothes at once, and, in exceeding ill-humour, arrived 
at the spot wliere this triumvirate stood debating about the means 
of overpowering the fvjrious painter, who still continued liia song 
of oaths an<l execrations, and made sundry ofTorts to break open 
the door. Oh.agrined as our hero was, ho could not help laughing 
when ho heard how the patient had been treated ; and his indig¬ 
nation changiiig into compassion, he cjillcd to him through tho 
keyhole, desiring to know the reason of his distracted behaviour. 
Padlet no sooner recognized his A^oicc than, lowering his own to a' 
whimpering tone, “.My dear friend!” said he, “I have at hist 
detected the ruttians who have persecuted me so much. I caught 
them in the fact of suffocating me with cold w^ator.; and, by tho 
Lord, I Ayill be revenged, or may I never live to finish my Cleopatra. 
For the love of God I open the door, and I wilkmako that conceited 
pagan, that pretender to taster that false devotee of the ancients, 
who poisons people with sillykica]bi®3 and devil’s dung—I say, I 
will make him a monument of my wrath, and an example to aU the 

Q 
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cheats and impostors of the faculty; and as for that thick-headed 
insolent pedant, his confederate, who emptied my own iordan upon 
me while I slept, he had better have been in his beloved Paris, 
botching schemes for his friend the Pretender, than incur the effects 
of my resentment. Gadsbodikina ! I won’t leave him a windpipe 
for the hangman to stop, at the end of another rebellion.” 

Pickle told him his conduct had been so extravagant as to con¬ 
firm the whole company in the belief that he was .actually deprived 
of his senses : on wliich supposition, Mr. Jolter and the doctor had 
acted tho part of friends, in doing that wliieh they thought most 
co}iducive to his recovery; so that their concern merited his 
thankful acknowledgment, instead of his frantic menaces: that, 
for his own part, ho would be the first to condemn him, as one 
utterly bereft of his wits, and give orders for his being secured as 
a madman, unless he would immediately give a proof of his sanity 
by laying aside his sword, composing his Bi»irits, and thanking his 
injured friends for tiioir care of Iris person. 

•« This alteniativo quieted his tr:insi)orts in a moment: ho was 
terrified at the apprehension of beiirg treated like a bedlamite, 
being dubious of the state of his own brain ; and, on the other 
hand, had conceived such a lunror and anti])athy for his tormentors, 
that, far from believing himself obliged l)y what they had done, he 
^iiO'lld not even tliink of them without the utmost rage and detesta¬ 
tion. He, therefore, in tho most traiupiil voice ho could assume, 
protested that he never was less out of his senses than at present, 
though he did not know how hmg he miglit retain them, if he 
should bo cmisidered in the liglit of a lun.atic: tliat, in order to 
prove his being rojapos ntnitin, he was willing to sacrifice the 
resentment he so justly harboured against those who, by their 
malice, had lirought him to tliia pass ; but, as he apprehended it 
would be the greatest sig^i (,'f madness he could exhibit to thank 
them for the mischiefs trey had brought upon him, he desired to 
be excused from making any such concession; and swore he 
would endure everyliiiug rather than be guilty of such mean 
absurdity. 

Peregrine held a consultation upon this reply, when the gover¬ 
nor and physician strenuously argued against any capitulation 
with a maniac, and proposed that some method might be taken to 
seize, fetter, and convey him into a dark room, where he might be 
treated according to the rules of art; but the Oa'iiuchin, under¬ 
standing the circumstances of the case, undertook to restore him to 
his former state, without having recourse to such violent measures. 
Pickle, who was a bettor judge of the affair than any person 
present, opened the door without further hesitation, and displayed 
the poor painter standing, with a woful countenance, sHivering in 
his shirt, which was as wet as if he had been dragged through 
the Dender:—a spe<^tacle which gave such offence to, the chaste 
eyc^i of the Hebrew’s mistress, who was by this time oile the - 
spectators, that she turned her heaa anotW way, and withdrew 
to own room, exclaiming against the indecent practices of. meit« 
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“Pallet, seeing the young gentleman enter, ran to him, and, 
shaking him by the hands, called him his best friend, a^d said he 
had rescued him from those who had a design against his life. 
The priest would have produced his parings, and applied them to 
his nose, but was hindered by Pickle, who advised the patient to 
shift himself, and put on liis clothes. This being done with great 
order and deliberation, Mr. Joltor, who, with the doctor, had kept 
a wary distance, in expectation of seeing some strange effects of his 
distraction, began to believe that ho had been guilty of a mistake, 
and accused the physician of having misled him by his false 
diagnostic. Tho doctor still insisted upon his former declaration ; 
assuring liim, that altliough Pallet enjoyed a short interval for tho 
present, tho delirium would soon recur, unless they would profit by 
this momentary c.‘\lm, and order him to be blooded, blistered, and 
jmrged with all imaginable despatch. 

The governor, however, nofw'ithstanding this caution, advanced 
to the injured party, and begged pardtm for the share ho had. in 
giving him such disturbance. Tie declared, in the most solemn 
manner, that ho had no other intention than that of contributing 
towards his welfare ; and that his behaviour was the result of the 
physician’s prescription, which he affirmed was absolutely necessary 
for the recovery of his liealth. 

The painter, who had very little gall in his disposition, was 
satisfied with this a])ology ; but hi.s resentment, which ivas berwre 
divided, nowglo-yved with double tiro against his first fellow-traveller, 
whom he looked upon as the author of all the mischances he bad 
undergone, and marked out for his vengeance accordingly. Yet 
the doors of reconciliation were not shut against tho doctor, who, 
with great justice, might have transferred this load of offence from 
himself to Peregrine, who was, without doubt, tho source of the 
painter’s misfortune : but, in that case, ho must have owned him¬ 
self mistaken in his medical capacity, «,nd ho did not think the 
friend.s[iip of Pallet important enough to be retrieved by such 
condescension ; so that he resolved to neglect him entirely, and 
gradually forgot the former correspondence he had maintained with 
a person whom he deemed so unworthy of his notice. 


Chap. LVlII.—I^feroRrliie, almost distracted with his Disappolotmcnt, conjures the fair 
Fletniiig to permiji his Visits at Mruiacls—She 'Blthdiuws from his Pursuit. 

Things being thus adjusted, and all the company dressed, they 
webt to breakfast "about five in the moiiiing ; and in less tlian an 
hour after were seated in tho diligence,, where a profound silence 
prevailed. Peregrine, who used to be the life of ‘the society, was 
extremely pensive and melancholy on account of his mishap, the 
Israelite and his dulcinea dejected in consequence of their disgracey 
the, p6et absorbed in lofty meditation, the painter in schemes of 
revenge ; while Jolter, rocked by the motion of the ceirriage, made 
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himself amends for the want of rest he had sustained ; (tnd the 
mendicantf with his fair charge, were infected by the cloudy aspect 
of our youth, in whose disappointment each of them, for dilFerent 
reasons, boro no inconsiderable share. This general languor and 
recess from all bodily exercise disposed them all to receive the 
gentle yoke of slumber ; and in half an nour after they had em¬ 
barked, there was not ono of them awake, except our hero and his 
mistress, unless tho Capuchin, was pleased to counterfeit sleep, in 
order to indulge our young gentleman with an opportunity of enjoy¬ 
ing some private conversation with his beauteous ward. 

Peregrine did not neglect tlie occasion; but, on the contrary, 
seized the first minute, and, in gentle murmurs, lamented his hard 
hap in being thus tho sport of fortune. Ho assured her, and tliat 
with great sincerity, that all the cross accidents of his life had not 
cost him ono half of tho vexation and keenness of chagrin which ho 
had suflered last night; and tliat now lie was on the brink of 
parting from her, ho should be overwhelmed with the blackest 
despair, if she would not extend her compassion so far as to give 
film an opportunity of sighing at her feet in Brussels, during tho 
few days his affairs wouhl permit him to spend in that city. 

This young lady, with an air of luoitiiical.ifin, cxprc.'«3ed her 
sorrow for being tlie innocent cause of his anxiety ; said she hoped 
.]ast night’s adventure would bo a salutary warning to both their 
souls ; for she was persuaded, tliat her virt ue was protected hy the 
intervention of Heaven ; that wliatever impressiop it might have 
made upon him, she was enabled by it to adhere to that duty from 
which her passion had begun to swerve ; and, beseeching him to 
forget her for his own peace, gave him to understand, that neither 
the plan she had laid down for her own conduct, nor the dictates 
of her honour, would allow her to receive his visits, or carry on 
any other correspondence with him, while she was restricted by tho 
articles of her marn’agc-vow. 

Tliis explanation produced such a violent effect upon her admirer, 
that he was for some niinutcs deprived of the faculty of siieech ; 
which he no sooner recovered, than ho gave vent to the most 
unbridled transiiorts of passion. He taxed her with barbarity 
and indifference ; t<.>ld her, that she had robbed him of his reason 
and internal peace ; that he would follow her to tho ends of the 
earth, and cease to live sooner than cease to love her ; that he 
would sacrifice tho innocent fool who had been tho c^casion of all 
this disquiet, and murder every man whom he considered as an 
obstruction to bis views. In a word, his passions, which had 
continued so long in a state of tho highest fermentation, together 
with the want of that repo.se which calms and qbicts the perturba- 
ti«in of the spirits, had wrought him up to a pitch of real distrac¬ 
tion. While hef'uttered these delirious expressions, the tears ran 
down his cheeks ; and he underwent such agitation, that tho tender 
heart of the fair Fleifiing was affected with his condition; and, 
whil«^ her own face was bedewed wiffii the streams of sympathy, 
she begged him, for Heaven’s sake, to be composed ; and promised, 
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for his satisfaction, to abate somewhat of the rigour of hSr purpose. 
Consoled by this kind declaration, ho recollected himself ; and, 
taking out his pencil, gave her his address, when she had assured 
him, that he should hea» from her in four-and-twenty hours, at 
farthest, after their separation. 

Thus soothed, he regained the empire of himself, and, by degrees, 
recovered his serenity. But this “was not the case with his 
Amanda, who, from this sample of his disposition, dreaded the 
impetuosity of his youth, and was efFectuall 3 ’^ deterred from enter¬ 
ing into any engagements that might subject her peace and repu¬ 
tation to the rash etfecls of such a violent spirit. Though she was 
captivated by his per.sou and accoinplislimonts, she had reflection 
enough to foresee, that the luiigov she countenanced his passion, her 
own heart would bo more and more irretrievably engaged, and the 
quiet of her life the more exposed to conlinual interruption. Sho 
therefore profited by these considerations, and a sense of religious 
honour, which liel])e(l her to withstand the suggestions of incline' 
tion ; and I'csolvecl to auiiiso her lover with false hopes, until sho 
should have it in her power to reliiujuish his conversation, without 
running any risk of sutlering by the inconsiderate sallies of liia love. 
It was with this view tliat sho desired lie would not insist upon 
attending her to her mother’s liouso, wlien the diUijenct arrived at 
Brussels ; and he, cajoled by her artifice, took a formal leave of her, 
together with the other strangers, fixing his habitation at the inn to 
which he and his fellow-travellers had been directed, in the im¬ 
patient expectation of receiving a kind sumiuoiis from her within 
the limited time. 

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagination, ho went to see tho 
stiidthouso, park, and arsenal, took a superficial view of tho book¬ 
sellers’ cabinet of curiosities, and s^ient tho evening at the Italian 
opera, which was at that time exhibited* for the entertainment of 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, then governor of the Low Countries. In 
short, tho stated period ivas almost elapsed when Peregrine re¬ 
ceived a letter to this purport:— 

“ Sir,— If you knew what violence I do my own heart. In declaring that I have withdrawn 
myself fu ever from your adUressea, you would surely applaud the saerlftce J make to 
virtue, and strive to imitate ihis example of self-denial. Yes, sir, Heaven hath lent me 
grace to struggle with my guilty passion, and henceforth to avoid the dangerous sight of 
him who inspired It. I therefore conjure you, by the regard you ought to have for the 
eternal welfare of m both, as well us by tiie esteem and alfeution you profess, to war with 
your unruly Inclination, and desist from all attempts of irustrating the laudable resolution 
1 have made. Seek not to invade the peace of one who loves yon, to disturb the quiet of 
a family that never did you wrong, and to alienate the thoughts of a weak woman lYom a 
deserving man, who, by the most sacred claim, ought to have the fhll possession of her 
heart." 

This billet, without either date or subscription,, banished all 
remains of discretion from tho mind of our hero, who ran instantly 
to the landlord in all the ecstasy of madness, ^aiid demanded to see 
the messenger who brought the letter, on pain of putting his wl^ole 
family to the sword. The idnkeepor, terrified by his looks and 
menaces, fell upon his knees, protesting in the face of Heavei^that 
, he was utterly ignorant and innocent of anything that could give 
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him offenc'e, and that the billet was brought by a person whom he 
did not know, and who retired immediately, saying it required 
no answer. He then gave utterance to his fuiy in a thousand 
imprecations and invectives against athe writer, whom he 
dishonoured with Iho appellations of a coquette, a jilt, an 
adventurer, who, by means of a pimping i)riest, had defrauded 
him of his money. He deiuiunced vengeance against the mendi¬ 
cant, whom he swore he would destroy if ever ho should set eyes 
on him again. 

The painter unluckily appearing during this paroxysm of rage, 
he seized him by the throat, saying he was ruined by his accursed 
folly ; and in all likelihood poor Pallet would have been strangled 
had not Jolter interposed in his behalf, beseeching his pupil to 
have mercy upon the suflerer, and, with infinite anxiety, desiring 
to know the cause of this violent assault. Ho received no answer 
bub a string of iiicolioj cnt curses. When the iiaintcr, with unspeak- 
••able astonishment, took Clod i(» witness that ho had dfme nothing 
to disoblige him, the governor began to think, in sad earnest, that 
Peregrine’s vivacity had at length risen to the transports of actual 
madnes.s, and was himself almost distracted with this supposition. 
That ho might the bettor judge what romody ouglit to be applied, 
' he used his whole influence, and practised all his chxiuence upon 
the youth, in order to learn the immediate causo of his delirium. 
H^ employed the most ])atlictic entreaties, and ctcti shed tears in 
the course of his supplication ; so that Pickle, the first violence of 
the hurricane being blown over, w'as ashamed of hi.s own impru¬ 
dence, and retired to his ehandier in order to recollect his dissipated 
thoughts; there he shut hhnsolf up, and, for the second time, 
perusing the fatal epist,lo, began to waver in his opuiitm of the 
author’s ciiaraeter and hdention. He sometimes considered her as 
one of those nymphs, who, under the mask of innocence and sim¬ 
plicity, practise upon the hearts and purses of unwary and inex¬ 
perienced youths: this w'as the suggestion of liis wrath inflamed 
by disappointment; but, when he reflected upon the circumstances 
of her behaviour, and recalled her particular charms to his imagi¬ 
nation, the severity of his censure gave way* and his heart declared 
in favour of her sincerity. 

Yet even this consideration aggravated the sense of his loss, and 
he was in danger of rclaiiBiiig into his former distraction, when 
his passion was a little becalmed by the hope of seeing her again, 
either by accident or in the course of a diligent and minute in¬ 
quiry, which he forthwith resolved to set on foot. He had reason 
believe that her own heart would espouse his cause in spite of 
her virtue’s determination; and did not despair of meeting with 
the Capuchin, whose good offices he knew he could at any time 
command. Comforted with these reflections, the tempest of his 
soul subsided. In less than two houra he joined his company with 
an air of composure, and asked the painter’s forgiveness fop the 
free<ilom he had taken, the cause of which he promised hereafter to 
explain. Fallot was glad of being reconciled op any terms tp Pli$ 
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whose countenance supported him in er|uilibrio with his antagonist 
the doctor; and Mr. Joltcr was rejoiced beyond meastjr© at his 
pupil’s rwovery. 


Chap. LTX.—Pewgrine mficts with Mrs. Ilonibcrk, and is consol:ed for Ids LoM—Ilfs 
Valcl-de'Cliambni is embruiled with lier Ducuna, whom, however^ he finds means to 
appease. • 

Everything having thus resumed its natural channel, they dined 
together in great tr.aiiquillity. In the afternoon, Peregrine, on 
pretence of staying at houte to write letters, while his companions 
were at the cotFoe-house, ordered a coach to be called, and, with 
his valet-de-chainbre, who Avas Llio t)uly person acquainted with 
the present state of hb thuuglits, set out for the promenade, to 
wdiich all the ladie.s of fashion resort in the evening during the 
summer season, in hojies of seeing his fugitive among the rest. 

Having made a circuit round the walk, and narrowly observed 
every female in the jilace, he perceived at some distance the livery ’ 
of Hornbeck upon a lacquey that stood at the back of a coacli ; 
upon which lie ordered his man to reconnoitre the said carriage, 
while he pulled nj) his glasses, that ho might not be discovered 
before he should liave received some intelligence by which he might 
conduct himself on thi.s unexjioored occasion, that already began to 
interfere with the purpose of lii.s coming thither, though it could 
not dispute his arlontiou with the iilca of his charming unknown. 

His Mercury, having made hi.s observations, reported that there 
was nobody in the coach but Mrs. Hornbeck and an eiderly woman, 
who had all the air of a duenna; and that the servant vva.s not the 
same footman who h.id attended them in Franco. Encouraged by 
this information, our liero ordered liimself to be driven close up to 
that side of their convenience on which his old mistress sat, and 
accosted her with the usual salutation. This lady no sooner beheld 
her gallant than her cheeks reddened with a double glow, and she 
exclaimed, “Dear brother, I am overjoyed to sec you ! Pray come 
into our coach.” Ho look the hint iinmodiately, and, complying 
with her retpiest, emb^’aced this new sister with great affection. 

Perceiving that her attendant was very mucli suiprised and 
alarmed at this unexpected meeting, she, in order to banish her 
suspicion, an^i at the same time give her lover his cue, told him 
that his brother (meaning her husband) was gone to the Spa for a 
few weeks, by the advice of pliysicians, on account of his ill state 
of health; and that, from his last letter, she had the pleasure to 
tell him he was in a fair way of doing ivoll. The young gentleman 
expressed his satisfaction at this piece of nows; observing, with 
an. air of fraternal concern, that if his brotlier had hot made too 
free with his constitution, his friends in England would have had 
no occasion to repine at his absence and want of health, by which 
he was banished from his ovin country and connections. Heathen 
.a^ed, with an affectation of surprise, why she had not accompanied 
her spouse, and was g'veu to understand that his teuderness of 
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affection would not suffer him to expose her to the fatigues of the 
journey, Which lay among rocks that were almost inaccessible. 

The duenna’s doubts being eased by this preamble of conversation, 
ho changed the subject to the pleasures of the place; and, among 
otlior such questions, inquired if she had as yet visited Versailles. 
This is a public-house, situated upon the canal, at the distance of 
about two miles from town, and accommodated with tolerable 
gardens, for the entertainment of company. VVlien she replied in 
tJie negative, ho lu’oiioscd to accompany her thitlier immediately; 
but the governauto, who had hitherto sat silent, objected to this 
proposal; telling them, in broken EiigJisIi, that as the lady was 
under her care, she could not answer to Mr. Hornbeck for allowing 
her to visit such a suspicious place. “As for that matter, 
madam,” said the coutident gallant, “give yourself no trouble; 
the consequences sliall be at my peril; and I will undertake to 
insure you against my brotlier’s resentment.” So saying, ho 
directed the coachman to the place, and ordered his own to follow, 
-^.mder the auspices of Jiis valct-dc-chamhie ; while tlie old gentle¬ 
woman, overruled by liis assurance, quietly submitted to liis 
authority. 

Being arrived at tlie place, he handed the ladies frfun the coach, 
and then, for the lirst time, observed that the dueruja w'as lame, a 
circumstance of w'hich he did not scrujde to take the advantage; 
for they had scarce aliglited, and drunk a glass of wine, when ho 
advised his sister to enjoy a walk in the garden ; <Vnd although the 
attbndant made shift to keep them almost always in view, they 
enjoyed a detached conversation, in which Peregrine learned that 
the true cause of her being left behind at Brussels, wdiilst her 
husband proceeded t<j Spa, w'as Ins dread of the company and 
familiarities of that place, to which his jeahmsy durst not expose 
her; and tliat slio had lived three weeks in a convent at Lisle, 
from which sl)e was delivered by his own free motion, because 
indeed lie could no longer exist without lier company ; and, lastly, 
our lover understood that her governante was a mere dragon, who 
had been recomnu'ndod to him by a {Spanish merchant, whose wife 
she attended to her dying day; but she yery much questioned 
whether or not her fidelity was proof enough against money and 
strong waters. Peregrine assured her the experiment should be 
tried before parting ; and they agreed to pass the night at Ver¬ 
sailles, provided his endeavours should succeed. ** 

Having exercised themselves in tliis manner, until his duenna’s 
spirits were pretty much exhausted, that she might be the better 
disposed to recruit them with a glass of li(]uevr, they returned to 
their apartment, and tlie cordial was recommended and received in 
a bumper; bu^ as it did not pro<luce such a visible alteration as 
the sanguine hopes of Pickle had made him expect, and the old 
gentlewoman observed that it began to be late, and that the gates 
wou^d be shut in a little time, ho filled up a parting glass, and 
pledged her in equal (j^uaritity. Her blood was too much chilled to 
bo wiyrmed even by this extraordinary dose, which made immediate 
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innovation in the brain of our youth, who, in the gaiety of his 
imagination, overwheliiiotl this she-Argus with such ijfbfusion of 
galliintry, that she was more intoxicated with his expressions than 
with the spirits she had drunk. When in the course of toying ho 
dropped a purse into her bosom, she seemed to forgot how the night 
wore, and, with the approl;)ation of her charge, assented to his pro¬ 
posal of having soiiietlimg for sujjpor. 

This was a great point which our*adventurer had gained; and 
yet he plainly perceived that the goveniante mistook his meaning, 
by giving herself credit, for all the passion he had professed. As 
this eiTor could be rectilied by no other means than those of plying 
her with the bottle, until hci- distinguishing faculties should be 
overpowered, he promoted a (piick circulaiiou. She did him 
justice, without any manifest signs of inobriatiiui^ so long, that 
his own eyes began to reel in the sockets, and he fouinl that before 
his scheme could bo acctnnpli.shed, lie should be effectually unfitted 
for all the purposes of Icn o. Ho Uiorchno had recourse to his valet- 
do-chambre, who understood the hint as soon as it was given, ami' 
readily undertook to porforiii the part, of which his master Inid 
played the prelude. This affair being settled to his satisfaction, 
and the night at odds with morning, lie tfiok an opportunity of 
imparting to the ear of this aged tlulcinea a kiiitl whisper, ini- 
jiortiiig a promise of visiting her ivhcn his sister should bo retired 
to her own chamber, and an earnest desire of leaving her door 
unlocked. 

This agreeable intimation being communicated, he conveyed a 
caution of the same nature to Mr.s, Ilornbeck, as ho led her to her 
apartment; and darkness and silence no .sooner prevailed in the 
house, than lie and his trusty s<iuire set out on their difievcub 
voyages. Everything would liave .succeeded according to their 
wish, had not the valet-de-chambre suffered himself to fall asleep 
at, the side of his inamorata, and, in tlio agitation of a violent 
dream, exclaimed in a voice so luiliko tliat of her supposed adorer, 
that she distinguished the difl'erence at once. Waking him ivith a 
pinch and a loud shriek, she threatened to prosecute him for a rape, 
and reviled him wuth.pll the epithets her rage and disappointment 
could suggest. 

The Frenchman, finding himself detected, behaved with great 
temper and address : he bogged she would compose herselF, on 
account of hfr owui reputation, ivliieh was extremely dear to him ; 
protesting that ho had a most invioLable esteem for lier person. His 
representations had weight with the duenna, who, upon recollection, 
comprehended the whole affair, and thought it would be her interest 
to bring matters to an accommodation. She tlicreforo admitted the 
apologies of her bed-fellow, provided he w’ould promitfo to atone by 
maniage for the injury she had sustained ; and in this particular he 
set her heart at ease by repeated vows, wliiah he uttered with sur¬ 
prising volubility, though witj^out any intention to perform thcvleast 
tittle of their contents. 

peregrine, who had been alarmed by her exclamation, and jan to 
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the door with a view of interposing according to the emergency of 
the case, 6verhearing the affair thus compromised, returned to his 
mistress, who was highly entertained with an account of what had 
passed, foreseeing that for the future she should he under no diBl« 
culty or restriction from the severity of hwr guard, 


Chap. LX—Hornbpck is informed of his Wife's Advriiture with P.'regrine, for whom hu 
prepares a wiiich is rendered ineflKelual by the liilorniiiiiun of Pipes—The 

Husband ia ducked for bis Intcutlun, and our Hero apprehended by the Patrol. 

Thkre was another person, however, still ungaiiied ; and that was 
no other than her footman, whose secrecy our hero attempted to 
secure in the morning by a harulsomo present, wliich he received 
with many professions of gratitude and devotion to his service ; yet 
this compLaisance was nothing but a cloak used to disguise the design 
ho harboured of making his master acipjainted witli the whole 
■transaction. Indeed this lacipiej^ had boon hired, not only as a spy 
upon liis mistress, but also as a check on the comluct of the gover- 
nantc, with promise of ample vcwaid if ever lie should discover .any 
sinister or suspicious practices in the course of her behaviour. As 
for the footman Avhom they had brouglit from England, he was 
retiiined in attomhince ujioii tlie jiorson of his master, whoso con¬ 
fidence lie had lost by advising him to gentle methods of reclaiming 
his lady, Avhen her irregularities had subjected IicrHo his wrath. 

The Flemish valet, in consequence of tlie office he had undertaken, 
wrote to Kornbeck by the tirsb post, giving an exact detail of the 
adventure at Versailles, with such a doscriptioii of the pretended 
brother as left the husband no n.-om to think he could be any other 
person than his first dishonourer ; and exasperated him to such a 
degree, tliat he resolved to lay an ambush for t-his invader, and at 
once disqualify him from disturbing his repose, by maintaining further 
correspondence with his wife. 

Meanwhile the lovers enjoyed themselves without restraint, and 
Peregrine’s plan of inrpnry after his dear unknown was for the 
present p03fc])oned. His fellow-travellers were confounded at his 
mysterious motions, which tilled the heart of Jolter with anxiety and 
terror. This careful conductor was fraught with such experience 
of his pupil’s disposition, tliat ho trembled with the aimrehension of 
some sudden accident, and lived in continual alarm, Ifke a man that 
walks under the wall of a nodding tower. Nc^r did he enjoy any 
alleviations of his fears, wlicn, upon telling the young gentleman 
that the rest of the company were desirous of de[>tirtmg for Antwerp, 
he answered, they were at liberty to consult their own inclinations ; 
but, for his tfwv part, he was resolved to stay in Brussels a few days 
longer. By this declaration the governor was confirmed in tne 
opinion of his having.some intrigue upon the anvil. In the bitten 
ness^of his vexation, ho took the liberj^ of signifying lus suspicion, 
and reminding him of the dangerous dilemmas to wluch he bad been 
reduced by his former precipitation. 
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Peregrine took his caution in good part, and promised^to behave 
with such circumspection as would screen him from any troublesome 
consequences for the future ; but, nevertlicloss, behaved that same 
evening in such a manner as plainly showed that his prudence was 
nothing else than vain s[)?cularion. He had made an appointment 
to spend the night, as usual, with Mrs. Hornbeck ; and about nine 
o'clock hastened tc) her lodgings, when he was acco.st'ed in the street 
by his old discarded friend Thomas Fij)es, who, without any other 
preamble, told him, that for all ho had turned him adrift, he did not 
choose to SCO him run full sail into his enemy’s harbour, Avithout 
giving him timely notice of tlio danger. “I’ll tell yon what,” said 
he ; “ mayhap you think I want to curry favour, that I may be 
taken in tow again ; if you do, you liave made a mistake in your 
reckoning. 1 am old enough to be laid uji, and have wherewithal t(j 
keep my planks from the weatlnnv lint this hero is the affair: I 
have known you since you wore no higher than a imivlinspike, and 
shouldn’t care to see you dejirived of your rigging at these years ; 
whereby I am informed by Hornbeck’s man, whom 1 this afternoon' 
foil in with by chance, as how lii.s master has got intelligence of your 
boarding his wife, and has steered privately into this port, with a 
largo coinpleinont of hands, in m’der, d’ye see, to secure you while 
you are under the hatches. Now, if so bo as how you have a mind 
to give him a salt eel for hi.s supper, here am T, without hope of fee 
or reward, ready to stand by you, as long as my timbers will stick 
together: and if I expect any recompense, may I be bound tOi€jat 
oakum and drink bilge-water for life.” 

Startled at lliis information, Peregrine examined him upon the 
particulars of his discourse with the Jacijuey ; and Avheii he under¬ 
stood that Uornbeck’s intelligence flowed from the ('anal of liis 
Flemish footman, he believed every circumstance of Tom’s report, 
thanked him for this Avarning, and, aftiy having reprimanded him 
for his misbehaviour at Lisle, assured him that it should be his OAvn 
fault if ever they should part again. He then deliberated with him* 
self whether or not he should retort the purpose upon his adversary ; 
but Avhen ho considered that Hornbeck Avas not the aggressor, and 
made that unhappy httsband’s case his own, he could not help quit¬ 
ting his intention of revenge ; though, in his opinion, it ought to 
have been executed in a more honourable manner, and therefore he 
determined t^i chastise him for his want of spirit. Nothing sui’ely 
can be more insolent and unjust than this determination, which 
induced him to punish a person for his want of courage to redress 
the injuiy which he himself had done to his re{)utation and peace ; 
and yet this barbifrity of decision is authorized by the opinion and 
pr^tico of inankimk 

With these sentiments he returned to the inn, and, putting a pair 
of pistols in his pocket, ordered his valet-dc-chambre and Pipes to 
follow him at a small distance, so as that they should be within call 
in case of necessity ; then pested himself within thirty yards e>f his 
dulcinea’s door. There he had not been above half an hour, when 
be pereeiv^d foqr men take their station on the other side^witb a 
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view, as ^le guessed, to watch for his going in, that he might he 
taken unawai'es. But when they had tarried a considerable time in 
that corner, witliout I'caping the fruits of their expectation, their 
leader, persuaded tl)at the gallant had gained admittance by some 
secret means, approached the door with liis followers, who, accord¬ 
ing to the instructions tliey had received, no sooner saw it opened, 
than they rushed in, leaving their employer in the street, where he 
thought his person would be least endangered. Our adventurer, 
seeing him all alone, advtinccd with speed, and, clapping a pistol to 
his breast, connnaiuled him tu follow his footsteps, without noise, 
t»n pain of inimedute death. 

Territied at this sudden apparition, Hoi’iibeck obeyed in silence ; 
and in a few minutes they arrived at the quay, where Pickle, 
halting, gave him to understand tliat he was no stranger to his 
villanous design, and l(tld him, that if he conceived himself 
injured by any circumstance of liis con<luct, ho would now give 
him an opportunity of resenting the wrong in a manner becoming 
■^a man of honour. “You have a sword about you,” said he ; “or 
if you don’t choose to pnt the affair on that issue, hero is a brace 
of pistols ; lake which you please. ” Such an address could not 
fail to disconcert a man of his character. After some hesitation, 
ho in a faltering accent denied that his design was to mutilate 
Mr. Pickle, but that he Ihought himself LMititled to the benefit of 
the law, by which he would have obtained a divorce^ if he could have 
firqcured evidence of his wife’s intidelity ; and with that view he 
had employed people to take advantage of the information he had 
received. With regard to his alternative, he declined it entirely ; 
because he could not see what satisfaction ho should enjoy, in being 
shot through the heail, or run ihrough the lungs, by a person who 
had already wronged him in an irreparable manner. Lastly, his 
fear made him propose, ,+hat the affair should be left to the 
arbitration of tw'o creditable men, altogether unconcerned in the 
dispute. 

To these remonstrances, Peregrine replied, in the stylo of a hot¬ 
headed young man, conscious of his own unjustifiable behaviour, 
that every gentleman ought to be ca judge oS his own honour, and 
therefore he would submit to the decision of no umpire whatsoever ; 
that he would forgive his want of courage, which might bo a natural 
infirmity, but his mean dissimulation he could not pardon ; that, os 
he was certified of the rascally intent of his ambuscade by undoubted 
intelligence, he would treat him, not with a retaliation of his own 
treachery, but with such indignity as a scoundrel deserves to suffer, 
unless he would make one effort to maintain the cHaractur he assumed 
in life ; so saying, he again presented his pistol, which being rejected 
as before, ho caUed his two ministers, and ordered them to duck him 
in the canal. 

This command was pronounced and executed almost in the same 
breath, to the unspeakable terror and disorder of the poor shiver¬ 
ing patient, who, having undergone the immersion, ran about like 
a drowned rat, si^ueaking for asBistance ai^d revenge. Hie ^ricstver^ 
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overheard by iho patrol, which, chancing to pass that way, took him 
under their protection, and, in consequence of his comidaint and 
information, went in pursuit of our adventurer and his jittendants, 
who were soon overtaken and surrounded. Rash and inconsiderate 
as the young gentleman w;js, ho did not pretend to stand upon the 
defensive against a file of iimsketeers, althougli Pipes had drawn 
his cutlass at their appi’oach; but surrendered himself without 
opposition, and was conveyed to the main guard, where tho com¬ 
manding officer, engaged by his appearance and addro.ss, treated 
him with all imaginable respect. Hearing the particulars of his 
adventure, ho assured him that the prince would consider the whole 
as a tour de jrmiessc, and order him to be released without delay. 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in his report, he made 
such a favourable representation of the jirisoner, that our hero was 
on the point of being discharged, when llornbeck preferred a com- 
jdaint, accusing him of a pur|wiTd assassination, and jiraying that 
such punishment should be indicted upon him as liis highness should 
think adequate to the nature of tho crime, 'rho prince, perplexed . 
with this petition, in consequence of which he foresaw that lu* 
must disoblige a TJriti.sh subject, siuit for the iilaiutiff, of wbom he 
had some knowledge, and in person exhorted him to drop the 
prosecution, which would only serve tci j^ropagate liis own shame ; 
but llornbeck was too much incensed to listen to any proposal of 
that kind, and peremptorily demanded justice against the prisoner, 
whom he rcproseytecl as an oliscure .adventurer, who had made 
repeated attempts upon his honour and his life. Prince Charles 
told liim, that what ho had advised was in the capacity of a friend ; 
but, since ho insisted upon his acting as a ni.agistrato, the allair 
should bo examined, and determined according to tho dictates of 
justice and truth. 

The petitioner being dismissed with this jiromisc, the defendant 
was in his turn brought before tho jiul<^‘, wliose jiroposscssion in 
his favour was in a great measure Aveakened by what liis antagonist 
had said to the prejudice of his birth and reputation. 


CifAP. LXI.—Percfcrine l<i reloaspcl—.Toiler confounded at liis mysterious Conduct—A 
ContoM happens belucen the Poet and the raiutcr, who are leconciled bv the Afodiatiun 
of their tcllow-travi'Ueis. 

•> 

Ouii hero, understanding from some expressions which escaped tho 
prince, that ho was considered in the light of a sharper and assassin, 
that he mighk have the liberty of sending for some vouchers, 
that would probably vindicate his clwracter from tho malicious 
aspersions of his adversary. This permission being granted, he 
wrote a letter to his governor, desiring that he would bring to him 
the letters of recommendation which he had, received from the 
British ambassador at Paris, and such other papers as he thou^t 
conducive to evince the importance of his situation. 

The billet was given in charge to one of the subaltern offioeij on, 
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duty, who carried it to the inn, and demanded to speak with 
Mr. Jolter. Pallet, who happened to bo at the door when this 
messenger arrived, and heard him inquire for the tutor, ran 
directly to that genileinan’s njiartment, and in manifest disorder 
told him that a huge fellow’ of a soldier,,w’ith a monstrous pair of 
whiskers, »nid a fur cap as big as a bushel, w'as asking for him at 
the door. The poor governor began to shake at this intimation, 
though he was not conscious of having committed anything that 
could attract the attention of the state. When the officer appeared 
at his chamber-door, his confusion increased to such a degree, that 
his perception seemed to vanish, and the subaltern repeated the 
purport of his errand three times before he could compi*ehcnd his 
meaning, or ventui’e to receive the letter which he presented. At 
lengtli he summoned all his fortitude, and, having perused the 
epistle, his terror sank into anxiety. IJis ingenious fear iimne- 
dial.ely suggested that Peregrine was conlinetl in a dungeon for 
some t)utrage ho had comnntted. He ran with great agitation to 
• a trunk, and, taking out a bundle (jf propers, followed his con¬ 
ductor, being attended by the painter, to whom he had hinted his 
apprehension. 

When they passed through the guard, which was under arms, 
the hearts of both died witliin them; and when thoj^ came into the 
presence, there was .such an expression of awful horror on the 
countenance of .Toller, that the prince, observing ln.s dismay, wjis 
pleased to encourage him with an assurance tha^ he had nothing 
to* fear. Thus ctunforted, he recollected himself ,so well as U) 
understand lii.s pupil, 'vvlicii ho desired him to ])roducG the amlws* 
sador’.s letters ; some of which Vicing open, were immediately read 
by his highness, who was porsoiudiy acijuainted with the writer, 
and knew several of the noblemen to whom rliey were addressed. 
These reoonmiendations were so warm, and represented the young 
gentleman in .such an advantageous light, that the prince, con¬ 
vinced of the injustice las cliaracter had suft'ered Viy the misrepre- 
Bontation of Horubeck, took our hero by the hand, 'asked pardon 
for the doubts he h.id entertained of his honour, declared him from 
that moment at liberty, ordered his domestics to be enlarged, and 
offered him his countenance and protectioTi as long as he should 
remain in the Austrian Netherlands. At the same time he cau¬ 
tioned him against indiscretion in the course of his gallantries; 
and took his word and lionour, that lie sliould drop«ll measures of 
resentment against the person of Hornbcck, during his rosidenc© 
in that place. 

The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted^ thanked the prince 
in the most respectful manner for his generosity and eandour, Wid 
retired witlip his two friends, who were amazed and bewildered in 
their thoughts*at what they had seen and heard, the w'hole adven¬ 
ture still remaining,without the sphere of their comprehensipn, 
whjeh was not at all* enlarged by the unaccountable appeerahee of 
Pipes, who, with the valet^e-chamlA«, joined them at the castle^ 
gate^ Had Jolter been e man of a luxuriant imagination, h}s bt^in 
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Would undoubtedly have suffered in the investigation of hia pupil’s 
mysterious conduct, which ho strove in vain to unravei; but bis 
intellects were too solid to be affected by the miscarriage of hia 
invention; and, as Peregrine did not think proper to make him 
acquainted with the causo*of his being apprehended, he contented 
himself with supposing that there was a lady in the case. 

The painter, wh(^au imagination was of a more flimsy texture, 
formed a thousand chimerical conjectiTres, which he communicated 
to Pickle in imperfect insinuations, hoping by his answers and 
behaviour to discover the truth : but the youth, in order to tan¬ 
talize him, eluded all liis inquiries witli such an appearance of 
industry and art, as heightened his curiosity, while it disappointed 
his aim, and intlanied him to such a degree of impatience, that his 
wits began to be unsettled : then Peregrine svas fain to. recompose his 
brain, by tolling him in conii<lenco, that be had been arrested as a 
spy. This secret he found mote intolerable than liis former uncer¬ 
tainty : he ran from one apartment to another, like a goose in the 
agonies of egg-laying, with intention of «lisl)ardening this impor-^ 
tant load ; but Jolter being engaged with Ins pupil, and all the 
people of the house ignorant of tlie only language he could speak, 
he was compelled, witli inlinite rductance, to address himself to 
the doctor, who was at that time shut ii[) in his own chamber. 
Having knocked at the door to no jmrpose, ho peeped through the 
keyhole, and saw the phy.sician sitting at a talile, with a pun in 
one hand, and p«per before him, his head reclined ujion his other 
hand, .and his eyes fixed upon the coiling, as if he had been en¬ 
tranced. Pallet, concluding that lie was under the power of sonio 
convulsion, endeavoured tr) force the door open , .and the noise of 
liis efforts recalled the doctor from his reverie. 

This poetical republican, being so dis.agrooably disturbed, startwl 
up in a passion, and, opening the door, no sotmer perceived who 
had interrupted him, than he Hung it ifl. his face with great fury, 
and cursed him for his imiicrtnient intrusion, which h.ad deprived 
him of the most delightful vision that ever regaled the human 
fancy. He imagined, as he .afterwards imparted to Peregrine, that 
as he enjoyed himself in walking through the flowery plain that 
borders on Parnassus, fie was mot by a venerable sivge, whom, by a 
certain divine vivacity that lightened from his eyes, he instantly 
knew to bo the immortal Pindar, lie was immediately fitnick 
with reverent^ and awe, and [irostratcd him.self before the appari¬ 
tion, which, taking him by the hand, lifted him gently from the 
ground; and, with words more sweet than the honey of the Hybla 
bees, told him that, of all the moderns, he alone was visited by 
that celestial impulse by which he himself had been inspired, 
when he produced his most applauded odes. So saying, he led him 
Up the sacred hill, persuaded him to drink a copious^raught of the 
waters, of the Hippocrene, and then presented Jliim to the harmonioUB 
Nine, who crowtled his temples with a laurel-wreath. 

No wonder that he was etir^ed to find himself cut off from ^oh 
sitblime society. He raved in Greek against the invader, wl^ was 
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80 big with his own purpose, that, unmindful of tlio disgrace ho 
had sustaibed, and disregarding all the symptoms of the physician’s 
displeasure, he applied liis mouth to tlio door, in an eager tone. 
“I’ll hold you any wager,” said he, “that I guess the true cause 
of Mr. Pickle’s imi>risoumcnt. ” To this challenge he received no 
reply; and therefore repeated it, adding, “ I suppose you imagine 
ho was taken U}) for fighting a duel, or affronting a nobleman, or 
lying with some man’s wife, or some such matter : but, egad ! you 
was never more mistaken in your life ; and I’ll lay iny Cleopatra 
against your Homer’s head, that in four-and-tweiity hours you 
sha’u’t light on the true reason.” 

The favourite of the muses, exasperated at this vexatious perse¬ 
verance of the painter, who he hnagined had come to tease and 
insult him, “ 1 would,” said he, “ sacnfico a cock to ^Esculapius, were 
I assured that any person had been taken up for extirpating such 
a troublesome Goth as you are from the face of the earth. As f(tr 
your boasted Cleopatra, which you say was drat^i from your own 
wife, I believe the coi)y has as much of the rh Kaxhy as the original: 
but, were it mine, it should he hung uji in the 'I'eniple of Cloacina, 
as the picture of that goddess ; for any other apartment would bo 
disgraced by its appearance.” “TTark ye, sir,” replied Pallet, 
enraged in his turn at the contcinjiluous mention of his darling 
performance, “you may make as free with my wife as you think 
proper ; but ’w'are my works ; those are the eluldron of my fancy, con¬ 
ceived by the glowing imagination, and formed by the art of my 
own hands : and you yourself are a Goth, and a Turk, and a Tartar, 
and an inijiudcnt protending jackanapes, to treat with such disre¬ 
spect a production, which, in the r,pinion of all the connoisseurs of 
the age, will, when finished, be a ma.sterpiece in its kind, and do 
honour to human genius and skill. So I say again and again (and I 
care not'though your friend Playtor heard me), that you have no 
more taste than a drayiuan^s horse ; and that those foolish notions 
of the ancients ought to be drubbed out of you with a good cudgel, 
that you might learn to treat men of parts with more veneration. 
Perhaps you may not always bo in the company of one w'ho will 
halloo for assistance when you are on the brink of being chastised 
for your insolence, as I did when you brought upon yourself the 
resentment of that Scot, who, by the Lard ! would have paid you 
both Scot and lot, as Palstaff says, if the French officer had not put 
him in arrest. ” * 

The physician, to this declamation, which was conveyed through 
the keyhole, answered, that he (the painter) was a follow so in¬ 
finitely below his consideratictn, that his conscience upbraided him 
with no action of his life excejit that (jf choosing such a wretch for 
his companion and fellow-traveller ; that ho had viewed his character 
through the medium of good-nature and compassion, which had 
prompted him to give .Pallet an opportunity of acquiring some new 
idea^j under his immediate instruction ; but he fiad abused hia 
goodness and condescension in such a flagrant manner, that he was 
now determined to discard him entirely from his acquaintance, and 
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desired him, for the present, to take himself away, on pain of being 
kicked for his presumption. 

Pallet was too much incensed to be intimidated by this threat, 
which he retorted with great vindence, defying him to come 
forth, that it might appeiy which of them was best skilled in that 
pedestrian exercise, which he immediately began to practise against 
the door with such thundering application, as reached the ears of 
Pickle and his governor, who, coming out into the passage and 
seeing him thus employed, asked if he had forgot the chamber¬ 
pots of Aloat, that ho ventured to behave in such a manner, as 
entitled him to a second prescription of tho same nature. 

The doctor, understanding that there was company at hand, 
opened the door in a twinkling ; and, springing upon his antagonist 
like a tiger, a fierce contention would have ensued, to the infinite 
satisfaction of our hero, had not Jolter, to the manifest peril of his 
own person, interposed, anJ paiLly by force, and partly by 
exhortations, put a stop to tho engagement before it was fairly 
begun. After having demonstrated the indecency of such a vulgar , 
rencounter betwixt tAvo fellow-citizens in a foreign land, ho begge<l 
to know the cause of their dissension, and ofifered his good offices 
ttjwards an accommodation. Peregrine also, seeing the fray was 
finished, expressed himself to tlio same purpose ; and the painter, 
for obvious reasons, declining an ox]ilanation, his aniagonisb told 
tho youth Avhat a mortifying interruption he had suffered by the 
impertinent intiijision of Pallet, and gave him a detail of the 
particulars of his vision as above recited. The arbiter owned, 
tho provocation was not to bo endured ; and decreed, that the 
offender should make some atonement for his transgression; upon 
which the painter observed, that howsoever ho might have been 
disposed to make acknowledgments, if the physician had signified 
his displeasure like a gentleman, the comidainant had now forfeited 
all claim to any such concessions by thtf vulgar manner in which 
he had reviled him and his productions ; observing, that if he (tho 
painter) had been inclined to retort his slanderous insinuations, 
the republican’s own works would have afforded ample subject for 
his ridicule and censure. 

After divers disputes and representations, peace was at length 
concluded, on condition that, for the future, the doctor should 
never mention Cleopatra, unless ho could say something in her 

E raise; and that Pallet, in consideration of his having been the 
rst aggressor, should make a sketch of the physician’s vision, to 
be engraved and prefixed to the next edition of his odes. 


Xt 
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dtiAr. LXIl.—The Travellers depart for Antwerp, at w^lch Place the Painter gives a Loose 

to hl8 Enthusiasm. 

Our adventurer, baffled in his efforts to retrieve his lost Amanda, 
yielded at length to tlie remonstrances of his governor and fellow- 
travellers, who, out of pure complaisance to him, had exceeded 
their intended stay by six days at least; and a couple of post- 
chaises, with three riding-horses, being hired, they departed from 
Brussels in the morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived about 
eight in the evening at the venerable city of Antwerp. During 
this day’s journey, Pallet was elevated to an uncommon flow of 
spirits, with the prospect of seeing the birth-place of Kubens, for 
whom ho professed an enthusiastic admiration. He swore, that 
tho pleasure he felt was equal to that of a Mussulman, on the last 
day of his pilgrimage to Mecca ; and that he already considered 
himself a native of Antwerp, being so intimately acquainted with 
their so justly boasted citizen, from whom, at cerUiin junctures, he 
could not help believing himself derived, because his own pencil 
adopted tho manner of that great man with surprising facility, 
and his face wanted nothing but a pair of whiskers and a beard- 
to exhibit the express image of the Fleming’s countenance. He 
t^ld them ho was so proud of this resemblance,^ that, in order to 
render it more striking, ho had at one time of his life resolved to 
keep his face sacred from tho razor ; and in that purpose he had 
persevered, notwithstanding tho continual reprehensions of Mrs. 
Pallet (who, being then with child, said his aspect was so hideous, 
that she dreaded a miscaniage every hour), until she threatened, 
in plain terms, to dispute the sanity of his intellects, and apply to 
the chancellor for a conmiittee. 

The doctor, on tins occasion, observed, that a man who is not 
proof against the solicitations of a woman, can never expect to 
make a great figure in life ; that painters and poets ought to culti¬ 
vate no wives but tho Muses; or if they are, by the accidents of 
fortune, encumbered with families, they should carefully guard 
against that pernicious weakness, falsely honoured with the tippel- 
lation of natural afiection, and pay no manner of regard to tho 
impertinent customs of the world.—“Granting that' you had been, 
for a short time, deemed a lunatic,” said he, “ 3 'ou might have 
acquitted yourself honourably of that imputation by some perfor¬ 
mance that would have raised your character above all censure. 
Sophocles himself, that celebrated tragic poet, who, for the 
nesB of his versification, was styled MeAirra, or *‘the Bee/* in his 
old age suffered the same accusation from his own children, who, 
seeing him neglect his family affairs, and devote himself enthral^ 
to,Metry, carried him before the, magistrate,^as a inan .whbse 
intdleots were so much impaired by the infirmities of age, that he 
waSj. no longer fit to manage his domestic concerns; u^n which 
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the reverend bard produced hie tragedy of OiSlvovs M Ko\a>yff as 
a work he had just finished; which being perused, instead of 
being declared unsound of understanding, he was dismissed with 
admiration and applause. I wish your beard and whiskers had 
been sanctioned hy the •like authority; though T am afraid you 
would have been in thb predicament of those disciples of a certain 
philosopher, who drank decoctions^ of cumin-seeds, that their 
faces rai"ht adopt the paleness of their master’s complexidn, 
hoping that, in being as wan, tlioy would be as learned as their 
teacher.” The painter, stung with this sarcasm, replied, “or like 
those virtuosi, who, by repeating Greek, eating sillikicaby, and 
pretending to see visions, think they equal the ancients in tast<j 
and genius.” The physician retorted, Pallet rejoined, and the 
altercation continued, until they entered the gatfes of Antwerp, 

■ when the admirer of Rubens broke forth into a rapturous exclama¬ 
tion, which put an end to the dispute, and attracted the notice 
of the inhabit/jintfl ; many of whom, by shrugging up their shoulders, 
and pointing to thejr foreheads, gave shrewd indicatiens that they 
believed him a poor gentleman dis<jrdercd in his brain. 

They had no sooner alighted at the inn, than this pseudo-enthu¬ 
siast proposed to visit the great churcli, in which ho had been 
informed some of his master’s pieces wore to be seen; and was 
remarkably chagrined, when ho understood that he could not be 
admitted till next day. He rose next morning bj' daybreak, and 
disturbed his fellow - travellers in such a noisy and clamortauB 
manner, that Peregrine determined to punish him wdth some new 
. infliction, and; whilst lie put on liis clothes, actually formed the 
plan of promoting a duel between him and the doctor, in the 
management of which lie promised himself store of entertainment 
from the behaviour of both. 

Being provided with one of those doijncstics who are always in 
waiting to offer their services to strangers on their first arrival, 
tliey were conducted to the house of a gentleman who had an excel¬ 
lent collection of pictures ; and though the greatest part of them 
were painted by his favourite artist, Pallet condenmed them all by 
the lump, because Pickle had told him beforehand, that there was 
not one performance of Rubens among the number. 

The next place they visited, was what is called the Academy of 
PAinting, furnished with a number of paltry pieces, in which our 
painter recogAized the stylo of Peter Paul, with many expressions 
of admiration, on the same sort of previous intelligence. 

From this repository they went to the great church; and being 
led ^be tomb of Rubens, the whimsical painter fell upon his 
kjEiees, and worshipped with such appearance t)f devotion, that the 
attendant, scandalized at his superstition, imlled him pp*; observing, 
with great warmth, that the person buried in that place was ho 
saint, l^ut as great a simier as himself; and*that if he were, spiri¬ 
tually .disposed, there was a/>hapel of the Blessed Vi^ih, atitli^ 
of three yards on the right hand, to which he might 
He thohght it was menmbent upon himtoman^stjome 
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extraordinary inspiration, while he resided on the spot where Xtuhena 
was bom ; and therefore his whole behaviour was an affectation of 
rapture, expressed in distracted exclamations, convulsive starts, and 
uncouth gesticulations. In the midst of his frantic behaviour, he 
saw an old Capuchin, with a white beard, mount the pulpit, and 
hold forth to the congregation with such violence of emphasis, and 
gesture, as captivated his fancy ; and bawling aloud, “ Zoui/ds! 
what an excellent Paul proaehing at Athens ! ” ho pulled a pencil 
and a small memorandum-book from his pocket, and began to 
take a sketch of the orator with great eagerness and agitation, 
saying, “Egad! friend Raphael, wo shall sec whether you or I 
have got the best knack of trum[)iiig uj) an apostle.” This appear¬ 
ance of disrespect gave offence to the audience, which began to 
murmur against this heretic libertine ; when one of the priests 
belonging to the choir, in order to ju’event any ill consequence 
from their displeasure, came and told him, in the French hinguage, 
that such liberties were not permitted in their religion, and advised 
him to lay aside his implements, lest the people should take umbrage 
at his design, and be pro\ oked to i)uuish him as a jjrofane scoffer at 
their worship. 

The painter, seeing himself addressed bj’^ a friar, who, while he 
spoke, bowed with great cornplaisanoo, imagined that he was a 
begging brother, come to supplicate his chanty ; and his attention 
being (juito engio.ssed by the design ho was making, ho patted the 
priest’s shaven crown with liis hand, saying, Of e rate/as, ofer terns; 
and then resumed his pencil with great earnestness. The eccle¬ 
siastic, perceiving that the stranger did not comprehend his 
meaning, pulled him by the sleeve, and explained himself in the 
Latin tongue : upon which Pallet, ])rovoked at his intrusion, cursed 

him aloud for an impudent, beggarly son of a w-; and taking 

out a shilling, flung it upon the pavement with manife.st signs of 
indignation. 

Some of the common people, enraged to see their religion con¬ 
temned, and their priests insulted at the very altar, rose from their 
seats ; and, surrounding the astonished painter, one of the number 
snatched his book from his hand, and tore it into a thousand pieces. 
Frightened as ho was, he could not help cryihg, “Fire and fagots ! 
all my favourite ideas are gone to wreck! ” and was in danger of 
being very roughly handled by the crowd, had not Peregrine 
stepped in, and assured them that he was a poor, uniiappy gentle¬ 
man, who laboured under a transport of the brain. Those who 
understood the French language conununicalcd this information to 
the rest, so that he escaped without any other, chastisement than 
that of being obliged to retire ; and as they could not seo tho 
famous Descent from the Gross till after tho service was finished, 
they were conducted by their domestic to tho house of a painter, 
where they found a be,ggar standing for his picture, and the artist 
actually employed in representing a huge louse that cra'wled upon 
his shoulder. Pallet was wonderfully pleased with this circunio 
{Stance, which he said was altogether a new thought, and an 
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excellent hint, of which he would make his advantage : and, in the 
course of his survey of this Fleming’s performances, perceiving a 
piece in which two flies were engaged upon the carcass of a dog 
half devoured, he ran ^o his brother brush, and swore he was 
worthy of being a fellow - citizen of the immortal Rubens. Ho 
then lamented, with many expressions of grief, and resentment, 
that he had lost his common-place bc^ik, in which he had preserved 
a thousand conceptions of the same sort, formed by tho accidental 
objects of his senses and imagination; and took an opportunity 
of telling his follow-tiavellerH, that in execution ho had equalled, 
if not excelled, the two aiiciont painters who vied with each other 
in tlic representation of a curtain and a bunch of grapes ; for he 
had exhibited the image of a certain object so like to nature, that 
tho bare sight of it set a whole hog-sty in an uproar. 

When he had examined and .applauded all tho productions of 
this minute artist, they returned to the great church, and were 
entertained with the view of that celebrated master - piece of 
Rubens, in which ho has introduced the portraits of himself raid 
his whole family. 'J'he doors that conceal this capital performance 
were no sooner unfolded, than our enthusiast, debarred the use of 
speech, by a previous covenant with his friend Pickle, lifted up 
lii.s hands and eyes ; and, putting himself in the attitude of Hamlet, 
when his father’s ghost appears, adored in silent ecstasy and awe. 
He even made a merit of necessity ; and when they had withdrawn 
from the place, protested that his whole faculties were sw'^allowod 
up in love and admiration. Ho now professed himself more than 
ever enamoured of tJie Flemi.sh school, raved in extravagant en¬ 
comiums, and proposed that the whole comiiany sliould paj’ homage 
to the memory of tho divine Rubens, by lepairing fortliwith to the 
house in which he lived, and prostrating themselves on the floor of 
his painting-room. • 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tenement, which had 
been rebuilt more than once since the death of th.'it great man, 
Peregrine excused himself from complying wdth tho proposal, on 
pretence of being fatigued with tho circuit they had already per¬ 
formed; Jolter decliiied it for tho same reason; and the question 
being put to the doctor, he refused his company with an air of dis¬ 
dain. Pallet, piqued at his contemptuous manner, asked, “if he 
would not g8 and see the habitation of Pindoor, provided he was 
in the city where that poet lived!” and when the physician ob¬ 
served, that there was an hiQnite diflbronce between tho men, 
“ That I'll allow,” replied the painter; “for the devil a poet ever 
lived in Greece of Troy, that was w'ortliy to clean the pencils of 
our beloved Rubens.” The physician could not witji any degree 
of temper and foibearanco hear this outrageous’'blasphemy, for 
which, ho said, Pallet’s eyes ought to be picked out by owls; and 
the dispute arose, os usual, to such scurrilities of language and 
indecency of behaviour, th«t passengers began to take notice of 
their animosity, and Peregrine was obliged to interpose for Jiis owii 
credit. » 
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Chat, LXIH.—Peregrine artftiily foments a Qnarri^l between Pallet and the PhyBlctan,wh» 

fight a Duel ou the Bamparts. 

The painter betook himself to the house of the Flemish Kaphaely and 
the rest of the company wont back to their lodgings; where the 
young gentleman, taking the advantage of being alone with the 
physician, recapitulated all the affronts he had sustained from the 
I>ainter’8 petulance, aggravating every circumstance of the disgrace, 
and advising him, in the capacity of a friend, to take care of his 
honour, which could not fail to suffer in the opinion of the world, 
if he allowed himself to be insulted with impunity by one so much 
his inferior in every degree of consideration. 

The physician assured him, that Pallet had hitherto escaped 
chastisement, by being deemed an object unworthy his resentment, 

• and in consideration of the wretch’s family, for which his compas¬ 
sion was interested ; but that repeated injuries would inflame the 
most benevident disposition : and although he could find no prece¬ 
dent of duelling among the (Ireoks and Romans, whom he con¬ 
sidered as the patterns of demeanour, I*allet should no longer avail 
himself of his veneration for the ancients, but be punished for the 
very next offence ho should commit. 

Having thus spirited up the doctor to a rcsolutioii from which he 
could not decently swerve, our adventurer acted the incendiary 
with the other party also ; giving him to understand, that the 
physician treated his character with, such cuntemiit, and behaved to 
him with such insolence, as no gentleman ought to boar: that, for 
his own part, he was every day put out of countenance by their 
mutual animosity, which apjieared in nothing but vulgar expres¬ 
sions, moro becoming shoe-boys and oyster-women than men of 
honour and education ; and therefore ho should be obliged, contrary 
to his inclination, to break off all correai)f»ndeiico with them both, 
if they would not fall upon some method to retrieve the dignity of 
their characters. , 

These representations would have had little effect upon the 
timidity of the painter, who was likewise too much of a Grecian to 
approve of single combat in any other way than that boxing, an 
exercise in which he was well skilled, had not they been accom¬ 
panied with an insinuation, that his antagonist was ho Hector, and 
that ho might humble him into any concession, without running 
the least personal risk. Animated hy this assurance, our second 
Rubens set the trumpet of defiance k) his mouth, swore he valued 
nut his life ati^h when his honour was concerned, and entreated 
Mr. Pickle to be the bearer of a challenge, which he would.instantly 
commit to writing. ! , 

The mischievous fomenter highly applauded this manifestatitm 
of eburage, by which he was at liberty to cultivate his friendship 
and syoiety, but declined the office of carrying the billet, tbat4«8 
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fcendemeBft of Pallet’s reputation might not he misinterpreted into 
an ofScious desire of promoting quarrels. At the same time he 
recommended Tom Pipes, not only as a very proper messenger oh 
this occasion, but also as a trusty second in the field. The magna¬ 
nimous painter took hi» advice ; and retiring to his chamber, 
penned a challenge in these terms ;— 

'* Sib,—W hen I am lieartlly provoked, 1 fear notathe devil fainiBelf; mnch less—-I trill 
not call you a pedantic coxcomb, nor an unmannerly fellow, because these are the 
htppethelB of the vulgar: but, remember, such as you are, I nytlier love you nor fear 
you ; but, on the contrary, expect satisfaction ft)r your audacious Ijeliavioiir to me on divers 
occasions; and will, tbU evening, In the twilight, meet you on the ramparts with sword 
and pistol, where the Lord have mercy on the soul of one of ua ; for yonr body shall find 
no favour with your incensed defier till death, 

•‘LathAN Pailbt.” 

This resolute defiance, after having been submitted to the perusal, 
and honoured with the approbation of our youth, was committed to 
the charge of Pijies, who, according to his orders, delivered it in 
the aftenionn, and biought for answer, that the physician would 
attend him at the appointed time and place. The challenger was 
evidently discomposed at the unexpected news of this acceptance, 
and ran about the house in great disorder in quest of Peregrine, to 
beg his further advice and assistance ; but understanding that the 
youth was engaged in private with his adversary, he began to 
suspect some collusion, and cursed himself for his tolly and preci¬ 
pitation. He even entertained some thoughts of retracting his 
invitation, and imbniitting to the triumph of his antagonist: |;;>ut 
before he would stoop to this opprobrious condescension, he resolved 
to try another expedient, which might be the means of saving both 
his character and person. In this hope ho visited Mr. Jolter, and 
very gravely desired he would be so good as to undertake the oflSce 
of his second, in a duel which ho was to fight that evening with the 
physician. 

The governor, instead of answering his expectation, in expressing 
fear and concern, and breaking forUi into exclamations of “Good 
God ! gentlemen, what d’ye mean ? you shall not murder one 
another while it is in my power to prevent your purpose : I will go 
directly to the governor of the place, who shall interpose his 
authority; ”—I say, instead of these and other friendly menaces of 
prevention, Joltor heard the proposal with the most phlegmatic 
taranquillity, and excused himself from accepting the honour he 
intended for liim, on account of his character and situation, which 
would not permit him to bo concerned in any such rencounters. 
Indeed, this mortifying reception was owing to a previous hint 
from Peregrine, who, dreading some sort of interruption from his 
governor, had made him acquainted with his design, and assured him 
that tho afi^ir should not be brought to any dangerous issue. 

Thus disappointed, tho dejected challenger wais overwhelmed 
wijbh perplexity and dismay; and, in the terrors of death or mutilo- 
tidn, resolved to deprecate tl^e wrath of his enemy, and conforin to 
any siibmission he should propose; when he was aoeidentolly 
encountered by our adventurer, who, with demonstTUtiona of ignite 
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satisfaction, told him in confidence, that his billet had thrown the 
doctor into an agony of consternation; that his acceptance of his 
challenge was a mere effort of despair, calculated to confound the 
ferocity of the sender, and dispose him to listen to terms of accom¬ 
modation ; that he had imparted the letter to him with fear and 
trembling, on pretence of engaging him as a second, but in reality 
with a view of obtaining his^good offices in promoting a reconcilia¬ 
tion ; “but perceiving the situation of liis mind,'* added our hero, 
“I thought it would be more for your honour to baffle his expecta¬ 
tion, and therefore I readily undertook tho task of attending him 
to the field, in full assurance that ho will there humble himself 
before you, even to prostration. In this security, you may go and 
prej)aro your arms, and bespeak tho assistance of I*ipes, who will 
squire you in the field, while I keep myself up, that our corre¬ 
spondence may not bo suspected by the physician.” Pallet’s spirits, 
tnat were sunk to dejection, rose at this encouragement to all tho 
insolence of triumph : he again declaring his contoTiipt of danger, 
and his pistols being loaded and accommodated with new flints, by 
his trusty armour-bearer, he waited without flinching, for the hour 
of battle. 

On the first approach of twiliglit, somebody knocked at his door, 
and Pipes having opened it at his desire, he heard the voice of his 
antagonist pronounce, “ Tell Mr. Pallet that I am going to the place 
of appointment.” The painter was not a little surprised at this 
anj^icipation, which so ill agreed with tho informatioA he had received 
from Pickle ; and, his concern beginning to recur, he fortified him¬ 
self with a large bumper of brandy, which, liowever, did not over¬ 
come the anxiety of his thoughts. Nevertheless, he set out on the 
expedition with his second, betwixt whom and himself the following 
dialogue passed, in their way to tho ramparts :— 

“Mr. Pipes,”said the pajnter, with disordered accent, “methinks 
the doctor was in a pestilent hurry with that message of his.”— 
“ Ey, ey,” answered Tom, “I do suppose he longs to be foul of 
you.”—“ What! ” replied tho other, d’ye tliink ho thirsts after my 
blood?”—“To be sure he does,” said Pipes, thrusting a largo quid 
of tobacco in his check, with great deliberation. “ If that be the 
case,” cried Pallet, beginning to shake, “he is no bettor than a 
cannibal, and no Christian ought to fight him on equal footing.” 
Tom, observing his emotion, eyed him witli a frown of indignation, 
saying, “You an’t afraid, are you?”—“God forbid f” replied the 
challenger, stammering with fear; “what should I be afraid of? 
The worst he can do is to take my life, and then he’ll be answerable 
both to Gf>d and man for the murder: don’t you think he will ? ” 
—“I think no such matter,” answered tho second: “if so be as 
how ho puts'^a^brace of bullets through your bows, and kills you 
fairly, it is no more murder than if I were to bring down a noddy 
from the main top-sail> yard. ” 

this time Pallet’s teeth chattore4 with such violence, that he 
could scarce pronounce this reply: “ Mr. Thomas, you soom to 
makq. very light pf a man’s life; but I trust it) the Almighty J 
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shall not be so easily brought down. Sure many a man has fought 
a duel without losing his life. Do you imagine that I run such a 
hazard of falling by tho hand of my adversary 1 ”—“You may, or 
may not,” said the unconcerned Pipes, “ just as it happens. What 
then ? death is a debt that every man owes, according to the song; 
and, if you set foot to foot, I think one of you must go to pot. ”— 
“Foot to foot!” exclaimed the terrj^ied painter: “that’s down¬ 
right butchery ; and I’ll be d-before I light any man on earth 

in such a barbarous way. What I d’ye take me to be a savage 
beast?” This declaration he made while they ascended the 
rauwarts. 

Ilis attendant, perceiving tho physician and his second at the 
distance of a hundred p;ices before them, gave him notice of their 
appearance, and advised him to make ready, and behave like a man. 
Pallet in vain endeavoured to cemeeal his panic, wliich discovered 
itself in a universal trepidation of body, and the lamentable tone in 
which he answered this exhortation of Pipes, saying, “ I do behave 
like a man ; but yjou would have me act tho part of a brute. Are 
they coming this way'? ” When Tom told him that they had faced 
about, and admonislied him to adv;ince, the nerves of his arm 
rofu.sed their oOice, he could not hold out his i)istol, and instead 
of going forward, retreated with an insensibility f)f motion ; till 
Pipes, placing himself in tho rear, set his own Ijack to that of his 
principal, and swore ho should nut budge an inch farther in that 
direction. 

While the valet thus tutored the painter, his master enjoyed the 
terrors of the ijhysician, whicli wore more ridiculous than those of 
Pallet, because ho was more intent upon disguising them. His 
declaration to Pickle in the morning would not suffer him to start 
any objections when he received tho challenge ; and finding that the 
young gentleman made no offer of medyiting tho affair, but rather 
congratulated him on the occasion, when ho communicated the 
painter’s billet, all his efforts consisted in oblique hints and general 
reflections upon the absurdity of duelling, which was first introduced 
among civilized nations by the barbarous Huns and Longobards. 
He likewise pretendqd to ridicule the use of fire-arms, which 
confounded all the distinctions of skill and address, and deprived 
a combatant of the opportunity of signalizing his personal 
prowess. ^ 

Pickle assented to tho justness of his observations; but at the 
same time represented tho necessity of complying with the customs 
of the world, ridiculous as they were, on which a man’s honour and 
reputation depend so that, seeing no hopes of profiting by that 
artifice, tho republican’s agitation became more and more remark¬ 
able ; and he proposed, in plain terms, that they 8lu;>ul{i contend in, 
armour, like the combatants of ancient days ; for ii was but reason¬ 
able that they should practise tho manner ef fighting, since they 
adopted the disposition of those iron times. • 

Nothing could liave afforded more diversion to our hero than the 
si^ht of tvfo such duellists cased in iron} and he wished that hi had 
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promoted the quarrel in Brussels, where he could have hired the 
armour of Charles the Fifth* and the valiaut duke of Parma, for 
their accommodation ; but as there was no possibility of furnishing 
them cap-a-pie at Antwerp, he persuaded him to conform to the 
modern use of the sword, and meet the painter on his own terras ; 
and, suspecting that his fear would supply him with other excuses 
for declining the combat, he comforted him with some distant 
insinuations to the prejudice of his adversary's courage, which 
would in all probability evaporate before any mischief could 
happen. 

Notwithstanding this encouragement, ho could not suppress the 
reluctance with which ho went to the field, and cast many a wishful 
look over his left shoulder, to see whether or not his adversary was 
at his heels. When, by the advice of his second, he took possession 
of the ground, and turned about with his face to the enemy, it was 
not so dark but that Peregrine could perceive the unusual paleness 
of his countenance, and the sweat standing in large drops upon his 
forehead : nay, there was a manifest disorder in his speech, when 
he regretted his want of the pila and parma, with which ho would 
have made a rattling noise, to a.stonish his foe, in springing 
forward, and singing the hymn to battle, in the manner of the 
ancients. 

In the mean time, observing the hesitation of his antagonist, who, 
far from advancing, seemed to recoil, and even struggle with his 
second, he guessed the situation of the {'•ainter’s*' thoughts ; and, 
collecting all the manhood that he possessed, seized the opportunity 
of profiting by his enemy’s consternation. Striking his sword and 
pistol together, he advanced in a sort of trot, raising a loud howl, 
in which he repeated, in lieu of the Spartan song, part of the strophe 
from one of Pindar’s Pythia, beginning with ck iheon gar nachanai 
2 >asai Broteais nretain, &c. This imitation of the Greeks had all the 
desired eflect upon the painter, who, seeing the physician running 
towards him like a fury, with a ])istol in his right hand, which was 
extended, and hearing the dreadful yell he uttered, and the out¬ 
landish words he pronounced, was seized with a universal palsy of 
his limbs. IIo would have dropped down uppn the ground, nad not 
Pipes supported and encouraged him to stand upon his defence. 
The doctor, contraiy to his expectation, finding that he had not 
flinched from the spot, though ho had now performed one half of his 
career, put in practice his last effort, by firing his pi^ol, the noise 
of which no sooner reached the cars of the affrighted painter, than 
he recommended his soul to God, and roared for mercy with great 
vociferation. 

The republican, overjoyed at this exclamation, commanded him.to 
yield, and sorr^ender his arms, on pain of immediate death; upon 
which he threw away his pistols and sword, in spite of all ,the 
admonitions and even^threats of his second, who left nim to his fate, 
anckwent up to his master, stopping ^is nose with signs of Ipalhing 
and abhorrence. 

. % victor, having, won the »polia opima, granted him hie Ufe, 
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on eonditioii that he would on his knees supplicate his pardon^ 
acknowle^o hiinsolf inferior to hia conqueror in eve^ virtue and 
qualification, and promise for the future to merit his favour by 
submission and respect. These insolent terms were readily 
embraced by the unfortuftato challenger, who fairly owned that 
he was not at all calculated for the purposes of war, and that 
henceforth he would contend with no weapon but his pencil. He 
begged, with great hunuliby, that Mr. fickle would not think the 
worse of his morals for this defect of courage, which was a natural 
infirmity inherited from his father; and suspend his opinion of 
his talents, until he should have an opportunity of contemplating 
the charms of his Cleopatra, which would be finished in less than 
three months. 

Our hero observed, with an affected air of displeasure, that no 
man could be justly comlemncfl fr>r being subject to the impressions 
of fear, and therefore his cowardice might easily be forgiven: but 
there was somebliing so presuin[)tuous, dishonest, and disingenuous, 
in arrogating a quality to which ho knew he had not the smallest 
pretension, that he could not forget his misbehaviour all at once, 
though he would condescend to communicate with him as formerly, 
in hopes of seeing a reformation in hi.>i conduct. Pallet protested, 
that there was no dissimulation in the case ; for ho was ignorant of 
hia own weakness, until his resolution was put to the trial: ho 
faithfully promiaod to demean himself, during the remaining part 
of the tour, witfi that conscious modesty and penitence whirji 
became a person in his condition; and, for the present, implor^ 
the assistance of Mr. Fijics, in disembarrassing him from the diS' 
agreeable consequenco’of his fear. 


Chap. LXIV—The Doctor exults in his Victory—They set out for Kottenlam, wliere they 
are eutertstiied by tviro Dutch Orntlemeii in a Yacht, which is overturned iu the Macee, 
to the manifest Hazard of the Painter's Life—Tlicy spend the Ereuing with their 
Entertainera, and next day visit a Cabinet of Cm losities. 

Tom was accordingly oi^lcred to minister to his occasions ; and the 
conqueror, elated with hia success, which he in a great measure 
attributed to his manner of attack, and the hymn which he howled, 
told Peregrin^ that he was now convinced of the truth of what 
Pindar sang In these words, ossa da we pephileke Zeusy atuzontai 
hoan Fieridon aionta; for he had no sooner begun to repeat the 
mellifluent strains of that divine poet, than the wretch his antago- 
nist was confounded) and his nerves unstrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on the prudence and 
tranquillity of his own behaviour, and ascribed the, consternation 
Pallet to the remembrance of some crime that lay heavy upon 
hi^ conscience ; for, in his opinion, a man of virtue and coptimon 
sense could not possibly be afraid of death, which is not only 4he 
peaceful harbour that receives him shattered on .the tenipestuoua 
life, but also the eternal seal of his fame and glory, whi^i it 
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is no longer in his power to forfeit and forego. He lamented his fate, 
in being doomed to live in such degenerate days, when war is become 
a mei’cenary trade, and ardently wished that the day would come 
■when he should have such an opportunitj of signalizing his courage 
in the cause of liberty as that of Marathon, where a handful of 
Athenians, fighting for their freedom, defeated the whole strength 
t»f the Persian empire. “ W^ould to Heaven ! ” said ho, “my muse 
were blessed with an occasion to emulate that glorious testimony 
on the trophy in Cyprus, erected by Cimon, for t>\o great victories 
gained on the same day over the Persians by sea and land ; in 
which it is very remarkable that the greatness of the occaf-ion has 
raised the manner of expression above the usual simplicity and 
modesty of all other ancient inscriptions.” He then repeated it 
with all the pomp of declamation, and signified his hope that the 
French would one day invade us with such an army as that which 
Xerxes led into Greece, that it might be in his power to devote 
himself, like Leonidas, to the freedom of his country. 

This memorable combat being thus determined, and everything 
that was remarkable in Antwerp surveyed, they sent their baggage 
down the Sclield to Rotterdam, and set out for the same place in a 
post-waggon, which that same evening brought thorn in safety to 
the banks of the Macse. They put up at an English house of enter¬ 
tainment, remarkable for the modesty and moderation of the land¬ 
lord ; and next morning the doctor went in person to deliver 
Iftttcrs of recommendation to two Dutch gentlemen, from one of 
his accjiiaintanco at Paris. Neither of them happcnoil to be at 
homo when he called ; so that he left a message at their lodgings, 
with his address ; and in the afternoon they waited upon the com¬ 
pany, and, after many hospitable professions, one of the two invited 
them to spend the evening at his house. 

Meanwhile they had provided a pleasure-yacht, in which they 
proiiosed to treat them with an excursion upon the Maese. This 
being almost the only diversion that place affords, our young 
gentleman relislied tlio proposal; and, n(»twithstaiiding the remon¬ 
strance of Mr. Jolter, who declined the voyage on account of the 
roughness of the weatlier, they went on b«ard without hesitation, 
and found a collation prepared in the cabin. While tliey tacked 
to and fro in the river, under the impulse of .a mackerel breeze, the 
physician expressed his satisfaction, and Pallet was^ravished with 
the entertainment; but the wind increasing, to the unspeakable 
joy of the Dutchmen, who hfid now an oi>portunity of showing 
their dexterity in the management of the vessel, the guests found 
it inconvenient to stand upon deck, and impossible to sit below, on 
account of the clouds of tobacco-smoko, which rolled from the pipes 
of their ontW^^ainere in such volumes as annoyed them even to the 
hazard of suflbeation. This fumigation, together with the extra¬ 
ordinary motion of the ship, began to affect the head and stomach 
of *he painter, who begged eame-stlji to be set on shore ; but the 
Dutch gentlemen, who had no idea of his sufferings, insisted, with, 
eurjjinaing obstinacy qf regard, upon his staying uptil he should 
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S6o an instance of the skill of their mariners, and, bringing him on 
deck, commanded the men to carry the vessel’s lee gunwale under 
water. This nicety of navigation they instantly performed, to the 
admiration of Pickle, the discomposure of the doctor, and terror of 
Pallet, who blessed himself^ from the courtesy of a Dutchman, and 
prayed to Heaven for his deliverance. 

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation of - this feat, and 
the distress of the painter at the sania time, the yacht was over¬ 
taken by a sudden scjuall, that overset her in a moment, and flung 
every man overboard into the Maesc, before they could have the 
least warning of their fate, much less lime to i)rovide against the 
accident. Peregrine, who was an expert swimmer, reached the 
shore in safety ; the physician, in the agonies of despair, laid fast 
hold on the trunk-breeches of one of the men, w ho dragged him to 
the other side ; the entertainers landed at the bomb-lceys, smoking 
their pipes all the way with Uebberation ; and the poor 

painter must have gone to the bottom, bad he not been encoun¬ 
tered by the cable of a ship, that lay at anclior near the scene of 
their disaster. Though his senses had forsaken him, his hand^ 
fastened by instinct on this providential occurrence, which he held 
with such a convulsive grasp, that when a boat was sent otit to 
bring him on shore, it was vrith the utmost difficulty that hi.s 
fingers were disengaged. He was carried into a house, deprived of 
the use of speech, and bereft of all sensation ; and, being sus- 
pemled by the h,ccls, a vast quantify of water ran out of his 
mouth. 'This evacuation being made, he began to utter dreadful 
groans, which gradually increased to a continued roar; and after 
he had regained the use of his senses, he underwent a delirium 
that lasted several hours. As for the treaters, they never dreamed 
of expressing the least concern to Trickle or the physician for what 
liad happened, because it was an accident so common as to pass 
without notice. , 

Leaving the care of the vessel to the seamen, the company retired 
to their respective lodgings, in order to shift their clothes ; and in 
the evening our travellers were conducted to the house of their 
new friend, who, with a view of making his invitation the 
more .agreeable, had assembled to the number of twenty or thirty 
Englishmen, of all ranks and d(igrees, from the merchant to the 
periwig-maker’s apprentice. 

In uiQ mid^ of this congregation stood a chafing-dish with live 
coals, for the convenience of lighting their pipe.?, and every indi¬ 
vidual was accommodated with a spitting-box. There was not a 
mouth in the apartment unfurnished with a tube; so that they 
resembled a convoeiktion of chimeriis breathing fire and smoke; 
and our gentlemen wore fain to imitate their example in their own 
defence. It is not to he supposed that the conversatilon was either 
very sprightly or polite : the whole entertainment was of the 
Dutch cast—^frowzy and phlegmatic ; and our adventurer, as he 
returned to his lodging, tortured with the headache, and dis- 
^sted with every circumstance of his treatment, cursed the hour 
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in which the doctor had saddled them with such trouhlesottie 
companions. 

Next morning, by eight o’clock, these polite Hollanders returned 
the visit, and after breakfast attended their English friends to the 
house of a person that possessed a very curious cabinet of curiosities, 
to which they had secured our company’s admission. The owner of 
tliis collection was a cheesemonger, who received them in a woollen 
nightcap, with straps buttofted under his chin. As he understood 
no language but his own, lie told tliem, by the canal of one of their 
conductors, that he did not make a practice of showing his curiosi¬ 
ties ; but understanding that they were Englishmen, and recom¬ 
mended to his friends, he was content to submit them to their 
perusal. So saying, he led them up a dark stair into a small room, 
decorated with a few paltry figures in plaster of Paris, two or 
three miserable landscapes, the skins of an otter, seal, and some 
fishes stuifed : and in one corner stood a glass case, furnished with 
newts, frogs, lizards, and serpents, preserved in spirits; a human 
foetus, a calf with two heads, and about two dozen of butterflies 
pinned upon paper. 

The virtuoso, having exhibited these particulars, eyed the 
strangers wdth a kiok soliciting admiration and apphause ; and as 
he could not perceive any symptom of cither in their gestures or 
countenances, withdrew a curtain, and displayed a waiascot chest 
of drawers, in which, ho gave them to understand, was somctliing 
that would agreeably amuse the imagination. ■ Our travellers, 
fegalcd with this notice, imagined that they would be entertained 
witli the sight of some curious medals, or other productions of 
antiquity; but how were they disappointed, when they saw 
nothing but a variety of shells, disposed in whimsical figures, in 
each drawer! After he had detained them full two hours with a 
tedious commentary upon the shape, size, and ctdour of each depart¬ 
ment, he, with a supcrfiilious simper, desired that the English 
gentlemen would frankly and candidly declare whether his cabinet 
or that of Mjmlieer Sloane, nh London, was the most valuable. When 
this request was signified in English to the company, the painter 
instantly exebimed, “By the Lard! they are not to be named of 
a day; and, as for that matter, I would*not give one corner of 
Saltero’s coffee-house, at CheLsea, for all the trash he hath shown. ” 
Peregrine, unwilling to mortify any person who had done his 
endeavour to please him, obseiwed that what he had* seen was very 
curious and enteitaining ; but that no private collection in Europe 
was equal to that of Sir Hans Sloane, which, exclusive of presents, 
had cost a hundred thousand pounds. The two conductors were 
confounded at this asseveration, which being communicated to the 
cheesemonger, he shook his head with a significant grin ; and, 
though he did not choose to express his incredulity in worth, gave 
OUT hero to underst^pd that he did not much depend upon ;liii 
veMcit;?'. 

Brom the house of this Butch naturalist they were dragged'^ 
found the city, by the painful civility of theif attendants, 
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not quit them till tho evening was well advanced, and then not till 
a^r they had promised to be with them before ten o’clock next 
day, in order to conduct them to a country house, situated in a 
pleasant village on the other side of the river. 

Pickle was already so much fatigued witli their hospitality, that, 
for the first time of his life, he suffered a dejection of spirits, and 
resolved, at any rate, to avoid the thpatened persecution of to¬ 
morrow. With this view, he ordered his servants to pack up some 
clothes and linen in a portmanteau ; and, in the mornii^, em¬ 
barked, with his governor, in the treckskuyt, for the Hague, 
whither ho pretended to be called by some urgent occasion, leaving 
his fellow-travellers to make his apology to their friends, and 
assuring them, that he would not proceed to Amsterdam without 
their society. He arrived at the Hague in the forenoon, and dined 
at an ordinary frequented by officers and people of fashion ; where 
being informed that the princess would see company in the even¬ 
ing, he dressed himself in a rich suit of the Parisian cut, and went 
to court without any introduction. A person of his appearance 
could not fail to attract the notice of such a small circle. Tho 
prince himself, understanding he was an Englishman and a stran¬ 
ger, went up to him without ceremony, and, having welcomed him 
to the place, conversed with him for some minutes on the common 
topics of discourse. 


Chap. LX V.—proceed to the Hague; from whence they depart for Amsterdami where 
they sec a Dutch Tragedy—Visit the Mu^le'house, in which Peregrine quarrels with the 
.Ca^aln of a Man-of-war—They pass through fliierlPU], in their way to Leyden—Betunt 
to ilolterdain, where the Company separates; and onr Hero, with Ids AttendantSi arrives 
In saftty at Harwich. 

Beihq joined by their fellow-travellers in the morning, they made 
a tour to all the remarkable places in this celebrated village ; saw 
the foundry, the Stadthousc, the Siiinhuys, Vauxhall, and Count 
Bentinck’s gardens; and in the evening went to the French 
comedy, which was directed by a noted harlequin, who had found 
means to flatter the Dutch taste so effectually, that they extolled 
him as the greatest detor that ever appeared in the province of 
Holland. This famous company did not represent regular theatri¬ 
cal pieces, but only a sort of impromptus, in which this noted 
player always performed tho greatest part of the entertainment. 
Among other s^ies of wit that escaped him, there was one cir¬ 
cumstance so remarkably adapted to the disposition and genius of 
his audience, that ^ it were a pity to pass it over in silence. A 
windmill being exhibited on the scene, harlequin, after having 
savveyed, it with curiosity and admiration, asks one qf the mUlevs 
tlie, use of that machine; and, being told that It was a windmill, 
.bbs^t'ves, 'with tome concerh, that as there was noh the least bveath, 
bt Wind, he could not have the pleasure of 'seeing it turn tonita. 
tJtged by this consideration,puts himself into tho attitude bf .a 
|tetson wrapped in profound meditation ; and, having continued'a 
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few seconds in this posture, runs to the iniller with groat eagerness 
and joy, and telling him that ho has found an expedient to make 
his mill work, very fairly unbuttons his breeches ; then, presenting 
his posteriors to the sails of the machine, certain explosions are 
immediately heard, and the arms of the pill begin to turn round, 
to the infinite satisfaction of the spectators, who approve the joke 
with loud peals of applause 

Our travellers stayed a few days at the Hague, during which, 
the young gentlnman waited on tlio British anihassador, to whom 
he was recommended by his excellency at Paris, and lost about 
thirty guineas at billiards to a French adventurer, who decoyed 
him into the snare by keeping up his gattio. Then they departed 
in a post-waggon for Amsterdam, being provided with letters of 
introduction to an English merchant residing in that city, under 
whose auspices they visited everything worth seeing, and among 
other excursions, went to see a Dutch tragedy acted ; an enter¬ 
tainment which, of all others, had tlie strangest effect upon the 
organs of our hero : the dress of their chief pers(niages was so 
antique, their manner so awkwardly absurd, and their language so 
ridiculously unfit for conveying the sentiiTiunls of love and honour, 
that Peregrine’s nerves were diurctically affected Avith the com¬ 
plicated absurdity, and he was compelled to withdraw twenty 
times before the catastroplie of the piece. 

The subject of this performance w'as the famous story of Scipio’s 
continence and virtue, in restoring tlie fair captive to her lover. 
The young Roman hero was represented by a broad-faced Batavian, 
in a burgomaster’s gown and fur cap, sitting sTiioking his pipe at 
a table furnished with a can of beer, a drinking-glass, and a plate 
of tobacco: the lady was such n person as Scipio might very well 
be supposed to give away, without any great effort of generosity; 
and indeed, the Celtiberiaii prince seemed to he of that opinion ; 
for, upon receiving her frcj^n the hand of the victor, he discovered 
none of those transports of gratitude and joy which Livy describes 
in recounting this event. The Dutch Scipio, however, was com¬ 
plaisant enough in his way; for he desired her to sit at his right 
hand, by the ap]>cllation of Ya frow; aud, with his own fingers, 
filling a clean jnpe, presented it to Mynheer Allucio, the lover. 
The rest of the economy of the piece was in the same taste, which 
was BO agreeable to the audience, that they seemed to have shaken 
ofi* their natural phlegm, in order to applaud the perfqyniance. < 

From the play our company luljourned to the house of their 
friend, where they spent the evening ; and the conversation turn¬ 
ing upon poetry, a Dutchman Avho was present, and understood 
the English language, having listened very attentively to the 
discourse, lifted up with both hands the greatest part of a Cheshire 
cheese that lay upon the table, saying, “I do know vat is boetre. 
Mine brotre be a great boet, and have vrought a book as dick as 
all dat.” Pickle, diverted with this method of estimating an 
author according to the quantity of his works, inquired about the 
subjects of this bard’s writings; but of these hia brother could 
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give no account, or other information, but that there was little 
market for the commodity, whicli hung heavy upon his hands, and 
induced him to wish he had applied himself to another trade. 

The only remarkable scene in Amsterdam which our company 
had not seen, was the Sphyl, or music-houses, which, by the con¬ 
nivance of the magistrates, are maintained for the recreation of 
those who might attempt the chastity gi creditable women, if they 
were not provided with such conveniences. To one of these night- 
houses did our travellers repair, under the conduct of the English 
merchant, and were introduced into such another place as the ever- 
memoraldo coUco-houso of Moll King ; with tliis difference, that 
the company here was not so riotous as the bucks of Covent Garden, 
but formed thonsclvus into a circle, within which some of the 
number danced to the music of a scurvy organ and a few other 
instruments, that uttered tunes very suitablo to the disjiosition of 
the hearers, while I he whole apartment was shrouded with clouds 
of smoke impervious to the view. When our gentlemen entered, 
the floor was oecupied by two females and their gallants, who, in 
the performaiieo of their exercise, lifted their legs like so many 
oxen at plough ; and the pipe of one of those hoppers happening 
to bo exhausted in the midst of his saraband, he very deliberately 
drew forth hi? tobacco-box, filling, and lighting it again, without 
any intorruptiou to the dance. 

Peregrine, beiim unchecked by tho presence of his governor, who 
was too tender or his own reputation to attend them in this expe.- 
dition, made up to a sprightly French girl that sat in seeming 
expectation f)f a custxnnor, and prevailing upon her to bo his 
partner, led her into the circle, and, in his tuiii, took the oppor- 
tunib 3 ' of dancing a minuet, to tho admiration of all present. Ho 
intended to have exhibited anotliov specimen of his ability in this 
art, when a captain of a Dutch man-of-^war chancing to come in, 
and seeing a stranger engaged with the lady, whom, it seems, ho 
had bespoken for his hod-fellow, he advanced without any cere¬ 
mony, and, seiising her by tho arm, pulled her to the other side of 
tho room. Our adventurer, who was not a man to put up with 
such a brutal aftVont, followed tho ravisher with indignation in 
his eyes ; and, pushing him on one side, retook the subject of their 
contest, and led her back to the placo from whence she had been 
dragged. The Dutchman, enraged at the youth’s presumption, 
obeyed the first dictates of his cholei', and lent Ids rival a hearty 
box on tho ear, which was immediately repaid with interest, before 
our hero could recollect himself sufficiently to lay his hand upon 
his sword, and beckon tho aggressor to tho door. 

Notwithstanding tho confusion and disorder which this afbkir 
produced in the room, and the endeavours of I'ickjie^s company, 
who interposed, in order to prevent bloodshed, the aiitagonista 
reached the street; and Peregrine drawing, was surprised to see 
the captain advance against lym with a long knife, which he pre¬ 
ferred to tho sword that hung by his side. The youth, confounded 
at this preposterous behaviour, desired him, in the French tongue, 
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to lay aside that vulgar implement, and approach like a gentleman ; 
but the Hollander, who neither understood the proposal, nor would 
have complied with his demand had ho been made acquainted with 
his meaning, rushed forward like a desperado, before his adversary 
cquld put himself on his guard ; and if the young gentleman had 
not been endued with surprising agility, his nose would have fallen 
a sacrifice to the fury of (Jie assailant. Finding himself in such 
imminent jeopardy, he leai)ed to one side ; and, the Dutchman 
passing him, in the force of his career, he with one nimble kick 
made such application to his enemy’s heels, that he flew like 
lightning into the canal, where he had almost perished by pitching 
upon one of the posts with which it was faced. 

Peregrine, having performed this exploit, did not stay for the 
captain’s coming on shore, but retreated with all de8i)atch, by the 
advice of his conductor; and next day embarked, with his com¬ 
panions, in the Skuyt, for Haerlem, where they dined ; and in the 
evening arrived at the ancient city of Leyden, where they met with 
some English students, who treated them witli great hospitality. 
Not but that the harmony of the conversation was that same night 
interrupted by a dispute that arose between one of those young 
gentlemen and the i)hy8ician, about the cold and hot methods of 
prescription in the gout and rheumatism ; and proceeded to such a 
degree of muttial I’cvilhig, that Pickle, ashamed and incensed at 
his fellow-travellci’s winitof urbanity, espoused the other’s cause, 
a?id openly rebuked him for his unmannerly petulance, which, ho 
said, rendered him unfit for the purposes, and unworthy of the 
benefit of society. This unexpected declaration overwhelmed the 
doctor with amazement and confusion: he w'as instantaneou.sly 
deprived of his speech, and, during the remaining part of the 
IKirtiCy sat in silent mortification. In all probability he deliberated 
with himself whether or ij.ot he should expostulate with the young 
gentleman on the freedmu he had taken with hia character in a 
compiiiiy of strangers ; but as he knew ho had not a Pallet to deal 
with, he very iinidcntly suppressed that suggestion, and in secret 
chewed the cud of resentment. 

After they had visited the physic-garden, the university, the 
anatomical hall, and every other thing that was recommended t6 
their view, they relumed to Rotterdam, and held a coUBullation 
upon the method of transporting themselves to ^ngland. The 
doctor, whose grudge against Peregrine was rather inflamed than 
allayed by our hero's indifference and neglect, had tampered with 
the simplicity of the painter, who was proud of his advances to¬ 
wards a perfect reconciliation ; and now took the opportunity of 

K arting with our adventurer, by declaring that he and his fnend 
It. Pallet wqre resolved to take their passage in a trading sloop', 
after he had heard Peregrine object against that tedious, disagree¬ 
able, and uncertain iinethod of conveyance. Pickle immediately 
saw bis intention; and, without usifig the least ar^ment to dis¬ 
suade them from their design, or expressing the smallest degree of 
coiv^em at their separation, very coolly wished them a prosperous 
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voyage, and ordered his baggage to be sent to Holvoetsluys. There 
he himself and his retinue went on board of the packet next day, 
and, by the favour of a fair wind, in eighteen hours arrived at 
Harwich. 


Chap. LXVl.—Peregrine delivern his Letters of ISrcorntncndatton at London, and retoroa 
to the Garrison, to the unspeakable Joy of the (Jonimodore and bis whole Family. 

Now that our hero found himself on English ground, his heart 
dilated with the proud recollection of his own improvement since 
he left his native soil. Ho began to recognise the interesting ideas 
of his tender years: ho enjoyed, by anticii^tiou, the pleasure of 
seeing his friends in the garrison, after an absence of eighteen 
months; and the image t)f his charming Emily, which other less 
worthy considerations htid depressed, resumed the full possession 
6f his breast. He remembered, with aliamo, that he had neglected 
the correspondence with her brother, whicli he himself had solicited, 
and in consequence of which ho hwl received a letter from that 
young gentleman w'hilo he lived at Paris. In spite of these con¬ 
scientious reflections, he was too self-sufficient to think ho should 
find any difficulty in obtaining forgiveness for such sins of omis¬ 
sion ; and began to imagine that liis pa-ssion would be prejudicial 
to tho dignity of Ids situation, if it could not be gratified upon 
terms which formerly his imagination durst not conceive. 

Sorry I am, tliat the task 1 luivo imtlertakon, lays me under tde 
necessity of divulging this degeneracy in the sentiments of our 
imperious youth, who w'as now in the heyday of liis blood, flushed 
with the consciousness of his own qualifications, vain of his fortune, 
and elated on the wings of imaginary expectation. Though he 
was deeply enamoured of Miss Oauntlct, he was far from proposing 
her heart as tho ultimate aim of his g^lantry, which, ho did not 
doubt, would triumph over the most illustrious females of the land, 
and at once regale his appetite and ambition. 

Meanwhile, being willing to make his appearance at the garrison 
equally surprising and agreeable, he cautioned Mr. Jolter against 
writing to tho commodore, who had not heard of them since their 
departure from Paris, and hired a post-chaise and horses jfor London. 
The governor, going out to give orders about the carriage, inad¬ 
vertently loflf a paper-book open upon the table; and his pupil, 
casting his eyes upon tho page, chanced to read these words: 
“Sept. 16. Arrived in safety, by the blessing of God, in this un- 
happy kingdom of .England. And thus concludes the journal of 
my wist peregrination.^ Peregrine’.s curiosity being inflamed by 
this extraordinary conclusion, he turned to the loginning, ana 
perused several sheets of a diary, such as is common^ kept by that 
class of people known by the denomination travelling goyem<HC9, 
for the satisfaction of themselves and tho parents or guard|^a 
of their pupils, and for the Edification and entertainment of their 
friends. 
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That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. Jolter’s performance, 
we shall transcribe the transactions of one day, as he had recorded 
them ; and that abstract will be a sufficient specimen of the whole 
plan and execution of the work. 

*‘May 3, At eight o’clock set out from Boulogne in a post- 
chaisc : the morning hazy and cold. Fortified my stomach with 
a cordial. Recommended ditto to Mr. P. as an antidote against 
the fog. Mem. He refused it. The liithcr-horse greased in the 
off pastern of the hind leg. Arrived at Samers. Mem, This last 
was a post and a halt, i. e. three leagues, or nine English miles. 
The day clears up. A fine champaign country, well stored with 
corn. The postilion says his prayens in passing by a wooden 
crucifix on the road. Mem. The horses staled in a small brook 
that runs in a bottom, betwixt two hills. Arrive at Cormont. A 
common post. A dispute with my pupil, who is obstinate, and 
swayed by an unlucky prejudice. Proceed to Montreuil, where 
■wo dine on choice pigeons. A veiy moderate (diai'ge. No chairdier- 
pob in the room, owing to the negligence of th(‘ maid. This is an 
ordinary post. Set out again for NamjKmt. Troubled with flatu¬ 
lencies and indigestion. Mr. P. is .sullen, and seeius to mistake 
ail eructation for tho breaking of wind backwards. From Nampunb 
depart for Bcrnay'^, at which place ive arrive in the evening, and 
propose to stay all night. N.B. The two last are double jiosts, and 
our cattle very willing, though not strong. Sup on a delicate 
r^out and excellent partridges, in company witlf Mr. H. and his 
spouse. ■ Mem. Tho said H. trod upon my corn by mistake. Dis¬ 
charged the bill, which is not very reasonable. Dispute with 
Mr. P. about giving money to tho serv.ant: he insists upon my 
giving a twenty-four sol piece ; v'liich is too much by two-thirds, 
in all conscience. N.B. She was a pert baggage, and did not 
deserve a Hard. ” 

Our hero was so much Alisobliged with certain circumstances of 
this ainu.siiig and instructive journal, that, by way of puniHlniig 
the author, he interlined these words betwixt two paragraphs in a 
manner that exactly resembled the tutor’s liaiidwriting ;—“ Mem. 
Had the pleasure of drinking myself into a sweet intoxication by 
toasting our lawful king and his royal family, .among some worthy 
English fathers of the Society of Jesus.” 

Having t.aken this rovongo, ho set out for London, where ho 
waited upon those noblemen to wdiom he had letfcbrs of recom¬ 
mendation from Paris, and was not only graciously received, bub 
even loaded with caresses and profiTors ef service, because they 
understood he was a young gentleman of fortune, who, far from 
standing in need of their countenance or assistance, would make a 
useful and creditable addition to the number of their adherents. 
He had the honour of dining at their tables, in consequence of 
pressing invitations, . and of spending several evenings with the 
ladies, to whom he was particularly agreeable, on account of his 
person, address, and bleeding freely at play. 

B^ing thus initiated in the hmu monde^ he thought it was high 
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time to pay hia respects to his generous benefactor the commodore ; 
and accordingly departed one morning, with hia train, for the gar¬ 
rison, at which ho arrived in safety the same night. When he 
entered the gate, which was opened by a new servant that did nob 
know him, he found his did friend Hatchway stalking in tho yard, 
with a nightcap on his head, and a pipe in his mouth; and, 
advancing to him, took him by the hai^d, before he had any intima¬ 
tion of his approach. The lieutenant, thus saluted by a stranger, 
stared at him in silent astonishment,till he recollected his features, 
which were no sooner known, than, dashing the pipe upon the 
pavement ho exclaimed, ‘ ‘ Smite my cross-trees! th’art welcome 
to port ? ” and hugged him in his arms with great affection. He 
then, by a cordial squeeze, exjiressed his satisfaction at seeing hia 
old shipmate Tom, who a[)plying his whistle to his mouth, the 
whole castle echoed with his porfcrmaiice. 

The servants, hearing the well-known sound, poured out in a 
tumult of joy ; and understanding that their young master was 
returned, raised such a peal of acclamation as astonished the com > 
modoro and his lady, and inspired Julia with such an interesting 
presage that her heart began to throb with violence. Running out 
in the hurry and perturbation of her hope, she was so much over¬ 
whelmed at the sight of her brother that she actually fainted in hia 
arms ; but from ibis trance she soon awakened ; and Peregrine hav¬ 
ing testified hia jilcasure and affection, wont up stairs and presented 
himself before his godfather and aunt. Mrs. Trunnion rose ai\d 
received him with a gracious cmbraco, blessing God for his happy 
return from a land of impiety and vice, in which she hoped his 
morals had not been corrupted, nor his princijiles of religion altered 
or impaired. The old gentleman, being confined to hia chair, was 
struck dumb witli pleasure at his appearance ; and, having made 
divers ineffectual efforts to got up, at length discharged a volley of 
curses against his own limbs, and held out his hand to his godson, 
who kissed it with great respect. 

After he had finished his apostrophe to the gout, which was the 
daily and hourly subject of his execrations, “ Well, my lad," said 
he, “I care not how soon I go to bottom now I behold thee safe 

in harbour again ; and yet I tell a d-d lie ; I would I could 

keep afloat until I should see a lusty boy of thy begetting. Odds 
my timbers ! J love thee so well that I believe thou art the spawn 
of my <jwn body, though I can give no account of thy being put 
upon the stocks." Then, turning his eye upon Pipes, who by 
this time had penetrated into his a]^)artment, and addressed him 
with tho usual salutation of “What cheer?”—“Ahey !” cried he, 
“are you there, you herring-faced son of a sea-ca^f? What a 
slippery trick you played your old comnjander ! .put come, you 
dog, there’s my fist; I forgive you for tho love you bear to my 
godson. Go, man your tackle, and hoist a cask of strong beer into 
the yard, knock out tho bung» and put a pump in it, for the usti of 
aU my servants and neighbours ; and, d’ye hear, let the patereroes 
bo fired, and the garrUon illuminated, as rejoicings for the^safe 
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arrival of your master. By the Lord 1 if I had the use of these 

d-d shambling shanks, I would dance a hornpipe with the best 

of you.” 

The next object of his attention was Mr. Jolter, who was honoured 
with particular marks of distinction, and the repeated pronuse of 
enjoying the living in his gift, as an acknowledgment of the care 
and discretion with w'hich h^ had superintended the education and 
morals of our hero. The governor was so afFecled by the generosity 
of his patron that the tears ran down his chocks while he expressed 
his gratitude and the infinite satisfaction he felt in contemplating 
the accomplishments of his pupil. 

Meanwhile, Pipes did not neglect the orders ho had received ; the 
beer was produced, the gates were thrown oj)en for the admission of 
all comers, the whole house was lighted up, and the patereroes 
were discharged in repeated volleys. Such phenomena could not 
fail to attract the notice of the neighbourhood. The club at 
Tunley’s wore astonished at the report of the guns, wliich produced 
various conjectures among the members of that sagacious society. 
The landlord observed that in all likelihood the commodore was 
visited by hobgoblins, and ordered the guns to be fired in token of 
distress, as he liad acted twenty years before when he was annoyed 
i>y the same grievance. The exciseman, with a w^aggish sneer, 
expressed his apprehension of Trunnion’s death, in consequence of 
which the patereroes might be dhscharged with an equivocal intent, 
e^her as' signals of his lady’s sorrow or rejoicing. The attorney 
signified his suspicion of Hatchway’s being married to Miss Pickle, 
and that the tiring and illuminations were in honour of the nup¬ 
tials ; upon which Gramaliel discovered some faint signs of emotion, 
and taking the pipe from his mouth, gave it as his opinion that his 
sister was brought to bed. 

While they were thus ,bewildered in the maze of their own 
imaginations, a comp.my of countrymen, who sat drinking in the, 
kitchen, and whose legs 'vv’ere more ready than their invention, 
sallied out to know the meaning of these exhibitions. Under¬ 
standing that there was a butt of strong beer abroach in the yard, 
to which they wore invited by the servants, they saved themselves 
the trouble and expense of returning to spend the evening at the 
public-house, and listed themselves under the banner of Tom Pipes, 
who presided as director of this festival. «. 

The news of Peregrine’s return being communicated to the parish, 
the parson and three or four neighbouring gentlemen, who were 
well-wishers to our hero, immediately repaired to the garrison in 
order to pay their compliments on this happy event, and were 
detained' to puppor. An elegant entertainment was prepared by 
the direction of Miss July, who was an excellent housewife; ana 
the commodore was so invigorated with joy that he seem^ to 
Iwve renewed his age. 

' A*inong those who honoured the occasion with his presence was 
Mr, Clover, the young gentleman that made his addresses to 
Peregrine’s sister. His heart was so big with his passion, that 
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while the rest of the company were engrossed by their cups, he 
seiized an opportunity of our hero’s being detached from the con¬ 
versation, and, in the impatience of his love, conjured him to 
consent to his happiness, protesting that he would comply with 
any terms of settlement that a man of his fortune could embrace 
in favour of a young lady who was absolute mistress of his affection. 

Our youth thanked him very politely for his favourable senti¬ 
ments and honourable intention tow^ds his sister, and told him, 
that at present he saw no reason to obstruct his desire; that he 
would consult Julia’s own inclination, and confer with him about 
the means of gratifying his w'ish ; but in the mean time begged to 
be excused from discussing any point of such importance to them 
both. Reminding him of the jovial purpose on which they were 
happily mot, he promoted such a quick circulation .of the bottle, 
that their mirth grew noisy and obstreperous ; and they broke 
fortli into repeated peals of laugliter, without any previous incite¬ 
ment, except that of claret. These osplosions were succeeded by 
Bacchanalian songs, in which the old gentleman himself attempted 
to bear a share ; the sedate governor snai>ped time with his lingers, 
and the parish priest assisted in the chorus with a most expressive 
nakedness of countenance. Before midnight, they were almost all 
pinned to their chairs, as if they had been fixed by the power of 
enchantment; and what rendoied the confinement still more 
unfortunate, eveiy servant in the house was in the same situation ; 
so that they were fain to take their repose as tliey sat, and nodded 
at each other like a congregation of Anabaptists. * 

Next day, Peregrine communed witli his sister on the subject of 
her match with Mr. Clover, who, slie told him, had offered to settle 
a jointure of four hundred pounds, and take her to wife, without 
any expectation of a dow'rj'. She, moreover, gave him to under¬ 
stand, that in his absence she had received several messages from 
her mother, commanding her to rcturrt to her father’s house ; but 
that slic had refused to obey these orders, by the advice and injunc¬ 
tion of her aunt and the commodore, which were indeed seconded 
by her own inclination ; because she had all the reason in the 
world to believe, that her mother only wanted an opportunity of 
treating her with severity and rancour. The resentment of that 
lady had been carried to such indecent lengths, that, seeing her 
daughter at church one day, she rose up before the parson entered, 
and reviled Iter with great bitterness in the face of the whole con¬ 
gregation. 


CttAt*. LXVTI —S^gs hii^ Sister happily married—Visits Emilia, who receives him accord¬ 
ing to bis Deserts. , 

Hi!R brother, being of opinion that Mr. Clover’s ptoposal was not 
to be neglected, especially as Julia’s heai;t was en^ged in his 
favour, communicated the affair to his uncle, who, witn the appro¬ 
bation of Mrs. Trunnion, declared himself weU satisfied witn the 
yoUng man’s addresses, and desired that they might be buckled 
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with all expedition, without the knowledge or concurrence of her 
parents, to whom, on account of their unnatural barbarity, she was 
not bound to pay the least regard. Though our adventurer enter- 
tained the same sentiments of the matter, and the lover, dreading 
some obstruction, earnestly begged thi^ immediate condescension 
of his mistress;—she could not be prevailed upon to take such 
a material step, without having first solicited the permission of 
her father; resolved, nevertheless, to comply with the dictates of 
her own heart, should his objections be frivolous or unjust. 

Urged by this determination, her admirer W'aited upon Mr. 
Gamaliel at the public-house, and, with the appearance of great 
deference and respect, made him acrpiaintcd with his affection for 
his daughter, communicated the particulars of his fortune, with 
the terms of settlement he was ready to make, and, in conclusion, 
told him, that he would marry her without a portion. This last 
offer seemed to have some weight with tlie father, who received it 
with civility, and promised in a day or two to favour him with a 
final answer to his demand. Ho accordingly, that same evening 
consulted his wife, who, being exas})erated at the jirospect of her 
daughter’s independency, argued with the most virulent expostula¬ 
tion against the match, as an impudent scheme of her own planning, 
with a view of insulting her iiarcnts, towards whom slio had already 
been guilty of the most vicious disobedience. In short, sbe used 
such remonstrances, as not only averted this W'eak husband’s 
inclination from the proposal which he had roli^hod before, but 
wen instigated him to apply for a warrant to apprehend his 
daughter, on the supposition that she was about to bestow herself 
in marriage without liis privity or consent. 

The justice of peace to whom tins ajijdication was made, though 
he could not refuse the order, yet, being no stranger to the male¬ 
volence of the mother, which, together with (lamaliel’s simplicity, 
was notorious in the coui>ity, ho sent an intimation of what had 
happened to the garrison ; upon which a couple of sentinels were 
placed on the gate, and, at the i)rcssing solicitation of the lover, as 
w'ell as the desire of the commodore, her brother, and aunt, Julia 
was wedded witliout farther delay ; the ceremony being performed 
by Mr. Jolter, because the i)arishprig8t prudently declined any occa¬ 
sion of giving offence, and the curate was too much in the interest 
of their enemies to be employed in that office. 

This domestic concern being settled to the satisff^ction of our 
hero, he escorted lier next day to the house of her husband, wffio 
immediately wrote a letter to her father, declaring his reasons for 
having thus superseded his authority ; and Mrs. Pickle’s mortifica¬ 
tion was unspeakable. 

That the new-married couple might be guarded against all 
insult, our young gentleman and bis friend Hatchway, with their 
adherents, lodged in Mr, Clover’s house for some weeks, during 
which they visited thehr acquaintance in the neighbourhood, accord¬ 
ing to custom. When the tranquillity V)f their fiimily was perfectly 
established, and the contract of marriage executed in the presence 
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of the old commodore and his lady, who grave her niece five hun¬ 
dred pounds to purchase jewels and clothes, Mr. Peregrine could 
no longer restrain his impatience to sec his dear Emily, and told 
his uncle that next day ho proposed to ride across the country, 
in order to visit his frieml Gauntlet, whom he had not heard of 
a long time. 

The old gentleman, looking steadfastly in his face*, “Ah! d- 

your cunning 1 ” said he, “ I find the anchor holds fast ? I did sup¬ 
pose as how you would have slipped your cable, and changed your 
berth ; but I sec, when a young fellow is once brought up by a pretty 
wench, lie may man his capstans and viol-block, if ho wool, but he’ll 
as soon heave up the Pike of Tenerifle as bring his anchor awoigh ! 
Odds licartlikins! had I known the young woman was Ned Gaunt¬ 
let’s daughter, 1 shouldn’t have tlirown out signal for leaving off' 
chase. ” 

Our adventurer was not a little surprised to hear the commodore 
talk in this style ; and immediately coujoctuved that his friend 
Godfrey had informed iiim of the whole affair. Instead of listening 
to this approbation of his flame with those transports of joy whicli 
ho would have felt had ho retained his former sent iments, he was 
chagrined at Trunnion’s declaration, and odbnded at the presumption 
of the young soldier, jii presuming to disclose the secret with which 
he had intrusted him. Keddeuiiig Avith these reffections, ho assured 
the commodore that he novin- luul serious thoughts of matrimony ; 
so that if any jier.ion had told him ho was under any engagement of 
that kiml, he had abused his ear : for ho protested that he woultf 
never contract such attacliinoiibs without his knowledge and express 
periiiiasion. 

Trunnion commended him for his prudent resolution, and 
observed, that though no ])ersnn mciiLionod to him what promises 
had passed betwixt Imii and his swoathcart, it was very plain that 
he had made love to her ; and tlierefore^t Avas to be supposed that 
his intentions were honourable ; for he could not boliovo he was 
such a rogue in his heart as to endeavour to debauch the daughter 
of a brave officer Avdio had served his country with credit and 
reputation. Notwithstanding this remonstrance, Avhich Pickle 
imputed to the commodore’s ignorance of the world, he set out for 
the habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet, Avitli the unjustifiable sentiments of 
a man of pleasure, who sacrifices every consideration to tlie desire 
of his ruling {fjjpotite ; and, as Winchester lay in his way, resolved 
to visit some of his friends Avho lived in that place. It aa'hs in the 
house of one of those that ho was informed of Emilia’.s being theii in 
toAvn with her mother ; upon Avhicli he excused himself from staying 
to drink tea, and immediately repaired to their lodgings, according 
to the directions ho had received. * 

When he arrived at the door, instead of undergoing that pertur¬ 
bation of spirits, wliich a lover in his interesting situation might bo 
supposed to feel, ho suffered no emotion bub that of vanity and pride 
favoured with an opportunity of self-gratification ; and entered his 
Emilia’s apfvrtment with the air of a conceited vttU ^mitre^ rather 
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than that of the respectful admirer when he visits the object of hia 
passion after an absence of seventeen months. 

The young lady, having been very much disobliged at his 
mortifying neglect of her brother's letter, had summoned all her 
own pride and resolution to her aid ; 'and, by means of a happy 
disposition, so far overcame her ch.agrin at his indifference, Hiat 
she was able to behave in\bis presence with apparent tranquillity 
and ease. She was even pleased to find he had by accident chosen 
a time for his visit wlien she was surrounded by two or three 
young gentlemen, who professed themselves her admirers. Our 
gallant was no sooner announced, than she collected all her 
coquetry, put on the gayest air she could assume, and contrived to 
giggle just as he appeared at the room door. The compliments of 
ualutation being performed, she welcomed him to England in a 
careless manner, asked the news of Paris, and, before he could 
make any reply, desired one of the other gentlemen to proceed with 
the sequel of that comical adventure, in the relation of which he had 
been interrupted. 

Peregrine smiled within liimself .at this behaviour, which, with¬ 
out all doubt, ho believed she had affected to punish him for his 
unkind silence while he W'as abroad ; being fully persuaded that 
her heart w'as absolutely at his devotion. C)n this supposition, ho 
practised his l^arisian improvements on the art of conversation, 
and uttered a thousand prettinesses in the WrW of compliment, 
.dvith such incredible rotation of tongue, that his rivals were struck 
dumb with astonishment, and Emilia fretted out of all temper at 
seeing herself deprived of the prerogative of tlie sex. He persisted, 
however, in this surprising loquacicy, until the rest of the company 
thought proper to withdraw, and then contracted his discourse into 
the focus of love, which now put on a very different appearance 
from that which it had^ formerly worn. Instead of that awful 
veneration which her presence used to inspire, that chastity of 
sentiment and delicacy of expression, he now gazed upon her wdth 
the eyes of a libertine, he glowed with the impatience of desire, 
talked in a strain that barely kept within the bounds of decency, 
and attempted to snatch such favours as she, in the tenderness of 
mutual acknowledgment, had onco‘vouch.safed to bestow. 

Grieved and offended as she was at this palpable alteration in 
his carriage, she disdained to remind him of his forn^er deportment, 
and with dissembled good humour rallied him on the progress 
he had made in gallantry and address ; but, far from submitting 
to the liberties ho would have taken, she kept her person sacred 
from his touch, and would not even suffer him to ravish a kiss of 
her fair h,and; so that he reaped no other advantage from the 
exercise of lys talents during this interview, which lasted a whole 
hour, than that of knowing he had overrated his own importance, 
and that Emily’s heart was not a garrison likely to surrender at 
discrotion. « 

At length his addresses were interrupted by the arrival of the 
mother, who had gone abroad to visit by herself; and, the 
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convei'sation becoming more general, lie understoood tliat Godfrey 
was at London, soliciting for a lieutenancy that had fallen vacant in 
the regiment to which he belonged; and that Miss Sophy was at 
home with her father. 

Though our adventurer had nob met with all the success he 
expected by his first visit, he did not despair of. reducing the 
fortress, believing that in time theroiVould be a mutiny in his 
favour ; and accordingly carried on the siege ft>r several days 
without profiting by his perseverance ; till at length, having 
attended the ladies to thoir own house in the country, ho began to 
look upon this adventure as time misspent, and resolved to discon¬ 
tinue his attack, in hopes of meeting with a more favourable 
occasion ; being, in the mean time, ambitious of displaying, in a 
higher sphere, those qualifications which his vanity told him were 
at present misapplied. 


Cmap. LXVIII.—ITn attends his Uncle with great Affection during a fit of Illness—Si'ti 
out again for Tjondon; meets with Ins Frii'iid Godfrey, who is prevailed upon to acconi- 
pany him to Bath; on tlie Koad to which place they chance to dine with a Person who 
Entertains them wab a curious Account of a certuiu Couipvny of Adveuturers. 

Thus determined, ho took leave of Emilia and her mother, on pre¬ 
tence of going to Loudon on some urgent business, and returned to 
the garrison, leaving the good old lady very much concerned, and^ 
the daughter incensed at his behaviour, which was the more un¬ 
expected because Godfrey had told them that the commodore 
approved of his nephew’s passion. 

Our adventurer found his uncle so ill of the gout, which, for the 
first time, had taken possession of his stomach, that his life was in 
imminent danger, and the whole family in disorder: he therefore 
took the reins of government in his otvn hands, sent for all the 
physicians in the neighbouihood, and attended him in person with 
the most atlectionato care during the whole fit, which lasted a fort¬ 
night, and then retired before the strength of his constitution. 

When the old gentleman recovered his health, he was so pene¬ 
trated with Peregrine's behaviour, that he actually would have made 
over to him his whole fortune, and depended upon him for his own 
snbsistonce, had not our youth opposed the execution of the deed 
with all his iiSQuence and might, and even persuaded him to make 
a will in which his friend Hatchway, and all his other adherents, 
were liberally remembered, and his aunt provided for on her own 
temis. This material point being settled, he, with his uncle’s per¬ 
mission, departed for Londim, aftor having seen the family auairs 
established under the direction and administration of Mr. Joltor 
and the lieutenant; for, by this time, Mrs. TitinnA^n was wholly 
ooohpied with her spiritual concerns. , 

Qitdiia first arrival at London, ho sent a card to the lodgings of 
Gauntlet^ in consequence of a direction from his mother ; and that 
young gentleman waited on him next morning, though not with 
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that alacrity of countenance and warmth of friendship which might 
have been expected from the intimacy of their former connection. 
Nor was Peregrino himself actuated by the same unreserved affec¬ 
tion for the soldier, which ho had fomierly entertained. Godfrey, 
over and above the offence he had taken at Pickle’s omission in 
point of corrcsi)onding with him, had been informed, by a letter 
from his mother, of the you^^h’s cavalier behaviour to Emilia during 
his last residence at Winchester; and our young gentleman, as wo 
have already observed, was disgusted at the supjwsed discovery 
which the soldier had made, in his absence, to the commodore. 
They perceived their mutual umbi-ago at meeting, and received 
each other with that civility of reserve which commonly happens 
between two j)ersons when their friendship is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divined the cause of the other's displeasure ; 
and, in order to vindicate his own character, after the first com¬ 
pliments wore passed, to(dc the o]>portunity of inquiring after the 
health of the commodore, and to tell Peregrine that while ho tarried 
at the garrison, in his return from Dover, the subject of the con¬ 
versation one night happening to turn on onr hero’s passion, the 
old gentleman had expressed his concern about that affair ; and, 
among other observations, said he sup])osod the object of his love 
was some paltry hussy, whom he had picked up when he was a 
boy at school : upon which Mr. Hatchway assured him that she 
was a young woman of as good a family as any in the country ; and, 
^Ler having prejiossessed him in her favour, venfured, out of the 
zeal of his friendship, to tell w'ho she w'jis : wdicrefore the discovery 
was not to be imputed to any other cause, and he hoped Mr. Pickle 
would acquit him of all share in the transaction. 

Peregrine was very well pleased to be thus undeceived ; his 
countenance immediately cleared up ; the formality of liia beha¬ 
viour relaxed into his usual familiarity ; and he asked pardon for 
his unmannerly neglect ol Godfrey’s letter, which, he protested, 
was not owing to any disregard, or abatement of friendship, but to 
a hurry of youthful engagements, in consequence of which, he had 
procrastinated his answer from time to time, until he was ready to 
return in person. 

The young soldier was contented with this apology ; and as 
Pickle’s intention with respect to his sister was still dubious and 
undeclared, he did not think it was incumbent upoi^ him, as yet, 
to express any resentment on that score ; but was wise enough to 
foresee, that the renewal of his intimacy with our young gentleman 
might be the means of reviving that flame which had been dissipated 
by a variety of new ideas. With those sentiments he laid aside 
all reserve, ^and their communication immediately resumed its 
former chami^. Peregrine made him acquainted with all the 
adventures in which he had been engaged since their parting ; 
and he, with the same confidence, related the remarkable incidents 
of bis own fate; among other thingi, giving him to understand^ 
that, upon obtaining a commission in the army, the father of 
his ^ear Sophy, without once inquiring about the occasion of hia 
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promotion, had not only favoured him with his countenance in 
a much greater degree than heretofore, but also contributed his 
interest, and even promised the assistance of his purse, in pro¬ 
curing for him a lieutenancy, which he was then soliciting with 
all his power ; whereas, if he had not been enabled, by a most 
accidental piece of good fortune, to lift himself into the sphere of 
an officer, he had all the reason in tl^s world to believe that this 
gentleman, and all the rest of his wealthy relations, would have 
suffered him to languish in obscurity and distress ; and, by turn¬ 
ing his misfortune into reproach, make it a plea for their own want 
of generosity and friendship. 

Peregrine, understanding the situalion of his friend’s affairs, 
would have accommodated him, upon the instant, with a sum to 
accelerate the passage of his commission through tl>e offices; but, 
being too well accpiainted with his scrii[)ulou8 disposition to 
manifest his benevolence in that manner, ho found means to intro¬ 
duce himself to one of tlie gontleinon of the W'ar-oftice, who was 
so well satisfied with tli<! argumonts he used in behalf of his 
friend, that (lodfroy’s business was transacted in a very few days, 
though he himself knew' nothing of his intero.st being thus rein¬ 
forced. 

By this time, the season at Bath wms begun ; and t)ur hero, panting 
Avith the desire of distinguisliing himself at that resort of the fashion¬ 
able world, communi(!aiod his design of going thither to his friend 
Godfrey, W'hom tie importuned to accompany him in the excur¬ 
sion : and leave of absence fr<mi his regiment being obtained by 
tlie influence of Peregrine’s new (juality-frieiids, the two com¬ 
panions departed from London in a post-chaise, attended, as usual, 
by the valet-de-charnbre and Pii)es, wlio were become almost as 
necessary to our adventurer a.s any two of his own organs. 

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, Godfrey perceived a 
person walking by liimself in the yar/t with a very pensive air, 
and, upon observing him more narrowly, recognized him to be a 
jirofessed gamester, whom ho had formerly known at 'runbridge. 
On the strength oi this acipiaintanco, he accosted the peripatetic, 
who know him immediately ; and, in tlie fulness of his grief and 
vexation, told him that he avws now on Ins return from Bath, 
where he had been striiiped by a company of shai-pers, who re¬ 
sented that he should presume to trade upon his own bottom. 

Peregrine, ^ho was cxtrorucly curious in his inquiries, imagin¬ 
ing that he might learn some entertaining and useful anecdotes 
from this artist, invited him to dinner, and was accordingly fully 
informed of all the political systems at Bath. He understood, 
that there was at London one great company of adventurers, who 
employed agents in all the diticrent branches of imposition 
throughout the whole kingdom of England, allowing these minis- 
ters a certain proportion of the pixiflts accriqng from their indus¬ 
try and skill, and reserving the greatest share for the benefiti of 
the common stock, which was chargeable with the expense of 
fitting out individuals in their various pursuits, as well as with 
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the loss sustained in the course of tlieir adventures. Some, whose 
persons and qualifications are by the company judged adequate 
to the task, exert tlieir talents in making love to ladies of fortune, 
being accommodated with money and accoutrements for that pur* 
pose, after having given their bonds, payable to one or other of 
the directors, (»n the day of marriage, for certain sums, propor¬ 
tioned to the dowries they are to receive. Others, versed in the 
doctrine of chances, and certain secret expedients, frequent all 
those places where games of hazard are allowed: and such as are 
masters in the arts of billiards, tennis, and bowls, are continually 
lying in wait, in all the scenes of these diversions, for the ignorant 
and unwary. A fourth class attend horse-races, being skilled in 
those mysterious practices by which the knowing ones are taken in. 
Nor is this connnunity unfurnished with those who lay wanton wives 
and old ricli widows under contribution, and extort money by pro¬ 
stituting themselves to the embraces of their own sex and then 
threatening their admirers with prosecution. But their most 
important returns are made by that body of their undertakers 
who exercise their understandings in the innumerable stratagems 
of the card-tjible, at which no sharper can be too infamous to bo 
received, and even caressed by persons of the highest rank and 
distinction. Among other articles of intelligence, our young 
gentleman learned, that those agents by whom their guest was 
broken and expelled from Bath had constituted a bank against 
jill sportora, and monopolized the advantage in all sorts of play. 
He then told Clavmtlet, that if he would i>ut himself under 
his direction, ho would rotiini with them, and lay such a scheme 
as would infallibly ruin the whole society at billiards, as he 
knew that Godfrey excelled them all in his knowledge of that 
game. 

The soldier excused himself from engaging in any party of that 
kind, and after dinner th€ travellers jjarted ; but, as the conver¬ 
sation between the two friends turned upon the information they 
had received, Peregrine projected a plan for punishing those 
viUaiiQus pests of society, who prey upon their fellow-creatures ; 
and it was put in execution by Gauntlet in this manner. 


Chap. LXIX.—Godfrey execates a tichenie at Bath, by which a whole Company of Sharpen 

iB ruined. 

On the evening after their arrival at Bath, Godfrey, who had kept 
himself up all day for that purpose, went in Ijpots to the billiam- 
table ; and two gentlemen being at play, began to bet with so 
little appearance of judgment, that one of the adventurers then 
present was iafiamed with the desire of profiting by his inigxper 
rience; and when the table was vacant, invited him to take a 
gaqie iat amusement. The soldier, assuming the air of a setf- 
conceited dupe, answered, that he did not choose to tbrof^ itway 
his time for nothing, but, if he pleased, would piddle for a ' 
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a game. This declaration was very agreeable fco the other, who 
wanted to be farther confirmed in the opinion he had conceived ci 
the stranger before he would play for anything of consequence. 
.The party being accepted, Gauntlet put ofif his coat, and beginning 
with seeming eagerness, won the first game, because his antago¬ 
nist kept up his play with a view of encouraging him to Svager 
a greater sum. The soldier purposely,»bit at the hook, the stii^Oa 
were doubled, and he was again victorious, by the permission of 
his competitor. He now began to yawn : and observing, that it 
was not worth liis while to proceed in such a childish manner, the 
other swore, in an affected passion, that he w'ould play with him 
for twenty guineas. The proi>osal being embraced, through the 
connivance of Godfrey, the nmney was won by the sharper who 
exerted his dexterity to the uttermost, fearing that otherwise his 
adversary would deciinc continuing the game. 

Godfrey, thus conquered, pretended to lose his temper, cursed 
his own ill luck, swore that the table hiul a cast, and that the balls 
did not run true, changed his mast, and, with great warmth, chal¬ 
lenged his enemy to double the sum. The gamester, with feigned 
reluctance, complied with his desire ; and, having got the first two 
hazards, offered to lay one hundred guineas to fifty on the game. 
The odds were taken; and Godfrey, having allowed himself to be 
overcome, began to rage with great violence, broke the mast to 
pieces, threw the balls out at the window, and, in the fury of his 
indignation, dctiAl his antagonist to meet him to-morrow, when lie^ 
should bo refreshed from the fatigue of travelling. This was a 
very welcome invitation to the gainostor, who, imagining that the 
soldier would turn out a most beneficial prize, assured him that he 
would not fail to bo there next forenoon, in order to give him his 
revenge. 

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully certified of his own 
superiority, and took his measures wifli Peregrine touching the 
prosecution of their scheme ; while his opponent made a report of 
his success to the brethren of the gang, who resolved to be present 
at the decision of the match, with the view of taking advantage of 
the stranger’s passionate disposition. 

Affairs being thus concert^ on both sides, the players met 
according to appointment, and the room was immediately filled 
with spectators, who either came thither by accident, curiosity, or 
design. TheViatch was fixed for one hundred pounds a game, the 
principals choose their instruments, and laid aside their coats ; and 
one of the knights of the order proffered to lay another hundred on. 
the head of his associate. Godfrey took him upon the instant. A 
second worthy of the same class, seeing him so eager, challenged 
him to treble the sum; and his proposal met with the* same recep¬ 
tion, to the astonishment of the company, whose elpectatibn was 
raised to a very interesting pitch. The gamp was beg^, an4 the 
'sbldier having lost the first haaard, the odds were offered by ibe 
(bnfedeiucy with great vociferation; but nobody would ruA suck a 
risk in favour of a person who i»as utterly unknown. The shewper 
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having gained the second also, the noise increased to a surprising 
clamour, not only of the gang, but likewise of almost all the spec¬ 
tators, who desired to lay two to one against the brother of Emilia. 

Peregrine, who was present, perceiving the cupidity of the asso¬ 
ciation sufficiently intlamed, all of a auiMen opened his mouth, and 
answered their bets to the amount of twelve hundred x>ound3, which 
were immediately deposited, cm both sides, in money and notes ; so 
that this w’as, perhaps, tlie most important game that ever was 
played at billiards. Gauntlet, seeing the agreement settled, struck 
his antagonist’s ball into the jiocket in a twinkling, though it w'as 
in one of those situations which arc supposed to be against the 
striker. Tlie betters wore a little discomposed at this event, for 
which, however, they consoled themselves, by imputing the success 
to accident ; but when, at the very next stroke, he sprang it over 
the table, their countenances underwent an instantaneous distrac¬ 
tion of feature, and tliey waited, in the most dreadful suspense, for 
the next hazard, which being likewise Liken wdtli infinite ease by 
the soldier, the blood forsook their cheeks, and the interjection 
“ Zounds ! ” pronounced with a look of consternation, and in a time 
c»f despair, proceeded from every month at tlie same instant of time. 
They were overwhelmed with liorror and astonishment at seeing 
three hazards taken in as many strokes, from a person of their 
friend’s dexterity, and shreivdly suspected that tlie whole was a 
scheme preconcerted for their destruction. On this supposition, 
^hey changed their note, and attempted to hetZgo for their own 
indemnification, by pro])osing to lay the odds in favour of Gauntlet; 
but so much w’as the opinion of tlic company altered by that young 
gentleman’s success, that nobody would venture to espouse the 
cause of liis competitor, who, chancing to improve his game by the 
addition of another lucky hit, diniinishcil the concern, and revived 
the hopes of his adherents. 

But this gleam of fortdho did not long contiiiuo : Godfrey col¬ 
lected his whole art and capacity ; and, augmenting his score to 
number ten, indulged himself with a view of the whole fraternity. 
The visages of these professors had adopted ditferent shades of 
complexion at every hazard he had taken; from their natural 
colour they had shifted into a sallow hue ; from thence into pale ; 
from pale into yellow, wliich degenerated into a mahogany tint; 
mtd, now they saw seventeen hundred pounds of their stock 
depending upon a single stroke, they stood like so "'many swarthy 
Moors, jaundiced with terror and vexation. The fire which 
naturally glowed in the clieeks and nose of the player, seemed 
utterly extinct, and his carbuncles exhibited a livid appearance, 
as if a gangrene had already mmle some progress in his face : hia 
hand began' to shake, and his whole frame was seized with such 
trepidation, tc^at he was fain to swallow a bumper of brandy, in 
order to re-establish the tranquillity of his nerves. This expedient, 
however, did not produce the desired effect; for he aimed the ball 
at the load with such discomposurer that it struck on the wrong 
side, and came off at an angle which directed it full in the middle 
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hole. Thi9 fatal accident was attended with a universal groan, as 
if the whole universe had gone to wreck; and notwithstanding 
that tranquillity for which adventurers are so remarkable, this 
loss made such an impression upon them all, that each in particular 
manifested his chagrin the most violent emotions. One turned 
up his eyes to heaven, and bit his nether lip ; another gnawed liis 
fingers, while he stalked across the ro^n ; a third blasphemetl with 
horrid imprecations; and ho who played the party sneaked oflT, 
grinding his teeth together, witli a look that baffles all description, 

and, as he crossed the threshold, exclaiming, “A d-d bite,-by 

G-! ” 


Tlie victors, after having insulted them, by asking if they were 
disposed for another ohanco, carried off their winning with tho 
appearance of great coinjmsure, though in their hearts they were 
transported Avith unspeakable iov ; ntit ho much on account of the 
booty they had gained, as in consideration of having so effectually 
destroyed such a nest of pernicious misoroauts. 

Peregrine, believing that now lie had found an opportunity of 
serving his friend without giving ollenco to the delicacy of his 
lionour, told him, upon their arrival at tJieir lodgings, that fortune 
had at length enabled him to becouio in a manner independent, or 
at least make himself easy in his circumstances, by purchasing a 
company with tho money he had won. So saying, he put his share 
of the success in Gauntlet’s hand, as a sum that of right belonged 
to him, and prwihisod to write in his behalf to a noblenuin, who ha^L 
interest enough to promote such a quick rise in the service. 

Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention, but absolutely 
refused, with great loftiness of demeanour, to appropriate to his 
ow'n use any part of the money which Pickle had gained, and 
seemed affronted at the other’s oiitert'iining a sentiment so un¬ 
worthy of his character. He would not even accept in tho way of 
loan, such an iiddition to his own sto/Jk as would nmoiint to the 
price of a company of foot; but expressed great confidence in the 
future exertion of that talent ivhicli had been blessed with .such a 
prosperous beginning. Our hero, finding him thus obstinately deaf 
to the voice of his own intcri^t, resolved to govern himself, in his 
next endeavours of friondshii^ by his oxpericiico of this ticklish 
punctilio ; and, in the mean time, gave a handsome benefaction 
to tho hospital out of these first-fruits of the success in play, and 
reserved two*hundred pounds for a set of diamond ear-rings and 
solitaire which ho intended for a present to Miss Emily. 


CHAr. LXX.—^Tho two Friendn eclipse all their Competitors in GallantiVt and practise a 
pleasant project of Revenge upon the Physicians of the ^ace. 

Tub faiqe of their exploit against tho shaiipors was immediately 
diffused through all companies at Bath; so that when our advien- 
turers aiipeared in public, they were pointed out by a hundred 
extended fingers, and considered as consummate artists in all the 

T ^ 
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dilQfardnt species of finesse, which they would not fail to 
wi^ the first opportunity Nor wjjis this opinion of their ohar$ctei» 
any obstacle to their reception into the fashionable parties in the 
place, but, on the contrary, such a rerommendation (as X have 
already hinted) never fails to operate for the advantage (li the 
possessor ^ 

This first adventure, theiefore, served them as an introduction 
to the company at Bath, who were not a little surprised to find 
their expectations baffled by the conduct of the two companions; 
because, far from tngaging deeply at play, they rather shunned all 
occasions of gaming, and directed their ittention to gallantry, m 
which oui hero shone uniivalled His external qualifications, ex* 
elusive of any other merit, wore strong enough to captivate tho 
common run of the female sex , and these reinforced with a 
spnghUmess of eonverstition and a most insinuating address, became 
irresistible, oven by those who weie fortified witli pride, caution, or 
indifference But, among all tho nj raphs of this g ly ])lace, he did 
not meet with one object that disputed the empire of his heart with 
Bmilia, and therefore he divided his attaehment iccordmg to the 
suggestions of V imty and whim so thvt, befoie he had resided a 
foitmght at Bath, he had set all the ladies b} the ears and. furnished 
all tho bundled tongues of scandal with full employment Tho 
splendour of his appearance oxeitcd the inquiries of envy, which, 
instead of discovering any eircumstance to liis pieji dice, was cursed 
‘ii^th the information of his being a young gentleman of good family, 
and heir to an immense foituno 

The countenance of some of his quility friends, who arrived at 
Bath, conhimed this piece of intolhgence upon which his acquaint¬ 
ance was courted and cultivated with great issiduity , and be met 
with such advances from some of the fm sox as icndeicd him 
extiemely foitunato m his '-mouife Nor wae his fnond ^^odfrey a 
strmger to favouis of tho same kind liis iceomplishments were 
exactly calculated for the ineiidian of female taste and with certain 
individuals of tliat sex, his mustul ir frame and robust connection 
of his limbs were moie attrictive than the delicate x^iopoitions of 
hiB companion He accordingly i^uned paramount among those 
inamoratos who were tunied of thirty, without being under the 
necessitv of proceeding by tedious addresses , and was thought to 
have CO operated with the waters m removing the stermty of 
certain ladies, who had long undergone tho leproach and disgust of 
tjieir husbands while Poregime set up Ins throne among those 
who laboured undti the disease of celibacy, from the pert rgUnsof 
fifteen, who, with i, fluttering heart, tosses her head, bndllea up, 
and giggles mvoluntarily at sight of a handsome young to 
the staid maiden of twenty eight, who, with demure aspect^ 

’ ^es on tlie vanity of beauty, the folly of youth, and sunimcily ^ 
woman, and expatiated on friendslnpi, benevolence, and gCMjd 
in tue style of a Platonic philosopher * 

In such a diversity of dispositions, his conquests wore attondsHlr 
witl" all the heort-burmngSj animosities, and tunqoda of 
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^!i 4 The younger class took all oppoHnnjtieff of 

their seniors in public* by treating them with that indigmiy, which* 
cmhi^ry to the general privilege of agO;* is, by the consent and 
oonniyance of mankind, levelled against those who have the. miso 
fortune to come under the denomination of old maids; and tlieSe 
last retorted their hostilities in the prj^ato machinations of slander, 
supported by expenence and subtiuy of invention. Not one dily 
passed, in which some new story did not circulate to the prejjttdlce 
of one or other of those rivals 

If our hero, m the long-room, chanced to qmb one of the moralhda 
with whom he had been engaged m conversation, he was immedi* 
ately accosted by a number of the opposite faction, who, With 
ironical smiles, upbraided him with cruelty to the poor lady he had 
left, exhorted him to have compassion on her sulForinga ; and, 
turning their eyes towards the object of their intercession, broke 
forth into a universal peal of laughter On the other hand, when 
Peregnne, in consequence of having danced with one of the minora 
oVer-night, visited her in the morning, the Platomsts immediately 
laid hold on the occasion, tasked their imaginations, assodatea 
ideas, and with sage insinuations retailed a thousand oircumstanees 
of the interview, which never hud any foundation in truth. Th<gr 
observed, that if giils aie detcimined to behave with such indiscre¬ 
tion, they must lay their accounts with incurring the censure of 
the world ; thalii she in question was old enough to act more cir¬ 
cumspectly, and wondered that her mother would permit any 
young fellow to approach the chamber while her daughter was 
naked in bed. As for the servants peeping through the key*hole, 
to be sure it was an unlucky accident; but people ou^ht to be 
upon their guard against such curiosity, and give their domeatios 
no cause to employ their ponetiation Those, and other such 
rodcctions, were occasionally whisperod^s secrets among those who 
were known to be communicative; so that, m a few hours, ft 
became the general topic of discourse , and as it bad been divulged 
under injunctions of seciocy, it was almost impossible to trace the 
sgandal to its oiigin; becaush every person concerned must have 
promulgated her oivn breach of tiust, in discovering her author of 
the report 

Peregnne, insteiul of allaying, rather exasperated this contention,^ 
by an artful distribution of his attention among the competifcom; 
well knowing that, should hia regaid be converged into owe poinlL 
he would soon forfeit the jileasuio he enjoyed in seeing them w 
variance ; for both parties would join against the common enemy, 
and his favourite would bo persecuted by the whole coalition. JSe 

E ieiyed that, among the secret agents of scandal, none were 
f as the physicians, a class of animals who Hvi% in this ph^t 
se many ravens hovering about a carcass, and even, 
einbh>ymou£ like scullers at Hungerford-staim. !l%e grea^^ nartt 
fsi have correspjndentb 4a f^ndon, who make it tiaelr buemoiejc 
th inquire iicdo Uie nistoxy, character, and dhitemphr of every one 
to ^th for the beweht d the watere | apd if dray 
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cannot procure interest to recommend their medical friends to these 
patients before they set out, they at least furnish them with a 
previous account of what they could collect, that their correspon¬ 
dents may use this intelligence for their ojyn advantage. T3y these 
means, and the assistance of flattery and assurance, they often 
insinuate themselves into tl;|e acquaintance of strangers, and, by 
consulting their dispositions,' become necessary and subservient to 
their prevailing passions. Tly their connection with apothecaries 
and nurses, they are informed of tall the private occurrences in each 
family ; and therefore enabled to gratify the rancour of malice, 
amuse the spleen of peevish indisposition, and entertain the eager¬ 
ness of impertinent curiosity. 

In the course of these occupations, which frequently affected the 
reputation of our two adventurers, this whole body fell under the 
displeasure of our hero, who, after divers consultations with his 
friend, concerted a stratagem, which was practised upon the faculty 
in this manner. Among those who frequented the pump-room was 
an old otticer, wdioso temper, naturally impatient, was, by repeated 
attiicks of the g«)iit, which had almost deprived him of the use of 
his limbs, sublimated into a remarkable degree of virulence and 
perverseness : he im]nited the inveteracy of his distemper to the 
malpractice of a surgeon, who had administered to him wdiilo ho 
laboured under the consequences of an unfortunate amour ; and 
this supposition had insi»ired him with an insurmoujjitablo antipathy 
"tR all the professors of the medical art, w’hich was more and more 
confirmed by the information of a friend at London, who had told 
him, that it was a common j)racticc among the physicians at Bath 
to dissuade their patients from drinking tlio water, that the euro, 
and of consequence their attendance, might bo longer protracted. 

Thus prepossessed, he had come to Bath, and, conformably to a 
few general instructions htv, had received, used the waters without 
any further direction, taking all occasions of manifesting his liat.red 
and contempt of the sons of .^sculainus, both by speech and gesti¬ 
culations, and even by pursuing a regimen quite contrary to that 
which he know they prescribed to otBars who seemed to be exactly 
in his condition. But he did not find his account in this method, 
how successful soever it may have been in other cases. His com¬ 
plaints, instead of vanishing, were every day more and more 
enraged : and at length he was confined to his bed,twhere he lay 
blaspheming from morn to night, and from night to morn, though 
still more determined than ever to adhere to his former maxims. 

In the midst of his torture, which was become the common joke 
of the town (being circulated through the industry of the physi¬ 
cians, who ti^umphed in his disaster), Peregrine, by means of Mr. 
Pipes, employ^jl a country-fellow, who had come to market, to run 
with great haste, early one morning, to the lodgings of all the 
doctors in town, and'desire them to attend the colonel with all 
imajE^inable despatch. In consequence of this summons, the whole 
fiwulty pub themselves in motion; and three of the foremost 
arrjj-’ing at the same instant of time, far from complimenting one 
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another with the door, each seimrately essayed to enter, and the 
whole triumvirate stuck in the passage. While they remained thus 
wedged together, they descried two of their brethren posting 
towards the same gaol j\ith all the speed that God had enabled 
them to exert; upon which they came to a parley, and agreed to 
stand by one another. This covenai^ being made, they disentan¬ 
gled themselves, and inquiring about the patient, were told by the 
servant that he had just fallen asleep. 

Having received this intelligence, they took po,s8es8ion of hia 
antechamber, and shut the door, while the rest «)f the tribe posted 
themselves on the outside, as they arrived ; so that the whole 
passage was filled, from the tojj of the staircase to the street-door ; 
and the people of the house, together with the colonel’s servant, 
struck dumb with astonishment. The three leaders of this learned 
gang had no sooner made thoir ludgmeiit good, than they began to 
consult about the patient’s malady, which every one of them })re- 
tendod to have considered with groat care and assiduity. The first 
who gave his opinion said that the distemper was an obstinate 
arthritis ; the second allirmcd, that it was no other tlian a con¬ 
firmed p—X ; and the third swore it was an inveterate scurvy. 
This diversity of opinions was supported hy a variety of quotations 
from medical authors, ancient as well as modern ; but these were 
not of Huflicient authority, or at least not explicit enough to decide 
the dispute ; f(ir there are many schisms in medicine as ivell as in 
religion, and each sect can quote tlie fatJiers in sup^Kirt of the tenets 
they ])rofess. In .short the contention rose to such a jiitch of 
clamour, as not only alarmed the brethren on the stairs, but also 
awaked the patient from the first nap he had enjoyed in the apace of 
ten whole days. Had it been simply waking, lie would have been 
obliged to them for the noise that disturbed him ; for, in that case, 
he would liavo been relieved from the tortures of hell-fire, to which, 
in his dream, he fancied himself exposed ; hut this dreadful vision 
had been the result of that impression which was made upon his 
brain hy the intolerable anguisli of his joints ; so that, when he 
waked, the pain, instead of llbing allayed, was rather aggravated by 
a great acuteness of sensation\ and the c<mfused vociferation in the 
next room invading his oars at the same time, lie began to think his 
dream was realized, and, in the pangs of despair, applied himself to 
a boll that stood by hia bed-side, which he rang with great violence 
and perseverance. 

This alarm pub an immediate stop to the disputation of the tliree 
doctors, who, upoii this notice of his being awake, rushed into his 
chamber without ceremony ; and two of them seizing his arms, the 
third made the like application to one of his tcmplesi Before the 
patient could recollect himself from the amazemeul^which had laid 
hold on him at this unexpected irruption, the room was filled by 
the rest of the faculty, who followed tlio servant that enterej^ in 
obedience to his master’s calk; and the bod was, in a moment, sur¬ 
rounded by these gaunt ministers of death. The colonel, seeing 
himself besot with' such an assemblage of solemn visages %nd 
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figures, which he hail always considered Avith the utmost detesta¬ 
tion and abhorrence, wixs incensed to a most inexpressible degree 
of indignation; and so inspirited by his rage, that though his 
tongue denit^d its office, his other limoa performed their function. 
He disengaged himself from the triumviVaie who had taken pos¬ 
session of his body, sprang out of bed with incredible agility, and, 
seizing one of his crutches, Applied it so effectually to one of the 
tliroe, just as ho stooped to examine the patient’s water, that his 
tie-periwig dropped into the pot, while he himself foil motionless 
on tho^floor. 

This significant explanation disconcerted the whole fraternity ; 
every man turned his face, as if it were by instinct, towards the 
door; and the retreat of the community being obstructed by the 
efforts of individuals, confusion and tumultuous uproar ensued ; for 
the colonel, far from limiting his prowess to the first exploit, 
handled his Aveapon with astouisliiiig vigour and dexterity, with¬ 
out respect of persons, so that few or none of them had escaped 
without marks of his displeasure ; when his spints failed, and he 
sank down again, ipiite exhausted, on his bed. Favoured by this 
respite, the discomfited faculty collected their hats and wigs, 
which had fallen off in the fray ; and, perceiving tho assailant too 
much enfeebled to renew tho attack, set up their tliroats together, 
and loudly threatened to prosecute him severely for such an out¬ 
rageous assault. 

, 0 , By this time the landlord had interposed ; anfi, inquiring into 
the cause of tho disturbance, was informed of what hiul happened 
by the complainants, who, at the same time, giving him to under¬ 
stand that they had been severally summoned to attend the colonel 
that morning, he assured them that they had been imposed upon 
by some wag, for his lodger had never dreamt of consulting any 
one of their profession. 

Thunderstruck at this declaration, the general clamour instan¬ 
taneously ceased ; and each, in particular, at once comprehending 
the nature of tho joke, they sneaked silently off ivith tho loss they 
had sustained, in unutterable shame and mortification; while 
Peregrine and his friend, Avho took «\re to bo passing that wt^ by 
accident, made a full stop at sight or such an extraordinary efflux, 
and enjoyed the countenance and condition of every one' as he 
appeared ; nay, even made up to some of those who seemed most 
affected with their situation, and mischievously torbiented them 
with questions touching this unusual congregation ; then, in con¬ 
sequence of the information they received from the landlord and 
the colonel’s valet, subjected the sufferers to tho ridicule of all tho 
company in town. As it would have been impossible for the 
authors of this farce to keep themselves concealed from tho 
indefatigable inquiries of the physicians, they mado no sepret 
of their having directed the whole: though they took care to 
own it in such an ambiguous manlier as afforded no handle of 
prosecution. 
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Chap, LXXI.—Peregrine humbks a noted Hector, and meets with a strange Character at 

tlio House of (1 certain Lady. 

AMONCf those who never failed to resi^Jo at Bath, during the season, 
•was a certain person, who, from the most abject misery, had by 
his industry and art at play amassed about fifteen thousand 
pounds ; and, though his character was notorious, insinuated him¬ 
self so far into the favour of what is called the hest company, that 
very few private parties of pleasure took place in which he was 
not principally concerned, lie was of gigantic stature, a most 
intrepid countenance, and his disposition, naturally overbearing, 
had, in the course of his adventures and success,’ acquired a most 
intolerable degree of insolence and vanity. By the ferocity of his 
features, and audacity of hi.s behaviour, he had obtained a reputa¬ 
tion for the most undaunted courage, which had been confirmed by 
divoi-s adventures, in which ho had humbled the most assuming 
hcr<xis of his own fraternity ; so that ho now reigned chief hector of 
the place with unquestioned authority. 

With this son of fortune was Perogrino one evening engaged at 
play, and so successful that he could not help informing his friend 
of his good luck. CJodfrey, hearing tlio description of the loser, 
immediately rtSbognized the person whom he had known at Tun¬ 
bridge ; and assuring Pickle that he was a sharper of the firsl 
water, cautioned hitn against any further connection with such a 
dangerous companion, who, he allirfucd had suffered him to win a 
small sum, that he might be encouraged to lose a much greater 
upon some other occasion. 

Our young gentleman treasured up this advice ; and, though he 
did not scruple to give the gamestor^u opportunity of retrieving 
his I0.SS, when he next day demanded revenge, he absolutely refused 
to proceed, after ho had refunded his winning. The other, who 
considered him as a hot-lieaded, unthinking youth, endeavoured 
to inflamu his pride to a coiViimance of the game, by treating his 
skill with scorn and contemi)A; and, among other sjwcastic expres¬ 
sions, advised him to go to school again, before ho pretended to 
engage with masters of the art. Our hero, incensed at his arro¬ 
gance, replftd, with great waimth, that he know himself suffi¬ 
ciently qualified for playing with men of honour, who deal upon 
tlie square : and hoped he should always deem it infamous either 
to learn or practise tno tricks of a professed gamester. Blood and 
thunder ! meaning mo, sir ? ” cried this artist, raising his voice and 
curling his visage into a most intimidating frown ; **Zounds! I’ll 
cut the throat of any scoundrel who has the pre8\|mption to sup¬ 
pose that I don’t play as honourably as e^’er a nobleman in the 
kingdom; and I insist upon an explanation from you, sir, bv 
hell and brimstone ? I shdll expect other sort of satisfaction. ^ 
Peregrine, whoso blood by this time boiled within liim, answered, 
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without hesitation, “Far from thinking your demand unreasonable, 
I will immediately explain mysej^ without reserve, and tell you, 
that, upon unquestionable authority, I believe you to be an impu¬ 
dent rascal and common cheat.” 

The hector was so amazed and confounded at the freedom of this 
declaration, which ho thought no man on earth would vc^^turo to 
make in his presence, that, some minutes, he could not recollect 
himself ; but, at length, whispered a challenge in the car of our 
hero, which was accordingly accepted. >Vhen they arrived next 
morning upon tl» field, the gamester, arming his countenance with 
all his terrors, advance*! with a sword of a monstrous length, and, 
putting himself in a ]K>sturc, called aloud, in a most terrific voice, 

‘ ‘ Draw, d- ye, draw ! 1 will 1 his instant send you to your 

fathers.” Tho youth was nob slow in complying with his desire : 
his weapon was unsheathed in a moment, and he began tho 
attack with such unexiiected spirit and address, that his ati- 
versary, having made shift with great dillieulty, to parry tho first 
pass, rctreatc*! a few paces, and demanded a parley, in wliich lie 
endeavoured to persuaile the young man, tliat to lay a man of his 
cliaracter under the necessity of eliastising his insolence, was the 
most rash and inconsiderate step that lie could possibly have 
taken ; but that lie had compassion upon his youtli, and was willing 
to spare him, if he would surrender his sword and proiuiso to ask 
pardon in public for the offence he had given. Pickle was so much 
iMMxasperated at this unparalleled oiirontcry, that, without deigning 
to make the least reply, he Hung his own hat in tho proposer’s face, 
and renewed the charge witli sucli undaunted agility, that the 
gamester, finding himself in manifest hazard of his life, betook 
himself to his heels, and fled homewards with incredible speed, 
being closely pursued by Peregrine, who, having sheathed his 
sword, pelted him with slopes as he ran, and coiiijiellod him to go 
that same day into banishment from Datli, wliere he had domineered 
so long. 

By this achievement, ivhicb was the subject of astonishment to all 
the company, who had looked u[)on thf fugitive as a person of heroic 
courage, our adventurer’s reputation^ was rendered formidable in 
all its circumstances, altliougli he tlmreby disobliged a good many 
people of fashion, who had contracted an intimacy of friendship 
with the exile, and who resented his disgrace as if it Jiad been tho 
misfortune of a worthy man. These generous patr«ms, however, 
boro a very small proportion to tliose who were pleased with the 
event of the duel, because, in the course of their residence at Bath, 
they had either been insulted or defrauded by the challenger. 
Nor was this instance of our hero’s courage unacceptable to the 
ladies, few of whom could now resist the united force of such 
accomplishments. Indeed, neither he nor his friend Godfrey would 
have found much difficulty in picking up an agreeable companion 
for 'iife ; but Gauntlet's heart was pre-oi^aged to Sophy ; and 
Pickle, exclusive of his attachment to Emily, which was stronger 
th^ he himself imagined, possessed such a share of ambition, as 
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could not be satisfied with the conquest of any female ho beheld at 
Bath. 

His visits were, therefore, promiscuous, without any other view 
than that of amusement; and though his pride was flattered by 
the advances of the fair tvlioni he had captivated, he never har¬ 
boured pne thought of proceeding beyond the limits of common 
gallantry, and carefully avoided all pA’ticular explanations. But 
what, above all other enjoyments, yielded him the most agreeable 
entertainment, was the secret history of characters, which he 
learned from a very extraordinary person, with wliom ho became 
acquainted in this manner. 

Being at the house of a certain lady, on a visiting day, ho was 
struclc with the apiKjarance of an oltl man, who no sooner entered 
the room than the mistress of the house very kindly desired one of 
the wits present to roast the old put, This petit-inaLire, proud of 
the employment, went up to the senior, who had something ex¬ 
tremely ptculiar and significant in liis oountenauco, and, saluting 
liim with divers fashicjnahlo roufj/is, accosted him in these words : 
‘•Your servant, you old rascal. I liope to have the honour of 
seeing you hanged. I vow to Gad ! you look extremely shocking, 
with those gummy eyes, lantern jaw?, and toothless chaps. What! 
you squint at the ladies, you old rotten medlar 1 Yes, yes, we 
understand your ogling ; but you must content yourself with a 
cook-maid, sink mo ! I see you want to sit. These withered shanks 
of yours tremhle*ur.der their burthen ; but you must have a little , 
patience, old Hirco ! indeed you must. I intend to mortify you a 
little longer, curse mo I ” 

The comi)any were so tickled with this address, which was 
delivered with much grimace and gesticulation, that they burst 
out into a loud lit of laughter, which they fathered upon a monkey 
that was chained in the room ; and when the peal was over, the 
wit renewed his attack, in these wordf: “I suppose you are fool 
enough to think this mirth wavS occasioned by l*ug ; ay, there he 
is ! you had best survey him,—he is of your own family, switch 
me ; but the laugh was at ywr expense ; and you ought to thank 
He<aven for making you so ifldiculous.” W^hile ho uttered these 
ingenious ejaculation.s, the old^gontlenian bowed alternately to him 
and the monkey, that seemed to grin and chatter in imitation of the 
beau; and, lyth an arch .solemnity of visage, pronounced, “Gen¬ 
tlemen, as ] nave not the honour to understand j’^our compliments, 
they will bo much bettor bestowed on each other.” 8o saying, he 
seated himself, and had the satisfaction to sec the laugh returned 
upon the aggressor; who remained confounded and abashed, and in 
a few minutes loft the room, muttering as he retired, “The old 
fellow grows scurrilous, stap my breath ! ” 

While Peregrine wondered in silence at this cxtra»irdinary scene, 
the lady of the house, perceiving his surprise, gave him to under¬ 
stand that the ancient visitant was utterly bereft of the sense of 
hearing ; that his name was Cadwallader Crabtree ; his disposition 
altogether misanthropical; and that he was admitted into com 
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on account of tho entertainment he afforded by his sarcastic obser¬ 
vations, and the pleasant mistakes to which he was subject from 
his infirmity. Nor did our hero wait a long time for an illustration 
of this odd character. Every sentence he spoke was replete with 
gall; nor did his satire consist in general reflections, but in a 
series of remarks, which had been made through tho medium of a 
most wliimsicjil peculiarity ^f opinion. • 

Among those who were present at this assembly was a young 
ofticer, who, having by dint of interest obtained a seat in the lower 
house, thought it incumbent upon him to talk of affairs of state,- 
and accordingly regaled the company with an account of a secret 
expedition which tho Ercnch wore busied in preparing ; assuring 
them, that he had it from the xnouth of the minister, to whom it 
had been transmitted by one of his agents abroad. In descanting 
upon the particulars of the armament, be observed, that they had 
twenty ships of the line ready manned and victualled at Brest, 
w'hich were destined for Toulon, where they would be joined by as 
many more; and from thence proceed to the execution of their 
scheme, which he imparted as a secret not fit to be divulged. 

'riiis piece of intelligence being communicated to all thecompanj% 
except Mr. Crabtree, who suffered by his loss of hearing, that cynic 
■was soon after accosted by a lady, wlio, by means of an artiflcial 
alphabet, formed by a certain conjunclion and disposition of tho 
fingers, asked if he had heard any extraordinary news of late. 
Cadwailader, with his usual complaisance, replied that he sup- 
osed she took him for a courier or a spy by teasing him eternaUy 
with that qucsti(jn. lie then expatiated upon tho foolish curiosity 
of mankind, which, he said, must either proceed from idleness or 
want of ideas; and repeated almost verhathii the officer’s infor¬ 
mation ; a vague, ridiculous report, invented by some ignorant 
coxcomb who wanted to give himself airs of importance, and 
believed only by those wko were utterly unacquainted with the 
politics and strength of the French nation. 

In confirmation of wliat he had advanced, lie endeavoured to 
demonstrate how impossible it must bo for that people to lit out 
even the third part of such a navy sofsoon after tho losses they had 
Busbiined during tho war ; and co^pivmed his proof by asserting 
that, to his certain knowledge, the harbours of Brest and Toulon 
could not at that time produce a squadron of eight ships of the line. 

The member, who was an utter stranger to this* misanthrope, 
hearing his own asseverations treated with such contempt, glowed 
with confusion and resentment; and, raising his voice, began to 
defend his own veracity with groat eagernegs and trepidation, 
xhiugliug with his arguments many blustering invectives against 
the insolence and ill manners of his supposed contradictor, who 
sat with tho most mortifying composure of countenance^ till the 
ofiicer’s patier&e was quite exhausted; and then, to the manifest 
increase of his vexatidn, he was informed that his antagonist was 
BO i^eaf that, in all probability, the last trumpet would make no 
impression upon him without a previous renovation of his organs. 
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CiTAP. LXXn.— Re cultivates an Acquaintance with the Misanthrope, who favours him 
with a elioit Skt^h of his own History. 

Peregrine was extremely well pleased yith this occasional rebake, 
which occurred so seasonably that he could scarce believe it acci¬ 
dental. He looked upon Cadwallader as the greatest curiosity ho 
had ever known, and cultivated the old man’s acquaintance with 
such insinuating address, that in less than a fortnight he obtained 
his confidence. As they one day walked into the fields together, 
the man-hater disclosed himself in these words: “Though the 
term of our communication has been but short, you must have per¬ 
ceived that I treat you with uncommon marks of regard; which, I 
assure you, is not owing to your personal accomplishments, nor 
the pains you take to oblige me ; for the first 1 overlook, and the 
last T SCO through; but there is soinothing in your disposition 
which indicates a rooted contempt for the world, and L understand 
you have made some successful efibrts in exposing one part of it to 
the ridicule of the other. It is upon this assurance that I ofier 
you my advice and assistance in prosi.cuLing other schemes of the 
same nature; and to convince you tliat such au alliance is not to 
bo rejected, I will now give you a short sketch of my history, 
which will be pi*blished aiter my death in forty-seven volumes of 
my own compiling. 

“ 1 was born about forty miles from this place, of parents who, 
having a very old family name to support, bestow^ed their whole 
fortune on my elder brother : so that 1 inherited of my father 
little else than a large share of cliolcr, to -which I am Indebted for 
a groat many adventures that did not always end to my satisfac¬ 
tion. At the age of eighteen I was seiij up to town, with a recom¬ 
mendation to a certain peer, who found means to amuse me with 
the xiromise of a commission for seven whole years; and ’tis odds 
but I should have made my fortune by my perseverance had not I 
been arrested and thrown in'‘o the Marslialsea by my landlord, on 
whoso credit I had subsisteef^ three years, after my father had 
renounced me as an idle vagabond. There I remained six months 
among those prisoners who have no other support than chance 
charity; andtcontracted a very valuable acquaintanco, which was 
of great service to me in the future emergencies of my life. 

“I was no sooner discharged, in consequence of an act of Par¬ 
liament for the relief of insolvent debtors, than I went to the house 
of my creditor, whom I cudgelled without mercy; and that I 
might leave nothing undone of those things which I qughfc to have 
done, my next stage was to VVestminister-hall, where I waited until 
my patron came forth from the house, and saluted Idin with a blow 
that laid him senseless on the pavement; but my retreat wits npt 
BQ fertunate as I could have wished ; ilie chairmen and laoqdeya 
in waiting having surrounded and disarmed mo in a tiioe^ I was 
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committed to Newgate, and loaded with chains ; and a very saga¬ 
cious gentleman, who was afterwards hanged, having sat in judg¬ 
ment upon niy case, pronounced me guilty of a capital crime, and 
foretold my condemnation at the Old Bailey. His prognostic, 
however, was disappointed ; for nobodjf appearing to prosecute me 
at the next sessions, I was discharged by order of the qourt. It 
would bo impossible for rniSto recount, in the compass of one day’s 
conversation, all the particular exploits in wliich 1 bore a con¬ 
siderable share: suffice it to say, 1 have been at different times 
prisoner in all the gaols within the bills of mortality, and have 
broken from every round-house on this side of Temple-bur. No 
bailiff, in the days of my youth and dosporation, durst execute a 
writ upon mo witlumt a dozen follow’crs; and the justices them¬ 
selves trembled when T w'as brought before them. 

“I was once maimed by a carman, with whom 1 quarrelled, 
because he ridiculed my leek on St. David’s-day ; my skull was 
fractured by a butcher’s cleaver on the hke occasion ; I have been 
run through the body five times, and lost the tip of my left ear by 
a pistol bullet. In a rencontre of this kind, having left my anta¬ 
gonist for dead, I was wise cnougli to make my retreat mto Franco ; 
and, a few days after my arrival at l*aris, entered into conversation 
witli some officers on the subject of polities ; a di.spiitc arose, in 
Avliich I lost my temper, and s])oke so irreverently of the (.h and 
MonarquCy that next morning I was sunt to the Bastille, by virtue 
^of 3, httre dti aichet. There 1 remained for some months, deprived 
of all intercourse with rational creatures ; a circumstance for which 
I was not sorry, a.s I had the more time to project schemes of revenge 
against the tyrant who confined mo, and the wretch who had 
betrayed my private conversation; but, tired at length with these 
fruitless suggestions, I was fain to unbend the severity of my 
thoughts by a correspondence w’ith some industrious spiders who 
had hung my dungeon witlf their ingenious labours. 

“T considered thoir work with such attention that I soon became 
an adept in the mystery of weaving, and furnished mj'self wdtli as 
many useful observations and rofiocjaons on that art a,s 'ivill com¬ 
pose a very curious treatise, which*I intend to bequeath to the 
Royal Society, for the benefit of oui*woollcii manufacture ; and this 
with a view to perpetuate my own name, rather than befriend my 
country; for, thank Heaven! I am w'oaned from aJJ attachments 
of that kind, and look upon myself as one very little obliged to any 
society whatsoever. Although 1 presided with absolute power over 
this long-legged community, and distributed rewards and punish¬ 
ments to each according to his deserts, 1 grerw impatient of my 
situation ; and my natural disposition one day prevailing, like a 
tire which hhd long been smothered, I wreaked the fury of my 
indignation upi>n my innocent subjects, and in a twinkling destroyed 
the whole race. While I was employed in this general miwsacre, 
the*turnkey, who brought me food, oimned tlie door, and perceiving 
my transport, shrugged up his shoulders, and leaving my iillow- 
aucUi went out pronouncing, Le pauvra diablel la t6te lui iowhie. 
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My passion no sooner subsided than I resolved to profit by this 
opinion of the jailtir, and from that day counterfeited lunacy with 
such success, that in loss than three months I was delivered from 
the Bastille, and sent to the galleys, in which they thought my 
bodily vigour might be ot service, although the faculties of my 
mind weje decayed. Before 1 was chained to the oar, I received 
throe hundred stripes by Avay of welcoilfo, tlmt I might thereby bo 
rendered more tractable, nothwithstanding I used all the arguments 
in iny i)owor to persuade them ‘I was only mad north noith- 
Avest ; and, when the Avind was southerly, know a hawk from a 
handsaAv. ’ 

“In our second cruise we had the good fortune to be overtaken 
by a tempest, during Avlnch the slaves w^erc unbound, that they 
might contribute the more to the preservation of tho galley, amf 
have a chance ff)r their lives in case of shipwreck. Wo were no 
sooner at liberty than, making ourselves masters of the vessel, wo 
robbed tho oflicers, and ran her on sluuo among rocks on the 
coast of Portugal; from Avhcnco I hastened to Lisbon, with a view 
of obtaining my passage in some ship bound for England, where, 
by this time, I hoped my affair Avas forgotten. 

“But, before this scheme could be accomplished, my evil genius 
led mo into company ; and, being intoxicated, I began to broach 
doctrines on tho subject of religion, at which some of the party 
Avere scandalized and incensed ; and I Avas next day dragged out of 
bed by the ofliccA of tho Inquisition, and conveyed to a coll in the 
prison belonging to that tribunal. 

“ At my first examination, my resentment was strong enough to 
support mo under the torture, A\'hich 1 endured Avjthout flinching ; 
bub my resolution abated, and my zeal immediately cooled, when 
1 understood, frf)m a fellow-prisoner who groaned on tho other 
side of the partition, that in a short time there would be an auto 
<Ja fa; in consequence of which I shft’uld, in all probability, be 
doomed to the flames, if I would not rcnf)unco my heretical errors, 
and submit to such penance as the cliurch should think fit to 
prescribe. This miserable Avretch was convicted of Judaism, which 
ho had privately practised, by connivance, for many years, until 
he had amassed a fortune sufficient to attract the regard of the 
church. To this he fell a sacrifice, and accordingly prepared him¬ 
self for the s^ako ; while I, not at all ambitious of the croAvn of 
martyrdom, resolved to temporize ; so that, when I was brought to 
tho question the second time, 1 made a solemn recantation. As 1 had 
no Avorldly fortune to obstruct my salvation, 1 was received into 
the bosom of the church, and, by way of penance, enjoined to walk 
barefoot to Romo, in the habit of a jiilgrim. 

“During my peregrination through Spain, I was d&tainod as a 
^y, until I could procure credentials from the j[nquisition at 
tasbon; and behaved with such resolution agid reserve that, after 
being released, I was deemed a proper peraon to be eraployediin 
quality of a secret intelligencer at a certain court. This office I 
undertook ivithout hesitation; and, being furnished with money 
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aftd bills of credit, crossed the Pyrenees with intention to revenge 
myself upon the Spaniards for the seventies 1 had undergone 
dun^ my captivity 

“Having, therefore, effectually di^iqi^ myself by a ohange of 
dress, and a kigi 
appeared at Bole 
which capacity I 
camped in the night with my baggigo, and left me m the condition 
of Adam In shoit, I have travelled over the greatest part of 
Europe, as a beggar, pilgrim, priest, soldier, gamester, and quack; 
and felt the extremes of indigence ind opulence, writh the incle¬ 
mency of wodtlioi m all its vicissitudes 1 have learned that the 
•haracters of mankind aie everywhere the same, that common 
senso and honesty beai an mbnitely small proportion to folly aifd 
vice , and that life is at best a paltry province 

“After having sufleied innumerihlo hardships, dangers, and 
disgraces, I returned to London, where I lived some years in a 
garret, and picked up a subsistence, such as it was, by vending 
purges m the streets from the bick of a pied hoi so , in which 
situation I used to haiangue the mob in biokcn English, under 
pretence of being a High German doetoi 

“At last an uncle died, by whom I inherit an estate of three 
hundred pounds per iniiuni, though, in his lifetime, he would 
not have parted with a sixpenee to save n.y souj and body from 
perdition 

“ I now appear in the woild, not as a member of any community, 
or what is called a social creature but merely as a spectator, who 
entertains himself with the giiniaccs of a jaek-pudding, and ban¬ 
quets his spleen in beholding Ins enemies at loggerheads That I 
may enjoy this disposition, abstracted from all interruption, danger, 
and participation, I feign ^mj-self deaf, an expedient by wliieb I 
not only av oid all disputes, and the ir consequences, but also become 
master of a thousand little sicrols, which are every day whispered 
in my presence, without any suspuion of their being ovoiheatd. 
You saw how I li indled th it shallow politician at my lady Plau- 
eible’s the other day The same method I pinetise upon the craz;e4 
Tory, the bigot Whig, the soui, supereilious pedant, the petulant 
critic, the blustering coward, the fawning tool, the pert pimp, sly 
sharper, and every othei speeies of knives and foois with wmch 
this kingdom abounds 

“In coiisoijuonee of my rank and chaiactoi I obtain free admis¬ 
sion to the ladies, imong whom I have aequired the appellation of 
the Soaudalous Chiomcle As I am considered*, while silent, lU no 


I pacen on one eye, i nirea an equipage, anq. 
Q|im in ouality of an itinerant Xuiysmian; in 
succeed^ tolerably well, till my servants de- 


other light than that of a footstool or elbow-chair, they div0st their 
conversation of all restraint before me, and gratify my senpe of 
hearing with Grange things, which, if 1 could ptovau upon fnytelf 
to give the world that* sat&faction, would compose a ounmis 
of becret history, and exhibit a quite different idea of 
from what is commonly entertained ^ 

By this time, young gentleman, you may peiceive that I haVd 



A DEATH-£li:]> SOfiNIL 303 

j 

itr in tny power to be a valuable coireapondent, and that it wiU be 
your interest to deserve my confidence.” 

Here the misanthrope left off speaking, desirous to know the 
Bentiments of our hero, wlijp embraced the proffered alliance in a 
transport of joy and surprise ; and the treaty was no sooner con- 
oludeid, than Mr. Crabtree began to perform articles, by imparting to 
him a thousand delicious secrets, from tne possession of which he 
promised himself innumerable scenes of mirth and enjoyment. By 
means of this .associate, whom he considered as the ring of Oyges, 
he foresaw that he should be enabled to penetrate, not only into 
the chambers, but oven to the inmost thoughts of the female sex. 
In order to ward off suspicion, they agreed to revile each other in 
public, and meet at a certain private rendezvous, to communicate 
thapr mutual discoveries, and concert their future operations. 

But, soon after this agrcerat'ut;, our adventurer was summoned 
to the garrison by an express from his friend Hatchway, repre¬ 
senting that the commodore lay at tho point of death ; and, in les$ 
than an hour after tho receipt of tins melancholy piece of news, ho 
set out post for his uncle’s habitation, having previously taken 
leave of Crabtree, who i)romised to meet him in two months in 
London ; and settled a corre8pf)ndencu with Gauntlet, who proposed 
to remain at Bath during tho rest ot the season. 


Chap. LXXTII.—rere$(rine arrivos at tbe Garnson, \\1iere be rerelvee the last AdnumUluna 
of CotnmodoreTriinnlun, who next Jar r«qlf;iix his Bitath, and is burltul according to bta 
own Directions -Some (Tontliax ii m the Conntiy make a Iruilless Attempt to accummu* 
dote Matters betwixt Mr Gamaliel Pickle and his eldest Son. 

About four o’clock in the morning our hero arrived at the gar- 
nson, whore he found hia generous um^Je in extremity, supported 
in bed by J ulia (m one side and Lieutenant Hcitchway on the other, 
while Mr. Jolior administered spiritual consolation to his soul, and 
between wliiles comforted Mrs. Trunnion, who with her maid sat 
by the fire, weeping with groat decorum; the physician having 
juBb taken his last fee and retired, after pronouncing the fatal 
prc^nostic, in which he anxiousiy wished ho might be mistaken. 

Tnough tho commodore’s speech was interrupted by a violent 
hiccough, ho sitll retained tho use of his senses, and when Peregrine 
approached, stretched out his hand with manifest signs of satisfac¬ 
tion. The young gentleman, whose heait overflowed with grati¬ 
tude and affection, could not behold such a spectacle unmoved. He 
conceal his tenderness, which, in the wildness of his 
youth,, and in the pride of hia disposition, lie considered, as a dero¬ 
gation from hia manhood; but, in spite of all his endeavours, the 
tears gushed from his eyes, while he kissed the old Wa’s lumd$ 
au4 Ibs ^ea so utterly disconcert^ by his grief, that When 
lii^teiid^ptedtpapeak, bhtonguwdenied its office; so thi^ the 
porceivir^ Ms disorder, nuide a last 
and oonaoled him in these words:—Swab the spra^ Iroiu 
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bowsprit, my good lad, and coil up your spirits. You must not let 
the toplifts of your heart give way, because you see me ready to 
go down at those years : many a better man has foundered before 
he has made half my way; thof I trust, by the mercy of God, 
I shall be sure in port in a very few glasses, and fast moored in a 
most blessed riding; for my good friend Joltcr hath overhauled 
the journal of my sins ; and, by the observation he hath*taken of 
(lie state of my soul, 1 hopo 1 shall happily conclude my voyage, 
and be bronglit up in the latitude of heaven. Here has been 
a doctor that wanted to stow mo chock-full of i)hysic ; hut when a 
man’s hour is come, what signilies his taking his departuro with a 
’pothecary’s shop in his hold ? Those fellows come alongside of 
dying men like tlie messengers of the Admiralty with sailing 
orders ; but I told him as how I could slip ray cable without his 
direction or assi.staucc, and so he hauled off m dudgeon. This 
cursed hiccough makes such a rippling in the current of my 
speech, that mayhap you don’t imdorstand what I Now, 

while the sucker of my -windymnip will go, 1 would willingly 
mention a few things, wdiich I hojie you will sot down in the log¬ 
book of your rcmenibrance, Avheu I’m slilf, d’ye sec. There’s your 
aunt sitting whimpering by the lire. I desire you will keep her 
tight, W'arm, and easy in her old age : she’s an honest heart in her 
own way; and thof she goes a little crank and hiiniorsomc, by 
being often overstowed with Nantz and religion, she has been a 
faithful, shipmate to me, and 1 dare say novo^ turned in with 
another man since we first embarked in the same bottom. Jack 
Hatchway, you know the trim of her as well as e’er a man in 
England, and I believe she has a kindness for you ; whereby, if 
you two will grapple in the way or inatT-imony, when I am gone, I 
do suppose that my godson, for love of me, will allow you to live 
in the garrison all the d.ays of your life.” 

Peregrine as.surcd him*’he would with pleasure comply with 
any reejuest ho should make in behalf of two i>orsons whom ho 
esteemed so much. The lieutenant, with a waggish sneer, which 
even the gravity of the situation could not prevent, thanked them 
both for their good will, telling the commodore lie was obliged to 
him for his friendship in seeking to promote him to the command 
of a vessel which ho himself had wmni out in the service ; that, not¬ 
withstanding, ho should be coTiteut to take charge of her, though 
he could not help being shy of coming after Huch an able 
navigator. 

Trunnion, exhausted as he was, smiled at this sally, and, after 
some pause, resumed his admonitions in this.manner:—“1 need 
not talk of Pipes, because I know you’ll do for him, without my 
recommendation. The fellow has sailed with me in many a hard 
gale, and I’ll warrant him as stout a seaman as ever set face to the 
weather ; but I hope you’ll take care of the rest of my crow, and 
disrate them, after I am dead, in favour of new followers. As 
for that young woman, Ned Gauntlefl’s daughter, I’m informed as 
how she is an excellent wench, and has a respect for you ; whereby, 
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if you run her on board in an unlawful way, I leave my curse upon 
you, and trust you will never prosper in the voyage of life ; but I 
believe you arc more of an honest man than to behave so much like 
a pirate. I beg, of all love, you wool take care of your constitution, 
and beware of running foxA of harlots, who are no better than so 
many mermaids, that sit upon rocks in the sea, and hang out a 
fair face <or the destruction of passengers ; thof I must say, for my 
own part, I never met with any of those sweet singers, and yet I 
have gone to sea for the st)ace of thirty years. But, howsomevor, 
steer your couise clear of all such brimstone b-—s ; shun going to 
law as you would shun the devil; and look upon all attorneys as 
devouring sharks or ravenous fish of prey. As soon as the breath 
is out of my body, let minute guns bo fired till 1 am safe under 
ground. 1 would also he buried in the red jacket I had on when I 
boarded and took the Itenununy. Let my pistols, cutlass, and 
pocket-compass be laid in the eoilin ahmg with me. Lot me be 
carried to the grave by my own men, rigged in the black cajis and 
white shirts which my barge’s crew were wont to wear; and they 
must keep a good look out, tliat none of your pilfering rascallionf< 
may come and heave mo up again, for the lucre of what they can 
get, until the carcass is belayed by a tombstone. As for the motto, 
or what you call it, 1 leave that to you ami Mr. Joltor, who are 
scholars ; but I do desire that it may not be engraved in the (ireek 
or Latin lingos, and much less in the French, which I abominate, 
but in plain Engli-ih, that when the angel corues to pipe all hands 
at the great day, he may know that 1 am a British man, and speak 
to mo in my mother tongue. And now I have no more to say, but 
God in heaven have mercy upon my .soul, and send you ali fair 
weather, w'heresoever you are bound.” 

Wo saying, ho rogardc<l every iudividmil around him with a look 
of complacoiicy, and, closing his eye, composed himself to rest: 
while the whole audience, Pipes himselfanot exccjited, were melted 
with Borrosv ; and Mrs. Trunnion cmiscnted to quit the room, that 
she might not bo exposed to the unspeakable anguish of seeing him 
expire. 

His last moments, however, were not so near as they imagined : 
ho began to dose, and enjoyed sy,uall intervals of ease, till next day 
in the afternoon, during which remissions lie was heard to pour 
forth many pious ejaculations, expressing his hope that, for all the 
heavy cargo o^his sms, ho should bo able to surmount the puttock- 
shrouds of despair, and get aloft to the cross-trees of God’s good 
favour. At last his voice sank so low as not to be distinguished ; 
and having lain about an hour almost without any perceptible 
signs of life, he gave up the ghost with a groan, whicli announced 
his decease. 

Julia was no sooner certified of this melancholy event, than she 
rah to her aunt’s chamber, weeping aloud ; and immediately a very 
decent concert was performed by the good widow and her attendants. 
Peregrine and Hatchway retired till the corpse should be laid 
out j and Pipes, having surveyed the body with a face of rueful 

U 
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uttention, “Well fare thy soul 1 old Hawser Trunnion,” said he: 

* ‘ man and boy 1 have known thee these five-and-thirty years, and 
sure a truer heart never brc^ke biscuit. Many a ham gale hast 
thou weathered ; but now thy spells are all over, and thy hull fairly 
laid up. A better commander I’d never desire to serve ; and who 
knows but 1 may lielp to set up thy standing-rigging in another 
world ? ” ^ 

All the servants in the house wore aflbcted with the loss of their 
old master, and the poor])cop]o in the neighbourhood assembled at 
the gato, and, by re]ieated liowlings, expressed their sorrow for the 
deatli of their charitable benefactor. Peregrine, though he felt 
everything which love and gratitude could inspire on this occasion, 
was not so much overwhelmed with allliction as to be incapable of 
taking the management of the family into his own hands. Ho 
gave directions about the funeral with great discretion, after 
having paid the cfuiipliments of condolenco to his aunt, whom he 
consoled with the as.suranco of his inviolable esteem and afiection. 
Ho ordered a suit of mourning to be made for every person in the 
garrison, and invited all the neighbouring gentlemen to the burial, 
not even excepting his father and brother (him, who did not, how¬ 
ever, honour the ceremony witli their presence ; nor was his mother 
humane enough to visit her sistor-in-law in her distress. 

In the inethftd r)f interment, the comniotlore’.s injunctions were 
obeyed to a tittle ; and at the same time our lioro made a donation 
of fifty pounds to tlie poor of the jjarish, as a benefaction which his 
nnelo had forgotten to bequeath. Having performed those obse¬ 
quies with the most pious punctuality, he examined the will, to 
which there was no addition siiice it had been first executed, 
adjusted the payment of all the legacies, and, being sole executor, 
took an account of the estate to which ho had succeeded, and 
which, after all deductions, amounted to thirty thousand pounds. 
The posses-sion of such rv)rtune, of wliich he was absolute master, 
did not at all contribute to the humiliation of his spirit, but 
inspired him with new ideas of grjindeur and magnificence, and 
elevated his hope to the highest pinnacle of expectation. 

His domestic affairs being settled, he was visited by almost all 
the gentlemen of the country, whoicanio to pay their compliments of 
congratulation on his accession to tho estate; and some of them' 
offered tlieir good oltices towards a reconciliation betwixt his 
father and him, induced by the general detestation which was 
entertained f<n- his brother Gam, who was by this time looked upon 
by his neighbours a.s a prodigy of insolence and malice. Uur 
young squire thanked them for their kind jiroposal, which he 
accepted ; and old Gamaliel, at, their entreaties, seemed very well 
disposed to an accommodation ■. but, as he would not venture to 
declare hiinsolf before he had consulted his wife, his favoutabie 
disposition was reiidered altogether ineffectual by the mstdgations 
of that implacable woman; and our hero resigned all expeotatiofi 
of being reunited to his father's house. His brother, as usual, took '' 
all opportunities of injuring his character by false aspersions and 
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stories misrepresented, in, order to prejudice his reputation; nor 
was his sister Julia suffered to enjoy her good fortune in peace. 
Had he undergone such persecution from an alien to his blood, the 
world would have heard of his revenge j but, notwithstanding hia 
indignation, he was too uruch tinctured with tho prejudices of con¬ 
sanguinity to lift his arm in judgment against the son of his own 
parents*; and this consideration abridged tlie term of his residence 
at the garrison, where ho liad proposed to stay for some months. 


Chai". LXXTV —Tho youiiR Oi'nllpman, ImviiiR sottlnd his I)(injefltic Affairs, arrives In 
Lomlui], and auts up a (;ay Kipiipage—lln jueuts with Kmilia, .uiil Is I’ltroduccd to her 
Uncle. 

His aunt, at tho earnest solicitations of .1 ulia and her husband, took 
up her quarters at tho house oi tiiat atfectionate kinswoman, who 
made it her chief study bo comfort and cherish the disconsolate 
W'idow ; and Jolter, in expectation i>f tho living, which was not yet 
vacant, remained in garrison, in quality of land-steward upon 
our hero’s country estate. As for the lieutenant, our young gcntle- 
nian communed with him in a serious manner about the commo¬ 
dore’s proposal of taking Mrs. Trunnion to wife ; and Jack, being 
quite tired of the solitary situation of a bachelor, which nothing 
but the company of his old commander could have enabled him to 
support soloiigt far from discovering aversion to the match, 
observed, with an arch smile, that it w'a.s not the first time ho had 
commanded a vessel in tlio absence of Captain Ti’unnion ; and 
therefore, if the widow w’as willing, ho would cheerfully stand by 
her helm, and, as he hoped the duty would not be of long continu¬ 
ance, do his endeavour to steer her safe into port, whore the com¬ 
modore might come on board, and take charge of her again. 

Ill oonsc<i(uonce of this declaration, it was determined that Mr. 
Hatchway should make hi.s addresses to Mrs. Trunnion, as soon as 
decency w'ould permit lior to receive tliem ; and Mr. Clover and his 
wife promised to exert their influence in his behalf. Meanwhile, 
Jack was desired to live at the castle as usual, and assured that it 
should be put wholly in his possession, as soon as he should be able 
to accomplish this mal>rimunial .scheme. 

When Peregrine had setlloil all tlicso points to his own satisfac¬ 
tion, ho took* leave of all his friends, and, repairing t\) the great 
city, purchased a new chariot and horses, put Pipes and another 
lacquey into rich livei-ie.s, Look elegant lodgings in Pall-mall, and 
made a most remarkable appearance among the people of fashion. 
It was owing to this equipage, and the gaiety of his personal 
deportment, that common fame, which is always a common liar, 
represented him as a young gentleman who had jus| succeeded to 
an estate of five thousand pounds per annum, by tKe death of an 
uncle ; that ho %Tas entitled to an equal fortune at the deceaset of 
hia own father, exclusive <ff two considerable jointures, which 
would devolve upon him at tho demise of his mother aim aunt. 
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This report, false and ridiculous as it was, ho could not find in his 
heart to contradict: not but that he was sorry to find himself so 
misrepresented ; but his vanity vrould not allow him to take any 
step that might diminish his importance in the opinion of those 
who courted his }u;<piaintaiico; on the sitppositioii that his circum¬ 
stances were actually as affluent as they were said to be. Nay, so 
much was lie infatuated "by tliis weakness, that he revived to 
encourage the deception by living up to tlio report ; and accord¬ 
ingly engaged in the most (jxpeiisive parties of pleasure ; believing, 
that, before his present finances sliould bo exhausted, his fortune 
would be oflocLually made by the iiersonal accomplishments he 
should have occasion to display to the himi, mondv^ in the course 
of liis extravagance. In a w old, vanity and pride were the ruling 
foibles of our adventurer, who iniaginotl himself suflicieiitly quali¬ 
fied to retrieve Ins fortune in varitius shajies, long liefore he could 
have any idea of want or difflculty. Ho thought ho should have it 
in his p(wcr, at any time, to niahcju’izc of a rich heiress, or opulent 
widow ; his ambition had already a.spircd to tlie heart of a young, 
handsome duchess doivager, to whoso acjuanilancc he had ftmiid 
means to bo introduced, or, should niatninoiiy chance to be 
unsuitable to bis inclinations, he never doubted that, by the 
interest ho might accpiire among the nobility, he should he favoured 
with some lucrative post, that would amjily recoui])ensc him for 
the liberality of his disposition. There arc many young men who 
entertain the same expectations, with half tlic rciison lie liad to bo 
so presumptuous, 

111 the midst of those chimerical calculations, his passion for 
Emilia did not subside ; but, on the contrary, began to rage to 
such an iuflannnatiou (d desire, that her idea mterfered with every 
other rellection, and absolutely disabled him from prosecuting the 
other lofty schemes which Ins iniagiiiation had projected. Ho 
therefore laid down the iiodest I'c.solution of visiting her in all the 
splendour of his situation^ in order to practise upon her virtue 
with all his art and aildress, to the utmost extent of Ids influence 
and fortune. Nay, so eliectually had liis guilty passion absorbed 
his principles of honour, conscience, humanity, and regard for the 
commodore’s last words, that ho w;i« base enough to rejoice at the 
absence of Ins friend Godfrey, who, being then with his regiment 
in Ireland, oouJd not dive into his purpose, or take measures for 
frustrating his vicious design. 

Fraught witli these heroic sentiments, he determined to set out 
for Sussex in his chariot and six, attended by his valet-de-chambre 
and tw^o foritnien ; and, as he vas now sensible that in his last 
essay he had nd.staken Ids cue, he determined to change his battery, 
and sap the'' fortress by the most submissive, soft, and insinuating 
behaviour. ^ 

On the evening th/it preceded this proposed expedition, he went 
into one of the boxes at the playhouse, as usual, to show himself 
to the ladies; and, in reconnoitring^ the company through a glass 
(for no other reason but because it was fashionable to be purblind), 
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perceived his mistress, very plainly dressed, in one of the seats 
above the stage, talking to another young woman of a very homely 
appearance. Tliougli his heart beat the alarm with the utmost 
impatience at sight of his Emilia, he was for some minutes deterred 
from obeying tlie impulse of his love, by the presence of some 
ladies fasliion, who, ho feared, would think the worse of him, 
should they see him make his coinplimeut in pxiblic t<j a person of 
her figure. Nor would tlio violence of his inclination have so far 
prevailed over iiis jiride as to load him thither, had not ho recol¬ 
lected, that his quality-friends would look upon her as some hand¬ 
some abigail, with whom he luid an alfair of gallantry, and of 
con.sequcnco give him credit for the intrigue. 

Encouraged hy thi.s suggc.sLion, ho complied with the dictates of 
love, and ilow to the ])laco wliero his charmer sat, llis air and 
dress were so remarkable, that it was dmost impossible ho should 
have escaped tho eyes of a cu.’ioua observer, especially as he bad 
cliosoii a time for coming in, when his entrance could not fail to 
attract tho notice of tho .spectators ; 1 mean, when the whole house 
■was huslicd in attention to the performance on the stage. Emilia, 
therefore, jierceived him at Ins liist approach ■ .she ftnind lierself 
discovered by tlie direction of liis glass : and, guessing his inten¬ 
tion by his abrujit retreat from the box, sunimoned all her forti¬ 
tude to her aid, and jnejiarod for hi.s reception. He atlvaiicod to 
her with an air of eagerne.ss and joy, tempered witli modesty and 
respect, and expressed Iiis satisfaction at seeing her with a seeming 
reverence of regard. Though she was extremely well pleased at 
this unexpected behaviour, she siqipres.sed the emotions of her 
heart, and answered his complinieut.s with all'ected ease and un¬ 
concern, such a.s might denote the good humour of a person ivlio 
meets by accident witli an inditrereid acquaintance. After having 
cortilicd himself of her own good liealth, he very kindly inquired 
about her mother and Miss Siqihy, gave her to understand that he 
had lately been favoured with a letter from Godfrey, and that ho 
liad actually intended to set out next morning on a visit to Mrs. 
Gauntlet, wliieh (now that ho was so hajipy as to meet with her) 
ho would postpone, until ho sliould have tho pleasure of attending 
her to tho country. After havfiig thanked him for his polite inten¬ 
tion, she told him that licr motlier was expected in town in a few 
days, and th.it she herself had come to London sorno weeks ago, to 
give her attendance upon her aunt, who had been dangerously ill, 
but was now pretty well rccoveied. 

Although the conversation of course tiiruod upon general topics, 


during tlie entertainment ho took all opportunities of being parti¬ 
cular with his eyes, tlirough which ho conveyed a thousand tender 
protestations. She saw, and inw’ardly rejoiced at the humility of 
his looks ; but, far from rewarding it with one appsoving glance, 
she industriously avoided this ocular intercourse, and rather 
coquetted with a young gontlgman that ogled her from tho opposite 
box. Peregrine’s penetration easily detected her sentiments, and 
he w<»s nettled at her dissimulation, which served to confirm hiu^ 
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in his unwarrantable designs upon her person. He persisted in 
his assiduities with indefatigable perseverance ; when the play was 
concluded, handed hei- and her companion into a hackney-coach ; 
and with ditficiilty was permitted to cscyrt them to the house of 
Emilia’s uncle, to whom our hero was introduced by the young lady, 
as an intimate friend of her ^brother Gf)df]’oy. 

The old gentleman, who was no stranger to the nature of Pere¬ 
grine’s connection with his sister’s family, prevailed upon him to 
stay supper, and seemed particularly well pleased with his conver¬ 
sation and deportment, which, by help of his natural sagacity, ho 
wonderfully adapted to the humour of his entertainer. After sup¬ 
per, when the ladie.s were withdvaAvn, and the citi/ien called for his 
pipe, our sly adventurer followed his example. Though he abhorred 
the plant, ho smoked witli ,an air of inlinite satisfaction, and 
expatiated upon tlie virtues of tobacco, as if ho had been deeply 
concerned in tlio Virginia trade, In the progress of their discourse, 
ho consulted the merchant’s disposition ; and, the national debt 
coming upon the carpel, held forth u[)<>n the funds like a professed 
broker. When the ahUiVuian complained of the restrictions and 
discour;igemcnb of ti'ade, his guest inveighed against exhorbitant 
duties, with the nature of wliieh he seemed as well jupiainted as 
any commissioner of the customs ; so that tlio uncle was astonished 
at the extent of his knowledge, and exj)i‘oaac(] hi.s surprise, that a 
gay young gentleman like, him sliould have found cither leisure 
or inclination to consider subjects so foreign to the fashionable 
amusements of youth. 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to toll him that he was 
descended from a race of movcdiauts ; and th.'it, early in life, ho 
had made it liis ])usiness to instruct liimself in the diircront 
branches of trade, w'hioh ho not only studied .as hia family profes¬ 
sion, but also as the aoercCjOf all our national riches and power. 
Ho then launched out in praise of commerce, and the ]>roniotors 
thereof ; and, by w.ay of contrast, employed all his ridicule in 
drawing such ludicrous pictures of the manners and education of 
what is called high life, that the trader’s sides were sh.aken by 
laughter, even to the d.anger of his life ; and he looked upon our 
adventurer as a miracle of sobriety ^iid good sense. Having thus 
ingratiated himself with the uncle, Peregrine look his leave, and 
next day in the forenoon visited the niece in his chaviot, after she 
had been admonished by hci- kinsman to behave wdth circuni.spcc- 
tion, and cautioned against neglecting or diacouragiug the addresses 
of such a valuable admirer. 


Chap. LXXV.— lie prosecutes his design upon Emilia with great Art and Persererance. 

Our adventurer, having by his hypocrisy obtained free access to 
bis^’mistvess, began .the siege, by profeftsing the most sincere contri-. 
tion for his former levity, and imploring her forgiveness with such 
,,, pr uest application, that, guasded as she was against his fLattering 
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arte, Bho began to believe his protestations, which wore even 
accompanied with tears ; and abated a good deal of that severity 
and distance she had proposed to maintain during this interview. 
She would not, however, favour him with the least acknowledg¬ 
ment of a mutual passion, because, in tlic midst of his vows of 
eternal constancy and truth, he did not mention one syllable of 
wedlock, though he was now entirely idaster of his owm conduct; 
and this consideration created a doubt, which fortified her against 
all his attacks ; yet, what her discretion w«)uld have concealed, 
was discovered by her, eyes, wdiieh, in spite of all her endeavours, 
breathed forth complacency ami love ; for her inclination was 
flattered by her own self-sufficiency, which imputed her admirer’s 
silence, in that particular, to the hurry and perturbation of his 
spirits, and persuaded her that ho could not possibly regard her with 
any other than honourable intentions. 

The insidious lover exulted in tlio tenderness of her looks, from 
Avhich ho presaged a complete victory ; but, that ho might not 
overshoot himself by his own precipitation, he would not run the 
risk of declaring himself, until her heart should be so far entangl-.id 
within his snares, as that neither the suggestions of honour, pru¬ 
dence, or pride should be able to disengage it. Armed with this 
resolution, he restrained the impatience of his temper w'ithin the 
limits of the most delicate deportment. After having solicited and 
obtained pennission to attend her to tlio next opera, he took her by 
the hand, and, pi'ossing it to his lips in the most respectful manner, 
went away, leaving her in a most whimsical state of suspense, 
chequered with an interesting vicissitude of hope and fear. 

On the apixiinted <lay, ho ajipeared again about five oelock in the 
afternoon, and found her native charms so much improved by the 
advantage of <lreas, that he was transjM>rte<l with admiration and 
delight; and while he conductctl her to the Haymarket, could scarce 
bridle the impotuo.sity of his passioh, sf» Its t,o observe the forbearing 
maxims ho had adopted. When she entered the jiit, ho had abund¬ 
ance of food for the gratification of his vanity ; for, in a mpment, 
she eclipsed all tlic female part of the audience, each individual 
allowing in her owti heart that the stranger was by far the hand¬ 
somest woman there present, except herself. 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double triumi)h ; he was 
vain of this importunity to enhance his rcpiitfition f(»r gallantry 
among the ladies of fashion w'ho knew him, and proud of an 
occasion to display his quality-acquaint.'ince to Emilia, that she 
might entertain the greater idea of the conquest she had made, 
and pay the more deference to his importance in the sequel of his 
addresses. That he might profit as much as possible by this 
situation, ho went up and accosted every person in the pit with 
yhoni he ever had the least communication, whispered and laughed 
^ith an afifocted air of familiarity, and even bowed at a distance to 
some of the nobility, on the slender foundation of having stood 
them at court, or presented t^Jem with a pinch of rappee at White’s 
chocolate-house. 
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This ridiculous ostentation, though now practised with a view of 
promoting his design, w^as a weakness that, in some degree, infected 
the whole of his beliavioiir; for nothing gave him so much joy in 
conversation avS an opportunity of giving the company to uncler- 
stsmd how well he was with persons o*i distinguished rank and 
character : he w»)uld often, f(jr examine, observe, as it w^ro ocoa- 

sioiirilly, that the duke of Q-was one of the best-natured men 

in the world, and illustrate this .assertion hy some instance of his 
allabihly, in Avhich ho himself w;is concerned ; then, by an abrupt 

transition, he would repeat some repartee of Lady T-, and 

mention a certain hon lunt of the earl of C-, wdiich was uttered 

in his hearing. 

Abundance of young men, in this manner, make free with the 
names, though they have never had access to the persons, of the 
nobility; bnt this was not the case W’itli Peregrine, who, in consi¬ 
deration of his appearance and sujiposed fortune, together with the 
.advantage of his introduction, was by this time freely admitted to 
the tables of the great. 

In his return with Emilia from the opera, though lie still main¬ 
tained the most scrupulous decorum in his beheviour, he jilied her 
with the most passionate expressions of love, squeezed her hand 
with great fervency, iirotesliKl that his whole soul was engrossed 
by her idea, and that he could not exist indejiendcut of her favour. 
Pleased as she was with his warm and i>atlietic addresses, together 
with the respectful manner of his making hnc, she yet had prudence 
and resolution sufficient to contain her tcndornes.s, which was ready 
to run over, being fortified against his arts by retleiifing that, if Ins 
aim was honourable, it was now his business to declare it. On this 
consideration, she refused to make .any serious reply fo his earnest 
ex^iostulations, but affected to receive them .as the undetermined 
effusions of gallanti’y and good breeding. 

This fictitious gaiety aiiCi good luimour, though it baffled his 
hojie of extorting from her an acknowdedgment of which he might 
have taken an imniodiatc advantage, nevertheless encouraged him 
'to observe, as tlie chariot passed along tlio Strand, that the night 
was far advanced ; that supper would certainly be over before they 
could read) her uncle’s house ; and to propose that he sliould wait 
upon her to some jdace where they might be accommodated with a 
slight refreshment. She was offended at the freedoi^ of this pro¬ 
posal, which, however, she treated as a joke, thanking him for his 
courteous offer, and assuring him, that when she should be dis¬ 
posed for tavern treat, ho alone should have the honour of 
bestowing it. 

Her kinsm.an being engaged with company abroad, and her aunt 
rctireil to rest, he had the good fortune to enjoy a Ute-a tete with 
her during a whole hour, which he employed with such consummate 
skill, that lier caution jvas almost overcome. He nob only assailed 
hertwith the artillery of sighs, voivs, prayers, and tears, but even 
paw'iied his honour in behalf of his love. He swore, with many 

imprecations, that although her heart were surrendered to him 

* 
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discretion, there was a principle within him which would never allow 
him to injure such innocence and beauty ; and the transports of his 
passion had, upon this occasion, so far overshot his purpose, that, if 
silo had demanded an explanation, while ho was thus agitated, he 
would have engaged himself to her wish by such ties as he could 
not possibly break, with any regard to liis reputation; but from 
such expostulation slio was deterred, paTtly by pride, and partly by 
the dread of finding herself niistakcu in such an interesting con¬ 
jecture. Slio tlieroforo enjoyed the present flattering appearance of 
her fate ; was prevailed upon to accept the jewels, which he pur¬ 
chased with part of liis wiiiniug at Bath ; and, with the most 
enchanting condescension, submitted to a warm embrace when he 
took his leave, after having obtained iiermisson to visit her as often 
as his inclination and convenience would permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, ho was buoyed up with his 
success to an exliavagaiico of hope, already congratulated himself 
upon his triumjdi over Emilia’s virtue, and began to project future 
ooiKjuosts among tlie most dignified characters of tlm female sex. 
But his attention w'as not at .ill dissi[)atcd by these vain reflcction.s : 
he ri'solved to concentrate the wh(»lc oxerl ion of his soul upon the 
execution of his present plan, desisted, in the mean time, from all 
other schemes of iileasurc, int.eresf, and ambition, and took lodgings 
in (ho city for the more commodious accouiplishineut of his pur- 
po.se. ^V’lldo our lover’s imagiiiatiou was thus agreeably regaled, 
his mistress did hot enjoy her exiicctations without the intervoiitiou 
of doubts and anxiety His silence touching the final aim of his 
addre.sses w.as .a mystery <in vdiieh she was afraid of cxeivising her 
sagacity ; and her uncle tormented her witli iinpiirio.s into the cir¬ 
cumstances of Peregrino's profe.ssinns and deportment. Hasher lliaii 
give this relation tlio loa.st cause of sus])icioii, whicli mu.st have cut 
off all intercourse betwixt her and her admirer, she said everything 
which she thought W'ould satisfy his caro*aud concern for her w’olfare 
and, ill consciiueuce of such repieseiitatioii, she enjoyed, without 
reserve, the company of our adventurer, v/ho prosecuted his plan 
with surprising eagerness and perseverance. 


CiiAr. LXXVI — f[<? prevails upon to acTompniy lilni to a Masquerafle, makes a 

treacherous Atteiupt upon her Affection, and meets with a deserved Ilepulao. 

ScAKiJE a night elapsed in which he did not conduct her to some 

f mblic entertertaininont.. When, by the dint of his insidious carriage, 
le thought himself in full possession of lior confidence and affection, 
he lay in wait for an opportunity ; and, hearing her observe in con¬ 
versation that she had never been at a masquerade begged leave 
to attend her to the next ball; at the santya time extending his 
invitation to the young lady in whoso company he had found h&*' at 
the play, she being present wfien this subject of discourse was intro¬ 
duced. He had tlattored himself tljat t-his gentlewoman would 
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decline the proposal, as she was a person seemingly of a demure 
disposition, who had been born and bred in the city, where such 
diversions are looked upon as scenes of lewdness and debauchery. 
For once, however, he reckoned without his host ; curiosity is as 
prevalent in the city as at the court end*"01 the town. Emilia no 
sooner signified her assent to his proposal, than her friend, yrith an 
air of satisfaction, .agreed to make’ one of the partie; and he was 
obliged to tlnank her for that complaisance which laid him under 
infinite mortification. lie set his genius at work to invent some 
scheme for jireventing her unseason.ablo intrusion. Had an oppor¬ 
tunity offered, ho would havo acted as her pliysician, and admi¬ 
nistered a medicine that would havo laid her under the necessity 
of staying at home ; but Jiis ac(iu;iintance with her being too slight 
to furnish him with the means of executing tliis expedient, ho 
devised anotlier, which was practised witli all imaginable success. 
XTnderstanding tliat her grandmother had left her a sum of money 
independent of her parents, he conveyed a letter to her mother 
intimating that her daughter, «m jirolenco of going to the mas¬ 
querade, intemded to bestow herself in marriage to a certain person, 
and that in a few days she would bo. informed of the circumstances 
of the whole intrigue, provided she would keep tliis information 
secret, .and contrive some excuse for detaining the young Lady at 
home, without giving her cause to boJievo she was apprised of her 
intention. This billot, subsciibod “ Your well-wislier and unknown 
humble sorviint, ” liad the desired effect uiioii the careful matron, 
who, on the ball-d;iy, feigned herself so extremely ill, that miss 
could not, with any decency, quit her mamma’s apartment; and 
therefore sent licr .apology to Emilia in the afternoon, immediately 
after the arriv.al of Peregrine, who pretended to be very much 
afflicted with the disappointment, while his heart throbbed with a 
transport of joy. 

About ten o’clock the iovtJrs set out for the Haymarkot, ho being 
dressed in the habit of Pantaloon, and she in that of Columhiiio; 
and they had scarce entered the house, when the music struck up, 
the curtain w.'is withdrawn, and the whole scene displayed at once 
to the admiriition of Emilia, who.sd expectation was infinitely sur¬ 
passed by this exhibition. Our gfillant, liaving conducted her 
tlirough .ill the different apartments, and described the economy of 
the place, led her into the circle, and in their turn J:hey danced 
several minuets : then, going to the sideboard, he jirevailed upon 
her to eat some sweetmeats and drink a glass of Ohamiiagne. 
After a second review of the company, they engaged in country- 
dances, at which exercise they continued, until our adventurer 
concluded that his partner’s bli>od was sufficiently warmed for the 
prosecution of his design. On this supposition, which wm built 
upon her dcclflpng that she was thirsty and fatigued, he persuaded 
her to take a little refreshment and repose ; and, for that purpose, 
handed her down stairs into the oating^room, where, having seated 
her on the floor, he presented her with a glass of wine and ‘water 
and, as she complained ef beipg faint, enriched the draught, with 
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some drops of a certain elixir, which ho recommended as a most 
excellent restorative, though it was nr) other than a stimulating 
tincture, which lie liad treacherously provided for the occasion. 
Having swallowed this potion, by which her spirits were mani¬ 
festly exhilarated, she ato a slice of ham, with the wing of a cr)ld 
pullet, and concluded the meal with a^glass of Burgundy, which 
she drank at the earnest entreaty of her admirer! Those extra¬ 
ordinary cordials co - o])crating with the ferment of her blood, 
which was heated by violent motion, could nob fail to afl’oeb the 
constitution of a delicate young creature, who was naturally 
s[jrightly and volatile. Her eyes began tu sparkle with unusual 
tiro and vivacity, a thousand brilliant sallies of wit cscaiied her, 
and every mask that accosted her underwent some smarting 
repartee. 

Peregrine, f*verjf>yed at the of his administration, proposed 

that they should resume their places at the cojintry-dances, with a 
view to promote and assist the eflicacy nf liis elixir ; and when lio 
thought her dispositien was pro})erly adapted for the tlieine, began 
to ply her with .all the elocution oi love. In order to elevate bis 
own spirits to that pitch of resolution whicli bis scliciue required, 
he drank two wliole bottles of l^urguudy, which iiillaiuod Ids 
passion to such a degree, that he fouiul himself capable of under¬ 
taking and perpetrating any scheme for tlio gratiheation of his 
dc.sii'u. 

Emilia, warineci by so many concnri'ing incentives in favour of 
the man she loved, abated conaidoralily of her wonted reserve, 
listened to his protestations with imdis-seniblod pleasure, and, in 
the confidence of her satisfaction, even owned him absolute master 
of her affections. Ravished with this confession, lie now deemed 
himself on the brink of i-caping tlie delicious fruits of his art and 
assiduity ; and the morning l)eing already pretty far advanced, 
assented with rai»ture to tlie first propo^vl she made of retiring to 
her lodgings. ^I'he blinds of tlie chariot being pulled up, ho took 
advantage of the favourable .situati<)n of her thoughts; and, on 
pretence of being wliimsical, in consequence of tlie wine ho had 
swallowed, clasjicd lior in his arms, and imjirintcd a thousand kisses 
on her pouting lips ; a freedom ^vhich she pardoned a.s the jirivilego 
of intoxication. While he thus indulged himself with impunity, tlie 
carnage lialtetj, and Pipes opening the door, his master handed her 
into the passage, before she perceived that it was not her uncle’s 
house at which they had alighted. 

Alarmed at this discovciy, she, with some confusion, desired to 
know his reason for conducting lier to a sl.i ange place at tJiese hours; 
but he made no reply, until lie liad led her into an apartment, 
when ho gave her to understand, that as her uncle’s lamily must 
bo disturbed by her going thither so late in the wSght, and the 
streets near Tornple-bar were infested by a jnultitudo of robbers 
and cut-throats, he had ordered his coachman to halt at this houVa, 
which was kept by a relation of his, a mighty good sort of a gentlo- 
woftiani who would bo* proud of m opportunity to accommodate a 
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person for whom he was known to entertain such tenderness and 
esteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to he imposed upon by this 
plausible pretext; in spite of her partiality for Peregrine, which 
had never been indamed to such a pit6h of complacency before, 
she comjnebeiided Ins whole plan in a twinkling. Though her 
blood boiled with indignati6n, she thanked him with an affected air 
of serenity for his kind concern, and expressed her obligation to his 
cousin ; but, at the same time, insisted iqion going home, lest her 
absence should terrify her uncle and aunt, who she knew w'ould nut 
VC 1-1 re to rest till her return. 

He urged her. wdtli a thousand remonstrances, to consult her 
own case and safety, promising to send Pipes into the city for the 
satisfaction of her relations ; but, finding her obstinately deaf to 
his entreaties, he assnri'd her that ho would in a few minutes 
comjdy with her roiiiicst; and, in the inoau time, begged she would 
fortify herself against tlu' cold with a cordial, which he poured 
out in her presence, and wdiich, noAV that lier suspicion was 
aroused, slu' refused to taste, notwithstanding all Jiis inijiortuiiitios. 
He then fell upon his knees btifoiv her, and, the tears gushing from 
his eyes, sw'ore that his jiassion was wound up to such a pitch c<f 
ini]>atienoo, that lie Cfiuld no longer live upon the unsubstantial 
food of expectation ; and that, if she would not vtnich.safc to 
crown his liappiuess, he would forthwith saorilice himself U* her 
disdain. Such an alnu])t address, accompanied with all the 
symptoms of frantic agitation, could not fail to perplex and 
affright the gentle Emilia, who, after some recollection, I'eplied, 
with a resolute tone, that she could not see what reason he had 


to complain of her rc'servc, which she was not at liberty to lay 
entirely aside until lie should have avowed his iiitentious in form, 
find obtained the s met ion <jf those whom it was her <luty to obey. 


“Divine creature ! ” 


cried !ie, seizing lier hand, and pressing it to 


his lips, “it IS from j-ou aicuu' I hope for that condescension, which 
would overwhelm me with transjxii ts of celestial bliss. The soiiti- 


ineiits of parents are sordid, silly, and con fined ; seek not then to 


subject my passion to such low restrictions as were calculated for 
the purposes of common life. My*love is too delicate and refined 
to w’ear chose vulgar fetters, which serve only to destroy the merit 
of voluntaiy affection, and to ujibraid a man incess|ntly with the 
articles of compulsion under ivlncli he lies. My dear angel! spare 
mo tlie mortification of being compelled to lovo you, and reign 


sole empress of my heart and fortune. 1 will not affront you so 
much as to talk of settlements ; my all is at your disposal. In this 
pocket-hook are notes to the anmunt of two tliousand pounds ; do 
me the pleasure to accept of them : to-morrow I will lay ten thou¬ 
sand more in ,vour lap. In a word, you shall be mistress of my 
whole estate, and I shfill think myself happy in living dependent on 


your bounty.” 

Heavens ! what were the emotions of the virtuous, the sensible, 
the delicate, the tender Emilia's heart, when she hoatd this insolent 
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declaration from the mouth of a man whom sho had honoured with 
her affection and esteem ! It w'aa not simply horror, grief, or indig¬ 
nation that she felt, in conseciuence of this unworthy treatment, 
but the united pangs of all together, ■which jnoduced a sort of 
hysteric laugh, while sho "told him she could not help admiring his 
generosity. 

Deceived by this convulsion, and thts ironical compliment that 
attended it, the lover thf)Ught ho had already made groat progress in 
his operations, and that it was m)W his business to storm the fort by 
a vigorous assault, that he miglil s{iare her the confusion of yielding 
without resistance. Possessed by this vain suggestion, he started 
up, and, folding her in his arms, began to obey the furious 
dictate of his unruly and ungoriorous de.sire. With an air of 
cool dotennillation, she demanded a parley ; and when, upon her 
repeated request, he granted it, ad<ln'«sc!d herself to^lum in these 
words, while lier eyes glcaieeii wiili all the dignity of the most 
awful resentment: -■ 

“Sir, 1 scorn to U[)br<iid you wdth a rei»oLitioii of yr»ur foiineu 
VOW'S and protestations, nor will 1 rocapitidato the little arts ym 
have practi-MKl to ensnare my hc'art; because, though, hy dint of 
the most peilidious dissimulation, you have found means to de¬ 
ceive my opinion, your utunwt etlorts have never been ahlo t») lull 
the vigilance of my conduct, or to engage my alfeclioii beyond 
the power of discarcUiig you without a tear, wliciiovor my honour 
.should demand Siuch a .sacrilice. Sir, you are unworthy of my 
concoi’ii or regret, and the .sigh that now .struggles from my breast 
is the result of sorrow' for my own want of discernment. As for 
your present attempt upon my chastity, I despise your pow^cr, as 
I detest your intention. Though, under the ma.sk of the most 
delicate respect, you have decoyeil mo from the immediate protec¬ 
tion of my friends, and contrived other impiou.s stratagems to 
ruin my peace and reputation, T coiiifcde too much in my own 
innocence, and the aulliority oi the law', to admit ono tliouglit 
of fear, much less to sink under the horror of this shocking 
situation, into which [ have been seduced. Sir, your behaviour 
on this occasion is, in all respects, low and contemptible ; for, 
rutliaii as you arc, you dur.st nut luirbour ono thought of executing 
yoiir execrable scheme while you know' my brother w'as near 
enough to jirotcct or revenge the insult; so that you must not 
only be a troathorous villain, but akso a most desjiicablo coward.” 

Having expressed herself in this manner, w'itli a most majestic 
severity of aspect, she opened the door, .-uid, walking down stairs 
with surjirising resolution, committed herself to tho caro of a 
watchman, who accommodated her with a liaekney-ehair, in 
which sho was safely conveyed to licr uncle’s house. 

Meaiiwhjlc, tlio lover was so confounded and overawed by these 
cutting reproaches and her animated behaviour, thao all his reso¬ 
lution forsook him, and he found himself fiot only incapable, of 
obstructing her retreat, but*even of uttering one syllable to do- 
precato her wrath, or extenuate tho guilt of his own conduct. 
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The nature of his (iisappointrnent, and the keen remorse that 
seized him, when he reflected upon the dishonourable footing on 
which his character stood with Emilia, raised such perturbation 
in his mind, that his silence was succeeded by a violent fit of 
distraction, during which he raved lUce a bedlamite, and acted 
a thousand extravagances, which convinced the people of the 
lioiise (a certain bagnio), that he had actually lost his witt. Pipes, 
with great concern, adopted the same opinion; and, being assisted 
by the waiters, liindercd him by main force from running out, 
and pursuing the fair fugitive, whom, in his delirium, he alter¬ 
nately cursed and comineuded, with horrid imprecations and 
lavish applause. His faithful valet, having waited two whole 
hours, in hope of seeing this gust of jvission overblown, and per¬ 
ceiving that the paroxysm seemed rather to increase, very pru¬ 
dently sent for a physician of his master’s acquaintance, who, 
having considered the circumstances and symptoms of the disorder, 
directed that he should bo jileiitifully blooded, without loss of 
time, and jirescribed a draught to compose the tumult of his 
spirits. These orders being jumctnally performed, he grew more 
calm and tractable, recovered his reflection so far as to be a.shamed 
of the ecstasy he had undergone, and suflered himself (piietly to 
be undressed and put to lied, where the fatigue occasioned by his 
exercise at the ma.squorade co-operated with the present dissipa¬ 
tion of hi.s spirits to lull Inm into a profound sleep, which greatly 
tended to tlie preservation of his intellects; not that he found 
himself in a state of perfect tranquillity when he was waked about 
noon. The remembrance of what liad jiassed overwhelmed him 
with mortification ; Emilia’s invectives still sounded in his ears ; 
and while he deeply resented her disdain, he could not help 
admiring her spirit, and his heart did homage to her charms. 


CiiAi’. LXXVtT.—ftp pndpavours to Uocotinle himself to his Mistrcps, and Expostulatps 
with the Uncle, who lorVdJs him tin; House. 

In this state of division, ho went .home to his own lodgings in a 
chair; and, wliilc he deliberated with himself whether he should 
relinquish the pimsuit, and endeavour to banish her idea fwim 
his breast, or go immediately and humble him^lf before his 
exasperated mistro.ss, and ofler his hand as an atonement for his 
crime, his servant put in his hand a jiacket, which had been 
delivered by a ticket-porter at the door. Ho no sooner perceived 
tliat the superscription was in Emilia’s hand-writing, than he 
guessed the nature of the cou( ents; and, opening the seal with 
disordered eagerness, found the jewels he had given to her, en¬ 
closed in a bfllet couched in these words;— 

* 

O'That I may have no cause to reproach myself with having retained the least memorial 
of a wrbU'h whom I equally despise and abhor, Ptake this opportunity of restoring these 
Ineffectual Instrumunta of hie lufamons design upon the honour of “ Exilia.'* 
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His chagrin was so much galled and inflamed at the bitterness of 
this contemptuous message, that he gnawed his fingers till the 
blood ran over his nails, and even wept with vexation. Sometimes 
he vowed revenge against her haughty virtue, and reviled himself 
for his precipitate declamtion, before his scheme was brought to 
maturity ; then ho would consider her b'ohavK»ur with reverence 
and roijard, and bow before the irrosintiblc power of her attrac¬ 
tions. In short, his breast was torn by conflicting passions; love, 
shame, and remorse contended with vanity, ambition, and re¬ 
venge ; and the sujicriority was still doubtful, when headstrong 
desire interposed, and deci<led in favour of au attempt towards a 
reconciliation wirh the oliondiid fair. 

Impelled by this motive, lie set out in the afternoon for the 
house of her uncle, not without liopes of tliat tender enjoyment 
which never fails to attend an accouiuiodation betwixt, two lovers 
of taste and sensibility. Tliough the consciousness of his tres¬ 
pass encumbcrcfl him with an air of awkward confusion, ho was 
too confident of his own tjualiUcatioiis and address, to despair 
of forgiveness ; and by tlio time he arrived at the citizen's gate, ho 
had coniKxl a very artful and pathetic harangue, which he proposed 
to utter in liis own belialf, laying the blame of his conduct 
on the impetuosity of bis passion, incensed by the Burgundy 
wliieh he had too liberally drunk ; but lie did not meet with au 
opiiortunity to avail himself of t.his proiiaratiou. Emilia, sus¬ 
pecting that ho would take some sLcj) of this kind to retrieve her 
favour, had gone abroad on pieteiico of visiting, after having 
signilied to her kinsman Iicr resolution to avoid the company of 
Peregrine, on account of some ambiguities winch, she said, were 
last night remarkable in his demeanour at tlio masquerade. Who 
choso to insinuate her suspicions in those hints, rather than give 
an explicit detail of the youiig man's dishonourable contrivance, 
which might have kindled the resentment of Uic family to sumo 
daugci’ous pitch of animosity and revenge. 

(^ur adventurer, finding himself batfleil in his oxpectiation of 
seeing her, impiired for the old gentlemau, with whom he thought 
lie had influence enough to make his apology good, in case he 
should find him prepossessed by the young lady’s information. 
But hero, too, ho was disa[)pointed ; ihe niiclo had gone to dine in 
the country, and his wife was indisposed ; so that he had no 
pretext for Staying in the house till the return of Ids charmer. 
Being, however, fruitful of expedients, ho diainisscd his chariot, 
and took possession of a room in a tavern, the windows of which 
fr<nitod the mercliant’s gate ; and there he projioscd to w'atch 
until he should see her approach. This scheme ho put in practice 
with indefatigable patie.nce, though it was not attended with the 
expected success. 

Emilia, whoso caution was equally vigilant and Commendable, 
foreseeing that she might be exposed to the* fertility of his iuvjsn- 
tion, came home by a privjfte passage, and entered by a postern 
which was altogether unknown to nor admirer; and her uncle 
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did not arrive until it was so late, that he could not, with any 
decency demand a conference. 

Next morning ho did nf)t fail to present himself at the door, 
and his mistress Loing denied, by her own express direction, 
insisted upon seeing the master of thci* house, who received him 
with such coldness of civility, as ])hiinly gave him to understand 
that ho was acquainted with the disi)lcasure of his ni^’ce. Ho 
therefore, with an air of candour, told the citizen, he could easily 
perceive, by his hehaviour, that he was the confidant of Miss 
Emily, of whom he was come to ask ])ardou for the ofibnee he liad 
given ; and did not douht, if he could be admitted to her presence, 
that he should be able to convince her that ho had not erred inten¬ 
tionally, or at least propose such repaiation as wtmld elFcctually 
atone for his fault. 

To tliis rcmonstrauce the merchant, without any ceremony or 
circiinih>cution, answered, tluit though he was ignorant of the 
nature of his oft'ence, ho was very certain that it must have been 
soinetliing very ilagrant that could irritate his niece to such a 
degree against a jierson for whom she had formerly a most ])ar- 
ticular regard. He owned she had declared her intention to 
renounce hi.s aecpiaintauce for ever, find douhtless she had good 
re.ison for so doing ; neither would ho luulevtaKe to pniinoto an 
iiccommodatioii, unless ho A^ould give him full power to treat on 
the .scoi'C of matrimony, which he supposed would l»o the only means 
of evincing his own sincerity, and oiihuniug Emilia’s forgiveness. 
Perogrino’s pride was kindled by this hlutit declanition, w'hich ho 
could not help considering as the result of a .schenie concerted 
hetrvixt tlie young lady and her uncle, in order to take the advan¬ 
tage of Ins heat. Ho rlicreforo replied, with inanifosh signs of 
disgust, that he did not apjireliend there was any occasion for a 
mediator to reconcile (ho dilforcnco betwixt Emilia find him, and 
that all he desired was an oppc^rtmiity of pleading in his own behalf. 
The citizen frankly told him, that as his niece Iwid expressed an 
ojirnest desire of avoiding his company, he would not put the least 
constraint upon her inclination ; and in the mean time gave him 
to know that lie wxis particularly engaged. Our hero, glow'ing 
with indignation at this supercilupis treatment: “I was in the 
wrong,” saul he, “to look for good manners so far on tJiis side of 
Teniplo-bar : but you must give mo leave to tell yon, sir, that 
unless I am favoured with an interview with JVli/Ss Ofuiiillet, 1 
shall conclude that you have actually laid a constraint upon her 
inclination for some sinister jiurposes of your own.” “Sir,” 
replied the ol<l gentleman, “you are welcome to make what con¬ 
clusions shall seem good unto your own imagination ; but pray bo 
as good as ■io allow me the lu'ivilogo of being master in my own 
house.” So saying, he very coniplaisantly showed him to the 
door; and ovtr lover, being diffident of his own temper, as well as 
af;raid of being used with greater indignity, in a place where his 
personal prowess would only serve todieighten his disgrace, quitted 
the house in a transport of rage, which he could not wholly suppress, 
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telling the landlord, that, if his age did not protect him, he would 
have cliastised him for his insolent behaviour. 


Chap. LXXVIIl.—lfe pTftjocts a violent Schomo, in consequence of wbicb he is involvei! 
in a most futiiriniitr Advciiliire, wLicb greatly tends towards the augmentation of bis 
Chagrin. • • 

Thus debarred of personal communication with his mistress, he 
essayed to retrieve her good gmcoa by the most submissive and 
pathetic letters, which ho conveyed by divers artifices to her 
perusal; but rcu])iiig no manner of benefit from these endeavours, 
his passion acquired a degree of iuiptiticnce litthi inferior to down- 
I'ight frenzy; and he determined to run every risk of life, fortune, 
and reputation, rather than desist from his unjustifiable pursuit. 
Indeed, his resentment was no\v as (V.'Lqdy coneernod as his love, 
and each of these jiassions equally turbulent and loud in demanding 
gratification, lie kept sontinels continuolly iu pay, to give him 
notico of her outgoings, in expectation of fimling some opportunity 
to carry her olf; but her circumspection entirely frustrated this 
design ; for she suspected everything of that sort from a disposition 
like his, and regulated her motions aec^.v{lingl 3 ^ 

Baffled by her prudence and penetration, he altered his plan. 
On pretence of being called to his country-house by some aflair of 
importance, he departed from London, ami, taking lodgings at a 
fanner’s house that .stood near the road througli which she must 
have necessarily passed in her I’ctuni to her mother, concealed 
liimself from all interooin.sc, except with his valet-do-oliambro and 
Pipes, who had orders to scour the country, and iccommitro every 
horse, coach, or carriage, that should apjioar on that highway, witli 
a view of intercepting his Emilia in lier passage. 

lie had waited in this ambuscade a whole week, when his valet 
gave him notice, that he and his fell<tw-scout had discovered a 
chaise and six, driving at full 'speed towards them ; upon which, 
they had flapped their hats over their eyes, so as that they might 
not be known, in case they should be seen, and concealed them¬ 
selves behind a hedge, from whence they could perceive iu the 
carriage, as it passed, a jmung rtiaii plainly dressed, with a lady in 
a mask, of the exact size, sliape, and air of Emilia ; and that Pipes 
followed them at distance, while ho rode back to communicate 
this piece of intelligence. 

Peregrine would scarce allow him time to conclude hia informa¬ 
tion : he ran down to the stable, whore his horse was kept ready 
saddled for the purpose, and, never doubting that the lady in 
question was his mistress, attended by one of her uncle’s clerks, 
mounted immediately, and rode full gallop after the chaise, which, 
when he had proceeded about two miles, ho understood^from Pipes, 
hod put up at a neighbouring inn. Thopgh his* inclination 
prompted him to enter her apartment without farther delay, be 
suffered himself - to bo dissuatled from taking such a precipitate 
step by his privy counsellor, who observed that it would bo 

X 
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iinpracticablo to execute his purpose of conveying her, against 
her will, from a public inn, that stood in the midst of a populous 
village, which would infallil3ly rise in her defence : ho advised him 
therefoi’o to lie in wait for the chaise in some xomoto and private 
part of the road, where they might accomplish their aim without 
difiiculty or danger. In consequenco of this admonition, our 
adventurer ordered Piped to reconnoitre the inn, that She might 
not escape another way ; while he and the valet, in order to avoid 
being seen, took a circuit by an unfrequented path, and placed 
themselves in ambush, on a spot which they chose for the scene of 
their achievement. Here they tarried a full hour, without seeing 
the carriage, or hearing from their sentinel ; so that tho youth, 
unable to exert his patience one moment longer, left tho foreigner 
in his statidn, and rodo back to his faithful lacquey, who assured 
him that the travellers had not yet hove up their anchor, or pro¬ 
ceeded on their voyage. 

Notwithstanding this insinuation, Pickle began to entertain 
such alarming suspicions, that ho could not refrain from advancing 
to tlie gate, and inquiring for the company which had lately 
arrived in a chaise and six. "I’lic innkeeper, who was not at all 
pleased with tho heliavicair of tho.so passengers, did not think 
proper to observe tlie instructions ho bad nsceived : on tho con¬ 
trary, ho plainly told him, that the chaise did not lialt, but only 
entered at (>ne door and went out at the other, with a view to 
deceive tliosc wlio pursued it, as lie guessed from the words of the 
gentleman, who had earnestly desired that his route miglib bo 
concealed from any [lorson who .should inquire about their motions. 

for my own jieart, ineaRtoi,” continued this charitable pub¬ 
lican, “I believes tvs bow they are no better than they should be, 
else they wouldn’t be in .«ach a deadly fear of being overtaken, 
IVJetliinks, said 1, when 1 saw them in such a woundy pother to bo 
gone, oddsheai’tikiiis ! thie must be some London ’prentice running 
away w'ith his moastei’s daughter, as sure as I’m a living soul. 
But, be he who he will, sartin it is, a has nothing of the gentleman 
about on ; for, thof a asked such a favour, a never once put hand 
in pocket, or said, ‘Dog, will you drink?’ Howsomever, that 
diin’t argufy in reverence of his being in a hurry ; and a man may 
be .sometimes a little too judgmatical in his conjocturcfl.” In all 
probability, this loiiuacious landlord would have served tho 
traveller effectually, had Peregrine beard him to fth end; but this 
inipiituous youth, far from listening to the sequel of his observa¬ 
tions, interrupted him in the beginning of liis career, by a.sking 
eagcily which road they followed ; and, having received tho imt- 
keeper’s direction, clapped spurs to his horse, commanding Pipes 
to make the valofc acipiainted with his course, that they might 
attend him with all imaginable despatch. 

By the fiublican’s account of their conduct his former opinion 
ivas fully confirmed ; ho plied his steed to the height of his mettle, 
and so much was his imagination 'tengrossecl by the prospect of 
having Emilia in his power, that he did not perceive the road on 



A FRXTITLESS PURSUIT. 


323 


which he travelled was quite different from that which led to the 
habitotion of Mrs. Gauntlet. The valet-de-chambre was an utter 
stranger to that part of tlie country; and as for Mr. Pipes, such 
considerations were altoj;;ethcr foreijypi to the economy of his 
reflection. Ten lonjj miles h;ul our hero rode, when his eyes were 
blessed with the siglil of the chaise ascending a liill, at the distance 
of a good* league; upon which ho doublod his diligence in such a 
manner that he gained upon the carriage every minute, and at 
length approached so near to it, that he could discern the lady and 
her conductor, with their heads thrust out at the windows, looking 
back .and s]ieaking to the driver alternately, .as if they earnestly 
besought him to augment the sj»eed of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in sight of port, while ho crossed the road 
his horse happened to })liingo into a cart-rut with such violence 
that he was thrown several >ar(l,s over Ins head; and the-boast’s 
shoulder being sliiipcd by the f<.h, lie fouiul himself disabled from 
plucking the fruit which was almost within his reach ; for ho had 
left his servants at a considerable dislauco behind him ; and although 
they had been at his back, and siqiplied him with another horse, 
they woi'o so iudilibrenlly mounted, that ho could not reasonably 
exiioct to overtake the fliers, who profiled so mueh by this disaster 
that the chaise vanished in a moment. 

It may be easily conceived liow a young man of hi? disposition 
passed his time in this tantali'dng situation, lie ejaculated with 
gn^at fervency, but his prayers were not the effects of resignation. 
III! ran back on f<»ot witli incredible .speed, in order to meet his 
valet, Avhom he unhorsed in a twinkling; ;iiid taking his scat, 
beg.in to eserciso his whi]i and spurs, afi^er having ordered the 
Swiss to follow him on the other gelding, and committed the lame 
hunter to the care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjusted in this manner, our adventurer prosecuted 
the race with .all his niiglit; and havingmade some progress, was 
informed by a countryman tliat tho chaise had struck off into 
another roa<l, and, according to his judgment, was by that time 
about three miles ahead; though, in all probability, the horses 
would not be able to hold out much longer, because they seemed to 
be quite spent when they jiassed his door, l^ticouragcd by ihi.s 
intimation, Porogi’iiie pushed on with great alacrity; though ho 
could not regain the sight of tho desired object till the clouds of 
night began top deepen, and oven then he enjoyed notlimg more 
than a transient glimpse, for the carriage was no sooner aeon than 
shrouded again from his view. ’I’hese vexatious circumstances 
animated his endeavours while they irritated liis chagrin ; in short, 
he continued his pursuit till the night was far advanced, and him¬ 
self so uncertain about tho object of his care, that he entered a 
solitary inn, with a view of obtaining some intelligence, when, to 
his infinite joy, he perceived the chaise standing by it'relf, and the 
horses panting in the yard. 

In full confidence of his havjjig arrived at last at the goal of all 
his wishes, he alighted instantaneously, and, running up to the 
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coachman with a pistol in his hand, commanded him in an im¬ 
perious tone to conduct him to the lady’s chamber on pain of death. 
The driver, alfiightcd at this menacing address, protested with 
groat humility that he did not know whither his fare had retired; 
for that he himself was paid and dismissed from the service because 
he would not undertake to drive them all night across the country 
without stopping to refresh his horses ; but he promised to go in 
ijuest of the waiter, who would show him to their apartment. He 
w'as accordingly detached on that errand, ■while our hero stood 
sentinel at the gate till the anival of his valct-de-chanibre, 
who, joining him by accident before the coachman returned, re¬ 
lieved liim in his watch ; and then the young gentleman, exaspe¬ 
rated at his mesbonger’s delay, rushed, with fury in his eyes, from 
room to room, deiujuncing vengeance upon the whole family ; but he 
did not meet with one living soul until lie entered the garret, where 
ho found tlio landlord and his wife in bed. This cliickeii-hcarted 
couple, by the light of a rush-candle that burned on the hearlh 
seeing a stranger burst into the chamber in such a terrible altitude, 
were seized with cnnstcniation, and, exalting their voices in a most 
lamentable strain, begged, for the jiassiou of Christ, that he would 
.spare their lives, and lake .all they had. 

Peregrino, guessing from this exclamation, and the circumstances 
of their being in bed, that they mistook him for a robber, .and were 
ignorant of that avIucIi ho wanted to know, dispc'lled their 
terror by making them ac(|iiainted with tlic cause of his visit, and 
desired the husband to get up with all possible despatch, in order 
to assist and attend him in his search. 

Thus reinforced, lie rummaged eveiy corner of the inn ; and at 
List finding the liosMor in the stable, was by him informed, tf> his 
unspeakable mortification, that the gentleman and lady Avho arrived 
in the chaise had immediately hired post-horses for a certain a illago 
at the distance of tiitecn miles, and dep.arted Avithout halting for 
the least refreshment. Our adventurer, mad with his disapjioiut- 
ment, mounted his horse in an instant, and, witli his attendant, 
took the same road, with full determination to die rather than 
desist from the ^n-osceutioii of his design, lie had by this time 
rode up'Aavds of tlurty miles sincoi three o’clock in the afternoon ; 
BO that the horses wore almost quite jaded, and travelled this stage 
so faloAvly that it was morning before they reached the place of 
their destination, Avhore, far from finding the fugitives, he under¬ 
stood that no such persona as he described had passed that way, 
and that, in all likelihood, they had taken a (juiio contrary direc¬ 
tion, while, in order to mislead him in his pursuit, they had amused 
the hostler Avith a false route. This conjecture was strengthened 
by his pefcciving now, for the first time, th.at ho had deviated a 
considerable way from the road through which they must have 
journeyed rii order to arrive at the place of her mother’s residence ; 
and these suggestions utterly deprived him of the small remains of 
recollection which he had hitherto i^dained. His eyes rolled aliout, 
■witnessing rage and distraction } he foamed at the mouthy stamped 
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upon tlio ground with groat violence, uttered incoherent impreca¬ 
tions against himself and all mankind, and would have sallied fortli 
again, ho knew not whither, upon the same horse, which he had 
already almost killed with fatigue, had not his confidant found 
means to quiet the tumult of his thoughts, and recall his reflection, 
by representing the condition of the po4)r animals, and advising 
him to hire fresh horses, and ride ])ost across the country to the 
village in the neighbourhood of Mrs. Cauiitlet's habitation, where 
they should infallibly intercept the daughter, provided they could 
got the start of her upon the road. 

Peregrine not only relished, but forthwith acted in conformity 
with this good counsel. His own horses were committed to the 
charge of the landlord, with directions for l*ipes, in case ho should 
come in (luost of his master: and a cou]>lo of stout geldings being 
prepared, ho and his valet took iltc k/.uJ again, steering their course 
according to the motions of the po.st-b()y, who undertook to bo their 
guide. They had almost finished their first stage when they 
descried a post-chaise just halting sit the imi where they proposed 
to change horses ; upon which our adventurer, glowing with a 
most intcroating presage, put his boast to the full speed, and 
approached near entingh to distinguish, as the travellers quitted 
the carriage, that ho had at la,st come nj) with the very individual 
persons whom ho had pursued so long. 

Fluslied with this discovery, ho galloped into the yard so sud¬ 
denly that the lady and her conduct or scarce had time to shut 
themselves up in a chamber, to which they retreated with great 
precipitation ; so that tho pursuer was now certain of having 
housed his prey. That he might, however, leave nothing to for¬ 
tune, ho placed himself upon the stair by which they had aseomlcd 
to the apartment, ;iiid sent up his eoinpliments to the young lady, 
desiring the favour of being admitted to Jicr presence ; otherwise 
ho should be obliged to waive all ceremony, and take that liberty 
which she would not give. Tho servant, having conveyed this 
message through tho key-hole, returned with an answer, importing 
that she would adhere to tho resolution she had taken, and perish 
rather than comply with his will. Our adventurer, without staying 
to make any rejoinder to this ropfy, ran up stairs, and, tliundering 
at tho iloor for entrance, was given to understand by the nymph’s 
altoiidaiit that blunderbuss was ready primed for liis rccejitioii, 
and that he would do well to spare him the necessity nf shedding 
blood in defence of a person who had ]mt herself under his 
protection, “All tho laws of the land,” said he, “cannot now 
untie tlie knots by which we are bound together, and therefore 
I will guard her as my own property ; so that you had better desist 
from your fruitless attempt, and thereby consult your own safety ; 
for, by the God that made me ! I will discharge my piece' upon you 
as soon as you set your nose within the door; and your blood bo 
upon your own head.” • 

These menaces from a citizen’s clerk would have been sufficient 
motives for Pickle to storm tho breach, although they had not been 
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reinforced by that declaration, which iiifoniied him of Emilia’s 
having bestowed herself in marriage upon such a contemptible 
rival. This sole consideration added wings to his impetuosity, and 
ho applied his foot to the door with such irresistible force, as burst 
it open in an instant, ( iitering at the same time with a pistol ready 
cocked in his hand. HiA antagonist, instead of tiring life blunder¬ 
buss, when he saw him approach, started back with evident signs 
of surprise and consternation, oxclaiiniug, “Lord Jesus ! sir, you 
arc not the man ! and, without doubt, are under sonic mistake with 
regard to us.” Before Peregrine had time to answer this saluta¬ 
tion, the lady, hearing it, advanced to him, and, pulling off a mask, 
discovered a face which he had never seen before. The Gorgon’s 
head, according to the fables of antiquity, never had a more petri¬ 
fying effect than tliat which tliis countenance produced upon tho 
astonished youtli. Ills eyes were fixed ujion this unknown object, 
as if they had been attracted by tlio power of enchantment; his 
feet seemed riveted to tlic giomid ; and after having stood motion¬ 
less for the space of a few minutes, ho dropjjcd dowui in an apo- 
jilexy of disapyiointinent and despair. 'JMie Swiss, who had followed 
him, seeing lus master in this condition, lifted liiin up, and, laying 
him upon a bed in the next room, let liim blood immediately, with¬ 
out hesitation, being always provided with a case of lancets, against 
all accidents on the r«jad. To this foresight our hero, in all pro¬ 
bability, was indebted for his life By virtue of a very copious 
evacuation, he recovered tho use t»f his senses ; but tho oomplicjition 
of fatigues and violent transports which ho had undergone browed 
up a dangerous fever in his Idood ; and a physician being called 
from the next market-towi!, several days elapsed before he would 
answer for his life. 


Chap. LXXIX.—Peregrine aciulfs a Mcf's.ige to Mrs. Oauntlot, who rciects liia Proposal— 

lie repaiis to the iJarriaoi), 

At length, however, his constitution overcame liis disease, though 
not before it had in a great measjiro tamed tho fury of Iiis disposi¬ 
tion, and brought him to a serious cimsidcration of his conduct. 
In this huimliation of his spirits, he reflected with shame and 
remorse upon the treachery to tho fair, the inndiont Emilia: ho 
romombered his former sentiments in her favour, as well as tho 
injunctions i»f his dying uncle ; he recollected his intimacy with 
her brother, against which he had so basely sinned : and, revolving 
all tho circumstances of her conduct, found it so commendable, 
spirited, and noble, that he deemed her an object of sufficient 
dignity to merit his honourable addresses, even though his duty 
had not bebn concerned in the decision ; but, obliged as he was ti> 
make reparation to a worthy family which he had so grossly 
injured, ho thought he could not niKnifest his reformation too soon ; 
and, when he found himself able to hold a pen, wrote a letter to 
Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein ho acknowledged, with many expressions 
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of sorrow and contrition^ that he had acted a part altogether unbe¬ 
coming a man of honour, and should never enjoy the least tean- 
quilUty of mind until he should have merited her forgiveiiosa. Tie 
protesletl that, although hia happiness entirely dei)endod upon 
tho dotermination of Emilia, he would even renounce all hope of 
being blgssed willi her favour, if she qi^uld. point .out any other 
method of making reparation to that amiable young lady, but by 
laying his heart and fortune at her feet, and submitting liiinself to 
her pleasure during the retiiaining part of his life. Ho conjured 
her, therefore, in the most pathetic manner, to pardon him, in 
consideration of his sincoro repentance ; and to use her maternal 
influence with hor daughter, so as that ho might be immiitted to 
wait upon her with a wedding ring as soon as his health would 
allow him to undertake tho journey. 

This explanation being despatched oy Pipes, who had by this 
time found his master, the young gentleman inquired about the 
couplo whom he had so unfortunat«;ly pursued, and understood 
from his valei-de-chanibrc, wh() learned the story from their own 
mouth.'*, that the lady was tlie only daughter of a rich Jew, ami 
her attendant no other than his apprentice, wln) had converted hor 
to Christianity, and married hor at the same time ; that this secret 
having taken air, the old Israelite had contrived a ?chemc bo se¬ 
parate them for ever ; aind tliey, being apprised of his intention, 
had found means to elope from liis house, with a view of sheltering 
themselves in J^Vjince until tho affair c(»uld bo made up ; that seeing 
three men ride after them w’ith such eagerness and speed, they 
never doubted that the pursuers were her fatlior and some friends 
or domestics, and on that supposition had fled, with tlio utmost 
despatch and trepidation, until they liad found themselves hajipily 
undeceived at that very instant w'hon they expected nothing but 
mi.scliief and misfortune : lastly, tho Swiss gave him to understand 
that, after having professed some concef-n for his deplorable situa¬ 
tion, and enjoyed a slight refreshment, they had taken their depar¬ 
ture for Dover, and in all likolihootl were safely arrived at Paris. 

In four-and-twonty hours after Pipes was charged with tlii.s com¬ 
mission, he brought back an answer from tho mother of Emilia, 
couchecl in these words :— * 


“ Sir,—T rt>ceiv*l tbe favour of yours, and am glad, for your own sake, that you liavo 
attained a due sense and coiivlctiuu of y«nr unkind and unchristian b' haviour to 
poor Kmy. 1 tbauk God, none «t my ehildron were ever so insulted before. Give 
roe leave to tell you, sir, my daughter was no upstart, without friends or education; but 
a young lady as well brnl, and better bom, than most private gentlcwotncn in the 
kingdom; and therefore, though you liad no esb-em tor her person, you ought to bavo 
paid some regard to her taimly, which (no disparagement to you, sir,) is more bououiable 
than your own As for your proposal, Mies Gauntlet will not hear ofii. being that she 
thinks her honour will not allow her to listen to any lerma ut reconeilialion ; and she la 
not yet so destitute as to e,mbrace an offer to which she has the least i hjectlon. In the 
mean time, she is so much indisposed, that she cannot possibly see company; so j beg 
you will not take Uie trouble of making a fruitless journey fo this place. Perhaps your 
niture conduct may deserve her forglvetiess; and really, an I am concerned for your 
happiness (which y^'U assure, me depecds upon her condeacenston), I wish witli ail my 
heart It may; and am, notwiflistanding all that his happened, your sincere well-wisher, 

“CeCIWA, GAVSTlffit." 
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From this epistlo, and tho information of his mcssenwor, our 
hero learned tliat liis nnsire.sa had actually profited by Iuk wild- 
goose chaso, so as to make a safe retreat to her mother’s house. 
Though sorry to hear of her indisposition, ho was also piqued at 
her implacability, as well as at some stately paragraphs of tho 
letter, in w’hich he thought tho good lady had consulted her own 
vanity rather than her gcxid sense. These motives of rc^'eatment 
helped him to bear his disappointment like a philosopher, espe¬ 
cially as he had now quieted hia conscience in proffering to redress 
tho injury he had done ; and, moreover, found himself, with regard 
to his love, in a calm state of hope and resignation. 

A seasonable fit of illness is an excellent medicine for the turbu¬ 
lence of passion. Such a rehjrmation had the fever produced in 
the economy of his thoughts, that ho mor.alized like an apostle, and 
projected several prudential schemes for his future conduct. In 
tho moan time, a,s soon as liis health was sufficiently re-established, 
he took a trip to tho garrison, in order to visit his friends ; and 
learned from Hatchway’s own mouth, that he had broken tlio ice 
of courtship t<» his aunt, and that his addresses were now fairly 
afloat; though, when ho first dcchiretl himself to the widow, after 
she had been duly prepared for the occasion by her niece and tho 
rest of her friends, she had received his [iroposal with a becoming 
reserve, and piously wept at the rcmcinbranco of her husband, 
observing that she .should never meet with his fellow. 

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant’s suit with all his influence ; 
and .all Mrs. Trunnion’s objections to the match being surmounted, 
it was determined that the day of marriage should be put off for 
three moiitlis, that lier ropiitatio’i miglit not suffer by a iirecipitato 
engagement. His next care w.is to give orders for erecting a plain 
marble monument to the memory of his uncle, on which the folloiv- 
ing inscription composed by the bridegroom, actually appeared in 
golden letters:— 

ITorp lies 

FoundProd in a f.ithom and half, 

I'lic Pllpll 
Of 

IIawsf.h TitirxNiON, Esq. 

Formerly fonunaTidcr*of a sqii,adron 
In his Majesty’s service. 

Who broached to, at fivo Oct.. 10. 

In the yc.w of his age threescon* and nineteen. ^ 


ITe kept his gim,s alway.s loaded, 

And his taekie ready inann'd, 

And never showed hia poop to the enemy. 
Except when he took her in tow ; 

But, his shot being expended, his match burntout. 
And his upper-works decayed. 

He was sunk by Death's superior weight of metal. 


Nevertheless, 

He w'lll bo weighed again at the great day, 
His rigging refitted, and hi^ timbers repaired, 
And, with one broadside, 

Idake his adversary strike In his turn. 
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CiiAi*. LXXX.—TTo rt'ltirns to London, and moctfl with CudWAllador, who ont(>rtains hlrft 
with ninny cnnoiia I’articulars—Crabtree sounds 111(^)1101101*9. mid undeceives Pickle, who, 
by an eArnoidiiiary Accident, becoiiicB acquainted with another Lady of Quality. 

The youiii; gentleman, having performed these last offices, in 
honour of his deceased benefactor, and presented Mr. .loiter to the 
long expected living, wliich at this tiino happened to be vacant, 
returned to London, and rosuinod Ida former gaiety : not that he 
waa able to shake Emilia fiorn his thought, or even to romember 
her without violent eniotiona ; for, as he recovered his vigour, his 
former impati(m(;o recurred, and tlK'refore ho resolved to plunge 
himself headlong into aome iiiLJ’igue, that nught engage Ids passions, 
and amuse liis imagination. 

A man of Ida aecomplishmonts could not fail to meet with a 
variety of suh jects, on wldch Ida gallantly would have been jiropei ly 
exercised ; and this abundaiico distracted Ids clioice, wldch at any 
time waa apt to be influenced by caprice and whim. 1 have already 
observed, that he had lifted Ida view, through a matrimonial 
perspective, as high as a lady of the first quality and distinction; 
and now that he was refused by Miss (launtlot, and enjoyed a 
little respite from the agonies of that flame ■winch her charms had 
kindled 111 his lieart, he renewed his assiduities to her grace. 
Though lie dui’-st not yet risk an explanation, he enjo 3 'od the 
pleasure of seeing himself so well received in .quality of a jiarti- 
cular ac(piiiitanoe, that ho flattered himself witli the belief of his 
having made some jirogress in her heart; and waa confirmed in 
this conceited notion by the assurances of her woman, whom, by 
liberal largesses, he retained in his fiiterost, because she found 
means to persuade him that she was in the confidence of her lady. 
But, notwithstanding this encouragement, and the sanguine sug¬ 
gestions of Ins own vanity, ho dreaded the thoughts of exposing 
himself to her ridiculo and resentment by a premature declaration, 
and determined to postpone liia addresses, until he should be more 
certified of the probability of succeeding in bis attempt. 

While ho remained in this hesitation and suspense, he was one 
morning ver^ agreeably surprised with the appearance of his friend 
Crabtree, who, by the permission of Pipes, to whom ho waa well 
known, entered his chamber before he was awake, and, by a violent 
shake of the shoulder, disengaged him from the arms of sleep. 
The first compliments having mutually passed, Oadwallader gave 
him to understand, that he had arrived in town ovei-night in the 
stage-coach from Bath, and entertained him with such a ludicrous 
account of hia fellow-travellers, that Peregrine, for 'the first time 
since their parting, indulged himself in mirth, even to the hazard 
of suffocation. • 

Crabtree, having rehearsed these adventures in such a peculiarity 



330 


PEKEGRINB PICKLE. 


of manner, as added infinite ridicule to every circumstance, and 
repeated every scandalcnis report which had circulated at Bath after 
Peregrine’s dejiartiiro, was informed by the youth that he harboured 
a design upon the jierson of such a duchess, and in all appearance 
had no reason to complain of his reception ; but that ho would not 
venture to declare himself, ^until he should be more ascort'^ned of 
her sentiments ; and thcrehire ho begged leave to depend upon the 
intelligence of his friend Cadwalladcr, who, ho knew, was admitted 
to her parties. 

The misanthrope, before he would promise his assistance, asked 
if his prospect verged towards matrimony ; and our adventurer, 
who guessed the meaning of his (luestion, replying in the negative, 
ho undertook the oftice of rcconncdtring her inclination ; prote.sting, 
at the same time, that ho would never concern himself in any 
scheme that did not tend to the disgrace and deception of all the 
sex. On these conditions, he espoused the interest of our hero, 
and a plan was immediately concerted, in con8oi|ucnco of which 
they met by accident at her grace’s table. Pickle, having stayed 
all the fore-part of the evening, and sat out all the company, except 
the misanthorpo and a certain widow lady, who was said to ho in 
the secrets of my lady duchess, wont away on pretence of an 
indispensable engagement, tliat Crabtree might have a proper 
opportunity of making him the subject of conversation. 

Accordingly, he had scarce (juitted the ai^artmeiit, when this 
cynic, attending him to the door, with a look of morose disdain, 
“ Were 1 an absolute prince,” said he, “ and that fellow one of my 
subjects, I would order him to be ch>thed in sackcloth, and ho 
should drive my asses to water, that his lofty .spirit might be 
lowered to tlie level of his deserts. The pride of a i)cacock is 
downright .self-denial, when compared with the vanity of that cox¬ 
comb, which was natnr;dly arrogant, bub is now rendci ;d altogether 
intolerable, by tlie rejiut-atibn he acquired at Bath, for kicking 
a bully, outwitting a club of raw sharpers, and divers other 
pranks, in the execution of which he w^as more lucky than wise. 
But nothing has contributed so much to the increase of his 
insolence and solf-conceit, as the favour he found among the 
ladies; ay, the ladies, madam ; I fiare not who knows it : the 
ladies, wh^), to their honour he it spoken, never fail to patronize 
foppery and folly, provided they solicit tlieir encouragement: and 
yet this dog was not on tlie footing of those hermaphroditical 
animals, who may he reckoned among the number of waiting-women, 
who air your shifts, comb your lap-dogs, examine your noses with 
magnifying glasses in order to squeeze out the worms, cleaii youtf 
tooth-brushes, sweeten your handkercliicfa, and soften waste paper 
for your occasions. This follow Pickle was entertained for morb 
important purposes: his turn of duty never came till all those 
lap-wings were gone tq roost; then ho scaled windows, leaped over 
garden-walls, ami was let in hy Mrs, Betty in the dark. Nay, the 
magistrates of Bath complimc»itcd him with the freedom ,of the 
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corporation, merely because, through hia means, the waiters had 
gained extraordinary credit; for every female of a tolerable appear¬ 
ance, that wont thither on account of her sterility, got the better 
of her complaint during his residence at Bath : and now the fellow 
thinks no woman can withstand his addresses. Ho had not been 
hero tliree minutes, when T could perweive, with half an eye, that 
he had marked out your grace for a conquest,—I mean in an 
honourable way; though the rascal has impudenco enough to 
attempt anything,’’ 

So saying, ho fixed liis eyes upon the duchess, who (while her 
face glowed with indignation), turning to her confidant, exprevssed 
herself in these words : “ I’pon my life, I believe there is actually 
some truth in what this old rulliau say.s : 1 have myself observed 
that young ftdlow eyeing mo with a very particular stare.”—“ It is 
not to be at all wondered a.said her friend, “that a youth of his 
complexion should be sensible of the charms of your grace ; but I 
dare say, he would not' presume t(; entcriiiin any but tlio most 
honourable and respectful sentiments.”—“ Respectfid sentiments ! ” 
cried my lady, with a look of ineffable disdain ; “if I thought the 
fellow had assurance enough to think of me in any shape, I i)rotc8b 
I would foi’bid him my house. XJjJon my honour, such instances of 
audacity should induce persons of (juality to kec]) i^our small gentry 
at a greater distance ; for they are very apt to grow impudent upon 
the least counteiiaiico or eiicouragemeiit.” 

Cadwallader, satisfied with this declaration, changed the subject 
of discourse ; and next day communicated his discovery to his 
friend Pickle, who, upon this occasion, felt the most stinging sen¬ 
sations of mortified pride, and resolved to quit his prospect with a 
good grace. Nor did the execution of this self-denying scheme cost 
him one moment’s uneasiness ; for liis heart had never been inte¬ 
rested in the pursuit, and his vanity triumphed in the thoughts of 
manifesting his iiidifrcrcnco. Accordingly, the very next time he 
visited her grace, his behaviour was remarkably frank, sprightly, 
and disengaged ; and the subject of love being artfully introduced 
by the widow, who had been directed to sound his inclinations, ho 
rallied the pafl.sion with great ease and sc^'erity, and made no 
scrujdc of declaring himself heart-whole. Though the duchos.s had 
resented his supposed afl’ectioii, she was now olfondcd at his insen¬ 
sibility, and oven signified her disgust, by observing, that perhaps 
his attention to his own qualifications screened him from the 
impression of all other objects. 

While he enjoyed this sarcasm, the meaning of which ho could 
plaiiily discern, the company w’as joined by a certain virtuoso, who 
had gained free access to all the great families of,the land by hia 
notable talent of gossiping and buffoonery. He was now in the 
seventy-fifth year of his age: his birth was so fjbscure, that he 
scarce knew his father’s name ; bis education suitable to the dignity 
of his descent; his chapeter publicly branded with homicide, 
profligacy, and breach of trust: yet this man, by the happy 
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inheritance of impregnable effrontery, and a lucky prostitution of all 
principle in rcndoriug himself subservient to the appetites of the 
groat, had attained to sin independency of fortune, as well as to 
such a particular share of favour among the quality, that although 
he was well known to luive pimped for three generations of the 
nobility, thore was not a lady of fashion in the kingdom whoscnipled 
to admit him to her toiletfic, or even to be 8<iuircd by Him in 
any place of public entertainment. Not but that this sage was 
occasionally useful to his follow-creatures by these connections 
with ])eople of fortune ; for ho often undertook to solicit charity in 
behalf of distressed objects, with a view of embezzling one half of 
the bencf.-ictions. It was an errand of this kind that now brought 
him to the house of her grace. 

After having sat a few minutes, he t<ild the company that ho 
would favour them Avith a very proper opi>ortunity to extend their 
benevolence, for the relief of a ]>oor gentlewoman, who was reduced 
to the most abject misery by the death of her husband, .and just 
delivered of a couple of tine boys : they moreover understood from 
hi.s information, that this object wa.s daugliter of a good family, 
who had renounced her in conseipience of her m.arrying an ensign 
without a fortune, and even obstructed his jiromotion with all their 
influence and power ; a circumstance of barbarity, whicli had made 
such an impression upon Ins mind, as disordered his brain, and 
drove him to despair ; in a fit of which he had made away with 
himself, leaving Ins wife, then big Avith chiUl, to all the horrors of 
indigence and grief. 

Various were the criticisms on this pathetic picture, which the 
old man drew with great expressie.n. My lady duchess concluded 
that she must be a crejituro void of all feeling and reflection, who 
could survive such aggravated misery ; therefore, did not de.sei‘ve to 
he relieved, except m the character of a common beggar; and was 
generous enough to ofler n rccc mmendation, by which she would bo 
admitted into an intirinary, to which her grace Avas a subscriber ; 
at the same time, advising Iho solicitor to send the tavins to the 
Foundling Hospital, Avhero they would bo carefully nursed and 
brought up, so as to become useful members of the commonwealth. 
Another lady, Avith all duo deference to the opinion of the duchess, 
was free enough to blame the generosity of her grace, wliich would 
only serve to encourage children in their disobedienejj to their 
parents, and might be the means not only of prolonging the distress 
of iho wretched creature, hut also of ruining the constitution of some 
young heir, pcrh.aps the hope of a great family : for sho did suppose 
that madam, when her month should bo up, and her brats disposed 
of, Avould spread her attractions to the public, provided she could 
profit by her pevson ; and, in the usual way, make a regular progress 
from St. James’s to Drury 'Lan<i. Sho apprehended, for these 
reasons, that their compassion Avould ho most effectually shown 
in leaving her to perish* in her present necessity; and that the 
old gentleman would be unpardonable, should he persist in hjs 
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endeavours to relieve her. A third member of this tender-hearted 
society, after liaving asked if the young woman was handsome, amd 
being answered in the negative, allowed that there was a great deal 
of reason in what had been said by the honourable person who had 
spoken last; nevertheless, she humbly conceived her sentence would 
admit of some mitigation. “Lot the bantlings,” said she, “bo scut 
to tho*hosi)ital, according to the advice of her grace, and a small 
collection bo made for the present support of the mother; and, 
when her health is recovered, 1 will hake her into my family, in 
quality of an upper servant, or medium between mo and my women ; 
for, upon my life, I cannot endure to chide, or give directions to a 
creature, who is, in point of birth and education, but one degree 
above the vulgar." 

This proposal met with universal apjirobation.’ The duchc.ss, to 
hor immortal honour, begu’ tl)>* contribution with a crown ; so 
that the rest of the company were obliged to restrict their liberality 
to lialf the sum, that her grace mighi not be affronted: and the 
proposer demanding the poor wom;iii’s nanio and i)Uce of abode, 
thu old mediator could not help giving her ladyship a verbal direc¬ 
tion, though he was extremely mortitied, on more accounts than 
one, to find such an issue to his soliwilatitin. 

Peregrine, who, “though hiniunims as winter, had a tear for 
j)ity, and a liand open as day for yielting chai'ity,” was shocked at 
the nature and result of this ungenerous consultation. He contri¬ 
buted his half'Crown, however ; and, retiring from the company, 
betook himself to tho lodgings of tlio forlorn lady in tlie straw, 
according to tho direction he had heard I^pon inquiry, he under¬ 
stood that she was then visited by .some eliarilablo gentlewoman, wlio 
had sent for a nurse, and Wriited hlie return of tho mes.senger ; and 
ho sent up las respects, desiring lie might be permitted to see her, 
on ])rotoiice of having lioon intimate with her late luishand. 

Though the poor wom.in had never Picard of hia name, she did not 
think proper to deny his request; and ho was conducted to a palt ry 
chamber in the third story, where he found this unhnppy widow 
sitting upon a truckle-bed, and suckling one of ber infants, with 
tho most piteous expressiem of anguish in her features, which were 
naturally regular and sweet while the other wms fondled on the 
knee of a person, whose attention was so much engrossed by her 
little charge that for the present she could mind nothing else : and 
it was not tfll after the first compliments passed betwixt the hapless 
mother and our adventurer, that ho perceived tho stranger’s coun- 
tenanco, which inspired him with tiio highest esteem and admira¬ 
tion. He beheld all the graces of elegance and beauty, breathing 
sentiment and beneficence, and softened into the most enchanting 
tenderness of weeping sympathy. When he declared the cause of 
his visit, which was no other than the desire of befriending the dis¬ 
tressed lady, to whom he presented a bank-note forlwenty pounds, 
ho was favoured with such a look of complacency by this amiable 
phantom, who might have bfeen justly taken for an angel ministering 
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to the necessities of mortals, that his whole soul was transported 
with love and venorjitiou. Nor was this prepossession diminished 
by the information of the widow, who, after-having manifested her 
gratitude in a flood of tears, told him that the unknown object of 
his esteem was a person of honour, M'ho, having heard by accident 
of her deplorable situation, had immediately obeyed the dictates of 
her humanity, and come in 4 ^)crson to relievo her distress ; that sho 
had not only generously supplied lier with money for present sus¬ 
tenance, but also uruleriakoii to provide a nurse for her babes, and 
even promised to favour her with protection, should she survive 
her present melancholy situation. To theso articles of intelligence 
she added, that the name of her benefactresa was the celebrated 

Lady-, to w-hoso character the youth was no stranger, though 

he had never seen her person before. The killing edge of her 
charms was a little blunted by the accidents of time and fortune ; 
but no man of biate and imagination, whoso nerves were not (juite 
chilled with the frost of ago, could even at that tiine look upon 
her with impunity; and as Peregrine saw her attractions height¬ 
ened by the tender otlice in which she was engaged, he was smitten 
with her beauty, and so ravished w-iili her compassion, that he 
could not suppress his emotions, but aj>plauded her benevolence 
with all the warmtli of enthusiasm. 

Her ladyship received his complimonta with great [loliteiioas 
and artability ; and llic occasion on wliieh they mot being equally 
interesting to boih, an ac<|ua]ntaiico commenced between them, 
and they concerted measures for the benefit of the widow and her 
two children, one of whom our hero bespoke for his own godson ; 
for Pickle was not so obscure in the beau mondc, but that Ijis fame 
had reached the ears of this lady, who, therefore, did not dis¬ 
courage his advances towards her friendship and esteem. All the 
particulars relating to their charge being adjusted, bo attended 
her ladyship to her own house ; and, by her convcrsaiioii, had the 
pleasure of finding her understanding suitable to her other accom- 
pliahments ; nor had she any reason to think that our hero’s 
qualifications had been exaggerated by common report. 

One of then- adopted children died before it was baptized ; so that 
their care concentrated in the other, for whom they stood sponsors, 
XJnderstamling that the tdd agent was become troublesome in his 
visit to the mother, to whom he now began to administer such 
counsel as shocked the delicacy of her virtue, they removed her 
into another lodging, where sho w'ould not bo exposed to his 
machinations. In less than a month, our hero learned from a 
nobleman of his acquaintance, that the hoary pander had actually 
engjiged to procure for lum this poor afflicted gentlewoman ; and 
being frustrated in his intention, substituted in her room, a nymph 
from the purlieus of Covent Carden, who made his lordship smart 
severely for th^ favours she bestowed. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his new ticquaintanoo with all 
his art and assiduity, presuming, fro!|ij the circumstances of her 
reputation and fate, as well as on the strength of his own merits 
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that, in timo, he should be able to indulge that passion which had 
begun to glow within his breast. As her ladyship had undergone 
a vast variety of fortune and adventure, which he had heard indis¬ 
tinctly related, with nuuiberlesB errors and misrepresentations, ho 
was no sooner entitled by the familiarity of communication to 
ask such a favour, than ho earnestly entreated her to entertain 
him witli the particulars of her story ; tmd, by dint* of importunity, 
she was at length prevailed upon, in a select party, to gratify his 
curiosity in those words. 


Chap. LXXXI.—Tho Memolifi of a Ijady of Quality. 

“Uv the circum-stauces of the story which I am going to relate, 
you will bo opnvinced of my camlour, while you arc informed of 
my indiscrethm : you will be enabled, I hope, to perceive, that 
howsoever my head may liave erred, my heart hatli always been 
uncorrupted, and that X have been unhappy, ‘boc:iuse I loved; 
and was a woman.’ 

“ I believe I need not ob.serve, that 1 was tho only child of a man 
of good hu’tune, who indulged me, in my infancy, with all tho ten- 
donie.ss of patcnial allection, and, when I was six years old, sent me 
to a private school, where I .st.tycd till my age was doubled, and 
beainio such a favourite, that 1 W'as, even in those early days, 
carried to all the places of i)ublic diversion, the court itself not 
excepted; an indulgence that flattered my love of pleasure, to 
wliioh 1 was naturally addicted; and encouraged those ideas 
of vanity and ambition, which .siiring up so early in the human 
mind. 

‘‘ I w'as lively and good-natured, my imagination apt to run riot, 
my heart liberal and disinterested; plough I was so obstinately 
attached to iny owui opinions, that I could not well brook contra¬ 
diction ; and, in the whole of my dispo-sitiou, resembled that of 
Henry V., as described by Sliakspeare. 

“ In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where I was first intro- 
ducoi'i into tho w'orld as a wuman, having been entitled to that 
privilege by my person, wliicl) was remarkably tall for ray years; 
and there my fancy was quite captivated by the variety of diversions 
in which 1 "wuis continually engaged : n<>t that the parlies woro 
altogether new to me, but because I imw found myself considored 
as a person of consequence, and surrounded by a crowd of admirers, 
who courted niy acfiuaiutanoe, and fed my vanity with jiraise and 
adulation. In short, wdiether or not 1 do-sei ved their encomiums, 
X leave the world to judge ; but my person was commended, and 
my talent in dancing met with universal applause. No wonder, 
then, that everything appeared joyous to a yonngocreature, who 
vaa so void of experience and dissimulatiun, that she beUeved 
everybody’s heart as sinceiy ns her own, and evory object each aa 
it appeared to bo. 
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“ Among the swains who sighed, or pretended to sigh, for me, 
were two that bore a pretty equal share of my favour,—it was too 
superficial to deserve the name of love. One of these was a forward 
youth of sixteen, extremely handsome, lively, and impudent; he 
attended in quality of page upon the Ih’ineesa xVmelia, who spent 
that season at Bath: the^ other was a Scottish nobleman turned 
of thirty, who was graced with a red ribbon, and danced" particu¬ 
larly well,—two qualifications of groat weight with a girl of iny 
age, whose heart Avas not deeply interested in the cause. Never¬ 
theless, the page prevailed over this formidable rival; though our 
amour went no further than a little Hirting, and ceased entirely 
wlien I left the place. 

“Next year, however, I revisited this agreeable scone, and 
passed my time in the same cii'cle of amusements; in which, 
indeed, oacli season at Bath is exactly resembled by that which 
succeeds, allowing for the difference of company, which is con¬ 
tinually vaiy'ing. There f met with the same incense, and again 
had my favourite, who was a North Briton, and c-apLain of foot, 
near forty years of age, and a little lame,—an impodimont which I 
did not discover, until it was pointed out by some of my com- 
jianions, who rallied me upon my choice. lie was always cheerful 
and very amorous, had a good countenance and an excellent 
understanding, jiossessed a great deal of art, and would have per¬ 
suaded me to marry him, had T lujt been restrained liy tlie autho¬ 
rity of my father, whose consent was not to be obtained in favour 
of a man of his fortune. 

“At the same time, many jirojiosals of marriage w'erc made to 
my parents; but as tiny came from people whom I did iK>t lilce, T 
rejected them all, being determined to refuse c^ cry man who did 
not make his addresses to myst'lf in person, because I had no 
notion t>f marrying for anything but love. Aimuig these formal 
jiroposers W'as a Scottish e.ij’l, who.se pretensions W'ere broken off 
by some difference about settlements; and the son of an English 
baron, with whom my father was in treaty, when he carried mo 
to town on a visit to a young lady with whom I had been intimate 
from my infancy. She W'as just delivered of her first son, for 
whom v'o stood siioiisors : so that tln.5 occasion detained us a w’hole 
month, during wdneh I went to a ball at court on the queen’s 
birthday, and there, for the first time, fell what loyp and beauty 
were. 

“The second son of Duke II-, who had just returned from 

his travels, was dancing with the princess royal, when a young 
lady came and desired me to go and see a stranger, whom all the 
world admired; upon which I followed her into the circle, and 
observed this object of admiration. He was dressed in a coat of 
white cloth, faced with blue satin embroidered with silver, of the 
same piece With his waistcoat; his fine hair hung down his back 
in ringlets below hi.s waist; his hat was laced with silver, and 
garnished with a white feather; bat hi,s person beggared all 
description; he was tall and graceful, neither corpulent nojr 
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meagre, his limbs finely proportioned, his countenance open and 
majestic, his eyes full f)f sweetness and vivacity, his teeth regular, 
and his pouting lips of the complexion of tlie damask rose. In 
short, ho was forme«l for hjvo, and inspired it wherever ho appeared ; 
nor was he a niggard of his talents, but liberally returned it, at 
least wh.it pa8se<l for sucli ; for ho hafl n flow of gallantry, for 
which many ladies of this land can vouch from their own expe¬ 
rience : but he exclaimed against m.arriago, because he h.ad as yet 
mot with Jio woman to avIioso charms he would surrender his 
liberty, though a princess (»f Franco, atid a lady of tho s.ame rank 
in-, were .said to bo .at that time enaniourcd of his person. 

“I w'ont homo, tot.-illy engrossed by his idea, flattering myself 
that he had observed me wdtli some attention ; for 1 was young and 
new, and had the good fortune toafiract jIio notice and a])probiition 
of the (juecn herself. 

'‘Next d.ay, being at the opera, I w.as agrocably surpnsod with 
the appearance of this amiable si ranger, who no sooner saw mo 
ent(jr, than lie ;ippro.'vchcd so near tt) the place wlici’o I sat, that 1 
overheard what he said to his companions, and was so happy as to 
find mys<df the object of his discouixo, wliich abounded with 
ra])turou3 oxpru.ssions of love and adnii7‘ation. I coiild not listen 
to these transjiorts without emotion : my colour changed, my 
he.art throbbed w'itli unusual viidcnce, and my eyes betrayed my 
inclination in sundry f.ivourable glances, Avhich ho Rcemed to 
interpret aright, though he could not then avail liimsolf of his 
success so f.ir as to communicate his soutiments by speeeli, because 
we wore strangers to each otliev. 

“ 1 p.-issed that night in tlio most anxious suspense, .and several 
days elapsed before I saw Jiim again. At length, however, being 
at court on a ball night, and determined against dancing, I per¬ 
ceived him among tin; crowd, and, to my*un.speakablo. joy, saw him 

advance with my Lord P-, who introduced him to my .acquaiut- 

aiico. Ho soon found means to alter my resolution ; and I con¬ 
descended to be his partner all tlie evening, during which he 
declai’cd his passion iu the most tender and persuasive terms that 
real iovi, could dictate, or fruitful imagination invent. 

“ I believed his protestations, because I wished them true, and 
was an inexpeuieucAjd girl of fifteen. I complied with his e.\rncst 
request of being permitted to visit me, and even invited him to 
breakfast next morning ; so that you may imagine (I speak to 
those that feel) T did not tliat night enjoy mueh repose. Such was 
tho liurry and flutter of my spirits, that T rose at six to i-eccivo him 
at txjn. I dressed myself in a new pink satin gown an<l my best 
laced night-clothes ; and J ivas so animated by the occasion, that if 
ever 1 deserved a compliment upon my looks, it was uiy duo at this 
meeting. Tho wished-for moment came that brought iify lover to 
my view. I was overwhelmed with joy, modesty, and fear of I 
knew not what. Wo sat down |o breakfast, but did not eat. He 
renewed his addresses with irresistible eloq^uence, and pressed me 
to iiccept of his hand without farther hesitation ; but to such a 

Y 
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precipitate step I objected as a measure repugnapt to decency, as 
well as to that duty which I owed to my father, whom I tenderly 
loved, 

“Though T withstood this premature proposal, I did not attempt 
to disguise the situation of my thoughts ; and thus commenced a 
tender correspondence, which was maintained by letters while I 
remained in the country, and carried on when I was in town by 
private interviews, twice or thrice a iveok, at the house of my mil¬ 
liner, where such eudearnienis passed as refined and hajipy lovers 
know, and others can only guess. Truth and innocence prevailed 
on ray side, while his heart was frauglit with sincerity and love. 
Such frequent intercourse created an intimacy which I began to 
think dangerous, and therofoi o yielded to Ins repeated desire that 
we might be united for ever ; nay, 1 resolved to avoid him until the 
day should he fixed, and very innocently, though not very wisely, 
told him my reason for this determination, which was no otiior than 
a consciousness my incapacity to refuse hiiii anything he should 
demand as a testimony t>f mj’ love. 

“The time was accordingly appointed, at the distance of a few 
days, during which I intended to have ini]>lored my father’s 
consent, though I had but faint hopes of obtaining it; but ho was, 
by some means or other, aiiprised of our design before I could 
prevail upon myself to make him acquainted with our purpose, I 
had danced with my lover at the Ridotto on tlie preceding evening, 
and there perhaps rinr eyes betrayed us. Certain it is, several of 

Lord W-’s relations, who disajiproved of the match, came up 

and rallied him on his passion. Lord S-, in particular, used 

this remarkable expression ■ ‘ Nephew, as mucli love as you please, 
but no matrimony.’ 

“Next day, the priest being prepared, and the bridegroom 
waiting for me at the appointed jdace, in all tlie transports of 
impatient expectation, I was, without any previous warning, 
carried into the country by my father, who took no notice of the 
intelligence ho had received, hut decoyed mo into the coach on 

? retenco of taking the air ; and when we had proceeded as far as 
'urnham (freen, gav'e me to understand that ho would dine in that 
place. 

“There was no remedy. I was obliged to bear my disappoint¬ 
ment, though with an aching heart, and followed hhn upstairs into 
an apartment, where ho told me ho was minutely informed of my 
matrimonial scheme, I did not aitnmpt to disguise the truth, but 
assured him, while the tears gushed from uiy eyes, that my want of 
courage alone liindcred me from making him privy to my passion ; 

though I owned 1 should have married Lord W-, oven though, 

ho had disaiiprovcd of my choice. 1 reminded him of the uneasy 
life I led homo, and frankly acknowledged that I loved tny 
admirer too well to live without him ; though, if he woukl fayoiHsr 
me with his consent, I would dofoa. my intention, and punctually 
observe any day he would fix for our iiiiptials. Meanwhile,' '1 
begged he would permit me to send a message to liord W——, who ' 
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was waiting in expectation of my coming, and might, without such 
notice, imagine I was playing the jilt. He granted this last request, 
in consequence of which I sent a letter to my lover, who, when ho 
received it had almost fainted away, believing I should be locked 
up in the country, and analehed for over from his arms. Tor¬ 
tured w'ith these apprehensions, ho changed clothes- immediately, 
and, iiikitig horse, resolved to follow mo whithersoever we should 
go. 

“ After dinnei*, wo proceeded as far as Brentford, where we lay, 
intending to bo at my fatlier’s country-house next night; and my 
admirer, putting up at the same inn, practised every expedient his 
invention could suggest to procure an interview ; but all his endea¬ 
vours were unsuccessful, because 1, who little dreamed of his being 
so near, had gone to bod ujion our first arrival, overwhelmeil with 
aiHlction and teai-s. In the moiuiiig I tlii ew myself at my father’s 
feet, and conjuretl him, by all the ties of jKitorual alFectiou, to 
indulge me with an ojiportumty of seeing my admirer once inoro 
before I should bo conveyed from his wishes. The melancholy 
condition in which I preferred this supplication luelLod the tender 
heart of my parent, who yielded to my solicitations, and carried 
me back to town for that purpose. 

“Lord VV--—, who had watched our motions, and arrived at 
his own lodgings before wo arrived at my father's house, obeyed 
ray summons on the iusbuit, and appeared before me like an angel. 
Our faculties were, for some minutes, suspended by a conilicl of 
grief and joy. At length I recovered the use of .speech, .and gave 
him to understand that I was como to town in order to take my 
leave of him, by the tiermissioii of my father, whom 1 had promised 
to attend into the country next day, before he would consent to 
my retuni; the chief cause and i)roleiico of which was rny earnest 
desire to convince him that I was not to blame for the disap¬ 
pointment he had suffered, and that I sftonld see him ag;iin in a 
month, when the iiuiitial knot should bo tied in spite of all oppo¬ 
sition. 

“My lover, who w.as better acquainted with the vvorld, had well 
nigh run distracted with this information. He swore be would 
not leave me, until 1 should ju’ohiiso to meet and marry him next 
day ; or, if I refused to grant that reciuost, ho would immediately 
leave the king<\om, to which lie would never more return ; and, 

before hi.s departure, sacrifice lord H. H-, son to the duke of 

,S. A-who W'as the only person upon earth who could have 

betrayed us to my father, because lie alone was trusted with the 
secret of our intended marriage, ami had actually undertaken to 
give mo away; .an office whicli ho afterwards declined. Loixl 
W- - ‘ — also affirmed, that ray father decoyed me into the country, 
with a view of cooping me up, and se(iuestoring me entirely from 
his view and correspondence, 

' “ In vain I pleaded my father’s well-known tenderness, and used 
ftlj the ai-gunients I could recollbct to divert him from his revenge 
upon Lord H-. He was deaf to all iny represmitations, and 
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nothing, T found, would ])rcvail upon him to suppress hia resent¬ 
ment, hut a positive promise to comply with his former desire. I 
told him I would hazard everything to make him happy ; hut 
could not, witli any regard to my duty, take such a step without the 
knowledge of my parent; or, if I were so inclined, it would Ijo 
impracticable to elude hi.s vigilance and 8 us[)icion. However, ho 
employed such pathetic remonstrances, .and retaineif such a 
powerful advocate within my oami breast, that, before we parted, 

1 .assured him my whole power sliould be exerted for his satisfiic- 
tion; and ho signified his ri'soliition of sitting iij) all night, in 
expectation of seeing me at hi.s lodgings. 

“ He had no sooner retired tlian I uent into the next room, and 
desired my faiher to fix a diiy for tlu.* marriage, in which case 1 
w'ould cheerfully wait ii])on him into the country ; wdiereas, should 
ho deny my request, on jiretence of staying for the consent of rny 
mother’s relations, which was very nucertam, T ‘would .seize the 

first opportunity of marrying Lord W-, cost what it wanild. 

He consented to the match, hut would not ajipoint a day for tho 
ceremony, which he pro])osed to dcfci’ until all parties should 
he agreed; and such a favouralile ei’isis, 1 feared, v.ould never 
h;i])pen. 

“J therefore resolved within myself to gratify my lover’s ex¬ 
pectation, by eloping, if possible, that vorv night; though tho 
execution of this ])]an w'.is cxtreinely difficult., because 1113^ father 
w.as U])ou tho filarni, and my own nmid, who was my bed-fellow, 
altogether in his interest. JKotwithslanding these considerations, 
1 found means to engage one of the housemaids in rny behalf, who 
bespoke a liackncy'-coach, to lit; kept in wailing all night; and to 
bed J Avent Avith 1113 ’ abigail. whom, a.s T had not closed an eye, 1 
waked about five in the morning, and scut to jiack up some things 
for our intended journey- 

“While .she Avas thus ^'tnployed, I got uj) and huddled on my 
clothes, sraiidnig upon my jiilloAv, lest my father, Avho lay in the 
chamber below, should hear mo afoot, and suspect my design. 
Having dressed myself with great desp;itch .and disorder, T flounced 
down stairs, stalking as lieavil3' .is I could tread that he might 
mistake me for one of the scrvaiAs, and my confederate opening 
the door, I sallied into the street, though I knew not Avhich Avay 
to,^m; and, to my unspeakable mortilicatioii, neither coach nor 
chair appeared. 

“Having traA'elled on foot a good Avay, in liopo of finding a 
convenience, and being not onl}^ disapjioLnted in that particular, 
but also bcwilderi'd in my peregrination, 1 began to be exceedingly 
alarmed w;ith the apprehension of being met by some person who 
might know me ; because, in that case, my design would undoubt¬ 
edly have been discovered, from every circumstance of my appear¬ 
ance at that time qf day: for 1 had put on the very clothes which 
I had pulled ofi' over-night, so that ray dress was altogether odd 
and peculiar; my shoes were very‘fine, and over a large hoop I 
Avore a pink satin quilted petticoat trimmed with silver, which Viras 
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partly covered by a white dimity night-gown, a full q^uarter of a 
yard too short; my handkerchief and apron were hurried on with¬ 
out pinning; my nightcap could not contain ray hair, which hung 
about my ears in great disorder ; and my countenance denoted a 
mixture of hope and fear, joy and shame. 

**In tj^ia dilemma, I made my addit;s.ses to thd,t honourable 
member of society a shoe-black, whom I earnestly entreated to 
provide me with a coach or chair, promising to reward him liberally 
for his trouble; but he, having the misfortune to bo lame, was 
unable to keep up with ray pace ; so that, by his advice and direc¬ 
tion, I w'ent into tho first public-house I found open, w^here I stayed 
some time, in tho utmost consternation, among a crow of wretches 
whom I thought proper to bribe for their civility, not without the 
terror of being stripped. At Icngtli, however, iny messenger 
returned with a chair, of which I took immediate possession; and 
fearing that, by'this time, my family would be alarmed, and send 

directly to Lord W-'s lodgings, 1 ordered myself to bo carried 

thither backwards, that so f might pass undiscovei’ed. 

“ This stratagem succeeded according to my wish : I ran up 
stairs in a state of trepidation to my faithful lover, who waited for 
me with the mtist impatient and fearful sUvSpense. At sight of mo 
his eyes lightened with transport; he caught me in his arms, as 
the richest present Heaven could bestow ; gave me to understand 
that ray father had already sent to his lodgings in quest of me ; 
then, applauding my love and re.solution in tho most rapturous 
terms, ho ordered a hackm^y-coach to be called, and, that wo might 
run no risk of scjiaratioii, attended mo to clmidi, where we were 
lawfully joined in tho sight of Iloavi'ii. 

“ His fears wore then all over, but mine recurred wuth double 
aggravation : I dreaded tho sight of my father, and shared all the 
sorrow ho suffered on account of my undutiful behaviour ; for I 
loved him with such piety of affection, that I would have endured 
oveiy other s]iccioB of distress rather than have given him the least 
uneasiness ; but love, wliere ho reigns in full empire, is altogether 
irrosistiblo, surmounts every difficulty, and swallows up all other 
considerations. This was the case with me ; and now the irrevo¬ 
cable step was taken, my fir.st care was to avoid his sight. With 

this view, I bogged that Lord W-would think of some remote 

place in the country, to which we might retire for tlic present, and 
ho fortliwith conducted me to a house on Bhickhcath, where we „ 
wore very civilly received by a laughter-loving dame, who seemed 
to mistake mo for one of her own sisterhood. 1 no sooner perceived 

her opinion, than I desired Lord W- to undeceive her ; upon 

which she was made acquainted with tho nature of my situation, 
and showed ua into a private room, whore I called.for pen and 
paper, and wrote an apology to my father for having actod contrary 
to his will in so important a concern. 

** This toslc being performed, ^fihe bridegroom gave mo to under¬ 
stand that there w^as a necessity for our being bedded immediately 
in onlcr to render the marriage binding, lest my father should 
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discover and part us before consummation. I pleaded luird for a 
respite till the evening, objecting to the indecency of going to bed 
before noon ; but lie found means to invalidate all my arguments, 
and to convince mo that it was now my duty to obey. Rather than 
liiiziird tho imputation of being obstinate and refractory on the first 
diiy of my probathni, I euffered myself to be led into ^ chamber, 
which was darkened by iny express stipulation, that my shame and 
confusion might bo tho bettor concealed ; and yielded to tho privi¬ 
lege of a dear husband, who loved mo to adoration. 

“About five o’clock in the afternrjon wo were called to dinner, 
which wo liad ordered to bo ready at bmr ; but such a paltry care 
had boon forgotten amidst the transports of our mutual bliss. We 
got up, however ; and when w'o came down stairs, 1 was ashamed 
to see tho light of day, c)r meet the eyes of my beloved lord. I ate 
little, said leas, w’as happy, though overwhelmed with confusion ; 
underwent a thousand agitations, somo of which 'ivere iiainful, but 
by far the greater part belonged to rapture and delight : wo were 
imparadised in tlie gratification of our mutual wishes, and felt all 
that love can bestow and sensibility enjoy. 

“In tho twilight we returned to Ijord W-’s lodgings in town, 

where I received a letter from my father, inijiorting that ho would 
never see me again ; but there was one circumstance in his manner 
of writing from wdiich I conceived a happj’^ presage of his future 
indulgence. Tie had begun with his usual appellation of ‘Rear 
Fanny,’ which, though it w'as expunged to make way for the word 
‘Madam,’ encouraged me to hopo that his paternal fondness was 
not yet extinguished. 

“i\t Bupiior we w'ore visited by Lord W-’s younger sister, 

who laughed at us for our inconsiderate match, though she owned 
she envied our happiness, and ofl’ered me the use of her clothes, 
until J could retrieve my own. Slic was a woman of a great deal 
of humour, plain ’out genteel, civil, friendly, and perfectly well- 
bred. She favoured us with her company till tlie night was pretty 
far advanced, and did not take her leave till we retired to our 
apartment. 

“As our lodgings wore not spacious or magnificent, we resolved 
to see little company ; but this ‘resolution was frustrated by the 

numerous acquaintance of Lord W -, who let in half the town ; 

so that I ran the gauntlet for a whole week among a set of wits, 
who always delight in teasing a young creature of any note, when 
she happens to make such a stolen match. Among those that 
visited us upon this occasion, was my lord’s younger brother, who 
was at that time in keeping with a rich heiress of masculine 
memory,.and took that opportunity of making a parade with his 
equipage, which was indeed very magnificent, but altogether dis¬ 
regarded by us, whose happiness consisted in the opulence of mutual 
love. 

“ This ceremony of receiving visits being performed, we weiifc to 

wait on his mother, the dueness of H-, who, hearing I was 

an heiress, readily forgave her son for marrying without her. 
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kiiowlodge and consent, and favoured us with a very cordial 
reception ; insomuch that, for several months, we dined almost 
constantly at her toble ; and I must own, I always found her 
unaltered in her civility and affection, contrary to her general 
character, which was haughty and capricious. She was un¬ 
doubtedly a woman of great spirit and understanding, but subject 
to an infirmity which very much im^jairS and disguises every other 
qualification. 

*‘In about throe weeks after our marriage, I was so happy as to 
obtain the forgiveness of my father, to whti.se house w'e repaired, 
in order to ])ay our respeets and submission. At sight of me he 
wept; nor did 1 behold his tears unmoved : rny heart was over¬ 
charged with tenderuoBs and sorrow for iiaving olFonded such an 
indulgent parent; so that I mingled my tears with his, while my 
dear husband, whoso soul was of the softest and gentlest mould, 
melted with sympathy at the atfecting .scene. Being thus recon¬ 
ciled to my father, we attended him into the country, where we 
wore reoeivod by my mother, who was a sensible, good woman, 
thougli not susceptible to love, and therefore less apt to excuse a 
W'oakness to wdiich she w'as an utter stranger. This was likewise 
the ca.so with an uncle, from whom I had great expectations. Ho 
W'^a.s a plain, good-natured man, and treated u.s with groat courtesy ; 
though his notions, in jjoint of love, were not exactly conformable 
t<i ours. Nevertheless, I was, and seemed tt) be, so happy in iny 
choice, that my family not only became .satislied with the .match, 
but extremely fond of Lord W-. 

“After a short stay with tliem in the country, wo returned to 
London, in order to bo introduced .at court, and then set out for the 

North, on a visit to my brother-in-law, the duke of H-, wdio 

had, by a letter to Lord W-, invited us to his liabitabion. My 

father accordingly equipped us with horses and money ; for our 
own finances wore extremely slcudov, consisting only of a small 
pension allowed by liis grace, u[)on whom the brothers were 
entirely dependent ; the falher having died suddenly, before 
suitable provision could be made for hi.s younger children. 

“ When 1 took iny leave of my relations, bidding adieu to my 
paternal homo, and found n^self launched into a world of care 
and trouble, though the voyage on which I had embarketl was 
altogether voluntary, and my companion the person on whom I 
doted to distraction,—could not help feeling some melancholy 
sensations, which, however, in a Httlo time gave way to a train of 
more agreeable ideas. 1 was visited in town by almost all the 
women of fashion, many of whom, I perceived, envied me the pos¬ 
session of a man who had made strange havoc among their hearts, 
and some of them knew tho value of his favour. One in particular 
endeavoured to cultivate ray friendship with singular marks of 
regard ; but I thought proper to discourage her vidvances, by 
keeping within the bounds of bare civility ; and indeed to none of 
thorn was I lavish of my coinplaisance ; for I dedicated my whole 
time to the object of my affection, who engrossed my wishes to such 
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a degree, that although I waa never jealous, because t had no reason 
to be so, I envied the happiness of every woman whom he chanced 
at any time to liand into a coach. 

“The duchess of -, who was newly married to the earl of 

P-, a particular friend of Lord W-’s, carried me to court, 

and presented me to the queen, who expressed her approbation of 
my person in very particular terms, and, observing the satisfaction 
tliat ajipeared in my countenance with marks of admiration, 
desired lier ladies to take notice, how little happiness depended 
U])on wealth, since there was more joy in my face than in all her 
court l)e3ide.s. 

“ Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm me with blushes, 
which her majesty .seemed to behold with jileasure; for she fre- 
(lueiitly repeated the remark, and showed me to all the foreigners 
of distinction, wdth many gracious expressions of favour. She wished 

Lord W-h.'ippiiies.s instead of joy, and was jdeased to promise 

that she would provide for her jirctty beggars : and iioor enough wo 
certainly were in every article but love. Nevertheless, we felt no 
necessities, Imt jiassed the summer in a variety of pleasures and 

parties ; the greatest part of avIucIi Avas planne<l by Lord W-’s 

sister, and another lady, Avho was at that time mistress to the prime 
minister. The fir.st Avas a wit, liut homely in her ])ersou ; t he other, 
a Avoman of great beauty and masculine understanding ; and a par¬ 
ticular friendship subsisted between them, though they AA'ore both 
lovers of ftovA^er and admiration. 

“This lady, who sat at tlio helm, Av-^as extremely elegant as well 
as expensive in her diversions, in many of AvhicU avo boro a share ; 
particularly in her parties upon the Avator, Avhich w'ere contrived in 
all tho magnificence of taste. In the course of these amusements, a 
trilling circum.stance occurred, Avhich I shall relate as an instance of 
that jealous sensibility Avhich clmraclcrized Lord W -’s disposi¬ 

tion. A large company oi Jadics and gentlemen having agreed to 
dine at Vauvliall, and snp at Marble-hall, Avhero aax* ]»ro[)osed to 
conclude tho oA’cning Avitli a dance, one barge being insuflicient to 
contain the whole company, a\'o were divideil by lofs ; in consoqutuico 
of Avhich my husband and 1 were parted. This separation was 
equally mortifying to us both, avIjo, thougli married, were still 
lovers ; and my chagrin Avas increased, Avhen I perceived that 1 was 

to sib by Sir \V. Y-, a man of jirofessod gallantry ; for, altlioiigli 

Lord W-had, before his marriage, made his addresses to every 

woman he saw, 1 knew very Avell ho did not desire that any person 
slumld make love to lii.s Avife. 

“That I might not therefore giAx umbrage by talking to this 
gallant, I conversed with a Scottish nobleman, who, according to 
common rej^ort, had formerly sighed among my admirers : by these 
means, in seeking to avoid one ei ror, I unwittingly jilungcd myself 

into a greater, and disobliged Tj<'rd W-so much, that ho could 

not conceal his displeasure ; nay, so deeply Avas he offended at my 
conduct, that in the evening, when thp ball began, he Avould scarce 
deign to take me by tho hand in the course of dancing, and darted 
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such unkind looks as pierced me to the very soul. Wliafc augmented 
my concern, was niy ignorance of the trespass I had committed. I 
was tortured with a thousand uneasy reflections : I began to fear 
that I liad mistaken his temper, and given my heart to a man who 
was tired of possession ; though I resolved to bear without complain¬ 
ing the misfortune I liad entailed upon myself. 

“I sailed the first opportunity of spSaking to him, and thereby 
discovered tlio cause of his chagrin ; but, as there was no time for 
expostulation, tlic misunderstanding continued on his side with 
such evident marks of uneasiness, that every individual of the 
company made u[) to mo, and inquired fibout the cause of his dis¬ 
order ; so that I was fain to amuse ilieir concern by saying that he 
had been ill the day before, and dancing did not agree with his 
constitution. So muoli was he incensed by tliis unhappy circum¬ 
stance of my conduct, which wa>^ viad (if all intention to offend 
him, that ho determined to be revenged of me for my indiscretion ; 
and at supper, cliancing to sit between two very handsome ladies 
(one of whom is lately dead, and the other at present iny neighbour 
in the conniry), ho affected an air of gaiety, and openly ctiquetted 
with them both. 

“Tliis w^is not the only punishmenl he inflicted on his innocent 
wife. In the course of our entcrtiiinment, wo engaged in some 
simple diversion, in consequence of whicli the gentlemen were 

ordered to salute the ladies ; when Lord W-, in i)orf(jrming this 

command, unkindly neglected mo in my turn ; ;ind 1 had occasion 
for all my discretion and pride, to conceal from the company the 
agonies I felt at this mark of indifl'eronce and disrespect. However, 
I obtained the victory over myself, and protended to laugh at his 
husband-like behaviour, while the tears stood in my eyes, and my 
heart swelled even to bursting. 

“Wo broke up about five, after having spent the most tedious 
evening I had ever knowui; and tliis o^biided lover went to bed in 
a state of sullen silence and disgust. Whatever desire L had to come 
to an explanation, I thought myself so much aggritived by his 
unreasonable prejudice, that T could not prevail upon myself to 
demand a conference till after his first nap, when, my pride giving 
way to my tenderness, 1 clashed him in my arms, thougli he pre¬ 
tended to discourage these advances of my love. T asked how he 
could bo BO unju.st as to take umbrage at my civility to a man 
whom he knew 1 had refused for his sake ; I chid him for his bar¬ 
barous endeavours to awaken my jealousy; and u.sed such irre¬ 
sistible arguments in my own vindication, that he was convinced 
of my innocence, scaled ray acquittal with a kind embrace, and we 
mutually enjoyed the soft transports of a fond reconciliation. 

“ Never was passion more eager, delicate, or unreserved than 
that which glowed within our breasts. Far from being cloyed 
with the possession of each other, our raptures seeuivd to increase 
with the term of our union. When we wore parted, though but 
for a few hours, by the ijeccssary avocations of life, we wore 
unhappy during that brief separation, and met again like lovers, 
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who knew no joy but in one another’s presence. How many 
delicious evenings did wo spend together, in our little apartment, 
after we had ordered the candles to be taken away, that we niight 
enjoy the agreeable reflection of the mo<7n in a line summer’s 
evening ! Such a mild and solemn scene naturally disposes the 
mind to peace and benevolence ; but wdien improved with the con¬ 
versation of the man one loves, it fills the imagination with ideas 

ineffable delight. For my own i)art, I can safely say, rny heart 
was so wholly engrossed by iny husband, that I never took pleasure 
iti any tliversion whore he was not personally concerned ; nor was 
I ever guilty of one thought repugnant to my duty and my love. 

“ In tlie autumn w'e set out for the North, and were met on tho 
road by the duke and twenty gentlemen, who conducted us to 

H-n, whero w'o lived in Jill imaginable splendour. His grace, 

at that time, mainfiiined .above a hundred servants, with a band 
of music, which always performed at dnnior ; kejit open table ; and 
W'as visited by a great deal of company. The economy of his house 
was superintended by hia oldest sister, a beautiful young lady of 
ail amiable temper, w'ith whom I soon contracted an intimate 
friendship. She and the duke used to rally me upon mj' fondness 

for Lord W-, who was a sort of a humourist, and apt to be in a 

pet; in which case ho w'ould leave the company, and go to bed by 
seven o’clock in tho evening. On these occasions, I always disap¬ 
peared, giving up every consideration to that of pleasing my 
husband, notwithstanding tlic ridicule of lu.s relations, who taxed 
mo wdth having spoiled him with too much indulgence. But how 
could I express too much tenderness and condescension for a man 
who doted upon mo to sucli excess, that when business obliged 
liim to leave me, he alw'ays snatched tlio first opjiortunity to return, 
and (fften rode through darkness, storms, and tempests, to my 
arms ? 

“Having stayed about geven months in this place, 1 found 
myself in a fair way of being a mother ; and that I might be near 
my own relations in such an interesting situation, I and my dear 

companion departed from H-n, not v/itbout great reluctance ; for 

I was fond of tho ^cots in general, who treated me with great 
hospitality and re 8 i) 0 ct ; and, totliis^day, they pay mo the compli¬ 
ment of saying I was one of the liest wives in that country, which 
is BO justly celebrated for good women. 

“Lord W-, having attended me to my father’s house, was 

obliged to return to ycotland, to support his interest in being 
elected member of parliament; so that lie took his leave of me, 
with a full resolution of seeing mo again before tho time of my 
lying-in; and all tho comfort T enjoyed in his absence was tho 
perusal of his letters, which T punctually received, together with 
those of his sister, who, from time to time, favoured mo with 
assurances his constancy and devotion. Indeed, these testi¬ 
monials were necessairy to one of my disposition; for T was none 
of those who could be contented witl^ half a heart. I could not 
even spare one complacent look ta any other woman, but expected 
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the undivided homage of his love. Had I been disappointed in 
this expectation, I should, though a wife, have rebelled or died. 

‘ ‘ Meanwhile, my parent treated me with great tenderness, 

intending that Lord W -should be settled in a house of his own, 

and accommodated with my fortune, and his expectations from the 
queen wore very sanguine, when 1 was taken ill, and delivered of 
a deaHl child, an event which affocSed me extremely. When I 
understood the extent of my misfortune, my heart throbbed with 
such violence that my breast (jould scarce contain it; and my 
anxiety, being aggravated by the absence of my lord, produced a 
dangerous fever, of which he was no sooner ajjprisod by letter, than 
ho came post from Scotland ; but before his arrival 1 was supposed 
to bo in fair way. 

“During i.liis journey, he was tortured with'all that terrible 
suspense which prevails in the mltids of those who are in danger 
of losing that which is most dear to them ; and when ho entered 
the house, was so much ovorwhelmi'd with apprehension, that ho 
durst not inquire about the shite of my health. As for my part, 1 
never closed an eye from the time on wliicli 1 expected his return ; 
and when I hoard his voice, I threw open my curtains, and sat up 
in the bed to receive him, though it the h.iiiard of my life. Ho 
ran towards me with all the eagerness of jjassion. and clasped me 
in his arms ; he kneeled by the bod-.sidc, kissed my hand a thous;ind 
times, and wept with transports of tendcrneH.s and joy. In short, 
this meeting was so pathetic as to overcome my enfeebled con- 
stituti(»n; and wo were parted by those who wore wiser than 
ourselves, and saw that nothing was so proper for us as a little 
repose. 

“ But how shall I relate the deplorable transition from envied hap¬ 
piness to excess of misery which 1 now sustained ! My month was 
hardly up, when my dear husband was taken ill; perhaps, the 
fatigue of body as well as mind, which he had undergone on my 
account, occasioned a fatal ferment of his blood, and his health fell a 
sacritice to his love. Physicians were called from London ; bub, alas ! 
they brought no hopes of his recovery. By their ailvice, he was 
removed to town, for the convenience of being punctually attended. 
Every moment was too preaious to be thrown away ; he was there¬ 
fore immediately put into the coach, though the day was far spent; 
and I, though exceedingly w^eak, accompanied him in the journey, 
which was performed by the light of flambeau.s, and rendered 
unspeakably shocking by the dismal apprehension of losing him 
cvQiy moment. 

“At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings in Pall-mall, 
where 1 lay by him on the floor, and attended the issue of hifl dis¬ 
temper in all the agonies of horror and despair. In a little time 
*his malady settled upon his brain, and in his delirium he uttered 
such dreadful exclamations, as wore sufficient to%pierce the most 
savage heart; what effect then must they have had on mine, which 
was fraught with every sentiment of the most melting affection 1 It 
was not a common grief that took possession of my soul; I felt all 
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the aggravation of the most acute distress. T sometimes ran down 
to the street in a fit of distraction: I sent for the doctors every 
minute; 1 wearied Heaven with my prayers ; even now my 
heart aches at the remembrance of what I suffered, and I cannot, 
without trembling, proceed with the woful story. After having 
lain insensible some days, he recovered the use of speech, and 
called u])on my name, wlifcli ho had a thousand times repeated 
while he was bereft of reason. All hopes of his life were now relin- 
qiiislied, and 1 was led to his bedside to receive his last adieu, 
being directed to summon all iiiy fiirtitiido, and suppress 1113'^ sor¬ 
row, that he might not be disturbed by my agitation. 1 collected 
all my rc.solution to supjjort me in tln-s afi'ecting scene. 1 saw 
my dear lord in extremity. The beauties of his youth were all 
decayed ; yet his eyes, though languid, retained unspeakable 
sweetness and ex[)res8ion. He felt his end approaching, put forth 
his hand, and, with a look full of complacency and .benevolence, 

uttered such a tender talc-good Heaven I how liad 1 deserved 

such accumulated affliction, the bare rememhi’ance of which now 
melts me into tears ? Human nature could not irndeigo my situa¬ 
tion without sutfering an ecstasy of grief. I cLcsped him in my 
arms, and kissed him a thousand times, with the niost violent 
emotions of woe ; but T was torn from his embrace, and in a little 
time he was ravished for ever from my view. 

“On th.-it fatal nionnng which put a period to his life, 1 saw the 
duchess of L-ap]>roaeh 1113^ bed, and, from her apiiearanco, con¬ 

cluded that he was no more ; yet 1 begged she w'ould not coiifinii 
the uiihap]i5' presage, by announcing liis death ; and she accord¬ 
ingly preserved the most emphatic silence. I got up, and trod 
softly over his head, as if I had been afraid of interrupting his 
rejioso. Alas ! he was no longer sensible of such disturbance. I 
was seized with a stupefaction ()f sorrow ; 1 llirew up the window, 
and, looking around, thougi.Utho sun shone with the most dismal 
aspect; everything was solitary, cheerless, and replete 

“in this condition J was, by the direction of my 
veyed to her house, where my faculties w'cro so over^Wered 
the load of anguish which oppre.sscd.iue, that 1 kmnl' pot what 
passed during the lirst days of my unhapjiy w'idowliood'} this only 
I know ; the kind duchess treated me with all imaginable care and 
compassion, and carried me to her country house, whex'e I stayed 
some months ; during which, she endoavourcMl to comfort me with 
all the amusements she could invent, and laid me under such obliga¬ 
tions as shall never be erased from luy remembrance ; yet, notwith¬ 
standing all her care and concern, I was, by my excess of grief, 
plunged into v% languishing distemper, for which my. physicians 
advised me to drink the Bath waters. ^ 

“In complia*ce with this prescription, T went thither towards 
the end of summer, and found some benefit by adhering to their 
directions; tliough I seldom went abroad, except when I visited 
niy sister-in-law, who was there with the princess j and, upon these 
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occasions, I never failed to attract the notice of the company, who 
were struck with the appearance of such a young creature in 
weeds. Norway I free from the persecution of professed admirers : 
but, })eing dead to all joy, 1 was deaf to the voice of adulation. 

“About Christmas I repaired to my father’s house, whore my 
sorrows were revived by every object tj^at recalled the idea of my 
dear lafticnted lord. But those melancholy reflections I was obliged 
to heal*, because I had no other home or habitation ; being left an 
unprovided widow, altogether dependent on the atfection of my 
own family. During this winter, divers overtures were made to 
my father, by people who demanded mo in marriage ; but my 
heart was not yet suftit'ieiitlv w'caiiod from my former passion, to 
admit the thoughts of another master. Among those that j)re- 
sentod their j)roj»o.sals, was a certain vimng nobleman, who, upon 
the first news of Lord W— death, eamo post from Paris, in 
order to declare his jiassioti. lie made his first appearance in a 
lured cJiariot and six, aecomjiauied by a big fat fellow, whom, as I 
afterwards learned, he had engaged to sound Ins praises, w’ith th.o 
promise of a thousand jiouuds, in lieu of which ho paid him with 
forty. AVhether it was with a view of screening himself from the 
cold, or of making a cumfortablo medium in ease of being over¬ 
turned, and falling under his weighty eom])aiiion, I know not; but 
certain it is, the carriage was stufled with hay in such a manner, 
that, Avlieii he arrived, the sei vants were at some pains in rum¬ 
maging and removing it, before they could come at their master, 
or help him to .ilight. When he Avas lifted out of the chariot, he 
exhibited a very ludierou.s figure to the view ; he was a thin, 
meagre, sliiveriiig creat ure, of a low stature, witii little black eyes, 
a long nose, sallow complexion, and pitted witli the small pox ; 
dressed in a coat of light brown frieze, lined with pink-coloured 
shag, a monstrous solitaire and liag, and, if I remember right, a 
pair of huge jack-boots. In a word.^iis wdiole appearance was so 
little calculated for inspiring love, that I had, on the strength of 
seeing him once before at Oxford, set liim down as the last man on 
earth Avhom I would choose to wed ; and I will venture to affirm, 
tlujit ho was in every particular the very reverse of my late 
husband. • 

“ As my father Avas not at home, ho stayed but one evening, and 
left liis errand Avith my mother, to whom he Avas as disagreeable as 
to myself; so that his jiroposal was absolutely rejected, and I heard 
no more of him during the space of three whole months, at tho 
expiration of which I Avenb to town, Avhoro this mortifying figure 
presented itself again, and renewed his suit, olFeririg such advan¬ 
tageous terms of soitlomeiit, Uiat rny hither began to relish the 
match, and Avarmly recommended it to my consideration. 

“ Lord W-'s relations advised mo to embrace tho opportunity 

of making myself independent; all my acquaintemce plied me 
with arguments to the same purposo ; I Avak uneasy at home, and 
indifferent to all mankind. •! weighed the motives with tho objec¬ 
tions, and with reluctance yielded to the importunity of my friends. 



350 


PEKEGRINE PICKLE. 


In consequence of this detormination, the little gontloinan was per¬ 
mitted to visit me; and tlie manner of his address did not at all 
alter the opinion I had conceived of hia character and understand¬ 
ing. I was even shocked at the prospect of marrying a man whom 
I could not love ; and, in order to disburthon my own conscience, 
took an opportunity of telling him, one evening, as we sat opposite 
to each other, that it was not in my power to command my afiroction, 
and therefore ho could not expect the possession of my heart, Lord 

W-’a indulgence having spoiled mo for a wife ; nevertheless, I 

would endqavouv to contract a friendship for him, which would 
entu-ely depend upon his own behaviour. 

‘ ‘ To this declaration ho replied, to my great surprise, that he did 
not desire mo to love him ; my friendship was sufKciciit; and next 
day repeated this strange instance of moderation in a. letter, which 
I communicated to my sister, who laughed heartily at the contents, 
and jjersuadod me, that, since I could love no man, ho was tlie 
properost person to be 1113^ husband, 

“ According!}", the wedding-clothes and cquii^age being prepared, 
the day—the fattd day—was lixed ! on the inorning of wl'.ich, I 

went to the house of my brother-in-law, the duke of H-, who 

loved me tenderly, and took my leave of the famil}",—a family 
which I shall always remember with lovo, honour, and esteem. Ilis 
grace received mo in the most aflectionate manner, sa3ung, at 

parting, ‘ Lady W-, if ho docs not use 3"ou well, 1 will take you 

back again.’ 

“The bridegroom and I met at Ox-Chapel, where the cere¬ 
mony was performed by the bishop (>f W-, in presence of his 

lordsliip’s mother, my father, and another lady. Tho nuptial knot 
being tied, we set out f»)r my ffilher's house in the countiy, and 
proceeded full twenty miles on our jounuy, before my lord opened 
his mouth, my thoughts having boon all that time employed on 
something quite foreign to iriy present situation ; for I was then 
but a giddy girl of eigliteon. At length, my fatJier broke silence, 
and, clapping his lordship on tho shoulder, told him ho was but a 
dull bridegroom ; upon which my lord gave him to understand 
that he was out of spirits. This deject ion continued all the day, 
notwithstanding the refreshment of 2>l^id;iful dinner, which he 
ate uijoii the road ; and in the evening we arrived at the i)laco of 
our destination, where we were kimlly received by my mother, 
though she had no liking to tho matcli; and after supper we retired 
to our apartment. 

“ It was hero that I had occasion to jierceive the most disagree¬ 
able contrast between my ijrescnt lieli 3 roatc and my former lord. 
Instead of flying to my arms with all the eagerness of love and 
rapture, this flianly representative sat mojiing in a comer, like a 
criminal on execution-day, and owned he was ashamed to bed with 
a woman whose hand ho had scarce ever touched. 

“ 1 could not help being affected with his pusillanimous be¬ 
haviour : I remembered Lorn W-, vAiiio I surveyed the object 

before me, and made such a comparison as fill^ me with horroF 
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and disgust; nay, to such a degree did my aversion to this phan¬ 
tom prevail, that I began to sweat with anguish at the thought of 
being subjected to his pleasure : and when, after a long hesitation, 
he ventured to approach mo, I trembled as if 1 had been exposed 
to the embraces of a rattle-snake. Nor did the efforts of his love 
diminish this antipathy. Ilia attornpts^were like the pawings of 
an imp,'sent from hell to seize and torment some guilty wretch, 
such as are exhibited in some dramatic performance, which 1 never 
see acted without romombciing my wedding-night. By such 
shadowy, unsubstantial, vexatious behaviour, was I tj^ntalized, 
and robbed of iriy repose ; an<l early next moming 1 got up, with a 
most sovereign contempt for my bedfellow, who indulged himself 
in bed till eleven. 

“Having passed a few days in this place, T wont home with him 
to his house at Twickenham ; .jnd soon alter w'e were j)ro8ent^d at 
court, w'hen tlm queen was pleased to say to my lord’s int>ther, she 
did not doubt that wc should bo a happy coujdc, for 1 had been a 
good wife to my former husband. 

“Whatever deficioncics I had to complain of in my new spouse, 
ho was not wanting ‘in point of liberality : L was in esonted vrith a 
very fine chariot studded with silver nails, and such a profusion 
of jewels, as furnished a joke to some of my acquaintance, who 
observed that I was formerly queen of hearts, but now metamor¬ 
phosed into tlie (pioon of diamonds. I now also had an opportu¬ 
nity, which 1 did not let slip, of paying Lord W——’s debts from 
my privy purse : and on that score I'eceived the thanks of his elder 
brother, who, tliough ho had undertaken to discharge tliem, delayed 
the, execution of his purpose longer tlian I thought they should 
remain unpaid. This uncommon spendour attracted tlie eyes and 
envy of my competitors, who were the more implacable in their 
resentments, because, notwithstanding my maiTiage, I was as 
much as ever followed Viy the men‘of gallantry and pleasure, 
among whom it is a constant maxim, that a woman never withholds 
1 ier alfoctiona from her husband w'ithout an intention io bestow 
them somewhere else. 1 never appeared without a train of ad¬ 
mirers, and my house in the country was alwaj's crowded with gay 
young men of ipiality. • 

“Among those who cultivated my good graces with the grcfitosb 

skill and assiduity, were the Eaid C-, and Mr. S-, brother 

te Lord F-; the former of whom, in the course of his addresses, 

treated me with an entertainment of surprising magnificence, dis¬ 
posed into a dinner, supper, and ball, to which I, at his desire, 
invited eleven ladies, whom he paired with the like number of his 
own sex; so that the whole company amounted to twenty-four. 
We were regaled with a nu»st elegant dinner in ah apartment 
wliich was altogether superb, and served by gentlemen only, no 
livery servant being permitted to come within the door. In the 
. afternoon we embarked in two splendid barges, being attended by 
a 'band of rtmsic in a tliii’d ; %.nd enjoyed a delightful evening upon 
the liver till the twilight, when we returned, and began the ball, 
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which was conducted with such order and taste, that mirth and 
good humour prevailed. No dissatisfaction appeared, except in 
j^he countenance of one old maid, since married to a son c»f the duke 

of-, who, thougli she would not refuse to })artako of such an 

agreeable enterbaininont, was disjdeased that 1 should have the 
honour of inviting her. ,0 baleful Envy ! thou self-tormenting 
frond ! how dost thou predominate in all assemblies, from tne grand 
gala of a court to the meeting of simple peasants at their harvest- 
home ! Nor is the ju’evalence of this sordid passion to be wondered 
at, if we consider the weakness, pride, and vanity of our sex. The 
presence of one favourite man shall poison the enjoyment of a 
whole company, and produce the most I’ancorous enmity, betwixt 
the closest friends. 

“1 daircod with the master of the ball, wlio employed all the 
artillery of his eloquence in making love ; yet 1 did not listen to 
his addresses, for ho was not to my taste, though he po.sscssed an 
agreeable person, and a good acquired understanding ; but he was 
utterly ignorant of tliat gentle prevailing art which I afterwards 

experienced in Mr. S-, and winch Avas tJie only method he could 

have successfully practised in .seducing a young woman like me, 
born with sentiments of honour, and trained up in tlic paths of 
religion and virtue. This young gentleman Avas, indeed, absolute 
master of those insinuating quahtications wdiich few women of 
jiassion and sensibility can I’osist; and b;id a person every way 
adapted for profiting by these*, insidious talents. lie was well 
acepiaintcd with the human heart, conscious of his own power and 
capacity, and exercised these endowments with uinvearied perse¬ 
verance. Ho was tall and thiii, of a shape and size perfectly 
agreeable to my taste, with largo blue eloquent eyes, good teeth, 
and a long head turned to gallantry. His behaviour was the 
standard of politeness, and all his advances were \5on(iuctcd Avith 
the most profound rcsjAect, A\hich is the most eflectu,‘il expedient a 
man can use against us, if he can find means to persuade us that 
it proceeds from the excess and delicacy of his passion. It is no 
other than a silent compliment, by which our accomplishments are 
continually flattered ; and pleases in proportion to the supposed 
understanding of him who pays it. ^ 

“By these arts and advantages this consummate politician in 
love began by degrees to saj) the foundations of my conjugal faith : 
he stole imperceptibly into my aflection, and, by dint of oppor¬ 
tunity, winch he w’ell knew Jujav to improve, triumphed, at last, 
over all his rivals. 

“Nor was he the only person that disputed my heart with Earl 

0 -. That nobleman was also rivalled by Lord 0 . H-, a 

Scotchman, a^Iio had been an intimate and relation of ray former 
husband. Him I Avould have preferred to most of his competitors, 
and actually ‘coquetted Avith him for some time ; but the amour 
was interrupted by his going to Ireland ; upon which occasion, 
understanding that he was but indifferently provided with money, 
I made him a present of a gold snuff-box, in which was inclosed a 
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bank-note ; a trifling mark of my esteem» which he afterwards 
justified by the most grateful, friendly, and genteel behaviour; 
and, as wo corresponded by letters, I frankly told him that Mr. 

S-had stopped in, and won the palm from all the rest of my 

admirers. 

“This ^ew favourite’s mother and ststers, who lived in the 
neighbourhood, were my constant comj)}mions; and, in conse¬ 
quence of this intimacy, he never let a day pass without paying 
his respects to me in person; nay, so ingenious vras he in con¬ 
triving the means of promoting his suit, that whether I rode or 
walked, u'ent abroad or stayed at home, he was always of course one 
of the part}^; so that his design seemed to engross his whole vigilance 
and attention. Tlius he studied my disposition, and esta'blishod him¬ 
self ill my good opinion at the same time, lie found that my heart 
was susceptible of every tender impression, and Siiw that 1 was not 
free from the vanity of youth : he had already acquired my friend¬ 
ship and esteem, from which ho knew there was a short and easy 
transition to love. By his penetration, choosing proper seasons for 
the theme, ho urged it with sucli pathetic vows and artful adula¬ 
tion, as well might captivate a young woman of my complexion 
and inexperience, and circumstanced as 1 was with a husband 
whom 1 had such reason to despise. 

“ Though he thus made an insensible progress in my heart, ho 
did nob find my virtue any easy conquest; and I myself was 
ignorant of the advantage ho had gained, with regard to my incli¬ 
nations, until I was convinced of his success by an alarm of 
jealousy which T one day felt, at seeing him engaged in conver¬ 
sation with another lady. 1 forthwith recognized this symptom 
of love, with wliich 1 had been formerly acquainted, and trembled 
at the discovery of my own weakness. 1 underwent a strange 
agitation and mixture of contrary sensaWons; I was pleased with 
the passion, yet ashamed of avowing it oven to my own mind. The 
rights of a husband, though mine w^as but a nominal one, occurred 
to my reflection, and virtue, modesty, and honour forbade me to 
ucherish the guilty flame. 

‘ ‘ When I encouraged these Ij^udable scrujdcs, and resolved to 
sacrifice my love to duty and reputation, my lord was almost every 
day employed in riding post to my father, with complaints of my 
conduct, which was hitherto irreproachable ; though the greatest 
grievance which ho protended to have suffered wa.s my refusing to 
comply wnth his desire, when he ontroatod mo to lie a whole hour 
every morning, with my neck uncovered, that, by gazing, he might 
quiet the perturbation of his spirits. From this request you may 
judge of the man, as well as of the regard I must entertain for his 
character and disposition. 

“During the whole summer I was besieged by my artfid undoer, 
and in the autumn set out with my lord for Bath, where, by reason 
of the intimacy that subsisted between our families, we lived in, 
the same house with my lover and his sister, who, with anotlier. 
agreeable young lady,'accompanied us in this expedition. By tbi|; 
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time Mr. S-had extorted from mo a confession of a mutual 

flame, though I assured him that it should never induce me to give 
up the valuable posaosaions of an unspotted character and a con¬ 
science void of offence. I offered him all the enjoyment he could 
reap from an unreserved intercourse of souls, abstracted from any 
sensual consideration. /Ho eagerly embraced the Platonic pro¬ 
posal, because ho had sagacity enough to foresee the iKSSue of such 
chimerical contracts, and knew me too well to think he could 
accomplish his purpose without seeming to acquiesce in my own 
terms, and cultivating my tenderness under the specious pretext. 

“In consequence of this agreement, we took all opportunities of 
seeing each otlier in private ; and those interviews were spent in 
mutual protestations of disinterested love. This correspondence, 
though dangerous, was on my side efjually innocent and endearing ; 
and many happy hours wo })assed before my sentiments wore dis¬ 
covered. At length my lover was taken ill, and tlien my passion 
burst out beyond the power of concealment; my grief and anxiety 
became so conspicuous in my eountenaiico, and my behaviour was 
BO indiscreet, that eveiybody in the house perceived the situation 
of iny thoughts, and blamed my conduct accordingly. 

“Certain it is I was extremely inij»rudent, though intentionally 
innocent. I have lain whole nights l)y my lord, wdio teased and 
tormented me for that which noitlier I could give nor he could 
take, and ruminated on tlio fatal conso/pieiice of this unhappy 
flame, until I was worked into a fever of disquiet. I saw there 
was no safety but in flight, and often determined to banish myself 
for ever from the sight of this dangerous intruder ; but ray reso¬ 
lution always failed fit the approach of day, and my desire of 
seeing him as constantly recurred. So far w'as I from persisting 
in such commendable delermiiifitioiis, that, on the eve of our 
departure from Batli, I felt the keenest pangs oi sorrow at our 
approaching separation ; and as wc could not on joy our private 
interviews at my house m towm, I promised to visit him at his own 
apartments, after ho li.id swoni by all tliat is sacred that ho w'ould 
take no sinister advantage of my condescension, by presuming 
upon the opportunities I should give. 

“ He kcjjt his word; for lie saw 1 trusted to it with fear and 
trembling, and perceived that my apprehension was not affocted, 
but the natural concern of a young creature, distracted between 
love and duty, whom, had ho alarmed, he never would have S^en 
w ithin his doors .'igain. Instead of pressing mo with solicitations 
in favour of his passion, ho was more than ever respectful and 
complaisant; so that T found myself disengaged of all testraint, 
conducted the conversation, shortened and repeated my visits at 
my own pleasure, till at last 1 became so accustomed to this com¬ 
munication, that his hoiiBO was as familiar to me as my own. 

“Havihg in this manner secured himself in my confldeQoa, he. 
resumed the favourite topic of love, and, wanning my imagittation 
by gradual advances on the subject, my heart begnh' to pimt. 
When he saw me thus moved, lie snatched the favourable occaeion 
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to practise all his oloqueiico and art: I could not his energy, 
nor even fly from iho temptation that assiuled mjk until ho liad 
obtained a promiso that ho should, at our next. JgAtiag, reap the 
fruits of his tedious expectation. Upon this I was per¬ 
mitted to retire, and blessed Heaven for my fully deter¬ 

mined to continue in the path of virtuij^ 1 hau^itherto trod, and 
stifle th# criminal flame by which my pe^eijlmd reputation were 
endangered. But his idea, which reigned^i niy heart without 
control, soon balffled all these prudent sugj^tions. 

“I saw him again; and he reminded me of my promise, which 
1 endeavoured to evade with aiiectod pleasantry ; upon which ho 
manifested the utmost disjdeasuio and chagrin, shedding some 
crocodile tears, and upbraiding me with levity and indifference. 
He observed, that h.o had solicited iny favour for ten long montlia 
without intermission, and ima'j;inod 1 hatl held out so long on 
virtuous motiviis only ; but now ho could plainly perceive that his 
want of success had been owing to my want of affection, and that 
all my professions were insincere : in a word, he persuaded nio that 
his remonstrances wore just and reasonable. I could not see the 
affliction of a man I loved, when I know it was in my pow’cr to 
remove it; and, rather than forfeit his opinion of my sincerity and 
love, I consented to his wish. My heart now flutters at the remem¬ 
brance of the dear, though fatal indiscretion ; yet 1 reflect without 
remorse, and even remember it with j)leasure. 

“ if 1 could not avoid the censure of the world, I was resolved 
to bear it without repining; and sure the guilt, if there was any 
in my conduct, was but venial; for 1 considered myself as a person 

absolved of all matrimonial ties, by the insignificance of Lord-, 

who, though a mnninal husband, was in fact a mere nonentity. I 
therefore contracted a new engagement -wnth my lover, to which I 
resolved to adhere with the most scrupulous fidelity, without the 
least intention of injuring my lord or«his relations ; for had our 
mutual passion produced any visible olfoots, 1 would immediately 
have renounced and abandoned my husband for over, that the finiit 

of rny love for Mr. S-might not have inhci’ifed, to the detriment 

of the right heir. This was my determination, which 1 thought 
just, if not prudenf.; and for amIucIi 1 have incurred the imputation 
of folly, in the opinion of this wise and honest generation, by W'hose 
example and advice I have, since that time, been a little reformed 
in point of prudentials, though 1 still retain a strong tendency to 
return to my primitive way of tliinking. 

“ When I quitted Mr. S-, after the sacrifice I had made, and 

returned to my own bed, it may perhaps be supposed that 1 slept 
but little. True; 1 was kept awake by the joyful impatience of 
reviriiting my lover. Indeed, 1 neglected no opportunity of flying 

to his arms. When Lord-was in the country wo enjoyed 

each other’s comjMiny without interruption; but when he resided 
in town, our correspondence was limited to stolon interviews, 
which were unspeakably delioious, as genuine love presided at i^e 
entertainment. 
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“ Such was my happiness in the course of this tender communica¬ 
tion, that to this day I remember it with pleasure, though it has 
cost mo dear in the sequel, and was at that time enjoyed at a coii- 
sidcrablo expense; for I devoted myself so entirely to rny lover, 
who was dc.siroii 3 of engrossing my time and thoughts, that ray 
actiuaintance, wliich was- very numoi'ous, justly accused mo of 
neglect, and of consequence c«)olcd in their friendships ; ^ut I was 
‘ ail for love, or the world well lost; ’ and wore the same oppor¬ 
tunity to offer, I w'onld act tho same conduct over again. 

“Some there arc who pos.sibly may wonder how I could love 
twice with sucli violence of affection ; but all such observers must 
bo unacquainted with tho human heart. Mine was naturally adapted 
for the tender passions ; and had been so fortunate, so cherished, 
in it.s first impressions, that it felt with joy the same sensations 
revive, when influenced by the same engaging qualifications. Cer¬ 
tain it is, I loved tho second time as well a.s the ‘first, and better 
was impossible. 1 gave up my all for both : fortune and my 
father’s favour for tho one ; nqmtatioii, friends, and fortune for the 
other. Yet, notwithstanding this intimate connection, 1 did not 
relinquish the world all at once; on tho contrary, I si ill appeared 
at court, and attracted the notice and apjirobation of my royal 

patroness. I danced with tho P -of W-; a circumstance 

which so nearly atfected Mr. S-, who was pro.sont, that, in order 

to manifest his resentment, he chose the ugliest woman in the ball 
for his partner; and 1 no sooner pcrcoi\ed his uneasiness, than I 
gave over, with a view of appeasing his disidcasuro. 

“Without repeating partioubir circumstances, let it suffice to 
say, our mutual passion was a perfect cojiy of tliat which had 

subsisted between me and my dear lord \V-; it was jealous, 

molting, and delicate, and clieciuered with little accidents, which 
servo to animate and maintain the flame in its first ardency of rap¬ 
ture. When my lover waS sick, I attended and nursed him with 
indefatigable temlorncss and care; and during an indisposition 
which J caught in tho performance of this agreeable office, ho dis¬ 
charged tho obligation with all the warmth of sympathy and love. 

“It was, hiiwcver, judged necessary by the physicians that I 
should use the Bath waters for thb recovery of my health ; and I 
set oui for that place, glad of a pretence to be absent from Lord 

-, with whom I lived on very unhappy terms. He had, about 

nine months after our marriage, desired that we might sleep in 
separate beds, and gave a very whimsical reason for this proposal, 
He said, tho immensity of his love deprived him of tho power of 
gratification ; and that some commerce with an object, to which his 
heart was pot attached, might, by diminishing the transports of his 
spirits, recompose his nerves, and enable him to enjoy the fruits of 
his good fortune. 

“You mSy be aui;e I made no objections to this plan, which was 
imniediately put in execution. He made his addresses to a nymph 
of Drury-lane, whose name, as he told me, was Mrs. Koch. She 
made shift to extract some money from her patient; but his infirmity 
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waa beyond the power of her art, though she made some mischief# 
between us; and I communicated my suspicion to the duke of 

H-, who intended to have expostulated with her upon the 

subject; but she got intimation of his design, and saved him the 
trouble by a precipitate retreat. 

“After my return from Bath, where l^r.S-and I had lived 

happily, \mt\\ we were iiitcrruptcd by the arrival of my husband, 
his lordship expressed an inclination to be my bedfellow again. In 
this particular I desired to be excused : T would not bo the first to 
propose the separation, which, though usual in other countries, is 
contrary to the custom in England, being unwilling to furnish the 
least handle for censure, as my char.icter was still unblemishod ; 
yet, when the proposal came from him, I thought myself entitled 
to refuse a re-union, to which I accordingly objected.’ 

“This opposition produced a quirri-l, which rose to a state of 
perpetual animosity ; so that wo began to talk of parting. My lord 
relished the expedient, agreeing to add three hundied pounds a 
year to my pin-money, which, by the bye, was never paid ; and 1 
renounced all state and grandeur, to live in a small house that 1 
hired at Carshalton, where I passed my time for two months, in 
the most agreeable retirement, with my dear lover. At length I 
was disturbed by tJio intrusion of my lord, who molested me with 
visits and solicitations to return, [iretcnding that ho had changed 
his mind, and insisting ujion my compliance with his desire. 

“1 exhausted my invention in endeavours to evade liis request, 
but he persecuted me without ceasing ; so that 1 was fain to capitu¬ 
late, on condition th.at ho should immediately set out for France, and 
that he should not presume to apiiroach my bed until our arrival 
at Calais. We accordingly departed for th.it kingdom ; and, far 
from infringing the least article of our treaty, liis lordsliip did not 
insist upon his privilege before we reached the capital of France. 

“ Meanwhile, I began to feel the ofl'itit of my jiasaion in a very 
interesting manner, and communicated my discovery to the dear 
author of it, who would not leave nio in such an allecting situation, 
but took the first opportunity of following us to Franco. 

“In our road to Paris, we stop]ied to visit Chantilly, a magnifi¬ 
cent chiUeau belonging to the prince of CondiJ, and there met by 
accident with some English noblemen, to whom I was known. The 
prince and his sisters invited mo very politely into the gallery 
where they sat. They complimented me on my person, and seemed 
to admire my dress, which was altogether new to tliein, being a 
blue English riding-habit, trimmed w'ith gold, and a hat with a 
feather. They were particularly well pleased with my hair, which 
hung down to my waist; and pressed me to stay a ff)rtnight at 
their house,—an invitation which I was very much mortified at 
being obliged to refuse, because my lord did not understand the 
French language. 1 was enchanted with the place atid the com¬ 
pany, the women being amiable, and the men polite : nor were 
they Strangers to my name find story ; for Mr. S—— calling at 
the same place a few days after, tlioy rallied him on my account. 
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* “ When we arrived at Paris, the first thing 1 did was to meta¬ 
morphose myself into a French woman, I cut off my hair, hid a 
very good complexion of my own with l ouge, reconciled myself to 
powder, whicli I had never used before, put on a robe with a lai^e 
hoop, and went to the Tuileries, full of spirits and joy ; for at that 
time everything conspired Ao make me happy : I had health, youth, 
and beauty, love, vanity, and aftluence ; and found myfeelf sur¬ 
rounded with diversions, which were gay, new, and agreeable." 
My appearance drew upon me the eyes of the w'holo comi^any, who 
considered me as a stranger, but not a foreigner, so completely was 
1 equi[)ped in the fashion of the French ; and when they under¬ 
stood who I was, they applauded my person with the most lavish 
encomiums, according to their known politeness. 

“After having made a circuit round all the public places of 
entertainment in Paris, I was,, introduced into company by an 
English family residing in that city : and among •others became 
acquainted with a French lady, wliose charms were remarkably 

attractive. The diiko of K-was her admirer ; but she lived in 

reputation with her mother and an agreeable sister, whose lover 

was the prince of C-, for almost every lady in Franco has her 

ainvint. 

“ With this chaniiiiig woman, who.se name was Madame de la 

T-, I often made parties of pleasure. The duke, Mr. S-, she, 

and I used to meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which is a pleasant 
wood at a small distance from I*ariH, wliither the company repairs, 
in the summer season, for the benefit of the air ; and, after liaving 
amused ourselves among the groves, embarked in his grace’s 
equipage, which was extremely elegant, being a calash drawn by 
six line long-tailed grays, adoinod with ribbons in the French 
taste ; and thus we were conducted to a little enchanted, or at 
least enchanting, jialaco, possessed by the duke, at one end of the 
town. The lower apaitmoiit, appropriated to me, was furnished 
with yellow and silver; the bed surrounded with looking-glasses; 
and the door opened into the garden, laiil out in a cradle-walk, and 
intervening parterres of roses and other flowers. Above stairs my 
female companion lodged in a chamber furnished with chintz. Wo 
supped together in the saloon, which, though small, was perfectly 
elegant. The company was always good-humoured, the conversation 
sprightly and joyous, and tlio scone, tliough often repeated, still 
delightful and entertaining: 

“At other times, Mr. S-and T used to pass our evenings at 

the palace of the prince of C-, which his highness lent'us for 

our accommodation : the apartments opened into the gardens of the 
Luxembourg, and were, in point of magnificence, suitable to the 
owner. Thither I used to repair in, a flaming equipage, on pretefnee, 
of visiting, and spent the best part of the night with him who was 
dearer to md than all,the princes in the world. ■ 

“While 1 was happiljr engaged in these ravishing parties, my 
little lord was employed in enbrts to f-ecover his health by testora-^ 
tives, and 1 know not what; for he still lamented the enfeebling 
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effects of his passion, and complained that he loved me more like 
an angel than a woman, though he strove to govern his affection 
aecordin<j to the doctrines of the Christian religion, as he regulated 
his life by tho maxims of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden. The 
meaning of this declaration I could never learn; and, indeed, I 
have been often tempted to believe ho had no meaning at all. 

“Bo that as it will, I found my size visibly increasing, and my 
situation extremely uneasy, on account of the perpetual wrangling 
which prevailed betwixt us, in consequence of his de.siring to sleep 
with mo again, after we had parted beds for the second time ; and, 
that I miglit no longer be exjmsed to such disagreeable persecution, 
I resolved to leave him, though at the h.azard of my life. 

“Thus dotorminod, 1 wont to the British ambassador in a 
hackney-coach ; and, in order to disguise my youth, which might 
have prepossessed him against my judgxmuit, mulHed myself up in 
a black hood, xxdiich, as he said, instead of lending an air of gravity 
to my countenance, added a wildness to my looks which was far 
from being disagreeable, lie hud been a gallant man in his youth : 
and even then, though well stricken in years, was not insensibla to 
tho power of beauty. Tliis disposition, }>erhap3, rendered him 
more favourable to my cause, though he at first advised me to 
return to my husband ; but finding mo obstinate, he undertook to 
serve me in my own way, and procure protection from the French 
king, by virtue of which I could live at Paris unmolested by my 
lord. Nevertheless, he advised me, if 1 wm,s determined to leave 
him, to make the best of my w ay ta) England, and sue for a divorce. 

“ I relished his opinion, and concealed myself about three days 
ill Parks, during which L borrowed some linen ; for, as it was impos¬ 
sible tA> convey anything out of my own house without suspicion, 
I had neither clothe.s for my accommodation, nor a servant to wait 
on me. 

“ Tn this solitary condition I took tho road to Flanders, after I 
had pub my lord upon a wrong scent, by writing a letter to him, 
dated at C.alais, and travelled through an unknown countiy, 
without any other attendant than the postilion ; being subjected 
to this inconvenience by the laws of France, which are so severe in 
some particulai's, that if any person had been .apprehended with 
mo, he would have suffered death, for going off with a man’s wife ; 
though any man might go to bed wuth the same woman without 
fear of incurring any legal punishment. 

“I proceeded night and day without intermission, that I might 
the sooner reach Flanders, where I knew I should be safe ; and as 
the nights were excessively cold, I wiis fain to wrap myself up in 
flannel, which I bought for tho pu^ose, as I had no clothes to keep 
mo, warm, and travelled in an open chaise. While we passed 
through dreary woods, quite remote from tho habitations of men, I 
vraa not without apprehension of being stripped and jpiurdered by 
the postilion; and in all probability owed my safety to the 
indigence of my appearance^ which might also protect me in. two 
miseraUo places where I was obliged to lie, before t got out of the 
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territories of Franco; for, as I could not reach the great towns 
where I intended to lodge, I was under the necessity of putting up 
at little wretched hovels, whore no provision was to bo had but 
sour brown bread and sourer cheese ; and everything seemed to 
denote the dons of despair and assassination. 

“ I made aliift, however, to subsist on this fare, uncomfortable as 
it was ; confided in the n> 3 annoss of my equiiiage for the security 
».>f my person ; and at length arriving at Brussels, fixed my quarters 
in the Hotel do Flandre (so well known to tho English since), 
where T thought myself extremely happy in the accomplishmont 
of my fliglit. 

“ I had not been full two days in this place, when I was blessed 
with a sight of my lover, who followed me on the wings of love, in 
pursuance of the plan avcj had }>rojected before my departure from 
l*aris. Here we concerted measures for proceeding to England. 

I liircd a tall, fine Liegeoiso for a maid ; and, sotting out for Ostend, 

we embarked in a vessel in which Mr. S-had bespoken our 

passage. Our voyage was short and prosjierous, and the time 
most agreeably spent in the company of my dear partner, who was 

a most engaging man in all respects, as 1 dare say my Lady O- 

has since found him. 

“ 1 assumed a liclilious name, took private lodgings in Poland- 
street, retained lawyers, and commenced a suit for separation 
against my lord. 1 coiniuuiiieated the reasons of my elopement to 
my father, who was shocked and surprised at my conduct, which 
he condemned with expressions of sorrow and resentment. But 
tho step was taken ; nor did I repent of what I had done, except on 
his account. 

“ In the morning after my arrival at London, 1 waited upon the 
lord chief justice, to whom J complained of the usage I had received 
from rny lord, whose temper was teasing, tiresome, and intolerably 
capricious. Indeed, his behaviour was a strange compound of 
madness and folly, seasoned with a small proportion of sense : no 
wonder then that I, who am hot and hasty, should bo wretched 
under the persecution of such a perverse humourist, who used to 
terrify uio, and sei-dd at me the whole night without intermission, 
and shako my pillow from time to time, that I might not sleep, 
while he tormented mo with his disagreeable expostulations. I 
have been often frightened almost out of my sensc.s at seeing him 
convulsed with the most unreasonable passion; and chagrined to 
tho highest degree of disgust, to find, by repeated observation, 
his disposition so preposterous, that his satisfaction and displeasure 
never depended upon the cause he had to be satisfied or disobliged ; 
but, on the contrary, when he had most reason to be pleased ho 
was always most discontented, and very often in good Jiumour 
when he had reason enough for vexation. 

“ While I lived in PoTand-street I was engaged with lawyers, 
and so oftorf visited ]by my father, that I could not dedicate my 
whole time, as usual, to my lover ; nor was it conveuitmt that he 
should be seen in my company : ho therefore took a small house at 
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Camberwell, whither I went as often as I had an opportunity ; and 
maintained the correspondence with such eagerness and industry, 
that, althougli I was six months gone with child, I have often, by 
myself, set out for his habitation, in a hackney-coach, at eleven 
o’clock at night, and returned by six in the morning, that I might 
be in my own bed when my father came to see me ; for J concealed 
my auKuir, as w^oll as the effects of it,*from his knowledge ; and 
frequently took water from tlm Bridge, that my motions might not 
be discovered. Nothing but the most ])as8ionate love could have 
supported my spirits under such vicissitudes of fatigue, or enabled 
my admirer to si)end whole days by himself in sucli a solitary 
retirement. 

“ By this lime my lord was arrived in England, and employed 
in discovering the jdace of my retreat; so that I lived in continual 
alarm, and provided myself with a speaking-trumpet, which stood 
by my bedside^ to bo used in calling for assistance, in case ray 
jiursuer should make an atta* k ujion uiy lodgings. 

“This situation being extremely uncomfortaMe, 1 had no sooner 
begun my process against him, than I jiut myself entirely under 

the protection of Mr. H-, who conducted me to the house rf a 

friend of his who lived in the country, wlierc 1 was secure irom 
the attempts of luy hu.sband. The ^vorld had now given me up, 
and I had renounced the world with the most perfect resignation. 
I weighed in my own breast what i should lose in point of charac¬ 
ter with what I suffered in my peace at home, and found that my 
reputation W'as not to be preserved, excejit at the exjieiise of my 
quiet; for his lordship was not. disposed to make me easy, had X 
been ever so discreet. I therefore determined to give up a few 
ceremonial visits, and empty professions, for the more substantial 
enjoyments of life. 

“We passed our time very agreeably, in various amusements, 

with this friend of Mr. ^5-, unt il ^tlie term of my rerkoiiing 

was almost exjiired ; then returned to London, and took lodgings 
in Southampton-streot, where T began to make proiiarations for 
the approaching occasion. Here I proposed to live with the 
utmost circumspecbidn. 1 disguised my name, saw nobody but 
my lawyer and lovOr, ainl j^uver aiiproached the window, lest 
I should bo discovered by accident. Notwithstanding tlieso pre¬ 
cautions, my French maid, whom I had sent for some of my 
clothes, was dogged in her return, and next morning my lord 
took my lodgings by storm. Had lie given the assault in his own 
person only, I make no doubt but be would have suffered a re¬ 
pulse from the opposition of the Licgeoisc, who made all the 
resistance in her power, but was obliged to give way to superior 
numbers. I was at that time in bed, and, hearing an unusual 
noise below, rang my bell, in order to know the cause of such 
disturbance. I drew my curtain at the same timq. and whom 
should 1 see entering my chamber but his lordship, attended by 
a constable, and the footman^who had discovered my retreat! 

“Such an unexpected visit could not fail to affect me with 
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surprise and consternation; however, I summoned all my forti¬ 
tude to my aid, and, perceiving the fellows were about to open my 
window-shutters, desired their principal to order them down stairs. 
He readily complied with my request; and, sitting down by my 
bedside, t(jld me, with an air of triumph, that lie had found me 
at last; and I frankly o\j[ned that I was heartily sorry for his 
success. Instead of upbraiding me with my escape, ho pi^cecded 
to entertain mo with all the news in town, and gave me a minute 
detail of everything whicli luifl happened to him since our parting ; 
among other articles of intelligence, giving me to understand 

that he had challenged Mr. S-, who refused to light him, and 

was in disgrace with the prince of W-on that account. 

“But hero his lordship did not strictly adhere to the naked 
truth; he had indued, before our dopaiture from the country, 
gone to my lover, and insisted upon having satisfaction in Hyde 
Park, two days from the date of liis demand, and at tliree o’clock 

in the afternoon. S -, believing him in earnest, accepted 

the invitation ; though ho observed, that those affairs could not 
be discussed too soon, and Avished the time of meeting might be 
at an earlier hour. But his lordshii) did not choose to alter the 
circumstances of his last proposal ; and, Avhon he wont away, 
said ho should expect him at the appointed time and place, if it 
did not rain. 

“ His antagonist gave mo an account of the conversation, when I 
assured him the whole business would end in smoko. Accordingly, 
my lord sent him a letter on Monday, desiring that the assigna¬ 
tion might be deferred till Thursday, that ho might have time 

to settle his affairs, and pay S -a hundred pounds, which he 

had formerly borrowed of him. When Thursday came he was 
favoured with another epistle, importing that the challenger had 
changed his mind, and avouIcI seek satisfaction at law. Thus 
ended that heroic exploit, Avhicli his lordship now boasted of with 
such arrogant misrepresentation. 

“Whilst he regaled me with those interesting particulars, I 
Avaa contriving a scheme to frustrate the discovery he had made ; 
so that 1 did not contradict his assertions, but told him, that 
if ho would go down stairs, 1 would* rise and come to breakfast. 
He consented to this proposal with great cheerfulness ; and I own 
1 Avas not a little surprised to lind him, at this first interview, in 
as good a humour as if nothing had happened to interrupt the 
felicity of our matrimonial union. 

“It cost me some invention to conceal my condition from his 
notice, being now within a week of the expected crisis ; but 1 
knew 1 had to do with a man of no great penetration, and suc¬ 
ceeded in niy attempt accordingly. We breakfasted with great 
harmony, and I invited him to dinner, after having prevailed upon 
him to send caway his myrmidons, whom, nevertheless, he ordered 
to return at eleven o’clock at night. We conversed together with 
great gaiety and mirth. When I raKied him for visiting me in 
such a deshabille, ho stood on tiptoe to view himself in the glass ; 
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and, owning I was in the right, said he would go and dress him¬ 
self before dinner. Ho accordingly went away, charging my 
maid to give him entrance at his return: and he was no sooner 

gone than I wrote to Mr. S-, giving him an account of what 

had happened. Then, without having determined upon any 
certain plan, 1 huddled on my clothes,! muflGled myself up, and, 
calling a^ihair, wont to the next tavern, where I stayed no longer 
than W!\s sufficient to change my vehicle; and, to the astonish¬ 
ment of the drawers, who could not conceive tlie meaning of my 
perturbation, proceeded to a shop in the neighbourhood, where I 
dismissed my second chair, and procured a hackncy-coach, in 
which 1 repaired to the lodgings of my lawyer, w'hom I could 
trust. Having made him accpiainted with the circumstances of 
my distress, and consulted him about a pro])er place of retreat, 
after some recollection, ho directed mo to a little house in a court, 
to which, by tlio assistance of my lover, iiiy w'oman and clothes 
were safely conveyetl that same evening. 

“My lord, however, came to dinner, according to invitation, 
and did not seem at all alarmed when my maid tfdd him I was 
gone, but stepped to my lawyer, to know if he thought t should 
return. Upon his answering in the affirmative, and advising his 
lordship to go back in the mean time, and cat the dinner J had 
provided, ho very deliberately took his advice, mado a very hearty 
meal, drank his bottle <jf wdne, and, a.s 1 did nob return according 
to his expectation, withdrew, in order to consult his associates. 
This motion of his furnished my woman with an opportunity of 
making her retreat, and, when he returned at night, the coast was 
clear, and he found nobody in tlie house but a porter, who had 
been left to take care of the furniture. He was so enraged at this 
disappointment, that he made furious noise, which raised the 
whole neighboui’hood, reinforced his crew with the authority of a 
justice of the peace, tarried in the stifet till three o’clock in the 
morning, discharged a lodging lie had hired at a barber’s shop, 
opposite to the house from which I had escaped, and retired with 
the comfortable reflection of having done everything which man 
could do to retrieve me. 

“The hurry of spirits and siwjirise I had undergone, in effecting 
this retreat, produced such a disorder in my constitution, that I 
began to fear 1 should bo delivered before T could be provided with 
necessaries for the occasion. I signified my apprehension to Mr. 

S-, who, with infinite care and concern, endeavoured to find a 

more convenient place ; and, after all his irujuiries, was obliged 
to fix upon a paltry apartment in the city, though his tenderness 
was extremely shocked at the necessity of^ choosing it ^ However, 
there was no remedy, nor time to be lost; to this rniscrablo habita¬ 
tion I was carried in a hackney-coach ; and, though extremely 
Rl, bore my fate with spirit and resignation^ in testhaony of my 
sincere and indelible attachment to my lover, for wheso ease and 
pleasure I could have suffSred every inconvenience, and even 
sacrificed my life. 
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“Immediately after I had taken posseBsioii of my wretched 
apartment, I was constrained by my indisposition to go to bod, and 
send for necessary help ; and in a few hours a living pledge of my 
love and indiscretion saw the light ; though the terrors and fatigue 
T had undergone had affected tliis little innocent so severely, that 
it scarce discovered any vii^ible signs of life. My grief at this mis¬ 
fortune was inexpressible.*^ 1 forthwith despatched a message to 
the dear, the anxious father, who flow to my arms, and shared my 
sorrow with all the gentleness of love and paternal fondness ; yet 
our fears wore, for that time, happily disappiiinted by the recovery 
of our infant daughter, who was committed to the charge of a 
nurse in the neighbourhood, so that I could every day bo satisfied 
in my inquiries about her health. Thus I continued a whole fort¬ 
night in a state of happiness and tranquillity, being blessed with 
the conversation and lender offices of my admirer, wliose love and 
attention I wholly engrossed. In a word, he gave up all business 
and amusement, and concentred all his care and< assiduity in 
ministering to my ease and satisfaction: and sure I had no cause 
to regret what I had suffered on his account. 

“But this my agreeable situation was one day disturbed by a 
most alarming accident, by which my life was draivn into imminent 
danger. The room under my bed-chamber took tire : I immediately 
smelled it, and saw the ])eoj)le about me in the utmost perplexity 
and con.sternation, though they would not own the true cause of 
their confusion, lest my health should suffer in the fright. Never¬ 
theless, I was so calm in my inquiries, that they ventured to tell 
me my suspicion was but too just; upon which, 1 gave such direc¬ 
tions as I thought w'ould secure me from catching cold, in case 
there should bo a necessity for removing me ; but the fire being 
happily extinguished, 1 escaped that ceremony, which might have 
cost me niv life. Indeed, it ivas'surprising that the agitation of 
my spirits did not produce sifmo fatal elFoct upon niy constitution ; 
and I looked upon ni}’ deliverance as the protection of a particular 
providence. 

“ Though I escaped the hazard of a sudden removal, I found it 
was high time to change my lodgings, because the neighbours, 
rushing into the house upon the ahwm of tiro, had discovered my 
situation, though they were ignorant of my name ; and I did not 
think myself safe in being the subject of their conjectures. Mr. 
S-, therefore, procured another apartment, with better accom¬ 

modation, to which I was carried as soon as my health would 
admit of my removal; and soon after my lord wrote to me by the 
liands of my lawyer, earnestly entreating mo to drop my prosecu¬ 
tion, and come home ; but I would nut comply with his request; 
and nothing was farther from my intention than the desire of 
receiving any favours at liis hands. 

“Thus repulsed, ho set on foot a most accurate search for my 
person, in the course’of which ho is said to have detected several 
ladies and young girls who had reasoni for keeping themselves con¬ 
cealed, and had like to have been very severely handled for bis 
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im'portinent curiosity. Being unsuccessful in all his attempts, he 

entered into a treaty with one Sir B-H-, a person of a very 

indifferent character, who undertook to furnish him with an 
infallible expedient to discover the place of my abode, if he would 
gratify him with a bond for a thousand pounds ; which being exe¬ 
cuted accordingly, this worthy knight a(^ertiscd me and my maid 
in the public papers, offering one hundred pounds, as a reward to 
any person who should disclose the place of our retirement. 

“As soon as the paper fell into my hands, I was again involved 
in perplexity ; and, being afraid of staying in town, resolved, with 
the concurrence of iny lover, to accept of an invitation I had 

received from the duke of K-, who had by this time arrived in 

England, w'ith that lady whom 1 have already mentioned as one 
of our jiarties at Paris. Having visited my little infant, 1 next 
day set out for the duke’s country scat, which is'a most elegant 

chateau, and stainds in a chaimiiig situation. Mr. S-followed in 

a few days. We met with a very cordial reception ; his grace vraa 
civil and good-natured, lived nobly, and loved pleasure ; Madame 

de la T-was formed to please. There was always a great deal 

of good company in the house ; so that we passed our time agree¬ 
ably in playing at billiards and cards, hunting, w'alking, reading, 
and cemvorsation. 

“But my terms of happinc.s3 were generally of short duration. 
In the midst of this felicity I was overtaken by a most severe 
atflictiou, in the death of my dear, hapless infant, who had engrossed 
a greater share of my tenderness than perhaps 1 even should have 
paid to the offspring of a legitimate contract; because the circum¬ 
stance of her birth would have been an insurmountable misfortune 
to her through the Avholc course of her life, and rendered her 
absolutely dependent on my love and protection. 

“ While I still lamented the untimely fate of this fair blossom, 

Lord-came down, and demanded *116 as bi.s wufe ; but the suit 

which I then maintained against him deprived him, for the present, 
of a husband’s right; and therefore the duke would not deliver me 
into his hands. In six months he repeated his visit and demand ; 
and an agreement was patched up, in consequence of which I con¬ 
sented to live in the same Imuse with him, on condition that he 
should never desire to sleep with me, or take any other measure to 
disturb my peace ; otherwise I should be at liberty to leave him 
again, and entitled to the provision of a separate maintenance. To 
these articles I assented, by the advice of my lawyers, with a view 
of obtaining the payment of my pin-money, which I had never 
received since our parting, but subsisted on the sale of my jewels, 
which were very considerable, and had been presented to me with 
full power of alienation. As to my lover, he had nb fortune to 
support me ; and for that reason 1 was scrupulously cautious of 
augmenting his expense. 

“ We h^ now enjoyed each other’s company for three years, 
during which our mutual passion had suffered no abatement, nor 
had my happiness been mixed with any considerable alloy, except 
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that late stroke of Providehce which I have already mentioned, 
and the reflection of the sorrow that my conduct had entailed ujpon 
my dear father, whom I loved beyond expression, and whom nothing 
could have compelled mo to disoblige but a more powerful flame, 
tliat prevailed over every other consideration. As I was now forced 
to break olf this enchanting correspondence, it is not to be doubted 
that our parting cost us tfle most acute sensations of gric^ and dis- 
appointmeut. However, there was no remedy. I tore myself from 
bis arms, took my leave of the family, after having acknowledged 
my obligations to tho duke, and set out for the place of rendezvous, 
where I was mot by my lord, attended by a steward whom ho had 
lately engaged, and who wiu? one chief cause of our future separa¬ 
tions. My lord, having quitted Ins house in town, conducted mo 
to his lodgings in Pall-mall, and insisted upon sleeping with me 
tho first night; but I refused to gratify his desire, on tho authority 
of our agreement. 

“This dispute produced a quarrel, in consequou 90 of which I 
attempted to leave the house. Ho endeavouring to prevent my 
retreat, I fairly locked him in, ran down stairs, and, calling a 
liackncy-coach, made tho best of n\y way into tho city to my 
father’s lodgings, where I lay, the family being in town, though 
he himself was in the country. 1 wrote to liim immediately, and 
when ho came to London, declared my intention of separating 
from my lord ; in wliich, seeing mo obstinate and determined, he 
at length aecpiiosced, and a formal separation acc^)rdingly ensued, 
which at tliat time I thought binding and immutablo. 

“I'was now sheltered under tho wings of an indulgent father, 
who had taken mo into favour again, on tho supposition that my 

commerce with Mr. JS-was absolutely at an end. Nevertheless, 

though we had separated, in all appearance for ever, wo had pre¬ 
viously agreed to maintain our conesponJonce in jirivate interviews, 
which should c.scapo tho notjeo of the w'orld, with which 1 was again 
obliged to kee[) .some mc#i.suros. 

“Our parting at tlie duke of K-’.s house in tho country was 

attended with all che genuiuo marks of sincere and reciprocal 
atfoction, and 1 lived in the sweet lu)po of seeing him again in all 
tho transport of his former passion, when my lawyer, who received 
my letters, brought mo a billet one night just a.s I had gone to bed. 

Seeing tho superscription of S-'a handwriting, I opened it 

with all tho impatienco of an absent lover ; but how shall 1 
describe the abtonishincnt and consternation wdth which I was 
.seized W'lien I perused the contents ? Instead of tho most tender 
vows and protestations, this fatal epistle began with, ‘ Madam, the 
best thing you can do Is to return to your father,’ or some cold and 
killing expression to that effect. 

‘ ‘ Heaven and earth ! what did I feel at this dire conjuncture 1 
The light forsook my eyes, a cold sweat bedewed my limbs, and I 
was overwhelmed with such a torrent of sorrow and surprise, that 
everybody present believed I would have died under the violent 
agitation. They endeavoured to support my spirits with repeated 
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drau^jhts of strong liquor, which had no sensible effect upon my 
constitution, though for eight whole years 1 had drunk nothing 
stronger than water ; and 1 must have infallibly perished in the first 
ecstasy of my grief, had it not made its way in a fit of tears and 
exclamation, in whicii I continued all night, to the amazement of 
tho family, whom my conilition had alarmed and raised from their 
rejwse. • My father was the only persoif who guessed the cause of 
my afiiiction ; he said, he was sure I had received some ill-usago 

in a letter or message from that rascal S-, so he termed him in 

tho bitterness of passion. 

“ At mention of that name my agony redoubled to such a degree, 
that all who were present wept at sight of my dejtlorablo con¬ 
dition. My poor father shed a flood of teai-s, and conjured me to 
toll him tho cause of my disquiet: upon which, rather than confess 
tho truth, 1 amused his concern, by pretending tfiab my lover was 
ill. Tho whojo family havn‘y by me till I was a little more 

composed, l<ift me to tho cai’o ot mj’' maid, who put me into bed 
about six in the morning ; but I <!njoyed lu) rest: I revolved every 
circumstauco of my conduct, cndeavoui’ing to find out the cause of 

this fatal change in 8-’s dispositiun ; and as I could recollect 

nothing which could justly give offbneo, concluded that some 
malicious persons had abused his ears with stories to my prejudice. 

“ With this conjecture 1 got up, and sent my lawyer to him with 
a letter, wherein I irisis1.ed uiion seeing him, that I might have an 
opportunity of justifying myself in person ; a task which would 
be easily performed, as 1 had never oU’endcd but in loving too 
well. I waited with tlio* nujst anxious impatience for the return of 
my messenger, who brought me an answer c<mchcd in the coldest 
terms of civility which indifference could dictate ; acknowledging, 
however, that ho had nothing to lay to my charge, but that it 
was for the good of us both vrP should part. He ought to have 
reflected on that before, not after 1 Jiad sacrificed my all for his 
love. 1 was well-nigh distractetl liy this conlirniatiou of his incon¬ 
stancy, and I wonder to this day how 1 retained the use of reason, 
under such circumstances of horror and despair. My grief laid 

aside all decorum and restraint; I tidd my father that S- was 

dying, and that I would visit^liim with all expedition. 

Startled at tho ]jroposal, this careful parent demonstrated tho 
fatal consequence of such an unguardcil step ; reminded mo of the 
(lifliculty with which lie had prevailed upon my motlier and undo 
to forgive my former iinjiriulence; observed, that his intention 
was, to carry me into the ci>uufcry next day, in orchir to effect a 
perfect reconciliation ; but now I was on the brink of forfeiting all 
pretensions to their regard, by committing another fatal prror, 
which could not possibly bo retrieved; and that, for his part, 
whatever pangs it might cost him, he was resolved to banish mu 
from his sight for ever. 

“ While he uttered this declaration, the tears trickled down his 
cheeks, and he seemed qyerwholmed with the keenest sorrow 
and mortification ; so it ui^y be easily conceived what were the 
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improssioiis of my grief, reinforced with the affliction of a father whom 
I dearly loved, and tlio consciousness of being the cause of all his 
disquiet. I was struck dumb with remorse and woe ; and when I 
recovered the use of speech, 1 told him how sensible 3 was of his 
great goodness and humanity, and owned how little I deserved his 
favour and affection ; that the sense of my own unworthineas was 
one cause of my present distraction ; for, such was the <S)ndition 

of my fate, that I must cither see 8-, or die. 1 said, though I 

could not expect his forgiveness, I was surely worthy of his com- 
passit)!! ; that nothing but the most irresistible passion could have 
misled me at first from my duty, or tempted me to incur the least 
degree of his displeasure ; that the same fatal influence still pre¬ 
vailed, and would, in all probability, continue to the grave, which 
was the only abode in winch 1 hoped for ]i)eace. 

“ Wliilo 1 expressed myself in this manner, my dear good father 
wept with the most tender symjiathy, and saying, I might dt) as I 
pleased, for ho had done with me, ipnttcd the room, leaving mo to 
the cruel sensations of my own heart, which almost burst with 
anguish, upln-aidiiig mo with a fault which I could not helj) com¬ 
mitting. 1 immediately hired a chariot and six, and would have 
set out by myself, had not my father’s affection, which all my 
errors could not efface, provided an attendant. He saw mo quite 
delirious and desperate, and thercffire engaged a relation of iny owm 
to accompany and take care of mo in this rash expedition. 

“During tliis journey, which lasted two days, I felt no remission 
of grief and aiixicity, but undenvent the most intolerable sorrow 
and suspense ; at last wo arrived at a liftle house called the Hut, 
on Salisbury J^lain, where, in the most frantic agitation, I wrote a 

letter to S-, de.scribing the miserablo condition to which I was 

I’cduccd by his unkindnoss, and dc^ring to see him with the most 
earnest solicitations. Tins billet 1 committed to the care of my 

attend.'int, and laid strong injauctions upon him to tell Mr. S-, 

my injuries wore «(' great, and my despair so violent, that if ho 
did not favour mo with a visit, I would go to him, though at his 
sister’s house, where ho then was, 

‘ ‘ lie received my message with great coldness, and told my 
friend, that if I would return to London without insisting upon the 
interview 1 demanded, he would in a little time follow me to town, 
and everything should be amicably adjusted ; but when the mes¬ 
senger assured him that 1 was too much transported with grief to 
liear of such a proposal, he consented to meet me in the middle of 
Salisbury Plain, that wo might avoid all observation : and though 
I was little able to walk, I sot out on foot for the place of assigna¬ 
tion, my companion following at a small distance. 

“ When I law him leading his horse down the hill, I collected 
all my fortitude, and advanced to him with all the speed I could 
exert.; but when I made an effort to speak, my tongue denied its 
office; and so lively lias the expression of unutterable sorrow in 
my countenance, that his heart, hard as it was, melted at sight of 
my sufferings, which he well knew proceeded from the sincerity of 
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iny love. At length I recovered the use of speech enough to tell 
him that I was come to take my leave; and when I would have 
proceeded, my voice failed mo again ; but, after a considerable 
pause, 1 found means, with great difficulty, to let him know how 
sensible I was of iny own incapacity to retrieve his lost affections, 
but that 1 was willing, if possible, to relain liis esteem, of which, 
could I he assured, I would endeavour to compose myself; that I 
was determined to leave the kingdom, beeauso 1 could not bear the 
sight of these places where we had been so hapi>y in our mutual 
love ; and that till iny dei>arture, I hoped he would visit me some¬ 
times, that 1 might, by degrees, wean myself from his company ; 
for I should not bo able to survive the sliock of being deprived of 
him all at once. 

“ This address may seem very humble to an unconcerned observer ; 
but love ■will tame tlio proudest disposition, as plainly aj»peared in 
my case ; fur !• liad iiaturall.,' a.s much spirit, or more, tlian the 

generality of jwjople liavo. Mr. S-was so much confounded at 

the manner of my behaviour, that lie scarce knew what answer to 
make ; for, as he afterwards owned, he expi'ctod to hoar linnself 
njibraided ; hut ho was not proof against my tendcnies.s. After 
some hesitation, lie said, lie never loeant to forsake me entirely, 
that his affection was still unimiiaired, ami that he would follow me 
directly to London. I imposed upon myself, and believed what he 
said, because I could not bear to think of [lartiiig with him for ever ; 
and returned to town in a more tranquil state of mind than that in 
which I had left my father, though my heart was far from being at 
case; my fears being ingenious enough to foresee that 1 should 
never be able to overcome bis indilFereneo. 

“1 took lodgings in Mount-street, and my m;iid having disposed 
of herself in marriage, hired auotj^cr, who 8U})plied her jilace very 
much to my satisfaction ; she w'as a good girl, had a particular 
attachment to me, and for many year.'^diiriug wOiich she lived in 
my service was indefatigahly assiduous in contributing to my ease, 

or, rather, in alleviating my affliction ; for, though S-came up 

to town according to promise, and renewed a sort of correspondence 
with me for the space of five months, his complaisance would 
extend no farther ; and ho gave me to understand that he liad 

determined to go abroad with Mr. V-, Avliom ho accordingly 

accompanied in his envoyiug to D-. 

“1 understood the real cau.se of this expedition, which, notwith¬ 
standing his oaths and proteslatious of inuihated love and regard, 
I construed into a palpable mark of dislike and disrespect ; nor 
could the repeated assurances 1 received from him in letters mitigate 
the anguish and mortiftcation that preyed upon my heart, I there¬ 
fore gave up all hopes of recovering the happines.s I had lost ; I 
told him on the eve of his departiirc that he might exercise his 
gollahtry a great while before he would meet with nty fellow in 
point of sincerity and love ; for I would ratherliave been a servant 
in his house, with the privilege of seeing him, than the queen of 
England, debarred of that pleasure. 

2 A. 
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“When ho took hia leave, and went down stairs, I shrunk at 
every step he made, as if a new wound had been inflicted upon me ; 
and when T heard the door shut behind him, my heart died within 
mo. I had the satisfaction to hear afterwanls he lamented the loss 
of mo prodigiously, and that he had never been so happy since. I 
sat down to write a lotner, in wliicla I forgave his indiflercnco, 
because 1 knew the alleclions are altogether involuntary, and wished 
him all the happiness he desijrved. 1 thou walked up and down 
tlu' room in the most restless anxiety, was put to bed by my maid, 
rose at six, mounted my horse, and rode forty miles, in order to 
fatigue myself, that T might next night enjoy some repose. This 
exercise 1 daily underwent for months together; and when it did 
not answer my i»urpose, 1 used to walk round Ilyde-park in the 
evening when the place was quite solitary, and unvisited by any 
other human creatui'e. 

“In the course of this melancholy ])erambulatioi\, T was one day 
accosted by a very great man, who, after the first sailutation, asked 

whether or not my intercourse with S-was at an end, and if I 

had any alk)\vance from my husband. To the lirst of these ques¬ 
tions 1 replied in the aflinnativc ; and to the last answered that my 
lord did not allow mo a great deal ; indeed, 1 might ha\ e truly said 
nothing at all, but T was too ])roud to «iwn my indigence. He 
then expressed his wonder how one like me, who had been used to 
splendour and atfhnince from my cradle, conhl make sluft to live 
in my present narrow circnnistances ; and wlicn 1 told him that T 
couhl make a very good shift so 1 had jioaco, ho seemed to l.amcnt 
my situation, ainl very kindly invited me to sup with liis wife at 
his house. I aceejited the invitatitin without any appreliension of 
the consequences, and when I went to the place was introduced 
into an apartment niagniUccutly liglited up, I su])pose, for my 
reception. 

“iVfter 1 liad stayed aivmo for some time in tliis mysterious 
situation, without seeing a living soul, my inviter appeared, and 
said he Imped I would not take it amiss that he and I wore to sup 
by <mrselve 8 , as ho had something to say which could not bo so 
properly communicated before company or servants. I then for the 
first time perceived his drift to 1113 * no small surprise and indigna' 
tion ; and, wdth evident marks of disiileasure, told him 1 vas sure 
he had nothing to propose that would be agreeable to my inclina¬ 
tion, and that 1 Avould immediately leave the Imusc ; upon which 
he gave mo to undor.stand that 1 could nob possibly retire, because 
be had sent away my chair, and all his servants were disposed to 
obey his orders. 

“Incensed at this declaration, which I considered as an insult, 
I answered, with an air of resolution, it was very well; I despised 
his contrivance, and was afraid of nobody. Seeing me thus alarmed, 
he assured«tne 1 had no reason to l>e afraid ; that he had loved, mo 
long, and could find no other opportunity of declaring his jHiiBBiOTi. 

He said the Q-* bad told him thr.t Lord- hwl renewed his 

addresses to me ; and, as he understood from my own mouth, my 
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correspondence with S-was absolutely broken, off, ho thought 

hinisclf as well entitled as another to my regard. In conclusion, 
he told me that 1 might command his purse, and that be had power 
enough to bring rne into the wcirld again with idat. To those 
advances I replied that ho was very much mistaken in his opinion 
of my character if he imagined 1 was to l^c w'on by any temptations 
of fortui\p ; and very frankly declared that I would'rather give over 
myself to a footman than sell myself to a prince. 

Supper being served, we sat down together ; but I would neither 
eat nor drink anything, except a little bread and water ; for I was 
an odd, whimsical girl, and it came into my head that he might, 
perhaps, have mixed something in the victuals or wine which would 
alter my way eff thinking. In short, tinding himself baffled in all 
his endeavours, he permitted me, about twelve o’clock, to depart 
in peace, and gave up lii.s suit as a d(!Hporate cause. 

“This uncomfortable life ibd I lead for a whole twelvemonth, 
without feeli^’ the least abatement of my melancholy. Finding 
myself worn to a skeleton, T resumed my former resolution of ti'y- 
ing to profit by change of place, and actually went abroad with no 
other attendant but my woman, and the utmost indifference for 
life. My intention was to have gone to the south of France, where 
1 thought 1 could have .subsisted on iho little I bad left, which 
amounted no five hundred pounds, until the issue of my lawsuit, 
by which 1 hoped to obtain some provision from my lord ; and with¬ 
out all doubt my expectation would have been answered had T put 
this my plan in execution ; but being at Paris, from wlioiico I 

purposed to set forward in a few days, I sent to M. K-, who 

had been formerly intimate w itli my father, and shown mo many 
civilities during my lirsr. residence in France. 

“This gentleman favoured mo witli a visit, and, wlicn I made 
him acipiaintod Avith my selioufo, di.s.siiadod mo from it as an 
uncomfortable dctonniiiation. lie advised mo to stay at Paris, 
where, Avith good economy, I could live as cheap as in any other 
place, and enjoy the conversation and countenance my friends, 
among which number ho declared himself one of the most faithful. 
He assured me that I should always bo Avelcoino to his table, and 
want for nothing. He promised to reeomniond iiio as a lodger to 
a friend of his, Avith whom I would live in a frugal and diSbent 
manner; and observed that, as tlie Avoman was well known 
and esteemed by all the English company in Paris, it would be the 
most reputable step I could tjike, considering my youth .and situa¬ 
tion, to lodge with a creditable person, Avho could answer for my 
conduct. Thus persuaded, I very snn]>ly followed his advice ; I 
say simply, because, notwithstanding his representations, 1 soon 
found my money melt away without any prospect of a fresh .supply. 
In lieu of this, hoAvover, I passed my tinic very agreeably in several 
English and some French families, where in a little 1 became 
quite intimate, saAV a great deal of company, smd was treated with 
the utmost politeness and re^rd ; yet, in the midst of these plea¬ 
sures, many a melancholy si^ would rise at the remcmberance of 
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iny beloved S-, whom for several yeixrs 1 could not recollect 

without emotion; but time, company, ainuseniciits, and change of 
place, ill a great measure dissipated these ideas, and enabled me to 
Dear ray fate with patience and resignation. 

‘ ‘ On my last arrival at I*aris, 1 was surrounded by a crowd of 
jirofossed admirers,* who 8,ighed and flattered in the usual forms ; 
but, besides that my heart was not yet in a condition to'contriw.t 
new engagements, I was prcposscssc'd against them all, by suppos¬ 
ing that they prosunied u])on the knowledge of my indiscretion 

with S-; and therefore rejected their addresses with detestation 

and disdain ; for, as I have already observed, I was not to be won 
but by the appearance of esteem and the most respectful carriage ; 
and though, by a false stej), 1 had, in my own opinion, forfeited my 
title to tile one, I was resolved to discourage the advances of any 
man who seemed deficient in the other. 

“ In this manner my lovers wore, one by one, ro]uilsod almost as 
soon as they presented themselves, and I jireserved'/the indepen¬ 
dence of my heart, until 1 Viccame acquainted ivitli a certain peer, 

whom I often saw at the house of Mrs. 1*-, an English lady 

then resident at I^aris. This young nobleman profebsed himself 
deeply enamoured of me, in a style so diU’eront from lhat of my 
other admirers, that 1 heard Ins protestations vitliout disgust; and 
though my iuclinatioii.s were still free, could not find m my heart to 
discountenance his addre.sses, wliich were i»referrcd with the most 
engaging modesty, disinterestedness, and icspect. 

“ By these never-failing arts ho gradually conquered my in¬ 
difference, and gained the preference in my esteem from Lord C- 

and the prince of 0-, who were at that time his rivals. But 

what contributed, inore than any ceiisideration, to his success, was 
his declaring openly, lhat he wopld marry me without hesitation 
as soon as J couhl obtain a divorce from my ])resent husband, 
which, in all j)robn.bdity, snight have been easily procured ; for 

before 1 left England, Lord - had olfered me live thousand 

pounds, if I wcuilci consent to such a imitual release, that- ho might 

bo at liberty to espouse one Miss W-, of Kent, to whom he then 

made love upon honourable terms ; but T was feol enough to refuse 

his proposal, by the advice of S-^ and whether or not his lord- 

ship, rinding it im])raeticab]e to wed his new mistress, began to 
make love upon another footing, 1 know not; but certain it is, the 
mother forbade him the house ; a circumstance which he took so 
heinously ill, that he appealed to the world in a public advertise¬ 
ment, beginning with, ‘ Whereas, for some time, I have passion¬ 
ately loved Miss W-, and, iiiioii my not complying with the 

mother’s proposals, they have turned me out of doors ; this is to 
justify,’ &c.' 

“This declaration, signed with his name, was actually printed 
in a immbea of detached advertisements, which he ordered to bo 
distributed to the public ; and afterwards, being convinced by some 
of his friends that he had done a very^-ailly thing, he recalled them 
at half a guinea apiece. A copy of one of them was sent to me at 



MEMOIIIS OP A LADY OP QUALITY. {113 

Paris ; and I bcliovc ray father has now one of the originals in his 
possession. After this wise vindication of his conduct, he made an 
attempt to carry off the lady from church, by force of arms ; but 
she was rescued by the neighbours, headed by her brother, who, 
being an attorney, had hko to have made his lordship smart 
severely for this cx[»loii, , 

“ Motniwhilc, ray new admirer Jiad made some progress in my 
heart; and my finances being exhausted, 1 was reduced to the 

alternative of returning to Ijord - again, or accepting Earl 

U--’s love. When ray affairs were brought to that issue, I 

made no Jiesitiitiou in ray choice, putting myself under the pro- 
loctioii of a man of honour whom I esteemed, rather than suffer 
every sort of inortiLication from a person Avho was the object of 
ray abhorrence and conteinid.. From a mistaken pride, I choso 

to live in Lord 13-’s luuise, ratliiU’ tlian be maintained at bis 

exjiensc in any other pJaci. Wo spent several months agreeably 

in balls and® other di\crsions, visited Lord B-, who lived at 

the distance of a few leagues from Paris, and stayed some days 
at his house, whore the eniortainmeiit was, in all respects, del ight- 
ful, elegant, and refined. Their habitalion was the rendezvous of 

tlio best comjiany in Franco ; and Indy B-maintained the 

same suiieriority in her own sex, for which her lord is so justly 
distinguished among the men. 

, “About Christmas wo set out for England, accompanied by a 

little North Briton, who lived with Lord 13-as his companion, 

and did not at all approve of our corre.spondenco ; whether out of 
real friendship for his ]>atroii, or apprehension that in time I might 
supersede his own inllucnce with my lord, I shall not iiretend to 
detennmo. lie that as it will, the fro.st was so severe, tliat w'o 
were dolained ten day.s at Calais before wo could get out of the 
liarb«)ur ; and, during that time,* I reflected seriously on what my 
new lover had proposed ; as he was v«ry young, and unacquainted 
with the world, I thought my story might have escaped him ; and 
therefore determined to give him a faithful detail of the whole, 
tliat ho might not have anything to reproach mo with in the 
sequel; besides, I did not think it honest to engage him to do more 
foi mo, than he might afterwards, jierhaps, think 1 was worth. 
Accordingly, t connuunicated to him every particular of ray life; 
and‘the narration, far from altering his sentiments, rather con¬ 
firmed his good ojiinion, by exhibiting an undoubted jiroof of my 
frankness and sincerity. Tu short, he behaved with sucli generosity, 
as made an absolute conquest of my heart; but my love was of a 
different kind from that which had formerly reigned within ray 
breast, being founded upon tlie wannest gratitude and esteem, 
oxclusivo of any other consideration, though his persbn was very 
agreeable, and his address engaging. 

“ When we arrived in England, T wont directly to.- his country 
seat, about twelve miles from London, whore he soon joined me, 
and we lived some time in perfect retirement, his relations being 
greatly alarmed with the apprehension that Lord — would bring 
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an action against him ; though he himself desired nothing inor 6 , 
and lived so easy under that expectation, that they soon laid aside 
their fears on his account. 

‘•Wo were visited by Mr. H. B-, a relation of my lord, and 

one Mr. It-, of the Guards, who, with the little Scotchman and 

my lover, made an agreeable set, among whom I enjoyed hunting, 

and all manner of country diversions. As to Mr. II. -, if 

ever there was a perfection in one man, it centred in him ; or at 
least, he, of all the men I over knew, apiiroachcd nearest to that 
idea which 1 had conceived of a perfect character. He was both 
good and great, possessed an uncommon genius, and the best of 

hearts. Mr. R-was a very sociable man, had a good person 

and cultivated understanding ; and my lord was excessively good- 
humoured ; so that, with such companions, no place could be dull 
or insipid ; for my own part, I conducted the family ; and, as I 
endeavoured to please and make everybody happy, •! had the good 

fortune to succeed. Mr. B-told mo, that, befolo ho saw me, 

he heard 1 was a fool; but finding, as he was pleased to say, that 
I had been cgrogiously misroprosented, he courted my friendshii), 
and a correspondence commenced bi'tween us ; indeed, it was 
impossible for any person to know liim, without ontcitaining the 
utmost esteem and veneration for his virtue, 

“After 1 had lived sonus time in this agreeable retreat, ray hus¬ 
band began to make a bustle ; he sent a message, demanding me 

from Lord B-; then came in person, witli his nightcap in his 

pocket, intending to have stayed all night, had he been asked, and 
attended by a relation, whom lie assured that I was very fond of 
him, and detained by force from liis arms. Finding himself dis¬ 
appointed in his expectations, ho commenced a lawsuit against 

Lord B-, though nob tor a djvorco, as we desired, but with a 

view to reclaim mo as his lawful wife. His lawyers, however, 
attempted to prove crimiiAl conversation, in hopes of extorting 
money from my lover ; bub their endeavours were altogether 

fruitless ; for no servant of Lord B-'s or mino could with justice 

say wo were over soon to trespass against modesty and decorum ; 
80 that the plaintiff was nonsuited. Wlnlo this cause was depend¬ 
ing, all my lover’s friends oxpressL'd fears and concern fur the 
issue, while ho himself beliarved with tlio utmost resolution, and 
gave me such convincing proofs of a strong and steady adeetion, 
us augmented my gratitude, and riveted the ties of my love, which 
was unblemished, faithful, and sincere. 

“Soon after this event, I was seized with a violent fit of illness, 
in which I was visited by my father, and attended by two physi¬ 
cians, one of whom despaired of my life, and took his leave 

accordingly'; but Dr. S-, who was the other, persisted in his 

attendance, and in all human appearance saved my life ; a circuin- 
Btance by wbich he acquired ft great share of reputation ; yet, not¬ 
withstanding all his Assistance, 1 was confined to my bed. for ten 
..weeks, during which Lord B-^—’s grief was immoderate; Ilia care 
ftnd generosity unlimited, While I lay in this extremity, Mr. ^ 
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penetrated by my molanclioly condition, which revived his tender¬ 
ness, begged leave to be admitted to my presence ; and Lord B- 

would have comj)lied with his request, had I not been judged too 
weak to bear the shock of such an interview. My constitution, 
however, agreeably disappointed their fears ; and the fever had no 
sooner left mo, than I was removed to hunting-seat belonging to 
my lover, from whence, after 1 had recovered -my strength, we 

went to 13-Castle, whore wo kept open house : and wliile wo 

remained at this place, Lord B-received a letter from Lord-, 

dated in November, cliallenging him to single combat, in May, 
upon the frontiers of France and Flanders. This defiance was 
sent ill consecjuonco of what had pas-sed betwixt thorn, long before 
my indisposition, at a meeting in a certain tavern, where they 
(piaiTolled, and in the fray my lover threw his .aiitagoiUHt under 
the table. I counselled him to take no notice of this rhodomoii- 
tade, which I .know was \ nd of all intention of performance ; 
and he was wise eii<»ngh to follow my advice ; resolved, however, 
should the message bo repeated, to take the cballengar at liis 
word. 

“ Having resided sumo time in this place, we returned to the 

other country hi>uso which he had left, where Lord B-addicted 

himself so much to hunting, and other male div'ersions, that 1 
began to think he neglected me, and apjirisod him »./f luy suspicion ; 
assuring him, at tlio same lime, that 1 would leave him as soon as 
my opinion should bo conlitmcd. This declaration had no eifect 
upon his behaviour, which became so remarkably cold, tliat even 

Mr. R-, who lived witli u.s, imagined tliat his affootinn was 

palpably diminished. When 1 went to t(*wn, T was usually 
attended by his cousin, or tins gentleman, or both, but seldom 
favoured with his conqiany ; nay, wlien 1 repaired to Bath, for the 
re-establishment of my health, no permitted mo to go alone ; so 
that I was ([uite persuaded of his indilfcronco : and yet I was mis¬ 
taken in my opinion ; but 1 bad been spoiled by the behaviour of 
my first husband, and Mr. —~, who never quitted me for the 
sake of any amusement, and oftmi resisted the calls of the most 
urgent business rather than [larb from mo, though but for a few 
hours. I thought every manjwrho loved mo truly would act in the 
same manner ; and whether I am riglit or wrong in my conjectures, 
1 leave wiser c.asuists to judge. Certain it is, such siicrifice and 
devotion is the most ploa.sing proof of an admirer’s passion ; and 
Voyez-moi plun sonmnt, ct lie me doimez itvv, is one of my 
favourite maxims. A i,nan may give money, because ho is profuse ; 
he may be violently fond, because he is of a sanguine constitution; 
but if he gives me his time, ho gives mo an unquestionable proof of 
my being in full possession of Ins heart. 

“My appearance at Bath, without the company, of Lord B-, 

occasioned a general surprise, and encouraged the rqen to pester 
me with addresses; every new adraifer endeavouring to advance 
hia suit, by demonstrating *ho unkind and disrespectful behaviour 
of his lordship. Indeed, this was the most effectual string, they 
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could touch : uiy pride and resentment were alarmed ; and I waa 
weak cnou,“h to listen to one man, who had like to have insinuated 
liinisclf into iny inclinations. Ilo was tall and largo-boned, wuth 
white hair, inclining to what is called sandy, and had the reputa¬ 
tion of being handsome, though I think he scarce deserved that 
epithet. He jiossessed a largo fortune, loved mischief, and stuck 
at nothing for the accomplfshmcnt of his designs ; one of ^is chief 
j)h‘asnres being that of setting any two loveis at variance. Ho 
employed his address uiion mo with great assiduity, and knew 
so well how to manage my resentment, that f W'as pleased with his 
manner, hoard his vows without disgust, and, in a word, prouused 
to ileliberate W'ithin myself upon his proposals, and give him an 
account of my determination in writing. 

“Thus resolved, T went to Lord 1>-, in Wiltshire, whither t 

was followed by this pretender to my licart, who visited us on the 
footing of an acquaintance ; hut when .1 reflected on wdiat I had 
done, 1 condemned my own conduct as indiscreet, Vljongh nothing 
decisive had passed between us, and began to hate him in propor¬ 
tion to the self-conviction 1 felt; peiceiving that I had involved 
myself in a dilHculty from which J should nob ho easily disengaged. 
For the present, how’evor, I found means to postpone my declara- 
thm : he admitted my excuse, and I returned to London with 

Lord H-, who w'as again summoned to the field by his former 

ehiillengor. 

“ 1£—d—n, governor, eounsellor, and steward to this little hero, 

canic to Lord I»- with a verbal message, imjiorting, that his 

lordship had changed liis mind about going to Flanders, but 
expected to meet him on such a day and hour, in the bxirying- 

ground near Hed Lion-square Ijord B-accepted the challenge, 

and gave me an account of what p.sssed ; but he had been antici¬ 
pated by the messenger, wlm had'already tried to alarm my fears, 
fiom the considcratioo of th^i conscqiienco, that I might take some 
measures to prevent their meeting. T jierceived his drift, and told 

him plainly that Lord-had no intention to risk his person, 

thougli he endeavoured with all liis might to persuade me that his 
piiucijial was desjicrate and determined. I know my little husband 
too well to think he would bring imxtters to any dangerous issue, 
and was apprehensive of nothing but foul ])lay, from the villaiiy of 
II~d—n, witli which 1 was e(]na]ly w’oll acquainted. Indeed, 1 

signified my' doubts on that scoie tf^ Mr. B-, who w’ould have 

attended his kinsman to the field, had he not thought he might be 

liable to cen.sure if anything should happen to Lord B-, because 

he himself W'as heir at law : for that reason, he judiciously declined 

being personally concerned ; and we pitched upon tlie earl of A-,, 

his lordship’s uncle, who w'illingly undertook the olhce. 

“At the appointed time they went to the place of rendezvous, 
where they had not waited long when the challenger appeared, in 
a new pink ^htiii wais.tcoat, which he had put on for the occasion, 
with Ilia sword under his arm, and his^ steward by him, leaving, in 
a hackney-coach, at some distance, a surgeon, whom he had 
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provided for the care of liis person. Thus e(|uipped, he advanced t<i 
hia antagonist, and desired him to choose hia fground ; upon which 

Lord B-told liini, that, if he must fall, it was not niatcvial 

which grave ho should tumble over. 

“ Our little hero, linding him so jocose and determined, turned 
to Lord A , and desired to speak wi^i him, that he might dis¬ 
burden his conscience before they should begin die w’ork of death. 
They accordingly went aside ; and ho gave him to understand, 

that his motive for lighting, was Lord B-’s detaining his wife 

from him by compulsion. The carl of A-assured liim he was 

egregionsly mistaken in his conjecture ; tliat his nephew used no 
force or undue influeuce to keep rue lu his luuise ; but it could not 
bo exnoctcd that ho would turn me out of doors. 

“ "njis cxiilanation was altogether satisfactory to Lord-, who 

said ho was far from being so unrea.souablc as to expect Lord B- 

would commit ^uoli a broach I't liospitality ; and all he desired was, 
that his wife should bo left to licr own iuclinationa. Ujiontliese 
articles peace was concluded, and they parted witboul bloodshed. 
At least, these arc the particulars of the story, as they were rel it/od 

by Lord A--, with whom I laughed liearl ily at the adventure ; 

for T never doubted tliat the challenger would lind sornu expedient 
to prevent the duel, though I Avondered Iioav ho mustered up reso¬ 
lution eiiDUgh to carry it so far. 

“ 1’liat he miglit not, however, give us any more trouble, we 
resolved to go and eiij(»y ourselves iii France, wdiitlier 1 went by 
myself, in hope,s of being soon joinc<l by my lover, who ivas obliged 
to stay some time longer in Fngland, to settle his .afiiiirs. He was 
so much ail’ccteil at our i)artiug, though but iuv a fow^ weeks, that 
he Avas almo.st distiacted ; and this affliction reiiCAved my tender¬ 
ness for him, because it AV'as an undoubted proof (»f his love. 1 
wrote to him every post from I^ranco ; and, as 1 had no secrets, 
desired him to take care of all the letUrs that should come to his 
house, directed to me, after my departure from England. 

“This AA’as an unfortunate oflico for him, in the execution of 

Avhich ho chanced to open a letter from 8ir T- A-, with 

wdiom, as I have already observed, T had some correspondence at 
Jiatli. 1 had, according to n^y promise, given this gentleman a 
, decisive answer, imjioitmg that f Avas <letermiued to remain in my 

pioseut situation ; but as Lord B- Avas ignorant of my sentiments 

in that particular, and perceived from the letter that somotliing 
extraordinary had passed lietw'een us, and that I was earnestly 
solicited to Icavo him, he Avas seized Avith the utmost consternation 
and C(^ncern ; and, having previously ol»taincd the king's leave to 
go abroad, set out that very night for France, leaving his affairs in 
the greatest confusion. 

“ Sir T- A-, hearing I w'as gone, w'ithout understanding 

the cause of my departure, took the same route, and both arrived 
at Dover the next day. They heard of each (fiber’s motions : each 
bribed tjie master of a packafc-boat to tran.sport him with expedi* 
tion; but that depending upon the wind, both reached Calais at 
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the sanic time, though in difForont vessels. Sir T- sent his 

valot'de-chamhre, post, with a letter, entreating me to accompany 
him into Italy, wliero ho would make mo mistress of his whole 
fortune, and to set out directly for that country, that he might not 

lose mo by the arrival of Lord B-, ])rouiising to join me tm the 

road, if 1 would consent to- make him happy. J sent his messenger 
back with an answer, wherein I expressed surprise at his proposals, 
after having signified my resolution to him before I left England. 
He w<i8 scarce di.sinis.sed, when I received another letter from Lord 

B-, beseeching me to meet him at Clermont, upon the road from 

Calais ; and conjuring me to avoid the sight «)f his rival, should ho 
get the start of him in travelling. This, however, was not likely 

to bo the ea.se, as Lord B-rode post, and the otlier was,ii)y his 

corpulence, obliged to travel in a chaise ; yet, that I might not 
increase his anxiety, 1 left Paris immediately on the receipt of his 
message, and mot liiui at the apjiointed place, wlKire ho received 
me with all the agitation of joy and fear, and asked*if 1 had ever 

eucoui’agcd Sir T-A-in his addresses. T very candidly told 

him the whole transaction, at w'hicli lie wa.s incensed ; but his 
indignation was soon appeased, when t professed my penitence, 
and assured him that I li,ul totally iejected his ri\al. N(.)t that I 

approved of my behaviour to Sir T-, who, I own, was ill used 

in this affair ; but siiiely it was more excinsablo to h.'ilt lieie, than 
proceed farther in my indiscretion. 

“ My lover being satisfied with iny declaration, w'o went together 
to Paris, being attended by the Scotchman whom I have already 
mentioned, though I believe ho was not over and above well pleased 
to see matters thus amicably compromised. Tlio furious knight 
followed us to the capital; insisted on seeing me in person ; told 
this North Briton that I was actujvlly engaged to him ; -wrote every 
hour, and railed at my perfidious conduct. 1 took no notice of 
those delirious transports,‘which were also disregarded by Lord 

B-, till one night he was exasperated by the insinuations of Mr. 

C-, who, I believe, iiifiamed his jealousy, by hinting a suspicion 

that I was really in love with his rival. \Vhab passed betwixt 
them I know not; but lie sent for me from the opera, by a physi¬ 
cian of Paris, who w^as a sort of g^i-bctweon ainong.st u.s all, and 
who told 1110 , that if I did not come home on the instant, a duel 
would be fought on rny account. 

“I was very much shocked at this information; but, by being 

used to alarms from the bebaviour of Lord-, 1 had ac(j[uired a 

pretty good share of resolutif.'ii, and with great composure entered 

the room where Lord -was, with his companion, whom I 

immediately ordered to withdraw. I then gave his lordship to 
understand, that I w^as informed of what had passed, and thought 
myself so much injured by the person who had just quitted the 
apartment, “that I would no longer live under tho same roof with 

him. Lond B-raved like a bedlamite, taxing me with want of 

candour and affection ; but I easily jiistified my own integrity, and 
gave him such assurances of my love that his jealousy subsided, 
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and Ilia spirits wero recomposed. Nevertheless, I insisted upon his 

dismissing Mr. C-, on jiain of iny leaving the house, as I could 

not help thinking lie had used his endeavours to iirejudico me in 
the opinion of uiy lord. If his conduct was the result of friendship 
for his patrrin, lie certainly acted the part of an honest and trusty 
adherent: bub 1 could not easily forgive*him, because a few weeks 
before, Ifo had, by my interest, obtained a considerable addition to 
his allowance j and even after the steps ho had taken to disobJigo 
me, I was not so much his enemy, but that I prevailed upon Lord 

B-to double hi.s salary, that his leaving the family might be no 

detriment to his fortune. His lordship having comidied witVi iny 
demand, this gentleman, after having stayed three days in the 
housodto prepare for lus departure, during which 1 would not suller 
him to be admitted into my presence, made liis retreat with a fine 
young girl who was my coinpani*>>i, and J have never soon him since 
that time. • 

“ Sir T-still continued furious, and w'ould not take a dcni.al, 

except from my own mouth ; upon which, with the approbation of 

Lord B-, I indulged him with an interview. He entered the 

apartment w’th a stern countenance, and told me I had used him 
ill : 1 pleaded guilty to the charge, and begged his pardon accord¬ 
ingly. T attempted to reason the case w'ith him, bub he w'ould hear 
no arguments exccjit his own, and even tried to intimidate me with 
threats ; which provoked me to such a degree, that I defied his 
vengeance. I told him that I feared nothing but the ivport of my 
own conscicnoo ; that though 1 had acted a siiniile part, lio durst 
not say there was anything criminal in my conduct; and that, 
from his present frantic and unjust behaviour, I thought myself 
happy in having escaped him. He swore I was tlio most inflexible 
of all creatures ; asked if notliing would move mo : and wlicu 
I answered, ‘ Nothing,’ took his leave, and never afterwards 
persecuted me with his addresses ; though I have heard he was 
vain and false enough to boast of favours, whicli, u{)on my honour, 
he never received, as he liimself, at one time, owned to Doctor 
Cantwell at Paris. 

“ While he underwent all this frenzy and distraction upon my 
account, ho was loved with the^same violence of passion by a certain 
Scottish lady of quality, wlio, wdien he folloived mo to France, 
pursued him thither with the same eagerness and expedition. Far 
from being jealous of mo as a rival, she used to come to my house, 
implore my good offices with the object of her love, and, laying 
herself on the floor, at full length, before the tire, weej) and cry like 
a person bereft of her senses. She bitterly complained that ho had 
never obliged her but once ; and begged, with the iijost earnest 
supplications, that I would give her an oiiportunity of seeing him 
at my house ; but I thought proper to avoid her company as soon 
as I perceived her intention. ^ . 

“ We continued at Paris for some time, duriiig which I contracted 

an acquaintance with the sistft* of Madame de la T-. Sho was 

the supposed mistrcLs of the prince of C-, endowed with, a greai 
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share of unclorstanding, and loved pleasure to excess, though she 
luaiiitaiued her reputation on a respectiible footing, by living with 
her husband and mother. This lady, perceiving that I had inspired 
her lon'er with a jiassion, which gave mo uneasiness on her account, 
actually practised all her eloquence and art in persuading mo to 
listen to his love ; for it was a maxim with her, to please him at 
any rale. 1 was shocked at her indelicate complaisance, and 
rejected the jiroposal as repugnant to my present engagement, 
which 1 held as sacred as any nuptial tie, and much more binding 
tliaii a forced or unnatural marriage. 

“ Upon our return to England w e lived in great harmony and 
peace, and nothing was wanting to my hap])iiic.ss, but the one thing 
to me tlie most needful ; 1 moan the enchanting tendorne|s and 

delightful enthusiasm of love. Lord B-’a heart, I believe, felt 

the soft impressions ; and, for my ow'u part, 1 loved him wdth the 
most faithful atlection. It is not enough to say I wished him w’ell; 
I had the most delicate, tlio most genuine esteem fouiliis virtue ; I 
had an intimate regard and anxiety for his interest; and felt for 
him as if ho had been my own son : but still tliero W'as a vacancy 
in my licart; there was not that fervour, that transport, that 
ecstacy of passion -which 1 had formerly known ; mj bosom was not 
tilled with the little deity. 1 could not help recalling to my 
remembrance the fond, the ravishing moments ] had passed with 

S-'. Had I understood tho conditions f)f life, those pleasures 

w’cre hapjiily exchanged for my present situation, because, if I 
was now deprived of those rapturous enjoyments, I was also 
exempted from the cares and anxiety that attended them; but I 
W'as generally oxtrav.igant in my notions of happiness, and there¬ 
fore construed my present tiamjuillity into an insipid languor and 
stagnation of life. 

o • ^ 

“While I remained in this inactivity of sentiment, Lord-, 

having received a very considerable addition to his fortune, sent a 

message to me, promising that if I w'ould leave Lord B-, he 

would make me a present of a house and furniture, where I should 
live at my ease, without being exposed to his visits, except when I 
should be disposed to receive tliom. This iiroposal he made in 
consequence of W'hat I had ahvays ..declared ; namely, that if he 
had not reduced mo to tho necessity of putting myself under the 
protection of some person or other, by depriving me of any other 
means of subsistence, I should never have given the world the least 
cause to scandalise my reputation : and that I would withdraw 
myself from my present dependence as soon .as he should enable 
me to live by myself. I was thei'efore resolved to be as good as 
my word, and accepted his oiler, on condition tliat I should be 
wholly at my own disposal, and that he should never enter my 
door but as a visibint or common friend. 

“ These articles being ratiiicd by his word and honour, the value 
of which I did not then know, a house was furnished according to 

my directions ; and I signified my intention to Lord B -, who 

consented to my removal, with this proviso, that I should continue 
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to aee him. I wrote also to his relation, Mr. B-, who, iu his 

answer, observed that it was too lato to advise when I was actually 
determined. All my friends and acquaintance approved of tlio 
scheme, though it was one of the most unjustifiable steps 1 had 
ever taken, being a ical act of ingratitude to iny benefactor, which 
1 soon did, and alw.ays shall, regret and «ondomn. So little is the 
world (Qualified to judge of private affairs ! 

“When the time of our parting drew near, L»»rd B-became 

gloomy and discontouted, and even entreated me to postpone my 
re.so]ution ; but 1 told him, tliat now every thing was prepared for 
my reception, I could not retract witliout iucuiring the itnpuUi' 
tion of folly and extravagance. On the very day of my departure, 

Mr. U-endeavoured, with all the arguments he could suggest, 

to dissu.'ido me from my puriioso ; and 1 made -use of the same 
answer which had satisfied his friend. Finding me determined 
upon removing, he burst out into a flood of toar.s, exclaiming, ‘ B}’’ 

God, if Lord^-can bear it, I can’t ' ’ 1 was thunderstruck at 

this expression ; for though 1 had been tohl that Mr. B-was in 

love with mo, 1 gave no credit to the report, because he had never 
declared his xia.ssion ; and this was the first hint of it that ever 
escaped him in my hearing. 1 was theiefore so much amazed at 
the circumstance of tin.s abrupt explanation, tli.it T could make no 
answer ; but, having taken my leave, w'ent away, ruminating on the 
unexpected declaration. 

“LordB-, as I w'as informed, .spoke not a word that whole 

night, and took my leaving liun so much to heart, that two years 
elapsed before he got the better of his grief, Thi.s intelligence T 
afterwards received fnmi his own mouth, and ashed hl.s forgivonos.s 
for my unkind retreat, thougli 1 .shall never be able to obtain my 

own. As for Mr. B-, ho wa^^ ovurwheliiied with sorrow, and 

made such efforts to suppress his concern, as li.ad well nigh cost 

him his life. Ur. 8- was called tt^ him in the mi<ldle of the 

night, and found him almost suffocated. lie soon guessed the 
cause, when lie understood that I had left the house : so that I 
myself was the only person concorned wdio was utterly ignorant of 
his affection; for 1 solemnly declare ho never gave me the least 
reason to su.spect it while 1 livwd with his relation, because he liad 
too much honour to entertain a thought of supplanting his friend, 
and too good an ojiinioii of me to believe lie should have suececdod 

in the attornjit. Though my love for Lord B-was not so tender 

and interesting as tho passion 1 had felt for S-, my fidelity was 

inviolable, and 1 never har'boured the most distant thought of any 
other person till after I liad resolved to leave him, when, I owm, I 
afforded some small encouragement to the addresses of a now 
admirer, by telling him that I should, m a little time,’be my own 
mistress, though 1 was not now at my own disjiosal. 

“I enjoyed my new house as a little paradise ; it was accommo¬ 
dated with all sorts of conveniences; everything was new, and 
therefore pleasing; and the whole absolutely at my command. I 
had the company of a relation, a very good woman, with whom I 
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lived in tho most amicable manner ; was visited by the best people 
in town—I mean tliose of the male sex, the ladies having long ago 
forsaken mo; I frecpiented all reputable places of jiublic entertain¬ 
ment, and had a concert at home once a week ; so that my days 
rolled on in happiness and quiet, till all my sweets were erabitterG<l 
by tho vexatious behaviour, of my husband, who began to importune 
mo again to live with him ; and by the increasing anxiety*of Lord 

11-, who, though I still admitted his visits, plainly perceived 

that I wanted to relinquish liis correspondence. This discovery 
I’aisod such tempests of jealousy anti despair within his breast, that 
ho kept me in continual alarms : ho sent messages to me every 
hour, signed Ins letters with his own blood, raved like a man in an 
ecstacy of madness, railed at my ingratitude, and praised iny con¬ 
duct by turns, lie offered to sacrifice everything for my love, to 
leave the kingdom forthwith, and live witli me for ever in any i)art 
of the world where I should choose to reside. 

“These were generous and tempting proposals ; byt T was beset 
with counsellors who were not totally disinterested, Jind who dis¬ 
suaded me from embracing the proffers of my lover, on pretence 

that Lord - would be liighly injured by my compliance. I 

listened to their advice, and hardened my heart against Lord 

13-’s sorrow and solicitatKnis. My behaviour on this occasion is 

altogether unaccountable ; this was tho only time that ever 1 was 

a slave to admonition. Tlio condition of Lord B-would have 

molted any heart but mine, and yet mine w'as one of the most 
sensible : he employed his cousin as an advocate with me, till that 
gentloman .actually refused tlie office, telling him candidly that his 
own inclinations were too much engaged to permit him to perform 
tho task with fidelity and truth, lie accordingly resolved to avoid 
my presence, until my lord and T should come to some final deter¬ 
mination, w'hich was greatly retarded by the perseverance of his 
lordship, who w'ould not regign his hopes, even when I pretended 
that another man luid engaged my heart, but said that in time my 
affection might return. 

“Our correspondence, however, gradually wore off; upon wliich 

Mr. B-renewed his visits, and many agreeable and happy 

hours we passed together. Not that^lio, or any other person whom 
1 now saw, succeeded to the i)rivilogo of a fortunate lover: 1 knew 
ho loved me to madness, but I would not gratify his passion any 
other way than hy the most jirofound esteem and veneration for 
Ilia virtues, which were altogether amiable and sublime ; and I 
would here draw his charactei’ minutely, but it would take up too 
much time to set forth his merits : the only man living of my 

acquaintance who resembles him is Lord F-, of whom I shall 

apeak in the sequel. 

“ About this time I underwent a very interesting change in tho 

situation of ipy heart. I had sent a message to my old lover S-, 

desiring Ko would allow my picture, which was in his possession, 
to bo copied, and ho now transmitted ^ to me by niy lawyer, whom 
he directed to ask if I intended t<i be at the next masquerade., Thi$ 
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curiosity had a strange effect upon my spirits ; my hcai-t fluttered 
at the question, and iny imagination glowed with a thousand fond 
presages. I answered in tho ailirmative ; and wo mot by accident 
at tho ball. 1 could not behold him without emotion : when ho 
accosted me, his well-known voice made my heart vibrate, like a 
musical chord, when iU unison is struck^ all tho ideas of our jmt 
love, wl^cli tho lapse of time and alisonco liad enfeebled and lulled 
to sleep, now awoke, and were roinspirod by his appearance; so 
that his artful excusc.s were easily admitted : I ftirg.avo liiin all that 
I had suffered on his account, because he was the natural lord of 
iny affection ; and our former corrospondonco W'as reiiew’ed. 

“ T thouf^it myself in a new world of bliss, in consequence of this 
reconciliation, the raptures of which continued unimpaired for tho 
space of four mouths, during which time he wa.«i fonder of me, if 
possible, than before ; repeated his promise of marriage, if wo 
should ever haye it in our j»owor ; assured mo he had never been 
hap])y since Ijp loft mo ; that he believed no woman had ever loved 
like me : anil, indeed, to have a not ion of my passion for that man, 
you must tirsli have loved as I did ; but, tlirough a strange caprioo, 
I lu’oke off the correspondence, out of apprehension that ho would 
forsake mo again. From his ]insl. conduct J dreaded what might 
ha]»j)eu; and the remembrance of what I Imd undergone by his 
inconstancy filled my imagination with such hon'or, that I could 
not endure tho shocking prospect, and iircmaturely plunged myself 
into tho danger rather than endure the terrors of cxiiectation. 1 
remembered that his former attachment began in the season of my 
prosjierity, when my fortune was in tho zenith, and my youth in 
its })rimo ; and that ho liad forsaken mo in the day of trouble, when 
my life became cmbariassod, and my circumstances wore on the 
decline; I foresaw nothing but continual persecution from iny 
husband, and feared that if oifbo tho keener transports of our 
reconciliation should bo over, bis aff%ctiou would sink under the 
severity of its trial. In consequence of this desertion, I received a 
letter from him, acknowleilging that he W'as rightly served, but 
that my retreat gave him inexpressible concern. 

“ Mcanwdiile, Lord - continued to act in the character of a 

fiend, tormenting me with hi.s jiauseous importunities ; ho prev'ailed 

upon tho duke of L-to employ his influence in persuading me 

to live with him ; assuring his grace that I had actually promised 
to give him that proof of my obedience, and that 1 would come 
homo the sooner for being pressed to conqdianco by a person of his 
tank and character. Induced by these reprosentations, the duke 
honoured mo with a visit; and, in the course of his exhortations, I 
understood how lie had been thus misinformed ; ujion which I sent 

for Lord-, and in his presence convicted him of the falsehood, 

by communicating to his grace tho articles of our last agreement, 
which he did not think proper to deny ; and tho duke, l^ing un¬ 
deceived, declared that he would not have given me the trouble of 
vindicating myself, had he ngt been misled % the insincerity of my 
lord. 
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“Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. II- V-, and 

afterwards iny own father, in the same task ; and, though I still 
adhered to my first resolution, persisted ivith smjh obstinacy in his 
endeavours to make me unhappy, that I determined to leave the 
kingdom. Accordingly, after 1 had si)cnt tho evening with him at 
lljinelagh, J went away about tw'o o’clock in tho morning, leaving 
my companion, with directions to restore to niy lord Im house, 
furniture, plate, and everything ho had given me since our last 
accommodation; so far w^as 1, upon this occasion, or at any other 
time of my life, from embezzling any jiart of his fortune. My 
friend followed my instructions most i)UuctuHlly ; and his lordship 
krifiws and will acknowledge the truth of this assertion.^ 

“Thus have I explained the true cause of my first expedition to 
Flanders, whither the w'orld was good-natured enough to say I 

followed Mr. B-- and tho whole army, wdiicli happened t<» bo 

sent abroad that summer. Before my departure, 1 likewise lians- 

mitted to Lord B-llie diessing-plate, china, aiif’ a very con- 

sidei’able settlement, of wbieli lie bad been generous enough to 
make mo a present. This was an instance of my integrity, which 1 
thought duo to a man who had laid me under great obligations ; and 
though I have lived to be refused a small sum bt»tb by him and 

-, I do not repent of my ilisinterested beliavjonr; all the 

revenge 1 harbour against the last of these lovers is the desire of 
having it in my power lo do him good. 

‘,‘1 now found myself adrift in llie world again, and very lieldy 
deserved the hardships of my eonditioii, for my indiscretion in 

leaving Lord B-, and in ti listing to tho w'onl of Lord-, without 

some farther security ; but I Imvo dearly paid for my imprudence. 
The. more I saw into tliu character of this man whom destiny bath 
appointed my scourge, the more was I detorniined to avoid liis 
fellowship and coimnuiiicatioii ; for he and 1 are, in j)oiiit of dis¬ 
position, as opjiosito as anydw'o ju’inciplos in nature. In the first 
place, ho is one of the most unsocial beings that ever existed ; wlieu 
I was pleased and happy, liewa.s always out of teinjiov; but if ho 
could find means to overcast and cloud my mirtji, though never so 
innocent, he then discovei’ed signs of uncommon satisfaction and 
content, because, by this disagreeable teiiiiier, be bamslied all 
company from his bouse. He is extremely weak of understanding, 
though ho possesses a good share of low cunning, wdiich has so ogre- 
giously imposed ujion some jiooiilc, that they have actually believed 
him a good-natured easy creature, and blamed me because 1 did 
not manage him to better purpose; but upon further acipiaintancc, 
they have always found him obstinate as a mule, and capricious 
as a monkey. JSfot that lie is nttciiy void of all commendable 
qualities ; li6 is punctual in paying his debts, liberal when in good 
humour, and would be well-bred, w'cre lie not subject to fits of 
absence, during which he is altogetlier unconversable ; but he is 
proud, naturally suspicious, jealous, equally with and without 
cause, never made a friend, and is an utter stranger to the joys of 
intimacy ; in short, he hangs like a damp upon society, and may be 
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properly called Kill-joy, an epithet which he has justly acquired. 
He honours me with constant profession.^ of love ; but his conduct 
is so opposite to my sentiments of that passion, as to have been the 
prime source of all my misfortunes and affliction ; and I have often 
wished myself the object of his Imie, in hopes of profiting by a 
change in his behaviour. 

“IiHle(Ki, ho has not been able to make me more unhappy than 
T believe ho is in hi.s own mind ; for ho is literally a solf-tormentor, 
who never enjoyed one gleam f)f satisfaction, except at the expense 
of another’s quiet ; and yet, with this, I liad almo.st called it 
diabolical quality, ho expects that I should oheri.sh him with all the 
tenderness of atloction. After luj lias been at pains to incur my 
aversion, he punishes my di.sgust by contriving schemes to mortify and 
porjilex me, wdiich have often succeeded .so eltectually as to endanger 
my life and constitution ; for I have boon fretted and frighted into 
sundry fit.s of illness, and then 1 own I have experienced his care 
and concern. * 

“ Over and ifbovo the oddities I have mentioned, ho is so unsteady 
in his economy, that ho is ahvays new'-modelbng his affairs, cud 
exliansting his fortune, by laying out ten pounds in order to save 
a .shilling. He imjuires into the charaetcr of a servant after ho has 
lived two years in Ids fandly, and i.s so ridiculously stocked with 
vanity and .scdf-coiiceit, that, notwithstanding my assurance before, 
and the whole series (.f my conduct .since our mai’riago, wddeh ought 
to have convinced him of my dislike, he is still persuaded that, at 
bottom, 1 must admire and bo eiiamourcil of In's agreeable person 
and accomplishments, and that I would not fail to manifest my 
love were I not spirited up against him by his own relations. 
Perhaps it might be their interest t<i foment the misunderstanding 
betwixt us ; but really they give themselves no trouble about our 
affairs, and, so far as I know Ihcu.^ s’- '’ery go<»d sort of people. 
Oil the whole, I think 1 may with jusUce, pronounce my precious 
yoke-fellow a trifling, teivsing, insuftcrablo, inconsistent creature. 

“ With the little money which remained of what 1 had received 
from his lordshqifor housekeeping, I transported myself to Flanders, 
and arrived in Ghent, a few days after our troops were (quartered in 
that city, which was so much crowded with these new visitants, 
that I should have found it ifiijiracticablo to procure a lodging, 

had I not been accommod.atcd by Lord II- 15 -, the duke 

of A-'s youngest brother, who very politely gave me up his 

own. Here I saw my friend Mr. 15 -, wlio w^as overjoyed at my 

arrival, though jealous of awry man of his acquaintance ; for he 
loved me with all the ardour of passion, and 1 regarded liiin with 
all the perfection of friendship, which, had he lived, in time might 
have produced love ; though that ivaa a fruit which it nev^er brought 
forth. Notwithstanding his earnest solicitations to the contrary, 
I stayed but a week in Ghent, from whence I proceeded to Brussels, 
and fixed my abode in the Hotel de Flandre, ^ainong afi agreeable 
set of ladies and gentlemen, with whom I spent my time very 
cheerfully. There was a Bort*of court in this city, frequented by 
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all the officers who could obtain admission to go thither; and 
tjio place in general was gay and agreeable. I was introduced to 
the best families, and very happy in my acquaintance ; for the 
ladies were polite, good-tempered, and obliging, and treated me 
with the utmost hospitality and respect. Among others, I con¬ 
tracted a friendship witl\^ Madame la comtesse de C-, and her 

two daughters, who wore very amiable young liidies; aqd became 

intimate with the Princess C-, and Countess W-, lady of the 

bedchamber to the queen of Hungary, and a great favourite of the 

governor, Monsieur d’lf-, in whose house she lived with his 

wife, who was also a lady of a very engaging disposition. 

“ Soon after I had fixed my habitation jn Brussels the company 
at our hotel was increased by throe officers, who professed them¬ 
selves my admirers, and came from Ghent with a view of soliciting 

iny love. This triumvirate consisted ()f the Scottish earl of-, 

Lord R-M-, and another young officer : the first was a man 

of a very genteel figure and amorous complexion, clanced well, and 
had a great deal of good Inunour, witli a mixture of vanity and 
self-conceit; the .second liad a good face, though a clumsy person 
and a very sweet disposition, very inucli a(la])tod for the sentimental 

passion of love ; and the third, Mr. W-by name, was tall, thin, 

and well-bred, w'ith a great stock of good nature and vivacity. 
These adventurers began their addresses in general acts of gallantly, 
that comprehended several of my female friends, with whom wo 
used to engage in parties of plea.sure both in the city and the 
environs, whicJi are extrornoly agreeable. When they thought 
they had taken the preliminary steps of securing tliomselves in my 
good opinion and o.steoin, they agreed to go on without farther 

delay, and that Lord-sliould make the first attack upon my 

heart. 

‘ ‘ He accordingly laid siege to me with such warmth and assiduity 
that I believe he d-iceivetl himself, and began to think he was 
actually in love, though at bottom he felt no impulse that deserved 
the sacred name. Though 1 discouraged him in the beginning, he 
persecuted mo with his addresses ; ho always sat by me at dinner, 
and imparted a thousand trilles in continual whispers, which 
attracted the notice of the company so much that I began to fear 
his behaviour would give rise to some report to my prejudice, and 
therefore avoided him wdth tho utmost caution. Notwithstanding 
all my care, however, he found moans one night, while my maid, 
who lay in my room, went down stairs, to get into my chamber 
after 1 was in bed ; upon which I started up, and told him that if 
ho should approach mo 1 would alarm the hou.so, for I never wanted 
courage and resolution. Perceiving my displeasure, he kneeled by 
the bedside, bogged J would have pity on his sufferings, and swore 
I should have carte blanche to the utmost extent of his fortune. 
To these proposals I made no other reply but that of protesting I 
would nev€r speak him again if he did not quit my apaiiment 
that moment; upon which he thoujjht proper to withdraw, and. I 
never aiterwards gave him an opportunity of speaking to me on 
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the saixio "subject; so that in a few weeks he separated himself 
from our society; though the ladies of Brussels considered him as 
my lover, because of all the other officers he was their greatest 
favourite. 

“His lordship being thus repulsed, Mr. W——- took the field, 
and assailed my heart in a very different manner. Ho said ho 
knew not how to make love, but was 5 man of honour, would 
keep the secret, and so forth. To this cavalier address 1 answered 
that I was not angry, as I otherwise should liave been at his blunt, 
declaration because I found, by his own confession, he did not 
know what was due to the sex ; and my mihaj)]>y situation in some 
shape excused him for a liberty which he would not have dreamed 
of taking had not my misfortunes encouraged his presumption ; 
but I would deal witli him in his own way ; and, far from assuming 
the prude, frankly assured him that lit* was not at all to my taste, 
hoping ho W'uuld consider mj dislili-e as a sufheient reason to reject 
his love. • 

“ Loixl R—began to feel the symptoms of a genuine passion, 
which ho carefully cherished in silence, being naturally diffid' et 
and bashful ; but, by the very m(^ans he used to conceal it from 
my observation, I plainly discerned the situation of his heart, and 
was not at all (lisplcased at the progress 1 had made in his inclina¬ 
tions. Moanwhik’, ho cultivated my acquaintance with great 
assiduity and respect, attended mo in all my excursi<uis, and ])ar- 
ticularly in an expedition to Antwerp, with two other gentlemen, 
whore, in doiviiright guide de cmii\ we sat for our iiictures, which 
were drawn in ono piece ; one of the party being represented in the 
dress of a hussar, and another in tliat of a running footman, 'J’his 
incident I mention because the iieiformance, Avhich is now in my 
possession, gave birth to a thousand groundless reports that circu¬ 
lated in England at our expense. » 

“It was iininediatcly after this jaunt that Lord li-began to 

discloKO his jiassion, though he at tlfe same time started such 
objections as seemed well nigh to extinguish his hopes, lamenting 
that even if he should have the happiness to engage iny affections, 
his fortune was too niconsiderahle to support us against the efforts 

of my Lord-, should he attomiit to interrupt our felicity; and 

that ho himself was obliged to ftdlow the motions of the army. In 
short, he seemed to consider my felicity more than his own, and 
behaved wdth such delicacy as gradually made an impression on my 
heart; so that when we parted wo agreed tf) renew our correspon¬ 
dence in England. 

“ In the midst of these agreeable aTnusements, which I enjoyed 
in almost all the different towns of Flanders, 1 happened to bo at 
Ghent one day, sitting among a good deal of companj', in one of 
their hotels, when a post-chaise stopped at the gate ; upon which w© 
went to the windows to satisfy our curiosity, when who should step 
out of the convenience but my little insigniffcant lord ! I no sooner 
announced him to the company, than all th*e gentlemen asked 
whether they should stay and* protect me, or withdraw j and when 



388 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


T assured them that their protection was not necessary, one and all 

of them retired ; tliough Lord 11- M-went no farther than 

the parlour below, being determined to screen mo against all 
violence and compulsion. I sent a message to my lord desiring him 
to walk up into juy a])artnient ; but, although his sole errand was 
to see and carry me off, Ijo would not venture to accept of my invi¬ 
tation till ho had demanded mo in form from the governor of the 
place. That goiitloman, being altogether a stranger to his person 
and character, referred him to the commanding ollieer of the 
Engli.sli troops, who was a man of humour ; and, upon his lord¬ 
ship’s a])j)lieation, pretended to doubt his identity observing that 

ho had always licard Lord - represented as a jolly, corpulent 

man. Ho gave him tf) understand, liowover, that even granting 
him to be the person, I was by no means subject to military law, 
iinle.s8 he could prove Unit I had ever listed in hi,s Majesty’s service. 

“ Thn.s disappointed in his endeavours, he returned to the inii, 
and with much persua-sion trusted himself in nw dining-room, 
after having stationed his attendant at the door in case of accidents. 
When 1 asked him wdiat had procured me honour of this visit, he 
told me his binsiness and intentiou wore to carry me liome. This 
decLaration produced a coiifenmce, in which T argued the case with 
him ; and matters w^erc accommodated for the present by my pro¬ 
mising to be in England some time in Scjitembor, on condition that 
he would permit mo to live by myself, as before, and immediately 
order the arrears of my pin-umnoy to be paul. He a,ssonted to 
everything 1 proposed, returned in peace to his own country, and 
the deficiencies of my allowance ’svoro made good ; while I returned 
ti^ Erusscls, where I stayed until iny departure for England, 
which 1 regulated in such a manner as was consistent with my 
engagement. 

“ 1 took lodgings in Pall-mall, and, sending for my lord, con¬ 
vinced him of my jiinictnality, and put him in mind of his promise ; 
when, to my utter astonishment and confusion, he owned that his 
promise was no more than a decoy to bring mo over, and that I 
must lay my account with living in his house like a dutiful and 
obedient v.ifc, 1 heard him with the indignation such treatment 
deserved, upbraiding him with his perfidious dealing, which I told 
him would have determined mo against cohabitation with him, 
had I not been already resolved ; and, being destitute of all 

resource, repaired to Bath, where I afterwards met with Mr, D- 

and Mr. R-, two gentlemen who had been my fellow-passengers 

in the yacht from Flanders, and who treated me with great friend¬ 
ship and politeness, without, either talking or thinking of love. 

“With these gentlemen, who wore as idle as myself, I went to 
the jubilee* at Preston, which was no other than a great number of 
people assembled in a small town, extremely ill accommodated, to 
partake of diversions that Avere bad imitations of jilays, concerts, 
and masqdbrados. df the world should jilace to the account of ray 
indiscretion my travelling in this manner with gentlemen to whom 
1 had no particular attachment, let it also be considered, as an 
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allovififcioio, that I always lived in terror of rny lord, and conse¬ 
quently w^s oft(m obliged to shift my quarters ; so that, my finances 
being extremely slender, I stood the more in need of assistance 
and protection. I was, besides, young, inconsiderate, and so simple 
as to suppose the figure of an ugly man would always secure me 
from censure on Ins account ; neither (fid I ever dream of any 
man’s adtfi’esscs until he made an actual declaration of his love. 

“Upon my return to Bath, 1 was again liarassed by Lord-, 

who came thitlier accompanied by my father, whom I was veiy 
glad to sec, though he imporluncd mo to comply with my husband’s 
desire, and for the future ko(;p measures with the •world. Tliis 
remonstrance about living with rny lord, which ho constantly 
repeated, was the only instance of his unkiiidness which I ever 
felt. ' But all Ills admonitions wove no^• of force siiffioicnt to shake 
my resolution in that particiLn, though the debah* CDiitinucd so 
late, that I told his lordship it was high time to retire, for 1 could 
not acccmiiKulifto him with a bod. .Ho (hen gave mo b) understand 
that he would stay where he was ; upon whicli my father took bis 
leave, on pretence of looking out for a lodging for himself. 

“The little gentleman, being now left with iiuj, began 

to discover some signs of apprehension in his looks ; but, mustering 
up all his resolution, he went to the door, called up three of his 
servants, Avhoni he placed as sentinels upon tlie stair, and flounced 
into my olliow-chair, where ho resigned himself to rest. Intending 
to go to bed, I thought it was but just and decent that I should 
screen myself from the intrusion of his footmen, and with that view 

bolted the door. Lord-, hearing himself haiUed in, started up 

in the utmost terror and consternation, kicked the door with his 
heel, and screamed aloud, as if he had been in the hands of au 
assassin. My father, wdio had neat yet quitted the house, hearing 
these outcries, run up stairs again, and, coming through my bed¬ 
chamber into tlie dining-r<x)m where wo were, found mo almost 
suffocated with laughter, and his heroic son-in-law staring like 
one who had lost his witii, with his hair standing on end. 

“When my father asked the meaning of his exclamations, ho 
told him, with all the symptoms of dismay, that I had locked hiui 
in, and ho did not understani? such usage; but I explained tho 
whole mystery, by saying, I had bolted the door, because I did not 
like the company of his servants, and could not imagine the cause 
of his panic, unless ho thought I designed to ravish him ; an. insult, 
than which nothing was farther from my intention. My father 
himself could scarco refrain from laughing at his ridiculous fear ; 
but, seeing him in great confusion, took pity on his condition, and 
carried him oflf to his own lodgings, after I had givoi\, my word 
that 1 would not attempt to escape, but give him audience next 
morning. I accordingly kept my promise, and found means to 
persuade them to leave mo at my own discretion. Noxteday I was 

rallied upon the stratagem I had contrived to frighten Lord-; 

ahd a thousand idle stories wtre told about this adventure, which 
happened literally as t have related it, 
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“From Bath I betook myselfjto a small house near Lincoln, 

which I had liired of the d- of A-, because a country life 

suited best wifcli niy income, which was no more than four hundred 
pounds a-year, and that not well paid. I continued some months 

ill this retirement, and saw no oou)i)any, except LordR-M-, 

who lived 111 the ncighbc?urlio(»d, and visited me twice ; till, finding 
myself indisposed, I w'as obliged to remove to London' and took 
lodgings ill Maddox-street, where my garrison was taken by storm 

by iny lord and his steward, reinforced by Mr. L-V-- (who, 

as my lord told me, had a subsidy of five-and-twonty pounds before 
ho would take the field) and a couple of hardy footmen. This 
formidable baud rushed into my apartment, laid violent hand.s 
u]ioii me, dragged mo down stairs without gloves or a cloak, and, 
thruisiing me into a coach tliat stood at the door, conveyed mo to 
my lord’s lodgings in (ilouccster-stroet. Upon this occasion lii.s 
lordship courageously drew his sword upon fny woman, who 
attempted to defend mo from liis insults, and, inwall probability, 
would have intimidated him from proceeding ; for he looked pale 
and aghast, his knees knocked together, and ho breathed thick and 
hard, with his nostrils diluted, as if he had seen a ghost. But he 
was encouraged by his mercenary associate, wlio, for the live-and' 
twenty pounds, stood by him in the day of trouble, and spirited 
him on to this gallant enterprise. 

“In consequence of this exploit, I was cooped up in a palbiy 
apartment in Glouccstcr-street, where T was close beset by his 

lordship, and his worthy steward Mr. II-, with a sot of servants 

that were the creatures of this fellow, of whom Lord-himself 

stood in awe ; so that I could nob help thinking myself in Newgate, 
among tliioves and rullians. To such a degree did iiiy terror avail, 
that I actually believed I was in danger of being poisoned, and 
would not receive any sustenance, except from the hands of one 
harmless-looking fellow, foreigner, who was my lord’s valet-de- 
charnbro. 1 will not pretend to say my fears w'ere just; but such 

was my opinion of II-n, that I never doubted lie would put me 

out of the way, if he thought my life interfered with his interest. 

“On the second day of my niiprisonmont, I was visited by the 
duke of L— z —, a friend of my lord, who found mo sitting ui>on a 
trunk, in a poor little dining-room filled with lumber, and lighted 
with two bits of tallow candle, which had been loft over-night. 
He perceived in my countenance a mixture of rage, indignation, 
terror, and despair, lie compassionated my sufferings, though he 
could not alleviate my distrous any other way than by interceding 
with my tyrant to mitigate iny oppression. Nevertheless, I 
remained pleveii days in this comfortable situation ; I was watched 
like a criminal all day, and one of the servants walked from one 
room to another all night, in the nature of a patrole ; while my 
lord, 'who 4ay in the chamber above me, got out of bed, and tripped 
to the window at the sound of every coach'that chanced to pass 

through the street. H-, who w^ consummate in the arts of a 

sycophant, began to court my favour, by condoling my aflliotioii, 
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and assuring me, that the only method by which I could rogam 
my liberty was a cheerful compliance with the humour of my lord. 
I was fully convinced of the truth of this observation ; and though 
my temper is altogether averse to dissimulation, attempted to 
affect an air of serenity and resignation. But this disguise I found 
would not answer my purpose, and therefore I had recourse to the 
assiatandb of my maid, who was permitted to attend me in my 
coniinement. With her I frequently consulted about the means 
of accomfjlishing my escape. In consequence of our deliberations, • 
she directed a coach and six to be ready at a certiiin part of the 
town, and to wait for me three days iii the same place, in case I 
could not come before the expiration of that term. 

“This i)revious measure being taken according to my instruc¬ 
tions, the next necessary step was to elude the vigilance of my 
guard ; and in this manner did I elfcctiiato my purpose. Being, 
by this time, indulged in the liberty of going out in the coach, 
for the benefit of the air, attended by two footmen, who had orders 
to watch all my motions, 1 made use of this privilege one forenoon, 

when Lord-expected some company to dinner, and bade the 

coachman drive to the lodgings of a man who wrote with his 
mouth, intending to give my spies the slip, on pretence of seeing 
this curiosity ; but they wore too alert in their duty to be thus 
outwitted, ami followed me upstairs into the very apartment. 

“Disappointed in this hope, 1 revolved another scheme, which 
was attended with success. 1 bought some olives at an oil-shop, 
and, telling the si'rvants I would proceed to St. James’s-gate, and 
take a turn in the ])ark, broke (uie of the bottles by the way, 
conijilained of the misfortune when I was set down, .and desired 
.that rny coach might be cleaned before my return. While iny 
attendants were omi»loyed in Jhis oibce, I tripped across the 
Parade to the Horse-guard.s, and chanced to meet with an acquaint¬ 
ance in the park, who tuiid he saw bf my countenance that I was 
on some expedition. I owned his suspicion was just; but, as I 
had not time to relate particulai's, T quickened my pace, and took 
possession of a hacknoy-coacli, in which I proceeded to the vehicle 
which I had appointed to be in waiting. 

“While I thus compassed*my escape, there was nothing but 
peiqilexity and confusion at home ; dinner was delayed till six 
o’clock ; my lord ran half the town over in quest of his equipage, 
which at last returned with an account of my elopement. My 
maid was brought to the question, and grievously threatened; but, 
like all the women I ever had, niraained unshaken in her fidelity. 
In the mean time, f travelled night and day towards my retreat 
in Lincolnshire, of which his lordship had not as yet j^ot the least 
intelligence; and as my coachman was but an inexperienced 
driver, I was obliged to make use of my own skill in that exercise, 
and direct his endeavours the whole way, without yonturing to 
go to bed, or take the least repose, until I reached my own habita¬ 
tion. There I lived in peace and tranquillity for the space of 
six weeks, when I was alt^med by one of my loixl’s myrmidio&s, 
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who came into tho neighbourhood, blustering and swearing that ho 
would carry me off either dead or alive. 

“ It is not to 'be supposed that I was perfectly easy when I was 
made acquainted with his purpose and declaration, as my whole 
family consisted of no more than a couple of women and one 
footman. However, I siimmoued up my courage, wliich had 
been often tried, and never forsook me in the day of danger ; and 
sent him wor<l, that if ever ho should presume to approach my 
house, I would order him to be shot Avithout ceremony. Tho 
fellow did not choose to put mo to tho trial, and returned to town 
without his errand: but as tho place of my abode was now dis¬ 
covered, 1 laid my account wuth having a visit from his employer ; 
I therefore planted spies \ipon tho road, w'ith a promise of reward 
to him who should bring mo the first intelligence of his lordship’s 
approach. 

“Accordingly, 1 was one moniing apprised of hie coming; and, 
mounting horse immediately, with my Avoman anii valet, aivay 
Ave rode, in defiance of Avinter. In two days T traversed the 
wilds of Lincolnshire and hundreds of Es.sex, crossed the river at 
Tilbury, breakfasted at Chatham, by the help of a guide and 
moonlight arriv'ed at Dover the same OA’^cning, embarked for 
Calais, in Avhich place I found myself next day, at two o’chick 
in tho afternoon; and, being heartily tired with my journey, 
betook myself to rest. My maid, avIio w.as not able to travel Avith 
such expedition, followed mo at an easier pace ; and tho footman 
was so astonished at my perseverance, that ho could not help 
asking, upon the road, if ever T Avas Aveary in my life ^ Certain 
it is, my spirits and resolution have enabled mo to undergo 
fatigues th:ifc are almost incredible. From Calats I went to. 
Brussels, where 1 again set up ipy rc.st in priA^atc lodgings; \\\aR 
again perfectly well received by tho fashionable people of that 
place ; and, by the interest »)f my friends, obtained tho queen of 
Hungary’s protection against tho persecution of my husband, while 
I should reside in the Austrian Netherlands. Thus secured, 1 
lived uncensured, conversing with the English company Avith 
whom this city Avas crowded, but spent the most agreeable part 
of my time witli the countess of Caleinbcrg, in whoso house I 
generally dined and supped ; and [ also contracted an intimacy 
with tho princess of Chemay, A^dio Avas a great favourite with 
Madame d’Harrach, tho goA crnor’s lady. 

“ I liad not been long in this liappy situation, Avhen I was dis¬ 
turbed by the arrival of Lord-, wdio demanded me of tho 

governor ; but, finding mo sheltered from his power, he set out 
for Vienna; and, in consequence of his representations, strengthened 

Avith the duke of N-’.s name, my protection was Avithdrawn. 

But, before this application, ho had gone to the camp, and 
addressed himself to my Lc»rd Stair, who was my particular friend 
and ally by my first marriage, desiring he would compel me to 
return to his house. His lordship told, him that 1 Avas in no shape 
subject to his command • but invited him to dinner, with a view. 
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of diverting himself and company at the expense of his guest. 
In the evening, ho was plied with so many bumpers to my healtli, 
that ho became intoxicated, and extremely obstreperous, insisted 
upon seeing Lord Stair after he was retired to rest, and quarrelled 

with Lord D-, who, being a tall, large, raw-boned Scotchman, 

could have swallowed him at one mouthful; but he thought he 
might venture to cluillenge him, in hopes of- being put under 
arrest by the general : though he reckoned without his host: Lord 
Stair knew his di8])Osition, and, in order to punish his presump¬ 
tion, winked at the afl'air. The challenger, finding himself mis¬ 
taken ill liis conjecture, got up early in the morning, and went off 
post for Yienna ; and Lord Stair desired a certain man of quality 
to make me a visit, and give mo an account of his behaviour. 

lleing now deprived of my protection and .pin-money, which 
my generous husband would no longer ])ay, I was reduced to great 

diftieulby and distress, 'riu, duchess d’Aremherg, Lord G-, and 

many other fiersous of distinction interceded in my behalf with 
his majesty, who was thou abroad ; but he refused to iiiteiqioso 
between man and Avifo. The eounhoss of Caleiuberg wrote a 
letter to my fiilher, in which she represented my uncomfortable 
situation, and undertook to answer for my conducti, in case ho 
would alloAV me a small annuity, on Avhich I could live inde- 

jicndeiit of Lord-, as ho, by all accounts, Aivas a wretch Avith 

whom r could never enjoy the least liappinoss or quiet; otherwise 
she would bo the first to advi.se me to an accommodation. 8he gave 
him to understand that her character Avas neither doubtful nor 
<ibsoure ; and that if my conduct there had not been irrciiroachable, 
she should not have iakon me under lier protection ; that as I pro- 
j^iosed to board in a convent, a small sum would answer my occa¬ 
sions ; but, if that should be denjeJ, I Avoiikl actually go to service, 
or take some other desperate step, to av«>id the man who avus my 
bane and aversion. • 

“To this kind remonstrance my father answered, that his for¬ 
tune Avould not alloAV him to assist me ; he had now a young 
family; and that I ought, at all events, to return to iny husband. 
By this time, such was the extremity of my circumstances, that 
r Avas forced to pawn my clofeiies and every trifling trinket in my 

possession, and oven to descend so far as to solicit Mr. W-for a 

loan of fifty pounds, Avhich he refused. Thus was 1 deserted in 
my distress by two persons, to whom, in flic season of my affluence, 
my purse had been always ojjen. Nothing so effectually subdues 
a spirit unused to supplicate, as Avant; repulsed in this manner, I 

hail recourse to Lord B -, who was also, it seems, unable to 

relieve my necessities. This mortification I deserved at his hands, 
though he had once jmt it in my power to be above all such paltry 
applications ; and I should not have been compelled to the dis¬ 
agreeable task of troubling my friends, had not ^ voluntarily 
resigned Avhat he formerly gave mo. As ttf the other gentleman 
to whom I addressed mys^ on this occasion, I think he might 
have shown more regard to my situation, not only for the reasons 
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already mentioned, but because ho knew me too well to be igno¬ 
rant of what I must have sudcred, in condescending to make such a 
request. 

“Several officers, who guessed my adversity, generously offered 
to supply me with money ; but I could not bring myself to make 
use of their friendship, or V)ven to own my distress, except to one 
person, of whom I borrowed a small sum. To crown niy misfor¬ 
tunes, I was taken very ill, at a time when there was no other way 
of avoiding the clutches of ray persecutor but by a precipitate 
flight. Ill this emergency, I applied to a worthy gentleman at 
Brussels, a very good friond of mine, but no lover ;—I say no lover, 
because every man is supposed to act in that ca[)acity who^ 
befriends a young woman in distress. This generons Fleming sot 
out with mo, in the night, from Brussels, and conducted me to the 
frontiers of Franco. Being very much indisposed, both in mind 
and body, when 1 was obliged to undertake this expedition, I 
shcmld, in all probability, have sunk under the fat%uo of travel¬ 
ling, had not my sjiirits been kept up by tlio conversation of my 
companion, who was a man of business and consequence, and 
undertook to manage my affairs in such a manner as would enable 
me to re-establish my residence in the place I had loft. Ho was 
young and active, attended mo with the utmost care and assiduity, 
and left nothing undone which ho thought would contribute to my 
ease and satisfaction. I believe his friendship for me was a little 
tinctured with anotlier passion; but ho was married, and lived 
very well with his wife, wlio was alsi) my friend ; so that ho know I 
would never think of liini in the light of a lover. 

“ Upon our arrival at Valeiicieiiuos, he accommodated me with a 
little money (for a litt le was all I would take), and* returned to hia 
own city, after wo had settled a c«j^’roapoudenc 0 by letters. I was 
iletained a day or two in this place by my indisi'osition, which 
increased ; but nevertlieloss# proceeded to Paris, to make interest 
for a protection from the king of France, which that monarch 
graciously accorded mo in three days after my first application ; and 
iiis minister .sent orders to all the governors and intendants of the 

province towns, to protect me against tho efforts of Lord-, in 

whatever place I should choose to reside. 

“Having returned my thanks at Versailles for this favour, and 
tfirned a few days at Paris, which was a place altogether unsuit¬ 
able to tho low ebb of my fortune, 1 repaired to Lisle, whore J 
intended to lix my habitation ; and there my disorder recurred 
with such violence, that I was iibligod to send for a physician, who 
sueincd to have been a disciple of Sangrado ; for he scarce left a 
drop of blood in my body, and yet I found myself never a whit the 
better. Intleed, I was so much exhausted by those evacuations, 
and my constitution so much impaired by fatigue and perturbation 
of mind, thfyji I had no other hope of recovering but that of reach¬ 
ing England, and putting myself under the direction of a physician 
on whoso ability I could depend. *• 

“ With this doubtful prospect, therefore, 1 determined toatt^inpt 



MEMOIRS OF A LADY OF QUALITY. 


395 


a return to my native air, and actually departed from Lisle in such 
a melancholy, enfeebled condition, that 1 had almost fainted when 
I was put into the coach. But before I resolved upon this journey, 
I was reduced to the utmost exigence of fortune; so that I could 
scarce afford to buy provisions had it been in my power to eat, and 
should not have been able to defray nijl travelling expenses, had I 

not bee’b generously befriended by Lord R,- M-, who, I am 

sure, Would have done anything for my ease and accommodation, 
though he has unjustly incurred the imputati«:>n of being parsimo¬ 
nious, and 1 had no reason to expect any such favour at his hands. 

“In this deplorable state of lioalth 1 was convoyed to Calais, 
being all the way, as it wove, in the arms of death, without having 
swallowed the least sustenance on the road. Ho much was my 
indisjiosition augmented by the fatigue of the journey, that I 
swooned when I was brought into the inn, aiul had almost expired 
before 1 could*receive the least as.sistance or advice : however, my 
spirits wercl. little revived by some bread and wine, which T took 
at the j)ersuasion of a French s\ivgeon, who, chancing to pass ))y 
the door, was called up to my relief. Having sent my servant to 
Brussels, to lake care of my chjthes, 1 crul)urked in the packet- 
boat, and by the time we arrived at Dover, was almost in ex¬ 
tremity. 

“ Hero I found a return-coach, in which I was carried to London, 
and WHS put to bed in the liouse wdicre wo put up, more dead than 
alive. The people of the inn sent for an apothecary, wlio adminis¬ 
tered some cordial that recalled mo to life : and when I recovered 
the use of speech, 1 told him wlio I was, and desired him to wait 

upon Dr. B-, and iuf<trm him of my .situation. A young girl, 

• who wa.s nieco to the landlord’s wife, seeing me unattended, made 
a tender of her service to mo, a^vd I accepted the offer, as well as of 
a lodging in the ajiothecary’s house, to which I was conveyed as 
soon as my strength would admit ftf my removal. There I was 
visited by my physician, who was sliocked to find me in such a 
dangerous condition ; however, having considered my case, ho 
perceived that my indisposition proceeded from the calamities I 
had undergone, and encouraged mo with the hope of a speedy euro, 
provided I could be kept easy and undisturbed. I was accordingly 
attended with all imaginable care, my lord’s name being never 
mentioned in my hearing, because T considered him as the fatal 
source of all my misfortunes; and in a month I recovered my 
health, by the great skill and tenderness of my doctor^ who rigw 
finding mo strong enough to encounter fresh troubles, endeavoured 
to persuade me that it would bo my wisest step to return to my 
husband, whom, at that time, lie had often occasion to .see. But I 
rejected his proposal, commenced a now lawsuit for separation, and 
took a small house in St. Jamea’s-squaro. 

“About this time, my woman returned from Brussels, but with¬ 
out my clothes, which were detained on afccount of the money I 
owed in that place ; and, •asking her dismission from my service, 
sot up shop for herself. I had not lived many weeks in my new 
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liallibation, when my persecutor renewed his attempts to make 
himself master of my person ; but I had learned from experience 
to redouble my vigilance, and he was frustrated in all his endea¬ 
vours. I was again happy in the convereation of my former 
facquaijitanco, and visited by a great number of gentlemen, mostly 
persons of probity and sense, who cultivated my friendship, without 
any other motive of attachment. Not that I was unsolicited on the 
article of love : that was a theme on which I never wanted orators ; 
and could I have prevailed upon myself to profit by the advances 
that wore made, 1 might have managed my oj)portunitie8 so as to 
have set fortune at defiance for the future : but I was none of 
those economists, who can sacrifice their hearts to interested con¬ 
siderations. 

“One evening, while I was conversing with threo or four of my 
friends, my lawyer came in and told me ho had something of 
consequence to impart, upon which all the gentlemen, biifoiie wont 
away. Then he gave mo to understand that my suit fivould imme¬ 
diately come to trial ; and though ho hoped the best, the issue was 
uncertain ■ that if it should 1)0 given against me, the decision 
would inspire my lord with fresh s]nnts to disturb inv peace ; and 
therefore it would be convenient lor me to retire, until the allair 
should be brought to a determination. 

“ I was very mucli disconcerted at this intelligence ; ami the 
gentleman who stayed, perceiving my concern asked what 1 
intended to do, or if ho could servo me in any sliape, and desired to 
know whither I projiosed to retreat. 1 aireetcd to laugh, and 
answered, ‘ To ti garret, T believe ’ To this over-strained raillery 
ho replied, that if T should, his friendship and regard would find 
the way to my apartment; and 1 had no reason to doubt the 
sincerity of liis declaration, VVe consulted about the measures I 
should take, and 1 determined to remove into the country, where I 
was soon favoured with a loater from him, wherein he expressed 
the infinite pleasure ho had in being able to assure mo that iny 
suit had been successful, and that I might appear again with great 
safety. 

“ Accor<lingly I returned to town in his coach and six, which ho 
had sent for my convenience, and the same evening went with 
him to the masquerade, where wo passed the night very agree¬ 
ably, his spirits, as well as mine, being elevated to a joyous pitch 
by the happy event of my process. This gentleman was a person 
of great honour, worth and good-nature ; he loved me extremely, 
but did not care that I should know the extent of hia passion : on 
the conbriiry, ho endeavoured to persuade me, he had laid it down 
as a maxim, that no woman should ever have power enough over 
his heart to give him the least jiain or disquiet. In short, he had 
made a progress in luy affection, and to liis generosity was I in¬ 
debted for mv subsistence two whole years, during which he was 
continually jirofessing' this philosophic indifference, while, at the 
same time, ho was giving mo daily aisurances of his friendship 
and esteem, and treating mo with incessant marks of the most 
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passionate love ; so that I concluded his intention was cold, though 
his temper was warm. Considering myself as an encumbrance 
upon his fortune, T redoubled my endeavours to obtain a separate 
maintenance from my lord, and removed from St. Jaines’s-square 
to lodgings at Kensington, wlioro I had not long enjoyed myself in 
tranquillity, before it was interrupted by a very unexpected visit. 

“ Wlplc 1 was busy one day dressing in my dining-room, I found 
his lordship at my elbow before I was aware of his approach, 
altliough his coach was at the door, and tlio house already in the 
possession of his servants. Ho accosted me in the usual style, as 
if we had parted the night before ; and I answered him with an 
appearance of the same careless familiarity, desiring him to sit down 
while I retreated to my chamber, locked the door, and fairly went 
to bed ; being, perhaps, the first woman who went tliither for pro¬ 
tection from the insults of a man. Hero, tlicn, I immured myself 
with my faitliful Abig.iil. My l('rd, finding me secured, knocked^ at 
the door, and thnuigli the keyhole begged to be admitted, assuring 
mo, that all lie wanted was a conference. 1 desired to be excused, 
though I believed his assurance ; but I had no inclination b- con¬ 
verse with him, hocauso 1 knew from experience the nature of his 
conversation, which was so disagreeable and tormenting, that I 
would have exchanged it at any time for a good beating, and thought 
mj^solf a gainer hy the bargain. However, he persisted in his 
importunities to sucli a degree, that I assented to his proposal, on 

condition that the duke of L-should be present at the interview: 

and lie immediately sent a message to his grace, while I in j*oace 
ate my breakfast, convoyed in a basket, which was hoisted up to 
the window of my bedchamber. 

“The duke was so kind as to come at my lord’s request, and, 
before I would ojicn the dfior, gave me his word tliat I sliould be 
protected from all violence and coui}»ulsi(m. Thus assured, they 
were permitted to cuter. My little {j^ntlcman, sitting down by my 
bedside, began to rejicat the old liackiicycd arguments he had 
formerly used, with a view v)f inducing me to live with liim ; and 
I, on my side, rciieatcd iny former objections, or jirctendcd to 
listen to his representations, wliilc my imagination i\a8 employed 
ill contriving the means of cflcctiiig au escape, as the duke easily 
jiorceived hy my counteiiaiicA 

“Finding ail his remonstrances iiiefFoctual, ho quitted the 
chamber, and left his cause to the eloiiucnce of his grace, \vho sat 
with me a whole half-hour, without exerting himself much in behalf 
of his client, because ho knew I was altogether obstinate, and deter¬ 
mined on that score ; but joked upon the behaviour of his lordship, 
who, though jealous of most people, had left liim alone with mo in 
xiiy bedchamber, observing, that lie must either liaye great con¬ 
fidence in his virtue, or a very bad opinion of liim otherwise. In 
short, I found means to defer the categorical answer till next day, 
and invited the duke and his lordship to dine with me to-morrow. 
My wise yoke-fellow seemed to doubt the sincerity of this invitation, 
and was very much disposefl to keep i^jssession of my house ; but, 
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by the perfiuasioiia of his grace, and the advice of H-, who was 

hia chief counsellor and back, he was prevailed upon to take my 
word, and for tho present left me. 

“They wore no sooner retired, than I rose with great expedition, 
packed up my clothes, and took shelter in Essex for the first time. 
Next day, my lord and hia noble friend came to dinner, according 
to appointment j and being^'informed of my eacaj)o by my woman, 
whom I had left in the house, his lordship discovered some signs of 
discontent, and insisted upon seeing my papers ; upon which, my 
maid produced a parcel of bills which I owed to different people. 
Notwithstanding this disapcnntinont, ho sat down to what was 
provided for dinner, and with groat deliheration ate uj) a leg of 
latub, the best part of a fowl, and something else, which I do not 
now remember ; and then very peaceably went away, giving my 
maid an opportunity of following mo to the place of my retreat. 

“ My intention was to have sought refuge, as formerly, in another 
country ; but 1 was prevented from putting my desi^^n in execution 
by a fit of illness, during wliich 1 was visited by my pliysioian and 
some of my own relations, particularly a distant cousin of mine, 
whom my lord had engaged in his interests, by promising to recom¬ 
pense her handsomely, if she could i^ersuado me to comjdy with liis 
desire. In this olHce she was assisted by tho doctor, who was my 
friend, and a man cjf sense, for whom 1 have tlio most perfect 
esteem, though lie and I liavo often difibrod in point of opinion. 
In a word, T was exjjosed to tho incessant importunities of all iny 
acquaintance, which, added to the dof^perate circumstances of my 
fortune, compelled me to embrace the terms that wore offered, and 
I again returned to tho domestic duties of a wife. 

“ I was conducted to my lord’s house by an old friend of mine, a 
gentleman turned of fifty, of admirable parts and understanding : 
he was a pleasing companion, cVeorful and humane, and had 
acquired a great share of my esteem and respect. In a word, his 
advice had great weight in in*]i' deliberations, l)ocauso it seemed to 
bo tho result of experience and disinterested friendship. Without 
all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern for my welfare ; but, being 
an admirable politician, his sclicnie was to make my interest coin¬ 
cide with his own inclinations ; for I had unwittingly made an 
innovation upon his heart ; and as he thought I should hardly 
favour his passion while I was at liberty to converse with the rest 
of my admirevB, he counselled me to surrender that freedom, well 
knowing that my lord would ho easily persuaded to banish all his 
rivals from the house ; in which case, he did not doubt of his being 
able to insinuate himself into my affections : because he laid it 
down as an eternal truth, that if any two persons of different 
sexes were obliged to live together in a desert, where they would 
bo excluded from all other human intercourse, they would naturally 
and inevitably contract an inclination for each other. 

“ How jua^ this hypothesis might be I leave to the determination 
of the curious ; though, if I may be allowed to judge from my own 
disposition, a couple so situated would* be apt to imbibe mutual 
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disgusts, from the ntiture and necessity of their union; unless their 
association was at first the effect of reciprocal affection and esteem. 
Be this as it will, I honour the gentleman for his plan, which was 
ingeniously contrived and artfully conducted ; but I happened to 
have too much addre.ss for him in the sequel, cunning as he was, 
though, at first, I did not perceive his dyift; and his lordship was 
much less likely to comprehend his meaning. 

“ Immediately after this new accommodation, T was cai’ried to a 
country-house belonging to my lord, and .was simple enough to 
venture my.self, unattended by any servant on whoso integrity I 

could depend, in the liands of his lordshi]i and H-, whoso vil- 

lany I al'ways dreaded; though at this time my apprehensions 
^wero considerably increased, by recollecting that it wm not his 
interest to let mo live in the house, lest his conduct should bo 
iiKluired into ; and by remembering, that the very house to wdiich 
wo Avero going, had been t^ioc burnt down, in a veiy short space 
of time, not without suspicion of his h.aviiig been the incendiary, 
on account of Some box of writings wliich was lost in ihe conflagra¬ 
tion. True it is, this imputation was never made gf>od : and per¬ 
haps be was altogether innocent of the charge, which, nevertholess, 
atleotod my spirits in such a manner, as rendered me the most 
miserable of all mortals. In this tciror did I remain, till my con- 

stemation was w'eakeiicd by the arri\al of Mr. Bal-, a good- 

natured, Avortliy man, whom my lord bad invited to his house, and, 
1 thought, would not see mo ill-used. Ju a few weeks we were joined 

by Dr. S-and his lady, Avho vnsited ns accoi’ding to tlieir promise ; 

and it was resolved that we should sot out for Tunbridge on a party 
of pleasure, and, at our return, examine H-n’s accounts. 

“ This last part of our sclionio was not at all relished by our 
jvorthy steivard, who, therefore, determined to overturn our wholo 
plan, and succeeded accordingly. •My lord, all of a sudden declared 
himself against the jaunt we had projected, and insisted upon my 
staying at home, without assigning any*reason for this peremptory 
behaviour ; his countenance being cloudy; and for the space of 
three days he did not open his mouth. At last, he one night 
entered my bedchamber, to ivliich ho now had free access, with 
his sword under his arm, and, if 1 remember aright, it was ready 
drawn. I could not help taking notice of this alarming circum¬ 
stance, which shocked mo the more, as it happened immediately 
after a gloomy fit of discontent. However, 1 seemed to overlook 
the incident, and, dismissing my maid, wont to bed, because I was 
ashamed to acknowledge, even to my own heart, any dread of a 
person whom I despised so much. Ilowevor, the strength of my 
constitution was not equal to the fortitude of my mind : I was 
taken ill, and the servants were obliged to bo called up ; while my 
lord himself, terrified at my situation, ran up stairs to Mrs. S-——, 
who was in bed; told her, with evident perturbation of spirits, 
that I was very much indisposed ; and said^ he believed 1 was 
frighted by his entering my chamber with his sword in hand. 

** This lady was so startled ^t his information, that she ran into 
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my apartment half-nalcod, and, as she went down stairs, aslted 
what reason could induce him to have carried his sword with him? 
Upon whicli ho gave her to understand, that his intention was to 
kill the bats. I believe and hope he had no other design than that 
of intimidating me ; but when the affair happened, I was of a 

different opinion. Mrs. ?-, having put on her clothes, sat up 

all night by my bedside, and was so good as to assure me, that she 
would not leave me until I should bo safely delivered from the 
ai)prcliensions that surrounded me in this house, to wliich she and 
the doctor had been the principal cause of my coming ; for my lord 
had haunted and importuned them inces,sautly on this subject, pro¬ 
testing that he loved me with tlie must inviolable affection ; and all 
he desired was, that 1 would sit at his table, manage his family,, 
and share his fortune. By these professions, uttered with an air 
of honesty and good nature, he had imposed himself upon them for 
the best-tempered creature upon earth ; and they used all their 
influence with me to take him into favour. This hath been the 
case with a great many jieople, who had but a superficial know¬ 
ledge of his disposition ; but, in the course of their acquaintance, 
they have never failed tf) discern and acknowledge thei: mistake. 

‘‘The doctor, on his return from Tunbridge, to which place ho had 
made a trip by himself, found me ill in bod, and the whole family 
in confusion : surprised and concerned at this di.sorder, he entered 
into expostulation with my lord, who owned, that the cause of his 

displeasure and disquiet was no other t han jealousy. H-had 

informed him, that 1 had been seen to walk out with Mr. Bal- 

in a morning, and that our corrcspoiidoiice had been olxsorved; 
with many additional circumstances which were absolutely false 
and groundless. This imputation was no sooner understood, than 
it was resolved that the accuser w'ould bo examined, in presence' 
of us all. He accordingly ajipea.'ed, exceedingly drimk, though it 
was morning, and repeated the articles of the chaige, as an infor¬ 
mation he bad received from a man who came from town to hang 
the bells, and was long ago returned to London. 

“This was an instance of his cunning .and address, which did 
not forsake him even in his hours of intoxication. Had he fixed 
the calumny on any one of the servants, he would have been con¬ 
fronted and detected in his falselnjftid. Nevertheless, though he 
could nob be legally convicted, it plainly appeared that he was the 

author of this defamation,' which incensed Mr. Bal-to such a 

degree, that he could scarce bo withheld from punishing him on 
the spot by manual chastisement. However, ho was prevailed 
upon to abstain from such immediate vengeance, as a step un¬ 
worthy of his character; and the affair was brought to this issue, 

that his lordship should either part with mo or Mr. H-; for I 

was fully determined against living under the same roof with such 
an incendiary. 

“ This aViernative being proposed, my lord dismissed his steward, 
and we returned to town with the doctor and Mrs. S-; for I 



MEMOIRS OP A LADY OF QUALITY. 


401 


had imbibed such horror and aversion for tliia country-seat, though 
one of the pleasantest in England, that I could not bear to live in 
it. VVe thereforo removed to a house in Bond-street, where, accord¬ 
ing to the advice of my friends, 1 exerted my whole power and 
complaisance, in endeavours to keep my husband in good humour ; 
but was 80 unsuccessful ui my attempts, Wiat, if ever ho was worse- 
temperccl, more capricious, or intolerable at one time than at 
another, this was the season in which bis ill-humour prodominated 
to the most rancorous degree. 1 was scarce ever permitted to stir 
abroad, saw nobody at home but my old male friend whom I have 
mentioned above, and the doctor with his lady, from whoso conver¬ 
sation also I was at last excluded. 

• “ Ncvertlieless, I contrivoil to steal a meeting now and then with 
my late benefactor, for whom I entertained a great share of affec¬ 
tion, exclusive of tliat gratitude \vhi<.h was due to his generosity. 
It WHS not his fault that I tfunpromised matters with my lord ; for 
he ivas as froo^of his purse, as 1 was unwilling to use it. It would, 
therefore, have been unfriendly, unkind, and ungrateful in me, 
now that I was in affluence, to avoid all intercourse with a man 
who had supported me in adversity. I think people cannot bo too 
shy and scrupulous in receiving f;n'Oura ; but wlien once they are 
conferred, they ought never to forgot the obligation ; and I was 
never more concerned at any incident in my life, th.an at hearing 
that this gentleman did not receive a letter, in which I acknow¬ 
ledged the last proof of his friendship and liberality which I had 
occasion to use, because I hai'o since ^learned that he suspected mo 
of nogloct. 

“ But to return to my situation in Bond-.streeb. I boro it as well 
as [ could for the space of throe months, during which 1 lived in 
rtio midst of spies who were employed to watch iny conduct; and 
underwent every mortification tlia't imilico, power, and folly could 
inflict. Nay, so ridiculous, so uiiroasoriablc, was my tyrant in his 
Kplcon, that ho declared he would even bo jealous of Heydigger, if 
there w.as no other man to incur his suspicion : he expected that I 
aiould spend my whole time with him Ute-d-Ulc, When I sacri¬ 
ficed my onjoyiueiit to these comfortable parties, he never failed to 
lay bold on some innocent expression of mine, which be made the 
foundation of a quarrel ; and when I strove to avoid these dis¬ 
agreeable misinterpretations by reading or writing, ho incessantly 
teased and tormented me with the imputation of being peevish, 
sullen, and rosorved. 

“ Harassed by this insuflerable behaviour, 1 communicated rny 

case to Dr. S-and his lady, intimating that I neither could nor 

would expose myself any longer to such usage. The doctor exhorted 

mo to bear my fate with patience, and Mrs. S- waS silent on 

the subject; so that I still hesitated between staying and going, 
when the doctor, being one night at supper, happened to^have some 
words with my lord, who was so violently transported with pas¬ 
sion, that I was actually afraid^of going to bed with him ; and next 
morning, when ho awaked, there was such an expression of frantic 
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wildness in his countenance, that 1 imagined he was actually 
distracted. This alarming circumstance confirmed me in iny reso¬ 
lution of decamping ; and I accordingly moved my quarters to a 
house in Sackvillc-street, where I had lodged when I was a widow. 

From thence I sent a message to the duke of L -, desiring ho 

would make my lord acquainted with the place of my abode, my 
reasons for removing, and my intention to defend myself against 
all his attempts. The first night of this separation I weiit to bed 
by myself with as much pleasure as a man would feel in going to 
bed to his mistress, whom lie had long solicited in vai!i; so rejoiced 
was I to be delivered from my obnoxious bedfellow ! 

“ From these lodgings I soon moved to Brook-street, where I had 
not long enjoyed the sweets of my escape, when 1 was importuned 
to return, by a now steward, whom my lord had engaged in the 

room of H-. This gentleman, who boro a very fair character, 

made such judicious representations, and behaved so candidly in 
the discharge of his function, that I agreed ho shoUld act as umpire 
in the dilforeiico betwixt us ; and once more a refconciliation was 
effected, though his lordship began to be dissatisfied even before 
the execution of our agreeiuent, in consequence of wliich ho 
attended me to Bath, whither I went for the benefit of my health, 
which was not a little iuqiaired. 

“This accommodation had a surprising oflbet upon my lover, 
who, notwithstanding his repeated declarations that no woman 
should over gain such an ascendency over his heart .as to bo able 
to give him pain, suffered all the agonies of disappointed love, 
when ho now found himself deprived of the opportunities of 
seeing mo, and beliavcd very differently from what he had 
imagined ho should; his words and actions wore desperate ; one 
of his expressions to mo was, ‘ It is like twisting my Iieaut- 
strings, and tearing it out of my body.’ Indeed, I should never 
have acted this part, had J foreseen what ho would have suft'ered; 
but 1 protest T believed iiiiii, when lie said otherwise, so much, 
that his declaration on that subject was the occasion of my giving 
him up ; and it was now loo lato to retract. 

“In our expedition to Bath, I was accompanied by a very 
agreeable young lady, with whom I passed my time very happily 
amid the diversions of the placef which screened me, in a good 
measure, from the vexatious society of my liopeful partner. From 
this place we repaired to his seat in ibe country, where wo spent a 
few months, and thence retunied again to our house in Bond-street. 
Hero, while I was confined to my bed by illness, it was supposed 
my indisposition wiis no other than a private lying-in, though 1 was 
under the roof with my lord, and attended by his servants. 

“While the distemper continued, my lord, to do him ;|u8tic^ 
behaved with aU imaginable tenderness and care ; and his coii- 
com on these occasions I have already mentionedy m .a strange 
inconsisteticy in his disposition. If his actions were, at all account- 
able, I should think he took [lains to fret me into a fever first, in 
order to manifest his love* and Ifiimanity afterwards. 'Vjrhen "I 
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recovered iny strength and spirits, I wont abroad, saw company, 
and should have been easy, had ho been contented ; but as my 
satisfaction increased, his good-humour deca 3 '^ed ; and he banished 
from his house, one by one, ('ill the people whose conversation could 
have made niy lifo agreeable. 

“ I often ex])ostulatud with him upon his malignant beliaviour, 
protesting my desire of living peaceably Vith him, and bogging ho 
would n»t lay mo under the necessity of changing my measures. 
He was deaf to all my remonstrances, though T warned him more 
than once of the event; persisted in his maxims of persecution ; 
and, after repeated quarrels, I again left liis house, fully determined 
to snilbr all sorts of c\tromity, ratlier than subject myaoK to the 
tyranny of lus disposit ion. 

“ This year was productive of one fatal event, which I felt with 
the 'utmost sensibility of aorr»nv, and I shall always remomher 

with regret: — I mean the doatli (if Mr. B-, with whom I had 

constantly maiiiitfuucd an intimiito correspondonco since tho first 
coinmeuceinciiA of our acqiiainlaiice. Ho was one of tho most 
valuable men, and promised to bo ono of tho brightest orniimonta, 
that this or any other age had produced, 1 enjoyed his friendship 
without reserve ; and such was the eonlideiico ho reposed in my 
integrity, from long experience of luy truth, that he often said ho 
would believe my bare assertion, even though it "Uould contradict 
the evidence of his own souses. These being tho terms upon which 
wo lived, it is not to be supposed that I bore the loss of him with¬ 
out repining ; indeed my grief was unspeakable ; and though the 
edge of it be now smoothed by the lenient liaud of time, 3 slmll 
never cease to cherish his memory with tho most tender remem¬ 
brance. 

^ “During the last period of my living with my lord, I had 
agreed to the expediency of obtai^iing an act of parliament, which 
would enable him to pay his debts ; on which (xjcasion there was a 
necessity of cancelling a deed that suBsisted betaveon us, relating 
to a separate maintonance, to which, on ceidain [irovisions, I was 
entitled ; and this was to be sot aside, so far as it interfered with 
the above-mentioned scheme, while the rest of it should remain in 
force. When this aftair wjis about to be transacted, my lord very 
generously insisted upon my (leoncurronce, in amnilling tho whole 
settlement; and whon I refused to comply with this demand, 
because this was tho sole resource T hed against his ill-usage, he 
would not piDceed in the oxecutioii of Ins plan, though by dn)pping 
it ho hurt nobody but himself; ami ho accused mo of having re¬ 
ceded from my word, after I had drawn him into a considerable 
expense. 

This imxiUtjition of breaking my word, which I defy the whole 
world to prove I ever did, incensed me tho more, as 1 myself had 
proposed the scheme for his service, although 1 haew the accom¬ 
plishment, of it would endanger the validity of my »wn seltlo- 
ment; and my indignation was still more augmented by the 
behaviom?' of Mr. G-, wllb had always professed a regard for 
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my interest., ami, \ipon my last accommodation with my lord, 
undertaken to effect a reconciliation between my father and mo ; 
but when ho was questioned abonc the particulars of this diil’ercnce, 
and desired to declare whether his lordship or I was to blame, he 
declined the oflice of arbitrator, refused to be explicit upon the 
subject, and, by certain ^.shrewd hums and ha’s, .signified his dis- 
approbation of my conduct. Yet thi.s very man, when 1 imparted to 
him, in confidence, my intention of making another refi’cat, and 
frankly asked his opinion of my design, seemed to acquiesce in the 
justice of it, in these rcmarkahlo words : ‘Madam, if I thought, or 
had hopes of my lord’s growing better, I would down on my knees 
to desire 3 mu to st;iy ; but a.s I h.'ivc not, I say uotliing.’ 

“If he connived at my conduct in this particular, why should 
ho disapprove of it when all I asked was but common justice '? 
Jlut be was a dependent; and therefore T excuse liis plilegmatic, 
not to call it unfrioTidly behaviour, fiuleod ho could not be t(io 
cautious of giving oll'ence to bis lordsliij), who 'sometimes made 
him feel the effects of that wrath which other iieoplTe had kindled ; 
parLiculaT'ly, in consequence of n small adventure which happened 
about this very jieriod of time. 

“ A very agrcioable, sprightly, good-natured young man, a near 
relation of my lord, happening to lio at our house one evening, 
when there was a fire in tlio neighbourhood, we agreeil to go and 
sup at a tavern, ca fn.tiUh; and, having spent llie evening with 
great mirth and good humour, this young gentleman, who was 
naturally f.icetions, in t.iking his leave, saluted us all round. My 
lord, who had before entertained some jeal(m.sy of his kiii.sman, 
was very much provoked by tins trifling incident, but very prudently 
suppressed his displeasure till lie retuiund to liis ow n house, where 
his rage, eo-operatirig with the champagne lie had rlrunk, inflamed 
him to such a degree of resolutioiii) that lie sprang iqion the innocent 

G-, and collared i»iin with great fury, though ho Avas altogether 

unconcerned in the cause vi his indignation. 

“ Tliis extravagant and frantic lichaviour, added to the other 
grievances under which I laboured, hastened my resolution of 
leaving him ; and he to thi.s day blames his relation as the imme¬ 
diate cause of my e.scape, whereas ho ought to place it to the 
account of lii.s own madness and indiscretion. When I retired to 
Park-street, be cautioned all my tradesmen, not even excepting 
my baker, against giving vne credit, assuring them that ho would 
not pay any debts 1 should contract; and the difficulties to which 
I wa.s reduced in consequence of this charitable declaration, 
together with the reflection of what 1 had suffered and might 
undergo, from the caprice and barbarity of his disposition, affected 
my health ro much, that I w'lis taken again ill, and my life thought 
in danger. 

“My constitution, however, got the better of ray distemper, and 
T was ordered into the country by my physicians for tho benefit of 
the air; so that I found myself under the necessity of keeping two 
houses, when I was little able to stipport one ; and set up my 
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chariot, because I could not defray the expense of n hackney-coach; 
for I had as mucli credit given me as I asked for, notwithstanding 
my lord’s orders to the contrary. 

“ Having recruited my spirits in the country, I returned to town, 
and w'as visited by my friends, who nevur,forsook me in adversity, 
and in the summer removed tf) a house in Essex, where I lived a 
few months in great tranquillity, unmolested by my tjTunt, who 
sometimes gave me a whole year’s respite. Here 1 used to ri<l 0 and 
drive by turns, as my humour dictated, with horses which were 
lent me ; and I had the compjiny of my lover and another gentle- 
man, w'ho was a very agreeable conqiauion, and of singular service 
to mo in the sequel. 

“At last, my lord having ivocivod intelligence of the place of 
my abode, and his tormenting humour recurring, ho sot out for my 
habitation, and in the moiuing appeared in ins coach and six, 

attended by Mr. O-and another person, whom ho had engaged 

for the purpoSfc, Avith several domestics armed. T immediately 
shut u]) my doors at his approach, and refused him admitta’ co, 
which he endeavoured to obtain by a succession of prayers and 
threats ; but I was deaf to bijlh, and resolved to bold out to the 
last. Seeing mo determined, he began his attack, and his servants 
actually forced their way into the house ; iqion Avhich £ retreated 
upstairs, and fortified myself in my apartment, which the assailants 
stormed with such fury, that the tloor began to give AA'iiy, and 1 
retired into another room. 

“ Whilst [ remained in this post., Mr. (j|-demanded a parley, 

in which he begged I would favour my lord Avith an iiitervicAv ; 
otherwise he knew mti Avhat might be the consequence. To this 
remonstrance T replied that £ Avas not disjiosed to comply Avith his 
reqiK'Sl; and that though their dewigii should bo murder, I was not 
at all afraid of death. Uyioii this deehj^ration, they renewed their 
attacks, which they carried on Avith inditi'erent success till the 
afternoon, when my lord, as if he had been at jday, sent a formal 
message to mo, desiring that all hostilities should cease till after 
both jiarties should have dined : at the same time my old sen^ants 
catiie for instructions ; and I ordered them to let him have every¬ 
thing which he should call for, lift far as the house would afford. 

“He did not fail to make use of this permission, but, sitting 
down with his companions, ate up rny dinner without hesitation, 
after ho had paid mo the compliment of desiring to knoAV what ho 
should send up to my apartment. Far from having any stomach 
to partake of his meal, £ sat solitary upon my bed, in a state of 
melancholy expectation, having fastened the door of the outward 
room for security, while I kept my chamber open f<?r the con¬ 
venience of air, the weather being excessively hot. His lordship, 
having indulged his appetite, resumed his attempt; and all of a 
sudden I heard a noise in the next room ; upon which I started up, 
and perceiving that he liad got into my antc-cfiainber, by the help 
of a bench that stood under tlTe windoAV, I flung to the door of rny 
room, which I locked with great expedition, and, opening another 



406 


rEIlKQBtNE PICKLE. 


that counnunicated with tlie staircase, ran out of the house, through 
a crowd of nioro than a hundred people, whom this fray had gathered 
together. 

“Being universally beloved in the neighbourhood, and respected 
by my lord’s servants, I passed among Siem untouched, and took 
refuge in a neighbouring cottage ; while his lordship bawled and 
roared for assistance, being afraid to come out as he had gone in. 
Without waiting for his deliberations, I changed clothes with the 
poor woman who had given me shelter, and, in her blue apron and 
straw hat, sallied out into the fields, intending to seek protection 
at the house of a gentleman not far off, though I was utterly 
ignorant of the road tliat led to it. However, it was my good 
fortune to meet with a farmer, who undertook to conduct me to the 
place ; othciwiao 1 should have missed my way, and in all proba- 
liility lain in the fields ; for by this time it was eight o’clock at 
night. • 

“Under the direction of this guide, I traverscSil hedges and 
ditches ; for J would not venture to travel in the highway, lest I 
.should bill into tlie hands of my pursuer ; and after I had actually 
tumbled in the mire, and walked six or seven long miles by the 
help of a good spirit, which never failed me on such occasions, 1 
arrived at the place, ari<l rang the bell at the garden-gate for 
admittance. Seeing my ligure, which was very uncouth, together 
with my draggled condition, they denied me entrance ; but when 
they understood who I was, immediately opened the door, and 1 
was hospitably entertained, after having been the subject of mirth 
on account of my dress and adventure. 

“Next (lay I returned and took possession of my house again, 
where 1 resumed my former arausoinents, which I enjoyed in (][uiei 
for the sjiaco of a wlude months waiting with resignation for tho 
issue of my lawsuit; when one afternoon 1 was apprised of his 
lordship’s approach by one *of my spies, whom 1 always employed 
to reconnoitre tho road ; and so fortunate was 1 in the choice of 
these scouts, that 1 never was betrayed by one of them, though 
they were often bribed for that purpose. I no sooner received 
this intelligence, than T ordered my horse to bo saddled, and, 
mounting, rode out of sight iuno'jdiately, directing my course 
a difi’erent way from tho London road. I had not long proceeded 
ill this track, when my civeer was all of a sudden stopped by a 
five-bar gate, which, after some hesitation, I resolved to leap (my 
horse being an old hunter) if I should find myself pursued. How¬ 
ever, with much difticulty I mode a shift to open it, and arrived in 

safety at the house of my very good friend Mr. G-, who,,Jbemg 

a justice o^ tho peace, had promised me his protection if it should 
be wanted. 

“ Thus secured for tho present, I sent out spies to bring informa- 
tioa of hiso lordship’s proceedings, and understood that he had 
taken poseession of Aiy house, turned my servants adrift, and mode 
himself master of all my moveables, <'clothes, and papers'. As for 
the papers, they were of no consequence; but of clothes I had a 
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good stock; and wliun I had reason to believe that he did not 
intend to reliiKjuiah his conquest, I thought it was high time for me 
to remove to a greater distance from his quarters. Accordingly, 
two days after ray escape, I set out at oloven o’clock at night, in a 
chariot and four, which J borrowed of iny friend, attended by a 
footman, who was a stout follow, and w(?ll armed, I myself being 
provided "with a brace of good pistols, which I was fully determined 
to use against any person who sliould jiresumo to lay violent hands 
upon me, oxccjit niy lord, for whom a less mortal weapon would 
have Bufliced, such as a bodkin or a tinder-box. Nothing could be 
farther from iny intention than tho desire of hurting any living 
creature, much less my husband : my design was only t(> defend 
mysedf from cruelty and oppression, which I knew, by fatal expe¬ 
rience, would infallibly be my lot, should he get me into his power ; 
and I thought T had as right to preserve my happiness as 

that which eveay individual has to preserve his life, especially 
against a set of ruilians who were engaged to rob me of it for little 
dirty lucre. 

“ In tho midst of our journey the footman caiiui up, and told me 
I was dogged; upon whioli 1 looked out, and, Hoeing a man liding 
by the cliariot-side, presented one, t'f my pistols out at the window, 
and preserved that posl-ure of defence until ho thought proper to 
retreat, and rid mo of Iho fears tliat attended his company. 1 
arrived in town, and, clianging my equipage, hired an open chaise, 
in which, though I was almost starved with cold, 1 travelled to 
Heading, which I roacliod by ten next morning; and from thence 
proceeded farther into the country, with a view of taking refuge 

with Mrs. C-, who w'aa my pfirticular friend. Hei’e 1 should 

Jiavo found shelter, though ray lord had been beforehand with me, 
and endeavoured to prepossess h(^’ against my conduct, had not the 
house been crowded with cotnpaiky, among wliom I could nob 
possibly have been concealed, esjiocially from lior brother, who was 
an intimate friend of iny persecutor. 

“ Things being thus situated, I enjoyed but a very short inter¬ 
view with her, in which her sorrow and perplexity on my account 
appeared with great expression in her eountennnoe ; and though it 
was not in her pow^er to afford^e tho relief I expected, she, in tho 
most genteel manner, sent after mo a small sum of money, think¬ 
ing that, considering tho hurry in which I left iny house, I might 
have occasion for it on the road. I was by this time benumbed 
with cold, fatigued with travelling, and almost fretted to death by 
my disappointment. However, this was no time to indulge 
despondence ; since nobody could or would assist me, I stood the 
more in need of my own resolution and presence of mind. After 
some deliberation, 1 steered ray course back to London ; and being 
unwilling to return by the samo road in which I came, as well as 
impatient to bo at the end of ray journey, 1 chose the Bagshot way^ 
and ventured to cross the heath by moonlight/' 

“Hero I w'as attacked by* footpad, armed with a broocUsword, 
who came up and demanded my money. My stock amounted to 
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twelve guineas; and 1 foresaw that should I be stripped of tho 
whole sum, I could not travel without discovering who I was, and 
consequently running the risk of being detected by my pursuer. 
On these considerations I gave the fellow three guineas and some 
silver, with which ho was so far from being satisfied, that he 
threatened to search me for more ; but 1 ordered the coachman tc« 
proceed, and by good fortune escaped that ceremony; though 1 
was under some api)rehension of being overtaken by a pistol-bullet 
in my flight, and therefore lield down my head in the chaise, in 
imitation of some great men, who are said to have ducked in the 
same manner in tho day of battle. My fears hapi)ened to be disap- 
j)ointed; I lay at an inn upon the road, and next day arrived in 
town in the utmost difliculty and distress ; for I kiieAV )iot where 
to fix my habitation, and was destituto of all means of support. 
In this dilemma, 1 aj^plied to my lawyer, who recommended me to 
tho htnise of a tradesman in Westminster, where 1 lodged and 
boarded upon credit, with my faithful Abigail (wllom I shall dis¬ 
tinguish by the name of Mrs. -), for the space ton weeks, 

during which I saw nobody, and never once stirred abroad. 

“While I was thus harassed out of all enjoyment of life, and 
reduced to the utmost indigence by tho cruelty of my persecutor, 
who had even stripped me of iny w'caring apjiarcl, 1 made a con- 

([uest of Lord D-, a nobleman whf> is now tlead, and therefore 

1 sliall say little of his character, whicli is perfectly well known : 
this only will I observe, that, next to my own tyrant, he was the 
person of Tvhom I had the greatest abhorrence. Nevertheless, 
wlicn tliese two came in competition, I preferred the offers of 
this now lover, which w'ere very considerable j and, as an asylum 
was the chief thing I wanted, Jigroccl to follow liim to Ins country- 
scat, whither 1 actually sent my clothes, which 1 had purchased'* 
upon credit. • 

“However, upon mature deliberation, I changed my mind, and 
signified my resfilution in a letter, desiring, at the same time, that 
my baggage might be sent back. In consequence of this message, 

1 expected a visit from him in all the rage tif indignation and dis- 
ajqiointnient, and gave orders that he should not be admitted into 
my house ; yet, notwithstanding this precaution, ho found means 
to procure entrance ; and one of the^first objects that I saw, next 
morning, in my bed-chamber, was my lover, armed with hia horse¬ 
whip, against which, from Iiiy knowledge of the man, 1 did not 
think myself altogether secure; though T was not much alarmed, 
because 1 believed my.self superior to him in point of bravery, 
should the worst come to the worst; but, contrary to my expecta¬ 
tion, and his usual behaviour to our sex, he accosted me very 
politely, and began to expostulate upon tho contents of ray letter. 

I freely told him that I had rashly assented to his proposal, for 
my own convenience only ; that when I reflected on what I had 
done, I thought it ungenerous in me to live with him upon these 
terms; and that, as 1 did not like liirg, and could nob dissemble, 
auch a correspondence could never tend to the satisfaction of cither. 
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He iillowed the inference was just, though he was very much 
chagrined at my previous proceeding : he relinquished his claim, 
restored niy clothes, and never afterwards upbraided mo with my 
conduct in this affair; though he at one time owned that he still 
loved mo, and ever should, bccauso I had used him ill;—a declara¬ 
tion that strongly marks the peculiarity*of his character. As for 
iny own,part, I own that my behaviour on this occasion is in no 
other way cxciisablo than on account of the miserable porploxitj’' 
of my circumstances, which wore often so calamitous, that 1 
wonder I have not been coinpellod to take such steps as would 
have rendered my conduct much more exceptionable than it 
really is. 

- “At ladt all my hopes vrere blasted by the is.sue of my suit, 
which was determined in favour of my lord. • Even then X re¬ 
fused to yield : on the contravv. t'orning out of retirement, I took 
lodgings in Suliplk-street, and set my tyrant at defiance. But, 
being unvvillii^ to trust my doors to the care of other people, I 
hired a house in Conduit-street; and no sooner appeared in the 
world again, than 1 was surrounded by divers and sundry soils of 
admirers. I ]>eliovo 1 received the incense and a<ldrosseB all 
kinds under the sun, except that s^vt which was most to my liking, 
a man capable of contracting and inspiring a mutual attachment; 
but such a one is equally rare and inestimable ; noo but that I own 
myself greatly obliged to all iho.se wlio cultivated my good graces, 
though they wore very little beholden b) mo ; for where I did not 
I'eally love, I could never iirofcss that passion : that sort of dis¬ 
simulation is a slavery that no honest nature will undergo. Except 
one worthy young man whom I sometimes saw, they were a strange 
medley of insigniiicant beings: one was insipid, another ridiculously 
<!ffocted, a third void of all education, a fourth altogether incon¬ 
sistent ; and, in short, I found aS many trilling characters among 
the men as ever I observed in my own sex. yomc of them T en¬ 
deavoured to bring over to my maxims, wliilo they attempted to 
make a proselyte of me : but finding the task impracticable on both 
sides, we very wisely dropped each other. 

“At length, however, 1 was blessed with the acquaintance of one 
nobleman, who is, perhaps, the first character in England, in point 
of lionour, integrity, wit, sense, and benevolence : when 1 have 

thus distinguished him, I need scarce mention Lord -. This 

great, this good man, possesses every accomplishment requisite to 
inspire admiration, love, and esteem. Witli infinitely more merit 
than almost ever fell to one man’s share, ho manifests such diffi¬ 
dence of his own qualifications, as cannot fail to prepossess every 
company in his favour. He seems to observe nothing, yet sees 
*}vorything; his manner of telling a story, and making trifles elegant, 
is peculiar to himself ; and thougli ho has a thousand oddities, they 
sertio only to make him more agreeable. After what I have said, it 
may be supposed tliat 1 was enamoured of his yorson ; But this was 
not the case; love is altogqthencapricious and fanciful; yet 1 admire, 
honour, and esteem him to the highest degree ; and when I observe, 
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that his character resembled that of my deal* departed friend M:p« 

B——; or rather, that Mr. B-, had he lived, would have re-' 

sembled Lord-, I pay the highest compliment I can conceive 

both to the living and the dead. 

“In this nobleman’s friendship and conversation I thought 
myself happy, though I was, as usual, exposed to the indefatigable 
elibrls of my lord, wlio, one day, while I was favoured with the 
company of this generous friend, appeared at my door in his coach, 
attended by another gentleman, who demanded entrance with an 
air of authority. A very honest footman, who had been long in 
my service, ran upstairs in the utmost consternation, and gave me 
an account of what had happened below : upon which, J told him 
he had nothing to answer for, and ordered him to keep the door 
fast shut against all opposition: though I was so much affected 

with this unexpected assault, that Lord - said he was never 

more surprised and shocked in his life, than at the horror which 
appeared in my countenance when I saw the coa«h stop at my 
door. 

“ My little hero, being refused admittance, went awsy, threaten¬ 
ing to return speedily with a reinforcement; and during this 
interval I provided myself with a soldier, whom J placed sentinel 
at the door, within side, to guard mo frojn the danger of such 
assaults for the future. My lord, true to hia promise, marched 
back with his auxiliaries, reinforced with a constable, and repeated 
his demand of being admitted ; and my soldier opening the sash, 
in order to answer him, according to my directions, ho no sooner 
perceived the red coat than ho was seized with such a panic that 
jjo instantly fled with great precipitation; and when ho recounted 
the adventure, like P'alstafF in the play, multiplied ray guard int<^ 
a whole tile of imiwiucteera. He^also made a shift to discover the 
gentleman who had «)cen so kind as to lend mo one of his company, 

and complained of him to tSie duke of N-, in hopes of seeing 

him broken for his misdemeanor; but in that expectation he was 
luckily diHUp}>ointcd. 

“ Perceiving that in England I should never enjoy peace, but be 
continually subject to those alarms and disiimots which had already 
impaired my health and spirits, resolved to repair again to 
Franco, my best refuge and sure retreat from the persecution of my 
tyrant. Y^et, before 1 took^this stej), I en<leavoured, by the advice 
of my friends, to conceal myself near Windsor ; but was in a little 
time discovered by my lord, and hunted out of my lurking-place 
accordingly. I then removed to Chelsea, where I suffered incoii- 
coivablo uneasiness and agitation of mind from the nature of my 
situation, my tranquillity being thus incessantly invaded by a man 
who could not be satisfled with me, and yet could not live without 
me; so that, though I was very much indisposed, J set out for 
France, by fhe way of the Hague, as the war had shut up all other 

tM^mmunication, having no other attendant but my woman S- 

who, though she dreaded the sea, and<<^a3 upon the brink of matri¬ 
mony, would not quit me in such a calamitous condition until I was 
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joined by niy footman and other maid, whom I ordered to follow 
me with the baggage. Bnt before my departure 1 sent a message 

to Lord-, demanding my clothes, which he had seized in Essex ; 

and he refusing to deliver them, I was obliged to equip myself anew 
upon credit. ^ 

“ I was supplied with money for my journey by my good friend 

L-; And after a short and pleasant passage arrived at the Hague, 

whore I stayed two mouths, and parted with S-, on whom I 

settled an annuity of fivc-and-twonty pounds, payable out of tlio 
provision which I had or might obtain from my husband. The same 

allowance 1 had prevailed upon Lord li-to grant to another maid 

who attended me while I lived in liis house. 

“I did not much relish the people in Holland, because they 
seemed entirely devoted to self-interest, without any taste for 
pleasure or politeness; a species of disposition that could not bo 
very agreeable 4o me, vvho always despised money, had an un¬ 
bounded ben#voleiico of heart, and loved jdeasure beyond every 
other consideration. When I say pleasure, 1 would not be under¬ 
stood to mean sensuality, which constitutes the supreme happiness 
of those only who are void of sentiment and imagination. Novei*- 
theloHS, I received some civilities in this place; and, among the 

rest, the re})ubation of having for my lover the king of P-’s 

minister, who was young and airy, and visited me often ; circum¬ 
stances that wore sufticieut to lay me under the imputation of an 
amour, which I frequently incurred without having given the le.ast 
cause of suspicion. 

“Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, I departed from the 
Hague, ill company with an English woman, whom 1 had chosen 
Jor that purptiso, and arrived .at Antwerp with much difficulty and 
danger, the highway being infested with robbers. After having 
reposed myself a few days in this city, 1 hired a coach for myself, 
and set out with my companion for Brussels ; bub before wo reached 
Mechlin our vehicle was attacked by two hussars, who, with their 
sabres drawn, obliged the coacliinan to drive into a wood near the 
road. I at first imagined they wanted to examine our passports, but 
was soon too well convinced of their design ; and though very 
much shocked at the discoverj^ found resolution enough to suppress 
my concern, so that it should not aggravate the terrors of the young 
woman, who had almost died of appreJjension. I even encouraged 
her to hope fqr the best ; and, addressing inj'self to the robbers in 
^French, begged in the most suppliant m.anncr that they would 
spare our lives ; upon which one of them, who was a little fellow, 
assured me in the same language that wo had nothing to fear for 
our persons. 

“ When wo were conveyed, in a state of dreadful suspense, above 
three quarters of a mile into the wood, tie ruffians came into the 
coach, and taking my keys, which I kept re.ady in ipy hand for 
them, opened three large trunks that contained my baggage, and 
emptying thorn of everythin! but my hoops and a few books, packed' 
up their booty in a cloth, then robbed me of my money and jewela, 
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even to my shoe-bucklcs and Bleeve-bnttons, took my footman’s 
laced bat, ivnd gave it, by v; ay of gratification, to a peasant, wlio 
came from behind the bushes, and assisted them in packing, 

“This affair being (lc.spatched, they ordered us to return to the 
road by a different way from that in which we were carried into the 
wood ; and, mounting tlieir horses, rode off with their plunder, 
though not before the little fclhnv, who was the least fercycious of 
the two, had come and shaken me by the hand, wishing ns a good 
journey ; a compliment which 1 heartily returned, being extremely 
well pleased with the retreat of two snclr companions, who had 
detained us a whole half-hour, during wliich, not withstanding the 
assurance I had received, 1 was in continual api»rehension„of .seeing 
their operation concluded with the murder of us all: for I suppose 
they were of that gang wdio had some time before murdered a 
French officer, and used a lady extremely ill, after having rifled her 
of all she had. •> 

“Having thus undergone pillage, and being rcdLiccdiito the extre¬ 
mity of indigence in a foreign laud, it is not to bo supposed that my 
reflections were very comfortable ; and yet, though T sustained tho 
w1k)1o damage, I was the only jierson in the company who bore the 
accident with any resolution and prosence of mind. My coachman 
and valet seemed (juite jietrified with fear ; and it w'as nut till I had 
repeated my direction.s that the former drove farther into tho w^ood, 
and took the first turning to the right in order to regain tho road, 
according to tin* command of tho robbers, whicli I did not choose to 
disobey. 

“This misfortune 1 suftered by tho misinformatiim I received at 
Antwerp, where J would have provided inyKolf with an e.scort had 
T not been a.ssured that there w'as not the least occasion tf) put, 
myself to such cxtiaordinaiy expeiyie ; and indeed the robbers took 
the only half-hour in which they could have had an ./pyiortunity of 
plundering us ; for w'c no s«ft)ncr returned into the highway than 
we met with the French artillery coming from Rrus.sels, which was 
a security to us during the rest of our journey. Wo were aftcrw'ards 
, informed at a small village tliat there was actually a largo gang of 
deserters, who harboured in that w'ood. from which tlioy made 
excursions in tho neighbourhood, and Voyit the peasants in continual 
alarms. 

“ Having proceeded a lililij* way we wore stopped by the artillery 
crossing a bi idge ; and, as the train w'a.s very long, must have been 
detained till night, bad not a soldier informed me that if X would 
take tho trouble to come out of my coach, and ajiply to the com- 
maiidanb, he would order them to halt and allow me to pass. I 
took the man's advice, and was by him conducted, with much 
difficulty, through tho crowd to some officers, who seemed scarce to 
deserve tho name ; for, when 1 signified my request, they neither 
rose up nor d^psired me to sit down ; but lolling in their chairs, with 
one leg stretched out,Msked, with an air of disrespectful raillery, 
where I w'as going; and when I answered, 'To Paris,’ desired tq 
know' w'hat I would do there. 
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“I, who am naturally civil when I am civilly used, and saucy 
enough when I think myself treated with disregard, was very 
much piqued at their insolent and unmannerly behaviour, and 
began to reply to their impertinent questions very abruptly ; so 
that a very tart dialogue would have ensued, had not the con¬ 
versation been interrupted by a tall, thin, genteel young Frencli 
nobleman, an ofliccr in the army, who chancing to come in, asked, 
with grdat politeness, what 1 Avould j)loase to have ? I then re¬ 
peated my desire, and produced luy i)iia3[)oiis, by which lie learned 
who I was. He iimnodiatcly gave orders that my coach should 
pass, and afterwards visited me at Paris, having obtained my per¬ 
mission, and taken my address at })arting ; while the others, un- 
.dorsUnding my name and (Quality, asked pardon for their impolite 
carriage, which they told me was owing to the representation 
of the soldier, who gave theju to understand that I was a strolling 
actress. 

“ I could mA help laughing heartily at this mistake, which 
might have jH'Ocooded from tlio cireumstanees of my ajipearance ; 
my footman liaving been obliged to change hats with the pei^jant, 
and myself being without buckles in my shoes and buttons in my 
riding-shirt, while my couutciiancc still retained marks of the fear 
and confusion 1 liad undergone After all, perhaps the fellow 
was a droll, and wanted to entertain hiniself at my expense. The 
day was so far consumed in tlieso adventures, that 1 was obliged 
to take up my lodging at Mechlin, where I addressed myself to the 
intondarit, giving him an account of the disaster I had mot with, 
and desiring f might have credit at the inn, as our whole company 
could not raise the \aluc of a sixpence. This gentleman, though 
a jiroviiicial, was polite in his way, and not only granted my 
request, but invited me to lodge at his ow'ii house. I accordingly 
gave him ray company at sii])pe% but did not choose to sloop in 
his quarters, because ho appeared to Jie what the French call uit, 
vicHx d^baiicJu’. 

“Next day he sent a trumpet to the general, with a detail of iny 
misfortune, in hopes of retrieving what 1 had lost; but, notwitli- 
stixndiiig all jiossible search, I was fain to put up with my damage, 
which, in linen, laces, clothes, and baubles, amounted to upwards 
of seven hundred peunds; a K»s3 which never deprived me of one 
moment’s rest; for though I lodged at a miserable inn, and lay in 
a paltry bed, J slept as sound as ift nothing extraordinary had 
hajipGnod, after I liad wrritton to London and Paris, directing that 
the payment of my bills of credit might bo stopped. Indeed, 1 
know but of two misfortunes in life capable of depressing my 
spirits,—namely, the loss of health and friends ; all others may be 
prevented or eiidurod. The articles of tliat calamity which I 

chiefly regretted wore a picture of Lord W--and some inimitable 

letters from IMr. B-. 

“ From Mechlin I proceeded to Brussels, where, beisig known, 1 
got credit for some necessin'ies, and borrowed twenty guineas to 
defray the expense of my joiii'ney to Paris. Having consulted with 
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my friends about the safest method of travelling through Flanders, 
I was persuaded to take places in the public voitiire ; and accordingly 
departed, not without fears of finding one part of the country as 
much infested with robbers as another. Nor were these apprehen¬ 
sions assuaged by the conversation of my fellow-travellers, who 
being of the lower s<nt of people, that delight in exaggerating 
dangers, entertained me ^lll the way with an account of all the 
robberies and murders which had been committed on that road, 
with many additional circumstances of their own invention. After 
having been two days exposed to this comfortable conversation, 
among very disagreeable comi)aii 5 ', which is certainly one of the 
mo.<»t unpleasant situations in life, I arrived at Lisle, where, think¬ 
ing the dangerous pjirt of the journey was now past, 1 hired a 
post-chaise, and in two days more reached Paris, without any* 
farther molestation. 

“ Upon my an-ival in this capital, T was immediately visited by 
my old acquaintances, who hearing my disaster, plfered me their 
clothes, and insisted upon my wearing them until I cpuld ho other¬ 
wise provided. They likewise engaged me in parties, with a view 
of amusing my imagination, that 1 might not grow melancholy in 
refiocting upon my loss ; and desired mo to repeat the particulars 
of my story forty times over, expressing great surprise at our not 
being murdered, or ravished at least. As for this last species of 
outrage, tlic fear of it never once entered my head, otherwise I 
should have been more shocked and alarmed tluin 1 really was : 
hub it seems this was the chief circiimstaiice of my companion’s 
apprehension ; and I cannot helj) observing that a homely woman 
is always more apt to eriiertfiin those fears than one whose person 
exposes her to much moro inmiiiicut danger. Kowover, I now 
learned that the risk 1 ran was much greater than I imagined it to 
be, those ruflians being familiarised to rape aa well as niurdor. * 

“Soon after my anpearanco iif T*ans, T was favoured with the 
addresses of several French dovors; but I never had any taste for 
foreignor.s, or indeed for any amusements of that kind, except such 
iis were likely to ho lasting, and settled u])on a more agreeable 
footing than that of common gallantry. When 1 deviated from 
this principle, my conduct was tlio efl’oet of compulsion, and there¬ 
fore I was never easy under it, havipg been reduced to the alter¬ 
native of two evils, the least of which T was obliged to choose, 
as a man leaps into the sea in order to escape from a ship that is 
on fire. * 

“Though T rejected their love, I did not refuse their company 
and conversation ; and though my health was considerably impaired 
by the shock I received in my last adventure, which was consider¬ 
ably greater than I at first imagined, and aflect.ed my companion 
so much tlufc she did not recover her spirits till she returned to 
England ; I sjiy, though I was for some time a valetudinarjani I 
enjoyed myself in great tranquillity for the space of ten montlis, 
during whi(!h I was visited by English, Scotch, and French of all 
parties and persuasions; for pleasure is of no faction, and that 
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was tho chief object of my pursuit; neither was I so ambitious 
of being a politician as to employ my time and thoughts upon 
subjects which I did not understand. I had admirers of all sides, 
and should have spent my time very much to my liking, had 
I not felt my funds sensibly diminish, without any prospect of 
their being repaired ; for I had been obliged to lay out a great part 
of the sum allotted for my subsistence, in supplying my companion, 
my servant, and myself with necessaries in lieu of those which we 
hud lust. 

“ Having before mine eyes tho uncomfortable prospect of wanting 
money in a strange place, I found mysolf under the necessity of 
returning to England, where I had more resources than I could 
possibly hsive among foreigners ; and with that view wrote to Lord 

-'s agents, desiring that 1 might bo enabled to discharge my 

obligations at Paris by tho pajmiont of my pin-money. Thus a 
negotiation commenced, and hia lordship promised to remit money 
for tho cloaranco of my Paris debts, which amounted to four hun¬ 
dred pounds ; jbut he would not advance one farthing more, though 
I gave him to understand, tliat wliiie he pw»tractcd tho agroeMieht 
I must inevitably be adding to my encumbrances, and that I should 
be as effectually detained by a debt of twenty pounds as if I owed a 
thousand. Notwithstanding all my representations, he would not 
part with one shilling over the net sum which I Lad at first stipu¬ 
lated ; so that all my measures were rendered abortive, and I found 
it altogether impracticable to execute those resolutions I had formed 
in his favour. 

“Thus did ho for a more trifle embarrass a woman for whom 
ho professes the most unlimited love, and whoso principles he 
protends to hold in the utmost veneration. Indeed, his confidence 
jn my integrity is not without foundation ; for many wives, witli 
one half of my xirovocation, wouW have ruined him to all intents 
and jmrposes; whereas, notwithstanding all tho extraordinary 
expenses to which I have boon oxposed*by his continual persecution, 
ho never paid a shilling on iny account, eitcept one thousand 
pounds, exclusive of the small allowance which was my due. In 
a word, so much time elapsed before my lord could prevail upon 
himself to advance tho Karo four hundred, that I was involved in 
fresh difficulties, from which •! found it impossible to extricate 
myself; and though I had occasion to write a letter to niy bene¬ 
factor Lord-, in which I expressQ^l iny acknowledgment for 

past favours, I could not venture to solicit more ; even when I was 
encouraged by a very obliging answer, wherein ho declared that 
the good qualities of ray mind and heart would bind him to mo in 
friendship for ever. 

“ While I ruminated on my uncomfortable silua^on, which 
would neither permit mo to return to England, nor to stay much 
longer where I was, a young Englishman of immense fortune took 
Paris in his way from Italy, accompanied by a most agreeable 
Scotchman of very good sense and great .vivacity. It was niy good 
or ill fortune to become adquainted with these gentlemen, who, 
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having seen me at the opera, expressed a desire of being known to 
mo, and accordingly favoured me with a visit one afternoon, nlien 
the brisk North Briton engrossed the whole conversation ; while 
the other seemed fearful and diffident oven to a degree of bashful¬ 
ness, through which, however, I could discern a delicate sensibility 
and uncommon understanding. There was in his person, which 
was very agreeable, as well as in liis behaviour, a cert^n oianetS 
that was very jdeasing ; and at this first interview we relished 
each other’s company so well, that a sort of intimacy immediately 
commenced, and was carried on in a succession of parties of pleasure, 
in the course of which I found him fraught with all the tenderness 
and sentiment that render the heart susceptible of the most refined 
love ; a disposition that immediately made luo partial to hiin> 
while it siilyected his envn heart to all the violent impressions of a 
passion, which 1 little imagined our correspondence would have 
produced. 

“Nevertheless, I was far from being displeased with my con¬ 
quest, because lus person and qualilicatious, as well as his maimer 
of address, wore very much to my liking, and recommended him 
in a particular manner to my alfection. Indeed, ho made a greater 
progress in my heart than 1 myself suspected ; for there was sfuue- 
thing congenial in our souls, whicli, fixuu our first meeting, I 
believe, had attracted us, unkno\Mi to oursehes, under the notions 
of friendshi]) and regard, and now disclosed itself in the most pas¬ 
sionate love. 

“I listened to his addresses, juid we were truly happy. His 
attaehiiieiit was the quintessence of tenderness and sincerity, while 
liis generosity knew no bounds. Not contented with having paid 
twelve hundred pounds on my account in the sjiace of one fort¬ 
night, he would have loaded mo with present after present, had 
not I absolutely refused to accept such expensive marks of his 
munificence. I wiis even q^ortified at those instances of his libe¬ 
rality, which my situation conipclled me to receive, lest, being but 
little acquainted witli my dis[)osition, ho should suspect me of 
being iiitcrosted in my love, and judge my conduct by the malicious 
reports of comnujii fame, which, ho afterwards owned, had at first 
obtained such credit with him that ho believed our mutual attach¬ 
ment would not bo of long duration.' But in this particular he was 
soon undeceived : his heart, though naturally adapted for the 
melting passion, had hithoito escaped untouched by all tlie ladies 
of Italy and Franco ; and therefore tlie first impressions were the 
more deeply fixed. As he was unpractised in the ways of common 
gallantry and deceit, the striking simplicity in his character was 
the more likely to engage the heart of one who knew the perfidy of 
the world, and despised all the farce and bombast of fashionable 
profession, which 1 had always considered as the phrase of vanity 
and ostentation, rather than the genuine language of love. Besides, 
gratitude had a considerable share in augmenting my affection, 
which manifested itself in such a warip, cordial, artless manner, as 
increased his esteem, and riveted his attachment; for he could 
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easily perceive, from the whole tenour of iny conduct, that my 
breast was an utter stranger to craft and dissimulation ; yet I was 
at first fearful of contracting any engagement with him, because, 
being younger than I, he might be more apt to change, and the 
world might be malicious enough to suppose I had practised upon 
his inexperience ; but, conscious of my o^'ii integrity, I set slander 
at defiance, trusting to my own behaviour and his natural probity 
for the continuance of his love. Though we did not live together 
in the same house, the greatest part of our time was spent in each 
other’s company ; we dined and supped at the same table, frotpiented 
public places, went upon parties to the countiy, and never parted 
but for a few hours in the niglit, which wo i)assed in the utmost 
tnipaticncd to meet again. 

“ In this agreeable manner did the days roll on-, when my felicity 
was interrupted by a fit of ienlouh^ with which 1 happened to bo 
seized. X had contracted an ac(iuaintanco with a young married 
lady, wlio, though her personal aitraetiems were but slender, was, 
upon the wlioie, an agreeable, clieerful, good-natured companion, 
with a little dasli of the coquette in her composition. This woman, 
being ill very indigent circumstance, occasioned by some losses her 
husband had sustained, no sooner b id an opportunity of seeing and 
conversing with my lover, than she formed the design of making a 
coiKiucst of him. I should have forgiven her tor this scheme, 
whatever pangs it might have cost mo, had I believed it the eflcct 
of real passion ; bub I knew her too well to suppose her heart was 
susceptible of love, and accordingly resented i(. In the execution 
of her ])lan, she neglected nothing wJiich she thought capable of 
engaging his attontiuu. She took all opportunities of sitting near 
him at table, ogled him in the most palpable manner, directed her 
^holo discourse to him, trod uiioti his toes ; nay, 1 believe, sipieozed 
his hand. My blood boiled at lu-f, though my pride, for some time, 
enabled mo to conceal niy uneasiness ;*till at length her behaviour 
becamo so arrogant and gross, that T could no longer suppress my 
indignation, and one day told my lover that I would imuiediatoly 
renounce his corresiiondence. 

“lie was greatly alarmed at this unexpected declaration; and 
when ho understood the cause of it, assured mo tliat for the future 
ho would never exchange one word with her. Satisfied with this 
mark of his sincerity and regard, 1 released him fi’om this promise, 
which he could not possibly keep while* she and I lived upon any 
terms ; and we continued to visit each other as usual, though she 
still persisted in her endeavours to rival me in his afFoction, and 
contracted §n intimacy with his companion, who seemed to enter¬ 
tain a paaa^n for her, that she might have the more frequent 
opportuniMlI of being among us ; for she had no objection against 
favouring '-addresses of both. One evening, T remember, we 
sot out in my coach for the opera ; and in the way, this inamorata 
was so busy with her feet, that I was iuccnspd at hof behaviour, 
and when we arrived at thc% x^l^co refused to alight; but, setting 
them down, declared my intention of returning home immediately. 
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She was so much pleased with this intimation, that she could not 
conceal the joy she felt at the thoughts of conversing with him, un¬ 
interrupted hy my presence, an opportunity with which I had never 
favoured her before. This open exultation increased my anger and 
anxiety. I went home ; but being still tortured with the reflection 
of having left them together, adjusted myself in the glass, though 
I was too angry to take notice of my own figure, and without 
farther delay returned to the opera. 

“ Having inquired for the box in which they sat, I took possos- 
.■«ion of one that fronted them, and reconnoitring them without being 
perceived, had the satisfaction of seeing him removed to as great a 
distance from her as the place would permit, and his head turned 
another way. Comp(j 8 ed by this examination, I joined them without 
farther scruple, when my young gentleman expressed great joy at 
my appearance, and told me he was determined to have left tho 
eutertaimnent, and come in quest of me, had not I returned at that 
instant. ’ 

“ In our way homewards, 1113 '^ rival repeated her usual hints, and 
with her large liooj) almost overshadowed my lover from my view ; 
upon which my jealousy and wrath recuiTod with such violence, 
that I pulled the string, as a signal for tho coachuian to stop, with 
a view of getting out, and going home on foot ; a stop which would 
haveaflbrdod a new spectacle to tho peoide of Paris. But 1 reflected 
in a moment upon the folly of such a re.sfdntion, and soon recollected 
myself, by calling m 3 ' pri<lo to my assistance. I detennined, how¬ 
ever, that she should act- no more setnes of this kind in iny presence, 
and that same iiiglit insi.sted uj)on my lover's dropping all inter¬ 
course and connection with this tormentor. Ho very cheerfully 
conqiliod witli my desire, and was even gl.ad of an occasion to break 
oft’ his acquaintance with a pensoii about whom I had plagued him S 3 
mucli. '* 

“Thus was 1 freed from the per.seen tioii of one of those creatures, 
who, though of little consoqnoiicc in thomaclvcs, arc yet the pests 
of society, and find means t<i destroy that harmony which reigns 
between two lovers, by the intrusion of a loose aj^petite, void of all 
sensibility and discretion ; Imviirg no feeling themselves, they can¬ 
not 83 unpathise with that of ocher peo[)le ; and do mischief out of 
mere wantonnoss. 

“ My lover, being obliged to go to England, had settled me in a 
genteel house in Paris, Avilh a view of returning when his aflaira 
should be adjusted ; but when tho time of his departure approached, 
he began to be uneasy at the prospect of separation; and, in order 
to alleviate his anxiety, desired me to accompany him to Calais, 
where we stayed together three or four days, during which the 
dread of parting became more and more intense ; so that wo 
determineci upon my following him into England by the first 
opportunity, where I should live altogether incog, that I might be 
concealed irom the ^quiries and attempts of my lord. Even after 
this resolution was fixed, we parted with all the agonies of lovers 
who despair of ever meeting again; and the wind blowing very 
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high after he had embarked, increased my fears. But by the 
return of the packot-boat, I was blessed with the report of his 
being safe arrived in England, and had the satisfaction of perusing 
his letters by every post. 

“My admirer being thus detached from me, my thoughts wore 
entirely employed in concerting some pftvate method of convey¬ 
ing myseif to him. As I would not trust myself in the coinnioii 
packet, for fear of being discovered, after having revolved divers 
schemes, I determined to transport myself in one of the Dutch 
fishing-boats, though 1 knew the passage would bo hazardous ; but, 
in a case of such interesting concern, 1 oveilooked all danger and 
inconvonienco. Before I put this resolution in practice, I was so 
fortunate a% to hear of a small Eiiglisli vessel that arrived at Calais 
with a prisoner of war, in wliich I embarked, with my companion 
and anotlier lady, who lived me for some time afterwards ; 

and when wo caiuc on boanl, discovered that the ship was no other 
than a liglit ci^llier, and that her whole cniri])any amounted to no 
more than three men. Nevertheless, though the sea was so nsiigii, 
and the weather so unpromising, that no other boat would venture 
to put to sea, avo set sail, and between two storms, in about three 
hours arrived in safety in 'Dover. 

“From hence iny first companion went to her friends in the 
shage-coach, while the other lady and I hired an oi)en po.st-chai.se, 
though it snoAved very hard, and Avitliout any accident performed 
our journey to London, wJiero I met iviLh my lover, who ficAV to 
my arms in all the transports of iiujiaticnt joy ; and, doubtless, I 
deserved his aflection, for the hardshiiis. ])orils, ami diflieulties T 
had undergone to be with him ; for T never scrupled to undertake 
anything practicable, in older to demonstrate the sincerity of 
vfliab 1 professed. Jn coiiscfiuence of our plan, I a.s3umQd a 
fictitious name, and never appeared in public, being fully sattsfiod 
and happy in the company and conver.mtion of tlio man T loved ; 
and when lie Avent into tins country, contented myself with his 
coiTuspondenee, which he ]mucLnally maiutaiued, in a series of 
letters eipially sensible, sincere, and airoctionato. 

“ Upon his return to town for tho remainder of the season, ho 
devoted tho greatest part of his lime to our mutual enjoyment; 
left me A\'ith reluctance, wlien ho was called aAA'ay by iiidispcii- 
sable business, and the civilitj^ winch was due to his acquaintance ; 
and very seldom went to any ])laco of jmSlic entertainment, because 
I could not accompany and share Avith him in the diversion ; nay, 
so much did I engross his attention, that one cA'ening, after he had 
boon teased into an agreement of meeting some friends at a play, 
he went thither precisely at the appointed hour, and as they did 
not arrive punctually at the very minute, he returned to me 
immediately, as much rejoiced at his escape as if he had met with 
some signal deliverance. Nor was his constancy inferior to tho 
ardour of his love ; wo went once together to ball in* tho Hay- 
market, where, i,n the mids% of a thousand fine w'omon, Avhoso 
charms were enhanced by the peculiarity of the dresses they wore. 
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lio rcmaine*! un.shakcii, uiisodiiccd, preserving his attaclimcnt, for 
me, in spite f>f all temptation. 

“ 111 the summer lie provided me with h lionsc in the neighbour¬ 
hood of his own ; but the accoiniiiodationa being liad, and that 
country affording no othertjilace fit for my residence, ho brought me 
lionio to his ow’ii seat, and by that step raised a nnivcrsal clamour, 
though [ saw no company, and led such a solitary hfo, thatf nothing 
but excessive love could have supported iny spirits ; not but that 
lie gave me as mucli of his time as he could possibly spare from the 
necessary duties of p.aying and receiving visits, together with the 
avocations of liunting, and other country amusements, Avhich I 
could not partake. i\)vmorly, indeed, I used to hunt and shoot, 
but 1 liad left olF both ; so that I was now reduced to the alteriia- 
tivo of reading, and w'alking by myself : but love made up for all 
deficieiioios to mo, wJio think nothing else worth the living for. 
Had I been blessed with a partner for life, who could have loved 
sincerely, and insjiired mo with a mutual flame, %J would have 
asked no more of fate. Interest and ambition liavo no share in 
iny composition ; love, wliicli is pleasure, or pleasure, which is 
love, makes up the wliolc. A heart so dispo.sed cannot be devoid 
of other good qualities ; it must he subject to the impressions of 
humanity and benevolence, and enemy to nothing but itself. This 
you will give me leave to aflinii, in justice to myself; as I have 
frankly owned my failings and misconduct. 

“ Towards the end of summer my heart was a little alarmed by 
a report that prevailed of my lover’s being actually engaged in a 
treaty of marriage ; however, I gave little credit to this rumour 
till I was obliged to go to town about business, and there I heard 
the same information confidently affinned. Though I still C 0 U 7 
sidered it as a vague surmise, I wfote to him an account of what I 
had heard ; and in his answer, which is still in my possession, ho 
assured me, with repeated vows and protestations, that the rejiort 
was altogether false. Satisfied with this declaration, I returned 
to liis hou'^e ; and, though the tale was incessantly thundered in 
my ears, still believed it void of all foundation, till ray suspicion 
was awakened by a very inconsiderable circumstance. 

“ One day, on his return from hunting, I perceived ho had a 
very fine pair of Dresden ruffles on his shirt, wh|ch I could not 
suppose he would wear at such a rustic exercise ; and therefore my 
fears immediately took the alarm. When I questioned him about 
this particular of his dress, his colour changed; and though he 
attempted to elude my suspicion, by imputing it to a mistake of 
his servant, I could not rest satisfied with this account of the 
matter, but inquired with .such eagerness and penetration, that ho 
could not deny he had been to make a visit. By degrees, 1 even 
extorted from him a confession, that he had engaged himself 
further than ho ought to have proceeded, without making me 
acquainted with his design, though he endeavoured to excuse his 
conduct, and pacify my displeasure, by saying, that the affair 
would not be brought to bear for a great while, and perhaps might 
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never come to a determination ; but he \vas in great confusion, and 
indeed hardly knew what he said. 

“1 would have quitted his house that moment, had not he, 
beforehand, obtained a XJromise that I would take no rash resolu¬ 
tion of that kind, and put it out <.>£ my i)owor to procure any 
method of conveyance by which I could Inake my retreat. T gave 
no vent^to reproaches, and only ujibraided him with his having 
permitted mo to return in ignorance to the country, after I was 
once fairly gone ; upon which ho swore that ho could not bear tlio 
thoughts of parting with mo. This declaration was a mystery at 
that time; but I have been since so fully satisfied of his reasons 
for Ins conduct, that I heartily ac(piib him of all injustice to mo. 
And, indeed, it is my sincere o])ini()n, that if ever young man 
deserved to be happy, he is certainly entitled to that privilege, 
and, if I maybe allowed to indgj. has a heart suscoptiblo of the 
most refined enjoyment. 

“The violence of the grief and consternation,which T sulFcred 
from this strdke, having a litUe subsided, I deliberated with myself 
about the measures 1 should take, and determined to leave his 
house some clay when he sliould be abroad. T was encouraged in 
thi.s resolution by the advice of our Scottish friend, who camo 
about this time fr{)m London on a visit to his fellow-traveller : 
thought such an abrupt departure would be less shocking than to 
stay and take a formal leave of my lover, whose heart was of such a 
delicate frame, that after 1 told him 1 should one day withdraw my¬ 
self, in his absence, he never came home from the chase or any other 
vocation, without trembling with apprehension that T had escajicd. 

‘ ‘ After ho had been some time accu.storned to these fears by my 
previous intimation, I at length decamped in good earnest, though 
•my heart ached upon the occasion, because 1 left him loving and 
beloved ; for his affection was fivident, notwith.stauding the step 
lie had taken, by the advice and inq^ntunity of all his relations, 
who laid a disagreeable restraint upon his inclinations, while tliey 
consulted his interest in every other particular. 

“While 1 halted in the next great town, until I could bo sup¬ 
plied with fresh horses, I was visited by a gentleman who had 
licen formerly intimate with my lover; but a broach had hapjieued 
in their friendship, and he no'W came to complain of the treatment 
he had received. Perceiving that I was not in a huinour to listen 
to his story, he shifted the conversation to my own, and observed, 
that I had been extremely ill-used. T told him that I was of a 
different opinion ; that it was not only just, but expedient, that a 

young man of Mr. -’.s fortune should think of making somo 

alliance to strengthen and support the interest of las family ; and 
that I had nothing to accuse him of but his letting me remain so 
long in ignorance of his intention. He then gave me to understand 
that I was still ignorant of a great p.’irt of the ill-usage I had 
received ; affirming, that while I lived in his Ijiouso, he'’had amused 
himself with all the coiiimoiv W'omen in that town, to some, of whom 
this gentleman had personally introduced him. 
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“ At first, I could not believe this imputation ; but he supported 
his assertions with so many convincing circumstances, that I could 
no longer doubt the truth of them ; and 1 felt so much resentment, 
that iny love vanished immediately into air. Instead of proceed¬ 
ing in my journey to London, I went back a considerable way, and 
sent n message, desiring t5 see him in a little bouse, about inidway 
between his own habitation and tho town from whonco I came. 
He obeyed my summons, and appeared at the place a])])ointed, 
where I reproached him with great bitterness. He pleaded guilty 
to the charge, so far as acknowledging that ho liad corresponded 
with other women lately, in order to get the better of his altection 
for me ; but tho experiment had failed, and lie f«)und that he 
should be ever miserable. 

“ t did not loolt upon this candid confession as a sullicient atone¬ 
ment for his past dissimulation, and, in the shariuiess of my 
revenge, demanded a settlement, which he porcniptorily refused ; 
so that for tho present wo held each other in the utijjost contempt. 
Indeed, F afterwards despised myself for niy condescension, w'hich 
was owing to tho advice of my comjianion, [supported and inflamed 
by tho spirit of resentment. Nevertheless, he begged that I would 
return to Jiis hou.se, or stay all night where I was ; but I was deaf 
to his entreaties, and, after a great deal of ironical civility on my 
side, I took my leave, and went away; yet, before 1 set out, I 
looked back, and saw him on horseback, witli such an air of sim¬ 
plicity and truth, as called up a profi'und sigh, iiotwitlistanding all 
tJiat had passed in our conversation. 

“ Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings in Loicestcr-ficlds, 
and answered a letter whicli 1 had some months before received 
fr(»m my lord, telling him that I would go home to him, without 
stipulating for any teriTiS, to try what ellect my confidence would 
have upon his generosity. He 'readily embraced the oflbr, and 
took a house in St .Jamos’s-street, where I proposed to comply with 
hia humour in every thing that was consistent with my own peace 
and tranquillity. 

“ Meanwhile, my lover passed his time very disagrtseably in the 
country with his friend, of whom, it seems, he had conceived some 
jealousy, W'hich was increased by a fetter I wrote to that gentle¬ 
man, till ho was made acquainted with tlie contents, which ho 
read over foity times ; an^d thou, Iiis passion breaking out with 
more violence than ever, he not only expressed his feeling in an 
ejustle, which I immediately received, but, when he came to town, 
suffered such agonies of despair ns I had never seen before, excc]it 

in Lord B-. It was then in my pow'cr to have taken ample 

revenge upon him, as well as ujion my insolent rival, who had 
insisted up6n my leaving his house, in a very abrupt manner, 
though he absolutely refused to gratify her malice ; for he was 
now disposed to do anything for my satisfaction ] bub 1 knew 
his worth,'^hd had two much regard for hia reputation to advise 
him to act inconsistent with his honour. 

"About this time, many tender meetings and sorrowful partinga 
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happened between us, till the marriage-knot was tied, when he 
Bent mo a bank-note for a thousand pounds, by way of specimen, 
as he called it, of his friendship, and of what he would do for me, 
should I ever want his assistance. This mark of his generosity I 
received in .a most tender billet, which I shall never part with, 
together with his picture set in diamond^ 

“I now eiuployod my thoughts in keeping measures with my 
lord : wo lay in the same apartment, and for the first four or five 
months I neitlier dined nor supped abroad above twice, and then he 
knew whore 1 was, and appi'oved of my company. But all this 
complacency and circumspection liad no effect upon hia temper, 
which romainod as capricious and dissatisfied as ever. Nay, to 
such a provoking degree did this nnha])j)y humour prevail, that 
one day, in the presence of his lawyer, he harangued upon rny 
misconduct .since our last re-union ; and veiy fi’eely affirmed, 
that every step I had taken w^as diametrically opposite to his 
wdll. , 

“ Conscious of the jiaius T had been at to please him, T wa.s so 
incensed at these nnjust invectives, that, starting up, I told him 
ho was a little dirty fellow ; and would have loft the house imme¬ 
diately, had not his lawyer, and others, who were in tlie next 
room, interposed, and by dint of argument and importunitj' 
diverted mo from my x>iirposo. By the bye, I liavo been informed 
by a person of rank, that my lord discovered exactly the same dis- 
Iiosition in hia father’s lifotiiiie, and only changes the subject of his 
coin])laint from the word father to tluit of wife. Indeed he takes 
all opportunities of jilaguing my dear parent, as he has just sagacity 
enough to know that this is the most offeccual way he can take to 
^distress me. 

“After repeated trials, 1 have given up all hopes of making him 
happy, or of finding myself ei^y in my situation ; and live with 
him at jirescnt to avoid a greater incimvenicrico. Not that his ill- 
nature is all the grievance of which I com[)lain; exclusive of the 
personal disgust I entertain for him, liis folly is of that syiecics which 
disobliges rather than diverts, and his vanity and affectation are 
altogether intolerable ; for he actually believes himself, or at least 
would imjjosG himself upon nnjviikind, a.s a pattern in gallantry and 
taste, and, in point of biisinoss, a pei’son of infinite sagacity and 
I)eiietration : but the most ridiculous })art of his character is his 
protended taletit for p»ditics, in which he so deeply concerns him¬ 
self, that ho has dismissed many a good servant, because he sus¬ 
pected him of having wrong connections ; a theme upon which he 
has often quarrelled with me, even almost to parting, accusing rao 

with holding correspondence with the earls of B-and C-, 

and Mr. H. V-; though I never had the least acquaintance 

with any of these gentlemen, except the earl of C-, to whom I 

have not spoken for these ten years past. 

“In short, I have often been at a loss to know whAlier he was 
more mad or malicious inkthose fits of enthusiasm, wherein ho 
seemed transported with aeal for the commonwealth, and tormented 
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mo with his admonitions out of all temper and patience. At lengthy 
however, I contrived an expedient which freed me from these 
troublesome expostulations, and silenced him effectually on the 
scoro of politics :—this was no otlier than an open avowal of being 
connected with all those people whom 1 have named. Indeed, I 
knew him too well to belitf/e there was anything solid in his inten¬ 
tion or professions, even when ho carried himself so fgir as to 

demand a private audience of the k-, in order to communicate 

a scheme for suppressing the rebellion ; and that being denied, 

solicited the duke of D-’s interest, for permission to raise and 

head a regiment of Kentish smugglers : nay, to such a jiitch did his 
loyalty soar, that lie purchased a firelock of particular mechanism, 
calculated for the safety of the boai’cr, in case he had bfien placed 
sentinel at his majesty’s door ; and kept his horsu.s ready caparisoned, 
with a view of attending his sovereign to the field. Notwith¬ 
standing all these pompous preparations, had ho been put to 
the proof, he would have infallibly crept out of Kis ongagonients 
through some sneaking evasion, his imagination beidg very fertile 
in such saving pretences. Yet he will talk sometimes so fervently, 
and even sensibly, on the subject, that a stranger would mistake 
him for a man of understanding, and determined v.eal for the good 
of his country. 

“ Since my last return to his house, that act of parliament 
passed, by which he was enabled to pay his debts, and, among the 
rest, a thousand pounds of my contracting;—the only burden of 
that kind I ever entailed upon him, exclusive of my pin-money, 
which was never regularly paid; nor would ho have been subject 
to this, had he not, by his persecution and pursuit, exposed me to 
an extraordinary expense. } have also had it in my power to 
reward some of my faithful Abigails ; in particular, to relieved 
from extreme diatiess that niaich to whom, as J have already 

observed, Lord B-grantej^l an annuity, which she had sold : so 

that she was reduced to the most abject poverty ; and I found her 
ill a dismal hole, witli two infants, perishing for want; a spectacle 
which drew tears from my eyes, and indeed could not but make 
deep impression upon a heart like mine, which the misery of ray 
fellow-creatures never failed to melt. 

“Nor did I upon this occasion forg'ot tlio attachment and fidelity 

of my other wonuin, Mrs. S-, who, hearing I was robbed in my 

passage through Flanders, Lad generously relinquished the allow¬ 
ance 1 had settled upon her at parting. The exercise of such acts 
of humanity and benevolence, and the pleasure of seeing my dear 
and tender parent often, in some measure alleviate the chagrin to 
which I am subject from the disagreeable disposition of my lord, 
who, consistent with his former inconsistency, upon our last recon¬ 
ciliation, cheerfully agreed to a proposal I made of having concerts 
in the house, and even approved of the scheme with marks of par¬ 
ticular satishiction : but before one half of the winter was expired, 
hn found means to banish all the company, beginning with Lord 
H? B-, who, as he walked up stairs one evening, was stopped by 
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a footman, who plainly told him he had orders to say to him in 
particular, tliat his lordship was not at home; yet the very next 
day, perceiving that nobleman and me walking together in the 
park, he joined us with an air of alacrity, as if no such thing had 

happened, and even behaved to Lord R-with the most fawning 

complaisance. His deportment was equally absurd and imperti¬ 
nent to Jilic rest of his friends, who forsook us gradually, being 
tired of Tnaintiiining any friendly communication with such a 
disagreeable composition of ignorance and arrogance. For my 
own part, I look upon him as utterly incorrigible ; and as fato 
hath subjected me to his power, endeavour to make the bitter 
draught go down, by detaching myself as iiiiicli as possible from 
the suppf>.sition that there is any siicli existence upon earth. In¬ 
deed, if I had not fatal exiicricnco of tlio coiilrai’y, 1 should be apt 
to believe that such a charectc*' is not. to be found among the sons 
of men ; becausg his conduct is altogotlier uiiaccoiintablo by the 
known rules and maxims of life, and falls entirely under the poet’s 
observation, wlioii he says, 

*' "Tia tnio no meaning puzzles moie tlian wit.'" 

Her ladyship having thus coiiclu.led her story, to the ontevtain- 
ineiit of the company, and the admiration of Peregrine, who 
expressed his astoiiislnnont at the variety of adventures she had 
undergone, which was sucli as he thought sufficient to destroy the 
most liardy and robust const! tut if >ii, and therefore infinitely more 
th.an enough to overwlielm one of her delicate frame ;—one of the 
gentlenioii present rf>undly taxed her witli want of caiidfuir, in 
suppressing some circumstances of her life, which lie thought 
essential in the consideration of her cliai'acter. 

• She reddened at this pfirenijitory charge, whicli had an evident 
effect upon the coiiiiteiiances the whole audience, when the 
accuser proceeded to explain his imiwtation, by observing, that, 
ill the course of her narration, she had omitted to mention a 
thousand acts of uncommon charity, of which he himself knew 
her to bo guilty ; and that she liad concealed a groat many advan¬ 
tageous proposals of marriage, ivliich she might have accepted 
before she was engaged. 

The company were iigreoabiy undeceived by this explanation ; 
which her ladyship acknowledged, in very polite terms, as a coiii- 
plinient cqu-ally genteel and unexpcOced ; and our hero, after 
having testified the .sense ho had of her complaisance and con- 
dcceusion, in regaling him with a msirk of her confidence and 
esteem, took his leave, and went homo in a state of confusion and 
perplexity : for, from the cirgumstances of the tale he had heard, 
he plainly perceived, that her ladyshiji’s heart was too^ delicate to 
receive such incense as lie, in the capacity of an admirer, could 
at present pay ; because, though he had in some measure abridged 
the enopire of Emilia in his own breast, it was ,iiot in Ink power to 
rostrain it so effectually, bub |hat it would interf^e with any oth^ 
sovereign whom his thoughts should adopt; and,*unle8S Lady-^ 
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could engross his whole love, time, and attention, he foresaw that 
it would bo impossible for him to support the passion *which 
ho might have the good fortune to inspire. He was, moreover, 
deterred from declaring hia love, by the fate of her former admirers, 
who seemed to have be^n wound up to a degree of enthusiasm, 
that looked more like the cfl'ect of enchantment, than the inspira¬ 
tion of human attractions ; an ecstasy of passion whiclr' he (lui'st 
not venture to undergo ; ho therefore resolved to combat with the 
impressions he had already received, and, if possible, cultivate her 
friendship without Holiciting her affection ; but, before ho could fix 
upon this determination, ho desired to know the footing on wln’ch 
he stood in her opinion; and by the intelligence of Crabtree, 
obtained in the usual manner, understood that her sentiments of 
him were very fav^ourable, though without the least tincture of 
love. He would have been transported with joy hud her thoughts 
of him been of a mejrc tender texture, though his reason was better 
pleased with the information ho received ; in conse(juenco of which 
he mustered uj) the ideas of liis first passion, and set them in 
nj)pi)sition to those of this now .and dangerous attachment; by 
which means ho kept the balance hi efixiilihriOf and his bosom 
tolerably quiet. 


Chai*. T.XXXIf.—lie pcrRUailes ('.niwaUiuler to aBsunie tlio Clmracter of a Magician, in 
wliich li(> ncqiiiiM a grt'iit .Sliaie oflli piit.'itioii, by bin UcspoHBcs to three Feuialcs of 
ilisthicuoii, who ee%eially cuiiBult (lie K^^^(‘aleheH of his Art. 

His heart being thus, as it were, suspended between two objects 
that lessened the force of each otJier’s attraction, ho took this 
opportunity of enjoying some respite, and for the present detachdd 
his sentiments fi'un both ; reviving to indul^^o himself in the 
exercise of that practical VBatire, which was so agreeable and 
peculiar to his disposition. In this laudable determination he was 
confirmed by the repeated suggestions of his friend Cadwallader, 
who taxed him with letting Jiis lalents rust in indolence, and 
stimulated his natural vivacity with a .succession of fresh dis¬ 
coveries in the world of scandal. ^ 

Peregrine was now seized with a strange whim, and, when he 
communiaited the conceit f-o Cadwallader, it in a moment acquired 
his approbation. This notion he imparted in a proposal to subject 
the town to their ridicule, by giving responses in the character of a 
professed conjurer, to bo personated by the old misanthrope, whoso 
aspect was extremely well calculated for the purpose. The plan 
was immediately adjusted in all its parts ; an apartment hired in 
a house accommodated with a public stair, so that people might 
have free ingress and egress, without being exposed to observation ; 
and this tenement being furnished with the apparatus of a magi¬ 
cian, such as globosy telescopes, a mogio lantern, a skeleton, a dried 
monkey, togethej with the skins of rn alligator, otter, and snake, 
the conjurer himself took possession of his castle, after Imving 
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distributed printed ivdvrortisemonfcs, containing the particulara of 
his undertaking. 

These bills soon operated according to the wish of tho projectors. 
As tho price of the oracle was fixed at half a guinea, the public 
naturally concluded that the author was np common fortune-teller ; 
and the very next day, Peregrine found some ladies of his quality 
acquaiiitaiico infected with the desire of making an experiment 
upon the skill of this new conjuror, who pretended to bo just 
arrived from the Mogul’s empire, where ho had learned the art from 
H Brachman philosopher. ()ur young gentleman .affected to talk of 
tho pretensions of this sage with ridicule and contempt, .and with 
.seeming reluctance undertook to attend them to his apartment, 
observing that it would he a very easy matter to detect the fclhuv’s 
igiiorauee, and no more than common justice to chastise him h»r 
his presumption. Though ho .x)uld easily perooive a gro.at fund of 
credulity in the .company, they affected to espouse his f)piuion, 
and, under the^notion of a frolic, .agreed that one ]).articular lady 
should endeavour to baffle his art, by appearing before him in the 
dress of her wom.au, who should at tho same time porsonsite her 
mistress, and be treated as sucli by our adventurer, who iiromised 
tit squire them to tho place. These measures being concerted, and 
tho appoiiitmeut fixed for the next aiidioucc-day, Peregrine fur¬ 
nished his friend with the necessary information ; .and when the hour 
of assignation arrived, conducted hi.s charge t(» this oraculous .seer. 

They Avoro- admitted hy our hero’s valet-de-chambre, Avhoso 
visage, being n.aturally meagre and sAvarthy, Avas adorned with 
artificial Avhiskers ; so that lie became tho Persian dress which he 
wore, and seemed a very pro])or master of tho ceremonies to an 
oriental necromancer. Having crossed his arms upon his breast, 
with an inclination of the head, In^st.alked in solemn silence before 
them into the penetralia of tlio temple, where they found tho con¬ 
jurer .sitting at a table, provided with ^en, ink, and paper, divers 
books .and mathematical instruments, and a long Avliite wand, lying 
across the whole. He Avas habited in .a black gown and fur cap : 
his countenance, over and above a double proportion of philosojihic 
gr.avity, which he had assumed for the occasion, wa.s improved hy a 
thick beard, white as snow, tha^ reached to his middle ; and upon 
o.ach shoulder sat a prodigious large black cat, Avhich liad been 
tutored for tho purpose. • 

Such a figure, which Avould have sfartlcd Peregrine him.solf, had 
Xiot ho been concerned in the mystery, could not fail to make an 
impression upon those whom he accomjjanicd. The fictitious cham¬ 
bermaid, in spite of all her natural portness and viv.aoity, changed 
colour when .she Oiitered the room ; while tlie pretended Ipdy, whoso 
intellects were nob quite so enlightened, began to tremble in every 
joint, and ejacukte petitions to Heaven for her safety. Their con¬ 
ductor, advancing to the table, presented his offering, an^, pointing 
to the maid, tola him. that lady desired to know what would be 
her destiny in point of marriage. The philosopher, without lifting 
up his eyes to view the person in Avhoso behalf he was consulted, 
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turned his ear to one of tlio sable familiars that purred upon his 
shoulder, and, taking up the pen, wrote upon a detached slip of 
paper these words, which Peregrine, at the desire of the ladies, 
repeated aloud: “Her destiny will, in a great measure, depend 
upon what happened to her about nine o’clock in the morning, on 
the third day or last December.” 

This sentence was no sooner pronounced, than the counterfeit lady 
screamed, and ran out into the antechamber, exclaiming, “Lord 
have mercy upon us ! Sure he is the devil incarnate ! ” Her mis¬ 
tress, who followed her with great consternation, insisted upon 
knowing the transaction to which the response alluded ; and Mrs. 
Abigail, after some recollection, gave her to understand that she 
had an admirer, who, bn that very hour and day mentioned by the 
cunning man, had addressed himself to her in a serious proposal of 
marriage. Tlii.s explanation, however, was more ingenious than 
candid ; for the admirer was no other than the identical Mr, Pickle 
himself, who was a mere dragon among the ehambermaids, and in 
his previous information communicated to his .associate, had given 
an account of this assignation, with which he had been favoured 
by the dam.sel in question. 

Our hero, seeing his company very much aHected with thi.s cir¬ 
cumstance of the wiziird’s art, which had .almost frightened both 
mistress and maid into hysteric fits, pretended to laugh them out 
of their fears, by observing, that there was iiothiiig extraordinary 
in this instance of his knowledge, which might have been acquired 
by .some of those secret emissaries whom such iuqiostors are obliged 
to employ for intelligence, or imparted by the lover him.sclf, who 
had, perhaps, come to consult him about the success of his amour. 
Encouraged by this observation, or rather ijrompted by an insati- 
.ablo curiosity, which was proof against all sorts of ajiprcheiisitui, 
the disgui-sed lady returned to t\ie magician’s ovn apartment, and 
assuming the air of a pert *hambermaid, “ Mr. Conjurer,” said she, 
“ now you ha’, e satisfied my mistress, will you bo so good as to tell 
me if ever I shall be married ?” The sage, without the least hc,si- 
tation, favoured her with an answer in the following words : “You 
cannot be msu ried before you arc a widow ; and whether or not that 
will ever bo the case, is a question which my art cannot resolve, 
because my forekno-wledge exceeds not tlio term of thirty years.” 

This reply, which at once cut her off from the pleasing prospect 
of seeing herself indepenuont in the enjoyment of youth and for¬ 
tune, ill a moment clouded her aspect; all her good humour was 
overcast, .aud she went away without further inquiry, muttering, 
in the rancour of her chagrin, that ho was a silly, impertinent 
fellow, and a mere quack in his profession, l^lotwithstanding the 
prejudice*of this resentment, her conviction soon recurred; and 
when the report of his answers was made to those confederates 
by whom she hiid been deputed to make trial of his skill, they were 
universally persuaded that his art was altogether supernatural, 
though each affected to treat it with contempt, resolving, in her 
own breast, to have recourse to him in private. 
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In the mean time, the maid, though laid under the most peremp¬ 
tory injunctions of secrecy, was so full of the circumstance which 
related to her own conduct, that she extolled his prescience, in 
whispers, tf) all her actpiaintance, assuring them that ho had told 
her all tlic particulars of her life; so th^it his f^im was almost 
instantaneously conveyed, through a thousand different channels, 
to all parts of the town ; and the very next time he assumed the 
chair, his doors were besieged by curious people, of all sects and 
denominations. 

Being an old practitioner in this art, Cadwallader knew it would 
be impossible for him to support his reputation in the promiscuous 
exercise of fortune-telling, because every person that should come 
to consult him would cxjiect a sample of his skill relating to things 
past ; and it could not be supposed that he was act^uainted wdth 
the private concerns of every individual who might apply to him 
for that purpose :,ho therefore ordered his minister, whom he dis¬ 
tinguished by tjjjO name of Hadgi Jlourk, to signify to all those who 
demanded entrance, that his price was half a guinea; and that all 
such as wore not disposed to gratify him with that consideration, 
would do well to leave the passage free for the rest. 

This declaration succeeded to nis wish ; for this congregation 
c<msi3ted chiolly of footmen, chainbennaids, apprentices, and the 
lower class of tradesmen, who could not afford to purchase pre¬ 
science at such a ])rieo ; so that, after fruitless offers of shillings and 
half-crowns, they dropped off one by one, and left the field open for 
customer.s of a higher rank. 

The first person (>1 this species who appeared, W'as dressed like 
the wife of a substantial tradesman ; Imt this disguise could nob 
screen her from the penetration t>f the conjurer, who, at first sight, 
know her to be one of the ladies of w'hoso conung he had been 
apprised by Peregrine, on the snjt^iositiou that their curiosity was 
rather inflamed than allayed by the mtriligcnce they had received 
from his first client. Tliis lady approached the philosopher with 
that intrepidity of countenance so consjiicuous in matrons of her 
dignified sphere, and in a soft voice asked, with a simper, of what 
complexion her next child would be? The necromancer, who was 
perfectly well .acquainted her private history, forthwith 

delivered his resjumso in the following question, written in the 
usual form, “How long has Pompoy the J>lack been dismissed from 
your ladyship’s service ? ” 

Endued as she was with a great share of that fortitude which is 
distinguished by the appellation of effronteiy, lier face exhibited 
some signs of shame .and confusion at the receipt of this oracular 
interrogation, by which she wa.** convinced of his extraordinary 
intelligence ; and, accosting him in a very serious Ume, '* Doctor,” 
said she, “ I perceive you are a person of great abilities in the art 
you profess ; and, therefore, without pretending to dissemble, I 
will own you have touched the true string of,my apprehensions. 
I am persuaded I need not Jae more particular in my inquiries. 
Here is a purse of money ; take it. and deliver me from a most 
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alarming and uneasy suspense.” So saying, she deposited her 
offering upon the talde, and waited for his answer with a face of 
fearful expectation, while he was employed in writing this sentence 
for her perusal: “Though I see into the womb of time, the pros¬ 
pect is not perfectly distinct; the seeds of future events lie mingled 
and confused; 00 that T am under the necessity of assisting my 
divination, in some cases, by analogy and human in^lligcnce ; 
and cannot possibly satisfy your present doubts, unless you will 
condescend to mate me privy to ^1 those occurrences which you 
think might have interfered with the cause of your apprehension.” 

The lady having road the declaration, affected a small emotion 
of shyness and repugnance, and, seating herself upon a settee, after 
having cautiously informed herself of the jirivacy of the'apartment, 
gave such a detail of the succession of her lovers, as amazed while 
it entertained the necromancer, as well as his friend Pickle, who, 
from a closet, in which ho had concealed himself, overheard every 
syllable of her confession. Cadwallader listened ‘to her story with 
a look of infinite importance and sagacity, and, aftef a short pause, 
told her, that ho would not pretend to give a categorical answer, 
until he should have deliberated maturely upon the various cir¬ 
cumstances of the affair; but if she would take the trouble of 
honouring him with another visit on his next public day, ho hoped 
he should be able to give her full .satisfaction. Conscious of the 
imix)rtanco of her doubts, she could not help commending his 
caution, and took her leave, with a promise of returning at the 
appointed time : then the conjurer being joined by his associate, 
they gav'o a loose to their mirth, which having indulged, they 
began to concert measures for inflicting s(>me disgraceful punish¬ 
ment on the shameless and inscituito termagant, who had so impu¬ 
dently avowed her own prostitution. * 

Tliey were interrupted, howaver, in their conference, by the 
arrival of a new guest, wlip being announced by Hadgi, our hero 
retreated to his lurking-place, and Cadwallader resumed his 
mysterious appearance. This now client, though she hid her face 
in a mask, could not conceal herself from the knowledge of the con¬ 
jurer, who, by her voice, recognized her to be an unmarried lady 
of his own acquaintance. She had, within a small compass of time, 
mat'le her.sclf remarkable for two adventures, which had not at all 
succeeded to her expectation : being very much addicted to play, 
she had, at a certain rout, 'indulged that passion to such excess, as 
not only got the better of her justice, but also of her circumspec¬ 
tion ; BO that she was unfortunately detected in her endeavours to 
appropriate to herself what was not lawfully her due. This small slip 
was attended with another indiscretion, which had likewise an 
unlucky effect upon her reputation. She had been favoured with 
the addresses of one of those hopeful heirs who swarm and swagger 
about town, under the denomination of bucks ; and, in the con¬ 
fidence of kis honour, consented to be one of a party that made an 
excursion as far as Windsor, thinking herself secured from scandal 
by the company of another young lady, who had also condescended 
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to trust her person to the protection of her admirer. The two 
gallants, in the course of this expedition, were said to use the most 
perfidious means to intoxicate the passions' of their mistresses, by 
mixing drugs with their wine, which inflamed their constitutions 
to such a degree, that they fell an easy sacrifice to the appetites 
of their conductors, who, upon their rctum to town, were so base 
and inhuman as to boast among their companions of the exploit 
they had ^ichioved. Thus the story was circulated, with a thou¬ 
sand additional circumstances, to the prejudice of the sufferers, 
one of whom liad thought proper to withdraw into the country, 
until the sciindal raised at her expense should subside ; while the 
other, who was not so easily put out of countenance, resolved to 
outface thei report, as a treacherous aspersion, invented by her 
lover as an excuse for his own inconstancy ; and. actually appeared 
ill jmblic, as usual, till she found herself neglected by the greatest 
part of her ac(iufi^ntance. 

In consequence’of this disgrace, which she know not whether to 
impute to the card affair, or to the last faux pas she had committed, 
she now came to consult the conjurer, and signified her errand, by 
asking whether the cause of her present disquiet was of the town 
or the country. Cadwallador, at once perceiving her allusion, 
answered her question in theso terms: “ This honest world will 

forgive a young gamester for indiscretion at plaj^, but a favour 
granted to a bubbling coxcomb is an unpardonable offence.” This 
response she received with equal astonishment and chagrin; and, 
fully convinced of the necromancer’s omniscience, implored his 
advice touching the retrieval of her reputation : upon which ho 
counselled her to wed with the first opportunity. She seemed so 
well pleased with his admonition, that she gratified him with a 
double fee, and, dropjiing a low curtsy, retired. 

Our undertakers now thought it* higli time to silence the oraclo 
for the day, and Hadgi was accordingly ordered to exclude all 
comers, while Peregrine and his frieua renewed tlio deliberations 
which had been interrupted, and settled a plan of operations for the 
next occasion : moanwhilo it was resolved that Hadgi should not 
only exercise his own talents, but also employ inferior agents, 
in procuring general intelligence for the support of their scheme ; 
that the expense of this ministiy should be defrayed from the pro¬ 
fits of their professions, and tho remainder bo distributed to poor 
families in distress. • 


CffAP. LXXXTII.—Porrgrlno and his Friend Cadwallader proceed in the Exercise of the 
Mystery of Fortuno-teHlnj, In ih'i coma* of which ilicy achiovo various Aflventurea. 

These preliminaries being adjusted, our hero forthwith repaired 
to a card assembly, which was frequented by some of the most 
notable gossips in town, and, having artfully turned thq conversa¬ 
tion upon the subject of the fortune-teller,* whose talents he 
pretended to ridicule, incens^ their itch of knowing secrets to 
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such a degree of impatience, that their curiosity became flagrant, 
and he took it for granted that all or some of them would visit 
Albumazar on his very first visiting-day. While Peregrine was 
thus engaged, his associate made his appearance in another con- 
vocatioti of fashionable people, where ho soon had the pleasure of 
hearing the conjurer brought upon the carpet by an elderly gentle¬ 
woman, remarkable for her inquisitive disposition, who, addressing 
herself to Cadwallader, asked, by the help of the finger-alphabet, 
if he knew anything of the magician that made such a noise in 
town. The misanthrope answered, as usual, in a surly tone, “By 
yonr question you must eitlicr take nic for a pimp or an idiot. 
Wliat, in the name of nonsense, sliould I know of such a rascal, 
unless I were to court his acquaintance with a view to feast my 
own spleen, in seeing him fool the whole nation out of their money ? 
though, I suppose, his chief profits arise from his practice, in 

quality of pander. All fortimo-tellers are b-ds, and for that 

reason are so much folloivod by people of fashion, 'riiis fellow, I 
warrant, has got sundry convenient apartments for the benefit of 
procreation ; for it is not to be supposed, tliat those who visit him 
on pretence of consulting liis supernatural art, can be such fools, 
such drivellers, as to believe that ho can actually prognosticate 
future events.” 

The company, according to his'cxjioctation, imputed his remarks 
to llio rancour of hi.s drsposition, wdiich could not bear to think that 
any person u[)on earth was wdscr than himself; and his I'ars >vere 
regaled with a thousand instances of the conjurer’s wonderful 
prescience, for which ho wa.s altogether indebted to fiction. Some 
of these specimens being communicated to liim, by way of appeal 
to liis o])inion, “ 'J’hey are,” said he, “mere phantoms of ignorance 
and credulity, swelled up in the repetition, like those unsubstantial 
bubbles which the hoys blow up nn aonp-suda with a tobacco-pipe. 
And this will over ho the case in the proi)agation of all extraordi¬ 
nary intelligence : the imagination naturally magnifies every object 
that falls under its cognisance, especially those that concern the 
passions of fear and admiration ; and when the occurrence conies 
to be rehearsed, i hc vanity of the relater exaggerates every circum¬ 
stance, in order to enchance the importance of the communication. 
I’hns an incident, w’hich is but barojy uncommon, often gains such 
accession in its jirogress through the fancies and mouths of those 
who represent it, that the original fact cannot possibly be dis¬ 
tinguished. This observation might be proved and illustrated by 
a thousand undeniable examples, out of which I shall only select 
one instance, for the entertainment and edification of the company. 
A very honest gentleman, remarkable for the gravity of his deport¬ 
ment, waa^onc day, in a certain coflee-houso, accosted by one of his 
particular friends, who, taking him by the hand, expressed uncom¬ 
mon satisfaction in seeing him abroad, and in good health, after 
the daiig€!ifou.s and portentous malady he had undergone. Sur- 

g rised at this salutation, the gentleman replied, it was true he 
ad been a little out of order over night, but there was nothing at 
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till extraordinary in his indisposition. ‘ Jesu ! not extraordinary,’ 
cried the other, ‘ when you vomited three black crows ? ’ This 
strange exclamation the grave gentleman at first mistook for rail¬ 
lery, though his friend was no joker ; but perceiving in him all 
the marks of sincerity and astonishment, ho suddenly changed his 
opinion, and after a short reverie, taking him aside, expressed 
himself in these words : * Sir, it is not unknown- to you, that I am 
at present engaged in a treaty of marriage, which would have been 
settled long ago, had it not been retarded by the repeated machina¬ 
tions of a certain person who professed hinisolf my rival. Now, I 
am fully persuaded that this atfair of the tliree crows is a 8tr»ry of 
his invention, calculated to prejudice me in the opinion of the lady, 
who, to b® sure, would not choose to marry a man who lias a 
rookery in his bowels; and therefore T must insjkst upon knowing 
your author of this scandalous report, that I may bo able to 
vindicate my character froia the malicious aspersion.’ His friend, 
who thought the demand was very reasonable, told him, without 
hesitation, tha1» he was made acquainted with the circumstance of 
his distemper by Mr. Such-a-fuio, their commcjii acquaintauce : 
upon which, the per.son who concidvcd himself injured went 
immediately in quest of his supimsed dtfamer, and, liaviiig found 
him, ‘Pray, sir,’ s.aid he, witli a [ttiremptory tone, ‘who I old you 
that I vomited three black crowsThree {’ answered the gentle¬ 
man, ‘I mentioned two only.’—‘/omuls! sir,’ cried the <tthor, 
incensed at lii.s indifteronce, ‘ you will find the tw'o too many, if 
you refuse to discover the villainous source of such calumny.’ The 
gentleman, surprised at his heat, said he ivas sorry to find ho had 
been the accidental instrument of giving him offence, but translated 
the blame, if any there was, from liiinsolf to a third jicrson, to 
v/hos 0 information he owed his knowleilge of the ro[)ori. Thu 
plaintiff, according to the <lirec‘^oii lie received, rojiaired to the 
house of the accused ; and his indignation being inflamed at liiuling 
the story had already chculatcd among his acipiaintaiice, he told 
him, with evident marks of displeasure, that he was come to pluck 
that same brace of crows which ho said he had disgorged. The 
defendant, seeing him very much irritated, jiositivcly denied that 
lie had mentioned u brace: ‘One indeed,’said he, ‘1 own I took 
notice of, upon the authority nf your own physician, who gave me 
an account of it this morning. ’—‘ By the Lord ! ’ cried the sufferer, 
in a rage, which he could no longer certain, ‘ that rascal has been 
suborned by my rival to slander my character in this manner ; but 
I’ll be revenged, if there be cither law or equity in England. ’ He 
had scarce pronounced these words, when the doctor happened to 
enter the room j vrhen his exasperated patient, lifting up his cane, 
‘Sirrah,’ said ho, “if I live. I’ll make that black crow Hie blackest 
circumstance of thy whole life and cfuiversation.’ The physician, 
confounded at this address, assured him that ho was utterly igno¬ 
rant of his meaning ; and, when the other gentleman e3;;,plained it, 
absolutely denied the charge, affirming he had said no more than 
that he had vomited a quanCiby of something as black as a crow. 

2 E 
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Tho landlord of the house acknowledged that ho might have hcetl 
mistaken ; and thus the whole mystery was explained.’' 

Tho company seemed to relish tho story of the three black crows, 
which they considered as an impromptu of Cadwallader’s own in¬ 
vention ; but, granting it to bo true, they unanimously declared 
that it could have no weight in invalidating the testimony of divers 
persons of honour, who had been Mutnossos of the inagiciau’s super¬ 
natural skill. On the next day of consultation, tho necromancer 
being in the chair, and his friend behind the curtain, the outward 
door was scarce opened, when a female visitant lloimccd in, and 
discovered to the magician the features of one of those inquisitive 
ladies, whoso curiosity, ho knew, his confedoraLo had aroused in 
the manner above ilescribcd. 8he addressed herself to liim with a 
familiar air, observing that she had heard much of his great know¬ 
ledge, and was come to bo a witness of bi.s art, which she desired 
him to display, in declaring what he knew to be her ruling passion. 

Cadwallader, who was no stranger to her disposition, assumed 
the pen without hesitation, and furnished her with an answer, 
im])orting, that tho love of money jivcdominated, and scandal 
possessed tho next place in her heart. Far from being offended at 
nis freedom, she coimneiuled his frankness with a smile ; and, 
satisfied of his uncommon talents, expressed a desire of being better 
acquainted with his i)erson : nay, she began to cateobise him upon 
the private history of divers great families, in which he happened 
to be well versed ; and he, in a iiiystenous manner, drojiped such 
artful hints of his knowledge, that she W’as amazed at his capacity, 
and actually asked if his art was communicable. Tho conjurer 
replied in the afliriiiativc ; but, at the same time, gave her to 
understand, that it was attainable by those only wdio were pure 
and undefiled in jioiiit of chastity and honour ; or such as, by a 
long courso of penitence, had wdaned themselvcn from all attacli- 
nieiits to the flesh. She not only disapproved, but seemed to doubt 
Uie truth of this assertion ; telling him, with a look of disdain, that 
his art was not worth having, if one could not use it for the benefit 
of one’s pleasure ; she had oven pcivetration enough to take notice 
of an inconsistency in w'hat ho had advanced ; and asked why ho 
himself exercised his knowledge for hire, if he was so much detached 
from all worldly conceriLs. “ Ooiile, come, doctor," added she, 
“ you are in the right to be cautious against irnportinent curiosity ; 
but, perhaps, I may make it worth your while to be communicative." 

These overtures w'ere interrupted by a rap at the door, signifying 
the approach of another client; upon which the lady inquired for 
his private passage, through which she might retire, without tho 
risk of being soon : when she understood ho was deficient in that 
convenioncb, she withdrew into an empty room, adjoining to jbho 
audience-chamber, in order to conceal herself from the observation 
of tho new-comer. This was no other than the innamorata, who 
came by a'Jipointment to receive the solution of her doubts; and 
tho misanthrope, glad of an opjjortunity to expose her to the censure 
of such an indefatigable minister of fame, as the person, who, .hC 



THK COJCJtJRfitl PERPLBXEto. 


436 


know, would listen from the next apartment, laid her under the 
necessity of refreshing his reniornbi'anco with a recai)itulation of 
her former confession, which was almost finished, when she was 
nlarnicd by a noise at the door, occasioned by two gentlemen, M'ho 
attempted to enter by force. ^ 

Terrified at this uproar, which disconcerted the magician himself, 
she ran Sor shelter into the place which was pre-occui)ied by the 
other lady, who, hearing this disturbance, hud closed the window- 
shutters, that she miglii have the better chance of remaining 
unknown. Here they ensconced them.selves, in the utmost con¬ 
sternation ; while the ncoromancer, after .some rect)lleetioii, ordered 
lladgi to,«)pen the door, and admit the lioters, who, he hoped, 
would be overawed by the authority of his appearance. The 
janitor bad no sooner obeyed bis instructions, than in rushed a 
young libei’liue, who had bemt iuv .sonic time upon the town, 
togetlier with ],us tutor, who was a worn-(»ut debauchee, well 
known to tlie^niagician. They were both in that degree of iutoxi- 
caiiori noceasary to prepare such diH]iositions for what they com- 
uiouly call frolics, and the sober part of mankind feel to bo 
extravagant outrages against l,he Laws of their country, and the 
peace of I heir fellow-subjects. Having staggered up to the table, 
the senior, who undertook to ho spokesman, r-duted Cadwallader 
with, “ How dost do, old Capricorn? Thou seem’st to be a most 
venerable ]»mp, and, 1 doubt not, hast abundance of discretion. 
Here is this young whore-master (a tiaie cliip of the old venereal 
block his fatlu'r) and myself come for a eomfortablo cast (»f thy 

function. 1 don’t mean that stale pretence of conjuring—d- 

futurity ; lot us live for the present, old Haly. Conjure me up a 
couple of hale wenches ; and I M'arrant wo sliall get into the magic 
circle in a twinkling. What say.s Galileo ? Wliat says the Reverend 
llrahe? Here is a jmrse, you pfllii)); hark how it cliinka ! This is 
sweeter tlian the music of the spheres.^’ 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencounter, made no reply, 
but, taking up his wand, waved it around his head in a very' mys¬ 
terious motion, with a view of intiiindating Ihcso forward visitants, 
who, f.ar from being awed by this sort of evolution, became more 
and more tibstropcrous, and^even tbroatened to pull him by the 
beard, if he w’ould not immediately comjily with their desire. 
Had he called his a.s8ociate, or even H,<idgi, to hi.s aid, he knew ho 
could have soon calmed their turbulence ; but being unwilling to 
run the risk of a discovery, or even of a riot, he bethought himself 
of chastising their insolence in another manner, that would be less 
hazardous, an<l rather more eflectual, Tn consequence of this sug¬ 
gestion, he pointed his wand tnwardfi the door of the apartment in 
which the ladies had taken sanctuary ; and the two rakes, under¬ 
standing the hint, rushed in without hesitation. 

The females, finding their'place of retreat taken by assault, ran 
about the room in great consternation, and were iinmetKately taken 
prisoners by the assailants, who, pulling them towards the windows, 
opened the shutters at the same instant of time, when, strange to 
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toll! ond of fciie horoo.s discovered in the prize lio had made, thd 
very wife of his hosoin ; and his companion perceived that he had 
stumbled in the dark upon hia own mother. Their mutual astonish¬ 
ment was uns[) 0 akablo at this ^dairciHsement, whicli produced n 
universal silence f(*r the space of several minutes. During this 
pause, the ladies having recollected themselves, an expostulation 
was begun by the elder of the two, who roundly took her son to 
task for his disonleidy life, which laid her under tlie disagreeable 
necessity of watching liis motions, and detecting him in such an 
infamous place. 

^Yhile the careful mother thus exercised her talent for repre¬ 
hension, the Ivopeful young gentleman, with a hand in each fob, 
stood whistling au opcia-lune, w'ithout seeming to pay* tho most 
profounil regard to Ins parent’s reproof ; and the other lady, in 
imitation of such a consummate pattern, began to open upon her 
liusband, whom she bitterly reproached Avith li^s looseness find 
intemperance, domaiHling to know what he had to nlljigo in allevia¬ 
tion of his pre.sent mi.sconduct. Tho siirpri.se occa-sioned by such 
an unexpected meeting had filready in a great measure destroyed 
the effects of the wine he had so plentifully drunk, and tlie first 
use he made of his recovered sobriety, wa.s to revolve within liim- 
self the motives that could ])os3ibly induce his wife to give him the 
rendezvous in this manner. As ho had good reason to bt'hcvo she 
was utterly void of jealousy, he naturally placed this rencontre to 
the account of another passion ; and liis chagrin was not at all 
impaired by the effrontery with which she rmw presumed to repri¬ 
mand him. He listened to her, therefore, with a grjivo, or rather 
grim aspect; and to the fjue.'irion with which she concluded her 
rebuke, answered, with great composure, “ .Ml that 1 have to allego^ 

madam, is, tliat the b-d has committed a mistake, inconsequence 

of which we are b<'th disappointM; and so, ladio", your humble 
servant.” So saying, lie retired with manifest confusion in his 
looks ; and, as he passed through tlie audience-chamber, eyeing tho 
conjurer asliancc, pronounced the e])iLhet of “ preciou.s rascal,” 
with great emphasis. Meanwhile, the junior, like a dutiful child, 
handed his mamma to her chair ; and tho other client, after having 
reviled the necromancer, because he could not fore.see this event, 
went away in a state of mortification. 

The cofist being clear, Peregrine came forth from liis den, and 
congratulated his friend up<m the peaceable issue of the adventure 
which he had overheard ; but, that he might not be exposed to 
such inconvenience for tho future, they resolved that a grate should 
be fixed in the middle of tho outward door, through which the 
conjurer himself might reconnoitre all the visitants before their 
admission ;‘'so that, to those whose appearance he might not like, 
Hadgi should, without opening, give notice, that his master was 
engaged. By this expedient, too, they provided against those 
difficulties ^thich Cadwallador niust have encountered, in giving 
satisfaction to strangers whom he did^ not know ; for the original 
intention of the fouinlers was to confine the practice of their art to 
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people of fashion only, most of whom were personally known to 
the counterfeit magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed, theso associates, Cadwalladcr in particular, notwith¬ 
standing Ilia boasted insight into the characters of life, never 
imagined that his pretended skill would be consulted by any but 
the weaker-minded of the female sex,*i7icited by that spirit of 
curiositji which ho knew was implanted in their nature ; but, in 
the course of hia practice, ho found himself cultivated in his 
preternatural capacity by jicople of all sexes, complexions, and 
degrees of rciiutation ; and had occasion to observe, that when the 
passions are concerned, howsoever cool, cautious, and deliberato 
the disposition may otherwise be, there is nothing so idle, frivolous, 
or abaunf, to which they w’ill net api»Jy for encouragement and 
gra till cation. The last occurrence, acccordhig’to the hopes and 
expectation of the c<)nfedv.r,itcfj, was wdiispevcd about by the ladies 
coiicorned in such a manner, that tlie whole allliir Avas, in a few 
days, the universal topic of discourse, iii which it was retailed with 
numberless embellisbments, invented by the parties thems'^lves, 
who had long indulged a piipie at each elber, and took this oppor¬ 
tunity of enjoying tboir revenge. 

These incidents, while tliey Tcji.ilcil the spleen, at the same time 
augmented the renown of the conjurer, who was described on both 
sides as a very extraordinary person in liis way ; and the altera¬ 
tion in bis door was no sooner performed, than ho bad occasion 
to avail himself of it against the intrusion of a great many, w'itli 
whom he would have found it very difficult fo sii])port the fame ho 
had act[uired. 

Among tliosc who appeared at his grate, he perceived a certain 
clergyman, whom be bad long know'u .an humble attendant on the 
*great, and with some the reputed minister of their pleasures ; this 
Lovite had disguised himself in # groat coat, boots, and dress quite 
foreign to the liabit worn by tliose*of bis function; and, being 
atlmittctl, attempted to imjiose liimsolf as a couniry squire upon 
the conjurer, who, calling him by bis name, desiivd him to sit 
dow'n. This reception corresjionding with the repoit he had heard 
touching our magician's art, the doctor said lie would lay aside all 
dissimulation. After having inqilicit belief that his 

supernatural knowdedgo did liot proceed from any communication 
with evil sjnrits, but was Uio iinmodiato gift of Iloaven, ho declared 
the intention of his coming was to inquire into the health of a 
good friend and brother of his, who possessed a certain living in the 
country, which ho named ; and, as he was old and infirm, to know 
what space of time was allotted to him in tliis frail stfito of mor¬ 
tality, that he might have the melancholy satisfaction of attending 
him in his last moments, and assisting him in his jireparations for 
eternity. 

The conjurer, who at once perceived the jiurport of this (Question, 
after a solemn pause, during which he seemejl absorbetl in contem¬ 
plation, delivered this response to his consulter: “Though I fore¬ 
see some oegurrepces, I do not pretend to be omniscient, I know 
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not to what age that clergyman’s life will extend ; but bo far X can 
penetrate into the womb of time as to discern that the incumbent 
will survive his intended suceessor.” This dreadful sontenco in a 
moment banislied the blood from the face of tho appalled consulter, 
who, hearing his own doom pronounced, began to tremble in every 
joint; he lifted up his eyeSj in the agony of fear, and sfiying “Tho 
Avill of God bo done !” withdrew in silent despondence, Jfis teeth 
chattering Avith terror and dismay. 

This client was succeeded by an old man about the ago of seventy- 
tivo, who, being resolved to purchase a lease, de.sired to be deter¬ 
mined in tho term (jf years by the nceroinaueor’s adA’ico, observing 
that jis ho had no children of his own body, and had no regard for 
his heirs-at-laAv, the purchase Avould bo made with a vicAv to his 
own coiivenicnoc only ; and, therefore, considering his age, he him¬ 
self hesitated in tho ijeriod of the lease between thirty and tlirtjo- 
scoro years. 

The coiijurcr, upon due deliberation, advised liim to double tho 
last specified berm, because Im disbinguislied in his features some- 
tiling portending extrenio eld age and second childhood, and ho 
ought to provide for that state of lucapacity, Avhicli otherwise Avould 
bo attended with infinite misery and aifiiction. Tho suporannuated 
wrctcli, thunderstruck with this prediction, held uj) his hands, and, 
in tho first transports of his apprehension, exclaimed, “Loixl liave 
mercy upon me ! 1 have not Avhorewitlial to purchase such a long 
lease, and I have long outlived all my friends ; what, then, must 
become of me, sinner that 1 am, one hundred and twenty years 
hence ? ” Cadwallador, who en joyed his terror, under pretence of 
alleviating bis concern, tohl him that what ho had prognosticated 
did not deprive him of tho iiicans whicli ho and every person had 
in tlioir power to curtail a life of misfortune ; and the old gentlemuil 
Avent aAA-^ay, seemingly comforted mith the assurance that it AVould 
alAvays bo in his poAvor to employ a halter for his own deliverance. 

Soon after the retreat of this older, tho magician was visited by 
one of tltbse worthies known among the lloinaris by the appellation 
of h(t‘red'ipct(r'f who had amassed a large fortune by a close atten¬ 
tion to the immodiato wants and weakness of raAiv% inexperienced 
heirs. This honourable iiaurev bad sold an annuity upon tho life 
of a young spendthrift, being thereto induced by tho atfirinatiou of 
his physician, who had assured him his patient’.s constitution was 
so I'otten that ho could not l!vc one year to an end ; he had, never¬ 
theless, made .shift to Aveather eighteen months, and now seemed 
more vigorous .and healthy than he had over been known ; for ho 
was supposed to have nourished an hereditary pox from his cradle. 
Alarmed at this alteration, the seller came to con%ult Cadwallador, 
not only about the life of the annuitant, but also concerning tho 
state of his health at the time of his purchasing tho annuity, pur¬ 
posing to sue the physician for false intelligence should the conjurer 
declare that*the young man was sound when the doctor pronounced 
him diseased. But this was a piece, of satisfaction ho did not 
obtain from the misanthrope, who, m order to punish his sordid 
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disposition, gave him to understand that the physician had Udd him 
the truth, and nothing but the truth ; and that the "young gentle* 
jniin was in a fair way of attaining a comfortable old age. “That is 
to say," cried the client, in the inipatience of hia mortificiition at 
this answer, “bating accidents; for, tlyink Tjlod, the annuitant 
does not lead the most regular life ; besides, I am credibly informed 
he is choleric and rash, so that he may be concerned in a duel; then 
there are such things as riots in the street, in wbicli a rake's skull 
may be casually cracked ; ho may bo overturned in a coach, over¬ 
set in the river, thrown from a vicious hoi'se, o^'ertakon wdth a cold, 
endangered by a surfeit ; but what 1 place my oliiof coiitldenco in is 
a hearty p<ix, a distemper which hath been fatal to bis wJiolo family. 
Not but tliat the issue of all these things is uncertain ; and expe¬ 
dients might bo found which would inorii ehectually .answer the pur- 
]'Ose. I know tliey have ai ts in India by which a man can secure 
bis own interest, jn the siilutaticm of a friendly shako by the hand ; 
and 1 don’t doubt that you, who have lived in that, country, are 
master of tho secret. To be sure, if you weio inclined to com- 
iminicate such a nostrum, there are abundance of people aVIio would 
jmjrcbasc it at a veiy Ingb price." 

Cjidwallader understood tins insinuation, and was tempted to 
amuse him in such a manner as would tend to Ins disgr.ace and 
confusion ; but, cimsidenng tli.at tho ease \va.s of too criminal a 
nature to be tampered with, ho withstood his desire of punishing 
this i'a])acious cormorant any other way than by telling him ho 
would not impart tho secret for his whole fortune ten times doubled ; 
so that the usurer retired very much dissatisfied with tho issue of 
his consullaiion. 

The next person who presented himself at this .altar of intelligence 
w^is an author, who recommended himself to a gvat.is advice by 
observing that a prophet and pf>e(f were known by tho saino appel¬ 
lation among the ancients ; .and that al> this day both the one .and 
the other s})okc by ins[)iratioii. The conjurer refused to own this 
aflinity, which, he said, formerly subsisted because both sjiccies of 
the vaU^s wore the children of liction ; but as he himself did not 
fall under that pri'dicamont, ho bogged leave to disown all con¬ 
nection wdth tho family of the poets ; .and the poor author would 
have been dismissed without his errand, tliough he offered to leave 
ail ode as security for the magician’s foe, to bo jiaid from tho profits 
of his lii’st third night, had not C.adw'allader’s curio.sity prompted 
him to know the subject of this gontlenian’s inijuiry. He there¬ 
fore told him that, in considcnitioa of his genius, he would for once 
satisfy him without a fee, and desired him to specify the doubts in 
which he wished to be resolved. 

Tho son of Pama.s8us, glad of tlii.s condescension, foi* which ho 
thanked the necromancer, gave him to understand that he had 
some time before presented a play in manuscript to a certain great 
man at the head of taste, who had not only road and apfiroved the 
performance, but also undcrtiiken to introduce and support it on 
the stage ; that he, the author, was assured by this patron that the 
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play was already, in consequence of his recommendation, accepted 
oy one of the managers, who had faithfully promised to bring it lo 
light; but that when ho waited on this same manager, to know 
when ho intended to pub his production in rehearsal, the man 
declared lie liad never seen or heard of the piece : “Now, Mr. Con¬ 
jurer,” said ho, “T want'to know wliether or not my play has been 
prosentod, and if I have any sort of chance of seeing it jicted this 
winter.” 

Cadwallador, who had in his younger days sported among the 
theatrical Muses, began to lose his temper at this question, which 
recalled the roniembranco <jf his own disappointments, and de¬ 
spatched the autlioi* with an abruyit answer, importing that the 
alfairs of the stage were altogether without the sjihere ^:)f his divi¬ 
nation, being entirely regulated by the demons of dissimulation, 
ignorance, and caprice. 

It would lie an endless task to recount every individual response 
which our magician delivered in the course of bis conjuration. Ho 
Avas consulted in all cases of law, physic, and tiade, fiver and above 
the ordinary subjects of marriage and fornication ; hi.s advice and 
as.sistance were solicited b}' sliaryiers, wlio desired to possess ^in 
infallible inetliod of cheating uupcrceivcd ; by fortune-hunters, 
who wanted to make prize of widows ainl heiresses ; by debauclieos, 
wdio were disposed to lie with other men’s wives ; by coxcombs, Avho 
longed for the death of their fatliers ; by wenches with child, who 
wished themselves rid of their burdens ; by merchants, who had 
insured above value, and thirsted after the news of a wreck; by 
underwriters, avIio yirayed for the gift of yirescience, that they 
might venture money upon such ships only as should perform the 
voyage in safely ; by .lew,s, avIio wanted to foresee the fluctuations 
of stoclf; by usurers, who advance money ujion undecided causes ; Ity 
clients, who were dubious of the hono.styof their counsel : in short, 
all matters of uncertain iss^ie Avere apyiealud to this tribunal; and 
in point of calculation Do Moivre was utterly neglected. 


Cn.vf. LXXXIV.—The C'Hijiiror aTid Ilia Aasoeiate execute a Plan of Veugcanre against 
rercuiii liihdela \iho pretend to despise their^Art; and Peregrine acliioves an Adven¬ 
ture with a young Nuhleman. 

By these moans, the wi.olo variety of characters undisguised 
passed, as it were, in review before tlie confederates, who, by 
divers ingenious contrivances, puiiLshed the most flagrant offenders 
with as mucli severity as I,ho nature of their plan Avould allow. 
At length, they projected a scheme for chastising a number of 
their own. accyuaiutanco aaIio had all along prdfessed the utmost 
contempt for the talent of this conjurer, which they endeavoured 
to ridicule in all companies where his surprising art was the 
subject o4 discourse ; not that they had sense and discernment 
enough to perceive'the absurdity of his pretensions, but affected 
a singulaiity of opinion, with a view of insulting the inferior 
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undorstandings of those who were deceived by such an idle 
impostor. 

Pcrcgi’iiio, indeed, for obvious reasons, had always espoused 
their judgment in this case, and joined them in reviling the public 
character (d his friend; but ho knew how far the capacities of 
those virtuosi extended, and had frequently caught them in the 
fact of I’lpcountiug their exploits against the conjurer, which w'ero 
the productions of their own invention only. On these considera¬ 
tions, his wrath was kindled agaiinst them; and he accordingly 
conccrterl measures witli his coadjutor for overwhelming them 
with confuision and dismay. 

hi the first place, a report was spread by his emissaries tli.at 
the magician liad undertaken to entertain their view wdth tho 
af)pcaraiico of any person whom his cu.stomors sliould desire to see, 
wlicthor dead, or at the duitaiice of a thousand leagues. 'I’his 
extraordinary pnijio.sal chancing to bo the subject of conversation 
in a place w'hore most, of those inlldols ivero assemldcd, they talked 
of it in tlio uslml style, and some of theun sivoro the fellow ought 
to bo pdloried for bis presumption. 

*(>ur hero, seining this favtmrablc oiiportunity, acquiesced in 
their remarks, and observed, with great vehcmonei', that it would 
be a moritcji'ious action to jmt tho rascal to the juoof, and then 
toss him ill a blanket for non-perforniaiicc. They were wonder¬ 
fully pleased with this .suggestion, and forthwith determined to 
try tho experiment; though, as tliey understood tho apparition 
would bo produced to mily one at a time, they could not imme¬ 
diately agree in tho choice of tho jieraon wlio should stand tho 
iirat brunt of the niagiciaii’.s .skill. While each of them severally 
excused liim.solf from this prcfereiieo on various pretences. Pere¬ 
grine readily undertook tho [lost, expressing great confidonco of 
the conjurer’s incapacity of givitig him tlie least cause of ajipre- 
heiwion. .» 

This point being settled, tliey detached one of their number to 
Crabtree, in order to bespeak and adjust the hour and terms of 
tho apparition, which ho insisted upon performing at his own 
apartment, w'hero everything W'as prepared for tho occasion. At 
tho appointed time they went thither in a body, to tho number of 
seven, in full expectation oi detecting the impostor; and were 
received with such gloomy formality as seemed to have an etl'ect 
upon the countenances of somo aimidg them, though they were 
encouraged by the viv.acity of Pickle, who affected a double 
share of petulance, for the more effectual accomplishment of hia 
piirpo.se. 

Cadwalladcr made no reply to tho interrogations they uttered, 
ill the levity of their insolence, at the first entrance,‘but ordered 
lladgi to conduct them through the next rtwim, that they might 
see there was no previous ajiparatus to affright their deputy with 
objects foreign to his undertaking. They found nc^hing but a 
couple of wax-tapers burnipg on a table that stood with a chair 
by it, in the hiiddle of the apartment, and returned tp the audience* 



442 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 

chamber, leaving Peregrine by himself to encounter the phantom 
of that person whom they should, without his knowledge, desire 
the magician to conjure up to his view. 

All the doors being shut, and tho company seated, a profound 
silence ensued, together with a face of dreadful expectation, en¬ 
couraged by the blue flam6 of tho candles, which were tipped with 
8uli)luir for that puri»ose, and heightened by tho dismi^ sound 
of a large bell which Hadgi tolled in tho autocham]>er. Cadwal- 
lader, having thus practised upon their ignorance and fear, desired 
them to name the person to bo produced. After some whitqiers 
among themselves, one of them book tho pen, and writing tlio 
name of Commodore Trunnion upon a slip of pa[)cr, i)iit it into 
tho hand.s of tho magician, who rose from his seat, and, opening' 
tho door of his closet, displayed to their view a skull, with tlngh- 
boncs crossed, upon a table covered with black clolh. 

This melancholy spectacle made a remarkable im])ression upon 
tho imaginations of the company, already prepossessed by the 
previous ceremony ; and they began to survey one* another with 
looks of coiisbornation, while Cadwullailer, shutting hiuiselx in tho 
closet that was contiguous to tlic chamber in which liis fnem^ 
Peregrine was stationed, thrust the label witli hi.s uncle's naiuo 
through a small chink in the partition, according to agroemont, 
iimtteriug all tho time a sort gibberish, that increased the panic 
of his audience ; then, returning to his chair, the knell was tolled 
again, and Pickle called aloud, “ D—ii y<'ur murnniory : why don’t 
you despatch ‘I ” 

This was a signal to Crabtree, who, thus certified of his having 
received tho paper, stood up and waved his wand in tho figure of 
an S, The motion being thrice performed, their ears were all 
of a sudden invaded by a terrible noise in tho next room, accom-‘ 
panied by tho voice of PoregrinoV who exclaimed, in a tone of 
horror and amazement, '‘G^uard me. Heaven! my undo Trun¬ 
nion ! ” Thi.s ejaculation had sucli an effect upon tho hearers, 
that two of them swooned with fear, a third fell upon his knees 
and-prayed aloud, while tho other three, in a transport of dismay 
and distraction, burst open tho door, and rushed into the haunted 
chamber, where they found the table and chair overturned, and 
Peregrine extended, in all appearai^te without sense or motion, 
upon the door. 

'I’hoy immediately began^ to chafe his temples, and the first 
symptom of his recovery which they perceived was a hollow groan, 
after which he yironouncod these words: “Merciful powers! if 
I live, I saw the commodore with his black patch, in tho very 
clothes he wore at my sister's wedding." This declaration com¬ 
pleted their •astonishment and terror ; they observed a wildness in 
his looks, which he seemed to bend on something concealed from 
their view ; and were infected by hi.s appearance to such a pitch 
of superstition, that it would have been an easy matter to persuade 
them that tlie chair and table were appfiritions of their forefathers. 
However, they conducted Peregrine into the council-chamber, 
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where the conjuror ami Hadgi wore employed iu ministering to 
those who had fainted. 

I'he patients having retrieved the use of their faculties, Cad- 
wallader, assuming a double portion of severity in his aspect, 
asked if they wore not ashaiuod of thoir former incredulity; 
declaring, that l>e was ready to give thonf moi’o convincing proofs 
of his art jjpon the spot, and would immediately recall three gene¬ 
rations of their progenitors from tho dead, if they W'oro disi)08od 
to relish such company. Then, turning to one of them, whoso 
great-grandfather luul been hanged, “Are you,” said he, “am¬ 
bitious of seeing tho linsb remarkable i)ersonage of your family? 
Say tho word, and he shall appear.” 

•This youth, who had been tho most insolent and obstreperous of 
tho Avholo society, and was now do[»ress('d with the same projwrtion 
of fear, alarmed at tho })ropoHU, assured tho magician he had no 
curiosity of that sort remaining, and that what ho had already seen 
would, ho hoped,*laavo a good ell’eot npoji hia futuro life and con¬ 
versation. hivSry ouo of these heroes made an acknowledgment 
and profession of the same kind, some of which were attended with 
tea^s ; and Hadgi having prf)vide<l chairs for the whole company, 
they do])artcd exceedingly crest-fallen. Two of tho number actually 
sickened with tlie agitation they had undergone, while our hero 
and his associate made themselves merry with the success of their 
cntorjirise. 

]?ut this scheme of fortune-tolling did not engross his whole 
attention ; he still continued to maintain his aiipearance in tho 
beau inmah; and, as his expense far exceeded his income, strove 
to contract intimacies with people <^f interest and jiowor : ho showed 
himself regulai-ly at court, paid his ri'.spects to them iu all places of 
piJblic diversion, and frequently entered into tlieir parties, either 
of pleasure or cards. In the course of this cultivation, he liappencd 
one evening, at a certain chocolato-hoi^e, to overlook a match at 
piquet, in which he jierceivcd a coujde of sharpers making prey of 
a young nobleman, who had neither temper nor skill sullioient to 
cope with such antagonists. 

Our hero, being a professed enemy to all knights of industry, 
could nob bear to see them clieat in public with such insuleiib 
audacity. Under pretence of communicating some business of 
importance, he begged the favour of speaking to the young gen¬ 
tleman in another oorncr of tho room, ^nd, in a friendly manner, 
cautioned him against tho arts of his opponents. This hot-headed 
representative, far from thinking or owning himself obliged to 
Pickle for his good counsel, looked upon his advice as an insult 
upon his understanding ; and replied, with an air of ferocious dis¬ 
pleasure, that he knew how to take care of his own eoEwerns, and 
would not Biifi'er either him or them to bubble liim out of one 
shilling. 

Peregrine, offended at tho association, as well as at tho ingrati-* 
tilde and folly of this conceited coxcomb, oxprelssod his resentment 
by telling him that ho expected at least an acknowledgment for 
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his candid intention ; but lie found his intellects too much warped 
by his vanity to perceive his own want of capacity and experience. 
Inflamed by this rej^roof, the young nobleman challenged him to 
play for five hundred pounds, with many opprobrious, or at least 
contemptuous terms of deflanco, which provoked our hero to accept 
tlie pitjposal. After tho'otlier had disengaged himself from the old 
rooks, who were extremely mortified at the interruptioji, the two 
young champions sat down ; and, fortune acting with uncommon 
partiality, l^icklc, by the superiority of his talents, in two hours 
Avon to the amount of as many thousand pounds, for Avhich he was 
obliged to take his antagoiiiat’s note, the sharpers having previously 
secured lii.s ready money. 

Frantic with his loss, tlie rash young man would have continued 
the game, and doubled stakes every time, so that Peregrine might 
h.ive increa.sed his ac<p.iisition to ten times the sum he had gained ; 
but ho thought he hail already sufliciently chastised the pre¬ 
sumption of the challenger, and was unwilling to empoAver fortune 
to ravish from him the fruits of his success : ho thtreforc declined 
my lord's proposal, unless he Avould play for ready money ; and 
his lord8hi[) having in vain tried Ins ci’edit among the coinpjyiy, 
our adventurer withdrcAv, leaving him in an ecstasy of rage and 
disa\)poiutment. 

As the insolence of his behavour liad increased with his ill luck, 
and he had given vent to divers expressums which Peregrine took 
amiss, onr young gentleman re.solved to augment his punishment, 
by teasing him with demands which could not, he know, bo imme¬ 
diately satisfied, and next day sent Pipes to his father's house 
with the note, which was draAvn payable upon demand. The 
debtor, who had gone to bed half distracted with his misfortune, 
liinling liirnself aAvaked Avith such a disagreeable dun, lost S.11 
patience, cursed Pickle, threattmed his messenger, blasphemed 
with horrible execrations, s>ud ma<lo such a noise as reached the 
ears of his father, aa-Iio, ordering his son to be called into his pre¬ 
sence, examined liim about the cause of that uproar Avhich had 
disturbed the wholo family. The young gentleman, after having 
essayed to amuse limi Avith sundry e([uivocations, Avhicli served 
only to increase his auspioion and desire of knoAving the truth, 
acknowledged that he had lost somb money over-night at cards to 
a gamester, who had been so impcrtiiieiifc ns to send a message, 
demanding it that morning, though he had told the fellow that it 
would not suit him to pay it immediately. The father, who was 
a man of honour, reproached him with groat severity for hia pro¬ 
fligate behaviour in general, and this scandalous debt in particular, 
which he believed to be some trifle ; then, giving him a bank-note 
for five hundred pounds, commanded him to go and discharge it 
Avitliout loss of time. This Avell-principled heir took the money; 
hut, instead of waiting upon his creditor, he forthwith repaired to 
llie gaming-house, in hopes of retrieving his loss ; and before he rose 
from the table, saw Jiis note mortgaged for seven-eiglitlis of its value. 

MoaiiAvhile, Pickle, incensed at the treatment which his servant 
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hftd toceived, and informed of his lordship’s second loss, which 
aggravated his resentment, determined to preserve no medium ; 
and taking out a writ tlie same day, put it immediately in execu¬ 
tion upon the body of his debtor, just as he 8tepj)cd into his 
chair at the door of White’s chocolate-hoiyie. The prisoner, being 
naturally tierce and haughty, attempted to draw upon tlie bailiffs, 
who disarmed him in a twinkling : and this eflbrt served only to 
heighten his disgrace, which was witnessed by a thousand people, 
most of whom laughed very heartily at the adventure of a lord's 
being arrested. 

Such a public transaction could not long escape the knowledge 
of his father, who, tliat very day, had tlic satisfaction to hoar that 
Ilfs son w'as in a sponging-houac. In conseqiionco. of this infor- 
iiiiathm, he sent his steward to learn thi; j aiticulars of the arrest; 
and was equally olfeiidod, surjnised, and concerned when he under¬ 
stood the nature qf the debt, which he imagined his sou had already 
discharged. Tbi^illing to jiay siicli a considerable sum for a spend¬ 
thrift, W'lioni he had but too much indulged, and who in loss than 
one week might involve linii,self in such anotliev difficulty, the old 
gentlciiian wrote a letter to Perogriiic. rcqu’cseiiting what a luirdship 
it would be upon him to forfeit such sums by the indiscretion of a 
son, whose engagements ho was not bmiiul to fullil ; and desiring 
some mitigation in his demand, as it was not a debt, contracted for 
value received, but incurred without subjecting him to the least 
damage or incouvenienco. 

Our adventurer no sooner received thi.s letter, than he went in 
person to wait upon the author, to whom ho, in a candid manner, 
related the particular circumstances of the match, together wdth 
the ingratitude and audacity of his son, which he owned had stiinu- 
lafed him to such measures as ho otherw'isi' wouhl hai e scorned 
to take. The nobleman acknowlcifged that tlie revenge >A'a 3 liardly 
adequate to the provocation, and condeumcd the conduct of his son 
with such justice and integrity as disarmod Peit'grinc of his vesent- 
ment, and disposed him to give an undoubted proof of bis (jwii 
disintorcatediiess, wdiicli be immediately exhibited, by producing 
the note and tearing it to pieces, after having assured liis lordship 
that the writ should bo withd^’avvn, and the prisoner discharged 
before night. 

The earl, who perfectly w'ull understood the value of money, and 
was no stranger to the characteis of maiiKiiid, stood amazed at this 
sacrifice, which Pickle protested was oflered by his esteem for his 
lordship ; and after having complimented him upon his generosity 
in a very uncommon strain of encomium, begged the favour of his 
acquaintance, andainsisted upon his dining with him next day. 
The youth, proud of having met with such an oppf>rtuhity to dis¬ 
tinguish himself, in less than an hour performed every article of 
his promise; and in the morning was visited by the debtor, who 
came, by the express order of his father, to thank him fo? the obli¬ 
gation under which be w'as laid, and to ask pardon for the ofieiice 
he had given. 
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This condoBCension was very glorious for our horo, who graciously 
received his submission, aud accompanied him to dinner, where 
he was caressed by the old carl with marks of particular affec¬ 
tion and esteem. Nor was his gratitude confined to exterior 
civility : ho otFerod him »the use of his interest at court, w'hich was 
very j)oworful, and repeated his desire of serving him so pressingly, 
that Peregrine thought ho could not disj)ense with the opportunity 
of assisting his absent friend (lodfroy, in whose behalf 'he begged 
the influence of his lordship. The earl, pleased with his request, 
which was another proof of tlio young gentleman’s benevolence, 
said ho would not fail to pay the utmo-st regal'd to his i-ocommenda- 
tion; and, in six weeks, a captain’s commission was actually 
signed for the brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably sur¬ 
prised at the intimation he received from the War-ottico, though ho 
was utterly ignorant of the canal through which he obtained that 
promotion, 


Ciovi’. LXXXV.—Peregrino in cr-lobi itod ns a Wit and Patron, and piCK Pc-ds to entertaiii 
liimsclf at the KxpentiC of whom it did coiiceru. 

In the moan time. Peregrine flourished in the gay scones of life, 
and, as 1 have already observed, had divers opportunities of pro¬ 
fiting in the way of marriage, had not Ins ambition been a little 
too inordinate, and his hear t still biassed by a passion, which all 
the levity of j^outh ecmJd nob balance, nor all the pride of vanity 
overcome. Nor was our hero unmarked in the world of letters and 
taste; he had signalizedliimself in several poetical productions, 
by which he had acquired a graid share of reputation : not that the 
pieces were such as ought to have done much honour to liia geniijs ; 
but any tolerable performance from a person of his figure and 
supposed fortune will always bo*'considered by the bulk of readers 
as an instance of astonishing capacity ; though the very same pro¬ 
duction, ushered into the world with the name of an antlior in less 
affluent circumstances, would bo justly disregarded and despised ; 
so much is Uio opinion of most j)eoplo influenced and overawed by 
ridicii] oils considerations. 

Be this as it will, our j’ouug gt^ntleman was no sooner distin¬ 
guished as an author, than he was marked out as a patron by all 
the starving retainers to rroetry ; he was solemnized in odes, cele¬ 
brated in epigrams, and fed with the milk of soft dedication. His 
vanity even relished this incense ; and, though his reason could 
not help despising those that ofl'ered it, not one of them was sent 
away unowned by his munificence. Tfo began to think himself, in 
good earnest, that superior genius which their flattery had described ; 
he cultivalied acquaintance with the wits of fashion, and even com¬ 
posed in secret a number of hon-mots, which he uttered in company 
a$ the impromptus of his imagination. In this practice, indeed, 
he imitated some of the moat renowned geniuses of the a^e, who, 
if the truth were known, have laboured in secret, with the sweat 
of their brows, for many a repartee which they have vended 
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fts the unmediate production of fancy and expression. He was 
BO successful in this exercise of his talents, that his fame actually 
came in competition with that great man who had long sat at, 
the helm of wit; and in a dialogue that once happened between 
them on the subject of a corkscrew, wherein the altercation was 
discharged, according to Bayes, slap for slap, dash for dash, our 
hero was*judged to liave the better of his lordship by some of the 
minor satellites that commonly surround and reflect the rays of 
such mighty luminaries. 

In a word lie dii>ped himself so far in these literary amusements, 
that he took the management of the pit into his direction, putting 
himself at the head of those critics who call tliemsclves the town ; 
rind, in tRat capacity, chastised several players ■ who had been 
rendered insolent and refractory by unmerited success. As for the 
new productions of the stage, though generally unspirited and 
insipid, they always enjoyed the benefit of his influence and pro¬ 
tection ; because be never disliked the performance so much as ho 
sympathized w!th the ]ioor autlior, who stood behind the scones in 
the most dreadful suspense, trembling as it ivere on the very brink 
of damnation ; yet, though he extended his generosity and com¬ 
passion to the humble and needy, lie never let slip one opjiortunity 
of mortifying villainy and arrogance. Had the executive power of 
the legislature been vested in him, he would have doubtless 
devised strange species of punishment for all olfenders against 
humanity and decorum ; but, restricted as ho W'as, ho employed 
his invention in subjecting them to the ridicule and contempt of 
their fellow-subjects. 

It was with tins view lie set on foot the Hcheme of conjumtion, 
which was still liaj»pily carried on, and made use of the intelligence 
oT his friend Cadwallader; though ho sometimes converted this 
advautag(3 to the purposes of gallantry, being, as the reader may 
have perceived, of a vciy amorous comflexion. He not <nily acted 
the reformer, or rather the castigator, in the fashionable world, but 
also exorcised his talents among the inferior class of people who 
chanced to incur his disideasure. One mischievous plan that en¬ 
tered our hero’s iniagiimtion was suggested bj' two ndvertisoments 
published in the same paper, by persons who wanted to borrow 
certain suras of money, for wbfeh they promised to give undeniable 
Recurity. Peregrine, from the style and^inanuer of both, concluded 
they were written by attorneys, a species of people for whom he 
entertained his uncle’s aversion. In order to amuse himself and 
some of his friends with their disappointment, lie wrote a letter, 
signed A.B., to each advertiser, according to the address specified 
in the newspapes, importing that if he would come, with his 
writingB, to a certain coflfee-house near the Temple, precisely at six 
o'clock in the evening, he would And a pei-son sitting in the zight- 
haiid box next to the window, who would be glad to treat with 
him about the subject of his advertisement, and, should his security 
be liked, would accommodate thim with the sum which he wanted 
to rake. Before the hour of this double appointment, Pickle, with 
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his friend Oadwallader, and a few more gentlemen, to whom he 
liad thought proper to communicate the plan, went to the coffec- 
houKC, and seated themselves near the place that was destined for 
their meeting. 

The hope of getting mqnoy had such an evident effect upon their 
jmnetuality, that one of them arrived a considerable time before 
tlie hour; and, having roconnoiterod the room, took liis station 
according to the direction he had received, fixing his eyes upon a 
clock that stood before him, and asking of the bar-keeper if it was 
not tf)o slow. Pfe had not remained in this posture many ininuLcs, 
when ho was joined by a strange figure, that waddled into the 
room, with a bundle of papers in bis bosom, and the sweat running 
over his nose. Seeing a man in the box to which ho had been 
directed, he took it for granted lie was the lender ; and as soon as 
he could recover his breath, which was almost exhausted by the 
de.spatcb be had made, “Sir,’’ said ho, “T presume you are the 
gentleman 1 was to moot about that loan.” Here he was inter- 
rujited by the other, who eagerly replie<l, “A. Ik, sir, I suppose*^ ” 
“The same,” cried the last comer : “ I was afraid I should be too 
late ; for 1 was detained, beyond my exjioctatitm, by a nobleman 
fit the f)tlicr end of the town that wants to mortgage a small triilo 
of his estate, about a tluiusand a year ; and my watch happens to 
be in the hands of the maker, having met with an accident a few 
nights ago, which set it asleep, llnf, howsomover, there’s no time 
lost, and J hope this affair will be transacted to the satisfaction of 
ns both. For my own ]»art, 1 love to do good offices myself, and 
therefore T expect nothing but wliat is fair and honest of other 
people.” 

liis new friend was exceedingly comforted by this deelaratioii, 
which he considered as .i happy omen of his success ; and the hope 
of fingering the cash operated viuibly in his countenance, while he 
expressed his satisfaction at meeting with a person of such candour 
and humanity. “The pleasure,” said he, “of dealing Avith an 
easy conscientious man is, in my opinion, sujicriov to that of 
touching all the money upon earth ; for what joy can be compared 
with what a generous mind feels, in befriending its fellow-crea¬ 
tures '{ I was never so happy in my life, as at one time, in lending 
five hundred pounds to a worthy 'gentleman in distress, without 
insisting upon rigid security. Sir, one may easily distinguish an 
upright man by his counte'fiance : for example, now I think I could 
take your Avord for ten thousand pounds.” The other with great 
joy protested that ho was right in his conjecture, and returned 
the compliment a thousand-fohl ; by which means the expectation 
of both was wound up to a very interesting pitch ; and both, at the 
same instant, began to prinluce their papers, in the untying of 
which their hands shook with transports of eagerness and impa¬ 
tience ; while their eyes were so intent upon their work, that they 
did not perceive the occupation of each other. 

At length one oli them, having got tho start of the other, and 
unrolled several skins of musty parchment, directed his view to 
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tlio employment of his friend ; and, seeing him fumbling at his 
bundle, asked if that was a blank btmd and conveyance which ho 
liad brought along witli him. The otlier, without lifting up his 
eyes, or desisting from liis endeavours to loose the knot, which by 
this time ho had aj'nJied to his teeth, ans^^e^ed this.ipiostion in tho 
negative, observing, that the ]>ai)eiH in his Jiand weio the security 
Avhich ho^proposed to give for tho money. T’his reply converted 
the looks of the iiupiiror ini-o a stare id iniinitc st,olidity, accompa¬ 
nied with the word Anau ! wliicli he ])Vonounced in a tone of fear 
and astonishment. Tho other, alarmi'd af, this note, cast liis eyes 
towards tho supposed lender, and w;is in a moment infected hy his 
aspect. All the exultation ot liopo that sjiarkled in their eyes, 
wJis now succeeded hy disapi>ojnlm('ut and dismay ; and, wliilo 
they gazed ruiifully at each other, tlo'u fiatures were gradually 
elongated, like the transient c o-ls ol a Middle-row periwig. 

'Phis emphatic ^ilcncc was, however, broken by the last oonier, 
W'ho, in a faltering accent, desired tho other to recollect the con¬ 
tents of his letter. “Of your letter I ” cried the tivst, jnitting ii lo 
his hand tho advertisement he had ix'ccivod from Pickle ; which he 
had no sooner perused, than he ])r(Mlueod Ids own for tho satisfac- 
tioii of tlie other jiait^ ; so tli.at another gloomy jtauso ensued, at 
the end of whicli each nttei ed a jo'ofonnd sigh, or r.alher grotiu, 
and, ri.sing up, sneaked off without further communication ; ho 
who seemed to be most afflicted of tlio two taking his departure 
with an exclamation of “Humbugged, egad ! ” 

Such were tho annisement.s of our lioro, tliough they did not 
engross liis whole time, hoinc part of Avhich wa.-' tledicatcd to noc¬ 
turnal riots and revels among a set of young noblemen, who had 
denounced war against tomporance, economy, and common sense, 
aifd were indeed the devoted sons of tumult, vasU’, and prodigalilj'. 
Not that Peregrine relished those ^scenes, whicli were a succession 
of absurd extravagance, devoid of all *rue spirit, taste, or enjoy 
rnent: but las vanity prompted him to mingle with those who 
were entitled the choice spirits of tho age ; and his diapotjiiioii was 
80 pliable, as to adapt itself easily to tho nicasuvcs of his company, 
where he had not influence enough to act in the capacity of di¬ 
rector. Their rendezvous was at a certain tavern, which might be 
properly styled the temple of excess, wdicro they left the choice of 
their fare to tho discretion of the landlord, that they might save 
themselves tho pains of cxcrci.siiig their own reason ; and, in order 
to avoid tho trouble of adjusting the hill, ordered the waiter to 
declare how much evciy individual must pay, without specifying 
tho articles of the charge. This prfiportioii generally amounted to 
two guineas per head for each dinner and supper, and freiiuenily 
exceeded that sum; of which the landlord durst not ab*ato, with¬ 
out running the risk <;f having his nose slit for his nioderution. 

But this was a jiuny expense, compared with that wliich they 
often incurred, by the damage done to the furniUire and sSrvanis in 
the madness of their intoxication, as well as the loss they sustained 
at hazard, an amusement to which all of them hod reermrse in the 

. / 
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progress of thoir debauches. This eloganb diversion was introduced, 
encouraged, and promoted by a crew of rapacious sharpers, who 
had inado tlieinsolves necessary conipaiiions to this hopeful genera¬ 
tion, by the talents of pimping and buffoonery. Though they w’ere 
universally known, evcnj.d)y those they preyed upon, to have no 
other moans of earning their livelihood than tlie most infamous 
and fraudulent practices, they were caressed and courted by these 
infatuated dupes, when a man of honour, who would hot join in 
their excesses, would have been treated with the utmost indignity 
and contempt. 

Though Peregrine, in his heart, detested those abandoned courses, 
and was a professed enemy to the whole society of gamesters, 
whom he considered, and always treated, as the foes of human 
kind, he was insensibly accustomed to licentious riot, and even led 
imj)erceptibly into play by those cormoi*ants, who aic no less dan¬ 
gerous in the art of choatiug, than by their consummate skill in 
working upoi\ the passions of unwary youth. They are, for the 
most part, naturally cool, phlegmatic, and crafty, 'and, by a long 
habit of dissimulation, have gained an absolute dominion over 
the hasty passions of the heart; so that they engage with manifest 
advantage over the impatience and impetuosity of a warm, unde- 
aigning temjier, like that of our young gentleman, who, wJicn 
he was heated with wine, misled by example, invited on one 
hand, and detied on the other, forgot all his maxims of caution and 
sobriety, and, plunging into the reigning folly of the place, had 
frequent occasions to moralize in the inornmg upon the loss of the 
preceding night. Tlieso penitential retlections were attended with 
many laudable res^dutions of profiting by the experience which he 
had so dearly purchased : but ho W'as one of those philosophers, 
who always jiut off till anotlier day the commencement of their 
reformation. i 


CuAi’ LXXXVl.—Perpgrine receives a Letter from Hatchway, in coriseriuence of wliicli he 

ri‘p lira to Mie (rarrlsoti, and performs the laat OHQced to bis Aunt—He is vlsltcil by Mr 

Gauntlet, who invites him to his Marriage. 

In this circle of amusements our heap’s time was parcelled out, and 
few young gentlemen of the age enjoyed life with greater relish, 
notwithstanding those in!:ervoning checks of reason, which served 
only to whot his appetite for a repetition of the pleasures she so 
prudently condemned; when he received the followmg letter, by 
which ho was detcrniiiicd to visit his estate in the country ;— 

“ Cousin Pickle, —I hope you are in a fjeiter trim than your.Bunt, who hath been fast 
moored to be. bed thcRo 6even weeks by gevoral feet of under-v^ater lodging In her hold 
and hollop, whereby I doubt her pliinke are rotted, so as she cannot choose but fall to pieces 
lu a short time. 1 have done all in my power to keep her tight and easy, and free from 
sudden '.quali'i that miglit uverAtrain her; and here have been Ibe doctors, who have 
akultled her j,ower deck, and let utit-six gallons of water. For my own part, I wohder how 
the devil it r.iTae there; for you know as how it was a liquor she never took in. But as 
for those fellows, the doctors, they are like unskilful carp^tars, that In mending oqe lei^k 
make a couple; and so she fills again apace, but the worst sign of all Is this here) elie 
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let ft drop of Nantz go botwist ilic combings of her teeth, end hss quite loet the 
rudder of her iinderstaiDlmg, whereby Mic .Vrt^swouixltly In l er npeech, palavering nbout 
some foreign part called the New OeereaKalom, and wiabliig herself In a safe berth in (he 
river (leordun. Tlie )>arson, 1 tnubi say, strives to keep her steady, vuncemiugtbe nsviga- 
tlon of her sotil, and talks very st'iislbiy of charity and the poor, whereof she hath left a 
legacy of two hundred y»ounds In her will; aud here has Iteon Mr. (lamaliol, and your 
brotlu^, rny lord, demanding cnlrance at the gate, in teder to see her; but 1 would qut 
aulTcr theui to come aboaid, and pointed my paterercxisiwhlcli made them sheer olf. Your 
sister, Mis. Clover, keeps close watch upon her kinswoman, without ever turning in, and a 
kiiid-liearted young woman it is. 1 ahr/iild lie glad to see you at tlie gariisun. if the wind 
of your iiicimatioii siis tliat way, and mayhap it may be ucoinloi t to your atmt to behold 
you alongside of Jiei when In r anch.ir is 'apeak. So no moro at present, but r^sts your 
liTcnd, ati<l humble servant to command, 

‘•.JoIIM JI ATI’H WAT,” 


Next mpming, after tlie receipt of this epistle, Peregrine, in 
order to manifest hi.s regard to ]n« aunt, as ^^ell as his friendship 
for honest Jack, set out on horstOiark for tlicir hahitalioii, attended 
hy Pipe.s, wlio longed to si e ins old niessnmto ; hut before ho 
reached the gfir^json, Mrs. H.'itchwiU' liiid given up the ghost, in 
tlie threescore^and lifth year of her age. The widower seemed to 
hear his loss with resignation, and behaved very decently upon 
the occasion, fhongh he diil not undergt' those dangerous twins* 
ports of sorroAV which some tender hearted hnshands have felt at 
the dopari lire of thoir wives, 'rim liouteuaiit was naturally a phi¬ 
losopher, and so well disjiosed to acquiesce in the dispensations of 
Providmice, that m this, as w'oll as in evoiy other emergency of his 
life, he lirmly believed that everything wlii'h happened was for 
the best. 

Peregrine’s task, therefore, was not so great in comforting him, 
as in consoling his own sister, who with gre.'it jioignancy, and sin¬ 
cerity of grief, lamented the death of the only relathm w'ith whom 
she had maintained any intimacy of corruapondence; for her 
inothor was as implacable as e ver in her enmity against her and 
Peregrine, and rather moi’o doterfliined in her rancour ; that which 
was originally a sudden transi>oit indignation, heing by this 
time settled into a continued inveteracy of hate. As for Gam, who 
was now dignilied by the country people with the appellation of 
“the young squire,” he still acted in the capacity of minister to 
the caprice and vengeance of Ins mother, taking all ej>porturiities of 
disturbing Julia’s peace, slandering her reputation, aud commit¬ 
ting outrages against the tciiant.s and ilomobtics of her husband, 
who was a man of a cpiiet and timorous (bsposition. 

But the chief umii.seinonL of young Pickle, in his later years,, 
was the cliase, iii which he acquired some renown by Ids intrepidity 
and remarkable iiguro, wdiicli improved every day in deformity; 
insomuch, as to suggest a ludicrotbs scheme of revenge to a gentle¬ 
man in the neighbourhood. Having boon afilronted by the insolence 
of Crookback, he clothed a large baboon that was in liis possession, 
in a dress that resembled the hunting equipage of Gam; and order¬ 
ing the animal to be set astride, and tied uj^on the bock of his 
keenest hunter, turned them out one day aft^ the hoilbds. The 
horse in H little time outstripmng all the rest in the held, the rider 
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was mistaken for Gam by the whole company, w’ho saluted him ad 
he passed with a halloo, observing that the squire had his usual 
good luck in being bettor mounted than his neighbours. Pickle 
afterwards appearing in his own person, created great astonishment 
in the si)ectators, one whom asked if he had split himself 
in twain, and pointed out his representative, who was by this time 
almost up with the hounds ; upon which, the identical (Jam went 
in pursuit of the impostor. When he overtook him, he was so 
mueli enraged at the counterfeit, that he attacked the baboon, 
whip in hand, and, in all probability, wouhl have sacrificed him to 
his resentment, had not lie been prevented by the other fox-hun- 
tors. They intev|)osed, in order to make up the difference betwixt 
two brothers of the s[)ort; and were eipially surprised and diverted 
when they distinguished the (piality of Crookback’s antagonist, 
which they rescued from his rage, and reconveyed to its mastoj-. 

Peregrine, at the roipxest of his friend Jack, took charge of his 
aunt’s kmeral, to which his parents were invited,' though they did 
not think proper to appear, or ]iay the least regarefto his solieita- 
titnis, when he desired permission to wait upon them in person. 
Novertholoas, old Gamaliel, at the instigation f)f his wife, after¬ 
wards obtained an order from Doctors’ Commons, obliging Hatch¬ 
way to produce the will of his wife, on the sujiposition that she liad 
beijueathed to him some jiart of the money which, lie knew, Avas 
at her own dis[)Osal. Hut from this step he reaped no other satis¬ 
faction than that of finding liiuistdf altogether neglected by the 
testatrix, wlio had left all her efi’eets to her husband, e.xccpt one 
thousand pounds, with her jewels, to .rulia’s daughter, the bono- 
factioii mentioned in the lioutonant’s lettei’, and some iiioonsider- 
able legacies to her favourite domestics. 

A few days after the interment of ibis good lady, nur hero wHs 
agreeably Burpi’is(id with a visit *rrom bis friend Godfriiy, who had 
come to England in conseq^ience of that jnomotion Avhicli ho owed 
to his interest, though the soldier himself placed it to the credit of 
a certain courtier who had foi’inerly ])romised to befriend him, and 
now, finding his advancement unowned, very modestly arrogated 
the merit of it to him.self. Ho communicated his good fortuiio to 
Pickle, who coinpliuieutod him upon it as an event of which ho 
had no precognition ; and at the safiio time told him, that, in con¬ 
sequence of his preferment^ his cousin at Windsor had consented to 
his being immediately united in the bands of Avodlock with Ins 
lovely Sopliy ; that the Avedding-day w^as already iixed ; and that 
nothing would bo Avantiiig to Ids happiness, if Peregrine would 
honour the nuptials Avith his presence. 

Our hero accepted the invitation with great (,'agernesa when he 
learned thUt Emilia would bo there in quality of bride-maid ; and 
now repeated what he had formerly written to his friend, namely, 
that lie WAH not only willing, but extremely imjiatient, to atone 
for Ids m£d behavi 9 ur to that young lady, by laying himself and 
Ida Avhole fortune at her feet. Godfrey thanked him for his honour¬ 
able intention, and promised to use his influence, and that of Sophy, 
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in his hehalf, llionji'h lio seemed dubious of their kucccbs, on ac¬ 
count of hia sister’s delicacy, wliich could not pardon tlic least 
shadow of ilisroKpect.' lie owned, indeed, he was not certain that 
she would appear in tlie same companj^ with Pickle; but as she 
had infido no stipulations on that score, he woidd interpret her 
silence in the most favoiable manner, and keep her in ignorance of 
his dcsigft until she should lind it 1 (P 0 late to retract W'ith any de¬ 
cency. '1 he hope of seeing and convoising with Emilia, and, per¬ 
haps, of being reconciled to her, after having sufleved so mncli and 
so long from lier displeasure, raised a tumult of ideas in his breast, 
and produced a strange UKiiiududc of joy and perturbalum. CJaunt- 
let, having stay<‘d with him a few days, and signified the time 
appointed for his csjiousal'J, took his leave, in order to prepare for 
the occasion ; >Yhilo Peregrine, witli his friend Hatchway, made a 
tour among liis acf(iiaintiinec rn the country, Avith a view of sound¬ 
ing their iiiclinttiions touching a ]>i'<»jcet which he liad lately 
conceived, of o^l'enng himself as a candidate for a certain borough 
m the neighbourhood, at tho ensuing clecLif'n for members of 
parliament. 

This Bclicmo, wliicb was suggested to him by one of bis quality 
patrons, would have succeeded according to his Avi'di, had the elec¬ 
tion taken place iminediaLcly ; but, before that happened, his 
interest was overbalanced by some small accidents that will be 
recorded in thcsecjnel. In the mean time he repaired to AVindsor, 
on tho eve of his friend’s marriage, and understood from (Godfrey, 
that it w'as with tlie utmost dilliculty he and Sophy could jirevail 
upon his sister to be present at tho wedding, when she was informed 
that her lover Avas invited ; and that her consent had not been 
(Jjtaiiied until they luul promised, on the part of l*ercgriue, that ho 
should not reneAv the old topic, in*r even speak to her in the style 
of a former acquaintance. ^ 

Our young geiil.loman Avas nettled at this preliniinaiy, to AA’hicli, 
however, he said he Avould adhere ; and so W'cll did he think him¬ 
self fortified w'ith iirido and resentment, that he resolved to behave 
towards her Avith such indill'erence, as Avould, ho hoped, mortify 
her vanity, and thereby punish licr for the imjilaeability of her 
dispo.sition. Armed with thiMie sentiments, he Avas next day intro¬ 
duced by Godfrey to the bride, who received him with her usual 
sweetness of temper and affability ; anA Emilia being present, ho 
saluted her Avith a distant bow, wdiich she acknowledged with a cold 
courtesy, and an aspect of ice. Though this deportment confirmed 
his displeasure, her beauty undermined bis resolution : ho thought 
her charms Avere infinitely improved since their last parting; and 
a thousand fond flnages recurring to his imagination, he felt hia 
whole soul dissolving into tenderness and love. 

In order to banish those dangerous ideas, he endeavoured to 
enter into a gay conversation Avith Sophy on the subj^set of the 
approaching ceremony; but hia tonguif perforined its office awk¬ 
wardly ; his eyes Avero attracted towards Emilia, as if they had 
been subject to the peuyer of fascination ; in spite of all his efforts, 
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A deep sigh escaped from his bosom; and his whole appearance 
indicated anxiety and confusion. The bridegroom, perceiving his 
condition, abridged the visit, and having conducted his companion 
to his own lodgings, exprefrsed his concern at having been the inno¬ 
cent occasion of his uneasiness, by exposing him to the sight of 
Emilia, which, ho perceived, liad given him pain. Peregrine, who 
had this time ro-collected the dictates of his pride, a^ired him 
that ho was Very much mistaken in the cause of his disorder, 
which was no other than a sudden qualm, to which ho had been for 
some time subject; and to show him how philosopliicnlly he could 
bear the disdain of Emilia, which, with all deference to Ijer con¬ 
duct, he could not help thinking a little too severe, lie desired, as 
the bridegroom had made preparation for a private ball in the 
evening, that lie would provhlo him with an agreeable partner ; 
in which case he would exhibit undoubted proofs of the tran¬ 
quillity of his heart. “I was in hopes,” answered (lodfrey, “of 
being able, with the assistance of Sophy, to make up matters 
between you and my sister, and tor that reason kept her unen¬ 
gaged to any otlior gentleman for the night; but since she was so 
peevishly obstinate, I shall take care to accommodate you with a 
veiy handsome young lady, whose partner will not be sorry to 
exchange her for Emilia.” 

The thoughts of having an ojiportunity to cocpiet with another 
woman under the eye of this implacable mistress, supported his 
sjlirits during tlie ceremony which pub (Jauntlet in possession of 
his heart's desire; ami, by means of this cordial, he found himself 
80 undisturbed at dinner, though he sat opposite to his fair enemy, 
that he was able to pass some occasional jokes upon tho new- 
married couple with some appearance of mirth and good-humour. 
Nor did Emily any otherwise seam atfected Viy his proseiice, than 
by excepting him from tht^ participation of those genial regards 
which she distributed to the rest of the company. This easiness 
of behaviour on lier side reinforced his resolution, by giving him 
pretence to call her sensibility in question ; for he could n<»t conceive 
how any woman of acute feelings could sit unmoved, in presence 
of a man with whom she had such recent and intimate connection ; 
not considering that she had much •more reason to condemn liis 
affectation of unconcern, and that hei’ external deportment might, 
liko his own, be an effort o! pride and resentment. 

This contest, in point of dissimulation, continued till night, when 
tho company was paired for dancing, and Peregrine began the 
ball by walking a minuet with the bride; then he took out the 
young lady to whom he was recommended by Gauntlet, being very 
well pleasG^l to see that her person was such as might have inspired 
oven Emily herself with jealousy; though, at the same time, he 
perceived his mistress coupled with a gay young officer, whom, with 
all due deference to his own qualidcations, he considered as no 
despicable rival. H6wever, he himself first began hostilities, by be¬ 
coming all of a sudden particular with his partner, whom he fortli- 
,with assailed with ffattering compliments, «^at soon introduced 
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the subject of love, upon which he expatiated with great art and 
elocution, using nob only the faculty of speech, but also the language 
of the eyes, in which he was a perfect connoisseur. 

This behaviour soon manifested itself^^o the whole assembly, the 
greatest part of whom believed that ho was in good earnest capti¬ 
vated by the channa of his partnei-; while Einilia, penetrating 
into his design, turned his own artillery upon himself, by seeming 
to listen with pleasure to the addresses of his rival, wlit» was no 
novice in the art of making love: she even affected uncommon 
vivacity, .and giggled aloud at every whisper which he conveyed 
into her ejlr; insomuch that she, in her turn, afforded speculation 
to the coiupany, who imagined the young soldier had made a con- 
([ueat of the bridegroom’s bistei’. Pickle himself beg;iu to cherish 
the same opinion, which gradually invaded his good-humour, and, 
at length, filled his bosom with rage. He strove to suppress his 
indignation, anfV called eveiy consideration of vanity and revenge 
to Ids aid : In^endcavourod to woan his eyes from the fatal object 
that disturbed him, but they would not obey his direction and 
command ; he wished himself deprived of all sensation, wlo ti ho 
heard her laugli .and saw her snnlo upon the otlicer ; and, in the 
course of country-dancing, when he. was obliged to join bands with 
her, the touch thrilled through all his nerves, .and kindled a ilamo 
within him which lie could not contain. In a woid, his endeavours 
to conceal the situation of his thoughts wore so violent, that his 
constitution could not endure tlio shock ; the sweat ran down his 
forehead in a stream, the colour vanished from iiis cliooks, his 
knees began to totter, and bis eyesight to fail; so that he must 
have fallen at his full length upon the floor, had not he retired very 
jubruptly into another room, whore he threw himself upon a couch, 
.and fainted. , 

In this condition ho was found bv his friend, who, seeing him 
withdraw with such symptoms of disorder, follow'^ed him thither ; 
and, when he recovered the use of his faculties, pressed him to 
make use of a bed in that honso, r.atlier than exjiose himself in the 
night air, by going home to liis own lodgings; but not being able 
to prevail upon him to accojit the offer, he wrajiped him up in a 
cloak, and, conducting him t|^ the inn where he lodged, helped him 
to undress and go to bed, wdicre he w’as immediately seized with a 
violent fit of the ague. Godfrey behavcfl with great tenderness, and 
would have actually borne him company .all night, notwithstanding 
the circumstancea of his own situation, had not his friend insisted 
upon his returning to tho comiJiuiy, and making his apology to his 
partner for his sudden departure. This was a stop absolutely neces¬ 
sary towards maftitaining tho quiet of the assembly, which he found 
in great consternation, occasioned by his absence ; for some of tho 
ladies, seeing the bridegroom follow the stranger in his retreat, the 
meaning of which they did nob comprehend, began to afraid of a 
q^rrol. Emilia, upon ijretence of that supposition, was so mu^h 
alarmed, that she could noff stand, and was fain to have recourse te 

a smelling-bottle. ^ 
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Tlio bride, who umicrHfcood the whole mystery, was the only 
person that acted with deliberation and composure : she imputed 
Emilia’s disorder to the right cause, which was no other than 
conceni for the condition of her lover ; and assured the ladies there 
was nothing extraordinary,<in Mr. Pickle’s going off, he being sub¬ 
ject to fainting-fits, by which ho was often overtaken without any 
previous notice. The arrival of Gauntlet c()nfiiiued the^, truth of 
thi.s declaration : ho made an apology to the company in the name 
of his friend, who, ho told them, was suddenly taken ill; and they 
returned to their diversiem of dancing with this variation; Emilia 
was so disordered and fatigued, that .she begged to be excused from 
contiimiiig the exercise ; and I’ercgiine’s partner, being disengaged, 
wa.s paired with the young officer, for whom she was*^Originally 
designed. Meanwhile, the bride withdrew into another apartment 
with her sister, and expostulated with her upon her cruelty to 
Mr. Pickle, assuring her, from Godfrey’s information, that he had 
undergone a severe fit on her account, which, in all likelihood, 
would have a dangerous effect upon hi.s constitution. Though 
Emily Avas inllcxiltle in her answers to the kind remonstrances of 
the gentle Sophy, her hcait wa.s melting Avith the nnpressions of 
pity and love ; and, fniding herself unable fo ])crform the duty 
of her function, in putting the bride to bed, .'jNc retired to licr 
own chamber, and, in secret, syraiiathiwd Avith the distemper of her 
lover. 

In the morning, as early as decency Avould permit him to leave 
the arms of his de.ir Avife, Captain Gauntlet made a visit to Peregrine, 
who had passed a very tedious and uneasy night, having been subject 
to short intervals of delirium, during which Pipes had found it very 
difficult to keep him fast belayed. Uo owned indeed to Godfrey, 
that his imagination had been haunted by the i<Icas of Emilia anfi 
her officer, Avhich torinoiited him bfan unspeakable degree of anguish 
and distraction ; and that ho,would rather suffer do.itli than a repe¬ 
tition of such excruciating voflectious. Ho Avas, hoAi over, comforted 
by his friend, w'ho .as.snre'l him tliat lii.s sister’s inclinations would in 
time preA'ail over all the endeavours of resentment and pride, illus¬ 
trating tins asseveration liy an account of the manner in Avhich she 
was affected by the knowledge of his disorder, and advising him to 
implore the mediation of Sophy, in a fetter wliich she should com¬ 
municate to Emilia. 

This Avas an opiiortunity Ivliich our hero thought too favourable 
to be neglected : calling for paper, he sat up in his bed ; and, in 
the first transports of hia emotion, wrote the following petition to 
Godfrey’s amiable wife 

“ Drar Madam. —The affllctinn of a eonttite heart can never appeal to your benevolence 
In vatn, and therefore I preaume to approach yon, In this season of delight, with the 
language of sonow, requesting that you will esponse the cause of an unhappy lover, 
who mourns with uniitterablo anguish over his ruined hope, and intercede for my pardon 
with that divl^ creature, whom, in the intemperance and excess of paaaion, 1 have so 
mortally ofTcnded. Qoo«l Reavcnl is my guilt inexpiable? Am I excluded from all 
hope of remlsstou? Am 1 devoted to misery and,despair? I have offered all the atone¬ 
ment which the most perfect and sincorc penitence could suggest, ond she rejects my 
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humility anil repentance. If her resentment would pursue, me to tho Rrave, let her 
siRnify her pleasure; anil may 1 l)c braiuled wltli tho name of villain, amt remembered 
with infamy and detestation to all posterity, If I hesitate one niorocnt in sacrinctiig a life 
which is odious to Itlmilia. Ah ! niad.'im, ivhllc I thus pour foith the pfrtislous of my 
griefaud distraction,! look around tho apartment in whkh I he, and ever 3 ’’well-known 
object tliat salutes my view recalls to my remoinberaiice. that fond, that ha[<py day, on 
which tbo fair, tlie good, the teridir-he.artfcd Sopliy lw%aiue my advocate, tliough I was a 
stranger to her aciiiKiintanre, iiiul etfetted a trans)orling recunciliation between me ami 
that same enchanting beauty, tliat is now bo implaialily incensed. Tfsiicls not satisfied 
with the pangs of remorse and (lisappointnient, the tran.sports of .maiiiicss 1 have under¬ 
gone, let tier preRcrUx* whut faithi'i penance slic thinks I nuglit to endure; and nlicn t 
decline her sontenc", let me be tlic object id her «tcrnal disdain. 

“I commit mvself, dear mad.nii' dear Sophy' dear partner of my friend! to your kind 
Intel position. I know you »iH manage my causo as a concern on which my uapplnesa 
entirely dfiieiiii-j ; ami 1 liope i vrrything from yoiir compassion and bcnefirence, wliilu f 
fenr everyth mg irom lier rigour and bail’niily Yes' I call It barbaritj', a savageness of 
delicacy iiltog'jther inconsistent wnh tlic tmiderness of human nature ; and may the most 
nfijert contempt lie my portion if J liic mult r its scourge! Hut T begin to lave. 1 conjurn 
you by your own 1 1 mu an it v and sweclijoss ol di'-puBilion, I conjure you by your love for 
tlio in.aii whom Ifeavcn hath decreed your protector, to employ your luliucnce with that 
angel of wrath, m behali of your obliged and obeihcnt bcrvaiit, 

“ r. I’lCKCB.” 

m 

Tliis c])istlG#v!i3 iiniuediutcly transniibiod liy Ciodfroy to liis wife, 
wlio perused it with umrk.s of tho inosi. hnintuio sympathy ; and, 
carrying it into her sister’s chamber, “flcre is somoLhing," said 
she, pro.soiiting the jniper, “wliicli I mu.st recommend to your 
senoiia attention.” Emdia, who immediately guessed the meaning 
of this addie.sH, absolutely refused to look upon it, or even to hear 
it read, till her brother, entering her ajiartment, rejirirnanded her 
sharply fui' lier oli.stinacy and pride, accii.sod lier of folly and dissimu¬ 
lation, ami entered so waimly into tlio interests of }ii.s friend, that 
she thought liim unkind in his remonstranees, and, bursting into a 
flood of tears, reproached him with partiality and want of atfoctiun. 
fJodfrey, who entertfiiiicd tho most jierfect love and vonci’ation for 
Iws sister, asked pardon for having given oUeiice, and, kissing tho 
dro])g from her fair eyes, begged a^ie woidil, for his sake, listen to tho 
declaration of Ins friend. 

Thus .solicited, she could not refuse to hear the letter, which 
when ho had repeated, .she lamenbwd her own fate in being tho 
occasion of so much uneasiness ; desired her brother to assure Mr. 
Pickle that she was not a voluntary enemy to his peace ; on tho 
contrary, she wished him all happiness ; though she hoped ho would 
not blame her for consulting l^er own, in avoiding any future expla¬ 
nation or connection with a person whoso correspondence slio found 
herself under a necessity to renounce, 'n vain did tho new-married 
couido exhaust tlieir eloquence, in attempting to prove that tho 
reparation which our hero had oftcred wa.s adequate to the injury 
she had sustained: tliat in reconciling herself to a penitent lover, 
who subscribed to her own terms of submi3.sion, her honour would 
bo acquitted by life most, scrvqiulous and severe judges «?{ decorum ; 
and that her inflexibility would be justly ascribed to tlie pride and 
insensibility of her heart. She turnotl a deaf ear to all their argu¬ 
ments, exhortations, and entreaties, and threatened to leave the 
house immediately, if they would not promise* to drop tn&t subject 
of discourse, * 
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Godfreys very much chagrined at the hiid auccesa of his endea> 
vours, returned to hia friend, and made aa favourable a report of the 
affair as the nature of hia conversation with Emilia would permit; 
but as he could not avoid mentioning her resolution in the close. 
Peregrine was obliged to firink again the bitter draught of disa})- 
pointineni, which put hia passions into such a state of agitation, as 
produced a short ecstasy of despair, in which he acted a^thousand 
oxtravagances. This paroxysm, however, soon subsided into a settled 
reserve of gloomy resentment, -which ho in secret indulged, detaching 
himself as soon as possible from the company of the soldier, on pre¬ 
tence of retiring to rest. 

WliiJo he lay ruminating upon the circumstances of his present 
situation, hia friend Pipes, who knew the cause of his anxiety, and 
firmly ladieved that Emilia loved his master in her heart, howsoever 
she might attempt to disguise her sentiments; I say, Thomas was 
taken with a conceit which he thought would set everything to 
rights, and therefore Y)ut it in executhm without ^further dcl/iy. 
Laying aside his hat, ho ran directly to the house of Sophy’s father, 
and atfoctirig an air of surprise and consternation, to which he had 
never before been subject, thundered at the door with such an 
alarming knock, as in a moment brought the whole family into the 
hall. Wlien ho was admitted, he began to gapo, stare, and pant at 
the same time, and made no reply, when (fodfrey asked what was 
the matter, till Mrs. Gauntlet expressed her appreliensions about his 
master. When Pickle's name was mentioned, seemed to make an 
effort to speak, and in a bellowing tone pronounced, “Brought him¬ 
self up, split my to[)s;ul8 ! ” So saying, he pointed to his own neck, 
and rose upon his ti[»toes, by way of explaining the meaning of his 
-words. e 

Godfrey, without staying to ask another question, rushed out, 
and flew towards the inn with the utmost horror and concern ; 
while Sophy, ivlio did not ri||htly understand the language of the 
messenger, addressing herself to him a second time, said, with 
great earnestness, “ I hope no accident has ha])poned to Mr. 
Pickle 1”—“No accident at all,” replied Tom; “he has only 
hanged himself for love! ” These words had scarce proceeded 
from his mouth, when Emilia, who sb>od listening at the parlour- 
door, shrieked aloud, and dropped down senseless upon the floor ; 
while her sister, who was * almost equally shocked at the intelli¬ 
gence, had recourse to the assistance of her maid, by whom she 
was supported from falling. Pipes, hearing Emily’s voice, con- 
gmtulated himself upon the success of his stratagem. He sprang to 
her assistance, and, lifting her up into an easy chair, stood by her 
until ho saw her recover from her swoon, and hekrd her call upon 
his master’s name with all the frenzy of desiiairing love. Then 
he bent his course back to the inn, overjoyed at the oppor¬ 
tunity of falling Peregrine what a confession he had extorted 
from his mistress, asid extremely vain of this proof of his own 
sagacity. , 

In the moan time, Godfrey, arriving at tl\e house in which he 
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Bupposod this fatal catastrophe had happened, ran upstairs to Pere¬ 
grine’s chamber, without staying to make any inquiry below ; and, 
finding the door locked, burst it open with one stroke of his foot. 
But what was his amazement, when, (Upon entrance, our hero, 
starting up from the bed, saluted him with a boisterous exclama¬ 
tion of “ Zounds ! who’s there ?" He was struck dumb with 
astonishifletit, which also riveted him to the place where he stood, 
scarce crediting the testimony of his own senses, till Peregrine, 
with an air of discontent, which demoted him displeased with his 
intrusion, dispelled his apprehension by a second address, siiying, 
“I see yod consider mo as a friend, by your using ino without 
ooremony.*’ The soldier, thus convinced of the falsehood of the 
information he had received, began to imagine that Pickle had 
projected the plan which was executed by his servant; and, look¬ 
ing upon it as a piece of uujorttiliable finesse, which might bo 
attended with very melancholy consequences to his sister or wife, 
ho answ’ered, •in a supercilious tone, that Mr. Pickle must blame 
himself f<n’ tlic interruption of his repose, which was entirely owing 
to the sorry jest he had set on foot. 

Piekle, who w’aa the child of passion, and more than half mad 
with impatience before this visit, hearing himself treated in such 
a cavalier manner, advanced close up to Godfrey’s breast ; and, 
assuming astern, or rather frantic countenance, “Hark yo, sir,” 
said he, “you are mistaken if you think I jest; 1 am iii down¬ 
right earnest, I assure you.” Gauntlet, who was nob a man to bo 
browbeaten, seeing himself thus bearded by a person of whoso 
conduct ho had, he thought, reason to complain, put on his military 
look of defiance, and, erecting his chest, replied with an exalted 
voice, “ Mr. Pickle, whether you w'ore in j(jst or earnest, you must 
give me leave to tell you, that ^.hc scheme was childish, unseason¬ 
able, and unkind, not to give it a harsher temi.”—“ Death, sir !” 
cried our adveiiLurer, “you tritle \nth my dis<piict; if there is 
any meaning in your insinuation, explain yourself, and then I 
shall know what answer it will befit ino to give.”--“I came with 
very different sentiments,” resumed the soldier; “but since you 
urge me to expostulation, and behave with such unprovoked lofti¬ 
ness of displeasure, I will, without circumlocution, tax you with 
having committed an outrage upon the peace of my family, in 
sending your follow to alarm us with such an abru]>t account of 
your havii\g done violence upon yourself,” Peregrine, confounded 
at this imputation, stood silent, with a most savage aspect of surprise, 
eager to know the circumstance to which his accuser alluded, and 
incensed to find it beyond the sphere of his comprehension. 

While these tvfo irritated friends stood fronting each other with 
mutual indignation in their eyes and attitudes, they were joined 
by Pipes, who, without taking the least notice of the situation in 
which he found them, told his master, that he might „np with the 
top-gallant masts of his heart, and out with his rejoicing ^'pendants; 
for "as to Mrs. Emily, ho Tiiad clapped her helm a-weather, the. 
vessel wore, and nov» she was upon the other tack, standing right 
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into tlio harbour of his good-will. Peregrine, who was not yet a 
connoisseur in the terms of his lacquey, coninianded him, upon pain 
of his displeasure, to be more explicit in liLs intelligence ; and, by 
dint of divers questions,, obtained a perfect knowledge of the 
scheme which ho had put'in execution for his service. This infor- 
m/itioii perplexed him not a little : he w'^ould have chastised, liis 
servant iq)on the spot for his temerity, had ho not [dainly ■perceived 
tlijit the fellow’s intention was to promote his case and satisfaction ; 
and, on tlie otlier liand, he know not how to acquit himself of the 
suspicion which he saw Godfrey entertain of his being tlic projector 
of the plan, without condescending to an explanation, W'hich his 
present disposition could not brook. After some pausckj however, 
turning to Pipes with a severe frown, “ Rascal ! ” said he, “ this is 
the second time T have suffered in the opinion of that lady by your 
ignorance and presumption; if ever y(»u intcrnieddlo in my affairs 
for the future, without express order and direction, by all that's 
sacred, I will put you to death without mercy ! Avaxiy, and let my 
horse bo saddled this instant.” 

Pipes having withdrawn in order to perform this piece of duty, 
our young gentleman, addressing liimself again to the soldier, and 
laying his hand upon liis hrea.st, said, with a srjlemnity of regard, 
“Cajitain Gauntlet, upon my honour I am altogcllier innocent of 
that shallow device which you imimte to my invention ; and I don’t 
think you do ju.stice either to my intellects or honour, in supposing 
mo callable of such insolent absurdity. As for your sister, T have 
once in uiy life affronted her in the madness and impetuosity of 
dc.sire ; but I liavo made .such .acknowledgments, and offered such 
atonement, as few women of her sphere would have refused ; and, 
before God! I am determined to endure every torment of disap- 
pointnumt and de.spair, rather than prostrate myself again to the 
cruelty (>f her unju.stitiablo pride.” So saying, he stalked suddenly 
downstairs, and took horse immediately, his spirits being supported 
by resentment, which i)rompted him to vow within himself, that 
he would seek consolation for the disdain of Emilia in the possession 
of tlie first willing wench he should meet upon the road. 

While he set out for the garrison with these sentiments. Gauntlet, 
in a su.sponso between anger, shame, and concern, retumed to the 
house of his father-iii-law', where ho found liis sister still violently 
agitated from tlio news of Piiregrine’s death ; the mystery of which 
he forthwith unravelled, recounting at the same time the particulars 
of the conversation which had happened at the inn, and describing 
the demeanour of Pickle with some expressions of asperity, which 
were neither agreeable to Emilia, nor approved by the gentle Sophj', 
who tenderly chid liim for allowing Peregrine to dwparb in terms of 
misunderstanding. 
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CitJLP, LXXXVII.—Peregrioe sets out for the Qarrlson, and meets with a Nymph of the 
Road, whom he takes Into keeping, and metanftrpbuues into a Qrie Lady. 

In tlie mean time, our hero jogged along in a profound reverie, 
which With disturbed by a beggar-woman and her daughter, wh(j 
.solicited him for alius, as he passed them on the road. Tho girl 
was about the age of sixteen, and, notwithstanding tho wretched 
equipage iu which she aj»peared, exhibited to liis view a set of 
agreeable features, enlivened -with the comith xion of health and 
dieerfuliicfts. The resoliiiioii 1 liavo already mentioned wais still 
warm in Ins imaginatum ; ami he looked upon this young mendicant 
us a very proper object for the perforiiiancc of liis- vow. Ho thei'c- 
foro entered into a conferenee wiih the nu'ther, ami for a small 
sum of money pTircha-sed lier px'operty in the Aveneh, wlio did not 
require much #i)Ui*tship and entreaty before she consented t(* accom¬ 
pany him to any place that ho should ajipoint for lier habitation. 

This contract being settled to bis satisfaction, be ordered I'jpcs 
to seat his acquisition behind him upon the crupper ; and, alighting 
at the first luiblic-hon.so wdiich llu'y fmiid upon the road, he wrote a 
letter to Hatclnvay, desiring him to receive tins hedge iiniamovata, 
and direct her to be cleaned and clothed in a decent manner with all 
expedition, so that she should bo touchable upon his sirrival, which, 
on that account, he w’oukl defer for the s])aeo of one day. This 
billet, together with the girl, he eoiumittcd to the eh.'irge of l^ipcs, 
after having laid strong injunctions upon him to iibsl.aiu from all 
attempts upon her chastity, and ordered liim to make I lie best of 
Iws way to the garrison, while ho himself crossed the country to a 
market-town, W'horo he propo.sodio sjiend the night. 

Tom, thus cautioned proceeded ^ith liis charge, and being 
naturally taciturn, opened not bis lips until bo had jierformod the 
best half of his journey. l»ut Thomas, notwithstauding his irony 
appearance, was in reality conqiosed of flesh and blood. His desire 
being titillated by tho contact of a buxom wameb, wdioso right arm 
embraced his middle a.s he rode, his thoughts began to mutiny 
against his master, and he fowid it almo.st impossible to Avithstaud 
the temptation of making love. Nevertheless, he Avrestled with 
these rebellious suggestions with all the reason that Heaven liad 
enabled him to exert; and that being totally overcome, his victorious 
passion suddenly broke out in tliis address : 

“ ’Sblood ! I believe master thinks T lia \’0 no more stuff in my 
body than a dried haddock, to tuni mo adrift in tho dark wdtli such 
a spanker. I)’ye*think he don't, my dear ? ” To this question his 
fellow:-travellor replied, “Swanker, anaii! " And the lover resumed 
liis suit, saying, “ Oons 1 how you tickle my timber ! Something 
shoots from your arm, through my stowage, to the very^eel-stone. 
Han’t you got quicksilver in your hand V ”—‘ t^hiicksil^per! ” said 
the lady, “ d-the silver that has crossed my hand this month j 
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d’ye think, if I had silver, I shouldn’t buy me a smock?’—“Ad* 
souks ! you baggage,” cried the lover, “you shouldn’t want a smpck 
nor a petticoat neither, if you could have a kindness for a true¬ 
hearted sailor, as sound and strong as a nine-inch cable, that 
■w«mld keep all clear above board, and everything snug under the 
hatches. Curse your gum,” said the charmer : “ what’s your gay 
balls and your hatchets to me ? ”—“ Do bub let us bring-to a little,” 
answered the wocr, whose appetite was by this time wheftted to a 
ino.st raveinms degree, “ and Til teach you to box the compass, my 

dear. Ah ! you strapper, what a jolly b-you are ! ”—“ B-r’ 

exclaimed thi.s modern dulcinoa, incensed at the opprobrious term, 

“such a b-as your mother, you dog ! D-you, I’ve a good 

mind to box your jaws instead of your come])is8. I’ll let'you know 
as how I am meat for your master, you saucy blackguard. You 
are worse than a dog, you old llinty-faced, tiea-bitteu scrub : a dog 
wears his own coat, but you wear your master’s.” 

Such a torrent of disgraceful epitliets from a person who had no 
clothes at all, converted the gallant's love into cfeolor, and ho 
threatened to dismount and bind her to a tree, when she should 
have a taste of his cat-o’-uinc-tails athwart her quarters ; but in¬ 
stead of being intimidated by Ins menaces, she set him at dclianco, 
and held fortli with such a How of eloipiencc, as would have entitled 
her to a considerable share of ivputation, even among the nyiiqihs 
of .Billingsgate; for this young lady, over and above a natural 
genius for altercation, had her talents cultivated among the vene¬ 
rable society of wooder.s, podders, and hoiipers, with whom she had 
associated from luir tender years. No wonder, then, that she soon 
obtained a complete victory over I*ipos, wdio, as the reader may 
have observed, was very little addicted to the exorcise of sjioech: 
indeed, ho was utterly disconcerted by her volubility of tongue ■ 
and, being altogether unfurnished with answers to the distinct 
periods of her discourse, very wisely chose to save himself the ex¬ 
pense (>f breath and argiimoift, by giving her a full swing of cable, 
so that she might bring herself up ; while he rode onwards in silent 
composure, v/itliout taking any more notice of his fair fellow- 
traveller tliaii if she had been his master’s cloak-bag. 

In spite of all the despatch he could make, it was late before ho 
arrivoil at tho garrison, where he delivered the letter and the lady 
to tho lieiitoiiaiit, who no sooner understood the intention of his 
friend, than he ordered all the tuba in the house to he carried into 
the hall and tilled with water. Tom, having provided himself with 
swabs and lirushos, divested the fair stranger of her variegated 
drapery, which was immediately committed to the flames, and 
perfonned upon her soft and sleek person the ceremony of sorub- 
bing, as it is practised on board of the king’s ships of war. Yet 
the nymph herself did not submit to this purification without 
repining. She cursed the director, who was upon the spot,with 
many abusive allusions to his wooden leg ; and as for Pipes, the 
operator, she employed her talons so effectually upon his face that 
the blood ran over his nose in sundry streams ; and next morning, 
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when those rivulets wore dry, his countenance resembled the rough 
bark of a plum-tree plastered with gum. Nevertheless, he did his 
duty with ^reat perseverance, cut otf her hair close to the scalp, 
handled his brushes with dexterity, apj)lied his swabs of different 
magnitude and texture, as the case required ; and, lastly, rinsed the 
whole body with a doiien jiails of cold visiter, discharged upon the 
head. 

These JIblutibns being executed, ho dried her with towels, accom¬ 
modated her with a clean shift, and, acting the part of a valot-de- 
chambre, clothed her from head to foot in clean, decent apparel which 
had belonged to Mrs. Hatchway; by which means her appearance 
was altered so much for the better, that w'hcu Peregrine arrived 
next day,*ho could scarce believe his own eyes. Ho was, for that 
reason, extremely well pleased with his purchase, and now resolved 
to indulge a whim which seized him at the very instant of his 
arrival. 

He had, as 1* believe the reader Avill readily alk>w, imule con¬ 
siderable progress in the study of character, from the highest rank 
to the most humble station of life, and found it diversihed in the 
same manner through every degree of subordination and precede ney: 
nay, he moreover observed that the conversation of those who are 
digniflctl w'ith the appellation of indite company is neither more 
edifying nor entertaining than that which is met with among the lower 
classes of mankind ; and that tho only essential difference, in point 
of demeanour, is the form of an education, which tlio uieunest 
capacity can acquire without much study or apfdication. P()s.sessod 
of this notion, he dotermiiied to take tho young mendicant under 
his own tutorage and instruction ; in consequence of wliioh he 
hf)pcd he should, in a few weeks, bo able to produce her in com¬ 
pany as an accomplished young Lady of uncommon wit and an 
excellent understanding. ^ 

This extravagant plan he forthwith began to execute with great 
eagerness and industry ; and his eiide1S.vours succeeded even beyond 
his expectation. The obsttielo, in tho surmounting of which he 
found the greatest difficulty, was an inveterate habit of swearing, 
which had been indulged from her infancy, and confirmed by tho 
example of those among whom she had lived, Ilowever, she had 
the rudiments of good sense £rom nature, which taught her to listen 
to^ wholesome advice, and was so docile as to comprehend and re¬ 
tain the lessons which her governor recpniniended to her attention ; 
insomuch, that ho ventured in a few days to present her at table 
among a set of country sq^uircs, to wlunn she wa.s introduced (vs 
niece to the lieutenant. In that cafiacity she sat with becoming 
easiness of mien, for she was as devoid of the mauvaisc )umH as any 
duchess in the Isfnd ; bowed very graciously to the coi^plinients of 
tliG gentlemen ; and though she said littlo or nothing, because slic 
was previously cautioned on that score, she more than once gave 
way to laughter, and her mirth happonod to be pretty well 
timed. In a word, sho attracted tho applause and'^i^dmiration 
of the guests, who, after ^lo was withdrawn, complimented Mr. 
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Hatchway upon the beauty, breeding, and good huinour of his 
kinswoman. 

But what contributed more than any other circumstance to her 
speedy improvement wa.s some small insight into the primer, which 
she had acquired at a day-school during the life of her father, who 
was a day-labourer in the Cf)uutry. Upon this foundation did 
Peregrine build a m(»st elegant sui)erstruoturc : he called out choice 
sentences from Shakspeare, Otway, and Pope, and taugfit lier to 
repeat them with an emphasis and theatrical cadence: he then 
instructed her in tlic names and epithets of the most celebrated 
jdayers, which he directed her to pronounce oecasioiiq,lly with an 
air of careless familiarity ; and, iiercciving that her voice was 
naturally clear, he enriched it witli remnants of opera tunes, to ho 
hummed during a jiause in conversation, which is generally snp])lied 
with the circulation of a pinch of snufl' By means of this cultiva¬ 
tion she became a wonderful prolicient in the polite graces of the 
age ; she with great facility comprehended the schomo of whist, 
though cribbage was her favourite game, with \<'liich she had 
amused herself in her vacant hours from her first entrance into the 
profession of hopping ; and brag soon grew familiar to her practice 
and conception. 

Thus prepared, she was exposed to the company of her own sox, 
being first of all visited by the parson’s daughter, wlio could not 
jvvoid showing that civility to Mr. Hatchway’s niece after she luid 
made her public appearance at cliureh. Mrs. Clover, wlio had a 
great sluirc of iienetiation, could not help entei’taining sruiio doubts 
about this same relation, Avliose name she h.ad never heard the 
uncle mention during the whole t('Z'ni of lier residence at the gar¬ 
rison ; hub as the young larlj was treated in that character, she 
would not refuse her acquaintance ; and, after having seen her Uo 
the castle, actually invited Miss Hutehway to her house. In short, 
she made a progress thiough almost all the faniihos in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, and by dint of her (luotations, which, by the bye, wore 
not always judiciously used, she passed for a sprightly young lady 
of uncommon learning and taste. 

Peregrine, having in this manner initiated her in the heau monde 
of the ceuntry, conducted her to London, where she wa.s'provided 
with private lodgings and a female attendant; and put her imme¬ 
diately under the tuition of his valet-de-chambre, wdio had orders 
to instruct her in dancing afid the Prencli language. Ho attended 
iier to plays and concerts three or four time.s a week ; and when 
our hero thought her suflicioiitly accustomed to the sight, of great 
company, he squired her in per.soii to a public assembly, and danced 
with her among all the gay ladies of fashion ; i^ot but that there 
was still an 'evident air of rusticity and awkwardness in her demea¬ 
nour, which vras interpreted into an agreeable wildness of spirit 
superior to the forms of common breeding. Ho afterwards found 
means to mike her acquainted with some distinguished patterns of 
her own a&x, by whorfii she w'as admitte^/fl into the most elegant par¬ 
ties, and continued to make good her 'pretensions to gentility with 
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great circumspection. But one evening, being at canls with a cer¬ 
tain lady, whom she detected in the vci-y fact of unfair conveyance, 
she taxed her roundly with the fraud, and brought upon herself 
such a torrent of sarcastic reproof as overbore all her maxims of 
caution, and burst o])en the floodgates of* her own natural re^jartee, 

twanged off with the ai)pellatioii of b—— and w-, wlncli sho 

reiieatodwith 'great vehemence, in an attitude of manual defiance, 
to the terror of her antagonist, and tlie astonishment of all present ; 
nay, to such an unguarded pitch w'as she provoked, that, starting 
up, sho snaj)\)ed her fingers in testimony (jf disdain, and, as sho 
(piittod the’room, applied her hand to that part which was the last 
of her tlifii disappeared, inviting the company to kiss it by one of 
its coarsest denominations. 

Peregrine was a little disconcertod at this ‘ oversight in her 
behaviour, whicli, by the deiii.ni of intelligence, was in a moment 
conveyed to alLtho private companies in town; so that sho was 
absolutely excluded from all p(jlito couiiuunicaiion, and I’oregrine, 
fur the present, disgraced among tlui modest part of his ft'uialo 
accpiaiutaiice, many of whom not only forbade him their houses, on 
account of tlie imjiiidont insult lie had conimiLLed upon their honour, 
as well as iindcrstaiiding, in [lalming a common trull uiion them as 
a young lady of hirth and education ; but also aspersed his family, 
by allirming that die was actually his own consin-german, whom 
he had preci[)itatoly raised from the most abject state of humility 
and contempt. In revenge for tins calumny, our young gentleman 
explained the wliolo mystery of her ])rumoiion, together with the 
motives that induced him to bring her into the fashionable world ; 
and repeated airiong liis companions the extravagant encomiums 
yhicli had been bestowed upon her by the most discerning matrons 
of the age. 

Moaiiwliile, the infanta lierseft, being rebuked by her benefactor 
for this instance of misbehaviour, ift'ornisod faithfully to keep a 
stricter guard for the future over her conduct, and applied herstdf 
with great assiiluity to her studies, in which she wa^■ assisted by 
the Swiss, wdio gradually lost the freedom of his heart, while sho 
was profiting by his instruction. In other words, sho made a con¬ 
quest of her preceptor, who, yielding to the instigations of the flesh, 
chose a proper opportunity to declare his passion, which was jiower- 
fully recommended by his personal quali,fications ; and his intention.s 
being honourable, sho listened to his proposals of espousing her in 
private. In consequence of this agreement, they made an elope¬ 
ment together ; and, being bipckled at the Fleet, consummated their 
nuptials in private lodgings, by the Seven Dials, from w’hich the 
husband next'morning sent a letter to our hero, begging forgiveness 
for the clandestine stop ho had taken, which ho solemnly protested 
was liofc owing to any abatement in his inviolable regard for his 
master, whom ho should always honour and esteem to his latest 
breath, but entirely to the irresistible charms />£ the ydljpg lady, to 
whom ho was now so happy ws to be joined in the silken bonds of 
marriage. ^ 



466 


PEREGBINB PICKLE. 


Perogriiio, though at first offended at his valet’s presumption, 
was, upon second thoughts, reconciled to the event, by which he 
was delivered from an encumbrance ; for by this time he had per¬ 
formed his frolic, and began to be tired of his acquisition. Ho 
reflected on the former -fidelity of the Swiss, which had been 
manifested in a long course of service and attachment; and, 
thinking it would bo cruelly severe to abandon him to poverty and 
distress for one venial trespass, he resolved to i)ardon what ho had 
done, and enable him, in some shajie, to provide for the family 
which ho had entailed upon himself. 

With these sentiments, he sent a favourable answer to the 
delinquent, desiring to see him as soon as his passion should permit 
him to leave the arms of his spouse, for an hour or two; and 
Hadgi, in obedience to this intimation, repaired immediately to 
the lodgings of his master, before wlunn he apjK'ared with a most 
penitential aspect. Peregrine, though he could scarce help laughing 
at his rueful length of face, repriinaiided him sharply for his dis¬ 
respect and ingratitude in taking that by stealth which he might 
have had for asking. The culprit assured him, that, next U) tlie 
vengeance of God, his master’s displeasure was that which, of all 
evils, he dreaded to incur; but that love had distracted his brain 
in such a manner, as to banish every fitlicr consideration but that 
of gratifying his de.sire ; and he owned, that ho slnmld not have 
been able to preserve his fidelity and duty to his own father, had 
they interfered with the interest rif his passion. He then appealed 
to his master’s own heait for the remission of his guilt, alluding to 
certain circumstances of our hero’s conduct, which evinced the 
desperate effects of love. In short, he made such an apology a.s 
extorted a smile from his offended judge, who not only forgave 
his transgression, but also pn>mised to put him in some fair way oil 
earning a comfortable aubsisl-ence. ' 

The Swiss was so nuich alitjcted ivitli (his instance of generosity, 
that he fell uptm his knees, and kissed Jiis hand, praying to Heaven, 
with great fervour, to make him worthy of such goodness and con¬ 
descension. His scheme, he said, was to open a coffee-house and 
tavern in some creditable ])art of the town, in hopes of being 
favoured with the custom of a numerous acquaintance he had made 
among upper servants and reputable fradesmen, not doubting that 
his wife would bo an ornament to his bar, and a careful manngcr 
of his affairs. Peregrine a^jiroved of the plan, towards the exe¬ 
cution of which he made him and his wife a present of five 
hundred pounds, together with a promise of erecting a weekly 
club among his friends for the reputation and advantage of the 
house. 

Hadgi wail so transported with his good fortune, that ho ran to 
Pipes, who was in the room, and having hugged him with great 
cordiality, and made his obedience to his master, hied him homo to 
his bride, to* communicate his happiness, cutting capers, and talking 
to himself*hll the way. 
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CiiAi*. LXXXVIll.—He la vlattcd by Pallet—Contracts au Intlinacy witU a Netrmarket 
I^ublemaa—And is by tbe Knowin^-ones taken in. 

This affair being settled, and our adventurer, for tho present, free 
of all female m>unecti(m3, he returned to his former course of fast 
living among tho bucks of the town, and performed innumerable 

exidoits among -s, bullies, rooks, constables, and justices of 

the peace. In tho midst cd these occupations, he was one morning 
visited by jiis old fellow-traveller Pallet, whose appearance gave 
him equal surjjriBO and concern. Though the weather was severe, 
lie was clothed in tho thin summor-dress which ho had worn at 
l^tris, and was now not only threoclbare, but in some parts actually 
patched; his stockings, by a rr'|n-t>tion of that practice known 
among economists by the term of coaxing, hung like pudding-bags 
about his ankles* his shirt, though new washed, was of the saffron 
hue, and in divers places appeared through the crannies of his 
breeches ; he had exchanged his own hiiir for a smoke-drkd tie- 
periwig, which all the flour in his drodgiug-box liad not been able 
to whiten ; his eyes were sunk, his jaws lengthened beyond their 
usual extension, and he seemed twenty years older than ho looked 
when he and our hero parted at Rotterdam. In s])ite of all these 
evidences of deaiy, ho accosted him with a meagre affectation of 
content and good humour, struggled piteously to appear gay and 
unconcerned, professed Jiis joy at seeing him in England, excused 
himself for having delayed so long to come and present liis respects ; 
alleging, that, since his return, he had been a more slave to the 
satisfaction of some persons of quality and taste, who had insisted 
tqjon his finishing some pieces with the utmost expedition. 

Peregrine received him with 4hat conujnssion and compLiisance 
which was naturid to his disposition ;*in(iuired about the health of 
Mrs, Pallet and his family, and asked if his friend the doctor was 
in town. The painter seemed to liave resumed his resentinent 
against that gentleman, of whom he spoke in contemptuous terms. 
“The doctor," said ho, “is so much overshadowed with pre¬ 
sumption and self-conceit, that his merit has no relief. It does 
not Ti.se. There is no keeping in the ])icture, my dour sir : all tho 
same as if I were to represent the moon under a cloud ; there will 
be nothing but a deep mass of shadej' with a little tiny speck of 
light in the middle, which w'ould only serve to make, as it were, tho 
darkness visible. You understand me. Had ho taken my advice, 
it might have been better for him ; but he’s bigoted to his own 
opinion. You mpst know, Mr. Pickle, upon our return to England, 
I counselled him to compose a little, smart, clever ode upon my 
Cleopatra: as Gad shall judge me, I thought it would liave been 
of some service, in helping him out of obscurity ; for you know, as 
@ir Richard observes, • 

‘ Soon will that <4^, winch odds thy fame to mine i 

)jCt me then live, join’d to a work of thine.’ 
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“ By the bye, Uiorc is a most iiictiire.sqne contrast in these lines, 
of thy and mo, livin'? and dying, and thine and mine. Ah ! a pizo 
upon it! Dick, after all, was the man. Ecod ! he rounded it otf. 
But to return to this unhappy young man ; would you believe it ? 
he to.sscd up his nose at fny friendly proposal, and gabbled some¬ 
thing in Greek, which is not worth repeating. 'J'he case was this, 
my ilear sir, he was out of humour at the neglect ofdhe w*orld : ho 
thought the poets of the age were jealous of his genius, and strove 
to crush it accordingly, while the I’cst of mankind wanted taste 
sufiicient to disceni it. For my f)wn part, 1 profess myself one of 
these; and, as the clown in Billy yiiakspcare says of tiro courtier’s 
oatli, had T sworn by the doctor’s genius that the pancakes were 
naught, they might have been for all that vci'y good, yet should 
not I have been fm-sworn. Let that be as it will, he retired from 
town in great dudgeon, and set up his rest near a hill in Derhy- 
shiro, with two tops, resembling T^irnassus, and a ivcll at the 
bottom, which he had christened Uyp-o’-Uie-Greeii,Egad! if ho 
stays in that habitation, ’tis my opinion he’ll soon grow green 'with 
the hip indeed, lie’ll bo glad «jf an opportunity to return to the 
flesh-pots of Egypt, and pay his court to the slighted Queen Cleo¬ 
patra. 1 [a ! well remembered : by this light, yoe. shall know, my 
good sir, that this same Egyptian princess has been c<>urtcd by so 
many gallants of taste, that, as J hope to live, 1 found myself in 
some sort of dilemina, bocau.se in parting witb her to one 1 should 
have disobliged all his viv.als. Now a man would not choose to give 
offence to his friends ; at least 1 lay it down as a maxim to avoid 
the smallest appearance of ingratitude. Perhaps 1 may bo in the 
wrong; but every man has his way. For this reason, 1 proposed 
to all the candidates that a lottery or raffle should bo set on foot^ 
by which every individual would have an eipial chance for her 
good graces, and the prize bo left the dcci.sion of fortune. Tlie 
scheme was mightily relished p- and the terms being such a trifle as 
half a guinea, the whole town crowded into my house, in order to 
siihscribe. But there I was their humble servant. ‘ Gentlemen, you 
must have a little patience till my own particular friends are served. 
Among that number I do myself the honour to consider Mr. I^icklo. 
Here is a co}>y of the proposals ; and if the list should bo adorned 
with his name, I hope, iiobwithstandiAg his merited succe8.s among 
the young ladies, he will for once bo shunned by that little vixen 
called Miss Fortune ; he, he',' he ! ” 

So saying, lie bowed with a thousand apish couff^s, and pre¬ 
sented his paper to Peregrino, who, seeing the number of sub¬ 
scribers was limited to one hundred, said he thought him too 
moderate in his expectations, as he did not doiihb thkt his picture 
. would be a (flicap purchase at iivo hundred instead of fifty pounds, 
at which the price was fixed. To this unexpected remark Pallet 
answered, that among the connoisseurs he would not pretend to 
appraise hisqiicture ; but that in valuing his works he was obliged 
to have atf eye to the Gothic ignorance of tho ago in which he 
lived. Our adventurer saw at once into the jiature of this raffle, 
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which waa no other than a begging shift to dispose of a paltry 
piece that he could not otherwise have sold for twenty shillings. 
However, far from shocking the poor man in distress by dropping 
the least hint of his conjecture, ho desired to bo favoured with six 
chances, if the circumstances of his pRin would indulge him so 
far ; and tlje painter, after some hesitition, condescended to comply 
with his^ro(iu#st, out of pure friendship and veneration ; though 
ho observed, that in so doing ho must exclude some of his most 
intimate companions. Having received the money, he gave Pickle 
his address, desiring ho would, with his convenience, visit the 
princess, who, ho was sure, woidd display her most engaging 
attraction^ in order to captivate his fancy ; and took his leave, 
extremely well pleased with the success of his ap])lieation. 

Though Peregrine was tempted witli the curiosity of seeing this 
portrait, which ho imagined must contain sojno analogy to the 
ridiculous f>ddit]g of tlio painter, ho would not exjxise lumsclf to 
the disagreeable alternative of applauding the performance coil' 
trary to the dictates of eonsciojice and common sen.se, or of con* 
demning it, to the unsjxiakable nun'tilication of tluj misirablo 
author ; and therefore mjvcr dreamt of returning the painUjr’s 
visit; nor did he ever hoar of tho lottery’s being drawn. About 
tills time ho was invited to Hjxuid a few weeks at tho country-seat 
of a cortain nohlemuii, with whom he had contracted an acquaint¬ 
ance in the eourse of his dcbauclies, which wo have ah’eady de¬ 
scribed. His lordship being remarkable for his skill and success 
in horse-racing, liis house ivas continually filled with the connois¬ 
seurs and admirers of that sport, upon which the whole conver¬ 
sation turned ; insomuch that Peregrine gradually imbibed some 
knowledge in horse-llosli and tho divei'sions of the course ; for 
CJie whole occupation of the day, exclusive of eating and drinking, 
consisted in viewing, managing, and exercising his hirdship’s 
stud. • 

Our hero looked upon these amusements with an eye of taste as 
well as curiosity ; he contemplated the animal as a beautiful and 
elegant jiart of the creation, and relished the surprising oxortion 
of its speed with a refined and classical delight. In a little time 
ho became personally acquainted wdtli every liorso in the stable, 
and interested himself in tlTo reputation of each ; while lie aLso 
gratitied his a])petite for knowledge, in observing the methods of 
preparing their bodies, and training tli^m to the race. His land¬ 
lord saw and encouraged his eagerness, from which ho promised 
himself some advantage; he formed several private matches for 
his entertainment, and flattered his discernment, by permitting 
him to bo successful in tho first bets ho made. Thus was ho 
artfully decoyed into a spirit of keenness and adventure, and 
disposed to depend upon his own judgment, in opposition to that 
of people who had made horse-racing the solo study of their lives. 
He accompanied my lord to Newmarket; apd, enterf^ at once 
into tho genius of tho place^ was marked as fair game liy all the 
knowing-oncs there j-ssembled, many of whom found means to 
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take him in, in spite of all the cautiona and admonitions of his 
lordship, who wanted to reserve him for hia own use. 

It is almost impossible for any man, lot him be never so fearful 
or phlegmatic, to bo an unconcerned spectator in this busy scene. 
Tho demon of play hovers in the air like a pestilential vapour, 
tainting tho minds of all present with inffillible infection, which 
communicates from one person to another, like tli|5 cir^lation of 
a general panic. Peregrine was seized with this cjiidemic dis¬ 
temper to a violent degree ; and, .after having lost a few loose hun¬ 
dreds in his progrcvss through tho various rookeries of tho place, 
entered into partnership with his noble friend in a grand match, 
up')u tho issue of which he ventured no less than threip thousand 
pounds. Indeed, he would not have risked such a considerable 
sum, had uot his own confidence been reinforced by tho opinion 
and concurrence of his lordship, who hazarded an equal bet upon 
tho same event. Those two associates engaged themselves, in tho 
penalty of six thousand pounds, to run one chaise and four against 
another, three times round the course; and our Adventurer had 
the satisfaction of seeing his antagonist distanced in the first and 
second heats ; but, all t»f a sudden, one of the horses of his machino 
was knocked up, by whicli accident the victory was ravished almost 
from his very grasp, and he was obliged to enduro the damage and 
the scorn. 

He was deeply alfected with this misf(*rtune, wliich lie imputed 
to his own extravagance and temerity, but discovered no external 
signs of affliction, because his illustrious partner bore his loss 
witli the most philf)sophic resignation, consoling himself, as well 
as Pickle, with the hope of making it up on some other occasion. 
Novertholess, our young goutloman could not help admiring, and 
even envying, his equanimity, not knowing that his lordship hail 
managed matters so as to be a gainer by the misfortune ; which 
to retrieve, Peregrine iiurchju’od several horses, at the recommenda¬ 
tion of his friond, and, instead of returning to London, made a 
tour with him lo all tho celebrated races in England, at which, 
after several vicissitudes of fortune, he made shift, before the end 
of the season, to treble his loss. But his hopes seemed to increase 
with his ill luck. In the beginning of winter, he came to town, 
fully persuaded that fortune must tiecessarily change, and that 
next season ho should reap the happy fruits of his experience. In 
this confidence he seemed* to drown all ideas of prudence and 
economy. His former expense was mere parsimony, compared 
with that which he now incurred : he subscribed to tho opera, and 
half a dozen concerts at different parts of tho town, was a bene¬ 
factor to several hospitals, purchased a collection of valuable 
pictures, took a house and furnished it in a most magnificent 
taste, laid in a large stock of French wines, and gave extravagant 
entertainments to his quality-friends, who in return loaded him 
with compliments, and insisted upon his making use of their 
interest aftd good-will. 



INTENDED HEFOBMATION. 


471 


Ciiiki*. IjXXXIX.—H e Is taken Into the Protectjpn of ft great Man—Seta up for 
iUfeinbi'r of I’lirliament^lH ilisapjioiiitod in liis* Expoctatiun, and flnds hlinNelf 
ojirogiouHly outwitted. 

Among iThcse’Virofcsaetl patrons, tho greatest part of whom Pere¬ 
grine saw through, there was one groat persoiiago who seemed to 
supi-ort with dignity the splioro in which fortune had placed him. 
His behaviour to I’icklo was not a stuica of grinning conijdoisance, 
in a flat repetition of general expressions of friendship and regard. 
Ho deiueftned himself with a seemingly honest reserve in point 
of profession ; his advances to Peregrine appeared to be the result 
of deliberation and experiment; he chid the ydnug gentleman for 
his extravagance with the aatliority of a parent and the sincerity 
of a fast friend^; and having, by gradual impnrios, made himself 
acquainted \wth the state of his private aifairs, condemned his 
conduct ,with ail air of candour and concern. He represented to 
him tho folly and dangerous consoqueucos of the profligate life in 
which he had plunged himself ; connsollcd him with great warmth 
to sell ofl' lus race-horses, whicli would otherwise insensibly eat 
him up ; t^i retrencli all superfluous expense, which would only 
servo to expose him to the ridicule and ingratitude of those who 
W'evo benefited by it; to lay out Ins money upon secure mortgages, 
at good interest; and cany into oxeonlion his former de.sigii of 
standing candidate for a borough at the ensuing election for a new 
parliamcut, in wliieh .caso this nobleman promised to assist him 
with his iiillueiico and advice ; assuring him, tliat if ho could once 
(ftrocurc a seat in the houso, lie niiglit look upon his fortune as 
already made. , 

Our adventurer perceived the wisdom and sanity of this advice, 
for whicli he made his acknowledgnfonts to his generous monitor, 
protesting that lie would adhere to it in every particular; and 
immediately set about a reformation. He accordingly took cogni¬ 
zance of hi.s most minute alVairs ; anil, after an exact scrutiny, 
gave his patron to understand, that, exclusive of his furniture, his 
fortune was reduced to fourWen tliousand three hundred and thirty 
pounds, in Bank and South-sea annuities, over and above the gar¬ 
rison and its appendages, Avhich he reckoned at sixty pounds 
a year ; ho thei’cfore desired, that a.s his lordship had been so kind 
as to favour him with his friendship and advice, he Avould extend 
his generosity still farther, by putting him in a way of making the 
most advantage of his money. My lord said, that for his own part 
he did nob choRso to meddle in money matters ; that Mr. Pickle 
would find abundance of people ready to borrow' it upon land-security, 
but that he ought to be extremely cautious in a transaction of such 
consequence; promising, at the same time, to emj^oy his own 
steward in seeking out a mortgager to whem it might be safely 
lent. • 
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This agent was accordingly set at work, and for a few days made 
a fruitless inquiry ; so that the young gentleman was obliged to 
have recourse to his own intelligence, by which he got notice of 
several people of reputed credit, who offered him mortgages for 
the whole sum; but when he made a report of the particulars to 
his noble friend, his lordsKip started such doubts and objections 
relating to each, that he was deterred from entering into any 
engageinonts with the proposers ; congratulating hhnselt, in the 
mean time, on his good fortune, in being favoured with the advice 
and direction of such a sage counsellor. Nevertheless, ho began 
to be impatient, after having unsuccessfully consulted all the 
money-brokers and conveyancers about town, and resolved to try 
the ox[)edient of a public advertisement ; but he w'as persuaded by. 
my lord to postpone that cxporiinent until every other method 
should have failed, because it would attract the attention of all the 
pettifoggers in London, who, though tlicy might not be able to 
over-reach, would infallibly harass and tease liiii out of all 
train j^uillity. 

It was on the hack of this conversation that Peregrine, chancing 
to moot the steward near his lord’s house, stopped him in the street 
to give him an account of his bad luck ; at which the other ex¬ 
pressed some concern, and, rubbing his chin wi^h his hand in a 
musing posture, told Pickle there was a thought just come into his 
head, pointing out one way of doing his business elb'ctually. The 
youth, iqiou this intimation, begged he would accompany him to 
the next coffee-house ; in which, having clio.seii a private situation, 
this grave manager gave him to understand, tliat a part of my 
lord’.s estate was mortgaged, in con.scqnonce of a debt contracted 
by his grandfather, for provision to the younger children of the 
family ; and that the equity of redemption would bo foreclosed in a„ 
few months, unless the burthen could bo discharged. “ My lord,” 
said he, “has always lived in a sidondid manner, and, notwith¬ 
standing his ample foruune, td^cthcr with the profits accruing from 
the posts he enjoy.s, lie saves so little iintney, that, upon this occa¬ 
sion, I know he will be obliged to borrow ten thousand pounds to 
make up the sum th.at is requisite to redeem the mortgage. Now, 
certain lam, that when his design comes to be known, he will be 
solicited on all hands by people desirous of lending money upon 
such undoubted security ; and ’tis odds but he has already pro¬ 
mised the preference to soufe particular ac(|uaintaiice. However, 
as I know he has your interest very much at heart, I will, if you 
please, sound his lordship upon the aubject, and in a day or two 
give you notice of my success.” 

Peregrine, ravished w'ith the prospect of settling this affair so 
much to his,,satisfaction, thanked the steward for ?us friendly hint 
and undertaking, which ho assured him should be acknowledged 
hy a more solid proof of his gratitude, provided the business could 
be brought to bear ; and next day he was visited by this kind 
manager, wj,lh the happy news of his lordship’s having consented 
to borrow ten thousand pounds of his stock, upon mortgage, at the 
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interest of five per cent. This information he received as an 
instance of the singular esteem of his noble patron ; and the papers 
being immediately drawn and executed, the money was deposited 
in the hands of the mortgager, w'ho, in the hearing of the lender, 
laid strong injunctions on his steward to i«y the interest punctually 
at quarter-day. 

The best part of our hero’s fortune being tlius happily deposited, 
and the a'^ent gratified with a present of fifty jueces, he began to 
put his retrenching sclicme into execution: all his servants, Pipes 
excepted, ivcre discharged ; his chariot and running horses dis¬ 
posed of ; his housekeeping broken up, and his furniture sold by 
auction ; n.ay, the heat of his disposition w as as remarkable in this 
as ajiy othbr transaction of liis life ; for eveiy step of his saving 
project w'as taken with such eagerness, and even precipitation, 
that most of his companions thought he w'as either ruined or mad. 
But he answ'ered all their ocpostulations with a string of prudent 
apoi>htliegms, such as, “The shortest follies are the best; ” “ Better 
to retrench up<m conviction than compulsion ; ” and divers other wise 
maxims, seemingly the result of experience and philosophic relleetion. 
To such a degree of enthusiasm did present ocunoiny jirevail, that ho 
was actually seissed wdth the desire of amassing ; and as he every 
daj^ received proposals from those bickers whom he had employed, 
about the disposal of his cash, ho at length venlured fifteen hun¬ 
dred pounds upon bottomry, being tempted hy the excessive 
premium. 

But it must be observed, for the honour of our adventurer, that 
this reformation did not at all inteifero ivitli the good (jualitios of 
his heart: he was still as friendly and benevtdoni as ever, though 
his liberality was more subject to the restraint of reason ; and ho 
might have justly pleaded, in vindication of his generosity, tliat 
ho retrenched the superfiuitios ii* his own way of living, in order 
to preserve the jiowor rif assisting his follow-creatures in distress. 
Numberless were the objects to which he extended his charity in 
jirivate. Indeed, he exerted this virtue in secret, not only on 
acctiunt of avoiding the charge of ostentation, but also because ho 
was ashamed of being detected in such an aw kw'ard, unfusldonablo 
practice by tlie censorious observers of this humauo generation. In 
this particular ho seemed to •onfound the ideas of virtue and vice; 
for he did good .as other people do evil, by stealth ; and w.as so 
capricious in point of behaviour, that frequently, in public, ho 
wagged his tongue in satirical animadversions upon that poverty, 
which his hand had, in private, relieved. Yet, far from shunning 
the acquaintance, or discouraging the solicitation of those, who, ho 
thought, wantejd his assistance, he w'as always accessible, open, 
and complacent to*them, even when the haughtiness of his temper 
kept hia superiors at a distance ; and often saved a modest man 
the anguish and confusion of declaring himself, by penetrating 
into his necessity, and anticipating his request in a frawk offer of 
his purse and friendship. Not that he practised this bfneficence 
to aU the needy of his acquaintance, without distinction ; there is 
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always a sot of idle, profligate fellows, who, having squandered 
away tlieir own fortunes, and conquered all sense of honour and 
shame, maintain theniselvea by borrowing from those who have 
not yot finished the saino career, and want resolution to resist their 
ijiiportiinato demands. To these he was always inflexible ; though 
ho could not absolutely detach himself from their company, because, 
l)y dint of offrontery, and such of their original connections as they 
have boon able to retain, they find adinissioii to all ^aces*of fashion¬ 
able resort. 

Several unsuccessful attempts had been made \ipon his i)Ockct by 
beggars of this class. One of the most artful of thein having one 
day jt)incd liim in the Mall, and made tlio usual observation on the 

weather, d-d all the ft)gs of London, and began a Ilissortation 

on the diflereuce of air, preferring that of the country in which ho 
was born to any climate under the sun. “AVere you ever in Glou¬ 
cestershire ‘i ” said he to Peregrine, who replying in the negative, 
he thus went on; “I have got a house there, Where 1 should bo 
glad to see you. Let us go down together during the Easter holi¬ 
days : 1 can promise you good country faro and wholesome exer¬ 
cise ; for T have everything within myseflf, and as good a pack of 
fox-hounds as any in the throe kingdoms. J sha'n’t pretend to 
expatiate upon the elegance of tlie house, which, to be sure, is an 
ol(l building ; and tliese, you know, are generally cold, and not 
very convenient. 13ut, curse the house ! the dirty acres about it 

are tho thing ; and a d-d fine parcel they are, to be sure. If 

my old grandmother was dead—she can’t live another season, for 
she’s turned of fourscore, and <]uito ivoni out : nay, as for that 
m.attor, f believe T have got a letter in my pocket, giving an 
account of her being despaired of by tho doctors. Let me see— 
No, d-it. I left it r.t homo in tho pocket of another coat,” » 

Pickle, who, from the begitmirig of this harangue, saw its ten¬ 
dency, seemed to yield the ipost serious attention to what he said ; 
breaking in upon it, every now and then, with tho interjections. 
Hum ! ha ! tho deuce ! and several civil questions, from wmioh the 
other conceived happy omens of success; till perceiving they had 
advanced as far as the passage into St. James’s, the mischievous 
youth interrupted him all at once, saying, “I see you aix) for the 
end of tho walk ; this is my way.” With these w^ords he took his 
leave of tho sannterer, wlio would have delayed his retreat, by 
calling to him aloud, that Re had not yet described the situation of 
liis castle. But Peregrine, without stopping, answered in the same 
tone, “Another time will do as well;” and in a moment disap¬ 
peared, leaving the projector very much mortified with his disap- 
jxiintnient; for his intention was to close the description with a 
demand of twenty pieces, t.o ho repaid out of the first remittance 
he should receive from Ins estate. 

It would have been well for our hero, had he always acted with 
tho same (circumspection; hut ho had his unguarded moments, in 
which he*foll a prey to tho unsuspectipg integnty of his own heart. 
There was a person among the number of his acquaintances, whose 



A CAUTIOUS TRUSTEE. 


476 


ConvorBafcion he particularly relished, because it was frank, agrees 
able, and fraught with many sensible observations upon the cruft 
and treachery of mankind. This gentleman had made a shift to 
disperse a very genteel fortune, though it was spent with taste and 
reputation ; and now he was reduced to'his shifts for the mainte¬ 
nance of his family, which consisted of a wife and child. Not that 
ho was destituic of the necessaries of life, bein^ comfortably sup¬ 
plied by tiie bounty of his friends ; but this w^as a provision not at 
all suited to his inclination ; and he had endeavoured, by divers 
unsuccessful schemes, to retrieve his former independency. 

Peregrine happened one evening to bo sitting alone in a coffee¬ 
house, whpre ho overheard a conversation between this schemer 
and another gentleman touching an affair that engaged his atten¬ 
tion. The stranger had been left trustee for fifteen hundred 
pounds, borjucathed to the other’s daughter by an aunt, and was 
strongly solicited to pay llie money to tlio child’s father, who 
assured him, he "liad then an opportunity to lay it out in such a 
manner as wdtild greatly conduce to the advantage (d his family. 
The trustee reminded him of the nature of his charge, which made 
him accountable for the money, until the charge should have 
attained the age of eighteen ; but at. the same time gave him to 
understand, that if he could pi-oeuro such security as w'ould indem¬ 
nify him from the consequences, he would forthwith pay the legacy 
into his hands. To this proposal tho father roi«liod, that it was 
not to be supposed he would risk tho fortune of his only child uiion 
any idle scheme or precarious issue ; and therefore he thought it 
reasonable, that he should Iiave tho use of it in the mean time ; 
and that, as to security, ho was loath to trfiublo any of his friends 
about an affair which might be coiuproinihcd witliout their inter¬ 
position ; observing, that he w'ould in^t look upon Jiis condescension 
as a favour, if obtained by a security, on which ho could borrow 
the same sum from any usurer in tow». 

After much importunity on one side and evasion on the other, 
the moneyed gentleman told him, that though ho would not sur¬ 
render the sum deposited in his hands for tho use of his daughter, 
he would lend him what he should have occasion for, in the mean 
time ; and if, upon her being of age, he should bo able to obtain 
her concurrence, the money should be placed to her account, pro¬ 
vided he could find any person of credit who would join with him 
in a bond, for the assurance of the lender. This proviso was an 
obstniction which the other wmuld not have been able to surmount 
without great difficulty, had not his cause been espoused by our 
hero, who thought it was a ])ity a man of honour and understanding 
should suffer in liis principal concerns on such a paltry considera¬ 
tion. He therefore, presuming on his acquaintance, interposed in 
the conversation as a friend, who int,ercsted himself in the affair; 
and, being fully informed of the particulars, offered himself as a 
security for the lender. This gentleman, being a stranger to 
Peregrine, was next day made acquainted with his fulhds } aiid, 
without further scruple, accommodated his friend with one 
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thousand pounds, for which he took their bond, payable in six 
months, though he pi’otested that the money should never bo 
demanded until the infant should be of age, unless some accident 
should happen which he could not then foresee. Pickle believed 
this declaration sincere, because he could have no interest in dis- 
Bomblmg : but what ho chiefly depended upon, for his own security, 
w'as the integrity and confidence of the borrower, who assured him, 
that, happen what would, he should be ablo to Btan'd bet\veen him 
and all danger; the nature (jf his plan being such, as would infal¬ 
libly treble the sum in a very few months. 

In a little time after this transaction, writs being issued out for 
electing a new parliament, our adventurer, by the advice of his 
patron, went into the country, in order to canvass for h borough, 
and lined his pockets with a competent share of bank-notes for the 
(jccasion. But in this project he unfortunately liappened to inter¬ 
fere with the interest vi a great family in the opposition, who, for 
a long series of years, had made members for that' place ; and wore 
now so much olFendod at the intrusion of our youtig gentleman, 
that they threatened to spend ton thousand pounds in frustrating 
his design. This menace was no other than an incitement to 
1‘eregriuo, who confided so much in his own intluonce and address, 
that he verily believed he sliould bo ablo to baffle his grace, oven 
in his own territories. By that victory he hoped to establish his 
reputation and interest with tlio minister, who, through the 
recommendation of his noble friend, countenanced hb cause, and 
would have been very well ifleascd to sec one of his greatest enemies 
sLifler such a disgraceful ovortluow, which would have, moreover, 
in a great iiicasuro, sliaken Ins credit with his faction. 

Our hero, intoxicated with the ideas of pride and ambition, put 
all his talents to the test in the execution of this project. Ko 
spared no expense in treating the electors ; but finding himself 
rivalled, in this rosjiect, liy- liis competitor, who was powerfully 
supported, ho had recourse to those qualifications in which he 
tliought himself superior. He made balls for tho ladies, visited 
the matrons of the corporation, adapted himself to their various 
humours with surprising facility, drank with those who loved a 
cherishing cup in private, made love to tho amorous, prayed with 
tho religious, gossiped with those ivlio dcliglitod in scandal, and 
with great sagacity contrived agreeable presents to them all. This 
was the most ettectual imiUiod of engaging such electors, as were 
under the influence of their wives. As for tho rest, he assailed 
thorn in tlicir own way, setting W'liole hogsheads of boor and wine 
.abroach for the benefit of all comers ; and into those sordid hearts 
that liquor would not open, he found means to convey himself by 
tho help of a golden key. 

While he thus exerted himself, his antagonist was not idle; his 
age and infirmities would not permit him to enter personally into 
their parti-as ; but his stewards and adherents bestirred themselves' 
with great industry and perseveraneq. The market for votes ran 
BO higli, that Pickle’s ready money was exhausted before the day 
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of elocfcion ; and he was obliged to write to his patron an account 
of the dilemma to which he was reduced ; entreating him to take 
such speedy measures, as would enable him to finish the busincBa 
which he had so hap]>ily begun, This^ nobleman communicated 
the circumstances of the case to tho minister, and in a day or two 
our candidate bmnd credit with the receiver-general of the county, 
who lent him twelve huiidrc<l jiounds on his personal note, fiayable 
on demand. By means of this new supply, ho managed matters 
ar» successfully, that an evident majority of votes w'as secured in 
his interest ; and nothing could have ohsfructed his election, liad 
not the noble jicer wlio set up his coinpelitor, in order to avoid tho 
shame aruliiuortilication of being foiled in his own hovough, oftcred 
to compromise the affair with his honour, by giving up two mem¬ 
bers ill another place, provided tho opposition should cease in his 
own cor])oration. This pr<-[i:'Sal w'as gveedly embraced. On tho 
eve of the election. Peregrine received ah intimation from his 
patron, dcsiriiiff him to quit his pretension.^, on pain of his and the 
miiiistor’s displeasure ; and promisiug that he should be ch oted 
for another iilace. 

No otlior disappointment in life could have given him such 
chagrin as he felt at tho receipt of tliis tantalizing order, by which 
tlic cup of success Avas smitched from his lip, and all the vanity of 
his ambitious hojie Inniiblod in the dust. Ifo cursed the whole 
chain of his court connections, inveighed ivith great animosity 
against tho rascwdly scheme of politics to which he was sacrificed, 
and, in conclusion, swore he wouhi not give up the fruits of his 
own address for tho ideasure of any minister upon eaith. This 
laudable resolution, however, Avas rendered niefiectual by his friend 
the receiver-general, who was bearer of the message, and, after 
having in vain endeavoured to i)orsu.ado him to submission, fairly 
arrested him upon the spot for tne money ho h.'ul advanced; this 
expedient being performed by virtue df a w rit wdiich he had been 
advised to take out, in case the young man should prove refractory. 

The reader, wlm, by this time, must bo pretty w^ell acfiuaintcd 
with tho disposition of our adventurer, may easily conceive how 
he relished this adventure. At first, all the faculties of his soul 
were swallowed up in astonjjihmeut and indignation ; and some 
minutes elapsed before his nerves w'ould obey the impulse of bis 
r.agc, which manifested itself in such an ajiplication to the temples 
of tlic plaintiff, as laid him sprawding on tho floor. This assault, 
which was committed in a tavern, whither he Iiad been purposely 
decoyed, attracted the regard of the bailiff and his followers, wdio, 
to the nimiber of four, rushed upon him at once, in order to over¬ 
power him ; but •his wrath inspired him Avith such additional 
strength and agility, that he disengaged himself from them in a 
trice, aSnd, seizing a poker, which was the first weapon that pre¬ 
sented itself to his hand, exercised it upon their skulls with 
incredible dexterity and execution. The officar himselL^who had 
been the first that presumed* to lay violent hands upon him, felt 
the first effects of his fury, in a blow upon the jaws, in consequence 
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of which he lost three of his teeth, and fell athwart tlio body of the 
receiver, with which he formed the figure of a St. Andrew’s cross: 
one of hia inyrmidons, seeing the fate of his chief, would not ven¬ 
ture to attack the victor in front, but, wheeling to one side, made 
an attempt upon him in 'flank, and was received obliquely by our 
hero’s left hand and foot, so masterly disposed to the right side of 
his leg, and the loft side of his nock, that ho bolted head foremost 
into the chimney, whore hia chin was encountered by the grate, 
whicli, in a moment, seared liirn to the bone. The rest of the 
detaohinont dul not think proper to maintain the dispute, but, 
evacuating the room with great expedition, locked the door on the 
outside, and bellowed aloud to the receiver’s servants, beseeching 
thorn to come to the ivssistance of their master, who was in danger 
of hia life. 

Moaiiwliilo this gentleman, having recollected himself, demanded 
a parley, whicli having with difficulty obtained of our incensed 
candidate, in consequence of the most submissive application, he 
coinplained grievously of the young gentleman’s int'6mporaiice and 
heat of disposition, and very calmly represented the danger of Ids 
rashness and iiidiscretuni. lie told him that nothing could bo 
more outrageous or idle than the resistance he had made against 
the laws of Ids country, because he would find it imiiractieable to 
withstand the whole executive power of the county, which he could 
o.asily raise to apjirehond ami secure him ; that, over and above the 
disgrace tliat would accrue to him from this imjniident conduct, he 
w'ould knock his own interest on the head by disobliging his friends 
in the administration, who were, to his knowledge, at present very 
well disposed to do him service ; that, for his own part, what he 
had done was by the expiess order of his superiors, and not out of 
any desire of distressing him ; and that, far from being his ononty, 
notwithstanding tho shocking ftisult he had sustained, he was 
ready to withdraw the writ provided ho would listen to any reason¬ 
able terms of accommodation. 

Peregrine, who was not more ])rono to anger than open to con¬ 
viction, being appeased by his condescension, moved by bis argu¬ 
ments, and chid by his own reflection for what he had done in the 
preci[iitaUon of his wrath, began to give ear to his remonstrances; 
and the bailiffs being ordered to withdraw, they entered into a 
conference, tho result of which was our adventurer’s immediate 
departure for Londou ; so that next day his competitor was unani¬ 
mously chosen, because nobody appeared to oppose his election, 
Tho discontented Pickle, on his arrival in town, went directly to 
tho house of his patron, t(» whom, in the anguish of hia disappoint¬ 
ment, he bitterly complained of the treatment he had received, by 
which, besides the disgrace of hia overthrow, ho was no loss than 
two thousand pounds out of pocket, exclusivo of the debt for which 
lie stood engaged to the receiver. His lordship, who was prepared 
for this fHipostulation, on his knowledge of the young man’s impe¬ 
tuous temper, answered all the articles of his charge with great 
deliberation, giving him to understand the motives that inouoed 
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the minister to quit his interest in that borough, and soothing him 
with assurances that his loss would bo amply rewarded by his 
honour, to whom he was next day introduced by this nobleman in 
tho warmest style of recommendation. The minister, who w^as a 
pattern of complaisance, received him witJi the nmst engaging 
afiability ; thanked him very kindly for his endeavours to support 
and strci)gj;lieu«tho interest of the adminJstratkm ; and faithfully 
promised to lay hold on the first oj)portunity to exjutiss the sense 
he had of his zeal and attachment; desiring to .see him often at his 
levee, that in the nmltiplicity of business he might not be in dangei’ 
of forgetting Jiis services and desert. 

■ » - 

rn.ir. XC.—PeroRrlne comincncps Minister’s Pcpcndpiit -Mc'cts by Accident with Mrs. 

Gauntlet, and descen ^ladimlly In the Condition of Llfo. 

Tins reception, fafourable as it wa.s, did not please Peregrine, who 
had too much (Mseernment to be cajoled with gonor/d promises, at 
u time when he thought himself entitled to tlie most [lartir.ular 
assurance ; ho accordingly signitied his disgust to liia introductor, 
giving him to understand that ho liad laid his account with being 
chosen representative of one of those boroughs, for which he had 
been sacrificed. His lordsbip agreed to the reasonableness of his 
expectation, observing, however, that ho could not suppo.so the 
minister would enter upon business with him on his first visit, and 
that it would bo time enough at his next audience to communicate 
his demand. Notwithstanding this remonstrance, our hero con¬ 
tinued to indulge his suspicion and cliagrin, an^l oven made a iioinfc 
of it with his patron, that bis lordshii) should next day make appli¬ 
cation in his behalf, lo.st tlio two seat.s should bo filled up, on pre¬ 
tence of his inclinations being iivknown. Thus importuned, my 
lord went to his principal, and returning willi an answer, importing 
that his honour was extremely sorry that lllr. I'ickle had not signi¬ 
fied his request before the boroughs in question were promised to 
two gentlemen whom he could not now disapjioint with any regtird 
to his own credit or interest; but as aovoral persons who would 
be chosen were, to his certain knowledge, very aged and infinn, he 
did not doubt that there would ho j)leiity of vacant seats in a very 
shoit time, and then the young gentleman might depend upon his 
friendship. 

Peregnne was so much irritated at tins intimation, that, in the 
first transports of his anger, he forgot the respect ho ow'cd to his 
friend, and in his jirosonco inveighed against tho minister as a 
person devoid of gr^ititudo and candour ; protesting that, if over an 
opportunity should offer itself, ho w’ould spend the whole remains 
01 his fortune in opposing his mcasuies. The nobleman, having 
given him time to exhaust the impetuosity of his passiop, rebuked 
him very calmly for his disrespectful expressions, which we*e equally 
injurious and indiscreet; assured him that this Jirojeot of Revenge, 
if ever put in execution^ wouli redound to his own prejudice and 
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confusion ; nnd advised him to cultivate and improve, with patience 
and assiduity, the footing ho had already obtained in the minister’s 
good graces. 

Our hero, convinced of^ the truth, though not satisfied with the 
occasion of liis admonitions, took his leave in a fit of sullen discon’ 
tent, and began to ruminate upon the shattered posture of his affairs. 
All that now remained of the ample fortune lie had inherited was 
the sum ho had deposited in liis lordship’s hands, together with 
fifteen hundred pounds ho had ventured on bottomry, and the gar¬ 
rison, which he had left for the use and accommodation of the 
lieutenant; and on the per contm side of his account Ire was debtor 
for the supply ho had received from the receiver-general, and the 
money for which ho was bound in behalf of his friend ; so that he 
found himself, for the first time in his life, very much embarrassed 
in his circumstances ; for, of the first half-year's interest of his ten 
thousand, which was punctually paid, he had but fourscore pounds 
in bank, without any prospect of a further supply till the other 
term, whicli was at the distance of four long months. He seriously 
reflected njion the uncertainty of human affairs ; the ship with his 
fifteen hundred pounds might be lost; the gentleman for whom ho 
was security might miscarry in this as well as in his former projects ; 
and the minister might one day, through policy or displeasure, exi)oso 
him to the mercy of liis dependent, wlio was in possession of his 
notes. 

These suggestions did not at all contribute to the ease of our ad¬ 
venturer’s mmd, already ruffled by his disappointment. He cursed 
his own folly and extravagance, by wliicli he was reduced to sucli 
an uncomfortable situation. lie comi)ared his own conduct with 
that of some young gentlemen of his acquaintance, who, while he was 
squandering away tile best part^of liis inheritance, had improved 
their fortunes, strengthened their interests, and increased their 
reputation. He was abandoned by his gaiety and good-humour, his 
c<mntenance gradually contracted itself into a representation of 
seventy and care, ho dropped all his amusements and the com¬ 
panions of his pleasure, and turned his whole attention to the 
minister, at whose levco ho never failed to appear. 

While he thus laboured in the wh^il of dependence, with all that 
mortification which a youth of his pride and sensibility may bo sup¬ 
posed to feel from^ suoli a ilisagrccable necessity, he one day heard 
himself called by name, as he crossed the park; and,- turning, 
perceived the wife of Captain Gauntlet with another lady. He no 
sooner recognised the kind Sophy, than he accosted her with his 
wonted civility of friendship ; but his former sprightly air was meta¬ 
morphosed into such austerity, or rather dejection of feature, that 
she could scarce believe her own eyes ; and, in her astonishment, 
“Is it possible,” said she, “that the gay Mr. Pickle should be so 
much altered in such a short space of time ? ” He made no other 
reply to ^his exclamation, but by a languid smile; and asked how 
long she had been in town ; observing, that he would have paid his 
compliments to her at her own lodgings, had he been favoured with 
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fclic least intiDiaUuii of lier .arrival. After having’ I hanked him for 
his iioiitouess, she told him it iv.aa not owing to any abatement (if her 
friendshi]) and esteem for him that .she liad omitted to give him 
that notice; but his alirupt depaTtur^ from Windsor, and the 
manner in which he quitted Mr. Gauntlet, liad given her just 
grounds to believe that tliey had incurred hia di.sple.asuro ; wliich 
snspicioi^ wasceinforced by his long silence and neglect from that 
period to the present tunc. fSho observed, it ivas still further con- 
iivined by liis forbearing to inquire for Emilia and her brother : 
“Judge, tin'll," .s.aid she, “if 1 had any reason to believe that you 
would be pleased to hoar that I w'as in town. However, I will not 
detain > oil at ])resent, liec.iuso you .'.eem to }>c engaged about some 
particular business ; but if you will favour me with your eomiiany at 
breakfast to-morrow, 1 sliall be nnieli jdoased, an'd honoured toboiit, 
by tlie vLsit.’’ So saying, gave him a diroi'lion to luu- lodgings, 
and ho tocik his, leave, with a faithful promi.se of seeing her at the 
aiipoiiitc'd time. 

Il«! w;is vt;rv mueh atleeled with this advance of Sophy, vvhb*h ho 
eoiisideicd as an inst.ince of her nneommon sweetness of temper ; ho 
felt .strange longings of returning friendshiji towards Godfrey ; and 
the lenionilu’anee of Emilia luelteu his heart, already softciu'd with 
grief and inortLlication. .Next day ho did not negleet. his engage 
ment, and had the plcfisuro of enjoying a long eouversatiou with this 
sensible yimiig lady, who gave liini to understand that her husband 
vva.s with his regiment, and ju’esented to liim a fine boy, the first- 
fniits of tlu'ir love, whom they had cliristi'iied by tlio namo (»f 
IViegriiie, in ineuiory of the frieudsliii) which liad subsisted between 
Godfrey .ind our youth. 

This proof of their regartl, notwith-standing the interrujit ion in 
flieir corres])ondeiico, made a deep inqiression upon the mind of 
*)ur adventurer, who, having mUde the warmest .aeknowlcdgments 
for tlii-s undeserved mark of respect, #(»ok the child in his arms, and 
ahiio.st devoured him with ki.sscs, protesting, before God, that he 
should always eonwider him with the tenderness (>f a parent. This 
was the highest complmienb he could jiay to the gentle Sojiliy, who 
again kindly chid him for his disdainful and preeijiitate retreat imme¬ 
diately after her marriage' ; and expressed an eainesb de.siro of seeing 
him and the captain reconciled. He assured her, nothing could giv'e 
him greater satisfaction than such an extent, to whicJi ho would con¬ 
tribute aU that lay in his power, though he could not help looking 
upon himself as injuiod by Captain Gauntlet’s behaviour, which 
demoted a suspicion of liia honour, a.s well as contempt for his under¬ 
standing. The lady undertook for the conce.ssion of her liushand, 
w’lio, she told him, had been extremely sorry for his own heat, after 
Mr. Pickle’s departure, and wamld have followed luni to tlio garrison, 
in order to solicit his forgiveness, Iiiul he not been restrained by 
certain punctilios, occasioned by some acrimonious expressions that 
droppeti from Peregrine at the inn. . 

After liaving cleared up .this misunderstanding, she jiroccedcd 
to give an account Emilia, whose behaviour, at that juncture, 
• 2 u 
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plainly indicated a continuance of affection for her first lover ; and 
desired that he wt)uld give her full pt)Wor8 to bring that matter 
alsfi to an acconiiuodation : “for I am not more certain of my own 
existence,” said slie, “than that you are still in possession of iny 
sister’s heart.” A.t this declaration, the tear started in hia eye; 
but lie shook his liead, and declined her good oflices, wishing that 
the young lady might bo much more happy tlian evo^ he ^hould be 
able to make her. 

Mrs. (xauntlet, confounded at the.so expressions, and moved by 
the desjxjuding manner ni which they were delivered, begged to 
know if any new obstacle was raised, by some late clvmge in his 
BcntiinenU or situation ; and lie, in order to avoid a painful ex¬ 
planation, told her that he had long despaired of being able to 
vanquish Euiilia’a resentment, and fur tliat reason quitted the 
pursuit, wliich ho would never renew, how'S(jever his heart might 
suffer by tluit resolution ; though lie took Ifeavcu to witness, that 
his love, esteem, and admiration of her, were not* in the least im¬ 
paired ; but Hie (rue motive of his laying aside lus (ife-sign, was the 
eoiiseiousness of his decayed fortune, which, hy adding to the sensi¬ 
bility of liis pride, increased tlie luu-ror of another repulse. She ex¬ 
pressed her coiioeru for this detorniination, both on his own account, 
and ill behalf of Emilia, whose ha])]*iiios3, in her opinion, depended 
upon Ins constancy and affection : and she would liave questioned 
him more miuuiely about the state of his affairs, hail not he 
discour.aged tlie impiiry by socking to introduce another subject of 
con versa! ion. 

After nmtu.al protestations of friondship and regard, ho promised 
to visit her often during her rosidenco in town ; and took his leave 
in a strange perplexity of mind, occasioned hy the images of love in¬ 
truding upon the remoustrances of carkiug care, lie had some time 
ago forsaken those extravagant cofiipanions with whom ho had rioted 
in tho heyday of his fortimix, and begun to consort with a graver 
and more sober sjiocies of Jicquairitrmco ; hut he now found himself 
disabled from cultivatirig the society of these also, who were men of 
ample estates and liber.il disi>ositions, in cousequenee of which, their 
parties were too expensive for the consumptive stale of his finances; 
so that he was obliged to descend to anotlier degree, and mingle 
with a set of old bachelors and youngSr brothers, who subsisted on 
slender aiinuicies, or what i.s called a bare competency in tho public 
funds. This association w^as composed of second-hand politicians 
and minor critics, wlio in tho forenoon saunter in the Mall, or lounge 
at shows of pictures, appear in the drawing-room onco or twice a 
week, dino at an ordinary, decide disfuites in a coffee-house with an 
air of superior intelligcnco, frequent the pit of tJiG playhouse, and 
onco in a month spend an evening with some noted actor, whose re¬ 
markable sayings they repeat for the entertainment of their ordinary 
friends. 

After aP', he fouiu^ something comfortable enough in tho company 
of these gentlemen, who never interested his passions to any viplonco 
of transport, or teased him with impertim^nt curiosity about his 
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private affairs ; for though many of them had maintjuiiod a very 
long, close, and friendly correspondence with each oilier, they never 
dreamt of inquiring into particular concerns ; and if one of the two 
who were most intimately connected Iwwl been asked how the other 
made shift to live, he would have answered, with great b'uth, 
“Really, tliab is more than I know.” Notwithstanding this phleg¬ 
matic indifference, which is of the true English jirodnotion, they were 
all inoffen'feivc, good-natured people, wlio loved a joke and a song, 
delighted in tolling a nieny story, and i»ridcd thojiiselvcs in the 
art of catering, especially in the articles of lish, venison, and w’ild- 
fowl. 

i 

Our young gentleman was not received among them on the fo(it- 
iiig of a common niemher, who niake.s intere.sl. for his admis.sicm ; 
ho was courted as a iiersou of superior genius and iniportanco, and 
his compliance looked upnn as an honour to tlieir society. This 
their idea of his pre-eminence was supp(»rtcd by his conversation, 
which, while it A.as more liberal and learned Ihau that to which 
they had heeif accustomed, was tinctured with an assuming air, 
so agrocahly diffused, that, in.stead of producing aversion, it emn- 
maiided respect. They not only appealed to lam in all doubts re¬ 
lating to foreign parts, to which one and all of them were strangers, 
bub also consulted his knowledge in hisLovy and divinity, winch 
were fi’Ciiuently the topics of t-heir debates ; and m pootiy i»f all 
kinds he decided W'ith such magisterial aulliority, as even weigho<l 
against the opinions of the players themselves. 'J’lu* variety of 
characters he had seen and observed, and the high Hphere.s of life 
in which he had so lately moved, furnished him with a thousand 
entertaining anecdotes. When he bec'june a little familiarized to 
his disappointment's, so tlnit his nataival vivacity began to revive, 
lie flashed among them in such a ninuber of In-ight sallies, as struelc 
them with admiration, and conaiituted liimsolf a clas-sic in wit ; 
insomuch that they began to retail hi^ remnants, and even invited 
some particular friends to come and hear Iniu hold forth. Guo of 
the players, who had for many years strutted about the taverns in 
the neighbourhood of Cuveiit Garden, as the Grand Turk of wdt 
and humour, began to find his admirers melt away; and a certain 
petulant physician, w’ho had shone at almost all the Port-clubs in 
that end of the town, was aclwally obliged to import his talents into 
the city, where ho has now happily taken rofit. 

Nor i|fas this success to be wondered ..t, if we consider tliat, over 
and above his natural genius and edueation, our adventurer .still 
had the opportunity of know'ing everything which happened 
among the great, by means of his friend Cadwallader, with 
wlioin ho still -mj^ntained his former intimacy, thongli it was now 
chequered with many occa.sioiial tiffs, owing to the saicastic 
remonstrances of the misanthrope, who disappj'ovod of those 
schemes which miscarried with Peiegriiio, ami now' took unseason¬ 
able methods of valuing himself upon his ow n foresigliit; way, he 
was, between whiles, like a raven, croaking'*i>rcsages eff more ill 
luck^ from the deceit of the ministor, the dissimulation of liis 
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p itroTi, the folly of the projector for whom he was hound, the 
uncertainty of the seas, and the villainy of those with whom he 
li!ul intrusted his cash : for Crabtree saw and considered every¬ 
thin'; throuj^h a perspective of spleen, that always reliected the 
wor.it side of human nature. For tlie.so reasons our young gentle¬ 
man began to bo disgusted, at certain intervals, with the character 
of this old man, whom he now thought a morose cynic, nob 
HO much jiieonsed airaiiist the follies and vices of mankind as 

o 

•leliglited with the distress of his fellow-creatures. Thus he put 
(ho most unfavourable construction on the principles of his friend, 
becau.su he found liimself justly fallen under the lash of his ani- 
m.adveriioii. This self-accusatiou very often dissolves ithe closest 
frieudsliip : a man, eon.sciou.s of his own iiidi.scretiou, is implacably 
ollended at (he rectitude of lii.s comjiauion’s conduct, which he 
comidor.-i as an insid(. upon hi.s faihng.s, never to l)o forgiven, even 
(lioiigh ho has not lasted (he birlerness of re]iroof,. which no .sinner 
iMu commodiondy dige.sb. The friend,shi]), therefore, sub.sistiug 
between (hvibl le 1 and Ihcldo had of late suil'ered several sym])- 
toiu'Uic shoe];-’., that seemed to ])rogiios(icate a tolal dissolution: a 
great d.ial of smart dialogue had jiassed in th.oir private con¬ 
versations, and the senior began to nspeut of having placed 
his conJidenco in such an im])rudeiit, headstrong, inigovornahle 
youth. 

li was ill .such [lai'oxy.sins of di.spleasure, (hat he prophesied 
misfi^rtune to Peregrine, and even told him, one morning, that ho 
had dreamed of the .shiinvreck of the two Kasl-Tudiarnen, on boaiil 
of which lie h;id h.'wardcd lii.s money. But thi.s was no other than 
a false vi. 4 ion ; for in a fcAv weeks one of them arrived at her 
moornig .4 in the riviT, and he received a Ihonsand in lieu of eight 
hundreil i>ounds which he had lent upon bond to one of the mates; 
at tlie same time ho was informed, that the other ship, in which 
he was coiieerned, had in all jirohalnhty lo.st her pa,s.sage for the 
season, by being iinablo to weather tlie Cape, lie was not at all 
concerned :it that piece of lunv.s, knowing, that the longer he should 
lie out of Ills money, ho would liave the more intore.sb to receive ; 
and, (iuding his ])resent diirioiiltios removed by this supply, his 
lieaib began to dilate, and his countenance to resume its former 
alacrit.y. Thi.s state of oxiiltation, however, was soon interrujited 
by a small accident, Avhieji ho could not foresee : ho was visited 
one morning liy the person wdio liad lent his friend a. Uiousand 
])ouuds on hi.s securi(,y, and given to nudorstand that the borrower 
bad absconded, in consequenco of a disa]ipointmcnt, by which ho 
bail lost the whole sum, and all hojies of retrieving it; so that our 
hero w'as now liable for the debt, which ho bostuight him to dis- 
<•11 irge according to the bond, that he, liie leiidei', might not sutter 
by Ins luimaiuty. It may be easily conceived that Peregrine did 
not receive this intelligenco in cold blotid: he cursed hiyown 
milirndoiifV, in contracting such engagements with an adventurer 
whom lie did not sufticiontly know. He exclaimed against the 
treachery of the projector ; and, having for %ome time indulged his 
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resentiment in threats and imprecations, inquired into the nature 
of the scheme which had miscarried. 

The lender, who had informed himself of the whole afi’air, 
gratilied his curiosity m this particiilaiii by telling him that the 
fugitive had been cajoled by a certain knight of the jiost, who 
undertook to manage the thousand pounds in* .such a manner as 
would, in*a voty little time, make liiin perfectly independent; and 
thus he delineated the jdan : “One luilf of the sum,” said ho, 
“shall bo laid out in jewels, wliich 1 will pawn to certain jKU'sons 
of credit and fortune, wlio lend money upon such pledges at an exor¬ 
bitant interest * the other shall bo kept for leiicviug them, so tlnit 
tJiey may fee again deposited with a s(?coiul sot of those lioiunirablo 
usuTer.s ; and when they shall have been oiivulated in this manner 
through a variety of hands, we will oxt<trt money from each of the 
jiawnbrokei's, by throatening liu iii with a jjLibllc ]>rob( enlion for 
exacting illegal uitcrest; and 1 know (hat they will blood frocly, 
rather than lai exposed to tho infamy atioiuhng siioli an actnsa- 
tion.” The sclienie was feasible ; and, (bough not very liomin able, 
made such an impicssion ujion tliu needy iwn rinver, (lia( he af-sented 
to the proposal; and, by uur hen's credit, tlie momy w’as rainxl. 
The jcw’cls were accordingly jnuvhased, pa%vno,d, veliovcd, .and 
replcdged by the agent, avho undci'(.ook to manage tho Avlmle 
affair ; and so judichnisly avas the ]H’(ijoct exoeutod, that he could 
have easily proved each lender guilty i>f (he charge. Having thu.s 
far successfully transacted the business, (his f.iithful agent visited 
them severally on his own accouid., to give (bcin intiination that 
his euqiloyer intended to sue them on (lie st/ituto of usury; upon 
which, every one, for himself, bribed the informer to wdthdv.'nv his 
evidence, by which alone he eouhl lie convicteil ; and having 
received these gratificatbm.s, ho luid (honght proper to retreat into 
France witli the whole booty, inuuding (lie original thousand that 
put them in motion. In conseipienfe of this decanipinent, (lie 
borrower had withdrawn himself ; so that tho lender was obliged 
to have recourse to his security. 

This was a very mortifying account to our young gontlenian, 
Avhq in vain reminded tho narrator of liLs promise, importing, that 
ho would not demand tho njoney until he should bo called to an 
account by his w’ard; and observed, that, long beRtni that iieriod, 
the fugitive might appear and discharge the debt. Dut the other 
was deaf to these remonstrances ; alleging that his jiroinise Avas 
provisional, on tho supposition that the borrower Avould deal can¬ 
didly and fairly ; that lie had forfeited all title to his frieiulship 
and trust, by the scandalous scheme iu which he bad embarked ; 
and that his trearfierous flight from his security aasis n.> proof of 
his honesty and intended return; but, on tho contrary, a Avaruing, 
by whibh he, tho lender, was taught to take care of himself, life 
therefore insisted upon his being indemnified inmie^jately, on 
pain of letting the Uav take its course ; and Peregrine aa'jIH actually 
obliged to part with the Avhole sum he had .so lately received. 
But this payment was not made without extreme reluctance, 
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indignation, and doniinciation of eternal war against the ab¬ 
sconder and the rigid creditor, betwixt whom ho suspected some 
collusion. 


■ I — 

XCr.— Ciulwallader acta thn Purt of a Comfortor to his Friend; and in his turn jg 
coTiPok-d by Feregrino, who begins to tind biuiself a most cgr(f^iuus Ifupe. 

Tins new misfortune, which ho justly charged to the account of 
his own folly, vccallod his chagrin ; and though he endeavoured 
with all his might to conceal tlie affair from the knowledge of 
Oadwallader, that prying observer perceived his countenance over¬ 
cast. The projector’s sudden disappearance alarming his suspicion, 
he managed his inquiries with so much art, that in a few days he 
made liimself :ic(p.iaiiited with every particular of the transaction, 
and vcsolvod to gratify his sidceii at the expense, of the impatient 
dupe. With this view, he took an opportiniity to a^ccost him with 
a veiy serious air, saying a friend of his had immediate occasion 
for a I housand pounds ; and as Peregrine had the exact sum lying 
by him, he would take it as a great favour if he would part with it 
for a few months on undoubted security. Had Pickle known the 
true motive of this demand, ho would in all likelihood have miide 
a very disagreeable answer ; but Crabtree had wrapjied himself up 
so securely in the dissimulation of his biatures, that the youth 
could not possibly penetrate into his intention, and in the most 
galling sus])ense replied that the money was iitherwise engaged. 
The misanthrope, not contented with this iiTitation, assumed the 
prerogative of a friend, and questioned him so rnnmtely about the 
disposal of the cash, that, after numherless evasions, which cost 
him a worhl of torture to invent^ he could contain his vexation ilo 

longer, but exclaimed, in a rage,*'“ D-your impertinence ! 'tis 

gone to the devil, and that’sVjnough.”—“Thereafter as it may be,” 
said this tiirnientor, with a most provoking indifference of aspect; 
“I should be glad to know upon what footing; for I suppose you 
have some expectation of advantage from that quarter.”—“ 'Sdeath ! 
sir,” cried the impatient ycuith, “if 1 had any exiiectatioii from 
liell, X would make iiiterost with you ; for I believe, from niy soul, 
you arc one of its most favoured niinisters upon earth.” With 
these words lie fiuug oub,.(>f the room, leaving Oadwallader veiy 
well satisfied with the chastisement he had bestowed. , * 
I*oregi‘inc, having cooled himself with a solitary walk in the 
park, during which the violence of his choler gradually evajiorated, 
and his lollectiun was called to a Serious deliberation upon the 
posture of his affairs, he resolved to redouble*hiA diligence and 
importunity with his patron and the minister, in order to obtain 
some sinecure, Avhich would indemnify him for the damage he had 
sustained on their account. He accordingly went to his lordship, 
and signibod his cUmiaiid, after having told him that he had suf'r 
fered several fresh losses, which rendered an immediate provision 
of that sorb necessary to his credit and subsistence. Ilis noble 
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friend commended him for the regard ho manifested for liia own 
interest, which he considered as a proof of his being at last detached 
from the careless inadx ertency of youth : he approved of his demand, 
which he assured him should be faitliful^ transmitted to the minis¬ 
ter, and backed witli all his influence ; and encouraged his hope 
by observing that some proliiable places were at that time vacant, 
and, so i^r as die knew, unengaged. 

This conversation helped to restore the tranquillity of Pickle’s 
breast, tliougli be still luii-bourcd resentment against Cadwallader, 
on account of the last insult ; and on the instant he f<»rmod a plan 
of revongcL. He knew the misantlu-ojio’s remittances from his 
.estate in the country had been of late very scanty, in consctpicnce 
of repairs and bankruptcic's among his tenants, so that, in spite of 
all his frugality, he had been but barely able to maintain his 
credit, and even that was t'ngaged on tlio strength of his running 
rent. Being therefore intimately acquainted witli the particulars 
of his fortune, fie wrote a letter to Cralitrco, bubscribed with the 
name of his ^irincipal farmer’s wife, impoiling that her hnsliaiid 
being lately dead, and the greatest part of her cattle destroyed by 
tlie infectious distemper, she found herself utterly incapable of 
jiaying the rent which was due, m even of keeping the farm, unless 
he would, out of his great goodness, bo jileased to give her some 
assistance, and allow her to sit free for a twelvemonth to come. 
Tliis intimation he found means to convoy by post from a market- 
town adjoining to the farm, directed in the usual stylo, to the cynic, 
■who, seeing it stamped with the known m.arks, could not jics-sibly 
suspect any imposition. 

Hackneyed .as ho w'as in the ways of life, and steeled with liis 
boasted stoicism, this epistle threw him into such an agony of 
Vexation, that a double proportion of souring was visible in his 
aspect when he w'as visited by*thc author, who, having observed 
and followed the postman at a prfijier distance, introduced a con- 
vereation ujioii his own disai)]H)intinents, in which, among other 
circumstances of his own ill-luck, he told him that his patron’s 
steward had desired to be excused from paying the last (piartcr of 
Ilia interest jirccisely at the appointed term ; for which reason ho 
shouhl be utterly void of cash, and therefore requested that Crab¬ 
tree would .accommodate hiilh with a hundred pieces out of his next 
remittance from Iho country. 

This, demand galled and perplexed t iie old man to such a degree, 
that the muscles of his face assumed a contraction peculiarly viru¬ 
lent, .and exhibited the character of Diogenes with a most lively 
expression : he know that a confession of his true situation would 
funiish Pickle with an opportunity to make reprisals upon him 
with mfcolerablo triunqih, and that by a downright refusal to’eupply 
his wants, he would for ever forfeit his friendsliqi and esteem, and 
might provoke him to take ample vengeance for his sordid beha¬ 
viour, by exposing him, in his native ooloura, to the- resentment 
of those whom lie had so long deceived. 'These coflsiderations 
"kept him some time.in a most rancorous state of suspense, which 
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Pore^ritio afFecfcod to misinterpret, hy bidding him freely declare his 
suspicion, if ho did not think it safe to comply with liis request, 
and ho would make shift elsewhere. 

Tliis seeming misconstruction increased the torture of the inisan- 
thropo, who, with the utmost irritation of feature, “ Oons !” cried 
he, ‘‘ what villainy have you noted in my comlucb that you treat me 
like a rascally usurer Peregrine very gravely replied that the 
rpiestioii needed no answer; “for,” said he, “liaal considered 
you as a usurer, 1 would have come with a security under my arm ; 
but, all evasion apart, will you stead mo ?—will you jdeasure me ? 
—shall 1 have tlie money?’’—“ Would it were in your belly, Avith 
a barrel of gunpowder!” exclaimed the enraged cynic; ‘‘since 1 
must bo excruciated, road that jilaguy p.ipor! ’Sblood ! wliy ‘ 
didn’t nature clap a jiair of long ears and a tail upon mo, tliat 1 
might be a real ass, and cliamji thistles on some coiiinioii, indo- 
pondeut of my follow-creatures ^ Would I were a worm, that [ 
might crec]) into the earth, and thatch my habitation with <), 
single straw ; or rather a Avasji or a viper, that I miglit make the 
rasc.iUy AVitrld feel my resentment, liut why do I talk of rascality ? 
-folly, folly is the scourge of life ! (xivo me a scoundrel, so ho )>e 
a sensible one, and I Avill put him in my heart of htiarts I but 
a fool is more miscliievous than famine, pestilence, and war. 1’lie 
idiot.ical hag that Avrites, or cau.sea to bo writ, this same letter, lias 
ruined her family and broken her husband's heart by ignorance 
and mismanagement; and she im])utos lior c.'ilamily to Providence 
Avibh a vengeance ; and so 1 am defrauded «)f throe hundred pounds, 
the greatest part f)f Avlncli T owe to tradesmen, whom 1 have pro¬ 
mised to pay this very (piarter. Plague upon her ! I would she 
were a honied boast, that tin* distemper might lay hold on her. 
The beldame has the impieieiice, too, after she had brought moi 
into this dileimua, to solicit my assistance to stock the farm anew I 
Uefore (Jod, T have a good rninil to send her a halter ; and iierhaps 
I might ])nrchase anoiiier for myself, but that I AAould not furnish 
food for laughter to knaves ami coxcombs. ” 

Peregrine, having perused the billet, and listened to this ejacula¬ 
tion, I’eplied, Avith great composure, that he was ashamed to see a 
man of his years and pretensions to jihilosophy so ruffled by a 
triHc. “What signify all the boastedihardships you have over¬ 
come, ” said he, “and the shrewd observations you pretend to have 
made on human nature ? Where is that stoical indifference you 
affirm you have attained, if .such a jialtry disappointment can 
disturb you in this manner ? Wliat is the loss of three hundred 
])ouiids, coinparod with the misfortunes Avhicli 1 myself have under- 
gone Avithin those two years ? Yet you Avill take upon you to act 
the censor, awd inveigh against the impatience and impetuosity of 
youth, as if you yourself had gained an absolute conquest over all 
the passions of the heart. Vou were so kind as to insult mo 
t’other day pi my affliction, by reproaching me with indiscretion 
and miscoiniuot: .suppose T AA^erc now to retort the imputation, and 
ask how a man of your profound sagacity could leave your fortune 
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at the discretion of ignorant peasants? How could you be so 
blind as not b) foresee the necessity of repairs, together with the 
danger of bankruptcy, murrain, t»r thin crops ? Wliy did not you 
convert your land into ready money, and, as you liave no connections 
in life, jiurcliase an annuity, on which yo<! might have lived at 3/^our 
case, w'ithout any fear of the conse([uenco ? Can’t yf)U, from the 
whole budget your philo.so[>hy, cull one {i]>ophthegin to console 
you for tilts trivial mischance 'f ” 

“ Rot your rapidity ! ” said the cynic, half-choked with gall: “ if 
the cancer or the plague were in your throat, 1 should not be thus 
tormented with your tongue ; and yet a mag[)io shall sia'ak 
inliiUtely niore to the purpose. Don’t you know, j\ir. NN'iseacre, tliat 
niy case does not fall within the province of ph]lo.s<»p]iy ? llad T 
been curtailed of all my mombers, racked by the g(jut and gravel, 
deprived of liberty, robbed of an only child, or visited with the 
death of a dear fnend like you, phil(i<!ophy might have contributed 
to my cousolatiofl ; but will ['luiosopliy [lay my debts, or free me 
from the burtfteii of obligation to a set ot fellows wheiii 1 desjiise ( 
speak—pronounce—demonstrate - or may Heaven close your mouth 
for ever ! ’’ 

“ 'I'hese are the comfortable fruits of your misantbropy," an¬ 
swered the youth; “your laudalilo scheme of detaching yourself 
from the bonds c^f society, and of moving in a superior sphere of 
your OW'D. Had not you been so pecubarly sage and intent upon 
laughing at mankind, you could never have been so (.lise^uicortcd l>y 
such a pitiful inconveriicnco ; any friend would have accominodated 
you with the sum in question. Hut now the world may retort the 
laugli ; f<u' you stand upon such an agreeable fooling witli your 
accpiaiiitance, that noLliing could please them better than an ac¬ 
count of your having given disappoiut.meiit the slip, bv the lielp 
of a noose properly ap]»]ied. 'I'liis 1 mention by way of hint, ujuui 
winch 1 would have you chew the ciu^of rellectioii : and should it 
come to that issue, I will use my whole interest w’ith the coroner 
to bring in liis verdict lunacy, tliat your carcass may have Christian 
burial. ” 

So saying, he witlidrew, very well satisfied witli the revenge ho 
had taken, which operated so violently uj»on Crabtree, that if it 
had not been for tlie sole coiKidcration mentioned above, he W'oiilcl, 
in all probability, have had recourse to the remedy i)ro]iose(l. Hut 
his unwillingness to oblige and cnt.rtaiu liis follow-ci’eaturos 
hindered him from jiractising that expedient., till, by course post, 
he Avaa happily undeceived with regard to the situaliou of his 
alt'airs ; and that information had such an eft’ect upon him, that lie 
not only forgave jiur hero for 1.ho stratagem, which lie immediately 
ascribed to the right author, but also made him a tender of his 
purse.; so that matters, for the present, were brouglit to an amicable 
accommodation. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine never sLackened in his attenj;lance upon 
the great; ho never omitted to appear u[)(tii every feveo day, 
employed his industiy and penetration in getting intelligence of 
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posts that wore unfilled, and every day recommended himself to 
the good offices of liis patron, who seemed to espouse bis interest 
with groat cordiality: nevertheless, ho was always too late in his 
application, or the place he demanded chanced to be out of the 
minister’s gift. These iiVtimations, though communicated in the 
most warm professions of friendship and regard, gave great um¬ 
brage to the young gentleman, who considered them evasions 

of an insincere courtier, and loudly complained of them as such to 
his lordship, signifying at the same time an intention to sell his 
inru’tgage for ready money, which he would expend to the last 
fat+bing in thwarting his honour in the very first election he should 
patronize. His lordsliip never wanted a proper o.xhortatioii upon 
tlieso occasions : ho did not now endeavour to pacify him with 
assurances of the minister’s f.ivour, because ho perceived that these 
medicines had, by repeated use, lost their etFect upon onr adven- 
turer, whfise inenaces ho now combated, by representing that the 
minister’s purse was heavier than that of Mr. Pickle ; that, there¬ 
fore, should he make a point of opposing his intefest, the youth 
must infallibly fail in the contest ; in which case he would find 
himself utterly destitute of the means of subsistence, and conse- 
(pienMy jirecliulcd from all hope of provision. 

This was an observation, the truth of which our young gentle¬ 
man did not pretend to doubt, though it did not at all tend to the 
vindication of his honour’s conduct. Indeed, Pickle began to 
susjicct the sincerity of his own patron, who, in his opinion, had 
trifled with his im[)aticiice, and ov^en cludyd, by sorry excuses, his 
desire of having another private audience of the first mover. His 
lordslii}) also began to be less accessible than usual ; and Peregrine 
had been obliged to dun the steward with repeated demands, before 
he could linger the last (luartcr of his interest. Alarmed at theife 
considerations, ho wont and consulted the nobleman whom he had 
obliged in the affair of his fon, and had the mortification to hear 
])ut a very indiffeient character of the person in whom he had so 
long confided. This new adviser, Avho, though a courtier, was a 
rival of the other, gave our adventurer to understand, that ho had 
been leaning upon a broken rood : that his professed patron was a 
man of a shattered fortune and decayed interest, which extended 
no further than a smile and a AvhLsjicrr; that for his own part he 
sliould Iiave been proud of an ojiportunity to use his influonco with 
the minister in behalf of 'Mr. Pickle : “But since you .have put 
yourself under the protection of another peer,” siiid ho, “whoso 
connections interfere with mine, [ cannot now espouse your cause, 
without incurring the imputation of seducing that nobleman’s 
adherents ; a charge' which, of all others, I woujd moat carefully 
avoid. Hdvvever, I shall always ho ready to assist you with my 
private advice ; as a specimen of which, I now counsel you to -insist 
upon having another interview with Sir Steady Steerwell himself, 
that you may in person explain your pretensions, without any risk 
of being fhisreprosofited; and endeavour, if possible, to draw him 
into some particular promise, from which he cannot retract with 
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any regard to his reputation ; for general profession is a necessary 
armour worn by all ministers in their own defence, against the 
importunity of those wliora they will not bofriond, and would not 
disoblige, ” 

This advice was so conformable to lus own sentiments, that 
our adventurer seized the hist opportunity to demand a hearing; 
and plair^jiy tc^d his patron, that if ho could not be indulged with 
that favour, ho should look upon his lordship’s influence to be very 
small, and his own hopcjs to be altogether desperate ; in which 
case ho was resolved to dispose of the mortgage, purchase an an¬ 
nuity, and live indo[»eiuJoiit. 


Chap. Xo'Il. -Hf* is in<!uliicd with a sccoiul Aiidiani'e by the* Minister, of whose 
Smi;tTity lu; is coiiviiu'cd—Iln I’lnlo and Ani’nition l■e^ivo, and again arn moi(itli'd. 

If the young gthitleman’s money had been in other bfuids, iic’rluips 
the peer wouW have been at very litth} pains either in gratifying 
Ills demand or opposing liis revenge ; but ho knew that the sale of 
the jiiorlgage could not be eflbcted without an inquiry, to which 
ho did not wish to bo exposed ; lie therefore emjdoyod all his 
interest in procuring tlie solicited audience. This licing granted, 
Peregrine, with groat warmth and elocution, cxnatiated ujjou the 
injury his fortune had suflerod in the affair of tho borough for 
which he had stood candidate ; ho took notice of the disappoint¬ 
ment he had sustained in the other election ; reiuinded him of tho 
promises with which ho liad been amused ; and, in conclusion, 
desired to know wliat he laid to expect from bis favour. Tho 
minister, having iialieiitly heard him to an mid, replied, with a 
tiiost gracious aspoct, lliat he was very ivell informeil of his merit 
and attachment, and very nuu^i disiiosed to convince him of the 
regard which ho paid to bn1.li ; that till of late he did not know 
the nature of his expeclations, neither had ho the power of creating 
po.sts for those whom he was inclined to .serve ; but if Mr. Pickle 
would chalk out any feasible incLIiod, by which be could manifest 
his sentiments of friendship, he should not be backward in exe¬ 
cuting the plan. 

Peregrine, laying hold «n this declaration, mentioned several 
places which he know to bo vacant ; but the old evasion wa.s still 
used :.oiie of them was not in liis dcfartinent of business, another 
had boom promised to the third son of a certain carl before the 
death of the last possessor, and a third was encumbered with a 
pension' that ate up a good half of the appointments. In short, 
such obstructions were started to all his proposals as he could not 
jiosaibly surmount, though lio plainly perceived they wore no other 
than specious pretexts to cover the mortifying side of a refusal. 
Exasperated, therefore, at this lack of sincerity and**gratitude, “I 
can easily foresee,” said ho, “that such difliculties will never bo 
. wanting when I have anything to ask, and for thal reason will 
save myself the trouble of any further application.” So saying. 
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he withdrew in a very abrupt maimer, breathing deiiancu and 
revenge : but liis p.itiou, who did not think proper to drive him to 
extremities, found means to persuade his honour to do something 
for the paciheation of the young man’s oholer ; and that same 
evening our adventurer r'ecoived a message from his lordship, 
desiring to see him immodiately. 

In consoipieneo of this intimation. Pickle went to^his lynise, and 
appeared before him with a very cloudy aspect, which sigiiilied to 
whom lb might concern, that his tempiT was at present, too much 
galled to endure reproof ; and therefore the sagacious peer forbore 
taking liim to task for his behaviour during the audience lie had 
obtained ; but gave him to understand, that the minister, in 
consideration of his services, had siuit him a bank-note of three 
hundred pounds, willi a jiromise of (ho like sum yearly, until lie 
could he otherwise provided for. Tins declaration in some measure 
appeased the youth, who coudcsceuded to aoee]>l. the present; and 
next levoe-d.iy made his acknowledgment to the donor, ulio 
favoured him with a smile of infuiite com]iliiceiu'v, sVliich entirely 
dissipated all the remains of his resentment ; For, .is he could not 
possibly divine the true cause of his being tempoiiwd with, he 
looked upon this condescension as an undoubted proof of Sir 
Steady’s sincerity ; ami lirmly believed that be Avould settle him 
in some place with the tiist oiiportunity, rather than continue to 
pay this pension out of his own pocket. In all jirobability his 
jirediction wauild have been veiiliod, had not an uiifore.seen accident 
in a moment overwhelmed the barque of his interest at court. 

Monnwhilo, this .short gleam of good fortune recalled tlie ideas of 
pride ami ambition wliich ho had formeily cherished ; his coun¬ 
tenance was again lifted u]>, liis good humour retrieved, and ln.s 
mien ro-oxaltod. Imleod, he Ix'gan to be considered as a rising 
man liy his follow-dopcndent.s, wlioi saw the particular notice with 
which he was favoined at the nublic levee ; and some of them, for 
that reason, were at pains to court hi.s good grace.s. He no Ifuigor 
shunned hi.s former iul.im.ate.s, with whom a good jiart of his 
fortune had been a])cnt; but made up to them, in all places of 
public re.'iort, Avith tlie same case and f.annli.'irity as he had been 
used to express ; and even re-embarked in some of their excesses, 
upon the strength of his sanguine exi/cctatioii. Cadw'allader and 
he ronew'od their consultations in the eourh of ridicule ; and diver.s 
exploits wore achieved, to tMe confusion of those Avho had “ sailed 
into the north of their disiilcnsure.” 

But those enjoyments were s(x)n interrupted liy a misfortune 
equally fatal and unexpected : Ids noble patron was sowed with 
an aijoplecbic fit, from which he was recovered by-the physicians, 
that they might despatch him according to rule ; and in two 
months after they were called, he wont the way of all flesh. 
Peregrine was very much afflicted at this event, not only on 
account of Ip.s friendship for the deceased, to whom he thought 
himself undfcr many find great obligations, but also because he 
feared that his own interest would suffer a severe shock by the 
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removal of this nobleman, whom lie considered as its chief support. 
He put himself therefore in mourning, out of regard to tlio meniory 
of his departed friend, and cxhiliited genuine marks of sorrow and 
coiioern ; though ho liful, in reality, iiioyo cause to grieve than ho 
as yet imagined. VVlieii (luarter-day came about, ho ai^idied to 
the steward of his lordship's heir for the'interest of his money, as 
usual; ai^d th^ reader will readily own he had'S(»mo reason tt> be 
surprised, when he was told he had no claim either to principal or 
iiilercst. Tiiie it is, the manager talked very civilly as well as 
sensibly upon the subject. “ Your a])])e.irauce, sir,” ,'<aid ho to 
I’ielvh*, “siu-eeiiM you from all sus^iicion of an intendial fraud; 
l;ut the iiioitgage upon those lands you moiition was granted to 
another i>ersoii many years before you juvteiid to have lent that 
Slim ; and I have, this veiy morning, paid one ([narter's ini,crest, as 
ap]ieav3 from this receij>t, which von may jieruse for your satis¬ 
faction.” ^ 

Percgniui was so thmuh'rstnick at tliis information, which 
stri})})(>d him f»f his all, that, ho could mU, utier one word ; a cir¬ 
cumstance that did no great honour to his character, in the op inion 
of the steward, who, in good oanu’st, began to entertain sonietloubts 
of his integrity : for, among the paiiers of the deceased, which he had 
examined, there was no writing, ujcnioramlum, or receipt relating 
to this oiicumbraiice. After a long pause of stu]refaction, Peregrine 
recollected liimself so far as to observe, that, oitlier ho was 
egrugiously mistaken, or the ]jredocessor r>f his lord the greatest 
villain upon earth. “But, Mr. Whatd’j'ccallum,” said lie, “you 
must give mo leave to tell you, t,liat your bare assertion, in this 
affair, w ill by no means induce me to jnit up quietly ivith tlie loss 
of tiai thousand jxmnds. ” 

* Having tliiis ex[)re.ssed him,self, ho retired from the house so 
di.scoutontod at this demur, that'lie scarce knew whether he moved 
11)1011 his liead or his heels ; and tlic; park ehjuicing to lie in his 
w'.ay, he sauntered about, giving vent to a solihxpiy in praise of his 
dejiartod friend, the burthen of which was a siring of inooliorent 
cur.ses imprecated u))on himself ; till his trails)loils. by degrees, 
giving way to his reflection, lie delib(;raLed seriously and sorrow¬ 
fully u)Km his misfortune, and resolved to consult lawyers without 
los.s of time. Bui, first of atl, lie proposed to make personal ap])li- 
eatioii to the heir, who, by a candid representation of the case, 
might be .inclined to do him justice. Ifl conseijuence of this deter¬ 
mination, ho next morning jiut his writings in his pocket, and 
went ill a chair to the house of tlie young nobleman, to wdiom l>eing 
admitted by virtue of his ajiiaaranco, and a small gratification to 
the porter, he explained the whole ail'air, corroborating bis asser¬ 
tions with the ))aper3 which he jnodiiced, and dcstcribing the 
ilisgraco that would be oiitailod iqion the memory of the deceased, 
should he be obliged to seek redre.s3 in a public court of justice. 

Tlie executor, who was a person of good breeding, cigidoled him 
upon his loss with great good-nature, though Ho did iiot%eem much 
surprised at his account of the matter ; but wished, that, since the 
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fraud must have been oonimiitod, the damage had fallen upon the 
first mortgager, who, he said, was a thievish usurer, grown rich by 
the distresses of his fellow-creatures. In answer to our hero’s 
remonstraiiecs, ho obsei-ved, that ho did not look upon himself as 
obliged to pay tlie least rcJgard to the character of his predecessor, 
who had used him with great barbarity and injustice, not only in 
excluding him from his countenance and assistance, but also in 
prejudicing his inheritance as much as lay in his power so that it 
could not be reasonably expected that ho would pay ten thousand 
pounds of his debt, for which he had received no v'aluc. Peregrine, 
in spite of his chagrin, could nob hel]> owniing wnthin himself that 
there was a good deal of reason in this refusal. After having 
given loose to his indignation in the most violent invectives against 
the defunct, lie took hi.s leave of the complaisant heir, and had 
immediate recourse to the advice of counsel, who assured him that 
he had an excellent plea, and was accordingly retained in the 
cause. 

All these measures were taken in the first vigour «f hi.s exertion, 
dining which his spirits were so flustered with the diveisity of 
passions ])roducod by his mischance, that he mistook for e<iuaniiiiity 
that which was no other than intoxication ; and two whole days 
elapsed before ho attained a duo sense of his misfortune. Then 
indeed ho underwent a woful self-examination ; every circumstance 
of the inquiry added fresh pangs to his reflociion; and the result 
of thowliule was a discovery that his foi-tuno was totally consumed, 
and himst'lf reduced to a state of the most dejdorable dopendenco. 
This suggestion alone might, in the anguish of liis despondency, 
liave driv<iii him to some desperate course, had not it been in some 
measure <[uali(ied by the confidence of his lawyers, and the assur¬ 
ance of the minister, w'hieh, slender as the world hath generaPy 
found them, w'ero tlie only bulwarks between rniseiy and him. 

The minil is naturally pliable, and, provuled it has the least ho[)o 
to loan upon, adapts itself wonderfully to the emergencies of for¬ 
tune, especially when the imagination is gay and luxuriant. TJiis 
w'as the case with our adventurer : instead of indulging the niolan- 
choly ideas which his loss inspired, he had recourse to the flattering 
delusions of hope, soutliiiig himself W'itli unsubstantial plans of 
future greatness, and endeavouring to cover what was passed with 
the veil of oblivion. After .some hesibition, he resolved to make 
Crabtree acquainted with his misfortune, that onqe for all ho might 
pass the ordeal of his satire, without subjecting himself to a long 
series of sarcastic bints and doubtful allusions, which he could not 
endure. He accordingly took the first opportunity of telling him 
that he w'as absolutely ruined by the perfidy of his patron, and 
desired that he would not aggravate his affliction by those cynical 
remarks which were peculiar to men of his misanthropical disposi¬ 
tion. Oadwallader listened to this declaration with internal surprise, 
which, however, produced no alteration in his countenance; and, 
after somo pause, observed, that our hero had no reason to look for 
any new observation from him upon this event, which he had long 
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foreseen, and daily expected; and exhorted him, with an ironical 
sneer, to console himself with the promise of the minister, who 
would doubtless discharge the debts of his deceased bosom-friend. 


OilAi’ XCIIl,—Percgrltic coinmiti, himsplf to llie riibllc, and 1b admitted Member of .1 
^ ^ College ot Autliois. 

Tub bittemess of this oxidanatioii being past, our young geutk- 
maji b(‘giin to revolve within liiiuself seheines for ni;iking up tlio 
deficiencies of his yearly income, whieli was now nj grievously 
reduced ; aiutdcterininod to xnofit, 111 some shape or olher, by tlmse 
tirients wbftjh he owed to nuluro and education, lie liad, in his 
affluence, heard of several authors, who, Atitliout any pretensions 
to genius or human literature, earned a very genteel- subsistence by 
undertaking work for booksellers^ in vlueh rejmtatiou w as not at all 
concerned. One,*for exaniiile, professed all nmimer of translation, 
at so iniieh jK#- sheet, and aelually kept live or six ainaiiuenscw 
continually employed, like so many cloiks in a counting-house ; 
by which means bo was enabled to live at bis ease, and eujey 
his friend and In.s bottle, ambitious of no (»ther chaiacter than that 
of an honest friend and a good neighbour; another pi-ojected a 
variety of ]>lans for new dictionaries, which were <-xecutcd under 
his eye by day-labourers ; and Iho province of a third was history 
and voyages, collected or abridged by under.strappers of the same 
class, 

Mr. Pickle, in his comparisons, j>aid sucli deference to his own 
capacity, as banislied all doubts of his being able to excel any of 
those undertakers in their diH'erent branches of jo’ofussion, if ever 
h<? should bo driven to that experiment: but bis ambition proniiited 
him to make his interest and glyiy 0(»ineiile, by attemjiting s»)me 
performance winch should do him honour with the public, and at 
the same time e.stablisli his importance among the copy-purchascis 
in town. With this view lie worshipped the Muse and, conscious of 
the little regard wliich is in this age paid to eiory species of poetic 
composition, in which neither satire nor olxscenity occurs, ho pro¬ 
duced an imitation of Juvenal, and lashed some conspicuous cha¬ 
racters with equal truth, spir'l;, and .severity. 'Pliough his name did 
not appear in the title-page of this iiroductioii, ho managed mutters 
so as that the work was universally imi>rted to the true author, who 
was not aliogcflTer disappointed in his expectations of success ; for 
the impression was immediately sold olf, and tho piece became the 
subject of conversation in all assemblies of taste. 

This happy exordium not only attracted the addresses of tho book¬ 
sellers, who niadcf interest for his acquaintance, but alsojoused the 
notice,of a society of authors, who styled themselves “ the College 
from which he was honoured with a deputation, offering to enrol 
him a member by unanimous consent. The person employed for 
this purpose, being a bai-d who had formerly tasted of 'jmr hero’s 
bounty, used all his eloquence to persuade him to comply with the 
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julw'uices of their fr.itcrnity, Avhich he flescvibed in such a manner as 
inllauied the curiositj' of Pickle, who dismissed the ambassador with 
ail acknowledgment «»f tlie great honour they conferred upon him, 
aiid a faithful [iromiso of endeavouring to merit the continuance of 
their ap|)robatiou. 

lie was afterwards, by the same minister, instructed in the 
coromonies of the oollego ; and, in cfuiscipionco of his information, 
(■oui[)osod an ode, to be jmblicly recited on tlio evening of his intro- 
ducthm. lie understood that this constitution was no other than 
.1 body of authors, incorjioraled by mutual eouaeiit, for their joint 
advantaye and satisfaction, ojiposed to another assemblpof the same 
kind, tlieir avowed enomie.s and <letracLor.s : no wonder then, that 
they sought to strengthen themselves wdh such a valuaVile acquisi¬ 
tion as our hero was likely to prove. Tho college consisted of 
authors only, and these of all dogrec.s in jioint of reputation, from 
(he fabricator of a song set to music, and sung at Marylobone, to 
the dvaimiLic bard who had aj>pcared in buskins vqiou the stage ■ nay, 
one of tlio members had actually linished eiglil hdoks of an epic 
]>oem, for tho imblicatioii of w'hich ho was at that time soliciting 
sulwcriptions. 

It cannot be supposed that such a congregation of tho sons of 
Apollo would sit a whole evening with onler and decorum, unles.s 
they wore under the check of some established authority ; and this 
niooiiveiiiciieo having been foreseen, they had elected a jiresident, 
vo.sted with full jiower to silence any momher or members that 
should attempt to disturb the harmony and subordination of the 
whole. The sage wlio at this time possessed the chair was a per.son 
in year.s, whose countenance was a lively portraiture of that, ran¬ 
corous discontent which follows repeated damnation. He had been 
oxtremely unfortunate in his theatrical productions, and was, to uic 
the words of a profane wag, who iicisistcd at the condeiiiiiation of his 

last play, by this time, “ d-id beyond redomptiim.” M overtheless, 

be stall tarried about the skirts of Parnassus, translating some of the 
cla.ssies, and writing miscellanies ; and, by dint of an invincible 
iissiiraiice, sviperoilious insolence, tho most undaunted virulence of 
tongue, and some knowledge of life, he made shift to acquire and 
maintain the character of a man of learning and wit in tho opinion 
of people who had neither, that is, thivty-iune in forty of those with 
whom he associated him.self. He was even looked upon in this light 
by sc*mo few of the collegt?; though the major psirt of those who 
favoured his election were such as dreaded his malice, respected his 
experience and seniority, or liated his competitor, who wap the epic 
poet, 

Tho chief end of this society, as I have already hinted, was to 
assist and ^ sujiport each Either in their productions, which they 
miilnally recommended to sale with all their art and influence, not 
mily in private oonversatiori, but also in occasional epigrams, criti¬ 
cisms, ancj advertisements inserted in the public papers. This 
science, w?iich is knowm by the vulgar appellation of puffing, they 
carried to such a pitch of finesse, that an author very often wrote 
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an abusive answer to his own performance, in order to inflame the 
curiosity of the town, by which it had been overlooked. Notwith- 
Btanding this general unanimity in the college, a private animosity 
had long subsisted between the two rivals I have mentioned, on 
account of precedence, to which botli laid claim; though, by a 
majority of votes, it liatl )>eon decided in favour of the present 
chairman. The grudge indeed never proceeded tn any degree of 
outrage <A' defiance, but manifested itself at every nicetijig in 
attempts to eclipse each other in smart sayings and pregnant 
repartee; so that there was always a delicate mess of this kind of 
wit served ^p in the front of tlie evening, for the entertaininnnt 
and exampfbfcof the junior members, who nc\er failed to divide 
upon this Occasion, declaring themselves for one or otlicr of tlie 
combatants, whom they encouraged by tlicir looks, gestures, and 
apjilausc, according to the circumstances of the dispute. 

This honourable consistory w'- held hi the best room of an ale¬ 
house, which ati'tft’ded wine, punch, or beer, suiUiblo to the purse 
or inclination (gf every individual, who S('])arately paj<l for Ids own 
choice; and here was our hero introduced in the midst of Iweidy 
strangers, who, by their looks and eqidpage, foimeil a very 
picturcsipio variety, lie was received wiili a most gracious solem¬ 
nity, and placed at the light hand i f the president, who, having 
commanded silence, recited aloud Ids introductory ode, which 
met with universal aiijirobation. I’lien w'as tendered to him the 
customary oath, obliging liim to consult the lionour and advan¬ 
tage of the Society as far as it should lie in his power, in every 
station of life; and this being taken, his temples w'oro bound 
with a WTcath of laurel, which w'as kept sacred for .such inaugu¬ 
ration. 

,Whcn these rites w'ero performed Avitli all due ceremony, the 
new member cast his eyes ai'oijiid the place, and took a more 
accurate survey (if Ids brethren ; a^noiig Avhom lie observed a 
strange collection of periwigs, Avitli regard to Iho colour, fashions, 
and dimensions, Avldch were such as he had never seen before. 
Those who sat on each side, nearest the jiresident, were ..generally 
. distinguished by venerable ties, the foielojis of winch exhibited a 
surprising diversity ; some of them rose slanting backwards, like 
the glacis of a fortification ^ some were elevated in two distinct 
eminences, like the hills Helicon and Parnassus ; and others were 
curled and reflected, as the horns of Jupiter Ammon. Next to 
these, tUe ^najorstook }»]acc, many of which Avere mere surcedancOt 
made byjho application of an occasional rose to the tad of a lank 
bob ; antlTin the lower form ajipearcd masses of hair, which AAoiild 
cadmit of no description. 

Their clothes Avere tolerably well suited to the furnitih’o of their 
heads; the apparel of the upjicr bencli being decent and clean, 
while lhat of the second class was threadbare and soiled ; and, at 
the lower end of the room, ho perceived divers cfVoil^ made to 
conceal their rent breeches and dirty linen f nay, he •could dis¬ 
tinguish by their countenances the different kinds of poetry in 
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which they exercised the Muse. He saw Tragedy conspicuous in a 
grave solemnity of regard; Satire louring in a frown of envy and 
discemtont; Elegy whining in a funeral aspect; Pastoral dozing 
in a nifjst insipid languor of face ; Ode-writing delineated in a 
distracted stare ; and Epigram squinting with a pert sneer. Per- 
liaps our hero refined too much in his penetration, when ho 
aflirmed that, over and above these discoveries, he could plainly 
perceive the state of every one’s finances, and woii'id ha'Vc under¬ 
taken to have guessed each particular sum, without varying throe 
farthings from tlie truth. The couversati<m, instead of becoming 
genera], began to fall into parties : and the epic poet l^ad actually 
attracted the attention of a])ri\'ale ccunnuiteo, when tiio chairman 
iut-erposed, calling aloud. “No cabals, no conspiracies, gehtlomon ! ’’ 
His rival, thinking it incumhciit upon him to make some reply to 
this rebuke, answered, “We have no secrets: lie that hath oars, 
let him hear.” This was spoken as an intimation t,o the company, 
wliose looks were inistantly whetted with the expectation of their 
ordinary meal: but the president seemed to decline the contest; 
for, without putting on his lighting face, ho calmly replied that he 
had seen Mr. Metaphor ti]i the wink, and wdiisper to one of his 
oonfeder.atos, and thence judged that there was souiet hing mysleiious 
on the caryiet. 

The epic poet, believing liis antagonist crest-fallen, resolved to 
take the advantage of liis dejection, tliat ho might enlianee his own 
character in the opiii'on of the Btr.anger ; and with that view asked, 
AVith an air of exultation, if a man might not be allowed tf) have a 
conviilaion in liis eye, without being suspected of a consi>iracy ? 
TJic ])rosidoiit, perceiving hts diift, and iiKjued at his presumption, 
“Tube sure,” said he, “a man of a weak head may be very w'oll 
supposed to have convulsions in his eyes.” This re]):irteo produce*! 
a laugh of triumph am.mg the chairman’s adherents, one of whom 
observed that his rival had gpt a smart ra]i on the jiato. “Yes,” 
replied the biml, “in that rc.spect Mr. Chairman lia.s the advantage 
of me. Had my head been foi’tilied with a horn-work, I should not 
have been so sensible of the stroke.’’ This retort, wdiich carried a 
severe allusion to the jire-sident’s wife, lighted iqi the countenances 
of the aggressor’s friends, wliich had begun to be a little ohumbrated; 
and liad a cimtrary ellocb upon the oMier faction, till their chief, 
collecting all his capacity, returned the salute, by observing, that 
there was no occasion for s, horn-work, when thc„covered W’^ay was 
not worth defending. 


Such a reprisal upon Mr. Metaphor’s yoke-fellow’, who was by no 
moans remarkable for her beauty, could not fail to operate upon the 
hojirens ; and as for the hard him&elf, ho was evidently ruffled by 
the reilcotiou ; to which, however, he, without hesitation, replied, 
“Egad ! ’tis my opinion, that if your covered way w'as laid-open, 
few people would venture to give the assault.”—“Not unless their 
bjittorios Ayere more effectual than the fire of your wit,” said the 
president.*-*'As for that matter,” cried the other with precipita¬ 
tion, “they would have no occasion to batter in breach; they would 
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find the finglc of the lajmccUe bivstion demoUslied to their hands; 
he, he!”—“But 1 believe it would surpass your understanding,” 
resumed the chairman, “(o fill up the fosuv.” —“That, I own, is 
impructicablo,” replied the bard; “tlui^’C I should meet with a 
h'iuhis maxAme dejU iidm ! ” 

The president, exasperated at this insinuation in prosonce of the 
new member, ^claimed, with indignatifm in his looUs, “And yet, 
if a body of pioneers w'cio sot at work up<»n your skull, they AVould 
find rubbish enough to choke uj) all the conmion sewerfi in town.” 
llcwe a groan was uttered by the admirers of the epic poet, who, 
taking a | uicli of snuff with great composure, “When a man 
grows scuviious,” said ho, “1 take ]l, for au undoubted proof of 
his overthrovv.”—“If that be Ihe ease,” cried the other, “you 
yourself must be the vamjuished ]'-arty ; hu' you was the first that 
was driven to pasrsoual abuse.”—“ 1 fi]^])eal," answered the bard, 
“to those who can distingiudi. (kiiUeineii, your juilgimuit ' ” 

This rofeniuce* produced a univeival clamour, and (he wludc 
college Avas iifv'olvcd in ccinfusuni. Mveiy man entered int<» dis- 
pn!o AV'ith his neighbour on the merits of this caiiNC. The ch.'ir- 
nian interpoBed his authoiity in vain; tlu' noise grew louder 
and louder; the di.sjmiants w'axed warm; llie epithets of block¬ 
head, fool, and PC(»iUidrel Avere, bamtied about. iVregvino enji^yed 
the uproar, and, leajiing upon the table, souiuhd tbe charge to 
battle, Avliich Avas immediately commenced in ten diflercnt duels. 
The lights Avere exlinguished ; iln> cojnbatanis thrashed one another 
Avithoul distinction ; Uie mischieA'ous T'lekle distributed sundry 
random bloAVS in the dark ; and the po<>ple belou, being alarmed 
Avith the sound-of a])]>licalion, the overturning of clnilrs, and the 
mitcries of those avIio were engaged, came up stairs in a body Avith 
lights to reconnoitre, and, if possible, (jucll this Judc'ous tuniiilt. 

Objects Avcrc no aooivcr niadiJ* visible, than the held of battle 
exhibited strange groujis of tin' Btau^luig and the fallen. Each of 
Mr. Metaphor’s eyes Avas surrounded vA'itli a circle of a livid line, 
and the presidcAAl’s nose distilled a ipiantit,y of clotted blood. One 
of the tragic authors, finding himself assaulted in the dark, had, 
by Avay of a poniard, employed upon his adversary’s throat a knife 
which lay upon the table, f(u“ the convenience of cutting cheese; 
but, by the blessing of God,*the edge ()f it A^^a.s not keen enough to 
enter the skin, which it had only scratched in divers j>lace.s. A 
satirist .hgid Hho'fst bit oft’ the car of a lyric bard. tSliirts and 
nockclotli.s w'ere torn to rags ; and there Avas such a Avoful wreck of 
periwigs on the floor, that no examination- could adjust the pro¬ 
perty of the oAvners, the greatest part of Avhoiu wore obliged to use 
handkerchiefs by.Avay of nightcaps. 

The fray, hoAvever, ceased at tlui a[»proacli of tho.so'^w'ho inter¬ 
posed.; part of the combatants being tired of an exercise in Avhicli 
they bad receiA'cd nothing but hard blows ; part of them being 
intimidated by the remonstranoi'S of the landlord and bin company, 
who threat ened to call the Avatch ; and a very few^ bfciji|; ashamed 
of the scandalous dispute in Avhich they were detected. But 
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though the battle was ended, it was impossible, for that evening, 
to restore harmony and good order to the society, which broke up, 
after the president liad pninounced a short and confused apology 
to our adventurer for the indecent ui)roar which had unfortunately 
happened on the first night of his admission. Indeed, Peregrino 
doliburatod with himself, whether or not his reputation wcmld 
allow him to appear again among this venerable fr^aternity ; but, 
as lie knew some of them to bo men of real genius, how fidiculous 
soever their carriage might bo modified, and was of that laughing 
disposition wlxioh is always seeking food for mirth, as Horace 
observes of Philippus, 

Risus undiqup qiisii it,— 

he resolved to frequent the college, notwjt]i.standing this accident 
which happened at his inauguration ; being thereto, moreover, 
induced by his desire of knowing the private history of the stage, 
with which lie supjiosod some of the memberj perfectly Avell 
acquainted. He was also vi.sitcd, before the next lueetiiig, by his 
introductor, wlio assured him that such a tumult had never hap¬ 
pened since the iirst institution of tlio assembly, till that very 
night ; and ])romi.sed that, for the future, ho should have no cause 
to be scandalized at their behaviour. 

Persuaded by these motives and assurances, ho trusted himself 
once more in tlie midst of their comimiiuty, and evcrjt.hiiig pro- 
cocdctl with great decorum ; all disjiute and alrorcation was 
avoided ; and tlio college apidicd itself seriously to the purjioses of 
its meeting ; namely, to hear the grievances of individuals, and 
assist them with salutary advice. The first ])erson that craved 
redress, was a noisy North Priton, who complained, in a strange 
dialect, that he had, in the hugiiuiiiig of tlio season, presented a 
coineily to the manager of a cortayi theatre, who, after it had lain 
six w'oolcs ill his hamls, returned it to the*autl)or, aflirming there 
was neither sense m-r English fli tlic performance. 

The president, who, by the bye, had revised the piece, thinking 
his own re]mtatioii concerned, declared, in juesence of the whole 
society, that, witli regard to sense, lie would not undertake 
to vindicMf/O the production ; but, in point of language, no fault 
could bo justly laid to its charge ; “Tlie case, however, is very 
jdain, ’ said he : “ llio manager never gave himself tlio trouble to 
peruse the play, but formed a jiulgmout of it from the conver¬ 
sation of tlie author, never dreaming tliat it hail ufltTBrgoUe tlie 
reviaal of an English writer ; be that as it will, you are infinitely 
obliged to him for having despatched you so soon, and I shall have 
the better opinion of him for it so long as I live ; for I have known 
other guise ■ authors than you, that is, in ‘ point 'of interest and 
fame, kept in continual altoudanco and dependence during the 
best part of their lives, and, after all, disappointed in the expecta¬ 
tion of seeing their performances exhibited on the stage. 
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CiiAr. XCIV.—Further Procee(lin}'!i of the College. 

This affair was no sooiior discussed, than another gentleman 
cxhibitec^ a coiiiplainf, signifying that lie had undertaken to trans¬ 
late into English a certain celebrated author, who had been 
cruelly mangled by former attempts ; and that, as soon as his 
design took air, the proprietors of those miserable translations had 
endeavoured to jircjudiec his work, by industrious insinuations, 
contrary to truth aud fair dealing, importing that he did not under¬ 
stand one word of the language which lie jiretendod tft trans¬ 
late. This being a case that nearly concerned the greatest part 
of the audience, it was taken int(', serious deliberation ; some 
observed, that \t Avas not only a malicious eflbrt against the 
plaintilK, but also a spiteful advertisement to the public, tending 
to promob^ aTi iiiquivy into the abilities of all other translators, 
few of Avhoin, it was well known, W'crc so qualitied as to stand rlie 
test (if such examination. Others said, that over and above this 
considoralion, which ought to have its duo Aveiglit with the col¬ 
lege, there was a necessity for concerting measures to humble the 
presuniplifill of booksellers, Avho had, from time innneuiorial, taken 
all opportunities to oppress and enslave their autliors ; not only 
by limiting men of genius to the Avages of journeymen tailors, 
Avithout even alloAving them one sabbath in the week, but also in 
taking such advantages of their necessities as Avere inconsistent 
with lusticc and humanity, 

“For example,” said one of the members,' “after I myself had 
^C({uired a little reputatiem Avilli the town, I was caressed oy one of 
those tyrants, Avho profusscd a fftendsliip for me, and oven supplied 
mo with moiuiy, according to the exigences of luy situation ; so that 
1 looked upon him as the mirror of disiiitiacsted benevolence ; 
aud, had he known my disposition, and treated mo accordingly, 
1 should have w'rittcn for him upon his own terms. After 1 liacl 
used his friendship in this manner for .some time, 1 happened 
to have occasion for a small sum of money, and Avith great coii- 
lidonco made another application to my good friend ; ivlieii all 
of a sudden ho put a stop to his generosity ; refused to accommo¬ 
date me.in the‘most abrujit and mortifying style ; and though 
1 Avas at that time pretty far advanced in a work for Iu.s benefit, 
Avliioli Avas a suflicient security for Avhat 1 owed liim, he roundly 
asked, how 1 projiosed to pay the money Avhicli I had already 

b(n’r»*AVcd I Thus was I used like a young av -just come upon 

the town, whom the b-d allows to run into her debt, that she 

may -have it in her poAver to oppress her at jileasure ; and, if the 
sufferer complains, she is treated like the most ungruteful wretch 
upon earth ; and that too with such appcai-ancc of ret son, as may 
easily mislead an unconcerned spectator. ‘ Ytm unthazikful drab !' 
she Avill say, ‘ didn’t, I take you into my houso Avhen you hadn’t 
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a shift to your back, a petticoat to your tail, nor a morsel of bread 
to put hi your belly ? Ila’n’t T clothed you from head to foot 
like a gentlowomiin, supported you witli board, lodging, and all 
necessaries, till your owi^ extravagance hath brought you into 
distress \ and m>\v’ you have the impudence, you nasty, stinking, 
hrinistone bungaway ! to say you are hardly dealt with when I 

duiuaml no more than my own.’ Thus the w- 3 nd tlie Jiuthor 

arc equally oppi’ossed, and even left without the inelancli 6 ly 
pi'ivilego of compluining ; so that they arc fain to subscribe to such 
terms as tlioir creditors shall please to im})oso." 

This illustration operated so powerfully upon tho, conviction 
and resentment of tho whole college, lhat revenge was vniversally 
denounced against those who had aggrieved the plaintiff; and 
after some debate, it was agreed that ho should make a new 
translation of some other saleable liook, in oi)j)Osition to a former 
version belonging to the delim^uonts, and print it in such a small 
size, as would eu.dffo him to undersell their property ; and that 
this new translation should be recommended and iiflroduccd into 
tho world witli the whole art and inlluoiioe of the society. 

This affair being settled to the satisfaction of all jircsoiit, an 
author of some diavactcr stood up, and craved the ;ulvico and 
assistance of hirj fellows, in punishing a certain m>blcm:tn iif 
groat protentioiis to taste, who, in conse(pience of a production 
which tills geiitlouian had u.sliered into the w('iid with univer¬ 
sal applause, not only desired, hut oven eagerly courted his 
acij'uaintance. “Ho invited me to liis house,” .said he, “where 
I was overwhelmed with civility and professions of friendship; 
he insistu<l u]ion iny treating Jiim as an lutim.ite, and calling 
upon him at all hours, without ceremony ; lie made me promise to 
bro.ikfast with him at least three times a Vvcek. lu .short, 1 
looked ui»ou my.self as very fouUinale, in meeting with such 
advances from a man of his interest and reputation, who had it in 
liis power to befriend me effectually in my yiassago through life ; 
and, that I might not give him any cause to think I neglected his 
friendship, 1 wont to his Inmso in two days, with a view of drinking 
chocolate, according to appointment ; but he had been so much 
fatigued with dancing at an assembly overnight, that his valet- 
de-chambro would not venbiue to wake him so early; and I 
loft my comjdiments to his lordship, witli a performance in manu¬ 
script, which he had expri^K-ised a most eager desire-to peruse. 
T repeated my visit next morning, that his impatience to see mo 
might not have some violent effect upon liis constitutioii; and 
received a message from liis minister, signifying, that ho had been 
liighly entertained with tlie manuscript 1 l^ad lefk. a great part of 
which ho liaftl read ; but was at present so busy in contriving a 
proper dross ior a private masquerade, which would bo given that 
same evening, that he could not have the pleasure of my company 
at breakfast- This was a feasible excuse, which I admitted 
accordinglyand in a day or two appeared again, when his lord- 
ship was particularly engaged. This might possibly bo th? cascfj 
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and thcrefox'e I returned the fourth time, in hopes of iinding him 
more fit leisure ; but lie had gone out about half/an hour before 
my arriv-al, and left my performance with his valet-de-chambre, 
who assured mo that his lord had x>erus(id it vidth infinite pleasure. 
Peihaps I might havo retired very well satisfied with this declara¬ 
tion, had not 1 , in my passage ihroiigh the hall, hoard one of tho 
footmen,-upon the top of the stiiircase, pronounce with an audible 
vdice, ‘ Will your lordship please to bo fit homo w’hon ho calls ? ’ 
It is not to be supiiosed that I was pleased at this discovery, which 
I no sooner made, than, turning to my ctmductor, ‘ J find,' said T, 
‘his lordslvip is disposed to be abroad to more pcojde than me this 
morning, i Tho fellow, though a valct-de-clnimbrc, Idushcd at 
this ohs( 3 rvation ; find I withdrew, not a little irritated at the 
peer’s disingoiiuity, find fully resolved to spire him my visits for 
the ftituro. It was not long afi.er this occiasiou, that 1 hap])ened 
to meet him in^tlie park, aoJ, being iiiiturally civil, I could not 
pass him without a salutation of the hat, viliicli he returned in 
the most disiSiiit manner, tliougli wo wore both solitary, and not a 
soul within view ; and when that very perforiuiince, w'hicli lie luid 
applauded bo warmly, was lately published by subscription, he 
did not bespeak so much as one co})j’. 1 have often retlocted with 

wonder Ujion this inconsistency in his conduct. 1 never courted 
his patronage, nor, indeed, thought of his name, until ho made 
interest for my acquaintance ; and if ho was disajipointed in my 
conversation, why did he pre.ss mo so much to further con¬ 
nection ? ” 

“The case is very clear,” cried the chairman, iutorrupting him ; 
“ho is one of those coiiiuasseurs who set up for taste, and value 
themselves upon knowing all men of genius, whom they would be 
thought to as-sist in their productions. I will hiy an even bet with 
any man, that his lorduhii), on ^lio strength of that slender inter¬ 
view, together with the opportunity of liaving seen your per- 
forniaiico in nifinuscript, has alroridy hinted to every company in 
which he is conversant that j'ou solicited his assistance in retouch¬ 
ing tho piece which you have now ofi'ered to the puhhe, and that ho 
was pleased to favour you with his advice, but found you ffhstinat i‘ly 
bigoted to your own opinion in some jioints relating to those very 
passages which have not iTiet with the apjivohalion of the town. 
As for his caresses, there was nothing at all oxtraiu’dinary in his 
behaviour. Bytho time you have lived to my age, you will not 
be suqirised to see a courtier’s promise ami pciformanco of a dif¬ 
ferent qomploxion, not but that I would willingly act iis an auxiliary 
in your resentment.’ 

The opinioii of the president was strengthened by the crmcurronco 
of all the members ; and all other complaints and niomorifils being 
deferred till anotlier sitting, the college pi’ocoeded to an excrciso of 
wit, which was generally performed once every foitnight, with a- 
view to jfromote tho expectoration of genius. The ..subject was 
occasionally chosen by the chairman, who opened th 8 game with 
some shrewd remark, naturally arising from the conversation: and 
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then the ball was tossed about from one comer of tlie room to the 
other, according to the motions of the spirit. 

That the reader may have a just idea of this sport, and of the 
abilities of those who carrttjd it on, I shall repeat the sallies of this 
evening, accox'ding to the order and succession in which they 
escaped. One of the members, observing that Mr. Metaphor was 
.•ibsont, was told by the person vvlio sat next to him^ thab the poet 
had foul weather at home, and could not stir abroad. “ What 1 ” 
said the president, interposing, with tlxe signal upon his coun¬ 
tenance, ‘‘is he wind-bound in port?”—“Wine-bound, 1 suppose,” 
cned another.-—“ Hooped with wine ! a strange metaphor !” »ud 
the third.—“ Not if he has got into a hogshead,” ansVered the 
fourth. -“The hogshead will sooner get into him,” replied a fifth ; 
“ it mu.st be a tun or an ocean.”—“No wonder, tJien, if he should 
be overwhelmed,” said a sixth.—“If ho should,” cried a seventh, 
“he will cast up when hi.s gall breaks.”—“That must bo voiy 
soon,” roai’ed an eighth, “ for it Inis long been reaily to bui’st.” — 
“No, no,” observed a ninth, “he’ll stick fast at the bottom, take 
my word for it; ho has a natural alacrity in sinking.”—“And 
yet,” remarked a tenth, “ I have seen him in the clouds.”—“Then 
was he cloudy, 1 suppose,” cried the olcvonlh.—“So dark,” replied 
the other, “ tliat his meaning could not bo perceived.”- For all 
that,” said the twelfth, “ he is easily seen through.”—“ You talk,” 
ans\yered the thirteenth, “as if his head was made of glass.”— 
“ No, no,” cried the fourteenth, “his head is made of more durable 
stuff; it will bend before it breaks.”—“Yet T have scon it 
bi’okcn,” resumed the president.-Did you perceive any wit 
ooiiio out at the hole?” said another.—“His wit,” replied the 
chairman, “ is too subtle t(‘be perceived.” , 

A third mouth was just opened, when the exercise was suddenly 
interrupted hy the dreadful cry of “Fire ! *' which issued from the 
kitchen, .and involved tJjO whoio college in confusion. Every man 
endeavouring to bo tlie fiir.t in making his exit, the door and pas¬ 
sage wore hJocked up ; each individual was pommelled hy the 
person that happened to bo behind him. This communication 
produced noise and e.Kclaination ; clouds of smoko rolled upwards 
into tlie apartment, and terror sat on ev^ii'y brow ; when Peregrine, 
Boeing no ju'oapect of retreating by the door, opened one of tlie 
windows, and fairly leaped ijilo the street, where he found a crowd 
of pHoiilc assembled to contribute their .assistance 'in extinghishing 
the llames. Several members of the college followed his example, 
and happily accomplished tJieir escape; the chairman himself, 
being unwilling to use the .same expedient, stood trembling on the 
lirink of desyienb, dubious of h>s own agility, and dVeading the con- 
seiiuenco of such a leap, when a chair happening to jiass, ho laid 
hold on the opportunity, and, by an exertion of hia muscles, pitched 
upon the top of the carriage, which was immediately overturned in 
the kennel,;^to the gripvous annoyance of the fare, which happened 
to bo a certain effeminato beau, in full dress, on his way to a private? 
ftssombly, ♦ 
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This pliantom, hearing the noise overliead, and feeling the shook 
of being ovorthroivn at the same time, thought that some whole 
tenement had fallen upon the chair, and, in the terror of being 
crushed to pieces, uttered a scream, which the populace supposed 
to proceed from the mouth of a woman, and therefore went to his 
assistance ; while the chairmen, instead of ministering to his occa¬ 
sions, no^sooiK^’ recollected themselves, than they ran in pursuit of 
their overthrower, who, being accustomed to escapes from hailitl's, 
dived into a dark alley, and, vanishing in a trice, was not visible 
to any living soul until ho aiipeared next day on Towcr-hiJl. 

The humane jiart of the mob, who bestirred iheiiiselves for tho 
relief of tJio supiio.sed lady, no sooner perceived their mistake in 
the a|)pearance of the beau, who stared around him with horror 
and alii’ight, than their compassion wa.s changed into mirth, and 
they began to pnss a great uvniy uhf.iivoiuy joke.s upon his mis¬ 
fortune, wliioli discovered nr> inclination to alleviate ; 

and he found himself very unconifortaldy beset., when l^ickle, 
pirying his siAiation, interposed in bis behalf, and luwailed upon 
tlie cliairmeii to carry liim into tlic liouse of an iqiotbccarj’' in iho 
neiglibourliood, to whom his niisclianeo proved a very advantageous 
aecidem ; for tho fright operated so violeutly upon liis nerves, that 
lie ivas seized wit h a delirium, and lay a whole fortnight deprived 
of his semses ; during which period he was not neglected in point of 
medicines, food, and attendance, but royally regaled, as aiipcared 
by the contents of his landlord’s bill. 

Our adventurer, having seen this unfortunate beau safely housed, 
returned to the scene of the other calamity, which, as it was no other 
than a fonl chimney, .soon yielded to the endeavours of the family, 
and was happily overcome, without any other bad consequence than 
fliat of alarming tho neighbours, di.sturbing tho college, and dis¬ 
ordering the brain of » beau. •Eager to be acipiainted with the 
particular con.stitutions of a .soeietyt which seemed to open upon 
him Viy degrees, Mr. Fickle did not fail to apjieav at the next meet¬ 
ing, when several jiotitions were laid before the board, in behalf 
of those members who were contined in the prisons of the Fleet, 
Marshalsea, and King’s lioneli. As those unhappy authors ex¬ 
pected nothing from their brethren but advice and good ofliecs, 
w'hich did not concern tho*purse, tlie memorials w^ere considered 
witli great care and humanity ; and, upon tliis occasion. Peregrine 
had it in his power to manifest his iinpoitance to the community ; 
for he happened to be acquainted with the creditor of one of the 
prisoner^, and knew that gentleman’s severity was owing to his 
resentment at the behaviour of the debtor, who had lanqiooncd 
him in print, because ho refused to comply with a fresh demand, 
after he had lent him money to the amount of a considerable sum. 
Our youi^g gentleman, therefore, understanding that the author 
was penitent, and disposed to make a reasonable submission, pro¬ 
mised to employ his influence with the creditor toward.!! an accom¬ 
modation ; and in a few days actually obtaineef Ills release. 

The social duties .being discharged, tho convcrpatioii took a 
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general turn, and several new productions were freely criticised; 
those especially which belonged to authors who were either uncon¬ 
nected with, or unliiiown to, the college. Nor did the profession of 
stage plfiying escnjie the cpgTjisanco of the assotnbly ; a deputation 
of (ho most jiidjcious ineuibera being sent weekly to each theatre, 
wifcli a view of making remarks upon the performance of tho actors. 
Tlio censors for tlie preceding week were accordiiifily called upon 
to give in th(ur report; and the play which they had reviewed was 
“The lloveuge.” 

“Mr. Q-,” said tlio second censor, “Lake him all in all, is 

certainly the most com[>lete and unblemished performer that over 
appeared on our stage, notwithstanding tho blind ador.'vtion which 
is paid to his rival. 1 wont two niglits ago with an e.'spress design 
to criticise his action ; 1 could find no room ft)r censure, but infinite 
subject for {ulmiratioii and applause. In Pierre he is great, in Othello 
excellent, but in Zauga beyond all imitation. Ovoi- and above the 
distinctness of pronunciation, the dignity of attitude, and expression 
of face, his gestures are so ju.st and .significant, that 1 man, though 
utterly bereft of the sense of hearing, might, by seeing him (,>nly, 
understand the meaning of every word he aiieaks. {Sure nothing c.an 
be more exipiisite than his manlier of telling Isabella how Alonzo 
behaved, when hof<>uud the incendiary letter wdiich she had drojipod 
by tho Moor’s direction ; and when, to crown his vengoaiice, lie dis¬ 
covers liimsolf to be tho contriver of all tlie mischief that had hap¬ 
pened, ho manifests a perfect masterpiece of action, in pronouncing 
these finir little monosyllables, ‘ Know, then, ’twas-[.’ ” 

Peregrine, having eyed tho critic some minutes, “T fancy,” said 
he, “your praise must lie iroiucal; because, in tho very two situa¬ 
tions you mention, I think I have scon that player out-hcrod 
Herod, or, in other words, exceed all his other extravagances. Tht* 
inteu(/ion of the aiitbor is, that then Moor sli^mid communicate to hia 
confidant a piece of inforiiiatioii contained in a few lines, wliicli, 
doubtless, ought to bo repeated witli an air of eagerness and satis¬ 
faction, not with tho ridiculous grimace of a monkey, to which, 
motlionght, his action bore an inti mate reseinblauco in uttering 
this plain sentenco :— 


—-— lie took Ilf up ; 

Hut Rcarco it unfolded to liiu uiglit, 

When he, as if (jjp arrow pu*reed his eye, 

Started, and trembling dropp’d it on the groonft. 


In pronouncing the first two words, this egregious actor stoops 
down, and seems to take up something from tho si^ge ; then, pro¬ 
ceeding to ifepeat what follows, mimics the manner of unfolding a 
letter ; when he mentions the simile of an arrow piercing tlie-eye, 
ho darts his forefinger towards that organ ; then recoils with great 
violence w^i^^n the word ‘ started ’ is expressed ; and when, he comes 
to ‘ tremblttig dropp’d it on the ground,’ he throws all his limbs 
into a tremulous emotion, and shakos the ynaginary paper fwm 
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liis liAiid. The latter part of the description is carried on with the 
same rniuute gesticulation while he says :— 

Pale and a(;hftPt awliile my vlclira etoud, 

Disguised a sigli or two, and pfklFcl them from him ; 

'I'hcn rabh'd his brow, and took it up again. 

The playq^-’s cti*nitunfiiicc assumes a wild stave, ho sighs twice most 
piteously, as if ho were on the point of sutlociitioii, scrubs his fore¬ 
head, and, bending his body, .ipes the action of snatcliing an object 
from the flour. Nor i,s Hus dexterity of dumb show omitted when 
he coneludeii hi,s iritiiiiiuion in these tlirco lints 

At fiiKt hn look'll as if ho iiit'anL to uad it; 
but, dii'Ck’d by riBliig fraiH, lii' nusliM it Ihus, 

And thi'U'.t it, like an addrr, in hla bosom. 

FTcro the judicioas performer imitates the confusion and conooin of 
Alonzo, seems*to cast his eyes upon .something, from which they 
are immediately withdrawn with horror and precipitation, llieii, 
shutting his list with a violent snucczo, as if he intended to mahe 
immediate aiiplication io Isabella’s nose, he rams it in his own besom 
with all the horror and agitation of a thief taken in the nninncr. 
Were the player dtiharred the use of speeeh, and tfljligod to act to 
the eyes only of the audience, this niimicry might he a nocessaiy 
conveyance of his momiiiig ; but when lie is at liberty to signify 
his ideas by language, uotliing can be more triviril, forced, un¬ 
natural, and antic, than tliis superfluous mummery. Not tliat I 
would exclude from tlio repiosentatiou Hie graces of action, with¬ 
out which tile choicest seniiments, olotlied lu the most’ cxipiisito 
«ixpre.ssioii, would appCMv unaiiimated and insipid; but tluse are 
a,s diflijrent from this ridieulous yurU'siiuo as is tlie demeanour of a 
Tully in the rostrum ^rom the tricks of a Jaek-jmddiiig on a 
mountebank’s stage ; and, for the tfuth of ivhat I allege, 1 ajipeal 
to the observation of any person who has consiilevod the elegance of 
attitude and propriety of gesture as they are universally ackiiOAV- 
ledged in the real characters of life. Indeed, I have known a 
Oascoii whose linihs were as eloquent, as his tongue ; he never lacu- 
iioned the word sloop reclining his head upon his hand ; 

when he had occasion to talk of a horse, ho alw'ays started up ainl 
trotted across tljo room, except whenalie was so situated that he 
could not stir without incommoding tlio company, and in that case 
he contented himself with neighing aloud ; if a dog haiipencd to be 
the subject of his conversation, ho wagged his tail, and grinned in 
a most significant manner ; and one day he expressed his desire of 
going backwardi with such natural imitation of liis jmrposo, that 
everybody in the room firmly believed he hiwl actually overshot 
himself, and fortified their nostrilH accordingly ; yet no man ever 
looked upon this virtuoso to be the standard of propriety in point 
of speaking and deportment. For my own p.art, I Scoufess the 
player in question would, by dint of these qualifications, make a 
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very good llgiire iu the character of Pantaloon’s lacquey, in the 
entertainuiciit of ‘ Poracvis and Andromeda,’ and perhaps might ac¬ 
quire some reputation by tuniing ‘ The Ilevengo ’ into a pantomine; 
in which case I wovihl advise him to come upon the stage provided 
with a handful of flour, in order to besmear his face when ho pro¬ 
nounces ‘ pale and aghast,’ &c., and methinks ho ought to illustrate 
the adder with a hideous hiss. P»ut let us now corao to ,tho other 
situation, in which this modern jlilsopus is supposed to distinguish 
liiinsolf so much,—I mean tho same eclaircme.incnt ciunprehcnded 

in ‘Know, then, ’twas-1.’ His manner, I own, maybe altered 

since I was present at tho representation of that performance ; but 
certain T am, when 1 beheld Jiim in that critical conjuncture, his 
behaviour appeared to mo so uncouth, that I really imagined ho 
Avas visited l>y some c]Ailoi)tic di8tem])er, for ho stood tottering and 
gasping for the space of two minutes, like a man suddenly struck 
with tho palsy ; and, afttu’ various distortions a\id side-shakings, 
as if he had got fleas in his doublet, heaved up from his lungs the 
letter /, like a huge anchor from foul ground.” 

This criticism was accopf ablo to the majority of tho college, who 
had no great veneration for tlie jilayer iu question ; and his 
admirer, without making any reply, asked iu a whisper of tho 
giMitloman Avho sat next to him if Pickle had not oflered some 
production to tho stage and met with a ri'pnlsc. 


('iitr. XC\'—'rill' yminj; (rentli'uian h iiiiioducpil lo a Virtuom) of the first Oiiler, jiiid 

(■iiinrnoncf's Ydpir. 

Hrrnr.itro Peregrine had jivofcssod himself an author, without 
reaping the fruits of that oeeupaLioti, except the little fame he liad 
acquired by his late satire ; b^it now he tnought it high time to 
Aveigh ‘'solid pudding against empty [iraise ; ” and therefore engaged 
Avitli some booksellers m a certain translation which ho obliged 
himself to p.ei'form for the consideration of two hundred pounds. 
The articles of agreement being drawn, ho began his task with 
great eagerness, rose early in the morning to his Avork, at Avhich ho 
laboured all day long, Avent abroad AviUi the bats iu the evening, 
and appeared in the cofloe-house, where ho amused himself Avith 
the neAvspapors and eoiivei’s.'^tiou till nine o’clock then he retired 
to his own ajs-irtmcut, aiel, after a slight rojiast, betook himself to 
rest, that he might be able to iinroost Avith tho cock. This sudden 
change from his fonner Avay <u life agreed so illAvitU his disikisition, 
that, for the llr.st time, he wa.s troubled with tlatnlonces and indiges¬ 
tion, which produced anxiety and dejection of spirits, and the nature 
of his situati»)n began in some measure to discompose liis brail),—a 
discovery which ho no soom.'r made than he had recourse to tho 
advice of a young physician, who was a member of the college of 
authors, anfi at this time one of ogr hero’s most intimate acquaint¬ 
ance. 
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The son of .^scuhipius, having considered his case, imputed his 
disorder to the right cause, namely, want of exercise ; dissuaded 
him from such close application to study until ho should bo 
gradually familiarized to a sedentary life ; advised him to enjoy 
his friend and his bottle in moderation* and wean himself from 
his former customs by degrees; and, above all things, to rise 
immediately after his lirst sleep, and exercise him.self in a morn¬ 
ing’s wall?, IrPordor to render tliis last j)art of the jircscriptioii 
the more palatable, the doctor promised to attend Jiim in these 
early excursions, and even to introduce him to a certain personage 
of note, who gave a sort of public breakfasting to the minor virtuosi 
of the agCj And often employud Ins interest in beludf of those who 
{Jropcrly cultivated Ids coiiiitenanco and apjirobation. 

This proposal ■was extrenndy acceptablo to our young gentleman, 
who, besides the advantage wl)K‘h might accrue to him from such 
a valuable connection, forowiw mucli entertainment and siitisfac- 
tion in the discoin’se of so ni;«ny leai'ned guests. 'J’ho occasions of 
his health an(i interest, nioreo\ or, coincided in another circum¬ 
stance ; llio minister’s levee being keplj betimes in the mornaig ; 
so tliat be could perform his walk, yield his attoiidaiicc, and break¬ 
fast at this philos»)phic.il l)oard, without encroaching a great deal 
upon his other avocations IVlcasures being thus preconcerted, the 
physician ctoducted our adventurer to the house of this celebrated 
sage, to whom bo recommended liini as a gentleman of genius and 
taste, who craved the lionour of his ac(|iiaintanci! ; but ho had 
previously smoothed tlie w^ay to Ins introduction by representing 
Peregrine as a young follow of great ambition, spirit, and addros.s, 
who could not fail to make a figure in the world ; that, Iherefore, 
he would bo a creditable a«lditioii to the sub«)rdinatc3 of such a 
jyitron, and by his qualifications, intreiiidity, and warmth of 
teiniier, turn out a consummate^ lierald of his fame. Upon these 
considerations he mot ^dth a most engaging reception from the 
entertainer, who was a well-bred inaif, of some learning, generosity, 
and taste ; but his foible was the desire of being thought the 
inimitable pattern of all three. 

It w'aa with a view to acquire and support this characler, that 
his house was open to all those who liacl any pretensions to 
literature; consequently, h^ w'as surrounded by a straiige vai-iety 
of pretenders ; but none were discouraged, because lie know' that 
even the most insignificant might, in •:'mue shape, conduce to the 
propagAtion of his praise. A babbler, though he cannot run upon 
the scout, may spring the game, and, by his yelping, helji to fill up 
the cry no wonder, then, that a youth of Pickle’s accouqilishmcnts 
was admitted, and oven invited into the ]iack. After having 
enjoyed a very‘short private audience in the closet,* our young 
gentleman was shown into aiiotlier room, where half a dozen of 
his fellow-adherents waited for tlieir Mieccnas, wlio in a few 
minutes appeared with a most gracious aspect, received tlie com¬ 
pliments of the morning, and sat down to breakfast the midst 
of them, without any further ceremony. 
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Tho couvcrsaticin at firtst turned upon the weatlicr, wliich was iii- 
vesiigatod in a very philosophical manner by one of the company, 
who seemed to have consulted all the barometers and thermometers 
that over wore invented, before he w<.)uld veiiture to nifirm that 
it was a chill morning. This subject being accurately discussed, 
tho chief iiii'juircd about tho news of the learned world ; and 
his inclination was no sooner ex}»res8od, than every guest opened 
Ills mouth, in order to gratify his curiosity ; but he That first 
captiv'ated his alteniiori, was a ino.'ign;, shrivelled antiquary, who 
looked like an auiinatcd mummy, winch had been scorched among 
tho sands of the desert. Mo told the patron, that lie had by acci¬ 
dent met with a modal, which, though it Wiis dcfaceij by time, 
ho would venture to juouounee a genuine anthjue, from the ringing 
and taste of the metal, as well as the colour and eomiiosition of the 
rust : so saying, he produced a piece of copper coin, so conaurned 
and di.sguisod by ago, that scarce a vostigo of tho impression was 
1() bo iierceiveil. Nevertheless, this connoisseur fireteiulcd to dis- 
tiugmsh a fiU'o in profile, from which he cfiiicluded that the piece 
Avas of the rjiper Empire, and on tho reverae lie endeavoured to 
point, out the bulb of tlio spear, and part of tho iiarazoiiium, whicli 
were tho insignia of the Uouian Viitus, together with the fragment 
of tmo fold of the multieium in which she was clothed. Me like¬ 
wise l\ad discovered an angle of the letter N, and, at some distance, 
an entire I : from the.so circiimstancoa c<>njectiiring, and indeed 
concluding, thali the medal Avas struck by Hevorus, in honour of 
the'victory lie had obtained over his rival Niger, after he had 
forced the passcvs of Mount Taurus. 'J’his criticism seemed very 
sati.sfactory to the entertainer, wlio, having examined tho coin bw 
tho help of his spectacles, plaiul 3 ^ discerned the particulars which 
tho owner had nicnlioncd. and was pleased to term his account of 
tho matter a very iugeiiions explaiwtion. ^ 

I’lio curiosity avhs tirciilated through tho hands of all present, 
and every virtuosi', in his turn, licked the copper, and rimg it. 
upon tile hearth, doelariu'.T his assent ti> the judgment which had 
boon jiroiioimced. At length it fell under the iiLspoetion of our 
young gciAtieman, who, though no aut.iquarian, was A^cry avoII 
tacquainted with the current coin of liis own country, and no 
sooner cast his eyes upon tho valuablon antique, than he ntlirmed, 
without liesitatiou, that it was no other than the ruins of an 
English I'arthiiig, and that saniie spear, parazonium, ;md mult-icium, 
the remains of the embloiiis and drapery Ai'ith Avliich the figure of 
Britannia is delineated on our copper money. This hardy assevera¬ 
tion seemed to disconcert the patron, Avhile it incensed tho medalist, 
Avho, griniiiiig like an enraged baboon, “What d^’ye tell mo of a 
bras-s farthing?” said he. “Did 3'ou ever know modern brass of 
such a relish i Do but taste ii, young gentleman : and sure t am, 
if you have ever boon conversant with subjects of this kind, you ivill 
find as wide a ditfercnco in tho savour between this and an BngHsh 
farthing, asc can possibly be perceived betwixt an onion and a 
turnip : besides, this medal has the true C^irinthian ring; then 
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the attitude is upright, whereas that of Britaunia is recliuhig 
and how is it possible to niistako a branch of palm for a para- 
zonium ? ” 

All the rest of the company espoused the virtuoso’s side of the 
question, because the reputation of eafih was concerned. The 
patron, tinding himself in the same circumstances, assumed a 
solemnity of feature, clashed with a small mixturo .of displeasure, 
and told Peregrtne, that as ho had not made that branch of litera¬ 
ture hia particular atudy, ho waa not surprised to see him mis¬ 
taken in hia opinion. Pickle immediately understood the reproof. 
Though he was shocked at the v.'inity or infatuation of his enter¬ 
tainer and felhiw-guests, he asked pardon for hia presumjition, 
which ivaif accordingly excu.^icd, in cou.sidoration of his inox- 
porience ; and the English farthing dignified with tlie title of a 
true antique. 

The next ponson that acMieoSed ioniself to the chief was a 
gentleman of a very mathematical Imii, who valued him.^iclf upon 
the improvoin^its ho had ma<le in sever.d domestic machines, and 
now presented the plan of a nciw contrivance for cutting cabbages 
in such a m.inner as would securo the stock against the roH.ing 
lain, and enable it to })rodneo a plentecais after-crop of delicious 
sprouts. In this important imiclnnc he had united the whole 
mechanic jiowevs, with such massy complication of iron find W'ood, 
that it could not have beou Amoved without tho assistance of a 
liorso, and a road made for tho convenience of tho dr.auglit. These 
objectiou-S were so obvious, tliat they occurred at first sight to the 
inspector-general, who greatly commonded the invention, which, 
he observed, might be fiujdied to several other useful purimscs, 
could it fuico bo rendered a little more portjible and commo- 
(^ 0118 . 

The inventor, wdio had not foreseen these difticullies, was not 
prepared to surmount tdern ; but he took tho hint in good jjart, 
and promised to task his alfilitics aftew, in altering the construc¬ 
tion of his design. Not but that, ho underwent some severe irony 
from tlio rest of the virtuosi, who coiuplimontecl liim upon the 
momentous improvement ho had made, by which a family might 
save a dish of greens in a (piartcr for so trifling an expense as 
that of purchasing, working, and maintaiuiiig sucli fi stupendous 
machine ; but no man was ever more sarcastic in his remarks upon 
this piece of mechanism than tho naturalist, who ii()Xt appcaleil 
to[tho patron’s ap'probation for a curious disquisition ho had made 
touching the procreation of muck-flies, in which he had laid down 
a curious method of collecting, preserving, and hatching the eggs 
of these insoqts, even in the winter, by certain modifications of 
artilicial heat. The nature of this di.scoveiy was no si)ouer com¬ 
municated, than Peregrine, unable to contain liimself, ivas seized 
with a fit of laughter, which infected every iierson at tlio table, 
the landlord himself not excepted, who found it imjiossible to 
preserve his wonted gravity of face. • 1 

, Such uiunauneiiy mirth did not fail to mortify tho philosopher, 
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wlio, aftet Some pause, during which indignation and disdain were 
painted in his countenance, reprehended our'young gentleman for 
his unphilosophical behaviour, and undertook to prove that tlio 
subject of his impiiry was of intinito consequence to the progress 
and increase of natural knowledge : but ho found no quarter from 
the veiigoful engineer, who now retorted his ironical compliments, 
with great emphasis, upon tliia hotbed for the generation of vermin, 
and advised him to lay the whole process before the ’Royal Society, 
which would, tloublless, present him with a medal, and give him 
a place among their memfurs, as a disbinguislied promoter of the 
useful arts. “If,” said he, “you liad employed your studies in 
finding out .some eflbctual metli(»d to destroy those iiisecta wdiich 
prejudice and annoy mankind, in all probability you must have 
been contented ivitli the contemplation of the good you had done ; 
but this curious expedient for multiplying maggots will surely 
entitle you to an honourable rank in the list of learned philoso¬ 
phers.”—“1 don’t wonder,” rejilied the natundist, “that you 
should he so much averse to the projiagation of inspects, because, 
in all likelihood, you arc afraid that they will not leave you a 
cabbage to cutF down with that same miraculous machine.”—“Sir,” 
answered the moehanio, with groat bitterness of voice and aspect, 
“if the cabbage be as hght-hcaded as some muck-worm philoso¬ 
phers, it will not ho worth cutting down.”—“ I iiovur dispute iqion 
cabbage with the sou of a cucumber,” said the lly-lirecder, alluding 
to the pedigree of his aiilagoiiist, who, impatient of the aHront, 
started up with fury in his looks, exclaiming, “ ’ISdeath ! meauiug 
mo, sir ? ” 

Here the patnm, iicrceiviiig tilings drawing towards a rupture, 
interposed his authority, iLimking them for their iiiLcmpcranco, 
and rocommeuding to tlmm amity and concord against the Gotlir 
and Vandals of the age, who took all opporrAiiiities of ridiculing 
and discouraging the adherents of knowledge and jihilosophy. 
After this exhortation they had no pretence tor carrying on the 
dispute, which was dropped in all appearance, though the mecliaiiic 
still retained his resentment, and, after lireakfast, when the com¬ 
pany broke up, accosted his adversary in the street, desiring to 
know how he durst be so insolent as to make that scurrilous reflec¬ 
tion upon his family. The fly-f.uicici;, thus questioned, accused 
the mathematician of having been the aggressor, in likening his 
head to a light cabbage ; and hero the altercation being renewed, 
the engineer proceedeil to the illustration of his mechanics, tilting 
lip his hand like a bal.ince, thrusting it forward by way of lever, 
embracing the naturalist's nose like a wedge betwixt two of his 
fingers, and inrning it lound with the momentum of a screw 
or peritrockiuui. Had they been obliged to decide the dispute 
with equal arms, the assailant would have had great advantage 
over the other, who was very much his inferior in muscular 
strength ; but the philosopher, being luckily provided with a cane, 
no sooner disengaged himself from this opprobrious apidication, 
than he handled his weapon with great dexterity about the head 
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and ehonldcrs of his antagoni.st, who, finding this shower of blows 
very di-sagrecvable, was fain to betake himself to his heels for 
shelter, and was pursued by the angry victor, who chased him from 
one end of tin* street to Llie otlior, atFoftling un.speakablo sati.sfac- 
tion to the multitude, as well as to our hero and to his introducUn', 
W’ho were spectators of the whole scene. 

Thus \vis 0 T*r adventurer initiated into the society of yolpors, 
though he did not as yet fully \indorsland the nature of In’s nflico, 
which was exjdained by I be young physician, who chid him for 
his blunt behaviour in the case of the medal ; and gave him to 
understand, that their patron’s favour was ucilher to be gamed nor 
preserveebbj^ any man that tvouid juetend to convict him of a mis¬ 
take ; he thcreffiro ctmnsclled him lo respect this foible, and culti¬ 
vate the old gciitlonian with all the /eal and veneration which a 
regard to his own character irould permit him to pay. This task 
was the easier tc\one of our young gentleiniin’a jiliant disposition, 
because the virtuoso’s bebavionr was absolutely free from that 
in.soleut self-ctiiiceit which ho could not licar witliout disgust ; the 
senior was, on the eonl-raiy, mild and beneficent; and Ihckki was 
rather pleased than shocked at his weakness, because it ilattered his 
vanity w'ith the supjiosition of his own superior seu.se. t’aiitioned 
in this manner, Peregrine jirofited so much by bis insinuating 
qualifications, that in a very little time he was looked upon as one 
of the chief favourites of the jiatvim, to whom he dedicated a small 
occasional yioem ; and everybody believed he would roaj) the fruits 
of his attaclimcnt among the first of the old gentleman’s dependents. 


XCVI—Pircgnno, lirullug liiniHolf m’ulrrlf'il lij' Sir Stpnrly Slc’crwcll, cxpcHtiilutcs 
wllli linn 111 n. Lptlor, In n)iis.( qnpnc('. ol jjlncli lie ih fnilnil Ins IIohsi-, tospsliis IViisloi), 
and incurs llif ('Uar|i;(‘ of Ijiiiiiiy. 

This prospect of success, together w'ith his expectations from the 
minister, whom he did not neglect, helped to comfort him under 
the reverse of fortune which he had undergone, and the uncertainty 
of the lawsuit w'hich he still maintained for the recovery of his 
ten thousand pounds. The lawyers, indeed, continued to drain his 
pocket of money, while tlwy tilled his brain with iiiisub.stantial 
hope ; and he was actually obliged to borrow money fz’om his book¬ 
seller, on the strength of the trauslatton, in order to .satisfy the 
demands of those ravoiinus harpies, ratlusr than lay the misan¬ 
thrope under any difficulties, or have lecourso to hi.s friend Hatch¬ 
way, wh'o lived at the garrison, enlirel)^ ignorant of his distress. 
This was not lat^all alleviated by tin' arrival of the Tndiaman, in 
which he had ventured seven hundred pounds, as wo Ifave already 
observed; for he was given to understand that the borrower was 
left dangerously ill at Bombay when the sliip .sailed, and that hi.s 
chance of retrieving hia money w'as very slender. , 

So situated, it is not to be siippo.sed that he had led a life of tran¬ 
quillity, though he m^de a shift to struggle w ith the remonstrances 
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uf miefortuiiG : yob such a gush of affliction would aometimea rush 
upon his thought, as overwhelmed all the ideas of his hope, and 
sank him to iho very bottom of despondence. Every equipage 
that passed him in tlie street, every person of rank and fortune 
that occurred to his view, recalled the gay images of his former 
life with such mortifying reflection as stabbed him to the very 
soul, fie lived, therefore, incessantly exposed to ail the'pangs of 
envy and disquiet. When I .say envy, I do not mean that sordid 
passion, in consequence of which a man repine,s at hia neighbour’s 
success, howsoever deserved ; but that self-tormenting indignation 
which is inspired by the prosperity of folly, ignorance, and vice. 
Without tlie intervening gleams of enjoyment, Avhich ho tolt in the 
convei-sation of a few friends, he could not have supported his 
existence, or, at least, he must have suffered some violent discom¬ 
posure of tlic brain : but one is still finding some circumstance of 
alleviation, even in the worst of c(mjuncturos; aii<l Pickle was so 
ingeiiif)iiB in those researches, that he maintained good battle 
with di.sap])ointinent, till the revolution of the term at which lie 
had received his pension of three hundred pounds. 

However, seeing the day el.apse without touching hia allowance, 
notwithstanding his significant method of pre.senting himself at 
the mini.ster’s leveo, when iho year was cxjnrod he wToto a letter 
to 8ir Steady, reminding him of his situation and promise, and 
giving him to understand, that hi.s occasions were such as com¬ 
pelled him to demand his salary for the ensuing year. In the 
morning after this letter was conveyed, the author went to his 
honour’.^ house, in c.vpectation of being admitted by fiarticular 
order ; but was mistaken in his hope, fhe minister not being visible. 
He then made liis appearance at the leveo, in hopes of being 
closeted ; but though lie took a^l op])ort unities of rvatching Sir 
Steady’s eyes, he could not obtain one glanfee, and had the pleasure 
of seeing him retire, wiLliout being favoured with the least notice. 
’riic.so circiinistiinces of wilful neglect ivore not over and above 
agreeable to our young hero, wdio, in f.lie agonies of vexsition and 
resentment, went home and composed a most acrimonious remon¬ 
strance to his honour; in consequence of which, he was not only 
deprived of all pretensions to a jirivato audience, but sxpressly 
denied admittance on a public day, by Sir Steady’s own order. 

This prfdiibition, wliicb ttHiinounced his total ruin, filled him 
with rage, horror, and despair : ho insulted the porter who signified 
the minister’s command, threatening to chastise him upon the spot 
for his presumption, and vented the most virulent imprecations 
upon his master, to the astonishment of those wUo chanced to 
enter during this conference. Having exhausted ‘himself in these 
vain exclamations, ho returned to his lodgings in a most frantic 
condition, biting his lips so tliat the blood ran from his mouth, 
dashing his head and fists against the sides of his chimney, and 
weeping with the most bitter expressions of woe. Pipes, Whose 
perception had been just sufficient to let him see that there Waa 
some difference between the present and the ^mor situation of his 
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inaster, overhearing hia transports, essayed to enter his apartment, 
with a view of administering consolation; and finding the door 
locked on the inside, desired admittance,^protesting, that otherwise 
ho would down with the bulk-head in the turning of a hand-spike. 
Peregrine ordered him to retiro, on i>ain of his divspleasure, and 
swore that if. he should offer to break open the* door, he would 
instantly •shoo? him through the head. I’om, without paying the 
least regard to this injunction, act Jiimself to work immediately. 
His master, exasperated at his want of reverence and respect, 
which, in hia present j)aroxyain, appeared W'ith the most provoking 
aggravaLmn' flew' iiitt) his clnsot, and snatching up one of his 
f)ist()l.s, already loaded, iio sexmer sawhi.s valet enter the apartment, 
in consequence of iiaving forced the k>clc, than lie presented full :it 
his face, and drew' the trigger. Happily the priming flashed in 
the pan, without commuuic iting w ith the charge ; so that liis 
fuiioiis i)urpos(; did not take cllect u])on the couitleuance of honest 
Pipes, wlio, disregardfid of the attempt, though ho knew the con¬ 
tents of tlio ijieee, asked, without llie least alteration of featuiv, If 
it must 1)0 foul weather through the whole voyage. 

Peregrine, mad as lie w'aa, repented of his mischievous iiitont 
against such a faithful adherent, in the very moment, of execution ; 
.and had it proved fatal, according to the design, in all jirobability 
he w'ould have applied another to his ow'ii head. There are certain 
eonsidcration.s that strike upon the mind witli irresistible force, 
even in the midst of its di.straction : the momentary recollection 
of some particidar scene, occasioned by the features of tlie devoted 
victim, hatlPofleii struck tlio d.igger from the arnassin’ps hand. By 
such an impulse w'as I'ipes protected fnan any rciicated effort of 
Ijia master’.s rage; the friendly c.uise of hia iiresonb disobedience 
flaslied upon the conviption J^eregrine, when ho beheld the 
ruggcil front of his valet, in which al|,o stood disclosed hia long and 
faithful service, together w'ith the reconnnendati^m of the deceased 
commodore. Though hia w'rath was immediately suppressed, and 
his heart torn w'ith remorse for what he had done, his brows 
remained still contracted ; and, darting a moat ferocious regard at 
the intruder, “ Villain 1 ” said he, “how dare you treat me with 
such disrespect ? ” # 

“ Why shouldn’t I lend a hand for the pro.scrvatiou of the ship,” 
answered the nurjuflleii Pipes, “when there is nifire sail tlian ballast 
aboard,* and the pilot quits the helm in despair ? What signiHcs 
One or two broken voyages, so long as our timbers are strong, and 
our vosBcl in good trim ? if she loses upon one tack, mayhap she 

may gain upon t’other ; and I’ll be d-d, if one day tir other w e 

don’t fetch up oifr lee-way ; as for the niat^r of provisiiili, you have 
started a pretty good shock of money into iny hold, and you are 
welcome to horst it up again when you wool.” 

Here Tom was interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Crabtree, who, 
seeing Peregrine with a pistol in his hand, and such wM disorder 
in his looks, his head, bands, and mouth besmeared with blood, 
and moreover smelling the gunpowder which had been burnt, 
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actually believed he had either committed, or was botit upon 
murder, and accordingly retreated down stairs with infinite 
despatch. All his speed could not convey him without the reach 
of Pipes, Avho, overtaking him in his passage, carried him back 
into his master’s apartment, observing, by the way, that this was 
nr) time to sheer off, when his consort stood in need of his assistance. 

There was sr)mething Sf) ruefully sevoro in the aounti'mince of 
Cadwallador, thu.s compelled, that at any other time our hero 
would have laughed at his concern ; but at present there Avas 
nothing risible in his dis])ositiou ; he had, however, laid aside lus 
])istol, and endeavoured, though in vain, to compose his internal 
tUsturbanco ; for ho could not utter one syllable to the misanthrope, 
bub stood staling at him in silence, with a most delirious aspect. 
This did not tend to dispel the dismay of his friend, who, after 
some recollection, “I wonder,” said ho, “that you have never 
killed your man before. Pray, how may you havjc disjiosed of the 
body?” Pickle, having recovered the faculty of speccli, ordered 
his lacquey out of the room, and, in a most incoiicrent detail, 
made (/rabtreo acquainted with the perfidious conduct of the 
minister. 

The confidant was very glad to find his fears disappointed, for 
he really concluded that some life was lost. Perceiving the youth 
too much agitated to be treated by him in his usual style, he owned 
that Sir Steady was a rascal ; encouraged Pickle wdth the hope of 
* being one day able to make reprisals upon him : in tlie mean time 
offered him money for liis iniinediato occasions, exhorted him to 
exert his own qualifications in rcmlcring himself independent of 
such miscreants, and finally counselled him to ro[)rcsent his w’rongs 
to the nobleman whom he Imd formerly obliged, with a view of 
intere.sting that poor in ins behalf, or at least of obtaining a satis'- 
factory explanation from tbo niiniSler, thaty he might take no pre¬ 
mature measures nt revenge. > 

These admonitions wore so much milder and more agreeable 
than our hero expected fiom the rnisautliropo, that they had ;i very 
favourable effect ujion hi.s liaiisports, which gradually subsided, 
until he became so tractable as to promise that he Avould conform 
to his advice ; in consequence f>f Avhich, he next morning waitetl 
upon his lordship, wlio received him l^ory politely, as usual, and 
with great patience heard Jiis conqilaiiit, wlffch, by the bye, he 
could not rejieat without some hasly cbullitiobs of passionate 
resentment. This peer, after having gently disajiproved of the 
letter of expostulation, which had produced such unfortunate 
effects, kindly undertook bo roconiinend his caso to the minister, 
and actually performed his promise that same da^',«wlu!n Sir Steady 
informed him, to bis utter astonishment, that the poor young 
gentleman was disordered in his brain, so that he could not- pos¬ 
sibly be provided for in a place of importance, with any regard to 
the service|; and it ^could not be expected that he (Sir Steady) 
would support his extravagance from his own private purse : that 
he had inneed, at the solicitation of a nobltoman deceascil, made 
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him a present of three hundred pounds, in consideration of some 
loss that he pretended to have sustained in an election ; but, since 
that time, had perceived in him such iiM^isputable marks of lunacy, 
both by his distracted letters and personal behaviour, as obliged 
him to give order that ho should not be admitted into the house. 
To corroborate this assertion, the iiiiiiister actually called in the 
evidence ftf lii^uwn porter, ainl oiie of the gentlemen of his house* 
hold, who had heard the execrations that escaped our youth, wheji 
he lirst found himself excluded. Tiv short, the nobleman was 
convinced that Peregrine was certainly and hovd Jidc mad as a 
March hare*; and, by the help of tliis intimation, began to recollect 
j?ome Hym]itomH of distraction which appeared in his last visit; 
he remembered a certain incoherence in his sp.cech, a violence 
of gesture and wildness of lotik, that now evidently denoted 
a disturbed understanding, and he detormmed, for his own 
credit and security, to disentangle himself from such a dangerous 
acquaintance. • 

With this view, lie, in imitation of Sir Steady, commanded liis 
gate to be sliut against our adveuturer ; so that when ho went to 
know the result of his lordshi])’s conference with the minister, the 
door was flung in his face, and the janitor told him, through an 
iron grate, that he needed not give himself the tnmble of calling 
again, for his lord desired to be excused from seeing him. He 
spoke not a word in answer to this declaration, whicli he imme¬ 
diately imputed to the ill ofHces of the minister, against whom ho 
breatlied defiance and revenge in his way to the lodgings of Cad- 
wallader, who, being made acijuainted with the maimer of his 
reception, begged lie would desist from all schemes of vengeance, 
until ho (Crabtree) should be able to unriddle the mystery of the 
whole, wliich ho did not dou^t of unveiling, by means of his 
acquaintance wdth a faifiily in which his lordship often spent the 
evening at whist. * 

It was not long before he had the desired opportunity : the 
nobleman, being under no iiijunciions or obligation to keep the 
affair secret, discovered the young gentleman’s misfortune, by way 
of news, to the first company in which ho hajqioned to be ; and 
Peregrine’s name was not sfj obscure in the fashionable world, but 
that his disorder became the general topic of conversation for a 
day ; so that his friend soon partook of.(the intelligence, and found 
means*to learn the particulars of the minister’s information, as 
above related. Nay, ho was in danger of becoming a proselyte to 
Sir Steady’s opinion, w’hen he recalled and compared every circum¬ 
stance which, he knew of Pickle’s impatience and impetuosity. 
Indeed nothing *inoro easily gains credit than an inifmtation of 
madness fixed upon any person whatsoever ; for, when the suspicion 
of the world is roused, and its observation once set at work, the 
wisest, the coolest man upon earth, will, by some particulars in hia 
behaviour, convict himself of the charge : every singulftrity in his 
dress and manner (and such are observable in every person), that 
before passed unhee4^d, now rises up in judgment against him, 
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with all the exaggeration of the observer’s fancy; and the sagacious 
examiner perceives distraction in every glance of the oye, turn of 
the finger, and motion of the head: when he speaks, there is a 
strange ijeculiarity in his argument and expression ; when ho Ivolds 
his tongue, his imagination teems with some extravagant reverie ; 
liis sobriety of demeanour is no other than a lucid interval, and his 
passion mere delirium. „ ^ 

If people of the moat sedate and insipid life and conversation arc 
subject to such criticisms, no wonder that they should take place 
upon a youth of Peregrine’s fiery disposition, which, on some occa¬ 
sions, would have actually justified any remarks of this,kind which 
his greatest enemies could make. Ue was accordingly represented 
as one of those enterprising bucks, who, after having spent their 
fortunes in riot and excess, are happily bereft of their understand¬ 
ing, and consequently insensible of tJio want and disgrace which 
they have entailed upon themselves. Cadwalladgr himself was so 
much aficcted with the report, tliat for some time he hesitated in 
his deliberations upon »ntr hero, before he could prev^lil upon him¬ 
self to communicate to him the information ho had received, or to 
treat him in other respects as a man of sound intellects. At 
length, however, he ventured to make Pickle ac«iuainted with the 
jjarticulars he had learned, imparting tliem with such caution and 
circumlocution as ho thought necessary to prevent the young gen¬ 
tleman from transgi'ossiiig all bounds of temper and moderation ; 
but, for onco, ho was agreeably deceived in his pj'ognostic. In¬ 
censed as our hero was at the conduct of the minister, he could 
not help laughing at the ridiculous aspersion, w'hich,, ho told his 
friend, he would soon refute in a manner that should not be very 
agreeable to his calumniator ; observing, that it w.as a common 
pjacticc wuth the state-pilot thus to slander those people to whorfi 
he lay under oliligations which Hie had mo mind to discharge. 
“True it is,” said Peregrine,he has succeeded more than once 
in contrivances of this kind, liaving actually reduced divers people 
of weak heads to such extremity of despair, as hath issued in 
dow'nright. distraction, wliereby he was rid of their unportunities, 
and his judgment confirmed at the same time ; but I have now, 
thank Hoaven, attained to such a [utch of philosophical resolution 
as will support me against all his macliiiiations; and I will forth¬ 
with exhibit the monster to the public in hiij true lincamenta of 
craft, perfidy, and ingratituac.” 

This indeed was the plan with which Mr. Pickle had lunuscd 
himself during the researches of Crabtree ; and by this time it so 
effectually flattered his imagination, that he believed he should bo 
able to bring his adversary, in spite of all his power, to liis own 
terms of submission, by distinguishing himself in the list of thosjj, 
who, at that period, wrote against the administration. Kor was 
this scheme so extravagant as it may seem to bo, had not ho over¬ 
looked OTioi;^ material ^circumstance, which Cadwallader himself d^d 
not recoiled when ho approved of this project. 

While he thus pioditated vengeance, the faun© of his disorder, in 
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due course of circulation, reached the cars of that kdy of quality 
whose monioii's appear in this volume. The correspondence with 
which sho had honoured our hero had been long broken off for tho 
reason already advanced, namely, his dread of being exposed to 
her infatuating charms, lie had been candid enough to niaho her 
acKjuainted with tho cause of exiling himself from her presence ; 
and she adiiy.tted tho prudence of self-restraiht, although sho 
would have been very well satisfied with the continuance of his 
intiuiacy and conversation, which were not at all boncath the 
desire of any lady in tho kingdom. Notwithstanding this inter¬ 
ruption, slip still retained a friendship and regard for his character, 
find felt all the affliction of a humane heart at the news of his inia- 
fortuiio and dcplor.'ible distemper, She luid soon him courted and 
cultivated in the sunshine of bis prosperity ; but she know, from 
sad experience, hoiv all th''*so insect followers shrink away in tho 
winter of distress. Her compassion represented him as a poor, 
unhappy lunatic* destitute of all the necessaries of life, dragging 
about tile ruitis of human nature, and exhibiting tho spectacle of 
blasted youth to the .'iconi and abhorrence of liis fellow-crcatines. 
Aching witli these charitable considerations, sho found means to 
loam in what part of the town ho lodged ; and, laying aside all 
supertluoua ceremony, went in a hackncy-chair to liia door, which 
was opened by the cver-faithful Pipes. 

Her ladyship immediately recollected the features of his trusty 
follower, whom she could not help loving in her heart for hia 
attachment and fidelity, which, after sho had applauded with a 
most gracious commendation, she kindly inquired after the state of 
his master’s health, and asked if he ivas in a condition to be seen. 
Tom, w'ho could not HUi)posc that the visit of a fine lady ivould be 
tinaeceptablc to a youth of Peregrine's cfunplexion, maile no verbal 
reply to the question ;0but, bc*koning her ladyship with «nn arch 
Kignific,‘ince of feature, at vrliicli a|^c could not forbear smiling, 
w'alked softly up stairs ; and she, in obedience to the signal, 
followed her guide into the apartment of our hero, whom sho found 
at a writing-table, in the very act of composing a oulogium upon 
his good friend Sir Steady. The nature of his work had animated 
his countenance ivith an uncommon degree of vivacity ; and, being 
dressed in a neat deshabillt, his figure could nob have appeared to 
more advantage in the eyo of a person who despised .the tinsel of 
unnecessary ornamdht. She ivas extremely well pleased to sec her 
expectations so agreeably disappointed ; for, instead of the squalid 
circumstances and wretched looks attending indigence and dis¬ 
traction, everything was decent and genteel, and the patient’s 
aspect such as jjetokened internal satisfaction. Hearing Hie rust- 
Ihi^ of silk in his room, he lifted up his eyes from theTpapor; and, 
seeing her ladyship, was struck with ostoiiishmeut and awe, as at 
the unexpected apparition of some supernatural being. 

Before he could recollect himself from his confi^ion, which 
called the blood into his cheeks, sho told luin*that, on Ihe strength 
ql old acquaintance^ sho was oomo to visit him, though it was a 
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long time since he had given her good reason to believe ho had 
absolutely forgotten tliat there was such a person in being. After 
having made the most warm acknowledgments for this unforeseen 
honour, he assured her ladyship that the subject of her reproach 
was not his fault, but rather his very great misfortune ; and that, 
if it had been in his power to forget her so easily as she seemed to 
imagine, ho should never have given her cause to» tax him with 
ivant of duty and respect. 

Still dubious of his situation, she began to converse with him on 
diliorent subjects ; and he accpiittcd himself so well in every par¬ 
ticular, that she no longer doubted his having been inisi«cpresented 
by the malice of his enemies ; and candidly told him tho Cause and 
intent of her coming, lie was not deliciout in cxj»rossions f>f grati¬ 
tude for this instance of her generosity and friendship, which oven 
drew tears from his eyes. As to the imputation of madness, ho 
explained it so much to her ladyship’s satisfaction, ihat she 
evidently perceived he had been barbarously dealt Avith, and that 
tho cliarge was no other than a most vdlanous asp^trsion. Not¬ 
withstanding all his endeavours to conceal the true state of his 
finances, it was impossible for him to give this detail without dis¬ 
closing some of the difticultiea under whicli he laboured ; and her 
ladyship’s sagacity divining the rest, she not only made him a 
tender of assistance, but, presenting a bank-note for a considerable 
sum, insisted upon his acceptance of it as a trilling mark of her 
esteem, and a specimen of what she was inclined to do in his 
behalf. But this mark of her benevolence he would by no means 
receive ; assuring her, that, though his- affairs were at present a 
little perplexed, he had never felt tho least circumstance of distress, 
and begging that she would not subject him to the burthen of such 
an unnecessary obligation. ' 

Being obliged to put up with Vhis refusal, sho protested she 
Avould never forgive him, should sho ever hear that he rejected her 
offer when ho atiiod in need of her aid ; or if, in time to come, 
he should not apply to her friendship, if ever lie should find him¬ 
self inconniiodod in point of fortune. “ An over delicacy in this 
respect,” said she, “ 1 shall look upon as a disapprobation of my own 
conduct; because I myself have been obliged to have recourse to 
my frieuda in such emergencies,” Theke generous remonstrances 
and marks of particular friendship could not fjvil to make a deep 
impression upon tho heart of our hero, which still .smarted* from 
the former impulse of her charms ; he not only felt all those trans¬ 
ports which a man of honour and sensibility may be supposed to 
feel upon such an occasion ; but the sentiments of a more tender 
passion awaiting in his breast, he could not help •xpressing him¬ 
self in terms adapted to the emotions of his soul: and at length 
plainly told her, that W'cro ho disposed to bo a beggar, he would 
ask something of infinitely more importance to his peace than the 
charitable a^istance she hivd proffered. 

Her ladyship had too much penetration to mistake his meaning ; 
but, sho did not choose to encourage his adranccs, pretended to 
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interpret his intimation into a general compliment of gallantry, and 
in a jocose manner, desired he would not give her any reason to 
believe his lucid interval was past. “In faith, my lady,” said he, 
“ I perceive the fit coming on ; and I dbn’t see why T may not use 
the privilege of my distemper, so far as to declare myself one of 
your most passionate admirers.”—“If you do,” .replied her lady¬ 
ship, “ I^slialUnot be fool enough to believe a madman, unless I 
were assured tliat your disorder proceeded from your love ; and 
that this was the case I suppose you will find it difficult to prove.” 
-■“Nay, madam,” cried the youth, “I luive in this drawer what 
will convince you of my having been mad on that strain ; and, 
eince yon«tloubb my pretension, you lunst give mo leave to produce 
my testimonials.” So saying, he opened an escrutoire, and baking 
out a paper, presented her with the following song, w liich he had 
written in her praise immt'diafoly alter he was made acquainted 
with tlio particujfirs of her story — 


I. 

Wliilo, WHli fond rupture and utuare, 

On tliy truiiHceiident cbarnis I KUze, 

My oiiitlous Kuul osHaye in vain 
Her peace bnd freedoui to uiuintain : 

Yet let that hloouiing form divine, 
Where giacn and Iiarinony conihiin'; 
ThoHC eyes, like Kemnl oihi that move, 
niepenKing gUduesa, Joy, and love, 

In all their pump ansuil my view. 

Intent iny bosom to nubdiie, 

My breast, by wary maxims steel’d, 
llol all those cbarmaohall force to yield. 


II. 


But when. Invoked to beauty's uld, 

I sue tbe enlightyi’d soul display’d ; 

Tliat*oul so sensibly sedate 
Amid tbe btorms of frqt^ai'd fate; 

Thy gomus active, strong, and clear; 

Tby wll sublime, though not severe; 

The social ardour, void of art. 

That glows within thy candid heart; 

My spirits, strength, and sense decay; 

My resolution dies away; 

And, every faculty oppress’d, 

Almightyijlovc Invades my breast' 

He^ liiclyship having perused this p'i-oduciion, “Wore 1 inclined 
to be suspicious,” said she, “I should believe that 1 had no share 
in producing this composition, which seems to have been inspired 
by a milch more amiable object. However, I will take your word 
for your intont^n, and thank you for the unmerited compliment, 
though I have met with it in such an accidental manifer. Never¬ 
theless, I must bo so free as to tell you, it is now high time for you 
to contract that unbounded spirit of gallantry, which you have in¬ 
dulged so long, into a sincere attachment for the fair Emilia, wlio, 
by all accounts, deserves the whole of your attention ind regard.” 
His nerves thrilled mention of that name, which he never heard 
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pronounced without agitation. Rather than undergo the conse- 
quencG of a c<*nvorsati<»n upon this subject, ho chose to drop tho 
theme of love altogether, and industriously introduced some other 
topic of discourse. w 


Chav. XGV'IL—He wniea against the Minister, by wlioao luhtigatioi^ he ia arrested, and 
moves himself by Habeas Corpus into the li'leet. ‘ ** 

My lady having prolonged her stay beyond the period of a coni- 
inoi) visit, and repeated her i)rotestationa in the most frank and 
obliging manner, took her leave of our adventurer, wlj,o promised 
to ]Hiy his respects to her in a few days at her own house. Mean¬ 
while he reauiuod his task ; and, having finished a most severe 
remonstrance against Sir Steady, not only with regard to his private 
ingratitude, but also to his inal-administration (»f public affair.s, ho 
sent it to the author of a weekly pajier, who had been long a ])ro- 
fessed reformer in politics ; and it appeared in a ve'ry few days, with 
a note of the ijublishor, desiring the favour of further (Sorrespoudeuco 
with the author. 

I'ho am mad versions contained in this small essay wei’e so spirited 
and judicious, and a great many new lights thrown upon tho 
subject with such perspicuity, as attracteil the notice of the public 
in ;m extraordinary manner, and heljied to raise the character 
of tho paper in which it was inserted, Tho minister was not 
tho last who examined the performance, wdiich, in spite of all his 
boasted temper, provoked him to such a degree, that he set his 
emiswaries at work, and, by (lint of corruption, procured a sight of 
the m.muscript in Peregrine’s own hand-writing, whicli he imme¬ 
diately recognised ; but, fui further confirmation of his opinion, he 
coinjiared it, with the two letters which ho had received from ouV 
adventurer. Had ho known tliottyonng gentleman’s talents for 
declamation wmo so acute, ji^irhapa he ivould never have given 
him cause to complain, but employed him in tho vindication of his 
own measures ; nay, he might still have treated him like some 
other authors wliom ho had brought over from the opposition, had 
not the keenness of this first a.ssault incensed him to a desire of 
revenge. Ho therefore no sooner made this discovery, than he 
coni’eyed his directions to his dependent, tho receiver-general, 
who was pi'^sessod of Pickle’s nolo. Next day, while our author 
stood within a circle of Irts Jicquainbince, ^t a cei'tain .coffee¬ 
house, liolding forth with great eloipience iiixm tlio diseases 
of tho state, he was acco.stod by a bailiff, who entering tho room 
with five or .six followers, told him aloud, that he had a writ 
against him for twelve hundred pounds, at the suij; of Mr. Ravage 
(Ileanum. ‘ 

Tho whole company were ivstonlshed at this address, wliich did 
not fail to discompose the defendant himself, who, as it were in¬ 
stinctively, pi the midst of his confusion, saluted the officer across 
the head with his cane ; in consequence of which applicatidn he was 
surrounded and disarnied in instant by t^e gang, who caiiriod 
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him off to tho next tavern in the most opprobrious manner. Nor 
did one of the spectators interpose in his behalf, or visit him in his 
confinement with the least tender of advice or assistance ; such is 
the zeal of a coffee-house friendship, tfhis stroke was the more 
severe upon our hero, as it was altogether unexpected; for ho had 
utterly forgotten the debt for which he was arrested. His present 
iudignati^m wjja, however, chiefly kindled against the b-ailitf, who 
had done his office in such a di3res]>ectful manner: and the first 
use he made of his recollectimi, in the house to which they con¬ 
ducted him, was to chastise him for the insolence and indecency 
of his behfiyiour. 'ibis task ho performed witli his bare fists, every 
pthor weapon being j)rcviously conveyed out of his reach ; and the 
delinquent underwent his discipline witlv siirjui.sing patience and 
resignation, asking pardon witli grc.at lininility, and protesting, 
before Clod, that ho had never willuiuly and wittingly used any 
gcntloniaii with ill manners ; but bad been connuanded to arrest 
our adventurer according to the express direction of tlie creditor, 
on pain foi#citiug hks place. 

liy this declaration Peregrine was appeased, and, out oi a 
delirium of jiassion, waked to all the horrors of reflection. All the 
glory of his youth was now eclipsed ; all the blossoms of hi.s hope 
wore blasted ; and ho s;uv liimself doomed to the miseries of a jail, 
without the least projiiiecb of enlargement, except in the issue of 
his lawsuit, of which ho had for some lime past grown lc's.s and 
le.ss confident every day. What would become of the unfortunate, 
if the constituiioii of the mind did not permit them to bring one 
passion inta the field against another ? passions, that operate in 
the human breast like poisons of a dilfcrcnt naluro, extinguishing 
each other’s effect,. Our hero's grief reigned in full despotism, 
ftutil it was deposed by revenge ; during llio predominancy of 
which ho cou.sidercd ev^rythinj* which had hapjieucd as a circum- 
staiico conducive to its gratification.^ “ Jf I must bo a juisoner for 
life,” s;ud he to himself, “if I must reliiKpiish all my gay expecta¬ 
tions, let me at least have the satisfaction (jf clanking my chains 
si as to interrupt the repose of my advcisary ; and let mo search 
in niy own breast for that peace and contentment which 1 have 
not been able to find in all the seene.s of my success. In being 
dcbichcd from tlic world, l*shall be delivered from folly and ingrati¬ 
tude, as well as exempted from an expense, which l^^shouhl have 
found .it very ditiictilt, if not impracticable, to sujiport: 1 shall 
have little or no temptation to misspend my time, and more 
undisturbed opportunity to earn my subsistence and prosecute 
my revenge. After all, a jail is tlie best tub to which a cjuiic 
philosopher canjetirc." 

Xu consequence of these cumfurtuble roflectioiiB, ho Sent a loiter 
to Mr. Crabtree, with an account of his misfortune, signifying hia 
resolution to move himself immediately into the Fleet, and desiring 
that ho would send him some understanding attorney of Jiis acquaint¬ 
ance, who would direct him into the steps ftecessary^a bo taken 
tliafc purpose, (pb© misanthropet upon the receipt of this 
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intimation, went in person to a lawyer, whom he accompanied to 
the Bponging-lionse, whither the prisoner had by this time retired. 
Peregrine was, under the auspices of this director, conducted to the 
judges’ chamber, where Ho was left in the custody of a tipstaff; 
and, after having paid for a warrant of habeas corpus, by him 
conveyed to the Fleet, and delivered to the care of the warden. 

Here ho was introduced to the lodge, in which Lo was obliged 
to expose himself for a full half-hour to the eyes of all the turn¬ 
keys and door-keepers, who took an accurate survey of his persoji, 
i.hat they might know him again at first sight ; and then he was 
turned loose into the place called the mastcr’.s side, having given a 
valuable cousidcrati(jn for that privilege. This is a large range 
of building, containing some hundreds of lodging-rooms for the 
convenience of the pri.s()ner.s, who pay so much ])er week for that 
{»ceommodation. In short, tliis commniiity is like a city detached 
from all comniunicabion with the neighbouring jiarts, regulated 
by its own laws, and funiislied with peculiar coij^vcniences for 
the use of tlic inhabitants. There is a coffee-liouso lor the resort 
of gentlemen, in wdiieh all sorts of Ikpiors are kept, and a public 
kitchen, where any «piantity of meat is sold, at a very reasonable I'abe, 
or any kind of provision boiled and roasted gratis, for the poor 
pi’i.soiicra: nay, there are certain servants of the public, wdio are 
obliged to go to market, at the pleasure of individuals, without fee 
or reward from those who employ them. Nor are they cooped up, 
so as to be excluded from the benefit of fresh air, there being an 
open area, of considerable extent, adjacent to the building, on 
which they may exercise theniselvos in walking, skktles, bowls, 
and a variety of other diversions, according to the inclination of 
each. 

Our adventurer, being admitted a denizen of this community, 
found himself bewildered in the midst of Sslrangers, who, by their 
a[ipe;«‘ance, did not at all prcpo.ssess him in their favour; and, 
after having strolled about the place with his friend Cadwallader, 
rexiaired to the coffee-house, in order to bo further informed of the 
peculiar customs whicli it was necessary for him to know. There, 
while ho endeavoured to iiick up intelligence from the bar-keeper, 
ho was accosted by a iierson in canonicals, who very civilly asked 
if he was a new-comer '^ Being answered in the affirmative, ho 
gave him the salutation of w^'lcome to the .society ; and, with great 
liospitality, undertook to initiatiO him in the constitutions of the 
brotherhood. This humane clergyman gave him to understand, 
that his first care ought to be that of securing a lodging ; telling 
him there was a certain number of apartments in the prison let at 
the same price, though some were more commodious than others; 
and that when the better sort became vacant, by the removal of 
their possessors, those who succeeded in point of seniority had the 
privilege of occupying the empty tenements, preferable to the rest 
of the inhabitants, liowsoevor respectable they might otherwise be : 
that when the jail was very much crowded, there was but one 
chamber allotted for tw'O lodgers; bqt this wus not considered aft 
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any great bardship on the prisonera, because, in that case, there 
was always a sutficient number of males who willingly admitted the 
females to a share of their apartments and beds : not but the lime 
had been ■when this expedient would *liiot answer tlie occasion, 
because, after a couple had been <iuartered in every room, there 
was a considerable residue still unprovided with lodging; so that, 
for the tyne b^ing, the last comers wore obliged to take up tlieir 
habitation in Mount ycoimdrol, an apai’tment most miserably fur¬ 
nished, ill which they lay promiscuously, amidst tilth and vermin, 
until they could be better accommodated in due course of rotation. 

Peregrin®, hearing tlie description of this idace, began to be very 
impatient*about his night’s lodging ; and the pars<»n, perceiving 
his anxiety, conducted him, without loss of lime, to the warden, 
who ft)rthvYith }>ut him in possession of a paltry chamber, for w'bich 
ho agreed to pay half-a-crovvn n This point liciiig settled, 

his director gavojiim an account of the different; methods of eating, 
either singly, in a mess, or at an ordinary ; and advised him to 
choose the Irflt, as tlie most reputable, oUeving to introduce him 
next day to the b<'st company in the Fleet, who alw'ays dined 
together in i)ublic. 

Pickle, having thanked this gciiileman for his civilities, and 
promised to be governed by liis advice, invited liim to pass the 
evening at his apartment ; and, in the mean time, shut himself up 
with Crabtree, in order to deliberate upon the wreck of bis aiFairs. 
Of all bis amide fortune, notliing now remained but Ids wardrobe, 
which was not very sumptuous, about thirly guineas in cash, and 
the garrisoii, which the misanthrope counselled him to convert 
into ready money for his present subsistence. 'I’his advice, how¬ 
ever, ho absidutcly rejected ; not only on account of bis having 
Already bostow'od it upon Hatchway during the term of liis natural 
life, but also with a view of rclftiuiiig some memorial of the com¬ 
modore’s generosity ; lui proposed, JLhorefore, to finish in this re¬ 
treat the translation which he had undertaken, and earn his future 
subsistence by labf)ur of the same kind. He desired Cadwallader 
to take charge of his moveables, and scud to him such linen and 
clothes as he should have occasion for in his confinement. lint, 
among all his difiiculties, nothing embarrassed him s«> much as his 
faithful Pipes, whom ho cSuld no longer entertain in his service. 
He knew Tom had made sliift to pick up a compcicncy in the 
course, of his nmiistration ; but that Reflection, though it iu some 
measure alleviated, could not wholly prevent the mortification lie 
should suffer in parting with an alFoctionate adherent, who was by 
this time become as necessary to him .as one of hia own members, 
and who wasiso^iccuslomed to live under hi.s command^and protec¬ 
tion. that he did not believe the fellow could reconcile liimself to 
any other way of life. 

Crabtree, in order to make him easy on that score, offered to 
adopt him in the room of his own valet, whom ho would dismiss ; 
though he observed, that Pipes had been quite* spoiled m our hero’s 
service. But Peregrine did not choose to lay his friend under that 
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inconvenience, knowing that his present lacquey understood and 
complied with all the peculiarities of his humour, which Pipe's 
would never be able to 8t\idy or regard ; he therefore determined 
to send liim back to his shipmate Hatchway, with whom ho had 
spent the fore part of his life. These points being adjusted, the two 
fi-ieiuLs adjourned to the cofFoc-housc, with a view of inquiring into 
l,ho character of the clergyman, to whoso beneficeike otJr adven¬ 
turer was so much indebted. They learned he was a person who had 
incurred the displeasure of the bishop in whoso di<Jceso ho wa.s 
Bcttlod; and, being unequal in ])owor to his antagonist, had been 
driven to tlio Fleet, in consequence of his obstinate ‘opposition ; 
though he still found means to enjoy a pretty considerable income 
by certain irregular practices in the way of his function, which 
income was chiefly consumed in acts of humanity to his fellow- 
creatures ill distress. 

His culogium was scarce finished, when ho entered the room, 
according to appointment with Poregrino, who, ordering wine and 
soniotliing for supper to be carried to his apartnient, the trium¬ 
virate went thither ; and Cadwallador taking liis leave for the 
night, the two fellow-prisoners passed the eveniiig very sociably, 
our hero being entertained by liis now couipanion with the private 
history of the place, some particulars of whieli were extremely 
curious. Ho told him, that the person who attended them at 
supper, bowing with the most abject servility, and ivorshipping 
him every time lie ojiened his mouth, with the epithets of your 
lordsliip and your honour, liad, a few years before, been actually 
a captain in the guards, who. after having run his cAl-eer in the 
great world, had threaded e-/ery station in their community, from 
that of a buck of the first order, who swaggons about the Fleet ig 

a laced coat, with a footman aqjl w--, to the degree of a 

tapster, in wliich lie was now hajjpily so ttled. “ if you will take 
the trouble of going into tlie'eook’.s kitchen,”, said he, “ you will 
perceive a beau metamorpliosed into a turnspit; and there are 
some hewers of wood and drawers of waiter in this microcosm, 
who have had forc.st.s and fish-ponds of their own : yet, notwith¬ 
standing such a miserable reverse of fortune, they are neither 
objects of regard nor compassion, beci|.u8e their niisfortuiie.s are 
the fruits of the most vicious extravagance ; and they are abso¬ 
lutely insensible of the miairy which is Uieiwlot. Those of our 
fellow-sufferers who have been reduced by uudeserved losSes, or 
the precipitation of inexperienced youth, never fail to meet with 
the' most brotherly assistance, provided they behave with decorum 
and a duo sense of their unhapjiy circumstances. Nor are we 
destitute of power to chastise the licentious, who rbfuso to comply 
with the regulations of the place, and disturb the peace of the 
commuiiiby with riot and disorder. Justice is hero impartially 
administered by a court of equity, consisting of a select number of 
the most respectable, inhabitants, w'ho punish all offenders with 
equal judgment and resolution, after they have been fairly con¬ 
victed of the crimes laid to their charge. * 
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The clergyman, having thus explained the economy of the 
place, as well as the cause of his own confinement, began to dis* 
cover signs of curiosity touching oiir henj<)’8 situation ; and Pickle, 
thinking he could do no less for the satisfaction of a man who had 
treated him in such a hospitable manner, favoured him with a 
detail of the circumstances which produced his Hnj)risonment; at 
the same* timtf gratifying his resciitincnt against the minister, 
which delighted in recapitulating the injuries ho had rocciv'cd. 
The parson, who had boon prepossessed in favour of our youth at 
first sight, understanding what a considerable part he had acted 
on the stage of life, felt las veneration increase ; and pleased with 
rtiG (jpporluniby of introducing a stranger of his consetpience to 
the club, loft him to his repose, or rather to ruiniiiato ou an event 
which he had not as yet seriously considered. 

T might here, in imitation of some celebrated W'ritcrs, furnish 
out a page or twoiwitli the reflections ho made upon the instability 
of human aflli^’s, tlio treachery of tho woj ld, and the temerity of 
youth ; and endeavour to decoy the rea<lor into a smile, by semo 
(piaint obse^\^at.ion of my t>wn, touching the sagacious morahscr : 
hut, besides that T look upon this pi’actioe as an importiiient anti¬ 
cipation of tho peruser’s thoughts, I have too much matter of 
importance upon my hands, to give the reader the least reason to 
believe that I am driven to such paltry shifts, in order to eke out 
tho v^olumo. Suffice it then to say, our adventurer ]).'i?sed a very 
uneasy night, not only from tlie thorny suggestions of his mind, 
but likewise from the anguish of his body, which siillcrod from 
tho hardiics8»of his couch, as well as from Jibe natural inhabitants 
thereof, that did not tamely suirer Ins intrusion. 

In the luoruing ho was waked by Pipes, who brctught upon his 
sriouldor a portmanteau filled ^u‘th neccasaries, according to the 
direction of Cadwalladd!’; and, tossing it down ujion the floor, 
regaled himself with a quid, withetit the least manifestation of 
concern. After some pause, “You sec, Pipes,” said his master, 
“to what I have brought myself.”—“Ay, ay,” answered tho 
vaJet, “if once tho vessel is ashore, wh.'it signilifss talking? Wo 
must hear a hand to tow her off, if we can : if she won’t budge for 
all the anchors and capstans aboard, after wo have lightened her, 
by cutting away her masts,*and heaving our guns and cargo over¬ 
board, why then, mnyhap, a brisk galc^ of wind, a tid«f, (pr current 
setting* from shore, may float her again in the blast of a W'histle. 
Here is two hundred and ten guineas by the talc, in this liorc 
canvas bag ; and upon this scrap of paper—no, avast—that’s my 
discharge from the pariah for Moll Trundle—ay, here it is—an 
ordoi' for thirty •pounds upon tho what -d’ye-call-’om ii» the city ; 
and two tickets for tw'onty-five and eighteen, which 1 lent, d’ye 
see, to Sam Studding, to buy n cargo of rum, when he hoisted the 
sign of the Commodore at St, Catherine’s.” So saying, he spread 
hS whole stock upon the table, for the acceptance of ^Peregrine ; 
who, being veiy much affected witJi this fresh instance of hja 
attachment, expressed his satisfaction at seeing he had been such- 
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a good economist, and paid his wages up to that very day. He 
thanked him for his faithful services ; and, observing that lie 
himself was no longer in a condition to maintain a domestic, advised 
him to retire to the garrison, where he would bo kindly received 
by hia friend Hatchway, to whom he would recommend him in the 
strongest terms. 

Pipes looked blank at this unexpected intimatiop, to ^which he 
replied, that he wanted neither pay inu* provision, but only to be 
emidoyed as a tender ; and that ho would not steer his course for 
the garrison, unless his master would first take his lumber aboard. 
Pickle, however, peremptorily refused to touch a farthing of the 
money, which he commanded him to j)ub up ; and Pipes was so 
mortified at his refusal, that, twisting the notes together, he 
threw them into the lire without hesitation, crying, “ D— the 
money 1 " The canvas bag, with its contents, would have shared 
the same fate, had not Peregrine started up, and, snatching the 
paper from the dames, ordered his valet to forlioar, on jiaiii of 
being banished for ever from his sight, lie told hinl that, for the 
present, there was a necessity for lus being dismissed, and he dis¬ 
charged liim accordingly ; but if he would go arxd live quietly 
with the lieutenant, lie promised, on the first favonralile turn of 
his fortune, to take him again into his service. In the mean 
time, he gave Inni to understand, that he neither wanted, nor 
would make any use of his money, I' liich he insisted upon his 
pocketing immediately, on jiain of forfeiting all title to his favour. 

Pipes was very much chagrined at these injunctions, to which 
he made no reply ; but, sweei'ing the money into his^bag, stalked 
off in silence, with a look of grief and mortification which Jiis 
couiiteiiauco liad never exhibited before. Nor was the pnmd 
heart of Pickle unmoved upon this occasion ; ho could scarce sup¬ 
press his sorrow in the presence oi Pipes ^ and, as soon as he was 
gone, it vented itself in teai's. „ 

Having no great pleasure in conversing with his own thoughts, 
he dressed himself with all convenient despatch, being attended 
by one of the occasional valets of the place, wlio had formerly 
been a rich mercer in the city ; and this operation being performed, 
he went to breakfast at the cotfee-house, where he Tiapiicned to 
meet with his friend the clorgyinaii, and several [lersoiis of genteel 
appiearance, ato whom the doctor introduced J,iim as a new mess¬ 
mate. By these gentlemen he was conducted to a place, .where 
they spent the forenoon in playing at fives, an exercise in which 
our hero took singular delight; and about one o’clock a court was 
held, for the trial of tw<i delinquents who had transgressed the 
laws of honesty and good order. The first who ,appeared at the 
bar was an attorney accused of having picked a gentleman’s 
pocket of his handkerchief ; and the fact being proved by incon¬ 
testable evidence, he received sentence, in consequence of which 
he was immediately carried to the public pump, and subjected to 
a severe cascade of cold water. This cause being discussed, they 
proceeded to the trial of the other offender, ji’lio was a lieutenant 
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of a man-of-war, indicted for a riot, which he had committed in 
company with a female, not yet taken, against the laws of the 
place and the peace of his fcllow-prisonejs. The culprit had been 
very obstreperous, and absolutely refused to obey the sunnuons, 
with many expressions of contempt and defiance against the 
authority of the court; upon which the constjibles were ordered 
to bring Jinn *to tlio bar, ri ti armis^ and lie wiis accordingly 
brought before the judge, after having made a most desperate re¬ 
sistance with a hanger, by which one of the ofheers was danger¬ 
ously wounded, 'riiis t utrage w’as such an aggravation of liis 
crime, that .the court would not venture to decide ujion it, but 
i*emitted l«in to the senteuo(3 of the warden, who, by virtue of liis 
dictatorial power, ordeiod the rioter to be loaded w'lth irons and 
confined in the strong-room, which is a dismal dungcfui, situated 
upon the side of the ditch, infested 'ejih tijads and vermin, sur¬ 
charged with noisome damps, and imiievvioiis to the least lay of 
light. 

Justice bein^ done upon tliesn criminals, our atlvonturer and bis 
company adjourned to the ordinary, which was kept at the coll'ce 
house ; and he found upon inquiry that his messmates consisted of 
one oflicer, two underwriters, three i-rojectors, an alchymist, an 
attorney, a jiar.soii, a brace of jioeta, a baronet, and a knigbi of the 
bath. The dinner, though not sumiituous, nor very elegantly 
served up, w'us nevertheless substantial, and pretty well dressed ; 
the W'ine was tolerable, and all tlio guests as cheerful as if they had 
been utter strangers to calamity ; so that our adventurer began to 
relish tlie conjjiaiiy, and mix iii the conversation witJi tliat si»right- 
lines.s and ease wdiicli wcie peculiar to liis disposition. The repast 
being ended, the reckoning paid, and ]>art of the gentloineii with- 
dfawn to cards or other avocations, those who remained, among 
whom Peregrine made one, agreAl to spend the afternoon in con¬ 
versation over a boivl of jmneh ; ari(l the Ihpior being juoduced, 
they passed the time very soeuilly in various toiues of discourse, 
including many curious anecdotes relating to their own affairs. 
No man scrupled to owui the nature of the debt for which he was 
confined, unless it happened to be some piddling affair ; but, on 
the contrary, boasted of the imjiortance of the sum as a circum- 
atanco that implied his having been a person of conseijuence in 
life ; and he who lua^e the most remaijtablo escapes ffom bailiffs 
was looked upon as a man of superior genius and address. 

Among other extraordinary adventures of this kind, none w^as 
more romantic than the last elopement achieved by the ollicer, who 
told them ho had been arrested for a debt of two hundred ])(^uiids, 
at a time when h# could not command as many jienco, and con¬ 
veyed to the bailiffs house, in which he continued a whole fort¬ 
night,. moving his lodgings higher and higher, from time to time, 
in proportion to the decay of his credit, until from the parlour ho 
had made a regular ascent to the garret. There, whiW he rumi¬ 
nated on his next step, which would have been to the Hlarsbalsea, 
and saw the night coivie on, attended with hunger and cold, the 
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wind began to blow, and the tilee of the house rattled with the 
storm; Ills imagination was immediately struck with the idea of 
esc lying unpercoived amidst the ilarkness and noise of the tempest, 
by creeping out of the wLidow of his apartmout, and making his 
way over the tops of the adjoining houses. Glowing W'ith this 
prospect, he examined the passage, which, to his infinite mortifica¬ 
tion, he found grated with iron bars on the outside ; but even this 
ditUculty did not divert liini from his purpose. Cchiscitius of liis 
own strength, ho believed himself able to make a hole through 
the roof, which seemed to bo slender and crazy ; and, on this sup¬ 
position, ho barricaded the door with the whole furniture of the 
room ; then setting himself to work with a poker, by in a few 
minutes effected a passage for his hand, with which he gradually 
stripped oft’ the boards and tiling, so as to (jpon a sally-port for his 
whole body, through whicli he fairly set himself free, groping his 
way towards the next tenement. Here, however, he met with an 
unlucky accident; his liat being blown oft' hi-s head, chanced to fall 
into the court just as o)ic of the bailiffs frjllowers wfs knocking at 
the door, and this myrmidon, recognising it imiucdiatcly, gavo the 
alarm to his chief, who running up stairs to tlie garret, forced open 
the door lu a twinkling, notavithstanding the precautions which 
the prisoner had taken, and with his atteiulanl. pursued the fugitive 
through his own track. “After this chase had continued some 
time,” said the ofticov, “to the imunnent danger of all three, I 
found my progress suddenly stopped by a sky-light, through which 
L perceived seven tailors sitting at work upon a board. Without 
tlio least hesitation or previous notice 1 ])luugod among thorn with 
niy backside foremost. Before they could rccolle(?i themselves 
from the constern.itiou occasioned by such a strange visit, I told 
tln*ru my situation, and gave them to understand that there was 
no time to be lost One of the ?• umber Jaking the hint, led me 
instantly down stains and dismissed me at the street door, while 
the bailift’ and his folLiwer, arriving at the breach, w^ere deterred 
from eiitcriug by the brethren of iny deliverer, who, presenting 
their shears, like a range of chevaiix de friae, coinmandod them to 
retire on pain of immediate death ; and the catchpole, rather than 
risk his carcase, consented to discharge the debt, comforting him¬ 
self with the hope of making mo prisoper again. There, however, 
he was disaa/pointed : I kept snug, and laughed at his escape* war¬ 
rant, until i was ordered fcbroad with the r<^inient, when 1 con¬ 
veyed myself in a hearse to Gravesend, where I embarked for 
Flanders ; but being obliged to come over again on the recruiting- 
service, I was nabbed on another score; and all the satisfaction 
my first captor has been able to obtain is a writ of detainer, which, 
1 believe, t*ill fix me in this place until the parlianiout,’ in its great 
goodness, shall think proper to discharge my debts by a new act 
of insolvency." 

Everybody owned that the captain's success was equal to the 
hardiness ef his enterprise, which was altogether in the style of a 
soldier : but one of the merchants observed that ho must have Been a 
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bailiff of small experience who would trust a prisoner of that con¬ 
sequence in such an unguarded place. “If the captain," said ho, 
“h^ul fallen into llie hands of sucli a cunning rascal as the fellow 
that arrested me he would not have fou^d it such an easy matter 
to escape ; for the manner in which I was caught is-perhaps tlic 
most extraordinary that ever was practisud in those realms. You 
must know, gontlomen, 1 suffered such losses by insuring vessels 
during tlio Will' that I was obliged to stop payment, though my 
expectations were such as to encourage me to manage one branch 
of business without coining to any immediate composition with my 
creditors. In short, 1 received consignments from abroad as usual; 
and that 1 fliight not be subject to the visits of those catchpole-s, I 
Aever stirred abroad ; but turning my lirst lloor into a warehouse, 
ordered all my goods to be hoisted up by a crane, fixed to the ui»pci‘ 
story of my house. Divers were the stratagems practised by those 
ingenious ferrets with a view of tlecoyjiig me from the walls of my 
tortification. I peceived innumerable messages from people who 
wanted to soe^me at certain taverns upon particular bn.sinoss ; T 
was summoned inUx the country to see my own niotlier, who wa". 
said to be at the point of death. A geullewomiin one night v.aw 
taken in labour on my thresliold ; at another time I was disturbed 
with the cry of murder in the street; and once I was alarmed by 
a false fire : but being still ujxon my guard, 1 butllcd all their 
attempts, and thought myself cpiito secure from their invention, 
when one of those blood-hounds, inspired, I believe, by the devil 
himself, contrived a snare by which 1 was at la,st entrainxcd. lie 
made it his business to inquire into the jiarticulans of my tralfic ; 
and understifiiding that, among othei' thing.s, there were several 
chests of Florence entered at the custoni-house tai my behalf, he 
lydcrod himself to bo enclosed in a box t)f the same dimensions, 
with air-holes in the bottom Jor the benefit iff breathing, and 
No, III marked upon tinfcover ; and being conveyed to my door in a 
cart among other goods, was in lns*tuiii hoisted uj) to my ware¬ 
house, where 1 stood with a hammer, in orxler to 0 ]tcu the chests, 
that I might compare the contents with the invoice. You may 
guess my surprise and consLcriiatiuu, when, upon uncoveiing tho 
Ixox, I saw a bailiff roaring up his head, like Lazarus from the 
grave, and heard him declare that ho had a writ against mo for a 
thousand pounds. Indeed, I aimed tho hammer at his liead, but 
ill the hurry of injii confusion missedsi, my mark ; bcf?>ro I could 
repeat the blow ho started up with great agility, and executed his 
olhee in .sight of several evidences wlioiii ho had a.sscmbled in tho 
street for that imrpose, so that I could not possibly disentanglo 
myself from the toil without incurring an escape-warrant, from 
which I had no t>rotoction ; but had 1 known thex, conijsnts of llio 
chest, by all bhat^s g(»od ! I would have ordered ray porter to raise 
it up‘as high as tho crane would permit, and then have cut the rope 
by. accident." 

“ That expedient,” said the knight with thej’cd ribhfji, “wouUl 
have discouraged him from such hiwariious attempts for the future, 
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j«\d would luivu been an example in, terrorem to all his brethren. 
The stoiy puts me in mind of a deliverance aehievotl by Tom 
Hackaboiit, a very stout, honest fellow, an old acquaintance of 
mine, who had been so fiiiuous for maiming bailiftVs, that another 
geiilleman, having been ill-used at a spouging-honse, no sooner 
obtained his liberty, than, wiLli a view of being revenged upon the 
landlord, lie, for rive shillings, bought one of Tom’s notes, which 
sold at a very largo discount, and, talcing out a writ upon it, put 
jt into the hands of the bailiff who had used him ill. The catch- 
pole, after a diligent search, had an opportunity of executing the 
writ upon the defendant, who, without ceremony, broke one of his 
arms, fractured liis skull, and belaboured him in such a manner, 
that he lay without sense or motion on the spot. By such exploits 
this hero bueauKi .so foi'midablc, that no single bailiff would under¬ 
take to arrest him ; so that ho a])])oared in all public places 
untouched. At length, however, several otiicers of the Marshalsea 
court enfered into a confedi'raoy against liim;'ainl two of the 
niiinhor, atlendod by three desperate hdlowers, ventured to arro.st 
him one dav in the Strand, near Hniit,forfor<l-ni;irket. He found it 
imjiossihle to make resLstance, because Ihe uhole gang sprang upon 
him at once, like .so many tigers, and pinioned his anus so fast, that 
lie could nf)t wag a linger. I'crceiving himself fairly overpowered, 
he desired to he conducted fortliwilli to jail, and was stowed ilia 
boat accordingly. By that tiuio they had reached the mhklh' of the 
river, he found means t.o overset the wherry by accident; and every 
man, disregarding the prisoner, consulted his own safety. As for 
Hackahout, to whom that element was (|uite familiar, ho mounted 
astride upon the keel of tlie ho;i,t, which was up|feriuost, and 
exhorto(l t.he bailiffs to swim for their lives, protesting, before Gotl, 
that they had no other chance to he saved. p 

The watonueii were immediately taken up by some of their owui 
friends, who, far from yielding any a.ssifi(auce to the catehjioles, 
kept aloof, and exulted in theii calamity. Tn bhorf., two of the five 
went to the bottom, and never saw the light of God’s sun ; .and the 
olher tiirec with great diflieidty taved tlimn.si)lve8 by laying hold 
on the rudder of a dung-barge, to which they were carried by the 
stream, Avhile Tom, with great deliberation, swam across to the 
Surrey shore. After this achievement, Jie was so much dreaded by 
the whole fraternity, that they shivered at the very mention of his 
name; and this cliaracf er,o vvliich some people .would think an 
advantage to a man in debt, was the greatest misfortune that could 
jiossihly happen to him; liecause no tradesman would give him 
credit for tiie least trifle, on the supposition that he could not 
indemnify liimself in the common course of law.” 

1’ho panson did not approve of Mr. Iluclcahdut’s metliod of 
escaping, which he considered as a very unchristian attempt upon 
the Jives uf his fellow-subjects. “ It is enough,” said he, “ that 
we elude the laws of our country, without murdering the officers 
of justice, my own part, I can lay my h.aiul upon my heart, 

and safely say that 1 forgive from my soul the fellow by whom I 
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was made a prisoner, although the circnm.stancos of his behaviour 
were treaoherouH, wicked, and profane. Y^m must know, Mr. 
Pickle, I was one day called into my ^hapel, in ortler to join 
a couple in the holy bands of inatriinuny ; and my aflaira benig at 
that time so situated as to lay me under appreliensions of an arrest, 

I cautiously surveyed the man through a lattice, which w^as made 
for that pyrpof^', before I would venture to come within his reach. 
He wa.s clothed ni a seaman’s jacket and trowsers, and had sucli an 
air of simplicity in Ids countenance as divested nic of ;ill suspicion : 

1 therefore, without further scru])le, trusted myself in his presence, 
began to exercise the duty of my function, .ind liad actually per¬ 
formed oi»c-lialf of the ceremony, when the sniiposed woman, 
pulling out a paper from her bosom, exclaimed, with a masculine 
voice, ‘ ISir, you are my prisoner : T have got a writ .against you 
for five hundivd pounds!’ I wa:> Dniudcrstruck at this declara¬ 
tion, not so miu'li^on account of my own misfortune—which, thank 
lloavon, I can bear witli patience and resignation—as at the iinpiely 
of tlie w ret cl If first, in disguising such a worldly aim under tli<’ 
cloak of leligion ; and, secoudlj^, in jivostitnting the service, when 
there wa.s no (jccasion for so doing, his design liaving lu’cviously 
taken effect. Yet 1 forgive him, ])oov ‘’.oul ! because ho knew nob 
what he did ; and 1 hope you, Sir fc>iiii])le, will eyerb the same 
Christian virtue towards the man by whom you were likewise 
overreached. ” 

“Oh ! d-the rascal! ” cried the knight; “were T his judge, 

he should be condemned to flame.s everlasting. A \ illain ! to dis¬ 
grace mo in,sueh a manner, Ix'fore almc'st all the fasliionable 
company in town. ” Oiir hero cx])re.s.sing a curiosity to know tlio 
])art.iculars of thi.s adveuturi', llie knight gratified liis desire by 
tailing him that one evening, wliile lie was eng.aged in a party of 
cards, at a drum in the Itouso of ft oertaiii lady of quality, he was 
given to understand, by one of the s#rvant.s, that a stranger, very 
richly dressed, had just arrived in a chair, preceded by five footmen 
with flambeaux, and that he refused to come ujistair-s until he should 
he introduced Ijy ISir (Simple. Upon this notice," (uuitinucd (he 
knight, “I judged it was some of my quality friends j and, having 
obtained her ladyship’s permission to biing him up, went down to 
the hall, and perceived a person whom, to the host f»f my nicoliec- 
tion, I had never s^en before, irowt^er. his appoai^nce was so 
magnilnjcnt, that I could not harbour tlie least suspicion of hi.s true 
quality ; and, seeing mo advance, he saluted mo with a very genteel 
bow, observing that though he had nob the honour of ray acquaint¬ 
ance, he could not dispense with waiting upon me, even on that 
occasion, in cou%iqueuco of a letter which ho had roceiyed froni a 
particular friend. So saying, he put a paper into my hand, inti¬ 
mating that he had got a writ against me for ten thousand pounds, 
and that it would be my interest to submit without resistance, for 
he was provided with a guard of twenty men, ji’ho snrrwnded the 
door in different disguises, determined to secure me against all 
opposition. Enraged git the scouiidrcl’s finesse, and trusting to the 
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asaisiaiico of the real footmen assemhlod in the hall, ‘ So, you are a 
rascally hiiililT,’ said I, ‘who have assumed the garb of a gentle¬ 
man ill order to disturb her ladyship’s company ? Take this, felloW, 
my lads, and roll him in tlie kennel: here are ten guineas for your 
trouble.’ These words were no sooner pronounced, than 1 was 
seized, lifted up, placed in a chair, and carried off in the twinkling 
of an eye : not but that the servants of the house end spme other 
footmen made a motion toward.s my rescue, and alarmed all the 
company above ; but the bailiff'affirming, with undaunted effrontery, 
that I was taken up upon an alfair of state, and so many people 
appearing in his behalf, Iho countess would not suffer the supposed 
messenger to be insulted ; and he earned me to the eounty jail 
without further lot or molestation. ” 


I 

CjiAV XOViri —niiklo Bponis toloraMy wi'll reconcilod to his Cage; and is hy the 
Oii’rgvni.in rnicrtiiined with the* Mpneoirs of a nolod lVraouagc*«i wlioui 1)C sees by 
AccniPiit 111 tlic Fk'ct. 

TifK knight had scarcely tiuished his narrative, when our hero was 
told that a gentleman in tlie ooffbo-room wanted to see him ; .and 
when he went thither, he found his friend Crabtree, tvho had 
transacted all liis affairs, according to iho doterininalion of the 
preceding day, and now gave him an account of the remarks he 
had overheard on the subject of liis unsfortuno ; for the manner of 
the arrest was so public and extraordinary, that, those who wore 
present immediately prop'igated it among their acqu,iiiitance, and 
it was that same evening iiiscoursed upon at several tea and card 
tables, wiih this variation from the truth, that the debt amounted 
to twelve thousand histead of twelve hundred pounds ; from whilih 
circunistaiiee it was coiijcctured^that IVregrinc was a bite from 
the beginning, who had foiuxl credit on account of hi.s effrontery 
and appearance, and imposed himself upon the town as a young 
gentleman of fortune. They rejoiced, therefore, at his calamity, 
Avhich tliey considered as a just jiunishment for his fraud and pre¬ 
sumption, and began to review certain particulars of his conduct 
that plainly demonstrated liini to be a rank adventurer long 
before ho had arrived at this end of hi£ career. 

Pickle,, Tvho now believed bis glory w'as for ever, received 
this intelUgenco with that disdain which enables a man t<? detach 
himself elfeciually from the world, and, with great tranquillity, 
gave the misanthrope an (“utertaining detail of what he,h«vd seen 
and heard since their last parting. While they amused themselves 
in t.his mtvnncr over a dish of coffee, they were joined by the parson, 
who congratulated our hero upon bearing his mischance with such 
philosophic quiet, and began to regale the two frieiids with sotne 
curious circumstences relating to the private history of the several 
Ijrisonersj^. .as they happened to come in. At length, a gentlemen 
entered, at the sight of whom the clergyman rose, up, and saluted 
him with a most reverential how which was graciously rotdtned 
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T>y the stranger, who, with a young man that attended him, retired 
to the other end of the room. They wore no sooner out of hear¬ 
ing, than the couiinuiiicalivc priest desired his company to take 
particular notice of the person to whom< ho liad paid liis respects ; 

That man,” said he, '‘is this day ono of the most flagrant instances 
of neglected virtue which tho world can produce. Over and above 
a cool, disco^'ning head, fraught with 01100111111011 learning and 
experien*ce, ho is possessed of such fortitude and resolution, as no 
difhcnlties can discourage and no danger iinjiair; and so inde¬ 
fatigable is his humanity, that oven now, while ho is surroundod 
^'ith such^ eiubarrassnicnts as would distract the brain of any 
, ordinary^ortal, he has added considerably to his encumbranccB, 
by taking under bis protection that young gentleman, who, induced 
by his cliavaetor, appealed to liis bonevolenco for. redress of the 
griovancos under which ho lalionv-, from tho villany of his 
guardian.” 

IVn-egrine’s cflriosity being c:{citcd by this encomium, he asked 
the nanio of lliis gonorfuis patron, of which when ho was informed, 
“ I am no stranger,'’ said he, “ to tho fame of that gentleman, wlio 
has made a considerable noise in lliu woild. on account of that 


greats cause ho undertook in dofenco of an unhapi)y orphan ; and 
since ho is a person of such an audablo disposition, 1 am heartily 
sorry to And that liis endeavours have not met with that success¬ 
ful issue which their good fortune in tho beginning seemed to 
promise. Tndeod, the circumstance of his osixuising that cause 
wtis HO uncommon and romantic, and the depravity of the human 
heart so uiiivor.sal, that some jieoplo, unaciiuainted with his real 
cluuactcr, imagined ln.s views were altogether selfish ; and some 
w'cre not wanting, who aflirmed ho was a mere adventurer. Never- 


►theles.s, 1 must do him the justi<;o to own, I liave heard some of 
tho most virulent ot tljpso wlio*\vere concorned on tho other side of 
tho question bear testimony in his favoui’, ob.serving, that ho was 
deceived into the expense of Liu? whole hy the jilansible ttory 
which at first engaged liis compassion. Yonr desciiption of his 
character confirms mo in tljo*same opinion, though 1 am quite 
ignorant of the affair : the jiarticulars of which I should be glad 
to learn, as well as a genuine account of his own life, many cir- 
eiunstances of W'hich aro„ by bis enemies, I believe, egregiously 
misrepresented.’' ^ 

“Sir,” answered the priest, '* tkut is a piece of satisfaction 
wbicfi 1 am glad to find myself capable of giving yiai ; I have 
had the pleasure of being acquainted with Mr. M-from his 


youth'; and everything which I shall relate concerning him, you 
may depend ujion as a fact whicli hath fallen under my own cog- 
nizHUCo, or been vouched upon the credit of uudoub^^i(l evidence. 
Mr. M-’s father was a minister of tho established church of 


Scotland, descended from a very ancient clan, and hia mother 
nearly related to a noble family in tho northern part of that 
kingdom. While the son was boarded at a public iRhool, where 
ho made good progress in the Latin tongue, his father died, and he 
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was loft ail oi'[»haii to the care of an uncle, who, finding him deter¬ 
mined against any servile employment, kept him at school, that he 
might prepare himself for the university, with a view of being 
qualified for his father’s profession. 

“Hero his imagination was so heated by the warlike achieve¬ 
ments he found recorded in the Latin authors, such as Csesar, 
C\irtiua, and Buchanan, that ho was seized with an irresistible 
thirst of military glory, and desire of trying his ffortune in the 
armj»^, Ilis majesty’s troops taking tlio field, in consequence of 
the rebellion wliich happened in the year seventeen hundred and 
fifteen, this young adventurer, thinkiiig no life equal to that of a 
soldier, found moans to furnish himself with a fusil and bayonotlj 
and, leaving the school, repaired to the camp near Stirling, with a' 
view of .signalusing liiniself in the field, though lie was at lliat time 
but just turnod of thirteen, fie offered his .services to several 
ofiicers, in hope of lieing enlisted iii thoir companies ; but Lliey 
would Hot receive liiin, bocau.so they rigidly C'Vicludcd that he 
was some school-boy broke l<»ose without the knowled|j;e or consent 
of his relations. Notwitlirttaiiding tliis discouragement, ho con¬ 
tinued in camp, curiously prying into every part of the service ; 
and sucli was the roKfilutiou consiucuoiis in him, even at such a 
tender age, that, after his small finances were exhausted, he por- 
.sisted in his design ; au<l because he would not make his wants 
known, actually subsisted for several days on hips, haws, and 
aloes, and other spontaneous fruits which ho gathered in the woods 
and fields. Meanwhile lie never faileil to be present when any 
regimout, or corps of men, wore drawn out (o bo exorcised and 
reviewed, and accompanied them in .lU their evoliitiona', which he 
had learned to great perfection, by xibaorving the comjianies which 
wore quartered iu the place where he was at school. This eager-, 
ness and poraovorance attracted the notice of many officers, who, 
after having commoiidod Ins spirit {fnd zeal,•’pressed him to return 
to his parents, and oven tliroafcsiied to expel him from the camp, 
if lie*would nob compli* with thoir advice. 

“These romoustraiiccs having nopther effect than that of warn¬ 
ing him to avoid his luouitovs, they thought projier to alter their 
liehaviour towards him, took liim into their protection, and even 
into their mess ; and what, above all other marks of favour, plea.SBd 
the young soldier most, permitted him fo incorporate in the bat- 
tallioii, and Ifcke lus turn o^ duty w ith the o^ier men. In this 
hapiiy situation he was discovered by a relation of his mother; wlio 
was a captain in the army, and who used all his authority and 

influcnco in persuading M-to return to school; but finding him 

deaf to his admonitions and threais, lie took him under his own 
care, and wlign tho army marched to Dumblane, left; liim at Stir¬ 
ling, with express injunction to keep himself within the walls. 

“ He temporized with his kinsman, fearing that, should he seem 
refractory, the captain would have ordered him to be shut up in 
the caistlc. knfiamed with the desire of seeing a battle, his relation 
no sooner in.^ched oif the ground, than ho mixed in with another 
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regiment, to which his former patrons belonged, and proceeded to 
the field, where he distinguished liimself, even at that early time 
of life, by his gallantry, in helping tt) retrieve a pair of colours 

belonging to M-n’s regiment; so th^b, after the affair, ho was 

presented to the duke of Argylo, and recommended strongly to 
Brigadier Grant, who in\'itocl him intt) his regiment, and promised 
to provide for him with the first opportunity ; but that gentleman 
in a littletimeflost his command upon the duke’s disgrace, and the 
regiment was ordered for Ireland, being given t(» Colonel Nassau, 
whoso favour the young volunt-etT ac(|uired tf> sucli a degree, that 
he was recommended to the king for an ensigney, which in all 
probability Mie would have obtained, Iiad not the regirneiit been 
unluckily reduced. 

“In consequence of this reduction, which happened- in the moat 
severe season of the year, ho was <dihgi-d to return to his own 
country, through infinite hardships, to which ho was exposed from 
the narrowness bis circumstanees ; and (;ontiiming still ena¬ 
moured of a ijiiUlavy life, he entered info the regiment of Scotch 
(Jreys, at that time eommaiulcd by the late Sir James Camj»bell, 
who, being acquainted with his family and ch.naeti'r, oncouvnged 
him with the jn’ornise of spt'cdy prof<’nneTit. In tliis corps ho 
remained throe years, during which he had no opjiortunity of 
seeing actual service, except at the affair of Glcnshcei ; and this 

life of insipid ([uiet must liave hung heavy upon a youth of M-s 

active disposition, had not he found exorcise for tho mind, in read¬ 
ing books of amusement, history, vryages, and geograiihy, together 
witli tliose that treated of the ait of ivar, ancient and modern ; for 
which he coiftracted such an eager apjiefcito, that ho used to spend 
sixteen hours a day in this employment. About that time ho 
fyeame acquainted with a gentleman of learning and taste, who, 
observing his indefatigable appiical-ioii and insatiable thirst after 
knoivledgo, took npmi nirnself the charge of superintending his 
studies ; and, by the direction of lAcli an able guide, tho young 
soldier converted his attention to a more solid and profitable course 
of reading. So inordinate wasijiis tlesire of making sjieedy ad¬ 
vances in the paths of learning, that within tjie compass of three 
months he diligently perused tho writings of Locke and Male- 
branche, and made hirasclj master of the first six, ami of the 
eleventh and twelfth books of Euclid’s-' Elements. Hij considered 
Puffendorf and Grr)tius with uncomnioJi care, acijuircd a tolerable 
degree'of knowleilge in the French language, and his imagination 
was so gaptivaied with tho desire of learning, that, seeing no 
prospect*of a war, or views of being provided f<ir in tho .service, he 
quitted the arpiy. and went through a regular course of university 
education. Having made such progress in his studies, he resolved 
to qualify himself for tho church ; and acquired such a stock of 
school divinity under the instructions of a learned professor at 
Ediiibui'gh, that he more than once mounted the rostrum in the 
public hall, and held forth with uncommon applause i? but being 
discouraged from a prosecution of his plan by the unroasonablo 
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auat.ority oF some of tlio Scf>tti8h clergy, by whom the most indif¬ 
ferent and innocent words and actions wero often misconstrued 
into levity .and misconduct, ho resolved to embrace Ihd first favour¬ 
able opportunity of going*^ abroad, being indamod with the de.sire 
of HOcing foreign countries ; and actually set out for Holland, whore, 
for the 8])ace of two years, he studied the Homan law, with the 
law of nature and n.ations, under the famous professprs Tplieu and 
Harboyrac. 

“ Having thus finished his school education, he set out for Paris, 
with a view to make himself perfect in the French language, and 
learn such useful exercises .as might be acquired with t^c wretched 
voniuiint of his slender estate, which was by (hat time reduced very 
low. In his journey through the Netherlands, he wont to Namur, 
and paid his respects to Bisliop Strickland and General Collier, by 
wdioin he. was received with great civility, in consequence of letters 
of recommendation with which he was provided from the Hague ; 
and the old general assured liiin of his ]>rotection and interest for 
a pair of colours, if ho w'as disposed to enter into (he^Dutch seiwice. 
Tlnmgh ho was by that, lime pretty well cured of his militaiy 
(Quixotism, ho would not totally decline the generous proffer, for 
winch ho thanked him in the most grateful torms, telling the 
general that lie would paj^ his duty to him on his roturu frnni 
France', and then, if he could determine upon re-engaging in (ho 
.army, should think hiujself highly honoured in being nndcr his 
command. 

“ After a stay of two months in Flanders, lie pvt>cceded to Paris, 
and, far from t.aking uji his h.abitation in the suburb^ of 8t. Ger¬ 
main, according to the custom r.f English travellers, he hired .a 
private lodging on the other side of the river, and associated chiefly 
w)lli !'’ronoh olficer.4, who, their youthful s.allics being over, ai\5 
allowed to bo the politest goutleMeri of that kingdom. Tn this 
schomo he found his account much th.at ho could not but wonder 
at tko folly of bis countrymen, who lose the main scope of their 
going .abroad, by spending their time and fortune idly with one 
another. * 

“During his rcsklenee in Holland ho had m.ade liimsclf ac¬ 
quainted with (.he best authors in the French language, so that ho 
was Jible to share in their conversation,*a circum.st.ance from which 
lie found giKat benefit; for it not only improved him in his know¬ 
ledge of that tongue, but 'also tended to th5 enlargement, ol his 
ac(juaintance, in the course of which he contracted intimacies in 
some families of good fashion, cspeci.ally those of the long robe, 
which would have enabled him to pass his time very agreeably, 
had ho been a little easier in point of fortune; b'Jfi bis finances, 
notwithstanding the most rigid e.conomy, being in a few mouths 
reduced to a very low ebb, the proSjicet of indigence threw a damp 
upon .all his plcJisurcs, though he never suffered himself to bo 
thereby in^iny degree dispiritied ; being in that respect of so happy 
a disposituRi, that conscious poverty or abundance made very sli^it 
impressions upon his mind. This consumption of his cash how;over, 
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involved him in somo perplexity j .and ho delibetJttod with him- 
self, whether ho should return to General Collier, or repair to 
London, where he might possihly fall into some business not un¬ 
becoming a gentleman ; though he was very much mortified to find 
himself incapable of gratifying an inordinate desire whicli pos¬ 
sessed him of niraking the gr.iud tour, or at least.of visiting the 
southerly parte of Franco. 

“While ho thus hesitated between difFeroiit suggestions, ho M’as 
ono morning visited by a gontleinaii who had sought and cultivated 
his friendshiji, and bn- whom he had done a good ollice, in support¬ 
ing him with spirit against a brntal (Jernian Avith whom ho had 
(in affair^f honour. This gentleman came to ])vopose a parly for 
a fortnight to Foiitainbleau, where the court then Avas ; and the 

proposal being declined by M--wdth more tlwin'usual stiffness,. 

his friend Avas very urgent to kn.ov Hie reason of his refusal, and 
at length, Avith, some confusion, said, *Perha])s your finances are 
low?’ M-—rcplieil, that ho had AvheroAvithal to defray the 
expense of Ifis journey to London, Avheru ho could he furnished 
with a fresh Kup])iy ; and this ansAvor was no .<<001101’ made than tlio 
other, taking hnu by the hand, ‘My dear friend,’ said he, ‘1 am 
not unacipiaiuted Avith j'our alfairs, and Avoubl have offered you 
my credit long ago, if T had lliought it would be acceptable ; even , 
now, I do not jn’clond to giA'e you numey, but desire and insist 
upon it tliat you will accept of the loan of these two jiieccs of paper, 
to bo repaid wlien you marry a woman Avitli a fortune of tAventy 
thousand pound.‘<, or obtain an emjdoyment of a tliousand a year,’ 
So saying, Jio pre.sentcd him with two actions of above two tJiou- 
sand livres each. 

“ Rl —— was astonished at this unexpected instance of goncrosity 
in a stranger, and, Avith suitable aekiiowlodgnient, peremptorily 
refused to incur such fin obligiftion ; Imt at length ho Ava.s, by dint 
of iinjiorturiity and Aiairm expostulation, prevailed upon to accept 
one of tho actions, on condition that the gentleman would take his 

note for the sum; and this l^e absolutely rojccteil, uniil M- 

promised to draw upon him for double the value, or more, in case 
he should at any time vi’ant .a farther supply. This uncommon 
act of friendship and generosity M-aftevwairds hail an oppor¬ 

tunity to rejiay tenfold, fliongh he could not help regretting the 
occasion on his frjpnd’s account. That worthy niafi having, by 
placing too much confidence in a villanous lawyer, and a chain of 
other misfortunes, involved himself and his amiable lady in .a" 
labyrinth of difficulties, which threatened the total ruin of his 
family, M—•—felt the inexprossiblo satisfaction of delivering his 
benefactor from tho snare. , 

“Being thus reinforced by the generosity of his friend, M- 

resolved to execute his former plan of seeing tho south of Franco, 
together with the sea-ports of Spain, as far as Cadiz, from whence 
he proposed to take a passage for London ,hy sea; and with this 
view sent forward his trunks by the diligence to lllyons, deter¬ 
mined to ride post, order to enjoy a bettor view of the country, 
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anti for the couvonioncy of atoppiiig at those places where there 
was anything remarkable tf) be soon or inquired into. While ho 
was employed in taking leave of his Parisian friends, who furnished 
him with abundant recothinendaLion, a gentleman of his own 
country, who spoke little or no French, hearing of his intention, 
begged the favour of acccmipanyiiig him in liis expedition. With 
this now companion, therefore, he set out for Lyons, where he was 
perfectly well received by the iutentlant and some of the host 
families of the place, in conseipience of his letters of recommend¬ 
ation ; and, after a short slay in that city, piocccded down the 
Rhone, to Avignon, in what is called the corhe d'rau; then, 
visiting the principal tovvns of Dauphiny, Languedoc, -and Pro¬ 
vence, he returned i,o the delightful city of Marseilles, whore he 
and his felKiw-travoller were so much captivated by the serenity 
of the air, the go<»dnature and hospitality of the s])righlly inha¬ 
bitants, that they never dreamed of changing their (juarters during 
the whole winter and part of the spring : liore Jio acquired the 
acquaiutauce of the Maripiis d’Argens, attorney-gtAieral in the 
parliament of Aix, and of hi.s eldest son, who now makes so great 
a tiguro in the literary w^irld ; and when the altair of Father Girard 
and Mademoiselle Cadiere began to make a noise, he accompanied 
these two gentlemen to Toulon, where the marquis was ordered to 
''take prooognit ion of the facts. 

‘‘On his return to Marsi'dli’s, ho found a certain nohlo lord of 
groat, fortune, undi'r the direction of a Swiss governor, who had 
accommodated him with two of hi.s own rolalions, of the same 
country, by way of comjianions, together with live .servants in liis 
train. They being absolute strangers in the idaco, M-intro¬ 

duced them to the intendant, ;ind several other gnod families ; and 
had the good fortune to he so agreeable to his lordship, that he 
proposed and even ju'o.sscd him to 'iive with him in Fngland as a 
friend and conv[)aiiiou, ami to take upon him the suponntendenco 
of his affairs; in wliicli case he would settle upon him four 
hundred a year f(.r life. 

“This proposal was too ailvantagvoiis to be slighted by a person 
of no fortune or lixed (‘stablishmont : he therefore made no diffi¬ 
culty of closing with it; but, as liis lord.ship’s deiiavture was fixed 
to a short day, and he urged him to acoympany him to Paris, and 

from thence England, M-thought it w'Oiild be improper and 

indecent to interfere with the oHice of his governor, who might 
, take umbr.age at his favour, and therefore excused himself from a 
compliance wdtli his lordship’s re(]uost until his minority should be 
expired, as he was within a feiv mouths of being of age, Howev'er, 
he repeated his iinportunitios so earnestly, and the go\"ernor joinctl 
in the request with such ajipoaranoe of cordiality, that ho was 
prevailed upon to comply with their joint desire ; and in a few 
days set out with them for Paris, by the way of Lyons : but before 

they had been three days in the city, M- perceived a total 

change in tht behavimir of the Swiss and his two relations, who, 
in all probability, became jealous of his inffuenpe with his lordship; 
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and he no sooner made this discovery, than he resolved to withdraw 
himself from such a disagreeable participation of that young noble¬ 
man’s favouf*: ho therefore, in spito of all his lordship’s entreaties 
and remonstrances, quitted him for t!io jjresont; alleging, as a 
I)rotext, tliat he had a longing desire to sec Switzerland and the 
banks of the Rhino, and promising to meet him again in England. 

“This his yitentioji being made known to the governor and hia 
friends, ftieir countenances immediately clean'd up, their courtesy 
and complaisance leturncd, and they even fui'nishod him with 
letters fur Geneva, Lausanne, Bern, ainl Soleiires ; in consoquoucc 
of which ly) met with unusual civilities at tlmso places. IJaving 
jnado thi^tour with his Scottish friend, who came iij) to him before 
he left Lyons, and visited the most, considerable tow'ns on both 
sides of the Rhine, and the courts of the electors 1‘alatiue, Mentz, 
and Cologne, he arrived in Ib^lho’d • amt from thence, through the 
Nethei'lands, rejjaired to London, wliore he found my lord just 
rctumed from Paris. 

“ His lonbiii[i received him with expressions of uncommon joy, 
would uot sutler him to stir from Inin for several days, aud introduced 

him to his rohitions. M-aecompauied his lordship from London 

to hia country seat, where he was indeed licated with great friend- 
shij) and ctmrtdence, and coiibiilted in everything ; but the noble 
jiecr never once made mention of the annuity wliich he liad promised 

to .settle uj)on him, nor did M-roinind him of it, because he 

concciveil it was liis allair to fiiltil liis ongagemeiits of his own 

accord. M-, lioing tired of the maimer of living at this place, 

made an e.xcursion to Bath, whei'o he stayed about a fortnight, to 
p.irtake of the diversions ; and, upon his return, i\;und his lordship 
making dispositions for another journey to Paris. 

• “Surprised at this sudden resolution, he eiide.ivoured to dissuade 
him from it; but his ^moiistrauces were rendered ineftectual by 
the iiLsinuatious of a foreigner ivho^had coino over ivith liiin, and 
filled bis imagination with extravagant notions of pleasure, 
infinitely superior to any which he could enjoy, while he was in 
the trammels and under the restraint.s of a governor, lie there¬ 
fore turned a deaf ear to all M-’s arguments, and entreated him 

to accompany him in the journey ; but this gentleman, foreseeing 
tliat a young man like rnji lord, of strcjipg passions and easy to be 
misled, would in all jn-obability a(j[uan(lcr away gr^al. sums of 
mou^y^ in a way thillt would neither doored it to himself or fco those 
who were concerned w’ith him, resisted all his solicitations, on 
pretence of having business of consequonco at London ; and after¬ 
wards had reason to be extremely well pleased with his own 
conduct ill this particular. 

“Before he set out on this expedition, M-, id justice to 

himself, reminded him of the proposal which ho had made to him 
at Marseilles, desiring to know if he had altered liis design in that 
particular; in which case he w'ould turn his thoughts some other 
way, as he would not in the least be thought to mtsude oir pin 
himself upon any iiiaji. My lord protested, in the most solemn 
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manner, that ho still continued in his fornior resolution; and, 
again beseeching him to bear him company into France, promised 
that everything should be settled to his satisfaction,, upon theii* 
return to England. M—however, still persisted in his refustil 
for the above-mentioned reasons, and though ho never heard more 
of the annuity, he nevertheless coiitiiiuod to servo his lordship with 
liis advice and good ollices ever after ; particularly in directing his 
choice to an alliance with a lady of eminent virtue,* the ilaughter 
of a noble lord, more conspicuous for his shining parts than tlie 
splendour of his titles ; a circumstance upon which ho always 
rerteclcd with pailicidar satisfaction, as well on aocouiit of the 
extraordinary merit of the lady, as because it vested in her children 
a considerable part of that great estate, which, of right,''belonged 
to her grandmother, and afterwards }mt him in a way to retrieve 
his estate from a heavy load of debt he had contracted. When my 

lord set out on his Paris expedition, tlio money M-had received 

-from his generous friend at Paris was almost reduced to the List 
guinea, lie hiwl not yet reaped the least benelit from his engage¬ 
ments with his lordship ; and, disdaining to ask for a'supply from 
him, he knew not how to subsi.st, with any degree of credit, till his 
return. 

“'J'his uncomfortable prospect was the more dtsagrccablo to him, 
as, at that time of life, lie v.as much inclined to aj»j>ear m the g<iy 
world, had contracted a taste for plays, opi'ras, and other puhlic 
diversions, and acquired an accjuaintancc with nicany people of good 
fashion, which could not be maintained without a considerable 
oxpen.so. In this emergency, he thought he could not employ liis 
idle time more profitably than in translating, fi^jin foreign 
languages, such hooks as wore then ehiotiy iu vogue ; and, upon 
a\)plication to a friend, who was a man of letters, he wms furnished 
with as much business of that kind as ho could possibly manage, 
and wrote some pamphlets on the veignint controversies of that 
time, that h.id the good lortunu-to please. lie was also concerned 
in a montlily jounuil of literature, and the woik was carried on by 
the tw'o friends j*)iutly, though M-jj— did not at all appear in the 
paitnership. Py these means he not only spent his luornings in 
itsefiil cxercLso, but supplied himself with money for what the 
French call the menus phii'sirs, during the whole summer. He 
fro(iuoiitcd all the assemblies in and ab‘oub London, and considor- 
ably eiiLirgcil his acquaintance among the fair scx. 

‘‘ tic had, upon his first arrival in England, become acquainted 
with a lady at an assembly not far from London ; and though, at 
that time, lie had no thoughts of extending his views farther than 
the usual gallantry of the place, he mot with such distinguishing 
marks of Injgr regard in the seiiuel, and was so particularly encour¬ 
aged by the advice of another lady wntli whom he had been intimate 
iu France, and who was now of their parties, that he could not help 
entertaining hopes of making an impression upon the heart of his 
agi’ecable ijyrtnor, who was a young lady of an ample fortune and 
great expectations, lie therefore cultivated her good graces with 
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all the assiduity and address of which he was niaster; and suc¬ 
ceeded so well in his endeavours, that, after a duo course of atten¬ 
dance, and tiaj death of an aunt, hy which she received an acce.ssion 
of fortune to the amount of three and twenty thousand pounds, ho 
ventured to declare his passion, and sho not only heard him with 
patience and approbation, but also roplicd in terms adequate to his 
warmest wish. 

“Finding hAnsclf so favourably received, he pressed her to secure 
his happiness by marriage ; but, to this proposal, sJio objected tho 
recency of her kinsvvf)man’s death, which would have vendeved 
such a step highly indecent, and tlio displeasure of lici other rela¬ 
tions, from* whom she had still greater expectations, and who at 
'that time importuned her tt) marry a cousin of her own, whom she 

could not like. However, that M-might have no cause to reiiine 

at her delay, she freely entered with hiui into an intimacy of eor~ 
respondeuco, during which n.jtinng could liavo added to their 
mutual felicity, which was the more poignant and relined, friJin 
the mysterious and romantic manner of their enjoying it; for 
though ho puiilicly vi-sited her as an acquaintance, his behavioiu 
on the,se occasions was alway.s so distant, respectful, and reserved, 
that the rest of tho eomjiany could not possibly sihspeet tho nature 
of their reciprocal attaclmient j in uonsecjuence of which, they 
used to have private interviews, unknown to every soul upon 
earth excei»t her iii;iiii, who was necessarily inlrusLcd with llio 
secret. 

■ “ In this niannor they enjoyed the conversation of each other for 

about twelve months, without rhe least interruption ; and though 

the stability'^f Mr. M-’s fortune entirely depended upon their 

marriage, yet, as he perceived his mistre.ss so averse to it, ho never 
pi^ed it with vehemence, nor was at all anxious on that score ; 
being easily induced to defer, a ceremony, which, as ho then 
thought, could in no shajie have added to their satisfaction, though 
he has since altered his senlimenUs.* He that as it w'ill, his indul¬ 
gent mistress, in order to set his mind at ease in that particular, 
and in full confidence of his hoi^ur, insisted on his accepting a deed 
of gift of her whole fortune, in consideration of l.lieir intended nifir- 
riage ; and, after some diflicultj, ho was ])vevailed upon to receive 
this proof of her esteem, well knowing that it would still be in his 
power to return th<?obligation. Though .she had ofton entreated 
him*to take upon himself tho entire ad#iiinistratiou of lier tinaiiccs, 
and upon divers occasions pressed him to acce])t of large rmrns, he 
never dhco abused her generous disposition, or solicited her for 
money,' except for some humane purpose, w'hich she was always 
more ready to fulfil than ho to propose. 

“ In the courSe of this eorrespoudence he became acqiKiinted with 
some of her female relations ; and, among the rc.st, wdl h a young 
lady'so eminently adorned with all his qualifications uf mind and 
pei'Son, that, notwithstanding all his philosophy and caution, he 
coqld not behold and converse with her without bjing deeply 
smitten with her charms. He did all in his power to discourago 
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this dangerous invasion in the beginning, and to conceal the least 
syinijtom of it from her relation ; he summoned all his reflection 
to his ai<l; and, tliinking it would be base and dishonest to cherish 
any sentiment repugnant to the alFection which he owed to a mis¬ 
tress who Jiad placed such unlimited confidence in him, he attempted 
to stifle the infant flame, by avoiding the amiable iiispirer of it. 
Hut the passion liad taken too deep a root in his hear^to be so easily 
extirpated ; Ids absence from the dear object increased tlie iiiipa- 
tience of his love : the intestine conflict hetwoon that and gratitude 
deprived him of Ids rest and ai»petite. lEe was in a short time 
emaciated by continual watching, anxiety, and want yf nouri.sh- 
ment ; and so much altered fi-oin Ids usual cheerfulness, that Ids 
mistress, being sur]n’ised and alarmed at the change which, from 
the symptoms, she judged was owing to some uneasiness of mind, 
took all imaginriblu pains tt> discover the cause. In all proba¬ 
bility It did not esi'iipe her ])enetration ; for slio more than once 
asked if he was in love with her cousin ; protestihg that, far from 
being an obstacle to his ha[)piiiess, slie would in tl. vt case be an 
advociite for Ids passion However, this declaration was never made 
without manifest signs of anxiety and uneasiness, wOdch made such 

an impi'ession upon the lieartof M-, that he resc/lved to sacrifice 

his happiiie.ss, and oven his life, rather than take any steji which 
might be coimtrucd into an injury or insult to a person who had 
treated him with such generosity and goodness. 

In coiiseqiionce of tin's 1‘esolutioii, he formed another, which 
was to go abroad, under jircteiice of recovering his health, but in 
reality to avoid the temptation, j>.s well as the suspicion, of being 
inconstant; and in tins de.sign ho was contirmed by Ids jdiysieiaii, 
who actually thought him in the first stage of a consumi»th)ii, and 
tliereforc advised him to lepair to the south of France. Ho coni' 
imiidc.i.ted Ids design witli the doctor’s opinion, to the lady, who 
agreed to it witli mudi less difficulty than ho found in conquering 
his own reluctance at parting with the dear object of his love. The 
consent t'f his generous mistress being obtained, he waited upon 
her with the in.stvument 'whereby she had made the conveyance of 
lier fortune to him ; and, all his remonstrances being iiisuflicient 
to persuade her t(» talvo it hack, ho cancelled it in her pre.sonce, 
and placed it in that state upon her toilet, while she was dressing ; 
wliereupon sl'o shed a torrent of tears, saying She now plainly per¬ 
ceived that he wanted to toa?-Ifiinself from heii'aijd that hi.s atfec- 
tions wore settled upon another. He was sensibly aflected liy this 
jiroof of her concern ; and endeavoured to calm the perturbation of 
lior mind, by vowing eternal fidelity, and pressing her to aefeept of 
his hand in duo form before his departure. By these means her 
transports were quieted for tlie present , and the marriage deferred 
for the same prudential reasons which had hitherto prevented i.t. 

Matters being thus compromised, and the day fixed for his 
departure, she, together with her faithful maid, one morning 
visited hiuicfor the ‘first time at ius own lodgings ; and, after 
breakfast, desiring to speak with him in private, he conducted her 
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into another room, whore, assuming an unusual gravity of aspect, 

‘My dear M-said she, ‘yon are now going to leave mo, and 

God alone kliovirs if ever wc shall meet again; therefore, if you 
really love me with that tenderness wli^ch you profess, you will 
accept of this mark of my friendslnp and unalterable affection : it 
will at least he a jirovisi*)!! for your jouniey; and if any accident 
should befal me, hehu’o 1 have the liapj)iness of receiving you again 
into my Tirms, I shall have the satisfaction of knowing that, you 
are not altogether without resource.’ »So saying, she put an om- 
bn>iderc(i ])ockct-hook into his hand. Ho expressed the higli sense 
he had of her generosity and atTcction iu tlio most patlietie terms, 
iiiid beggc^l leavi! to sii.s])end his acccptanco, until he should know 
the contents of her present, which vas so exlraordinary, that he 
absolutely refused to receive it.; lie was, liowever, by her repeated 
entreaties, iu a luaiiner compe]U:<l fi> I' ceive about oue half, and 
she afterwards insisted upon his taking a roinfitreement of a con¬ 
siderable' sum fo/ihe expense of bis journey. 

“Having s>iyed with her U-ii d.ays licyond the time ho had 
fixed for Ins departure, and settled the method of their corre- 
jtondeiioe, ho took lus leave with a heart full of sorrow, anxiety, 
and distraction, ])r«)duced from the diilVrent suggestions of his duty 
and love. Ho then sot out for France, and, after a short stay at 
Pans, iiroceeded to Aix in Provence,and from thence to Marsoilles, 
at winch two places ho continued for some moiitliH; but nothing 
ho mot with being able to dissipate those melancholy ideas which 
Islill preyed upon his imagination, and affected his sjiirits, ho 
(iudeavoured to elude them with a .succession of new objocl.s ; and, 
with that view, ^lorsuaded a counsellor of the parliament of Aix, a 
man of great ^vijrth, learning, and good limnour, to accompany 
him in making a tour of those jiarts of Franco wdiich lie had not 
yet scon. On their return from#tliis excursion, they found at Aix 
an Italian ahbe, a person of cliaraotor, and groat knowledge of men 
and books, who, luiving travelled all over Germany and France, 
was so far on his return to his owm country. 

“M-having, by means of llis friend the counsellor, contracted 

an acquaintance with thin gentleman, and being de.sivous of seeing 
some parts of Italy, particularly the carnival at A^oiiice, they set 
out together from Marsoillcij!, in a tartan, for Genoa, coasting it all 
the way, and lying oft sliore every night. Having ,slio''^n him what, 
was \iiost rcmarkablo in this city, IMs friend the abbd was so 
obliging, as to conduct him through Tuscany, and the most remark¬ 
able cities in Lombardy, to Venice, whore M-insisted upon 

dofrayiltg the expense of the whole tour, in consideration of the 
abbe’s cornplaisfuice, which had been of infinite service to him in 
the course of tliis expedition. Having remained live weeks at 
Venice, he was preparing to set out for Ihoinc with sonio English 
gentlemen whom he had met by accident, when ho was all t>f a 
sudden obliged to change his resolution by some di.sagreeable let¬ 
ters which ho had received from London. He had, fiifcm his first 
departure, corresponded with his generous though inconstant 
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mistress witli a religious exactness and punctuality; nor was she, 
for some time, less observant of the agreement they had made. 
Nevertheless, she, by degrees, becanie so negligent ana cold in her 
expression, and so slack in her correspondence, that he could not 
help observing and upbraiding her with such indifference; and her 
endeavours to palliate it were supported by pretexts so frivolous, 
as to bo easily seen through by a lover of very little discei;nmont. 

“ While ho tortured himself with conjectures about the cause of 
this unexpocted change, he received such intelligence from Eng¬ 
land, iis, when joined with what he himself had perceived by her 
manner of writing, left him little or no I’oom to doubt of her fickle¬ 
ness and inconsbincy. Nevertlieless, as lie know by experience 
that informations of that kind are not to be entirely relied upon, 
he resolved to be more certainly apprised: and, for that end, de¬ 
parted inimodiatoly for Loudon, by the way of Tyrol, Bavaria, 
Alsace, and I’aris. On his arrival in England, ho learned, with 
infinite concern, that his intelligeiico had nob been at all exagger¬ 
ated ; and his sorrow was inexpressible, to find a peftoii, endowed 
with so many other noble and amiable qualities, seduced into an 
indiscretion, tliat of noeussity ruined the whole pLin which had 
been concerted between them for their mutual happiness. 8ho 
made several att,einpts, by letters and interviews, to ]ialliate her 
conduct, and soften liim into a reconciliation ; but his honour being 
concerned, he remained deaf to all her entreaties and pixiposals. 
Ncvcrtholoss, I have often heard him say, that he could not help 
loving her, and revering the moniory of a person to whoso gene¬ 
rosity and goodness lie owed his fortune, and one \rho8e foibles 
were overbalanced by a thousand good (qualities, IIo often insisted 
oil making rostiiutioii; but far from complying with that projiosal, 
she afterwards often eiuleavoured t(» lay liim under yet greater obli*- 
gations of the same kind, and nujlbrtunedtdiim, with the warmest 
solicitations, to renew their farmer correspondence, which he as 
often declined. 

“ M-took this instance of the inconstancy of the sex so much 

to heart, that he had almost resolv^tl, for the future, to keep clear 
of all engagements for life, and returned tb Paris in order to dissi¬ 
pate Ilia anxiety, where ho hired an apartmbiit in one of the 
acadeiiiicB, in the exorcises whereof be tocik singular delight. 
During liis xesidence at this place, ho had tlio good fortune to 
ingratiato liimself with a grd'at general, a descendant of one.of the 
most ancient and illustrious families in France; having attracted 
his notice by some remarks he had written on Folard’s Polybius, 
which Avere accidentally shown to tliat great man by one of his 
aides-de-eamp, who was a jiarticular friend of M— r~-' The favour 
ho had tliiis acquired was strengthoned by his assiduities and 
attention. Upon his return to London he sent some of Handel’s 
newest compositions to the prince, who was particularly fond of 
that gentleman’s produetions; together with Clark’s edition of 
Ciesar ; amidn the S[ft-ing of the same year, before the French army 
took the field, he was honoured with a most obliging letter from 
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the prince, inviting him to come over, if ho wanted to sec the 
operations of the campaign, and desiring ho would give himself no 
trouble about hia equipage. , 

“M-, Jiaving still some remains of a military disposition, 

and conceiving this to be a more favourable opportunity tluin any 
ho should ever meet with again, readily embraced.the offer, and 
sacrificec^ the §oft delights of love, wbich at that time he enjoyed 
without control, to an eager, laborious, and dangerous curioaiiy. 
In that and the following campaign, during whic li he was present 
at the BWge of Philipaburgh, ami several other actions, he enlarged 
his acquaintance among the French officers, especially tlntae of the 
•graver scn.-t, wdio had a taste for books and literature ; and the 
friendsliip and interest of those gentlemen were afterwaids of sin¬ 
gular service to him, though in an all'air altogetheb foreign from 
their profession. lie had .-ill a];,iig ui;ule djbgont impiiry into tlio 
trade and inanq/'acLuica of the c<nmlries through uhieli he had 
occasion to travel, nuu’e particularly those of llolland, EngJaml, 
and France ; 4nd ns he was well acquainted with the levcnno and 
farms of this last kingdom, lie saw with concern the great disad¬ 
vantages under which our tobacco-trade, the most coiisideiablo 
blanch of our commerce with that people, was carried on ; what 
inconsiderable returns were made to the ])lantevs, out of the h»w 
price given by the French company ; and lunv much it w'as in the 

power of that company to leduco it still low^or. M-had foiuied 

^a scheme to remedy this evil, so far as it related to the national 
loss or gain, by nob pcrniitling the duty of one penny in the pound, 
old Bubsidyy»lo bo drawn back, on tobacco, re-exported, lie de¬ 
monstrated to the ministry f)f that time, cliat so inconsiderable a 
duty could not in the least diminish ihe demand from abroad, wbich 
^as the only circumstance to be apjnehoiided, and that the yearly 
produce of that revenues would ffiiiuiint to one liundred and twenty 
thousand pounds, without one sinking additional expense to the 
public ; but the ministry liaving the excise scheme then in con¬ 
templation, could think of no other till that should be tiied ; .and 
that project having miscarriod* ho renewed liia application, when 
they approved of his scheme in every particular, but discovered a 
surprising backwardness to carry it intt) execution. 

“His expoctatuuij^in ihi* quarter being disajipointcd, be, by tho 
intewjosition of his feienda, i>resented a r>lan to tho Fref5tjli company, 
in which he set fortii the advantages That would accrue to them¬ 
selves, from fixing the iirico, and securing that sort of tobacco 
which best suited the taste of the public and their manufacture ; 
and finally proposed to furnish them with any quantity, at tho 
price which thejs paid in the port of London. After sojne dispute, 
they agreed to his proposal, and contracted with him for fifteen 
thousand hogsheads a year, for which they obliged themselves to 
pay re<«iy money, on its arrival in any one or more convenient 
ports in the south or western coasts of CJrc.at liritajn, that ho 
should i>lease to fix upon for that purpose Rl-mf sooner ob¬ 

tain^. this contract, ihan he immedijitoly set out for America, in 
> 
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nrl'jr to put it in exocution; and, by way of companion, carried 
with him u little French abb<i, a man of humour, wit, and learning, 
with whom ho had been l,ong acquainted, and for vfhom ho had 
done many good ollices. 

“On his arrival in Virginia, wdiich opportunely happened at a 
time w’hcn all the gentlemen were assembled in the capital of that 
prnviiico, ho i)ublished a moiuorial, representing tho-^disadvantagos 
under which tlieir trade was carried on, the true method oi redress¬ 
ing Iheir own grievances in tliat respect, and proposing to contract 
with them for tlie yearly quantity of Jiftoen thousand hogsheads 
of such tobacco as was lit for the French market, at the nrice which 
lio demonstrated to be considerably greater than that which they 
had formerly received. This remonstrance met with all the suc¬ 
cess and eiicouragemcut he could oxiiect; the iirincipal planters, 
seeing tlieir own interest concei’uod, readily assented to the pro- 
])osal, which, through their inllueiice, ivas also relished by the rest; 
juid the only ditlioiiJty that remained, related to' tlie .security for 
tlie [>aymeut of the hills on the arrival of the tobacCi.) in England, 
and to the time stquilatcd for the continuance of the contract. 

“In order to remove these objections Mr. M-returned to 

Euro]»e, and found the French company of farmers disposed to 
agree to everything he de.sired for f.ieilitafciiig the execution of the 
coil tract, and perfectly well ple.ased with the sample which he had 
already sent; but his good friend the abbo, whom he had left 
hehiiid him in YViuerica, by an unjiavallelod ]»icce of treachery, 
found means to overturn the whole project. He .secretly wrote a 
memorial to the company, importing that he found l^iy experience 

IVf-could afford to furnish them at a much lower price than that 

which tJicy had agreed to give ; and ihat, by being in possession of 
the contract for live years, as was intended according to (lie pro- 
))(»sal, he would have fhe company‘.so iimcliyiii his jiower that they 
nm.st afterward.s submit to any price he should please to impose ; 
and that if they thought him worthy of such a trust, ho would 
undertake to furnish them at an easier rate, in conjunction with 
some of the leading men in Virginlfil and Maryland, with whom, he 
said, he harl already concerted measures for tliat purjiose. 

“The company were so much alarmed at those insinuations that 

they declined complying wit h INIr. IM-r’s demands until the abba's 

return, and*'tliough they afterwards used all'^their endeavours to 
persuade him to be concern'ed with that little*traitor in his ubder- 
takiiig, by which ho might still have been a very considerable 
gainer, he resisted all tlieir solicitations, and plainly told them, in 
tlie abbe’s pre.sence, that ho would never jirostitiito his own prin¬ 
ciples so far us to enter into (aigagcments of any kind with a jiersou 
of his character, much less in a scheme that had a manifest ten¬ 
dency to lower the markct-jirice of tobacco in England. 

“ Tims ended a project the most extensive, simple, and easy, 
and, as ajipeared by the trial made, the best calculated to raise an 
immense M’tunc, of any that was ever undertaken or planned by a 
lirivate person ; a project in the execution of^ which M—— had the 
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good of the public, and the glory of putting in a flourishing con¬ 
dition the valuable branch of our trade, which gives einployinent 
to two greatT)rovincc 8 , and above two l^undred sail of sliips, much 
more at heart than his own private interest. It was reasonable t<j 

expect that a man whose debts M-had paid more than once, 

whom he had obliged in many other respects, and whom he had 
carried with Jiim, at a very considerable expeiiao, on this expedi¬ 
tion, merely with a view (;f bettering bis fortune, would have acted 
with common honesty, if not with gratitude ; but such was the 
depi*avity of this little monster’s heart-, that, on his death-bed, lie 
left a consjidorable fortune to mere stvaiigcrs, with whom ho bad 

.little or uo connection, witliout the least thought of refunding the 

money advanced for him by M-in older to prevent his rotting 

ill a jail. 

“When M-bad o^jee oTitained «*, v'oininand of money, he,- by 

his knowledge in several brandies of trade, as well ns by the assist¬ 
ance of some intoUigont friends at Paris and TiOiidcm, louud means 
to employ it#(* very good purjiosc ; and, bad lie Inau a man of 
that soltisli di.sj)osition which too much prevails in the world, he 
might have been at this day master of a very ample fortune : but 
his car was never deaf to the vfiico of di«Uess, nor his benolicent 
heart shut against the calamities of hi.s fellow-creatures, itc was 
even ingenious in contriving the most delicate methods of relieving 
modest indigence, and, by his indn.stritms benevolence, often anti¬ 
cipated the requests of misery. 

' “I could relate a nuinbor of exanqilc.s to illustrate my assertions, 
in some of ^diich you would peivcivo the most disinterested gene¬ 
rosity ; but such a detail ivould trespass too inucli upon yoni- time, 
and 1 do not jircteiid to dwell upon every minute circunistaiice of 
iiis conduct. Let it sulKce to say, that upon the ilcclaratiou td war 
with Spain, he gave U 4 ) all hinPcoinuici'dal schemes, and called in 
his money from all quarters, w’lth^a view of sitting down for the 
rest of his life contented with what be bad got-, and restraining 
his liberalities to what lie could s[)arcj from bis yearly mconio. 
This was a very ])rudential rcE^lution, could be have kept it; but 
upon the breaking out of the war ho could not, without conceni, 
SCO many gentlemen of merit who had been rccomiiioiidcd to him 
disappointed of coinmissiotis, merely for want of money to satisfy 
the expectations of flic commission-brokers of that titi*e. and thcre- 
for«?I^unched otiJt Amsiderable sums fflr them on their bare notes, 
great part whereof was lost by the death of some in the unbjiinnate 
expedition to the West Indies. He at length, after many other 
actions’of the like nature, from motives of pure humanity, love of 
justice, and abhorrence of oppression, embarked in a cause eveiy 
way the most important that ever came under the discfissioirof tho 
comta of law in these kingdoms, whether it be considered in rela¬ 
tion to the extraordinary nature of the case, or the immense pro¬ 
perty of no less than fifty thousand pound a year, and tlyeo peerages 
that depended upon it. • • 

In the year 1740,,the brave admiral who at that time commanded 
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Ins majesty’s fleet in the West Indies, among the other trails^ 
actions of his sejuadron transmitted to the duke of Newcastle, 
mentioned a young man, who, though in the capacity*6f a common 
sailor on })oard one of the ships under his command, laid claim to 

the estate and titles of the carl of A-. These pretensions were 

no sooner communicated in the public papers than they became the 
subject of conversation in all companies ; and the person whom 
they chiefly alFoctcd, being alarmed at the ajipcarance of a com¬ 
petitor, though at such distance, began to put himself in motion, 
and take all the precautions which he thought necessary to defeat 
the endeavour of the young upstart. Indeed, the early intelligence 

he received of Mr. A-’s making himself known in .ihe West 

Indies furnisliod him with numberless advantages over that un- 
happy young gentleman ; for, being in possession of a plentiful 
fortune, and lord of many manors in the neighbourhood of the very 
place whore the claimant was born, he knew all the witnesses who 
could give the moat material evidence of his Jogitiinacy ; and, if 
his property did not restrain him, had, by his powoivind influence, 
suflicieut opportunity and means of applying to the passions anti 
interests of the witnesses, to silence many, and gain over others to 
his side ; while his competitor, by an absence of fifteen or sixteen 
years from his native cfuintry, the want of education and friends, 
together with his present holjdoss situation, ivas rendered aViso- 
Intely incapable of taking any .step for his own advantage ; and 
although his worthy uncle’s conspicuous virtue and religious regard 
for justice and truth might possibly be an unconquerable restraint 
to his taking any undue advantages, yet the conacijjiices of that 
huge army of emissaries ho kept in pay were not altogether so very 
tender and scrupulous. 'Phis much, however, may bo said, with¬ 
out derogation from, or hnpoachment of, the noble earl’s nice vii*tuo 
and honour, that he took care t.o •oemproivise all dilferciices with 
the other braiichoa «)f the family whoso interests were in this afl'air 
connected with his own, by sharing the estate with tliem, and also 
retained most of the eminent counsel uithin the bar of both king¬ 
doms against this formidable bastail'd, before any suit was instituted 
by him. 

“While ho was thus intrenching hinwelf against the attack of 
a poor, forlorn youth, at tlie distance vf fifteen hundred leagues, 
continually exposed to the dangers of the sea, the war, and an 
unhealthy climate, Mr. —, in the commdh course of cohver- 
sation, chanced to ask some questions relating to this romantic 

pretender, of one H-, who was at that time the present Lord 

A-^’s chief agent. This man, when pressed, could not help 

owning that the late Lord A-actually left a soij, who had been 

spirited away into America soon after his father’.*! death ; but said 
ho did not know whether this was the same person. This infor¬ 
mation could nob fail to make an impression on the humanity ol 

Mr, M-, who, being acquainted with tho genius of the wicked 

party who Wd xxisse'ssed themselves of this unhappy yotiiig man’s 
estate and honours, expressed no small anxiety ana apprehension 
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lest they should take him off by sonae means or other; and oven 
then seemed disposed to contribute towards the support of the 
friendless o^han, and to inquire morf oircumstantiafly into the 
nature of his claim. In tlie mean time his occasions Called him to 
France, and daring his absence Mr. A—'—arrived in London in the 
month of October, 1741 .” 

Here ^tho clergyman w;ib interrupted by Peregrine, who said 
there was something so extraordinary, not to call it improbable, in 
the account he had heard of the young gentlomaii’s being sent into 
exile, tbfit he would look upon himself ns infinitely obliged 1o the 
doctor, if he would favour him with a true roprosentation of that 
. transaction, ns well as of the manner in which he arrived and was 
known at the island of Jamaica. 

The parson, in compliance with our hero’s request, taking up the 
story from the beginning, “Mr. A - said he, “is the son of 

Arthur, late lord baron of A-, by his wife Mary S-, natural 

daughter to JoFin duke of H-and N-, whom ho publicly 

married on tjlo 21st day of July, 170 (>, contrary to the inclination 
of his mother and all his other relations, particularly of Arthur 

lato carl of A-, who boro an in)])lacablo enmity to the duke her 

father, and, for tliat reason, did all th.»t lay in his power to traverse 
the marriage ; but finding his endeavours ineflectual, he was so 
much olFcnded, that he would never be perfectly reconciled to Lord 

A-, thtmgh ho w'as his presuntptive heir. After their nuptials, 

they cohabited together in England for the space of tw'o years, 
during which she miscarried more than once ; and he, being a man 
of levity, ^id an extravagant disposition, not only squandered 
away all that he had received of his wife’s fortune, but also con¬ 
tracted many considerable debts, which obliged him to make a 
•precipitate retreat into Ireland, leaving Ids lady behind him in 
tho house with his motjicr andtisler, who, having also been averse 
to tho match, had always looked u^p^l her with eyes of disgust. 

“It waB not likely that harmony should long subsist in this 

family, especially as Lady A'-was a woman of a lofty siiirit, 

who could not tamely bear insfflts and ill usage from persons, who, 
she had reason to believe, were her enemies at heart. Accordingly, 
a misunderstanding goon hajiponed among them, which was 
fomented by the malice one of her sisters-in-law; divers scan¬ 
dalous reports of lier misconduct, tf> which the emji^j pretensions 
of {fv.ain, wretcliedf coxcomb, w’ho waf made use of as an infamous 
tool for that puqioso, gave a colourable pretext, wei’o trumped np, 
and transmitted, with many false and aggravating circumstances, 
to her" husband in Ireland; who, being a giddy, unthinking man, 
was so much'iniponscd at these insinuations, that, in the first trans¬ 
ports of his i>assion, he sent to his mother a power of attorney, that 
she. might sue for a divorce in his behalf. A libel W'as thereupon 
exhibited, containing many scandalous allegations, void of any 
real foundation in truth ; but, being unsupported by^any manner 
of proof, it was at length dismissed, with dbsts, after it had de¬ 
pended upwarda^qf tyro years. 
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“ Lord A-, finding himself abused by the mi8i*ex>reKeiitations 

of his mother and sister, discovered an inclination to be reconciled 
to his lady ; in consequence of which she was sent ofer to Dublin 
by her father, to the care' of a gentleman in that city ; in whoso 
house she was received by her husband, with all the demonstrations 
of love and esteem. From thence he conducted her to his lodgings, 
and then to his country-house, where she had the misfortune to 
suffer a miscarriage, through fear and resentment of ihy lowl’s 
behaviour, which was often brutal and indecent. From the country 
they removed to Dublin, about tlio hitter end of July, or Ijcginiiiug 
of August, 1714 , where they had not long continued, when her lady¬ 
ship was known to be again with cliild. .u 

“Lord A-, ho and his issue being next in remainder to the 

honours and estate of Arthur carl of A-, was extremely solicitous 

to have a son ; and, warned ])y the froipient niiscari'iagos of his lady, 
resolved to curb the natural impatience and rusticity of his disposi¬ 
tion, that she might not, as fonncrly, suffer by hi^ outrageous i)on- 
duct. Ho accordingly cherished her with uncommon tusndernesa and 
care ; and her iiregnaiicy being pretty far advanced, conducted her 

to his country-seat, where she was delivered of Mr. A-, about the 

latter end of April or beginning of May ; for none of the witnesses 
have been able, at this distance, with absolute certainty, to fix the 
precise time of his birth, and there ivas no register kept in the 
parish : as an additional misfortune, no gentleman of fashion lived 
in that parish ; nor did those, who lived at any considerable distance, 

care to cultivate an acquaintance with a man of Lord A-’s strange 

conduct, 

*‘ Be that as it will, the occasion was colobrati*d by fiis lordship’s 
tenants and dependents upon the sjiot, and in the neighbouring town 

of New-Il-, V>y bonfiies, illuuiinations, and other rejoicings^ 

whicli have made such an impreasio*! upon t,lie niinils of the peojile, 
that, ill the place where tliey happened, and the contiguous parishes, 
several hundred persons have already declared tlicir kiiowdcdge 
and remembrance of this event, in spite of the great power of the 
claimant’s adversary in that quarterparid the great pains and indirect 
methods taken by bis numberless agents and emissaries, as well as 
by those wlio are interested with bun, in the event of the suit, to 
corrupt and suppress the evidence. 

“ Lord A-t.—, after the birtli of his son, whoVas sent to nurse in 
the neighbourhood, according to the ou.stom of ‘the country, where 
people of the highest distinction put thoir children out to nurse into 
farm-houses and cabins, lived in harmony with his lady for the space 
<»f two years : but having, by his folly and extravagance, reduced 
himself to groat difficulties, ho demanded the remayider of her for¬ 
tune from lipr father, the duke of B-, who absolutely refused to 

part with a sliilling until a proper Bettlenieiit should be made on his 
daughter, which by that time he had put out of his own power to 
make, by his folly and extravagance. 

“As her kidyship, ‘by her endeavours to reform the economy of 
her house, had inoiirrod tlie displeasure of ^omo idle, profligate 
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fellov^s, who had fastened themselves upon her husband, aiid helped 
to consume his substance, they seized this opportunity of the duke’s 
refusal; tiiidf in order to be revenged uuoii the innocent lady, per¬ 
suaded Lord A-, that the only means of extracting money from 

his grficG would bo to turn her away, on pretence of infidelity to 
his bod, for which they hinted there was but too much fouiidati(ui. 
At their augjj^^stions, a most infamous plan was projected, in the 

execution of wliich, one P-, a poor, inihred, simple, country 

booby, wdioiii they had decoyed into a snare, lost one of his ears ; 

and tlio«injured lady retired that same day to Now-ll-, where 

she continued several years. Slie did md, however, leave tho 
.house, wiihout struggling hard t(; can y her child along with her; 
but, fur from enjoying such indulgence, strict orders w<jrc given 
that the boy should not, for llie future, bo brought within her 
sight. This base, inhupian tnatoieui. Mislead of answering the 
end proposed, produced such a contrary cfl'cct, that tho duke of 

B-, by a oovTicil to his will, in which ho rollects up(»u Lord 

A-’s evil tamper, directed hia execuiors to pay to his daughter 

an annuity of one hiuulred pounds, while her lord and slio shouid 
continue to live separate ; and this allowance was to cease on Lord 
A-’.s death. 

“ While she remained in this solitary situation, the child was 
universally known and received as tliti legitimate sou and heir of 
her lord, whoso aHection for the boy was so consjuciioiis, that, in 
the midst of his own necessities, ho never failed to m.-iintaiu him 
in the dress and eipiipage of a young nobleman, in the course of 
his infancy,Jiis fatlicr having often changed his place of ro-sidenco, 
the child was put under the instructions of a gicat many dilleiviit 
school masters, so that lie was perfectly well know'll in a groat many 
difteront parts of the kiiigdoiii ; and liis mother seized all oppor¬ 
tunities, which were b^it rare, wn account of his father’s orders to 
the contrary, of seeing and giving liini proofs of her luatenial ten¬ 
derness, until she set out f<jr Knglafid, after having been long in a 
declining state of health, by a paralytical disorder ; ii])iiii the con¬ 
sequence of which such dependence was placed by her niconsidorate 
husband, who was by this time reduced to extreme poverty, that 
he actually married a woman whom he had long kept as a mistresH. 

This creature no sooner understood that Lady A- had deiiarted 

from Ireland, thaif she openly avowed her iiiarriaKo, and went 

aboRt,publicly witlf Lord A -, visiftng his ac({uaintances in tho 

character of his wife. 

“ From this ora may be dated the beginning of Mr. A-'a 

misfortunes. This artful woman, who had formerly treated tho 
child with an impearance of foncbiess, in order to ingratiate her¬ 
self with the father, now looking ui>on herself as suttidoiitly.estab- 
lished in the family, thouglit it was high time to alter her beha¬ 
viour with regard to the unfortunate b('y ; and accordingly, for 
obvious reasons, employed a thousand artifices to alienate the lieart 
of the weak father from his unhappy offspring : yet, nlitwithstand- 
ing all her insiimatijins, nature still maintained her influence in 
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his heart; and thoiigli fjhe often found moans to irritate him by 
artful and malicious accusations, his resentment never extended 
farther than fatherly correction. Sho would have fobnd it impos¬ 
sible to accorni)lisli his ruin, had not her oJforts been /■eiiiforoed by 
a new auxiliary, who was no other than his uncle, the present 
usurper of liis title and estate ; yet even this confederacy was 
overawed, in some measure, by the fear of alarmjng the unfor¬ 
tunate mother, until her distemper increased to a most deplorable 
degree of the dead palsy, and the death of her father had reduced 
her to a inost forlorn and abject state of distress. Then they 
ventured upon the execution of their projects ; and, though their 
aims were widely different, concurred in their endeavours to 
reinfivc the hapless boy, sis the common obstacle to both. 

“Lord A-, who, as I have already observed, was a man of 

weak iutollocts, and utterly void of any tixed principle of action, 
being by this time reduced to such a pitch of misery, that he was 
often obliged to pawn his wearing apparel, in order to procure the 
common necessaries of life ; and liaving no other flf^id remaining 
with which he could relieve his present necessities, except a sale of 

the reversion of the A-estate, to wliioli the nonage of his son 

was an effectual bar, was advised, by his virtuous brother, and the 
rest of his counsellors, to surmount this difticulty by secreting his 
son, and spreading a report of his death. This honest ]iroJect ho 
the more readily embraced, because ho knew that no act of his 
could frustrate the child’s succession ; accordingly, the boy was 
removed from the school at which ho was then boarded, to the 

house of one K-, an agent and accomplice of the,present oarl 

of A-, where he was kept for several months closely confined ; 

and, in tlie mean time, it was industriously reported that ho was 
dead. ' 

“This previous measure beingotaken, tLord A- published 

advertisements in the gazettes, offering reversions of the A- 

estate to sale ; and emissaries of various kinds W'ere employed to 
inveigle such as were ignorant of the nature of the settlement of 
these estates, orstrangeisto the affairs of his family. Some people, 
imposed upon by the re])ort of the child’s death, w'ere drawn in to 
purchase, tliinkmg themselves safe in the concurrence of his lord¬ 
ship's brother, upon presumption that he was^ next in remainder 
to the succession ; others, tempted by the smallness of- the p^’icc, 
which rarely exceeded half A year’s purchase, as appears by. many 
deeds, though they doubted the trutli of the boy’s being dead, ran 
small risks on the contingency of his dying before he should 1^ of 
age, or in the hojio of his being prevailed upon to confirixi the 
grants of his father; and many more were treating 'with him on 
the same nations, when their transactions were suddenly inter¬ 
rupted, and the scheme of raising more money, for the present, 
defeated, by the unexpected appearance of the boy, who, beir^ 
naturally sprightly and impatient of restraint, had found m^aiis 
to break frWi his c&niinement, and wandered up and down the 
streets of Dublin, avoiding his father’s hovse, and choosing to 
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encounfcGr all sorts of distress, rather than subject hiinsclf ngain to the 
cruelty and malice of the 'wuniaii who supplied his mother’s place. 
Tims debarred hia father’s protection, and destitute of any fixed 
habitation, he horded with all the loose,*idle, and disorderly youths 
in Dublin, skulking chiefly .about the college, several members and 
students of whicli, .taking pity on his misfortunes, supplied him 
at difleront ti:^ie8 with clothes and money. In this unsettled and 
uncomfohable way of life di<l he remain from the year 1725 to tlio 
latter end of Novomber, 1727 ; at wliich time Ins father died so 
miserably? poi>r, that ho was actufdly buried at the public expense. 

“ This nnfovtunaic noblonian was no sooni'r (load, tljan hia 

.brother Jlichard, mtw carl of A-, taking advaiilagu of the 

nonage and helpless situation of his nejihew, seized ujum all the 
papers of the dofimet, and afterwards usurped tlie title of Lord 

A-, to the 8urpri.se yf tlje Rorvjmj^, and others, who were ac- 

(|uainted with tlio afl'airs of the family. This iisnrjadion, bold as 
it was, producod no other etfect tlian that of his being insulted by 
the popiilacejls he went through the strcct-s, and tht^ refusal of tlio 
king-at-aniia to enrol the certiticatc of his brother’s having died 
without issue. The first of tlie.se inconveniences he bore without 
any sense of shame, though not witliMit repining, conscious that it 
would gradually vanish with the novelty of his invasion; and us 
to the last, he coiKpiered it by means well known and obvious. 

“Nor will it seem strange that he should thus invade the rights 
of an orphan with impunity, if people will consider that the late 

Lord A-had not only squandoiajd away liis fortune with the 

most ridiculous extravagance, but also associated himself with low 
company ; so that lie was little known, and less regarded, by 
persons of any rank and figure in life ; and Jiis child, of eonse’- 
Kpicnee,, debarred «>f the advantages wliich might liavo accrued 
fr(.>m valuable comiexj^uis : an*! though it was universally known 

that Lady A-had a son in Ireland, such was the obscurity in 

which the father had lived during the last years of Ins life, that 
ievf of tlie nobility could be supposed to be jic<]uaiiiled with the 
particular circumstances of a» transaction in which they had no 
concern, and which had happened at the distance of twelve years 
before the date of this usurpation. Moreover, as their first infor¬ 
mation was no other than common fame, t he public clamour, occa¬ 
sioned by the sepa’l'ation, might inspire such as werg strangers to 
'the* family aflaifs^with a mistaken <!iotion of the cluhl’s having 
been born about or after the time of that event. The hurry and 
bustle occasioned by the arrival of the lord-lieu tenant, about this 
period; the reports industriously propagated of the claimant's 
death, the obscurity and concealment in which the boy was obliged 
to live, in oyder elude the wicked attempts of his * 1111010 , might 
also contribute to his peaceable oiijoymoiit of an cmjity title ; and, 
lastly, Lord Chancellor W——, whose immediate province it was 
to issue writs for parliament, was an utter stranger in Ireland, 
unacquainted with the descents of families, nnd conf|^quently did 
not examine £arther ^than the certificate enrolled in the books of the 
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king-at-arms. Over and above those circumstances, which natu¬ 
rally account for tlie success of the imposture, it may be observed, 
that the hapless youth had not one relation alive, on the side of his 
father, wlio.se interest it was not to forward or connive at his de¬ 
struction : that his grandfather, the duke of B-was dead ; 

and that his mother was then in England, in a forlorn, destitute, 
dying condition, secreted from the world, and oven from her own 
relati(ui3, by her woman, Mary H-, who had a particular in¬ 

terest to secrete her ; and altogether dependent upon a miserable 

and iwecarious allowance from the duchess of B-, Jo whoso 

caprice she was, moreover, a most wretched slave. 

“ Nc^twithstanding those concurring circumstances in ,favour of 
the usurper, he did not think himself secure while the orphan had 
any chance of linding a friend who would nndertako his cause, 
and therefore laid a plan for his being kidiia})p£5d, and sent to 
America as a slave. Tlis coadjutor in tlii.s inhuman soluone was 
a person who canied on the trade of transporting servants to imr 
plantations, and was deeply interested <tn this occasugrp, having, for 

a mere Iriflo, purchased of the late Lord A-the reversion of a 

considerable part of the A- estate ; which shameful bargain 

was confirmed by the brother, but could never take place unless 
the boy could be eilectually removed. 

‘‘Everything being settled with this auxiliary, several ruffians 
were employed in .search of the unlia[)py victim ; and the first 
attempt that was made upon linn, in which his uncle personally 
assistcil, happening near one of the gieat markets of the city of 
Dublin, an honest butcher, with the assistance of his neighbours, 
rescued him by force fi\nn thoir cruel hands, 'fliis, fiowever, was 
but a short respite ; for, tJiough warned by this adventure, the 
boy seldom crept out of his lurking-places without tlie mo.st 
cautious circumspection, lie was, ni Marclj^, 1727 discovered by 
the diligence of his ]»‘jrsecutors, and forcibly dragged on board of 
a ship bound for Newcastle, o\\ Delaware river in America, where 
he was sold ;is a slave, and kept to hard labour, much above his 
age or alrengtli, for the space of tf-iirtoen years, during which ho 
was transferred from one iiersou to another. 

“ While ho remained in this servile situation, he often mentioned, 
to those in whom he thought such conti(lenco might bo placed, the 
circumstanccc of his birth and title, together \vith tho manner of 
his being exiled from his nhlive country ; although, in this pf/irti- 
cplar, he neglected a caution which he had received in his passage, 
importing that such a di.scovery would cost him his life. . Mean- 
whUo the usurper quietly enjoyed his right; and to those who 
questioned him about his brother’s son, constantly replied, that 

tno boy had been dead for several years : and Arthur earl of A.- 

dying in April, 1737, he, upon pretence of being next heir, suc¬ 
ceeded to tho honours and estate of that nobleman. 

‘ ‘ The term of the nephew’s bondage, wliich had been lengthened 
out beyond *flie usual'time, on account of his repeated attempts to 
escape, being expired in the year 1739, he^ hired himself as a 
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common sailor in a tr.iding vessel bouml to Jamaica; and there, 
being entered on board of one of his majesty’s ships inider the 
command of •Admiral Vernon, o^jonly declared his parentage and 
pretensions. ^ This extraordiTiary claim,*which made a groat noise 

in the fleet, reaching the cars of one Lieutenant S-, nearly 

related to the usurper’s Irish wife, he believed the young gentle- 
in.aii to be ai^ impostor; and, thinking it was incumbent on him 
Ut discover the cheat, ho went on board of the ship to which the 
claimant belonged ; and. having heard the aecnnnt which ho gave 
of himaoJf, was, notwithstanding his prepossessions, convinced of 
tho truth of what ho alleged. ()u his rotuiu to his own ship, he 
•chanced to mention this extrafwdiuary .atlair upon tho quarter- 
deck, in tho hearing of Mr. II— liiie of the midshipmen, who 
had forinerly been at school with Mr. .£\-. This, young gentle¬ 

man not only told the lieyteiifint tluit lu' Iiad been aelu'olfeflow with 

Lord A-’s son, Imt also tiecl.ircd that he should Know liim 

again, if not greaAly altered, as he still reiaiiied a perfect idea of 
his eountonaDje. 

“Ui>ou this intimation, tlic lieutenant proj)o.scd that tho experi¬ 
ment should be tried, and went with the nndshijmian on board tho 
ship that the claimant was in for t1>at pui’iiose. After all the 

sailors had been assembled upon deck, Mr. -, casting his eyes 

around, immediately diatinguished Mr. A-in tho ci«iwd ; and, 

laying his hand on his slnmlder, ‘This is the man,’ said ho; 
aflinning, at the same time, that, wliilc he eontiiiiied at school with 

‘him, the claimant w.as rejmted and resjiected as Lord A-'s son 

and heir, and rnaintamed in all respects suitable to tho dignity of 
his lank. I^ay, he was in like manner recognized by several other 
persons in tho fleet, wlio had known him in his infancy. 

• “These things being reported to the admiral, he generously 
ordered him to he sui^ilied with necessaries, and treated like a 
gentloman ; and, in his next desjiatclies, transmitted an account 
of the affair to the duke of Neweastlb, among the other transactioiis 
of tho fleet. 

“In September or October, 1*741, Mr. A--arrived in London ; 

and the first person to whom ho applied for advice and assistance 

was a man of the law, nearly related to the families of A-and 

A-, and well acquainfj^d with tho particular affair.s of each ; 

who, far from treatftig him as a bastanl and imiiostor,Received him 
witlrcjivility and ^etfming kindness, asbed him to eat, presented him 
with a piece of money, ami, excusing himself from meddling in tho 
affair, advised him to go to Ireland, as tho most projier place for 
commencing a suit for the recovery of his right. 

“ Before- Uie^ young gentleman had an aiiportunity, or indeed 
any inclination, to comply with this advice, ho was •accidentally 

met.ill tho street by that same H-, who, as I Iiai e inciitioiied, 

gave Mr, M- the first insight into tho affair. This man im¬ 

mediately knew the claimant, having been forinerly an agent for 
his father, and afterwards a creature of his nncle, wjjih whom he 
waS) not without reason, suspected to be concerned in kidnapping 
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and transporting his iiephow'. Be that as it will, his connections 
with the usurper were now broken ofiF by a quarrel, in consequence 
of which ho had thrown up his agency ; and he invifcefl the hapless 
stranger to his house, with a view of making all possible advantage 
of such a guest. 

“There ho had not long remained, when his treacherous land¬ 
lord, tampering with his inexperionco, effected a mayriage between 
him and the daughter of one of his own friends, who lodged in hia 
lioiise at the same time : but afterwards seeing no person of conse¬ 
quence willing to espouse his cause, he looked upon him as aii 
encumbraiico, and wanted to rid his hands of him accordingly. 

Ho remembered that Mr. M-had expressed himself with all 

the humanity of apprehension in f/ivotir of the unfortunate young 
nobleman before his arrival in England ; and, being well acquainted 
with the generosity of his disposition, ho ijo sooner understood that 
he had returned from Franco, than ho waited upon him with an 
account of Mr. A-'s being safely arrived. Mr. M-was sin¬ 

cerely rejoiced to find that a per.son, wlio had hii^ii so cruelly 
injured, and undergone such a long-continued scone of distress, 
was ro.stored to a country where lie was sure of obtaining justice, 
and where every good man, as he imagined, would make the caiLSO 
liis own : and being informed that the youth was in Avant of neces¬ 
saries, he gave twenty guineas to H-fi>r liis u.se, and promised 

to do him all the serviec in his power ; but had no intention to 
take upon liiniiclf the whole weight of such an important aflair, 
or indeed to appear in the cause, until ho should be fully and 
thoroughly satisfied that the claimant’s pretension^ w^ero well 
founded. 

“ Til the mean time, H- insinUfating that the young gentleman 

wa.s not safe in liLs pi esent lodging from the machinations of Ins 

enemies, M-accommodated him'with an» apartment in his own 

house, where ho w.is at great pains to remedy the defect in his 
education, by rendering him lib to apjiear as a gentleman in tlie 
world. Having received from him all the intelligence ho could 
give relating to his own affair, ho larid the case before counsel, and 
despatched a person to Troland t<» make further inquiries upon the 
same subject; who, on his first arrival in that kingdom, found the 
claimant’s birtli was as publicly known as-any circumstances of that 
kind could possibly be at so great a distance of time. 

“ The usurper and his frieMs gave all the iitcerruption in,tbeir 
power to any researches concerning tliat affair, and had recourse 
to every art and expedient that could bo invented to prevent its 
being brought to a legal discussion ; privilege, bills in Chancery, 
orders of courts surrejititiously and illegally obtaim^ed, and every 
other inveni’ion was made use of to bar and prevent a fair and 
honest trial by jury. The usurper himself and his agents, at.the 
same time that they formed divers conspiracies against hia life, in 

vain endeavoui*ed to detach Mr. M-from the orphan’js cause by 

innuinenibldtf artifices,^ insinuating, cajoling, and misrepresehting, 
with surprising doxtorify and perseverance. 
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* ‘ His protector, far from being satisfied with their reasons, was 
not only deaf to their reinonstranees, but, believing him in danger 
from their re^)eated efforts, had him privately conveyed into the 
country, where an unhappy accident, whicli he has ever since 
sincerely regretted, furnished bin adversary with a colourable pre¬ 
text to cut him off in the beginning of his career. 

‘‘A man biyipeiiing to lose bis life by the accidental discliurgo 
of a piece that chanced to bo in the j-oung gentleiiian’s bands, the 
account of this misfortune no ao(»ner readied tlio ears of his undo, 
than he*expressed the most immoderate joy at having found so 
good a han<|le for destroying him under colour of law. He imme- 
•diatcly coMstituted himself jirosecutor : set his emissuTic-s at work 
to secure a coroner’s inij[ueKt suited to his cniel purposes ; set out 
for the place in person, to take care that tlic prisoner should not 
escape; insulted him in Jail m the most, luhuinan manner ; em¬ 
ployed a whole army of attorneys and agents to spirit up and 
carry on a most virulent prosecution ; practised all the unfair 
methods tliat |t)uld he invented, in order tliat Lho unhappy gentle¬ 
man should be transjiorted to Newgate from the healthy prison to 
which he was at first committed; eiidea\oiircd to inveigle him 
into destructive coiifessions ; and, not t.o mention t>ther more in¬ 
famous arts employed in the affair of evidence, attempted to sur¬ 
prise him u])on his trial in the absence of his witnesses and counsel, 
contrary to a previous agreement with the prosecutor’s own 
attorney ; nay, lie even apj»earcd in jierson upon lho hendi at tlie 
"trial, in order to intimidate tlie evidence, and browbeat the unfor¬ 
tunate prisoiyir at the bar, and uxjiended above a thousand jiounda 
in that jirosocutioii. In spite of all his wicki-d efforts, liowever, 
which were defeated by the Bjiirib and indefatigable industry of 

Mr. M-, the young gentleman was lionourably acijuiited, to the 

evident sati.sfaction «if ijjl tlie irnfiartial ; the mi.sfortunc, that gave 
a handle for that unnatural prosecution, appearing to a demonstra¬ 
tion to have been a mere accident. * 

“ In a few months, his protector, who had now openly espoused 
his cause, taking with him tvwo gentlemen to witness his trans¬ 
actions, conducted him to his native country, with a view to ho 
bottler informed of the strength of his pretensions, than he could 
he by the intelligenoo he hitherto received, or by the claimant’s 
own dark and alnufat obliterated remcmbrauco of th# facts which 
werc^essential to,h(f known. Upon tifeir arrival in Dublin, appli¬ 
cation was made to those persf)ns whom Mr. A-hail named as 

his schoolmasters and companions, together with the servants and 
ueighbeiurs of his father. These, though examined .separately, 
without having ^tho least previous intimation of what the claimant 
liad reijorted, agreed in their accounts with him, as Well us with 
one another, and mentioned many other people as acrpiainted with 

the same facts, to whom Mr. M-had recourse, and still met 

with the same unvaried information. By these means, he made 
such progress hi his inquiries, that in less than twoallinonths, no 
fewer than one huni^ea persons from ditforent quarters of the 
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kingdom, either persoiuilly, or by letters, communicated their 
knrovlodgo of the claimant, in declarations consonant with one 
another, as well as w'ith the accounts ho gave of hirarelf. Several 
servants, w'ho had lived with his father, and been deceived with 
the story of his death, so industriously propagated by his uncle, 
in» a(joner hoard of his boing in Dublin, than they came from 
dilTerent parts of the countiy to see him ; and though great pains 
wore taken to deceive tliein, they, ncverthi'less, kiiGw hnn at first 
sight ; some f)f them fell upon Lhoir knees to thank Heaven for 
liis presei’vaiion, embraced liis legs, and shod tears of joy for his 
return. 

‘‘Although the conduct of his adversary, particularly in the 
above-mentioned prf)socution, together with the evidence that 
already aiipoared, were sutlicicnt to convince all mankind of tho 

truth of tlio claimant’s jireton.sions, Mr. M-, in order to bo 

farther satisfied, resolved to see how he would be received upon 
the s[>ot where he was horn : justly conoludniL,, tliat if he was 
really an impostor, the bastard of a kitclien-wencljj produced in 
a counlry entirely posaossed by hia enemy and his allies, he must 
be lookeil upon in that place with tlio utmost detestation and con¬ 
tempt. 

“ This his intention was no sooner known to the adverse party, 
than their agents and friends from all quarters repaired to tliat 
place with all possible dospatcli, and used all their hitluence with 
tjie people, in rem oust ranees, threats, and all the other arts they 
coidd devise, not only to discountenance tho claimant upon hia 
arrival, but even to sjiirit up a mob to insult liim. Notwithstand¬ 
ing these precautions, and the servile awe and subjection in wliich 
tenants are kept by their landlords in that part of the country, 

as soon as it was known that Mr. A-approached the tow'ii, the 

iuhabitaiiLs crowded out in great jpiiltitudes to receive and wel¬ 
come him, and acconipauicd liim mto tow’ri'with acclamations and 
other expressions of joy, insoniueh that tho agents »)f his adver¬ 
sary durst not show their faces. The sovereign of the corporation, 
who was a particular creature amj,, favourite of the usurper, and 
whoso all depended upon the issue of the cause, was so conscious 
of tho stranger’s right, and so much awed by the behaviour of tho 
people, Avho know that consciousness, that he did not think it safe 
oven to presvjj’ve the appearance of neutrality upon this occasion, 
but actually held the stirruj) while Mr. A—t- dismounted rrom 
his horse. 

“ This souse of conviction in the people manifested itself still 
more ])oworfully, when lui returned to the same place -in the 

year 1744, about wliicli time Lord A-, being informed of his 

resolution, determined again to bo beforehand with him, and set 
out in person with his agents and friends, some of whom were 
detached before him to prepare for his reception, and induced the 
people t-o meet Ixim in a body, and accompany him to town, with 
such expressions of ’velcome as they had before bestowed on his 
nephew ; but, in spite of all their art and interest, he was suffered 
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to pass through the streets in a mournful silence , and tlmugli 
several barrels of beer were produced, to c^iurt tJio favemr of tiio 
populace, th%y had no other effect tlyin that of drawing their 

ridicule upon the donor : whereas, when Mr. A-, two days 

afterwards, a^)peared, all the inhabitants, witli garlands, Btr<*au)ers, 
music, and other ensigns of joy, cTow'ded out to, meet hini, and 
ushered him into town with such demonstrations of pleasure and 
good-will^ thaf the noble peer found it convenient to hide himself 
from the resentment of his own ioiiants, tlie effects of which ho 
must h.i^'O severely felt, had not he been screened liy the timely 

remonstrances (d Mr. M-, and the other gimlloinan wlio accom- 

.pained liisi com])elitor. 

“Nor did his a^iprehcnsion vanish with the. transaction of this 
day ; the t<nvn was sigain in niu'oar on the Sunday following, when 
it was known that Mr. Aj -— intended to come tlnlhcr from Dun- 
main to churcli ; they went out to meet him as behu’c, and con¬ 
ducted him to the church-door with aoc];ima(it)nH, wJiirh tenitied 
hi.s uncle to sijjph a degree, that In* lied with ju’eeipitation in a boat-, 
and soon after entirely quitted the ]*lace. 

“It would be almost an endless task to enumerate tins partieitlar 
Ktej)s that wore taken by one side lo promoto, and by the oilier to 
delay the trial. The young gentleman’s .aiUersaries. finding that 
they could not, by all the subterfuges and arts they had used, 
evade it, ro]>eated attempts were niailo to .assassinaie him and Ins 
protector, and every obstruction thrown in the way of his cause 
•which craft could invent, villany execute, and undue inliiience 
contirui. But all Ihc-sc diflicullios were Minnoiinteil by I he vigi¬ 
lance, constancy, courage, and sagacity of M-; and at last the 

affair was brought to a very solemn tiial at bar, which being con¬ 
tinued, by sevoral luljournnieiits, from tlie cle\onth to the twenty- 
fifth day of November,^! verdic* was found ff)r the claimant, by a 
jury of gentlemen, winch, in iioiiit of repulatioii and jiroperty, 
cani^it be easily jiarallcled in tin/ annals of that or any oilier 
eountry ; a jury that could by no means bo siisjiectcd of pre¬ 
possessions ill favour of Mr. /»——, to whose ]»eison they were 
absolute strangers ; especially if we consiilcr that a genllLiiifni in 
their neighbourhood, who was imphow to the foreman, and nearly 
related to .some of the rest yf their number, forfeited a considerable 
estate by their decisfoii. 

“ 7his verdict,”, siild the parson, “g€ve the highest satisfaction 
to all nnp.artial persons that ivere within reach of being duly in¬ 
formed of their proceedings, and of tlie difierent genius and 
conduct-of the parties engaged in the contest; but more (‘specially 
to such as were in cciurt, as I was, at the trial, and had an 0])por- 
tuiiity of observing the characters and behaviour of iflie p(M’sons 
who appeared there to give evidence. To sitttb it was vei^ appa¬ 
rent, that all the witnesses produced there on the part of the 
uncle> were either his tenants, dependents, pot-companinna, or 
persons some way or other interested in the insue of tlife suit, and 
remarkable for a low kind of cunning : that many of tliom were 
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persons of profligate lives, who doservotl no credit; that, inde¬ 
pendent of the levity of their characters, those of them who went 

under the denomination of» colonels, Colonel L-alone excepted, 

Avho had nothing to say, and was only brought ther<j, in order to 
give credit to that party, made so ridiculous a figure, and gave so 
absurd, contradictory, and inconsistent an evidence, as no court or 
jury could give the least degree of credit to. On t?.ie other hand, 

it was observed, that the nephew and Mr. M-, his chief manager, 

being absolute 8tranger.s in that country, and unacquainted with 
the characters of the persons they had to deal with, wer« obliged 
to lay before the court and jury such evidence as came to their 
hand, some of whom plainly ap])eared to have been put upon them 
by their adversaries, wafclr a design to hurt. It was also manifest 

that the witnesses produced for Mr. A- wore such as could 

have no maimer of connexion with him, uor any dependence what¬ 
soever upon him, to influence their evidence ; fo.r the far greatest 
part of them had never seen him from his infancy, till the trial 
began ; and many of them, though poor, and undignified with the 
title of colonels, wore people of unbleinisliod cliaracter, of great 
simplicity, and such as no man in his senses would pitch upon to 
support a bad cause. It is plain that the jury, wheac well-known 
honour, impartiality, and penetration must bo revered by all who 
are acquainted with them, were not uiuler the least difficulty 
about their verdict; for they were not enclosed above h.alf-an-hour, 
when they returned with it. ^J’hese gentlemen could not help 
<ib.sorving tlie great inequality of the parties engaged, the great 
advautage.s that the uncle had in every other respe^b except the 
trutli and justice of his cause, over the nephew, by means of his 
vast possessions, and of his power and influence all round the 
place of his birth ; run* could the contrast between the diffcrenl 
gouiusos of the two parties escape Uieir observation ; tliey could not 
but see and conclude, that a ,person who had confessedly tr^ns- 
pori.ed and sold his orphan nephew into slavery,—who, on his 
return, had carried on so unwarrantable and cruel a prosecution 
to take away his life, under colour 6i law,—and who had also given 
such glaring proofs of his skill and dexterity in the management 
of witnesses for that cruel purpose,—was in like manner capable 
of exerting the same happy talent on this occasion, when his all 
was at stake f more c.specially as he had so mfmy others who jforo 
equally interested with himself, and wliose abifities in that respect 
fell nothing short of his own, to second him in it. The gentlemen 
of the jury had also a near view of the manner in which the 
witnesses delivered their testimonies, and had from thence an 
opportunity of observing many circumstances and» distinguishing 
characfferistics of truth and falsehood, from which a great deal 
could bo gathered, that could not bo adequately conveyed by-any 

E rinted account, how exact soever; consequently, they must have 
een much better judges of tho evidence on which they founded 
their verdicl^ than aify person who had not tho same opportunity, 
can possibly be. 
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“ Thcso, Mr. Pickle, were my roflcctiona on what I had occasion 
to observe concerning that famous trial: and, on my return to 
England, t^ years afterwards, I couljl not help pitying the self- 
sufficiency of some people, who, at this distance, pretended to pass 
their judgr^ent on that verdict with as great positivoness us if 
they had been in the secrets of the cause, or upu)i. the jury who 
tried it: andJJiat from no bettor authority thaii the declamations 
of Lord\—^’s emissaries, and some falsilicd printed accounts, art¬ 
fully cooked up, on purpose to mislead and deceive. 

“ Bujjto return from this digression : Lord A -, the defendant 

in that cause, was so conscious of tlio strength and merits t)f Ins 
. injuretl nephew’s c.'iae, and that a verdict would go against him, 
that he ordered a writ of error to be made out before the trial was 
ended ; and tlie verdict wa.s no sooner given, ihan'be immediately 
lodged it, though he wol^knew he had mi manner of error to assign. 
This expedient was jiractised merely for vexation and delay, in 

order to kcej) Mr. A-from tlie pos-itssion of the small estate 

he had reco^red by the verdict; that, his slender funds being 
exhausted, ho might be deprived of other means to prosecute his 
right; and, by the most ojipressivo contrivancoa and scandalous 
chicanery, it Ivas been kept up to tlos daj', ivithout his being able 
to assign the least shadow of any error. 

“ Lord A -was not the fmly antagonist that Mr. A-hail to 

deal with : all the different branches of the A-family, wdio had 

been w'orrying one another at laiv, over since the death of the lalo 

■ earl of A-, about the partition of his great estiite, w'ore now 

lirrnly united in an association against this unfortunate gentleman : 
mutual deeas were executed among them, by which many great 
lord.shjps and estates ivere given up by the uncle to persons win* 
had no right to jmssoss them, in order to ongago them to side with 
him against liis nepheiv, in withhohlmg the unjust possession of 
tlio remainder. 

*Thcse confederates having liCiTl several consultations against 
their common enemy, and finding that his cause gal bored daily 
strongth since the trial, by the acccssiini of many witnesses of 
figure and reputation, who had not been heard of before ; and that 
the only chitnee they had to prevent the speedy establishment of 

his right, and their own ^e.struction, was by stripping Mr. M- 

of the little money that yet remained, and stoppinij all further 
resofirces whereljy^o might he cnalffed to proceed they there¬ 
fore came to a determined resolution to carry tliat liopel'ul scheme 
into execution; and, in pursuance thereof, they liavo left no 
expedient or stratagem, how extraordinary or scandalous soever, 

unpractised, to ^Ustresa Mr. A-and that gentleman. For that 

end, aU the oppressive arts and dilatory, expen-sive Vontrivancos 
that. the fertile invention of the lowest pettifoggers of the law 
could possibly devise, have with great dexterity been played off 
Rgainst them in fruitless quibbling, and malicious suits, entirely 
foreign to the merits of the cause. Not to'mention/ numhcrlesB 
other acts of oppressign, the most extraordinary and uniirecedented 
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proceedings, by means whereof thia sham writ of error hath been 
kept on foot ever since November, 1743, is to me,” said the doctor, 
“a most flagrant instance, pot only of the prevalency V)f power and 
money, when oiiiployod, as in the present case, against an unfor¬ 
tunate, ht‘li)loss man, disabled, as he is, of the moans of ascertaining 
his right, hut of the l)adno8s of a cause that hath recourse to so 
many iiiifpiitoiis expedients to support it. ^ 

“In a word, the whole conduct of Tjord A-and ifis party, 

from the beginning to this time, has been such, as sufficiently 
manifests that it could proceed frrun no other luotivei than a 
consciousness of Mr. A-’s right, and of their own illegal usur¬ 

pations, and from a terror of trusting tlic merits of their jL-aso to a 
fair discussion by the laws of their country ; and that the intention 
and main drift of all their proceedings plainly tends tf» stifle and 
smother the merits of the case from the Jinowledge of the world, 
by oppressive arts and ingenious delays, rather than trust it to tho 
candid determination of an honest jury. What disc could bo tho 
motives of kidnai)j>mg the claimant, and transportii^ig him when 
an infant 'I of llio various .attempts made upon his life since his 
return ? of the attempts to divest him of all assista'ice to ascertain 

his right, by endeavouring so solicitously to prevail on Mr. M- 

to abandon him in tho beginningof retaining an army of counsel, 
Vieforo any smt had hecn commenced'? of tho many .sinister attempts 
to ]n‘evont the trial at bar? of the various arts made use of to terrify 
any one from appearing as w’itness for tho claimant, and to sedueo 
those who had a])])oared ^ of the shameless, iiii]»recedonted, low 
tricks now praetiseil, to keep him out of the jiuHsossioii of tliat 
estate for wlncli he had obtained the verdict, tlievoby to disahle 
him from hviiigiug his cause to a further hearing; and of tho 

attempts made to buy up Mr. M-’s ilclits, and to spirit up suits 

against him ? Is U not obvious, foom all *31080 circimiBtances, as 
well .as from tho obstruction they have given to the attornoy- 
gcneval’s proceeding, to make' a report to his majesty, on ^ho 
claiinaut’s petition to the king for the peerage, which was referred 
by his majesty to that geutlemau so*:far back as 1743, that all their 
efforts are bent to that one point of stifling, rather than suffering tho 
merits of tliis cause to come to a fair and candid hearing ; and that 
the sole consideration at present between.tlium and this unfortunate 
man is not wkotlier he is right or wrong, but ^?^liethcr he shall or 
shall not find money to brin<^ this cause to a iin&l ijcterniinatiod ? 

“Lord A-and his confederates, not thinking themselves safe 

with all these expedients, while there w'as a possibility of tlieir 
antagonist’s obtaining any assistance from s^iich as humanity, 
compassion, generosity, or a love of justice might induce to lay 
open tdieir purses to his assishince in ascertaining his r^ht, have, 
by themselves and their numerous emissaries, employed all the.arts 
of calumny, slander, and detraction against him, by traducing hia 
cau.se, vilifying his person, and most basely and cruelly tearing 
his characteV to piceey, by a thousand misrepresentations, purposely 
invented and industriously propagated in t^ll places of resort. 
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whicli is a kind of cowardly assassination that tlicrc is no 
guarding agjunst: yet, in spite of all tlioao machinations, and tho 
shanioful inditfcreuco of mankind, whf» stand aloof unconcerned, 
and set this *nihapi)y gentleman most inhumanly o]»pres.sed by tho 

weight of lawless power and faction, M-, far from suffering 

himself to be dejected by tho multiplying diliicultics that crowd 
upon him, still exerts himself with amazing fortitude and assi¬ 
duity, ami wdll, I doubt not, bring the affair ho began and carried 
on wdth so much spirit, while his linauces lasted, to a happy 
conclusion. 

“It wendd exceed tlic bounds of my intention, and perhaps 
'trospuBs foo much ujion your time, wevi< I to enumerate the low 
artitiecs and sliameful (piibblcs, by which the usurper has found 
means to procrastinate the decision of the contest liotweeii him and 
Ins haplcs.s nephew, or t# give .1 derail or the <l.‘iniago and jiorplexity 
which Mr. JVl -r"- has sn.stained and been involved in, by the 
treachery and ingratitude of some who lasted thom.selvcs under 
him in the pwseculion of this affair ; and by the villany of othc’s, 
Avho, under various pretences of material di.scoverics they had to 
make, ^’e., had fastened themselves upon iiim, and continued 
to do all tho nii-schief in their iiovver, until the cloven foot was 
delected. 

“ (*)ne instance, however, is so flagrantly flagitious, that 1 cannot 
resist the iiiehnation I foci to relate it, as an oxamjdo of the most 
infernal peilid)^ that jierhap.s ever ent.erod the human heart. 'I 
have alre.-ut^’ mentumed tho part wliieli Jl-acted in tho begin¬ 

ning of M-*—'s eoniie.ction with Hie iniforlimatc stranger, and 
hinted that the said Jf - — l.iy under many obligations to that 

^ontloinan before Mr. A -’s arrival in England. He h.ail been 

chief agent to Lonl A-, and, as it aftoiwvard.s appeared, received 

several jiaymeiits of a*secret pension which that lord enjoyed, for 
wliijch he either could not or woi^ld not account. His lordship, 
Uieroforc, in order to coinjiel him to it, took out writs against him, 
and his house was continually surrounded w’ilh caichpoles for the 
space of two whole years. * 

“Mr. M-believing, from H-’s own account of tho matter, 

that the poor man was greatly injured, and prosecuted on account 
of his attachment dto the*unhappy young gentleman, did him all 
tho»good oflices i% Ins power, and ^ecanic sccurit.f for him on 
several occasions ; nay, such was his opinion of his integrity, that 

after Mr. A- wms cleared of tho prosecution carried on against 

him by his uncle, his person was entrusted to the care of this 
Iiypocritc, who desired that tho young gcnlleniaii might lodge at 

his house for the convenience of aii, M-’s own oocjyiions calling 

him often into the country. * 

‘^Having thus, by his consummate dissimiilalion, acquired such 
a valuable charge, he WTote a letter to one of Lord A- -'b attor¬ 
neys, offering to bciray Mr. A-, provide^fl his lordship would 

settle his account, and give him a discharge for ei|;ht hundred 
povwidg of the pepsinij, which ho hg<l rocoivgd and not accounted 
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for, Mr. M-, informed of this treacherous proposal, immediately 

removed his lodger from his house into his own, without ae.signing 
his reasons for so doing until he was obliged to declare it, in order 

to free liiinself from the importunities of H-, who earnestly 

solicited his return. This miscreant, finding himself detected and 
disappointed in liis villanoiis design, was so much enraged at his 
miscarriage, that, forgetting all the benefits ho had'received from 

M-for a .series of years, he practised all the mischief that his 

malice c<»uld contrive against him ; and at length entered into a 
confederacy with one (1—st—y, and several other abandoned 
wretches, who, as heforo said, under various pretences of being 
able to make material discoveries, and otherwise to serve tho 
cause, had found means io bo employed in some extra business 
relating to it, though tlioir real intention was to betray the 
claiiuanl. 

“Those confodorate.s, in conjunction with some other auxiliai’ics 
of infamous cliaractcr, being informed that Mr. M—^ was on tho 
point of securing a considerable sum, to enable liiimto prosecute 

Mr. A-’s right, and to bring it to a ha])py coiichwion, contrived 

a deep-laid scheme to disajiianiit him in it, and at once to ruin the 
cause ; and, previous measures being taken f<»r tliat wicked pur¬ 
pose, they imi>o3e(l upon tho young gentleman’s mexjioriencQ and 
crc<Uility, by insinuations equally false, plausible, and malicious ; 
to which they at length gained his belief, by the mention of some 
circumstances that gave what they alleged an air of probability, 

and even of truth. They sw<n’e that Mr. M-had taken out, an 

action against him for a very large sum of money ; that they had 
actually seen tho writ; that the intention of it was to throw him 
into prison for life, and rain liis cause, in conso<piencc of an agroe- 

moiit made by him with Lord -ami his other enemies to 

retrieve the money th.ab he had laid out in the cause. 

“This plausible tale was eufmeed with such an air of truth, aHn- 
dour, and earnest concern for Ins safety, and was strengthened by 
so many imprecations, ami corroborating circumstances of their 
invention, as would have staggered f^ne of much greater experience 

and knowledge of mankind tlian Mr. A-could be supposed at 

that time to possess. The notion of periictual imprisonment, and 
the corl.iin ruin they made him bclievcf his caMse was threatened 
with, worked^upon Ins imagjpation to such a degree, that hoiiuf- 
ferod hiinsolf to be led, like a lamb to the slaughter, by this artful 

band of villains, who secreted liini at the lodgings of one P-, au 

intimate of G-'s, for sever.'il days, under colour of hia being 

hunted by bailiffs employed by Mr. M-, wheie he was not only 

obliged by tjhem to change his name, but even his wife was not 
sulferefl to have access to iiini. 

“Their design was to have sold him, or drawn him into a ruinous 
compromise with liis adversaries, for a valuable consideration to 
themselves. ^ But as jiio ties arc binding among such a knot of vil¬ 
lains, the re^» of tho conspirators were jockeyed by G-, Avho, in 

order to monopoliso the advantage to himself, hurried his j>ris;Q 
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into tho country, and secrcted'him, even from Lis confederates, in 
a place of coi^cealmeiit one hundred miles from London, under the 

same ridiculous pretence of M-'s •liaviiig taken out a writ 

against him,# and of bailiffs being in pursuit of him evoiywhere 
round London. 

‘ ‘ He was no sooner there, than G-, as a previous step to tho 

other viUany lie intended, tricked him out of a bond for six thou¬ 
sand pounds, under colour of his having a person ready to advance 
tho like sum upon it, as an immediate fuiul for carrying on his 
cause ; Assuring him, at the same time, that he had a set of gentle¬ 
men ready, who were willing to advance twenty-five thousand 
’pounds iflore for tlio same purpose, and to allow him five hundred 
2 )ounds a-year for his maintojianoe, till liis cause should bo made 
an end of, provided that Mr. M-should liavo ho further con¬ 

cern with him and his civusc. 

“Mr. A-, Jiaving by this time received some, iiitimations of 

the deceit that had been put upon liim, niiulc answer, that ho 
should look upon himself as a very ungrateful monster indeed, if ho 
deserted a jierson who had saved his life, and so generously v< ii- 
tured his own, together with his fortune, in his cause, until ho 
.should lirst be certain of the trutli of what was alleged of him ; 

and absolutely rejected tlio proposal. O-, wdm bad uo other 

view in making it, than to cover the secret villany he meditated 
again.st him, and to facilitate tho execution thereof, easily receded 

from it when he found Mr. A-so aver.so to it, and undertook, 

nevertheless, to raise tho money ; .adding, tliat ho inigiit, if ho 

pleased, rebiirii to Mr. M-whenever it w\as secured. 'J’ho whole 

drift r)f this pretende<l undertalving to raise tho twenty-live thou¬ 
sand pounds, was only to lay a foundation for a <loxtorou3 confcri- 

Vance to draw Mr. A-unwarily inU> tho execution of a deed, 

relinquisliing all his i^glit amf title, under a notion of its being a 
deed to secure tlie repayment of th%t sum. 

“G-, having, as ho imagined, so far ])avcd tho waiy for tho 

execution of such a deed, enters into an agreement with an agent, 

oirqiloyed for that puriiose by Mr. A-’s adversaries, purjiorting, 

that in cousideration of the jiaymcnt of a bond for six thousand 

pounds, whicli he, G-, had, as ho jiretonded, laid out in Mr. 

A-’s cause, and#of an wnmity of seven hundred pound.s a-year, 

he vas to procure ^ir them from Mr. jV -a deed rdhdy executed, 

relinquishing all right and title to ine A-estate and honours. 

Everything being i^repared f(^r tho execution of this infernal 

achemo, unknown to Mr. A-, G-then thought jiropcr to 

send for him to town from his retirement, in order, as he jiretended, 
to execute a's<*urity of twenty-five thousand pounds. 

“ This intended victim to that villain’s avarice no sooner Slrrived 
in town, full of hopes of money to ciirry on his cause, and of agree¬ 
ably surprising his friend and protector Mr. M-w'ith so season¬ 

able and unexpected a reinfox’ceraent, than an unforeseen difficulty 

arose concerning the payment of G-’s six f^iou 8 and* 2 )ound bond. 

money was to havo boon raisoj^ out of tho ostato of a lunatic. 
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which could not ho dono witliout the leave of the Court of Chanceiy, 
to whom an account must have been given of the intended appii' 
cation of it. While proparfdions wore making to rectify tlfia omis¬ 
sion, (i-immediately carried Mr. A-again into the country, 

Ic-st ho should happen t(' be undeceived by some means or other. 

“In the mean time, this wicked imachination was providentially 

discovereil by Mr. M-, before it could be carried ijito execution, 

by inean-s of the jealousies that arose among the conspiratora them¬ 
selves ; and was, at the same time, conlirmed to him by a person 

whom the very agent for the A-party had entrusted with the 

secret, M- no sooner detected it, tlian he commuipcated his 

dLscovory to one of Mr, A-’.s counsel, a man of great worth ; and 

immediately tbereiipon l,ook proper mca.sures ti; defeat it. He then 

found means to lay open to Mr. A-himself tlie treacherous 

scheme that w.is laid for his dcsl,ruction ^ he was highly sensible 
of it; autl could never aftervvard.s reliect on the snare that he had 
so unwardy been drawn into, and had so narrowly escaped, without 
a mixture <*f horror, shame, and gratitude to his deli\^*rer. 

“The coiisumiu.ate a,ssurance t>f the monsters who were engaged 
in this plot, after they had been detected, .and upbraided witli their 
treachery, is scarce to bo jiaialleled : for they m^t only owned the 

fact of spiriting Mr, A-away, in the manner above mentioned, 

but just died their doing it as tending to his service. They also 
maintained, that tlioy had actually secuicd the twenty-tivo thou¬ 
sand pound.s for liim, though tliey never could name any one 
jierson who wa.s to have advanced the money. No man waus more 

active in this sclieiue than H-: nor anv man more solicitous to 

keep Mr. A-up in llie false impressions ho had received, or in 

projecting methods t<i ruin liis pwuoctor, than he. 

“ Among many other cxjiedients for that purpose, a most mali-* 
cious attempt, was luade to loilge an inforn''ation .\gain8fc him for 
t.ruasoiiahle pr.ictice,s with the secretary of state, not,wdthstanding 
tlie repeated proofs he had givCn of hi.s loyalty ; and, as a ]>repa- 
ratory step to his accu.sation, a letter, which this traitor dictated, 
w-us copied by another person, am? actually sent to the earl of 

C-, iin])orting, that the person who copied the letter had an 

affair of conse(pieuce to communic.do to his lordship, if ho would 
appoint a time of receiving the informi\ti<)n. But that person, 
upon a full cKinviotion of the villaiiy of the scheme, absolutely 
refused to jirocced fartlior iix it; so tliat hi8*biy,lice once piore 
proved abortive ; and, before he had time to execute any other 
contrivance of the same nature, he was imprisoned in this very jail 
for debt. 

“ Here, finding his creditors inexorable, and himself destitute of 
all othg,!’ vcssurce, he m.ade aiiplication to the very man whom he 
had injured in such an outrageous manner, set forth his deplorable 
case in the most pathetic terms, and entreated him, with the most 
abject humility, to use his influence in his behalf. The distress of 

this varlct iipmediatoiy disarmed M-of liis resentment, and 

even excited liis compassion. Withoqt sending any answer to his 
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remonstrance.^, he interceded for him with his creditors ; and the 
person to whom he was chiefly indebted refusing to release Inm 
without •security, this unwearied benefactor joined with the 
prisoner in bond for above two hundred and forty pound.s, for 
which he obtained Iiis release. 

“He was no sooner discharged, however, than he entered into 

fresh coiigbim^ions with (>-and others, in order to thwart his 

deliverer in his schemes of raising money, and (dlierwiso to distress 
and deprive him of liberty, for wliich purp»»se, no art or industry, 
perjury niot e.xceptod, has been sjwircd ; and, what is still more 
extraordinary, this perfidious monster, having ffumd money to take 
•uj) the bond, in consequence of whicli ho regained his freedom, has 

procured a writ against M-upon that very obligation, and 

taken assignments to some other debts of that gentleman with the 
same Christian intention. J?at inllierlo he has, by surprising 
sagacity and uris^jaken resolution, baffled all their infernal contriv¬ 
ances, and retorted some of their macliinations on tlicir own 
heads. At thJIR time, when he is supposed by some, and represented 
by others, .as under the circumstancea of oblivion and de.spondence, 
ho proceeds in his design with the utmost calmness and intrepidity, 
meditating sehonu's, and ripening moasuies, that will one day 
confound his enemies, and attract the notiee and 'diniration of 
mankind.” 

Peregrine, having thanked the priest for his obliging informa¬ 
tion, expressed his .surjirisc at the scandalous inattention of the 
‘world to an afl’air of sucli importance ; observing, that, by such 

inhuman nejjjecl, this unfortunate young geulleman, Mr. A-, 

was ab.solutely deprived of all tlio benefit of society, tlic sole end of 
which is, to protect the rights, redress the grievances, and piMinoto 

t^ie happiness of individuals. As for the eliaracter of M-, ho 

said, it was so romantiially sinslflilar in all its circumstances, tluit, 
tJiougli other motives wore wantiuj^ curiosity alone would induce 
Jiim to seek his acquaintance . but he did not at all wonder at the 
ungrateful returns wdiich had been made to liis geneiopify by 

II-and many other.s, whonf bo had served in a manner that 

few, besides himself, w'ould h.avc done ; fr^r he liad been long 
convinced of the truth convciyed lu tho.se linos of a celebrated 
Italian author ;— . • 

Ijiijpnr-fioil die, par ]a4oro K^ndez/a, non ponlfc cb'^o giildonloii.itl, ';on la BccleraU 
monota dell’ ingratitndtoc boim pnguti. 

“ The-story which you have related of that young gentleman," 
said hc,‘ “ bears a vqpy strong resemblance to the fate of a Spanish 
nobleman, as it ^as communicated to me b}' one of his own intimate 
friends at Fai is. The Countess d’Alvarez died immecfiatoly* after 
the birth of a son ; and the husband .surviving her but throe years, 
the child was loft sole heir to his lionours and estate, under the 
guardianship of his uncle, who had a small fortuno and a great 
many children. This inhuman relation, covet'ng the wealth of his 
infant ward, foriped a^dosign against tjie life of the helpless orphan, 
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and trusted the execution of it to his valet-de-chambre, who was* 
tempted to undertake the murder by the promise of a, considerable 
reward : he accordingly stabbed the boy with a knife in three dif¬ 
ferent places, oil the right side of his nock ; but, ar he was not 
used to such barbarous attempts, his hand failed in the perform¬ 
ance ; and he was seized with such remorse, that, perceiving the 
wounds were not mortal, he carried the hapless victiir. to the house 
of a surgeon, hy whose care they ivero healed: and, in the mean 
time, that he tniglit not forfeit his recotnjiense, found moans to 
persuade his employer that his orders were performed. A' bundle, 
being made up for the purpose, was publicly interred as the body 
of the child, who was said to have been suddenly carried oft’ hy a 
convulsion; and the uncle, without op]iositi(m, succeeded to his 
honours and estate. The lioy, boitig cured of his wounds, was, 
about the age of six, delivered, with a small sum of money, to a 
merchant just embarking for Turkey; who was ^iveu to under¬ 
stand that lie was the bastard of a man of qujilityj^ and that, for 
family reasons, it was nocoasary to conceal his birili. r 

“ While the unfoi‘tunate orplian remained in this deplorable 
state of bondage, all the children of the usurper died one after 
another ; and he himself, being taken dangerously ill, attributed 
all his atllictioiis to the just judgment of (Jod, and communi¬ 
cated his anxiety on that subject to the valct-de-chanibro who had 
been employed in the murder of his nephew'. That dome.sfcic, in 
order to (luiet his master’s conscience, and calm tliu jierturbatioii 
of his spii’its, confo.sscd w'hat he had done, and gave him hopes of 
still hiidiiig the boy, by dint of industry .and extioiise. ’J’ho 
imhapi>y child being the only hope f)f the family of Alvaroz, the 
uncle imniedLitely ordered a minute impiiry to be .sot on foot ; in 
coii30(|uciico of which ho was informed that the orphan had becri 
sold to a Turk, wlu' Jiad afterwards tran.sfe/red him to an English 
merchant, by wdiom ho w'as conf'eyed to London. 

“An express wjis immediately despatched to this capital, where 
lie understood that the unhappy exile had, in consideration of hia 
faithful services, been bound appVeutice to a French barbor- 
surgoon; and, after ho had sufficiently cpialifiod himself in that 
profession, been received into the family of the Count do GalLas, at 
that time the emperor’s ambas.sador at the court of London. From 
the house of ftiis iiobloman, lie was traced into tjie service of C^unt 
d’Oberatorf, where ho hatl married his lady’s clrambcrmaidj nud 
then gone to settle as a surgeon in Bohemia. 

“In the course of tliose inquiries several years elapsed: his 
uncle, who was very much atbiched to the honue of Austria, lived 
at Barcoloiv*, when the father of the ompress-qifeen resided in 
that city, and lent him a very considerable sum of mono^ in tho 
most pressing emergency of his affairs ; and, when that prince was 
on the point of returning to Germany, the old count, finding his 
end approaching, sen,t his fathor-confessor to his majesty, with a 
circumstantial acctmnt of tlio barbarity he bad practised against 
his nephew, for which ho in*.plored forgiveness, and begged Ue 
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would give orders, that the orphan, whoii found, should inherit the 
dignities jind fiortune which he had unjustly usurped. 

“ His majesty assured the old man, tlTat ho might make liimself 
easy on that* score, and ordered the confessor to follow him to 
Vienna, immediately after the count’s death, in order to assist liis 
endoavoura in tiuding out the ixijiircd heir. The priest did not fail 
to yield o^>edi(Aice to his command ; ho in formed himself of certain 
natural marks on the young count’s body, which wero known to 
the nurse and w'oineii who attended him in liis infancy ; and, with 
a gontleifiau whom the emperor ordered to acof»rnpany him, set out 
for Bohemia, whore lie soon foniul the object of his inquiry, in the 
capacity of major-domo to a nobleman of that countiy, lio having 
quitted his profession of surgery for I hat olHce. 

“He was not a little surprised wheti ho found liimself circum¬ 
stantially cjitechized abodt the particulars of his life by persons 
comniiBsinnod for*that purpose by the emperor. He told them, that 
ho was abH()lu<^‘ly ignorant of his own liirtli, though be had been 
informed, durAig his residence in Turkey, that he was the bastar l 
of a Spanish grandee ; and gave Uieui a minute detail of tho 
pilgrimage ho had undergone. Tliis information ngreeing with 
the intelligence which the priest had already received, ami being 
corroborated by the marks upon his body, and the very scais of tho 
wounds which h.ad been inflicteil upon him in his infancy, tho 
confessor, without further liesitatioii, aalnted linn by the niimo 
.of Count d’Alvarez, grandee of SSpain, and explained the vvbolo 
mystery of his fortune. 

•‘If he wi#i agreeably aina/ed at this exfilanation, tlio case was 
otlierwisc with his wife, wlio thought herself in gieat danger of 
being abandoned by a husband of such high rank ; hut he imme- 
(fiatoly dispelled her appreheuHion liy assuving her that !i.s she had 
shared in his adversity slio shouRl also partake <>f Ins good fortune. 
Ho act out immediately for Vionna»to make his acknowledgments 
to tlio emperor, who favoured him with a very gracious reception, 
promising to use lus iutbieucc so that he might enjoy the Inuiours 
and estate of his family ; amf in ilie moan time ackiio\vledg(‘(l 
himself his debtor for four hundred thousand llorins which he liad 
borrowed from his uncle. He threw himself at tlie feet of liis 
august protector, ea^n’essert the most grateful sense ^of his good- 
nossjiand begged h% might be permit^d to settle in some of his 
imperiftl majesty’s dominions. This request W'as imiiusdiatoly 
granted ; he was allowed to purchase land in any ]>art of tho 
hereditsiry dominions of the house of Austria to the amount of 
tho sum I have moiitioned, and nifido choice i>f the country of 
Ratibor, in where, in all probability, he still rcfydos,”^ 

Peregrine had scarce finished the narrative when he perceived 

Mr. 'M- slip something into the hand of tho young man with 

whom Ke had been conversing at the other end of tho room, and 
rise up from the table in' order to take his leave, IJc at ^nco under- 
ptoixl tho meaning of this conveyance, and longed idv an opjior- 
tunity to be ac{|uaiiftqd with such » mve instance of primitivQ 
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bonovolonco ; bui t.he consciouanesa of his prosent situation hin- 
dc'rod him from making any advance that might J?e construed 
into forwardness or presumption. ‘ 


Cm vr. YGIX.—IIo Is surprised with the Appe-iranee of Jlateliwav and fipes, who take up 
tlieir Jlaljitatiou in Ins Ndshhourhood, contrary to his Inclination and express Dcaire. 


Bkino now regularly initiated in the my.steriea of the Fleet, and 
reconciled in some measure to the customs of the place, lie began 
to bear the edge *>f relioclion without wincing ; and tbinking it 
would be highly imjiriulont in him to defer any longer the purposes 
by which only ho could enj<»y any ease and satisfaction in his con- 
liuomoiit, ho rosidvod to resume his task j;f translating, and every 
week compo.so an occasional paper, by way of rovonge upon the 
ministo)’, against whom he had denounced ci-(',rnarwa)‘. With this 
view he locked himsolf up in his chambei*, and wonS, to work with 
gieat eagerness and application ; when ho vas inteTTU])led by a 
tickoi-poi'Ler, who, putting a letter in his liand, vaiiislied in a 
moment before ho had time to poruso the contents. 

Our hero, ojiening tlio billot, was nob a little surprised to find a 
b.uik uoto for iifty poumls, enclosed in a blank sheet of paper ; and 
hiving exercised his memory and penetration on the subject of 
thi.s unexpi'fted windfall, had just coneliuled that it could como 
from no other band than the lady who had so kindly visited him 
a few day.s before, ulien his ears were suddenly invaded by the 
well-known sound of that whistle which always hung about the 
nock of Pi[)es as a memori U of liis former occupation. I’his tune 
being ])eifoimod, he lieiud the iioi.se of a wooden leg ascending the 
stair ; upon which he opened Iniv door, syid bolield his friend 
Hatchway, with his old shijunatc at his back. 

After a cordial shake of the jiaud, uith the ii.sual salutation of 


“ What cheer, cousin Pickle ? ” honest ilack seated himself without 


ceremony, anti casting his eye.s aroaud the ajiartmcnt, ‘‘Split my 
top-stays.til,” said ho, with an arch sneer, “you have got into a 
snug berth, cousin. 1 loro you ma^’sit all weathens, without being 
turned tint to take ytmr watch, and no fpar of |ho ship’s dragging 
her anchor, ^ou ha’n't much room to spare, ’tis true : an’ hf^d I 
known as Imw you stowed soViloso, Tom should fiave flung my own 
hammock for you, and then you mought have knocked down this 
great lubberly hurricane house. Put, mayhap, you turn in double, 
and so you don’t choose to liust yourself and ypur doxy to a clue 
and canva.s. ” ^ 

Pickle bui*fc his jokes with great good humour, rallied him in his 


turn about the dairy-maid !),t the garrison ; and, inquiring about 
his friends in the country, asked if he had been to visit his niece ; 


and fliuilly expressed a desire of knowing the cause of his journey 
to London, *iThe liedtenant satisfied his curiosity in all these par¬ 
ticulars ; and, in answer to tlje last question,..observed that, frojn 
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the information of Pipes, understanding that he was land-locked, 
he had come from the country in order to tow him into the oiling. 
“ I know not?how the wind sits,” said litJ, hut if so be as three 
thousand pounds will bring you clear of the cape, say the word, and 
you sha’n’t Ifb wind-bouml another glass for want ot the money.” 

This was an offer which few jieoplo in our hero’s situation would 
have altogether refused, especially as lie had all the reason in the 
world to* believe that, far from being a vain, unmeaning conijdi- 
ment, it was the genuine tribute of friendship, which the lieutenant 
would h|Lve willingly, ay, and with jileasuro, ])aid. N'eviiitholoss, 
Peregrine jieremptJU’ily i’efu.sed hi.s as.sistance, though not without 
.expressing himself in terms of acknoMdedgment suitable to the 
occasion. Ho told him it would be time enough to make use of his 
generosity when he should lind himself destitute of all other 
resource. Jack employejJ all In'! ihntmic with a view of porsuading 
him to take this ojiportunity to jirocure his own cnhngement; 
and, finding his'argamoTils mefl'ectual, insisted u]>oii his aoct'pt- 
ing an imuuuiato siqijJy for Ins necessary occasions ; swearing, 
with great vcnemence, that he would never return to tlio garrison 
unless ho would put him upon the footing of any other tenant, and 
receive his rent accordingly. 

Our young geiifhmian as positively swore that, he never w’ould 
consider him in that light ; remonstrating that he had long ago 
settled the house u])on him for life, as a pledge of his own esteem, 
as well as m conformity with the coiiiimaloie’s desire ; ami, beso'ech- 
• ing liim to return to his usual avocations, protested that, if ever 
his situation .sliould .subject him to the necessity of borrowing fiom 
his friends, •Mr. Hatchway should be tlie tiisfc man to wliom Iio 
would apjJy himself for succour. To convince him that this was 
Uot the case at present, ho produowl the l-aiik-note which lie liad 
received in the letter,,togoLhei* ivitli his own riiady money, and 
mentioned some other funds, which he invented extempore, iii older 
to amuse the lieutenant’s concern. *lu the close i»f tins exjuistula- 
tion, he desired Pipes to conduct Mr. Hatchway to tlie coffee liouwe, 
where ho might entertain himsA'lf with the iiewsjiaper for half an 
hour, during which he would put ou liis clothes, and besjieak some¬ 
thing for dinner, that they might enjoy each other’s conn>any a.s 
long as his occasions woult^perniit him to stay in that jdace. 

The two sailors 'R’cre no sooner g<mc, than he tool# up the jk'h, 
and Wrote the ftillo^fiiig letter, in wdiicih he enclosed the bank-note, 

to his generous benefactress :— 

# 

“Madam, —Yotir hiimanlty is not more tnfionions than my Piispicli n In vain you 
attempt to impose upon me by an i ct of ReneiOxity, wbirb no peiMin up''ii raith, but 
your lailysbip, is (-.iipable of committing Thougii ytmr name was rot 8ii>)8( iibed on t'lO 
paper, your sentimeifta were hilly displayed in tlm (unieiilH, wliKh 1 must bej( leave 
to restore, with the saine senso of gratitude, and for the same ria-nns 1 exprobsed, when 
last l.liad the honour to converse with you upon this subject. Though 1 am deprived 
of my libeity by the vlllany and ingratitude of mankiml, I am noj yet rteBtitule of the 
other conveniences of life ; and, therefore, beg to be excuseil tiom incurring mi iiniieci‘a‘-ary 
addition to that load of obligation you have already laid upon, inad.tiu, your lud^ship b 
most devoted, humble servant. * / 

“ I’r.iaauTVB fioKL*.** 
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Having clrossed hirriBclf, and repaired to the place of appoint¬ 
ment, ho do.spatched this epistle by the hands of Pipes, who was 
ordered to leave it at herjadyahip’s house, without 'dtayfcig for an 
answer ; and in the moan time gave directions for dinner, which ho 
and his friend Hatchway ale veiy cheerfully in his oirn apartment, 
after he had entertained him witli a sight of all the curiosities in 
the place. During their repast Jack repeated liis kind offers to our 
adventurer, who declined them with his former obstihacy, and 
bogged ho might be no more importuned on that subject; but, if 
he insisted upon giving sonic fresli proofs of his friendship, he 
might have an opjiortiiiiity of exhibiting it in taking Pipes under 
hia care and protection ; for nothing taffccted him so lUMch as his 
inability to provide for such a faithful adherent. 

The lieutenant desired he would give himself no trouble on that 
score ; he being, of Ins own accoixl, perf,Octly wtsll disiiosed to be¬ 
friend his old shipmate, who should never want while he had a 
shilling to spare. Put he began to droj) some hints of an intention 
to fix his quarters in the Fleet, observing, that Unf air seemed to 
be very good in that place, and that he ivas tired of living in the 
country. What he said did not amount to a plain declaration, 
and therefore Peregrine did not answer it as such, though he per¬ 
ceived his drift, and took an opportunity of describing the incon- 
veuieiiees of the place in such a manner as lie hoped would deter 
him from putting such an extravagant plan in execution. 

■ This expedient, however, far from answering the end proposed, 
had a cpiite contrary effect, and furnished Hatchway Avith an argu¬ 
ment against his own unwilliugness to quit such ^ disagreeable 
pLieo. Jn all probability. Jack Avould have been more explicit, 
with regard to the scheme ho had proposed, if the corn^ersation had 
not been infcerruiiteil by tlie arrival of Cadwallador, w'ho iiowir 
failed in the pcrnn'inanco of his* diiimalu visit. Hatchway, con¬ 
jecturing that t]ii.s stranger might have some private business with 
his friend, quitted the apartnient, on pretence of taking a turn ; 
and, meeting Pipes at tlie door, desired hia company to the Bare, 
by which name the open space is distinguished ; where, during a 
course of perambulation, these two companions held a council 
upon Picklo : in consequence of Avliicli it was determined, since he 
obstinately persisted to refuse their assistance, that they should 
bike lodgings in his nciglibourhoocl, with a view of being at hand 
to minister unto his occasiofts, in spite of his ftilse delicacy, aCscord- 
ing to the emergency of liis affairs. 

'J’his resolution being taken, tlicy consulted the bar-keei>er‘of the 
coffee-house about lodging, and slio directed jihem to the warden, 
to whom the lieutenant, in his great wisdom, represented himself 
as a ‘kinsman to Peregrine, who, rather than leave that young 
gentleman by himself to tlio unavoidable discomforts of a prison, 
was inclined to keep him company, till such time as his affdrs 
could be put in order. This measure ho the more anxiously desired 
to take, beVauso the' prisoner was sometimes subject to a disordered 
imagination, upon wmich occasion he stood itii^need of extraordinary 
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aitendiince ; and thoreforo he, fcho lioutenant, entreated the warden 
to accommodate him with a lodging for himself and his servant, 
for whidli hc'was ready to make any aeasonable acknowledgment. 
The warden, who was a sonsihlc and humane man, could not help 
applauding fiis resolution ; and several rooms being at that time 
unoccupied, he put him immediately in possession of a couple, 
which were forthwith prepared for hi.s reception. 

This ahTair losing settled to his satisfaction, be despatched Pijies 
for his portmanteau ; and, returning to the cnlleo-house, found 
Peregnije, with whom he spent the reinainJiig part of the evening. 
Our hero, .taking it for granted that ho proposed to set out for the 

• garrison next day, w'rote a memorandum of some books which he 
had left in that habitation, and which he now do.sired Jack to send 
up to town by the waggon, directed for Mr. Crabtree.' He cautioned 
him against giving the hint i.f his mtsfortune in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, tliat it might remain, .as long as pos-siblo, concealed from 
the knowledge of his sister, who, lie know, would atiliet herself 
inimodcrately^^it the news; nor reach the ears of the rest of his 
family, wdio would exult and triumph over hi.s distress. 

Hatchway listened to his injunctions with gieat. attention, and 
promised to (lomcan himself accordingly : then the discourse shifted 
to an agreeable recapitulation of the merry scenes they had formerly 
ached together; and the evening lieing pretty far advanced, Pere¬ 
grine, with seeming reluctance, told him that the gates of the Fleet 
would in a few minutes be shut for the night, and that there was 

• an absolute necessity for his withdrawing to his lodging. Jack 

replied, th.at^ho could not think of parting with him so soon, after 
such a long separation ; and that he w'as determined to stay with 
him an hour or two longer, if he should be obliged to take up his 
lodging ill the streets. Pickle, rather than disoblige his guest, 
indulged him in his deaire, aiul'*resolved to give him a share of his 
own bed. A pair of chickens and asparagus were l)osi>oken for 
BU|:>per, at which Pipe.s attended, wiwi an air of internal satisfaction ; 
and the bottle was bandied about in a jovial manner till midnight, 
when the lieutenant rose up to4/akc his leave, observing, that, being 
fatigued with riding, he was inclined to turn in. Pipes, upon this 
intimation, produced a lantern reaily lighted ; and Jack, shaking 
hia entertainer by the hai^d, wished him good night, and promiKod 
to visit him again betimes in the morning. * 

PSregrine, imi^gfhing that his belfaviour proceeded from the 
wine, which ho had plentifully drunk, toM him, that, if he was 
dispd^od to sleep, his bed was ready prejiared in the room, and 
ordered his attendant to undress his master; upon which Mr. 
Hatchway gave him to understand that he had no occasion to 
incommode hia friend, having already provided a lodgihg foiP hini - 
self: and the young gentleman demanding an explanation, ho 
frankly owned what he had done, saying, “ You ’gave mo such a 
dismal account of the place, that I could not think of leaving you 
in it without company.” Our young gentleihan, wlifi w^aa natu¬ 
rally impatient of ^nefits, and foresaw that this uncommou 
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instaiioe of Hatchway’s friendship would encroach upon tli6 plan 
which he had formed for his own subsistenco, by engrossing his 
time and atLention, so as tlaat he should not be aWd'lo prosecute 
his labours, closeted the lieutenant next day, and demonstrated to 
him the folly and ill consequences of tho step he had faike’.i. He 
observed, that tho world in general would look upon it as the effect 
of more madness ; and, if his relations were so disposed, they might 
make it tho foundation for a statute of lunacy agahist him ; that 
his absence from tho garrison must he a very great detriment to 
his private affairs ; and, lastly, that his ])i'e3euco in t]io Fleet 
would be a very great hindcranco to Pickle himself, whose liope of 
regaining his liberty altogether depended upon his being detached 
from all company and interruj)tion. 

To these roiuonstvances Jack replied, that, as to tho ojiinion of 
the world, it Avas no more to him than rotten net-lino ; and if 
his relations had a mind to have his iqiiier-works condemned, ho 
did not doubt but ho should be able to stand tht* survey, ivithout 
being declared unfit for service ■, that he had n« affairs at the 
garnsoii but such as would keep cold ; and wit h regWd to Ihckle’s 
being ini.erruptod by his presence, lie gave linn Ins word that he 
would never come alongside of him, cxccjit wlien ho should givo 
him tho signal for holding discourse. In conclusion, ho signitied 
his resolution to stay were ho was, at all events, without making 
him.solf accountable to any person wbatsttever. 

Peregrine, seeing him determined, do-sisted from any farther 
irnjiortunity, resohiiig, however, to tire him out of Ins plan by 
reserve and supercilious neglect ; for lie could not bear the thoiiglib 
of being so notoriously obliged by any jierson upon earth. With 
this view, ho quitted the lioutciiriiit upon some slight pretence, 
after having told him that he tmuld not have tho ])lcasure of h^s 
company at dinuei, because ho wasi .engage(] witli a particular club 
of his foliow-pi isoijors. 

Jack was a stranger to the ptiiictilios of behaviour, ;ind therefore 
did not take this declaration amiss ; but bad immediate recourse 
to tlie advice of bis counsellor ]\p’. Pipes, who proposed that he 
should go t.o the coiree-liouse and kitchen, and give the people to 
understand that ho would jiay for all such liquor and provisiiJiis 
as Mr. Pickle should order to ho sont^ to hia own lodging. This 
expedient wins immeduitely practised ; and, as 'there vvas no credit 
in tho place. Hatchway dv.])osited a sum oft money, by wtvy of 
security, to the cook and llie vintner, intimating, that there was a 
necessity for taking that method of befriending his cousin ’Pere¬ 
grine, who was subject to aueh strange whims, as rendered it 
impossible to servo him any other w.ay. 

Ill consequence of these insinuations, it was ‘^that same day 
rumoured about the Fleet, tliat Mr. Pickle was an uiihajipy gen¬ 
tleman disordered in his understanding, and that the lieutenant 
was his near relation, wlio had subjected himself to the inconveni¬ 
ence of living iu jftil, with the sole view of keeping a strict eye 
over his conduct. This report, however, did^ not reach tho ears of 
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ouv hero till fclio next clfiy, when ho sent oiiu of the runners of the 
Fleet, who attended him, to bospwik and pay for a couple of ]»u]lets, 
and soniuthiiij' else, for dinner, to wIm'cIi ho had already invite<l 
his friend Hatchwaj^ in hope of being able to persuade him to 
retire into the country, after iie had undorgono a whole ilay’s 
mortiftoation in the place. The messenger returned with an as¬ 
surance that ^tho dinner should bo made ready according to his 
directions, and restored the money, observing tliat Ins kiusniau 
had paid for wliat was hcsjiokon. 

Per(\gji-me was equally surprised and disuiisied at tins inforina- 
tioh, and ,ro,solv'-ed to cliitlo the lioutonaut severely for his uusea- 
• iSonable treat, which lie considered as a thing ropiiguaiil. to his 
rcpiitatjon. JVJeauwliilo, he de.s]>atclu'd Jus adendant for wdne to 
tlie collee house ; and liiulmg his credit bolsfc'red up in dial, place 
by the same means, w^ys eu t^^til a1, die ])ivsumj>lion of ilack's 
friendship, lie (juesLioned the v.ilet nhout it with such iiianifosta- 
tions of displeasure, that tlie fellow, atiaid oi disobliging such a 
good master, jl-anlvJy c<niiuiiniieal.ed tlio story winch was eircidatr i 
at hia oX[)enso. 'The young gcntlouiaii was so much incensed at. 
this jiiece of intelligenee, that he wrut-e a biller ex])o.stiilalion to 
the lieiiU'iiant, wherein he not only veiracled hi.s invitaLion, but 
declared that ho would novor convorso witli him while ho should 
reiiiaiii within the place. 

Having thus obeyed the dictates of his anger, ho gave notice t.o 
the cook that ho sliould not have occasion for ivhat was ordered. 

’ Repairing to the cofnjc-house, he told the landioul that, whereas, 
he undorstoi^d the stranger with the wooden leg had prepofi.ses.sed 
him and others with ridiculous notion,s, tending to bring tlie .sanil.y 
of liis intellects in question ; and, to eontinn tins inijiulation, had, 
niidiT the pretence of consangninit.y, uiideitiiken to dc'fiay libs 
expenses; ho could not helj», la pistieo to himself, dcclanng, that 
the same person was, in reality, die madiiian, who had given his 
keepers the slip ; tliat, therefore, ho, the J.mdlord, would not iiiul 
his account in eomplj'ing wnth his ordov.'^, and eiiconiaging him to 
frequent Ins house ; and that,jfor his own ])ait, ho wnuld novor 
enter the door, or favour him with the least t rillo <»£ lus custom, if 
ever he should for the future find him.self anticipated in lii.s 
payments by tliat iniha.ppy>lunatic. 

The vintner was'’coiifounded at this retorted charg^i ; and, after 
much jicrplexity y,nil deliberation, concluded that hotli ])artios were 
distracted ; the stranger, in paving a man’s debts against Ins will; 
and Pickle, in being oirended at such forw'ardness of ti'iend.ship. 


CiiAF. C.—Tli^se Associates commit mi Aas.iult upon Cr.ibtrre, lor wliiili they are 
-banished from ihe Fleet—I’ercgrine begins to tccl the Kirecis (jf IJonflnemcnt. 

OuK adventurer having dined at an ordinary, and in the afternoon 
retired to hi.s own apartment, as usual, with In.-ffrieiul Qidwnlhwler, 
Hatchway and Ills associate, after they had been obliged to discuss 

' ' iS O 
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the provision for which they had paid, renewed their conference 
upon the old Bubjeub. Pipes giving his wiessiuate to understand 
that Peregrine’s chief confidant was the old deaf bii^helor whom 
ho had seen at his lodging the preceding duy, Mr. Hatcliway, in 
his groat penetration, discovered that the young*, gentleman’s 
obstinacy i>roceedod from the advice of the misanthrope, whom, 
for that reason, it was their business to chastise. Pipes entered 
into this opinion the more willingly, as he had all rlong,, believed 
the senior to be a soit of wizard, or some cacodsemon, whom it was 
not veiy creditable to be acquainted with. Indeed, he had been 
inspired with this noti»>u by the insinuations of Hadgi, ^ho had 
formerly dropped some liints touching Cralitree’s jjrofound know¬ 
ledge in the inagio arc ; mentionuig, in particular, his being jios- 
aossed of the philosopher’s stone ;—an assertion to which Torn had 
given implicit credit, until his master wa.s sent to prison for debt, 
when he could no longer suppose CadwaKadcr lord of such a valu¬ 
able secret, or else he wouUV have certainly procured tho enlarge¬ 
ment of his most intimate friend. 

With these aeiitiinoiits lie espoused the resentmen^of Hatchway. 
They doterinined to seize tlio suppo.scd cmijurer, with the first 
opportunity, on his return from his visit to Peregrine, and, without 
liosiLatiou, exercise upon him the discipline of the pump. This 
plan tliey would have exiiculed that .same evening, had not the 
iuisant]ii(ty>e luckily withdrawn himself, by accident, before it was 
dark, and even before they had intclligeiice of liis retreat: bub, 
next day, they kept themselves upon tlie watch till ho appeared ; 

and Pipes, lifting his hat as Crabtree pas.scd, “ O d-ye, old 

Dunuy,” said he, “you and I mast grapple by-and-by ; and .a’ 
gad, 1 sliall ho .so near your quarter, that your ear-ports will let in 
the sound, tho’f they .are vlouble caulked with oakum.” 

Tile misanthrope’s oars wore not quite so fast closed but that 
they received this nitimation ; which, thofigh delivered in terms 
that he did not well uiiderstaivl, had such an effect upon his ap- 
jirehen.sion, that ho signified his doubts to Peregrine, observing, 
that he did not much like the looks of that same ruffian with the 
wooden log. Pickle assured him ho fiad notliirig to fear from the two 
sailors, who could have no cause of resentment against him ; or if 
they had, would not venture to bake any step which they knew 
must block u^ all the avenues to that reconcilement, about which 
they Avero so anxious ; an^ moreover, give gjich offence tQ the 
governor of the place, as would infallibly induce him to. expel 
them both from his territories. ^ 

NotAvithstanding this a.s8urance, the young gentleman was not 
so confident of the lieuteiiaut’s discretion as to believe that Crab¬ 
tree's,fears^ Avero altogetlior without foundation a he forthwith 
conjectured that Jack had taken umbrage at an intimacy from 
which ho found ,himself excluded, and imputed his disgrace to the 
insinuations of Cadwallader, whom, in all likelihood, ho intended 
to punish ifeir his supposed advice. He knew his friend could 
sustain no g#eat damage from the lieutenant’s resentment; in a place 
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Vrliich he could immediately alarm with hia cries, and therefore 
W'ished ho might fall into the snare, because it would furnish him 
with a nroteyco of couiplaiut J in consequence of which, the sailors 
would be obliged to shift thoir (juarters, so that ho shfuild bo rid of 
their ciJinjiaiiiy, in which he at present could tind no enjoyment. 

Everything happened as he had foreseen; the misanthrope, in 
his retreat from Porogrine’a chamher, was assaulted l>y Hatchway 
and his associate, who seized him by the collar without ceremony, 
and began to drag him towards llio puiiip, at which they would 
have certainly conifiliiiieiitod him with a very disagreeable bath, 
had not^he exalted liis voice in such a manner as in a moment 
^ brought a»number of the inhabitants, and Pickle himself, to his 
aid. Thd ass^iilauls would have poisisted in their design, had the 
opposition been such as they could have faced wiik any possibility 
of success: nor did they (juit their picybohu’e a dozen, at least, 
had come to his rescue, fftid Peregrine, with a menacing asjieci and 
air of authority, JI ad commanded his old iJilet to witlulraw : then 
they thought oviiper to sheer oh’ and betake tliomselvea to close 
ipi.U’ters ; wluide our lioi'o accomiiuniod the allVighted Cadwallader 
to the gate, and exhibited to the warden a formal complaint 
against the rioters, ujion whom he retorted the charge of lunacy, 
which was supported by ibe evidence of twenty persons, who 
hatl been eyewitnesses of the outrage eouinutted against the old 
gentleman. 

The governor, in consequence of tliis information, sent a message 
to Mr. flatchw'ay, w^arning liini to move liis lodging next day, on 
pain of being expelled. The lieut.en;i.nt, contumaciously ri‘fii.sing 
to comply viith this intimation, was, in the morning, while he 
amused himself in walking njion the J3avo, suddenly .surroundod 
by the constables of the court, who took him and his adherent 
prisoners before they were aware, and delivered tlieni into the 
hands of tlie turnkeys,“liy whom they wane inunediately dismissed, 
and their baggage convoyed to the (jdo of the ditch. 

This expulsion was not performed Avithout an obstinate oppo¬ 
sition on the part of the delinquents, who, had tliey not been 
surprised, w'ould have set the hole B^loeb at defiance, and, in all 
probability, have acted divers tragedies before they could have 
oeen overpowered. Things being circumstanced as they were, the 
lieutenant did nofc»part vfitli his conductor withoub^tweaking his 
1108 % byway of far^wrell; and Pipes, i^ imitation of such a laudable 
example, communicated a kiken of remembrance, in an application 
to fchp solo eye of his attendant, who, scfirning to be oukione in this 
kind of courtesy, returned the comjdimenb with such gocal will, 
that Tom's organ pot-formed the office of a multiplying-glass. These 
were mutual‘hints for stripping, and, accordingly, each W'as^nakod 
from the waist upwards in a trice. A ring of butchers from the 
market was immediately formed ; a couple of the reverend flamens, 
who, in morning-gowns, ply for marriages in that quarter of the 
town, constituted themselves seconds and umpires of approach¬ 
ing contest : and the battle began witliout farther preparation^ 
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The combatants were, in point of strength and agility, pretty 
©(jually matched ; but the jailor had been regularly trained to the 
art of bruising : he had more than once signaliised himself in public 
by his prowess and skill in this exercise, and lost ono eye upon the 
stage in the course of his exploits. This was a misforbflnc of which 
Pipes did not fail to take the advantage. lie had already sustained 
several hard knocks u])on his temples and jaws, and found it im¬ 
practicable to smito his antagonist upon the victualhng-dflice, so 
dexterously was it defended against assault. Ho then changed 
his battery, and, being ambidexter, raised such a clatter urjon the 
turnkey's blind side, that this hero, believing him left-handed, 
converted his attention that way, and opposed the uuen|,ightcnod 
side of his face to the right hand of Pipes, which, being thus un¬ 
provided against, slyly bestowed upon him a peg under the fifth 
rib, that in an instant laid him senseless on the pavement, at the 
feet of his coinjuoror. Pijies was congr.itulated upon Iiis victory, 
not only liy Ins friend Hatchway, but also by tfie bystanders, 
jiarticularly the priest, who had espoused hifi causuyiaud now in¬ 
vited the strangers to his lodging.s in a iieighbourfng alehouse, 
where they were outevtaiued so mucli to their liking, that they 
detenniuod to seek no other habitation while they should continue 
ill town ; and, notwithstanding the disgrace and discouragement 
they had met with in their endeavours to serve our adventurer, 
they w'ore still residvod to persevere iu their good offices, or, in the 
vulgar phrase, t(» see him out. 

While they settled themselves in this manner, and acquired 
fainvliar connections round all the purlieus of the ditch, Peregrine 
found himself deprived of the company of Cadwalladcr, who signi¬ 
fied, by letter, that he <lid not choosis to lia/ard his person again in 
visiting him, while such assa.ssius ocoujiied the avenues througla. 
which he must pass ; for ho had bcev at [lan^s to i'njuire into the 
motions of tlie .seamen, and informed himself exactly of the harbour 
in which they were moored. ^ 

Our hero had been so much accustomed to the conversation of 
Crabtree, which was altogether sui^dde to the singularity of his 
own tlisposition, that he could very ill afford to be deliarrod of it 
at this juncture, when almost every other source of enjoyment was 
stopped. He was, however, obliged to submit to the hardships of 
his situation and, as the eliaracturs of* hi-s fallow-prisoners did 
iiot at all improve u])ou him,*lie was compellcdoto seek for silis* 
factum within himself. Not but tliat ho had an opportunily «jf 
conversing wdth some people who neither wanted sense, nor <^ero 
deficient in point of principle ; yet there ajjpeaiod iu the beliaviorr 
of them all, without cxoejitioii, a certain walit of .decorum, a 
squalor,of scMtimont, a sort of jaiJisli cast, contracted in the course 
of confijioinent, which disgusted the delicacy of our hero’s obser¬ 
vation. He therefore detached himself from their parties as much 
as he could, without giving otfciice to those among whom he was 
obliged to liv^, and rewunu'd his labours with incredible eagerness 
and perseverance, his spirits being supported by tlie success of 
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some severe philippics, ■whicli he occasionally published against the 
author of his misfortune. 

Nor ^as liia humanity unomjdoyed* in the vacations of his re¬ 
venge : a mjj,n must be void of all ajmipathy and compassion, who 
can reside among so many miserable objects without feeling an 
inclination to relieve their distress. Every day almost presented 
to his view fgieh lamentable scenes as were most libely to attract 
his notice and engage his IxMievoloneo. Reverses of fortune, 
attended with the most deplorable circumstances of doinesfac woe, 
were c»iitinually intruding upon bis acqiiaiiilanco ; bis cars were 
invaded with the erics of the liajdess wife, wlio, from the enjoyment 
of afUueHco and pleasure, was forced to follow her husband to this 
abode of wrotebednoss and want; his eyes were every minuto 
assailed W'ith the naked and meagre apjtearance’s of lumger and 
cold ; and his fancy tetmcil aith a thousand aggravations of their 
misery. , 

1 ’hus situated, his purse was never shut while his heait remained 
open. Witt^^ut reflecting upon the slonderness of lii.s store, lie 
exercised his charity to all the children of distress, and acquired a 
])opulant 3 'which, lliougli pleasing, was far from being i»rolilable. 
in short, his bounty kept no pace with his circumstanecs ; and, in 
a little time, ho was utterly exhausted. IJe had recourse to his 
bookseller, from whom, with groat difliculty, lie obtained a .small 
reinforcement, and immediately rel.'ipsod into the same want of 
retention. Uo was conscious (.if bis indrmity, and found it in¬ 
curable * he foresaw'that by his own industry ho should neierbe 
able to defray the expense of these occasions : and tins reflection 
sunk deep into Jiis mind, 'riie a])})robation of tlio jiublie. w’liich 
he had earned or might acquire, like a cordial often repeated, 
Slogan to lose its otfect iiiiou his imagination ; Ins health suffered 
by his sedentary life iiiid aiistA-e a])j)lication ; his eyesiglit failed, 
his a])pctite forsook liiin, his spirts decayed, so that lie became 
melancholy, listless, and altogether iucajiablo of prosecuting the 
only means he liad left for his subsistence ; and, w’hat did not at 
all contribute to the alleviatuffi of tlvese particulars, he was given 
to understand by his lawyer, tliat he had h».st his cause, and was 
condemned in costs. Even tlii.s was not t he most mortifying jiieco 
of intelligence he j"eceiv(id: he at the same time learned that his 
bookseller w'as bankrupt, and his fr^'iul Crabtree {ft tlie point of 
deaflv 

Tljese wore comfortable considerations to a youth of Peregrine’s 
disposition, which was so cajirieious that tlio more his misery 
increased, the mo*e liaughty and inflexible ho became. Rather 
than be bchaldtui to Hatchway, who st.ill hovered abqut the gate, 
eager for an opportuuiby to as-siat him, he choao to undergo the 
want of almost every convenience of life ; and .actually pledged 
his wearing-apiiarol to an Irish pawnbroker in the Fleet, for money 
to purchase those things, without which he yiust have absolutely 
perished. Ho was gr^ually irritated by his misfortunes into a 
raucorou? r^septmo^t against mankind in general; and Uis heart 
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BO alienated from the enjoyments of life, thiit he did not care how 
soon he quitted his miserable existence. Though he Jiad ^hooking 
examples of the vicissitudes of fortune continually before nis eyes, 
he could never be reconciled to the idea of living, like his foljow- 
auffcrers, in the most abject degree of dependence. If he refused 
to {iccei)t of favoura from his own allies and intimate friends, whom 
he had formerly obliged, it is not to be supposed that he would 
listen to proposals of that kind from any of his fellow-prisoners 
with whom he had contracted acquaintance : he was even more 
cautious tlian ever of incurring obligations ; he now shuhned hia 
former niessinatcs, in order to avoid disagreeable lenders of 
friendship. Imagining that he perceived an inclination in the 
clergyman to learn the state of liis finances, he discouraged and 
declined the explanation, and at length secluded himself from all 
society. ♦ 


«• 

CuAr. CI.~He receives an unexpected Visit; and the Clouds of Misfortune begin to 

separate. 

While he pined in tliis forlorn condition, with an equal abhor¬ 
rence of the world and himself, Cajitain Gauntlet arrived in town, 
in order to employ liis interest for proinolinn in the army ; and, in 
consequence of his wife’s particular d<\sire, made it his business to 
irifptire for Peregrine, to whom lie longed to be reconciled, even 
though fvt the expense of a slight submission; but he could hear 
no tidings of him at the place to which he was diretted, and, on 
the supposition that our hero had gone to reside in the country, 
applied himself to his ov,n business, with intention to renew his 
infpjirios after that affair should be transacted. He communicated 
his demands to hi.s supposed patron* who haSl assumed the merit of 
making him a captain, and bequ gratiiied with a valuable present 
on that consideration, and -was cajoled with liopcs of succeeding 
in his present aim by the same interest. 

Meanwhile, he became acquainteef with cme of the clerks belong¬ 
ing to the War-otlice, whoso advice and assistance, ho was told, 
would bo a furtherance to his scheme. As he had occasion to dis¬ 
course with this gentleman u]Hin the circumstances of his expecta¬ 
tion, he learned that the no^ilcmau upon whom^lio depended a 
person of no consequence in the state, and altogether incapable of 
assisting him in his advancement; at the sumo time his counsjjllor 
expressed his surprise that Captain Gauntlet did not rather interest 
in his cause the noble peer, to whose good offices ho owed his last 
commission. » 

This remark intr(xlucod an explanation, hy which Godfrey dis¬ 
covered, to his infinite astonishment, the misfaike in which ho had 
continued so long with regard to liis patron ; though he could not 
divine the motive wjiich induced a nobleman, with whom he had 
no acquaintwiice or connection, to intei'iiose his influence in his 
behalf. Whatsoever that might be, he thought it was his duty to 
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make his acknowledgn)6nt; anti for that pui'poso wont next morn¬ 
ing to Ijis h#aso, where ho was politely received, ami given io 
understand tliat Mr. Pii*kl(3 was the Y'orsou to whose friendship 
he was indebted for his last promotion. 

Inexpressible were the transports of gratitude, aiToction, and 
remorse, that took possession of the soul of Gauntlet when this 
mysteiynvas ♦nifolded. “Good Heaven I ” cried ho, lifting up his 
liands ; “ have 1 lived so long in a .state of aninu‘Kity with njy 
benefactor ? I intended to liave reconciled myself to him, at any 
rate, boTorc I was sensible of this obligation ; but now I sliall nut 
enjoy a ntomeni’s quiet until I have an opportunity of expressing 
to liim my sense of his heroic friendship. I presume, from the 
nature of the favour conferred upon liini in iny behalf, that Mr. 
Pickle is well known to your ]oid.ship ; and 1 shtuild think myself 
oxti*emely hapi>y, if y#u could mforiu mo in what part of the 
country ho is be found; for the xiorsoii with whom ho lodged 
some time ag(,^could give mo no intelhgciK^e of his motions.*' 

The nobk/fuiin, touched with this instauco of generous sflf- 
deiiial in Pereginio, as well as W'itli the sensibility of his friend, 
lamented tlio unhappiness of our hero, while ho gave Gaiintlut lo 
understand that he had been long ilisordered in lus iiitollccts, in 
consequence of having squaiidcreil away his fortune, and that his 
creditors had thrown liiui into the Fleet prison ; but whether he 
still coutjnuod in that coiitinoment, or was released from Ins mis- 
fortune.s by death, hi.s lordship did not know, beciiuse he hfid never 
in(juiro(r. 

Gcxlfrey fio sooner received this intimation, than, hus Idood 
boiling with grief and impatience, he ciavcd pard<»n for his abrupt 
ileparturo ; then, quitting his informer on the instant, re-em¬ 
barked in his hackney-coach, and ordered himself to be conveyed 
directly to tlie Fleet. * As the vehicle jwoceeded along one side of 
the market, he ivas suriirLsed witli^lie ajipearanco of J latchway and 
Pipes, who stood cheapening cauhtiowers ;it a green-stall ; tlieir 
heads being cased in worsted nightea]»s, half covereil with their 
hats, and a short tobaeco-pifie in the mouth of each, lie was 
rejoiced at sight of the two seamen, which ho took for a happy 
omen of finding his friend ; and, ordering the coaclunan to sfijp the 
carriage, called iin the lieutenant by his name. Jack, replying 
wit4 an hilloah, Jpoklng behind liii^j, and rccogniziSig the face of 
bis old acquaintance, ran up to the coaali with great eagerness. 
Shaking the captain heartily by the Ji.and, “ Odd's hc/irt! ” said he, 
“I am glad thou hast fallen in with us ; wo shall now bo able to 
find the trim of tl* vessel, and lay her about on t’other tack. For 
my own part,*I have had many a consort in my time, that is, in 
the way of good-fellowship, and T always made shift IjO wfcar 'em 
at one time or another; but this head.stiong toail, w'ill neither obey 
die helm nor the sheet; and, for aught X know, will founder where 
a lies at anchor.” , 

Gauntlet, who conceived part of his meaning, alignted immedi¬ 
ately I and, being conducted to th% sailor’s lodging, was informed 
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of everything that had passed between the lieutenant snid Pickle. 
He, in his turn, commuuiciitcd to Jack the discovery which he had 
made with regard t(; liis commission ; at wliich the other ^avo no 
signs of surprise, hut, taking the pipe from liis mouth, “ Why, look 
ye, captain,” said he, “that’s not the only good tufn you have 
owo<l him. That same money you received from the commodore, 
as an old debt, was all a sham, contrived by Pickle for your 
service ; but a w'ool drive under his bare poles, witlWmt Rails and 
rigging, or a mess of provision on board, rather than take the same 
assistance from another man.” 

Godfrey was nut only anianed but chagrined at the knowledge 
of this anoo<lote, which gave unibrago to liis pride, while ,it stimu¬ 
lated his desire of doing something in return for the obligation. 
He impiired into the present circumstances of the prisoner; and, 
understanding that ho was indisposed, and but indiffevoiiLly pro¬ 
vided with the counnoii necessaries of life', though still deaf to all 
oilers of assistance, began to be extriunely concerned at the account 
of lii.s savage obstinacy and pi’ide, which would, ho feared, exclude 
him from the privilege of relieving him in his distressf. However, 
he resolved to leave no expeilient untried, that might have any 
tendency to surmount such destructive prejudice ; ;ind, entering 
the jail, was diroctoil to the apartment of the wretched prisoner. 
He knocked softly at the door, and when it was opened, 8t,arted 
back' with horror and astoiushineiit. The liguro that presented 
itself to his view was the remains of liis once haiipy friend ; but 
so miserably altered and disguised, that his features were scarce 
cognisable. The florid, the sprightly, the gay, the elevated youth, 
was now niotainorjdnwed into a wan, dejected, im’a|^*ro, sijualul 
spectre, the holhnv-eyod representative of distemper, indigence, 
and de.si>air ; j'ct his eyc.s retained a certain ferocity, wdiich threw» 
a dismal gleam ath'varb the cloLidii|e,s8 of his aspc'-t, and he, in 
silence, viewed his ohi companion with a look* betokening confusion 
and disdain. As for Gauntlet, i-hc could not, witlioiit emotion, 
behold such a woeful reverse of fate, in a person for whom he 
entertained the iiobloet sentiments of friendship, gratitude, and 
estociu ; his sorrow was at first too big for utterance, and ho shed a 
flood of toar.s before ho could pronounce one word. 

Peregrine, in spit-c of Ins misanthropy, could not help being 
aflbctea with this uncommon testimony of rega^l ; but ho strove 
to stifle his sensations ; lus jjrows contracted tJiemselves intd' a 
severe frowm ; his eyes kindled into the appearance of live coals ; 
he W'aved with hi.s liaiiil, in signal for Godfrey to bo gone, find 
lojivo Huch a wvtdch as him to 1 lie miseries of his fate ; and, finding 
nat-ure too strong to be sujipressed, uttered a dec]5 groan, and wept 
aloud. ^ , * 

The soldier, seeing him thus melted, unable to restrain the 
strong impulse of^lns affection, sprang tow'ards him, and, clasping 
him in his arms, “My dearest friend, and best benefactor,” said' 
ho, “ I am c^nie hithpr to humble myself for the offence 1 was so 
unhappy as to*^givc at our last parting; to beg a reconciliation, to 
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thank yoil for the ease and affluence l^^have enjoyed tlirough your 
means, and to rescue you, in spite of yourself, from tliis melancholy 
situatiow, of^ which, but an hour ago,JL was utterly ignorant. Do 
not deny me the satisfaction of acquitting myself, in ijoint of 
duty and offligaiion. You )nu.st certainly have had some regard 
for a person in wliose favour you have exerted yourself so much ; 
and if any part of that esteem remains, you wdl Hot refuse him 
an oppdVtuufty of approving himself, in some measure, worthy of 
it. Let me not sutler the most mortifying of all repulses, that of 
slighte(J friendship ; but kindly sacritico your resentment and 
intlexibility to tlic request of one, wlio is at all times ready to 
sacrifice /ns life for your lionoiir and advantage. If you will not 
yield to luy outrealies, have some regard to the wisluss of n»y 
Wophy, who laid me under the strongest injunctioim to solicit your 
forgiveness, oven behtro slu' Vue-.v ljr*w much 1 Avas indebted to 
your generosity ; or, if That consider.'ition aluaild be of no weight, 
I liope you wiirrelax a Iitthi for the sake of jioor Kmilia, whoso 
resentinenl. lias been long subdued by her allcetion, and who now 
droops in se(fl-ct at your neglect.'’ 

Every word of this address, delivered in the most pathetic 
manner, made an iinpix'ssion upon the mind of Peregrine. lie was 
afiVicted with tlm submission of his friend, who in reality had given 
him no just cause to complain : he kneiv that, no ordinary motive 
had swayed him t(> a condescension so extraordinary in a man of 
his punctilious temper ; he considered it, therefore, as the genuine 
etfect ofjeager gratitude and disinterested love, ami his lieart began 
to relent accordingly. Wlien lie lieard himself conjured in the 
name of llnT gentle Sojihy, his okstinacy was (jiiito overcome ; and 
when Emilia Avas recalled to his rcmemhraiice. Ins avIioIo frame 
jniderweut a violent agitation, lie took his friend by the hand, 
AA'ith a softened look i^and as #0011 a.s ho reeovereil the faculty of 
speech, w'hich had been overpoAveved 111 the coiifiict <if passions that 
transported him, protested that lie^elaincd no vestige of animosity, 
but considered him in Hie light of an ali’ectionato comrade, the ties 
of Avhose friendship adversit.ji could not unhind, lie mentioned 
Sophy in the most respoctful terms ; spoke of Emilia w'lth the most 
reverential aw'e, as the object of his inviolable love and veneration, 
but disclaimed all hope^of ever more attracting her regard, and 
excused himself ffom profiting by (lodfrey’s kind intention, de- 
claAng, with a rc#olute air, tliat }ie#iad broken oil’ all ctmnectioii 
with mankind, and that ho impatiently longed for the hour of hia 
dissftlation, which, if it should not soon arrive by the course of 
nature, ho was rc.solved to hasten with his oAvn hands, rather than 
bo exposed to the contempt, and more intolerable pity, of a rascally 
world. • • 

Ciauntlct argued against this frantic determination with all tho 
vehemence of expostulating friendship ; but his ibrnonatrances did 
l?ot produce tho desired effect upon our desjierate hero, who calmly 
refuted all his arguments, and asserted the r€ctitudc/f his design 
from the pretended ^naxims of reason and true philosophy. While 
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thifl dispute was carried on with eagerness on one side and delibera¬ 
tion on the other, a letter was brought to Peregrine, (Who^J-hrew it 
circlessly aside unopened,' though the superscription was in a 
handwriting to wliich he was si stranger; and in alv probability 
the conttuits would never have been perused, had not Gauntlet 
iirsistod upon his waiviTig all ceremony, and reading it forthwith. 
Tims solicited, l^cltlo unsealed tlic billet, which, t*V his'no small 
surprise, contained the following intimation ;— 

“Mu. P PicKi K,—Sir,—This to hifortn you, that, after many dt ngors* and 

difappointmpiits, J am, hy the hlppsing of Ood, salrly arrived in the ])o\vn8, on boat'd 
of tno Oomheroon Inhainan, having mativ a tolerable v<tyage, by wiildi I hope I 
whall be enabled to repay, with interest, the hrien hundred pomids Avhloh I borrowed 
of j'ou heture my departuio iroia thigland 1 take this opportumiy <>f writing by our 
purser, who goes cxjireas with deapatehes for the coinpuny, that you may have lids 
satisfactory notice as soon as p issiblc, relating to one whom f eupposc you liave long 
given irtfT ns lost. I have enrlosod it In a letter to,my brokvr, who, I hope, knows 
your nildieso, mul uili forward it accordingly: and 1 am, with rcs]>eut, air, your most 
humble servant, “t’jBNJaMiK Chintz." 

He hiid no sooner taken a cur.sory view of this agfl'eable epistle, 
than his countenance cleared up. and, reaching it to his friend, 
wdtli a sniilo, “There,” said he, “is a more convincing argument 
on your side of the ipiestion than all the casuists in the universe 
can advance.” G.uuitlot, womleriiig at this observation, took the 
paper, and, casting his eyes greedily upon the contents, congra¬ 
tulated him u[)cm the receipt of it, with extravagant demonstrations 
of- joy. “Not on account of the sum,” said he, “ AvUicli,*'ujion my 
honour, I would with ]ilcasure pay iluec times over for your con¬ 
venience and satisfaction ; but because it .seems to hayo reconciled 
you to life, and disjiosed your mind for re-enjoying the comforts of 
.society.” 

The instantaneous eflbct which this unexpected smile of fortuiifi 
produced in the appearance of our^adventmer is altogether incon¬ 
ceivable ; it j)lnm]>ed up his checks in a moment, unbonded and 
enlightened evei’y feature of his face ; elevated his head, which 
had begun to sink as it were between his shoulders ; .and, from a 
squeaking, dispirited tone, swelled* up his voice to clear, manly 
accent. Godfrey, taking advantage of this faiourable change, 
bog.'in to regale liim with pro.spects of future success : he reminded 
him of Ills youtli and qualiticJitioiis, whiith were, certainly designed 
for better djfys tlian tho.se lui had as yet seen ; he pointed^ out 
various paths by which he imght arrive at weafth. and reputation ; 
he importuned him to accept of a sum for his immediate occasions ; 
and earnestly begged that ho w'ould alh'w liim to discharge tho 
debt for which ho was oonfinod, observing tlvat Sophy’s fortune 
had enabled him to exhibit that proof of his gratitu/le’without any 
deti-inlent to his affairs, and ju-otesting that he should not believe 
himself in possession of Mr. Pickle’s esteem, unless he wa^ per¬ 
mitted to make some such return of good-will to the man who Iwigl 
not only raised him from indigence and scorn to competence and 
reput-ablo rahk, but alsd empowered him to obtain the possession of 
an excellent woman, who had^ filled up the measure of felicity; 
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Perogrhic dedarcd liiiriself already overpaid for all his good 
offices Ijy Hkg pleasure ho enjoyed eniidoying them, and the 
happy cffectB they had produced in Ihc mutual satisfaction of two 
persons so dear to hiw afl'ection ; and assured his friend that one tinio 
or other he would set hig oonscieiice at ease, and reniovo tlie scruples 
of his honour l>y liaving recourse to his assislanco ; hut, at present, 
he couhl*not ^uike use of Ins friimdship without giving just cause 
of ofience to honest Hatchway, who Mas prior to liiin in point of 
solicitation, and had nianifestod his attachment M'ith surprising 
obstiiui^ jind perseverance. 

Chap. Cll.-^Pfregrine rcconcilos liliupclf to ijm T.,liMit*'iiant, uod reapwa Mr Coir action 
with Sotifily -DIv'itr I’laiis au‘ projtH-tcd ill liis 1) 'lia'l ; and be hay occasion t4< exhibit 
a rmarkiilile Ihool ol Si'lf-dct^i. 

The captain, wWi reluctance, yielded the ])refevenco in this par¬ 
ticular to .lack, who was imrnediaiely invitcii to a conference by 
a note, suhscifiued with IMoklc's own hand. He was found a1 the 
prison-gate waiting for (Jauntlet, to know the issue of his negotia¬ 
tion. He no sooner reci'ived this sunnnoiia, than ho set alibis sails, 
and made the liest of his \v;iy t<» his frieiuVs apartment, being 
admitted by the Inrukey, in consequence of T*ereg.iiu3’s request, 
communicated by the messenger who carried the billet. Pipes fol- 
loM'ed close in the wake of his sliipinate ; and, in a few minutes 
after the note had been despatched, Peregrine and daunt let heard 
the soudd of tlio stumj) ascending tlie wooden stairca.so with sucli 
velocity, tin# they at tiisl ini.stook it for the iipjilicatnni of drum¬ 
sticks to the head of an emjity harvel. Tliis uiicoimnon .s]>eod, 
how^ever, was attoiuled with a nn.sfortune. He chanced to overlook 
a, small defect iu one of the steps, and his prop plunging into a 
h<de, he fell backward^, to the*imminent ilanger of Ins life. Tom 
was luckilj^ at his back, and sustained him iu his arms, so that lie 
escaped witliout any otlier damage than the loss of his wooden leg, 
M'hich w'as snapjiecl in the midtllo by the M-eight of Ins body m 
falling; and sucli was his idqiatience, that lie vi’ouhl not give 
himself the trouble to disengage the fractured member. Unbuckling 
the whole equipage ’u a trice, ho left it sticking iu llie crevice, 
saying a rotten oablo "v^as not worth heaving up^ and in this 
Tiat’iral sbito of jjiutilation hojiped^into the room with infinite 
expedition. 

Peregrine, taking him cordially by the hand, seated him upon 
one situ) his bed ; and after having made an apology for that 
reserve of which ho had so justly com plained, asked if lie could 
conveniently {fccoiiimodato him uilh the loan of twenty giiincaa. 
The lieutenant, without opening his mouth, pulled out his pmso ; 
and Pipes, who ovcrheai-d the demand, applying the whistle to his 
performed a loud overture in token of his joy. Matters being 
thus brought to an accommodation, our hero J.old tln^captain that- 
he should be glad of his company at dinner with flicir common 
friend Hatchway, if'he would iu th# mean time leave him to the 
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iiiiiiisLry of Pipes ; and the soldier went away for the present, in 
order to pay a short visit to his uncle, who at that time languished 
in a declining state of health, promising to return at the afpointod 
hour. ^ 

The lieutenant, having surveyed the dismal appearance of his 
friend, could not help being moved at the spectacle, and began to 
upbraid liiin with his obstinate pride, which, he ssv^oro,^ was no 
bettor than aelf'^murder; ))ut the young gentleman interrupted 
liiin in the course of his moralizing, by telling him he had reasons 
for his conduct, which, perhaps, ho should impart in duo <eea3on ; 
but, at jwosent, his design was to alter that pUn of beha;}, iour, and 
make himself some amoruls for the misery he had undergone. He 
.accordingly sent Pipes to redeem his clothes from the pawnbroker’s 
wardrobe, ami bespeak something comfortable for dinner. When 
Godfrey came back, lie was very agreeahly^surprised to see such a 
favourable alteration in his externals ; for, by Llio assistance of his 
valet, ho had purified liiniaelf froiu the dregs of Ins distress, and 
now appeared in a decent suit, with clean linen, wliiFe liia face was 
♦lisencumbered of the hair that overshadowed it, and his apartment 
proi>ared for the reception (»f company. 

They enjoyed tlioir meal with groat satisfaction, entertaining 
one another witli a recapii ulation of their former adventures at 
the garrison. lu the aftemoon, (Taimtlot taking his leave, in order 
to write a letter to his sister, at the desire of his uncle, who, find¬ 
ing his cud approaching, wanted to see her without hjss Of time,— 
Peregrino made his .ap[)earanco on tlm Bare, and was coniplMnented, 
on his coming abroad again, not only by liis old mescmales, who 
had not seen him for many weeks, hut by a number of those objects 
whom his liber.ality had fed bef(jre Itis funds were exhausted. 
Hatchway was, by liis interest with the warden, put in possession 
of his former (quarters, .and Pipes dei)i)atchod<;o make inquiry about 
Crabtree at his burner lodging, where he learned that the misan¬ 
thrope, after a very severe lit of illness, w^as removed to Kensington 
Gravel-pits, for the convenience of breathing a purer air than that 
of London. • 

In ccusoqucnce of this information, Peregrine, who knew the 
narrowness of the old gentleman’s fortune, next day desired his 
friend Gauntlet to take the trouble of visiting him, in his name, 
with a letter, in which ho expressed groat concern for his indispo¬ 
sition, gave him notice of the fortunate intelligence -he had received 
from the Downs, and conjured him to make use of his purse, if he 
was in the least hampered in his circumstances. The captain took 
coach immediately, and set out for the placo, according to the direc¬ 
tion which Pipes had procured. ‘ 

Cad\(’.allader, having seen liim at Bath, knew him again at first 
sight; and, though reduced to a skeleton, believed himself ■ in 
such a fair way of doing well, that he would have accompanied 
him to the Fleet immediately, had not he been restrained by hia 
nurse, who by hia physician, invested with full authority bo 
dispute and oppose his will in everything that she should think 
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prejudicial* to Ills health ; for ho was considered by those who l.'ad 
tlic cart) of liim as an old liuiuorist, not a littJo distempered in his 
brain. JEe iiniiiired particularly aboui the sailors, wlio, he said, 
had deterred him from carrying on his usual correspondence with 
Pickle, and been the innnediaio cause of his indisposition, by ter¬ 
rifying him into a fever. Understanding that the breach between 
Pickle and Hatchway was happily cemented, and that he was no 
* longer iif any^angor from the lieiiteimiit’s resentmorit, he iironiised 
to be at the Fleet with the first convenient ojiport unity ; and, in the 
mean ti^ic, wrote an answer to I’erognno's letter, iinpoi-ting that lie 
was obiig<^l to him for liis olfcr, but liad not tlio least occasion for 
his assisti^nco. 

In a few days our adventurer recovered his vigour, complexion, 
and vivacity; he mingled again in tJie diversiotis.and parties rd 
the place ; imd he received, in a lit,tie time, the money lie had lent 
upon bottomry, which, *t.ogether wUh the iuterc'.st, amounted to 
upwards of elov(?u liundrcrl poiuids. I'he fxts.session of this sum, 
while it buoynd uji his spirits, involved liiui in j)er]»le\ity. Stmu- 
times he ihoil^ht it was incumbent upon him, as a man of homu-,-, 
to employ the greatest ]>art of it in <liiiiiuialiiug the debt for wdiioli 
he Bufiered ; on the other hand, h'> coiisidorcd tliiit obligation 
effaced by the treacherous hehaviuur of his creditor, wiio had in¬ 
jured him to ten times the value of the sum ; and m these st riti- 
ments entertained thoiiglit.s of attempting his escape fumi prison, 
with a view of couve^Miig himself, with the shipAMock of his 
fortune, to another country, in which he might ii.se it to better 
advantage. 

Beth sug^eations were attended wit,h such dioubts and diflicul- 
ties, that he hesitated between them, and ftir the jneseiit Liid out a 
tjiousand pounds in stock, the inUvest of which, together wotli the 
fruits of his own indystry, In^ hoped, w'ould support him aliovo 
want in his confuiemeut, until something slmnld occur, tliat would 
point out the cxjiodiency <if some Either delerminalion. (Jaimtlet 
still insisted upon having the honour of obtaining his liberty, at 
the expense of taking up his notes to (Bcauuin, ami e.’tiiortcd Inm 
to purchase a c«)imnission with ]>art of the money which lie had 
retrieved. The lieutenant affirmed, that it was his jirivilege to 
procure the release of liis cousin Pickle, because ho enjoyed a very 
handsome sum by his aunl, wdiich of right belonged Jo the young 
gentiieiuan, to whofti he was, moreove#, ludebled for the use of his 
furniftire, and for the very house that sto(jd over lii.s head , and 
that,•although ho had already made a will ni liis favour, ho should 
never be satisfied,, nor easy in his mind, so long as ho renKained 
deprived of Jliis liberty, and wanted any of tlio conveniences of 
life. * * * 

C^wallador, who by this time assisted at tlioir councilH, and 
was best acquainted with the peculiarity and unbending disposi- 
tjrtm of the youth, proposed, that, seeing he was so averse to obli¬ 
gations, Mr. Hatchway should ])urchase of him the garrison with 
its appendages, which, at a moderate price, would sell for more 
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money than Would be sufficient to discharge his debts ; Uiat, If the 
servile subordination of the army did not suit liis inclinations, ho 
might, 'with hia reversion, buy a comfortable annuity, and retire 
■wiSi him t(j the country, -where he might live absolutely independent, 
and entertain himself, as usual, with the ridiculous characters of 
mankind. 

This jilan was, to Pickle, less disagreeable than any other pro¬ 
ject which liad as yet boon suggested ; and the lieutenant,decbired 
himself ready to exocuio his }>art of it without delay ; but the soldier 
was mortified at the th(>ughts of seeing his assistance unnecessary, 
and eagerly objected to the retirement, as a scheme thiK; would 
blast tlie fairest jiromises of fame and fortune, and bury^his youth 
and talents in solitude and obscurity, Tliis earnest opposition on 
the part of Oauntlet hindered our adventurer from forming any 
immediate vosolntion ; which was also roUivded by his unwilling¬ 
ness to part with the garrison upon any terms, because ho looked 
upon it as a part of his inheritance, which he could not dispose of, 
without committing an insult upon the memory of the deceased 
commodore. , 


ChaI'. C’lII.—llu is engaged in a very exlnioulinary Correspondence, which is liiterrnptcd 

by a very unexpected I'Jvent. 

Wnt],ii thw affair was in agitation, the captain told him, in the 
course of conversation, that Mnulia was arrived in tt>wui, and had 
iUtjuired about Mr. T’icklo with such an eagerness of ct’ciicorn, as 
seemed to proclaim that she was in some measure informed of |iis 
misfortune : he therefore desired to know if he mighi^ bo allowed 
to malvo her acipiainted with his situation, provided hb should be 
again importuneil by her on that subject, which he had at first 
industriously waived. Phis proof, or rather presumption, of her 
sympathizing regard, did not fail W operatjj pow* rfiiUy upon the 
bosom of I’eregriiio, which was immediately tillod with those 
tumulis w'hieh love, ill stifled,‘'tre(|ucnt]y exciteis. Ho observed, 
that his disgrace w^as such as could not 1x3 effectually concealed ; 
therefore he saw no reason for /lepriving himself of Emilia’s 
compassion, since ho was for over excluded from her affcctioii ; 
and desired Godfrey to present to his sister the lowly respects of a 
despairing lover. ^ 

But, notwWistanding liis declaration of deiipondence on this 
head, his imagination involwitarily teemed with,more agreiihblo 
ideas : the proposal of Crabtree had taken root in his reflection, 
and he could not help forming plans of i^astoral felicity,. in the 
arms of the lovely Emilia, remote from those pompous scenes 
which he now detested and des]nscd. Ho amused his fancy with 
the prtospcct'"of being alile to support her in a state of independency, 
by means of the slender annuity which it was in his power to 
purchase. togeth6r with the fruits of those endeavours, which would 
profitably employ his vacant hours ; and foresaw provision for hW 
growing fam^ in thti friendship of the lieutenant, who had already. 
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Cjpnstifcutc<\ him his heir. He even mrcellcd out his hours among 
the uecessaiy cares of the world, the pleasures of domestic bliss, 
and the enji^inents of a country life ; and 8])cut the night in ideal 
parties ^ith his charming bride, somet^iniea walking by the sedgy 
banks of soinp triinsj)arent stream, sometimes piuiiing the luxuriant 
vino, and soniotimes sitting in social converse with her in a shady 
grove of his own plant ing. 

These,, howiovcr, were no more than the shadowy phantoms of 
iniagiiiiition, which, fee well knew, would never he realized : not 
that he believed such ha])]>i]icss unatlaindblc by a person in his 
cii'cutristluices ; but because he would not stoop to proi)ose n schomu 
which niigfit, in any sha]>o, scorn to interfere widi the iiiiorest of 
Emilia, ol* subject himself to a repulse from that young lady, who 
had rejected his addresses in the zenith ()f his fortupe. While ho 
diverted himself with Lliose agreeable re\erics, an unex]>ectcd event 
intervened, in which shj and lioj- tu'tilJier weie deeply interested. 
The uncle wa.s tapped for the dropsy, and died in a few days after 
the operation ; liaving bequeathed, in his will, Hve thoupand pounds 
to liis nejdmy* and twice that sum to his niceo, wlm had always 
enjoyed the great est .share of his favour. 

[f our adventurer, before this occuiTence, looked upon bis lovo 
for Emilia as a passion wbieh it was necessary, at any rate, 
to coiupier or suppress, he now considered bei accession of 
fortune as a circumstance which con tinned that, necessity, and 
resolved to discourage every thought on that subject which .should 
tend to tlib propagation of hope. One day, in tlie mid.sl. of a con- 
%'creatioir calculated for the purpose', (Jodfrey juit into liis band a 
letter directriil to Mr. Rickie, iii the handwriting ot Fhnilia ; which 
the youtli no sooner recognized, than his cheeks were covered with 
a crimson dye, and he began to tremble with vicdeiit agitation ; for 
iVo at once guessed the imjiort of the Inllet, whicli ho kissed with 
great reverenco and dftvotiou ;*and was not at all surjiriscd when 
he road the following words j, 

".SiH,--! havp pnrfortncd a HuiBc.rut s.icriflco to my n'piilAtlon, In rttalnlng hitheiti 
tho appearance of that rpientmont which 1 liad lonp; bro (UsniiH,sc<l; autj its the hue 
favourable chaiiRe In niy eituatioii cnipovUi*r« mo to iivii« jny Ri'nuine seiitmiiilH, withoiii 
fear of censure or suspicion of mercenary dcsiRn. I taki' this opp<atunity to nsi'ure yoti, 
that, If I still inalutalii tliut place In your heart which I was viuu enough to ihinh I once 
possrssed, I am willing to make the first adv.iiicen ro an hli ommodalion; and have actually 
furnislied my brother with full TwwcrB to conclude it In ih.- name of your app<*aPcd 

* * 0 "Kmiua.” 

Pi^jjile, having, hissed the subscription with great ardour, fell 
upon his knees, and, lifting up his eyes, “Thank Heaven!” cried 
he, t^itli an air of transport, “I have not boon mistaken in my 
opinion of that goqerous maid : I believed her inspired with tho 
most dignified ^nd heroic sentiments, and now she givog me a con¬ 
vincing proof of her niagnatiiinity ; it i.s now my business to *prov« 
myself worthy of her regard. May Heaven inflict upon me tho 
j^enest) arrows of its vengeance, if I do not, at this instant, con- 
femplato tho character of EmUia with the mtjst perfect love apd 
adoration ; yet, amiable and enchanting as she is, I atyf more than 
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over determined to aacrifico the interest of my passion b/my glory, 
though my life shoiihl fail in the contest; and oven to refuse nii 
offer, vvhicli, otlierwise, the «.vholo universe should no# hril*j me to 
forego.” 

This declaration was not so unexpected as unwclcoino to his 
friend Oauutlet, who represented that his glory was not at all 
interested in the allair; because ho had already vindicated his 
generosity, in repeateil juofFers to lay his whole fortune at'Emilia’s 
feet, when it was im[Kj.ssihle that uuytliing soliish could enter into 
the i)ropoHal; hut that, in rejecting her present jnirpose, hg would 
give the world an o|)|)orlunity to say that his jn'ido was <v,apriciou3, 
his obstinacy invincible ; and his sister would have uuduniable 
reason to believe, that eitln'r his passion for liur was dissomblud, 
or the ardour of it consulerably abated. 

In answer to these reuionstraiices, Piclvle obsei’ved, that he had 
long sot the world at dcliance ; and, as to the opinion of Emilia, he 
did not doubt that .she would .applaud in her heart tlie res<dution 
he had taken, and do justice to the purity ol hu inteiition. It wms 
not an easy t.isk to divert our hen* from hi.s designs aV riny time of 
life ; hut, since his coiiliiieiiient, his iutloxibility was hecoiue almost 
inauniiouiitablo. The cajitani, therefore, after having dischai’ged 
liis coiiscieiico, in assuring him that his sister's happim-.ss w.'is at 
stake, that his mother liad approved of the stop slie liad taken, and 
that ho himself should be extremely inoi’tifie.d at his refusal, forbore 
to press him with fai‘ther arginiient, which served only* to rivet 
liim the more strongly in his own opinion ; and undertook fo 
dedivor this answer to Eiiidia’s letter ;— ^ 

“Madam,--T hat I Iho diKUSy of yiair vliiup with the utmost vcnenit.on, and 

love yon inlir\it*-ly more than life, J am at all tiiiie'< h-ulIv to dciuori'itratn; but the s'lcte 
tiee till houoiM' it iri now my turn to pay; and mu'h i** th*' iigourot my destiny that, in, 
order to jii-titv your Kont'n.Mty, I must ii fiise to pioht hy your coiid'scmision. Miidam, 

1 am duonicd to he fur over wietched ; and to Mpfl. without diasiiii^, lor tlie ^l 0 ^ses-ioIl of 
that Jewel, which, thoUKl* now in my otter, 1 dare not enjoy. I blmlt not pretend to 
exprcKH the aii^iiish that tears my heart Whil-t 1 (.onimiimcute this tatul reuuncuition; 
but appeal to the delmacy of yoiir own aentliTniits, which can judge of my suffermg.s, and 
will, (loubtlctiH, do Justice to the scU-deiiul ot your lorlurii 

“I*. PrCKtK." 

Emilia, who know the nicety of our hero’s pride, had foreseen 
the pui'port of this epistle before it came to lier hands ; she did not 
thoreforo despair of success, nor desist from the prosecution of her 
plan, whitdi was no other thai^.that of securing l\9r own happin<*sa, 
in espousing the man upon wliorn she hatl fixed "her unalterable 
aft’ectiou. C*jntldent of hi.s honour, and fully satisfied of the mutual 
passion with wliich they were inspired, she gradually decoyed him 
into a literaiy correspondence, wherein she attemhted to refute the 
argumejits ot} which he grounded his refusal; and, without doubt, 
the young gentleman was not a little pleased with the enjoyment 
of such delightful commerce, in the course of which he had, m6re 
than ever, an c*pportnnity of admiring the poignancy of her wit. 
and the elegajicc of her understanding. 

The contenlplation of such excellence, while it strengthened the 
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chains witR which she held him enslaved, added emulation to 
the other motives that induced him to maintain ilie disjmte ; and 
much 8«htle^' of reasoning was expeiMed upon both sides of this 
very particular question, without any prospect of conviction on 
either part, flU at last she began to desj)air of niahing him a pro¬ 
selyte t() her opinion by dint of argument, and resolved, for the 
future, to apidy herself chiefly to the irresistible prepossessions of 
his love, Vhicii were not at all diminished or irnj)aired by the essays 
of her pen. With this view she proposed a conference, pretending 
that it >Kas impossihle to convey all her reflections upon this sub¬ 
ject in a jieries of short leiters ; and (jodfrey undertook tf> bail 
him for the <lay ; hut, conscious of lier pow(M’, lie would rmt trust 
hiinsolf in her presence, though his heart thi'obhcd w'ith all the 
eagerness (»f desire to see her fair eyes disrobed of that resentment 
whicli they had worn so ioiig, ",iv! t-,- tijjo 3 ^ the ravishing sweeta of 
a fond reconciliation. 

Nature eouhl *not hai’o held out agair'sl such poworfid attacks 
had not the p^do and cajnice of his disposition been gratilied to 
the full in tliePtriuinpli of his resistance : he looked u[tou the con¬ 
test ins altogether original, ?uid persevered with fdistinacy, because 
he thought liirnsolf sure of favouriibh, teems, whenever ho sliould 
be disposed to capitulate. Iku-hapshc might have overshot himself 
in the course of Ins iiej'seveiance : a young lady of Kmilia’s fortune 
and attractions could not fail to find liorself surrounded by temp- 
tiitions wlsicli few women can resist : she miglit have misinterpreted 
• th<imeaiyng of some paragraph, or taken umbrage at an unguarded 
expression iixone of Percgi iiic’s letters : she might have been tired 
out by his obstinate })eculiarit 3 % or, at the long run, construed it 
into madness, slight, or indidcrenco ; or, rather tliaii waste her 
]irimo in fruitless endeavours to subdue the pride of a headstrong 
humorist, she might l^avc listwied to the voice of some admirer, 
fraught W'ith (jualiticatums sufliciunt to engage her esteem and 
iilfection; but all these possibilitic.f w'ore providentially prevented 
by an accident, attended with more inqiortaiit consequences than 
any we have hitherto recountcci 

Early one morning, Pipes w'as disturbed by the arrival of a 
messenger, who had been sent o.Kpress from the country by Mr. 
Clover, with a packet foj: tlio lieutenant, and arrived in town 
over-night; but as Tie was o})liged 1o have recourse Wtho informa¬ 
tion •of .lack's cpi^espondent in the'*city, touching the jdaco of 
his ahbdo, before ho demanded cnLrance at the Fleet, the gate was 
shut f por would the turnkeys admit him, although he told them 
that ho w'as charged with a message of the utmost consequence; 
HO that he was^fain to tarry till daybreak, when he, at his earnest 
solicitation, was allowed to enter. " ** 

Hjitchway, opening the packet, found a letter enclosed for Pere¬ 
grine, writh an earnest request that he should forward it to the 
hands of that young gentleman with all possible dosmteh. Jack, 
who could n(»t dive into the meaning of this o*xtraora»JRary injunc¬ 
tion, began to irnagii^ that Mrs. Clover lay at the point of death, 

^ 2 p 
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and wanted to take her last farewell of her brother ; aftd this con¬ 
ceit worked so strongly upon his imagination, that, while he 
huddled on his clothes, ai^ made the best of hitf way to the 
apartment of our hero, he could not help cursing, within himself, 
the folly of the liusbaiid in sending such disagreeable messages to 
a man of Peregrine’s impatient temper, already soured by his 
own uneasy situation. This reflection would have iuidnced him to 
suppress the letter, had not he been afraid to tainper^with the 
ticklish disposition of his friend, to whom, while he delivered it, 
“As for my own part,” said he, “mayhap 1 may have^as much 
natural affection as another ; but, when my spouse parted, I bore 
my misfortune like a British man and a Christian ; for jvhy ? lie’s 
no better than a fresh-water sailor, who knows not how to stem 
the current of mischance.” 

Pickle, being waked from a pleasant ^ream, in which the fair 
Emilia was principally concerned, and hearing this strange pre¬ 
amble, sab up in his bed, and unsealed the letter in a state of 
iiiortiticalion and disgust; but what wore the omotjons of his soul, 
when he read the following intimation !— ' 

“Dkab nriOT[ir.K,-Tt hath pleased God to take your fiitlier suddenly off, by a fit of 
apoplexy; and, as he has died intestate, I give you this not lee. that you may, with all speed, 
come down and take possession of your right in despite of Master Gam and his mother, 
who, you may l>e sure, do nut sit easy under this uiiexpucted (li-p'Misatlou of I’rovuleiue. 

1 have, by virtue of being a justice of the peace, taken sutU precautionf, ns I thought 
iieceshary for your advautap; and the limeral sliali be dtdericd until your pleasure he 
known. Your sister, though sincerely attlicted by her fatliei’s fate, aubujit%to the will of 
Heaven with laudable resignation, and begs you will set out for this place witliout delay. 
In which request she is Joinca by, sir, your aifeciionatc brother, and humble sciijant, 

“ Cu.pa RS CWJV EK. 

Peregrine, at first, looked ujiou this epistle as a mere illusion 
of the brain, and a continuation of tlic reverie in which ho had 
been engaged. He read it ten tim(|^a over, without being persuaded 
that he was actually awake ; he rubbed lbs eyes, and shook his 
head, in order to shake off thu drowsy vapours that surrounded 
liim ; he hemmed thrice with groat vociferation, snapped his 
fingers, tweaked his nose, started up from his bed, and, opening 
the casement, took a survey of the well-known objects that ap¬ 
peared on each side of his habitation. Everything seemed con¬ 
gruous find connected, and he said within himself, “Sure this is 
the most distinct dream that ever sleep*produ«od.” Then he had 
recourse again to the papery which he carefully perused, without 
finding any varialiim from his first notion of the contents. * 
Hatchway, seeing all his extravagances of action, accompanied 
with a wild stare of distraction, began to believe that his head was 
at. loiigtU fairly turned, and was really meditating means for 
securing hiv person, when Pickle, in a tone of surprise, exclaimed, 
“Good God ! am 1 or jiiu f not awake? “ Why look ye, cousin 
Pickle,” rejilied the lieiiton.'int, “that is a question which the 
deep sea-line of my understanding is not long enough to siiurit^; 
but, howsqi,never, tho'f I can’t trust to the observ'ation I have 
Isiken, it sfifiall go hard but I will fall upon a way to guess 
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wlioreaboilts wo are,” So saying, he lifted up a piteher full of 
cold water, that stood behind the outward door, and discharged it 
in the •face* of Peregrine without ettremony or hesitation. This 
remedy pr^uced the desired effect; unpalatable as it was, the 
young' gentleman no sooner recovered his breath, which was 
endangered by such a sudden application, than he tlianked his friend 
Jack for th^ seasonable operation he had performed. Having no 
lohger a*hy just reason to doubt the reality of what a])peared so 
convincingly to his senses, he shifted himself on the instant, not 
without liuny and trepidation : and, putting on his moi'nhig dress, 
sallied fojih to the Bare, in order to dclibcmto with himself on tlio 
important; intelligence he had received. 

Hatchway, not yet fully convinced of his sanity, and curious to 
know the purport of the letter which had alfeclcd him in such 
an extraonlinary manner, laiefully attended his footsteps in this 
excursion, in hope of being favoured with his confidence in the 
course of their*perambulation. Our hero no sooner appeared at 
the 8trcet“do(^, than ho w'as saluted by the messenger, wiio, having 
posted bimsflf in the W'ay for tliat purpose, “(iod bless your 
noble honour, Squire Picklo,” cried ho, “and give you joy of 
succeeding to your father’s estate ” il’licse words had scarce pro¬ 
ceeded from Ills mouth, wdion the lieutenant, hopping eagerly 
tow^ards the countryman, s<picezed liis hand w’ith gr<‘at affection, 
and asked if the old geiUleman had actually taken his departure. 
“Ay, Mcister Hatchway,” replied the other, “in such a woundy 
haste, that he forgot to make a will.”—“Body of me ! ” exclaimed 
the sctlman,*“ thesef are the best tidings I have lieard since I first 
went to sea. Here, my lad, take rnj'' purse, and stow thyself 
chock-full of the best liquor in the laud,” So saying, he tipped 
rile peasant with ten pieces, and immediately the whole place 
echoed with the sound of Tomils iiistrument. Perogriiio, ropairing 
to the w'alk, commnnicated the billet to his lionest friend, who, at 
his desire, went forthwitli to the Idllgiugs of Captain (Jauntlet, and 
returned in less than half an hour with that gentleman, %vho, I 
need not say, was heartily rejtiiced at the occasion. 


Chap. CIV.—Peregrine *holfls * Consultaiinn with hi» Friends, in conseijncnce of 
wiilrb ho bids Adieusto ibo Meet—lie arrl^^a at his Futher’s lloitse, and asserts 
his lUglit of lnberi«iinco. 

Noivdid our hero kce]> the misanthrope in ignorance of this happy 
turn fortune : Pipes w’as de.spatchod to the senior, with a mes¬ 
sage, requesting nis immediate presence; and ho accordingly 
appeared, in oBedience to the summons, growling wirii disqpntent 
for jja-ving been deprived of several hours of his natural rest. His 
mouth was immediately stopped with the letter, at wliich he 
^^srailed horribly a ghastly grin ; ” and, after a compliment of 
gratulation, tlicy entered into close divan, about th^ineasures- to 
be taken in conjjequenee of this event. 
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There was no room for umcli dobato : it was unanimously agreed, 
that Picklo should sot OU'**, witli all possible despatch, for the gar¬ 
rison, to Avliioh Gauntlet aiftl Hatch Avay resolved to ^ttoriti him. 
Pipes was accordingly ordered to prepare a couple of jjost-chaises, 
while Godfrey went to ])rocuro bail for his friend, and provide 
them wirli money for the expense of the expedition, but not before 
he was desired by Peregrine to conceal this piece of n^Avs from his 
sister, that our youth might have an opportunity to surprise her 
in a more interesting manner, after he should have settled his 
alFairs. 

All these previous ste[»s being taken, in less than an*hour our 
hero took his leave of the Fleet, after ho had left twenty guineas 
Avith tlie Avarden for the relief of the poor prisoners, a great num¬ 
ber of AAdiom convoyed him to the gate, pouring forth prayers for 
his long life and ])rosperit3’ ; and be took the road to the garrison, 
in the most.elevated transports of joy, unallayod Avith the least 
mixture of grief at t he death of a i>aront, Avhose paternal tender¬ 
ness ho had never known. His breast Avas ab.solutiHy a stranger 
to that boasted (rTupy))^ or instinct of airoctioii, by Avhich the 
charities are sujiposed to sub.sist. 

Of all the journeys lie had ever made, tliis, sure, Avas tlic most 
delightful ; ho felt all the ecstasy that must naturally he produced 
in a young man of his imagination, from such a sudden transition 
in point of circumstances ; he found himself delivered from con¬ 
finement and disgrace, Avitliout being obliged to any per.Tou upon 
earth for liis deliverance ; ho had it now in his poAver to roiort tke 
contempt of the AA'orld in a manner suited to'‘hi.s nuvit sanguine 
wish ; he Avas reconciled to his friend, and onabletl to gratify his 
love, OA'-ou uj)f)U his own Uirms ; and saw himself in jmssession of 
a fortune more ample than Ins first iiilieritauco, Avilh a stock o£« 
experience that would steer him t.'iear of *11 those quicksands, 
among which he liad been formerly Avreckod, 

Tn the middle of tlieir journo^, Avhilo they halted at an inn for 
a short refreshinent and change of horses, a jiostilion, running 
up to Peiogriiio in the yard, fell at his feet, clasped his knees with 
great eagerness and agitation, and presented to him the individual 
face of his old valet clc-chambre. The youth, ])erceiving him hi 
such an abject garb and attitude, commanded him to rise, and tell 
the cause of sffcli a miserable reverse in his foi^une ; upon Avhich 
Hadgi gave him to understand, that ho had bShn. ruined b^his 
Avifo, who, having robbed him of all his cash and valuable effects, 
had elojicd from his house, Avith cue of his oAvri customer^ Vho 
appeared in the character of a French count, bg^fc Avas in reauty no 
other tlian aq Italian fiddler ; that, in consequence this retreat, 
he, th^ husband, was disabled from paying a considerable sum 
w'hich bo had set ajiart for his wine-merchant, avIio, being diaap- 
pomt'Od in his exjiocbatiou, took out an execution against hjs 
etl'euts ; ami the rest of his creditors, foUoAviiig his example, hunteo’' 
hini out of hiljuse and'lliome : so that, finding his person in danger 
in London, he had been obliged to escapq, into the country, 
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ekulklug iiboufc from one village to another, till, being quite desti¬ 
tute of all gupport, ho had undertaken 4i8 present ollice, to save 
lHumseli from starving. * 

Perogrinji listened with compassion to his lamentable tale, which 
too well accounted for his not appearing in the Fleet, with offers 
of service to his master in distres.s, a circumstance that Pickle had 
all alon^ im|iuted to his avarice and ingratitude. He assured him, 
that as he had been the means of tlirtmiiig in his way the tempta¬ 
tion to which ho fell a sacrifice, he would charge hiiusolf with the 
retrie^l of his aflair.s : in the mean lime, he nia<lo him taste of his 
bounty, •and desirtal him to cfiiiliuue in his ju’csent employment 
until ho*shou]d ret urn from the gariwai, ■when he w'oulil consider 
his situation, and do something for liis immediate relief. 

Hadgi attemiited t(t kiss his shoe, and we[)t, or affected to weep, 
with sensibility, at tliifl gracious vecej'tion ; he even luado a merit 
of his unwillin'piess to exercise his new oeciijialion, and earnestly 
begged tlhit Jio might be allowed to give immediate atteiidanco 
upon In’s d^ir ma.ster, from wliom he could not. bear the tliought.s 
of a seconii jmrting. Ilis entreaLio.s wore reinforced by flu; inter¬ 
cession of his two frieiuks, in consequi'nce of which, the )S\viss was 
permitted to folhnv them at his own lei.siiro, ■while they set forwards 
after a .slight repast, and reached the place of their destination 
before ten o’clock at night. 

Peregrine, instead of alighting at the garrison, rode straightway 
to Ilia father’.s house ; and no per.son ajipearing to receive him, not 
t^'on aV'rvaut to take care of liis chaise, ho dismounted without 
assistance.* lleinj^ followed by bis two friends, he advanced into 
the hall, where, pereeiv^ig a bell-rope, be made immediate appli¬ 
cation to it, in .such a inaiiiier, as brought a couidc of footmen into 
•his iiresenoe. After having reprimanded them, w'itli a stern look, 
for tlioir neglect in*i)oint of*attendance, be commanded ibem to 
show him into an apartmentand as they seemed unw'illing lo 
yield obedience to his orders, asTcod if they did not belong to tho 
family ? 

One of them, who took iq)*n himself the office of sfokosman, re¬ 
plied, wu'th a sullen air, that they had been in the service of old 
Mr. Pickle, and now that lie was dead, thought themselves bound 
to obey nobody l^it thegr lady, and her sou Mr. (himaliul. This 
de^aration had scarce proceeded f^om his mouth,*when our hero 
gavQ them to iwiiTerstand, that since they were not disposed to own 
an^ other master, they must change their quarters immediately. 
He ordered tliom to decamp without farther preparation ; and as 
they still .contintwcjd restive, they wore kicked out of doors by the 
captain aim Jiis friend Hatchway, feirpiire Gam, wjio overheaixl 
everything that passed, and was noiv more than ever iuflanrcd with 
that rancour which he had sucked with his motjier’s milk, ffew to 
^he assistance of his adherents, with a pistol in each hand, bellow¬ 
ing “Thieve.sl thieves !’'with groat vocifi^ratioii, as if he had 
mistaken the business of tho strangers, and actuall 3 /believed him¬ 
self in danger of being robbed. Hj[ider this pretence ho discharged 
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a piece at his brother, who luckily escaped the shot, efosed with 
him ill a moment, and, arresting the other pistol from his gripe, 
turned him out into the coufb-yard, to the consolatioi? of ^ia two 
dependents. ^ 

By this time Pipes and the two postilions had taken possession 
of the stables, without being opposed by the coachman and his 
deputy, who (juietly submitted to the authority of th§|ir new sove¬ 
reign ; but the noise of the pistol had alarmed Mrs. Pickle, who, 
running down stairs with the most frantic appearance, attended by 
two maids and the curate, who still maintained his place oi chap¬ 
lain and ghostly director in the family, would have assaulted our 
hero with her nails, had not she boon restrained by her attendants. 
Though they prevented her from using her hands, tliey could nob 
hinder her from exercising her tongue, wliicli she wagged against 
him with all the virulence of irialieo. She ti#ked, if he was come to 
butcher his brother, to in.sult his father’s corpse, ;nu^ triumph in her 
affliction ? she bestowed upon him the epitliets of spendthrift, jail¬ 
bird, and unnatural ruffian ; she bogged i»ardon of GBd for having 
brought such a monster into tlio world ; accused hiib of having 
brought liis father’s gray liairs with sorrow to the grave ; and 
aftirmod, that ivero he to touch the body, it w^ould bleed at his 
apiiroacli. 

Without pretending to refute the articles of this ridiculous 
charge, he allowed her to ring out her alarm ; and then calmly 
replied, that if she did not quietly retire to her chamber, and 
behave as became a person in her present situation, lie*sliouVl 
insist upon her removing to anotlier lodging, without dijlay, for he 
was determined to bo master in his ownj'amily. The lady, who, 
in all probability, expected that lie would endeavour to appease 
her with all the tenderness of iilial submission, was so much oxcas-* 
perated at his cavalier behaviour, tlmt her ownstitution could not 
support the transports of her spirits ; and she was earned off by 
her women in a fit, while the Officious clergyman was dismissed 
after his pu;ul, with all the circumstances of disgrace. 

Our hero, having thus made his cjiiarlers good, took possession 
of the best apartment in the house, and sent notice of his arrival 
to Mr. Clover, wlio, with his wife, visited him in less than an 
hour, and was not a little surprised to find Jiiin so suddenly settled 
in hia father’s House. The meeting of Julia ana her brother was 
extremely pathetic. She had*always loved hinf with uncoinjf?on 
tenderness, and looked upon him as the ornament of lier family ; 
but she had heard of his extravagances with regret j and, tbotigh 
she considered the stories that were circulated /it his expense as 
the malicious ^exaggerations of hia mother and her da]|^iig son, her 
appr^i^nsion bad been grievously alarmed by an account of his 
imprisonment and distress, which had been accidentally conveyed 
to that country by a gentleman from London, who had been 
merjiy of his acquaintance : she could not, therefore, without the 
most tender Vmotions of joy, see him, as it were, restored to his 
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rightful inheritance, and re-established in that station of life which 
she tliought he could fill with dignity an(4 importance. 

Aftd!* thibir mutual expressions of atiection, she retired to her 
mother’s chamber, with a view to make a second offer of her .ser¬ 
vice and attendance, which had been already rejected with scoru 
since her father’s deatli; while Peregrine consulted his brother-in- 
law about Hjje affairs of the family, so far as they had fallen within 
his cogftizance and observation. Mr. Clover told him that, though 
he was never favoured with the confidence of the defunct, he knew 
some his intimates, wdio had been tampered w'ith by Mrs. Pickle, 
and evejl engaged to sec<»nd the remtmstrances by which she had 
often endeavoured to persuade her husband to settle his affairs by 
a formal will; but that he had from time to time evaded their im- . 
poiiunitios with surprising excuses of procrastination, that jffainly 
appeared to bo the rt^ult ( f invention and design, far above the 
supposed ])itcli^ of his ca[>acity; a circumstance from which Mr. 
Clover C(^iclu(Ied that the old gentleman imagined his life would 
not have boeff secure, had he once taken such a step as would have 
rendered it*unnoccs.sary to the independence of his secoird son. 
He moreover observed, that, in conse<iuence of this infornmtion, ho 
no sooner heaixl of Mr. Pickle’s death, which happened at the club, 
than ho w'cnt. directly with a law'yer to his house, before any cabal 
or conspiracy c(juld be formed against the rightful heir, and, in 
presonc<3 of witnesses provided for tlio ]>urpo.so, sealed up all the 
papers <ff the deceased, after the widow liad, in the first transjvirts 
<j£ her fiorrow and vextition, fairly ow'ncd that her husband had died 
intestate. « • 

Peregrine was oxtrein|ly well satisfied with this intelligence, by 
which all liis doubts were dispelled ; and, having cheerfully supped 
•with his friond.s on a cold collation, which his brother-in-law had 
l)rought in his charn^t, they retired to rest in different chambers, 
after Julia bad met with another repulse from her capricious 
mother, who.se ovorffowing rage fiad now subsided into the former 
channel of c.alm iin eteracy. 

Next morning the liouso Vias supplied w'itb some servants from 
the garrison, and preparations w'cre made for the funeral of the 
deceased. Gam, having taken lodgings in the neighbourhood, 
came with a chaise and^cart to demand his mother, together with 
his own clothes, and her personal effects. Our Iffsro, though ho 
woflld not sufFer*hiin to enter the (fbor, allowed his pi-oposid to bo 
communicated to the widow, who eagerly embraced the opportunity 
of ^oftioviiig, and was, with her own baggage, and that of her 
beloved spn, conveyed to the place which he had prepared for her 
reception. • JThither she was followed by her w'oman, who was 
desired by Peregrine to assure her mistress that, until a*regujar 
provision could be settled upon her, she might command him, in 
^ l>oint of money, or any other accommodation in Ins power- 
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Chap. CV.—He performs tbe last OITicpb to his Father, ami returns to Ijoncftn upon a very 

Intcrcstinn Design. 

Suits of mourning being provided for himself, his friends, and 
adherents, and eveiy othor provious measure taken sifitablts to the 
occasion, Itis father was interred in a private manner in the parish 
church ; and his papers being examined, in presence of many 
persons of honour and integrity, invited fur that purpose, no will 
was found, or any other deed, in favour of the second sonj| t houglt 
it appeared by the marriage settlement that the widow was entitled 
to a jointure of five hundred pounds a year. The rest of his papers 
consisted of East-Tndia bonds, South-Sea annuities, mortgages, 
notes, and assignments, to the amount of foTirscore thousand seven 
hundred and sixty pounds, exclusive oi the house, pbite, «.iid furni¬ 
ture, horses, equipage, and cattle, with the garden and jKirk adjacent, 
to a very con.siderablo extent. • 

This w^is a sum that even exceeded his expectatii'n, and could 
not fail to entertain hi.s fancy witli tho most agroeablo ideas. Ho 
found himself immediately a man of vast consoijiiencu ainong his 
country neighbours, who visited him w'lth ccimpliments of congra¬ 
tulation, and treated liim with such respect as would have olfec- 
tually spoiled any young man of his disposition, who had, not the 
same advantages of experience as ho had already purehaspd at^a 
very extravagant price. Thus shielded with caiition, he boro lii.s 
prosperity with surprising ter.iperance ; everyfiody w;fs eliarmed 
with Ilia affitbility and moderation. VVhon*iio made a circuit round 
to the gentlemen of +hc district, in order to repay the courtesy^ 
which ho owed, he was caressed by tlj^m witli uncommon assiduity, 
and advised to olFer iiiinsolf as a candidate the county at tho 
next election, which, they .suppiipod, would soon liaiipcn, because 
the lU'osent imunbcr w'a.s in a declining state of healtli: nor did 
his person aiid address escape unhondod by the ladies, many of 
whom did not scruple to spread their ^attractions before him, with 
a view (‘f captivating such a valuable prize : nay, such an impressioii 
did this legacy make upon a certain peer, who resided in tins part 
of the couutiy,^that he cultivated Pickle’s Acquaintance with great 
eagerness, and, without circunjocution, offered toshim in iiiarringo 
his only daughter, with a very considerable fortune. ” ' 

Our hero expressed himself iqjon this occasion as became a man 
of honour, sensibility, and politeness, and frankly gave his lordship 
to understand that his heart was already engaged.* He was pleased 
with thp oppsrtunity of making such a sacrifice to hift passion for 
Emilia, which by this time inflamed his thoughts to such a degree 
of impatience that ho resolved to depart for London with all pos¬ 
sible speed ; and for that purpose industriously employed ,almost^ 
every hour of ^is timo in regulating his domestic affaii'S. He paid 
off all his fathm’s servants, and hired others, at the recommendation 
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of his siSter, who promised to superintend his household in his 
absence : he advanced the first half-yean^jr-payment of his mother’s 
jointuve ; And, as for his brother Gj<hi, he gavo him divers oppor¬ 
tunities of acknowledging his faults, so as that he might have 
answered fo his own conscience for taking any step in bis favour ; 
but that young gentleman was not yet sufficiently ‘humbled by mis¬ 
fortune ; and not only forbore to make any overtures of peatic, but 
also toAk all occasions to slamhir the conduct and revile the person 
of our hero, being in this practice comforted and abetted by his 
righteous mamma. 

Evcrythijig being thus settled for the present, the triumvirate set 
out ontjieir return to town in the. same manner witli that in which 
they had arrived in tlie country, except in the small variation that 
Hatchway’s chaise companion was now the valct-de-chambre re¬ 
fitted, instead of Pipes, who, with another lacquey, attended them 
on horseback. Wlicn they had performed two-thirds of their way 
to Londoa, thoV chanced to overtake a country sc|uire, on his retuni 
from a visit "fo one of his neighbours, who had entertained lum 
with such tiospitality that, as the lieutenant observed, he rcfllud 
himself almost gunwale to, every iiK'tion of his horse, which was a 
fine hunter ; and when the chaises passed him at full speed, ho set 
up the sportsman's halloo in a voice that sounded like a French 
horn, clapinng spurs to Sorrel at the .same time, in order to keep up 
with the pace of the. machine. 

Peregrine, who was animated with an uncommon floiv of spirits, 
qydered his pf)3tilion to proceed more softly, and entered into con¬ 
versation i^ith thei stranger, touching the make and mettle of his 
horse, upon which ho (iescanted with so much learning, that the 
squire was astonished at hia knowledge. When they approached 
Jiis habitation, lie invited the young gentleman and his company 
to halt, and drink a little of Itis alo ; and was so pressing in his soli- 
cibition, that they complied with hia re({uc.st. He accordingly 
conducted them through a apaciftus avenue, tliat extended as far 
as the highway, to the. gate of a largo chateau, of a most noble and 
venerable appearance, which,induced them to alight and view the 
apartments, contrary to their first intention of drinking a glass of 
his October at the door. 

The rooms were eveiw way suitable to the magnificence of the 
outside, and our Hero inwgined they had made a tofir through the, 
whl»le sweep, \yli<ln the landlord ga^ him to understand that they 
hadinot yot seen the best apartment of the house, and immediately 
led*tbmn into a spacious dining-room, which Peregrine did not 
cuter without giying manifest signs of uncommon asiouishmenb. 
The panels all round were covered with portraits at full length, by 
Vandyke ; and not one of them appeared witliout a ridiculbua tie- 
periwig, in the style of those that usually hang over the shops of 
twopenny barbers. The straight boots in which the figures Had 
iSeeu o?u;inally painted, and the other circumstances of attitude 
and drapery, so inconsistent with this monstrous fu^iture of the 
head) exhibited such a ludicrous appearance, that Pickle’s wonder 
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in a lifctlo timo gave way to his mirth, and he was seized with a' 
violent fit of laughter, ^lich had well-nigh depriv'ied him of his 
breath. • * *. 

The squire, hiilf pleased and lialf offended at this ex|)ression of 
ridicule, “T know,” said he, “wliat makes you laugh s6 wofiilly; 
you think it strange to zee my vorofathers h(x>t 0 (l and Bpurrc«l, 
with huge threc-tailed periwigs on their pates. The,truth of the 
matter is this: I could not abide to zee the pictures of mjPvaniily 
with a parcel of loose hair hanging about their eyes, like zo many 
colts ; and zo I employed a painter vellow from London fco clap 
decent iieiiwigs on their skulls, at the rate of vive .slnllings.a head, 
and oifei'od him three sliillings apiece to furnish each with#a hand¬ 
some pair of shoes and stockings : but the rascal, thinking I must 
have ’em done at any price after their heads were covered, haggled 
with me for vour shillings a picture ; and |io, rather than be im- 
pi*se(l upon, I turned him olf, and shall let 'em stand as they are, 
till zome more reasonable brother of the brush comes round the 
country,” • 

Pickle commended his resolution, though, in his lieaif, he blessed 
himself from such a barbarous (loth ; and, after they had doHjiatched 
two or throe bottles of his boor, they proceeded on their journey, 
and arrived in town about eleven at night. 


CiiAi'. CV’^I.—lIe enjoys an Interview with Emilia, and makes himself ample Amends for 

all the Mortification of hie Life. * 

t ^ 

OoDniEy, who had taken leave of his si8te|. on pretence of making 
a short excursion with I^eregrine, whose Inlilth rofjuircd the enjoy¬ 
ment of fresh air after his long coniinemeiit, sent a message to her, 
that same night, announcing his arrit^il, and giving her notice that 
he would breakfast witli her next morning ; wuien ho and our lieix), 
who had dressed himself for the fuirpose, taking a hackney-coach, 
repaired to her lodging, and were introduced into a parlour, 
adjoining to that in which the toa-tab^e was set. Here they had not 
waited many minutes, when they heard the sound of feet coming 
down stairs ; upon which our hero's heart began to beat tlio alarm. 
He concealed himself behind the screen, by the direction of his 
friend, whose oars being saluted with Sophy’s voifce from the next 
room, ho flew into it with grcaiiardour, and enjojWid upon her jfcps 
the sweet transports of a meeting so unexpected; for he had'left 
her in her father’s house at Windsor. .. • 

Amidst these emotions, he had almost forgotteij, the situation of 
Peregrine ; when Emilia, assuming an enchanting air," “ la not 
this,” Bsid shfl, “a most provoking scene to a youn^ woman like 
me, who am doomed to wear the willow by the ,strange caprice .o| 
my lover ? Upon* my word, brother, you have done me infinite 
prejudice in promoting this jaunt with my obstinate corrosjpendent* 
who, 1 suppoae, is sb ravished with this transiont glimpse of 
liberty, that no will never bo persuaded to incur iinnecessary. 
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confinement fttf the future.”—“ My dear sister,” replied the captain, 
tauntii^ly, “your own pride set him example; so you must 
e’en s?mid*to the consequence of His iniitatioii.”—“’Tis a hard 
case, howler,” answered the fair offender, “that I should suffer 
all my life oy one venial trespass. Heigh ho ! who would iinaginp 
that a sprightly girl, such as I, with, ten thousand pounds, should 
go a beggin|%? 1 have a good mind to marry the next i>erson that 
aslvs me the question, in order to be revenged ii[)on this unyielding 
humorist. Did the dear fellow discover no inclination to see me 
in all ihe term of his releasement ? Well, if ever I can catch the 
fugitivejtgain, he shall sing in his cage for life.” 

Jt is impossible to convey to the reader a just idea of Peregrine’s 
tranaporis while he overheard this declaration; which was no 
sooner pTonounced, U)an, unable to resist the impetuosity of his 
passion, iie sprang frigu his linhing-jdaco, exclaiming, “Here 1 
surrender ; ” ayd, rushing into her ptcscucc, was so dazzled with 
her beauty, that hjs speech failed ; he was fixed, like a statue, to 
the floor, and^dl hia faculties wore absorbed in a(luiirati»>n. Indeed, 
she was no# in the full bhjoni of her charms, and it w'as nearly 
impossible to look upon her wuthont. emotion. What, then, must 
have been the ecstasy of onr youth, whose passion was whetted with 
all the incitements which could stimulate the human heart ! The 
ladies screamed with surprise at his apiicarance : and Emilia under¬ 
went such agitation as flushed every charm with irresistible energy : 
her cheffles glowed with a most delicate snfl’usion, and her bosom 
lueaved^with such bewitching undulation, that the cambric could 
not concea^or contiun the snow'y hemisphere, tliat ro.se like a vision 
of paradise to his view. • 

While ho W'as almo.st fainting with unutterable delight, she 
•oemod ready to sink under the tumults of tenderno.sa and con¬ 
fusion ; when onr hero, perceiving lier condition, obeyed the 
impuLse of his love, and circled the charmer in his anus, without 
suffering the least frown tir symjftom of displeasure. Not all the 
pleasures of his life had amounted to the ineffable joy of this 
embrace, in which he contimi#d for some minutes totally entranced. 
Ho fastened upon her pouting lips with all the eagerness of rap¬ 
ture ; and, while his brain sceiucd to whirl round with transport, 
exclaimed, in a deliriuiy of ■ bliss, “Heaven and earth! this is too 
much to bear.” * • 

(tis imagiiifwticlli was accordingly*relieved, and his attention in 
some measure divided, by the interjiosition of Hophy, who kindly 
chid him for his having overlooked his old friends. Thus accosted, 
he quitted his dojicioua armful, and saluting Mrs. Gauntlet, asked 
pardon for h^ neglect; observing that such rudeness was excusable, 
con&idering the long and unhappy exile which h * had ‘buffered 
from the jewel of his soul. Then, turning to Emilia, “lam come, 
{Uadam, said he, “ to claim the performance of ydur promise, whiedi 
I can produce under your own fair hand : yyu may, therefore, lay 
aside all superfluous ceremony and shyness, and crqpvn my happi¬ 
ness without furtln^r delay; for, i^on my soul! my thoughts aro 
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wound up to the last pitch of expectation, and I ..slialf certainly 
run distracted if L am dogined to any term of probation.” 

His mistress, having by tliift time recollected herself, Veplilid with 
a most exhilarating smile, “I ought to punish you for your obsti¬ 
nacy with the inortitication of a twelvemonth’s trial; but ’tis 
dangerous to tamper .with admirer of your disposition, and 
therefore I think I must make sure of you while ^t is in my 
power.”—“ You are willing, then, to take mo for better fot worse, 
in presence of Heaven and those witnesses?” cried Peregrine, 
kneeling, and applying her hand to his lips. At this interro^pition, 
her features softened into an amazing expression of coudoscemling 
love ; and, while she darted a side glance that thrilled to liisjnarrow, 
and heaved a sigh more soft than zephyr’s balmy wing, her answer 
was, ‘ ‘ Why —ay—-and Heaven grant me patience to bear the 
humonrs of such a yoke fellow ! “ And i^iay the same powons,” 

replied the youth, “ giant me life and opiiortiimty to manifest the 
immensity of my love. Meanwhile, 1 have eighty tliousartd pounds, 
which shall be hud immediately in your lap.” ^ 

So saying, lie sealed the contract upon her lips, uifd explained 
the mystery of his Last words, which had begun to operate ujion 
the wonder of the two sisters. Sophy was agreeably surprised 
with the account of his good fortune ; nor was it, in all probability, 
unacceptable to the lovely Emilia ; though, from this information, 
she took an opportunity to upbraid her admirer with the intlexi- 
bility of liis pride, which she scrupled not to say wotdd liavo 
baffled all tlie suggestions of Lis passum, had not it been gi‘atifit*d 
by this providential event. f « 

Matters being thus happily matured, |> the lover begged that 
immediate recourse might ’no had to the onurch, and his happiness 
ascertained before night; but the bride objectefi, with grcab 
vehemence, to such piocipitation, b«ung dcsi-ous of her molher’s 

E resence at the ceremony ; and she was seconded in her opinion by 
or brother’s wife. Peregrine, fliaddeiiing with desire, assaulted 
her with the most earnest entreaties, representing, that, as her 
mother’s consent was already oblaingd, there was surely nc neces¬ 
sity for a delay that must infallibly imiko a dangerous improssion 
upon his brain and constitution. He fell at her^fect in all the 
agony of impatience ; swore that bis li^e and intellects woidd 
actually be in Jeopardy by her refusal; and, when she attempted 
to argue him out of his denianfi’, began to rave wTtk such extr.fva- 
gance, that Sophy was frightened into conviction ; and Godfrey 
enforcing the remonstrances of his friend, the amiable Emilia Vas 
teased into compliance. ,< 

After breakfast, the bridegroom and his coinpanign- set out to 
the Corfimons for a licen.se, having first agreed upon the houEe at 
which the ceremony should bo performed, in the lodgings of the 
bride; and, the permission being obtained, they found moans t<j, 
engage a clergyman, lyho undertook to attend them at thfiir own 
time and placl^ Then a ring was purchased for the occasion ; and 
they went in search of the lieutenant, with whc^in they dined at » 
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tavern, aifd iiot o)ily inarlo liim acquainted with tlie steps they had 
taken, but desx'ed iliat he would stand g^Ifathcr to the bride ; an 
cinployhienf which Jack accepted A?ith demonstratAons of parti¬ 
cular .satisfaction; till, chancing to look into the street, and 
seeing Cad^allader approacli tlie door, in consequence of a message 
they had sent to him by Pipes, ho declined the office in favour of 
the senior, wlio was accordingly ordained for tliat purpose, on the 
BU])[)osifion that such a mark of regard might facilitate his con- 
currenco with a match, which otherwise he w'ould certainly oppose, 
as he ^’as a professed enemy to wedlock, and, as yet, ignorant of 
Peregrmo’s intention. 

Aftci*^having congratulated Pickle upon his succession, and 
shook his two friends by tlin band, tlic misanthrope asked wdiose 
mare was dead, that he was summoned in such a plaguy hurry from 
his dinner, whidi he h^d boon fain to gobble up like a cannibal? 
Our hero gave him to understand, that they had made an appoint¬ 
ment to «lrink*tea with two agi'eeable lavlies, and W'ere unwilling 
tliat he shouM lo.se the opportunity of enjoying an entertainiront 
which ho bJted so nuicli. Crabtree, slirivclliiig iqi liis face, like 
an autumn lo.if, at this intimation, cursed his complaisance, and 
sw'oro they' should keo]* their assignation without him ; for he 
and lechery had shaken hands many years ago. 

The bridegroom, however, likening him unto an old coachman, 
w'ho still delights in the smack of the whip, and dropping some flat¬ 
tering hinta of his manhood, even at these y'^ears, he was gradually 
jU’evailMd upon to aceoinpany them to the jiltice of rendezvous ; 
wdiere, bej^ig uslq|rod into a dining-room, they had not w’aited 
three minutes when tl|jy were joined by the parson, who had 
observed the hour with great imncluality. 

• This gentleman no sooner cntereil the room, than Cadwalladcr, 

in a whisper to Cau^tlet, ask^d if that was not the cock-b-d ; 

and, before the captain could make any ropty, “What an uncon¬ 
scionable w'-master the rogue te ! ” said he : “scarce discharged 

from confinement, and sw'eetuued w'itli a little fresli air, wlieu he 
wenches with a pimp in canpnicals in his pay,” The door again 
opened, and Emilia broke in upon them, w'itli such dignity of 
mien, and divinity of jispect, as inspired every spectator with 
astonishment and admiration. The lieutenant, who hiul not seen 
her since her chaftns wdio ripened into such perfection, expressed 
his«tvonder anci il^iprobation in an Exclamation of, “Add’s zooks, 
whaB a glorious galley ! ” and the misanthrope’s visage was in- 
staittly metamorphosed into the face of a mountain-goat. Ho 
licked his lips instinctively, snuffed the air, and squinted with a 
most horrlhlo obliquity of vision. 

The bride ^and her sister being seated, and IT affeh way •having 
ronew^ed his acquaintance wdth tlie former, who recognized him 
with particular civility, Peregrine withdrew iiAo another apart- 
nient with his friend Crabtree, to whom he imparted the design of 
this meeting ; which the latter no sooner ‘unders^^od, than ho 
attempted to retreat, without making any other reply than that of, 
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“Pshaw! rot your matrimony! can’t you put your ndbk in the 
noose without my being ^iwitness of your folly ? ” f 

The young gentleman, i& order to vanquish this at>ersion, 
stepped to the door of the next room, and bogged the favour of 
speaking with Emilia, to wlioiu he introduced the testy did bachelor 
as one of his particular friend^, who desired to havo the honour of 
giving her away. The bewitching smile wiLli which ^ho received 
his salute and granted his request at once overcame the disHjpproba- 
tion of the misanthrope, who, with a relaxation in lus countenance 
wdiich had never been perceived before that instant, thank^sd her 
in the most polite terms for such an agreeable mark of distinction. 
He accordingly led her into tho dining-room, whore the epremony 
was performed witliont delay ; and, after the husband had assorted 
his prerogative on her lips, the whole company saluted her by tho 
name of Mrs. Pickle, 

J shall leave tho sensible reader to judge what passed at this 
juncture within the bosoms of the now-niarriod fcouple. Pere¬ 
grine’s heart was Jired witli inexpressible ardour aiiK impatience; 
while tho transports of the livule were mingled witk^ a dash of 
diffidence and apprehension. Gauntlet saw it would bo too much 
for both to bear their present tantalizing situation till night without 
some aimisonicnt to divert their thoughts, and therefore proposed 
to pass part of the evening at tlio public entertainments in Mary- 
Icbono gardens, which were at that time frequented by the best 
company in town. Tho scheme wa,s relished by therdiscreeb 
Sophy, wh(j saw the meaning of tlic proposal; and the brijje 8u\)- 
mitlod to tho persuasion of lier sister ; so that af(er tea Ij^wo coaches 
wore called, and Pisregrino was torcibly senaratod from his charmer 
during tho conveyance. ^ 

Tlio now-married couple and their couqiany having made shiftj 
to spend the evening, and supped oii^i slight (,‘ollatioij in one of the 
boxes, Peregrine’s patiouco was almost <piite exhausted ; and taking 
Godfrey aside, ho imparted his intention to withdraw in private 
from the sea wit of his friend Hatchway, who would otherwise 
rebird liia bliss with unseasonable ii^edimonts, which at .present 
lie could not possibly bear. Gauntlet, who sympathized with bis 
impatience, undertook to intoxicate the lieutenant with bumpers 
to tho joy of the bride, and in tho meiwi time desired Sophy to 
retire with hifr sister, under the auspices of ®adwallader, who 
promised to squire them home.*’ • •' 

The la^lies were accordingly conducted to the coach;'and -rack 
proposed to the captain that, for the .sake of the joke, the Ipide- 
gi’oom shouhl bo plied with liquor in such a ipanner as would 
elfectnally disable him from enjoying tho fnAts of. 'his good 
fortune*for ohe night at least, (gauntlet seemed to relish tho 
sell erne ; and they prevailed upon Pickle to accompany them to, a 
certain tavern, on*pretence of drinking a farew'ell glass to a single 
life : there tho bottle was circulated till Hatchway's brain, bogait 
to suitor iunoKation. *As ho had secured our hero’s hat and sword, 
ho felt no apprehenaiou of an elopement, which, however,' was 

.a _ • 
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effected ; 1 ihe youth hastened on the wings of love to the ams 

of his cncliant^g bride. He found Cra};|tr 0 e in a parlour^ waiting 
for liisoretiftii, and disposed to entertain liim with m lecture , upon 
teinijenuice, to which he paid very little attention ; but ringing 
for Einilifi/s maid, desii’ed to know if her mistreaa ivas iu bed. 
Being answered in tlie aflirniative, ha sent her upstairs to announce 
his arrival, undressed himself to a loose gown and alijipors, and, 
w'lsliiugstlie 'hiisantlirope a good night, after having desiml to seo 
him next day, followed ni ])crson to the delicious scene, where he 
found ^lor elegantly dished out, the fairest daughter of chastity and 
love. 


Wheif he approached, she was overwhelmed with confusion, and 
hid her lovely face from his transporting view.- Mrs. (I.-iuntlet, 
seeing his c^'es kindled al the i-i-easion, kissed her chariuing 
sister, who, throwing her snowy arms alx)ut her neck, would have 
detained her in the roo1i), had not Peregrine gently disengaged her 
confidant,.from'''l.ier embrace, and C(mductod her trembling to the 
door, which h.lviiig bolted and bariicadocd, he profited by bis good 
fortune, an'^ hi.s felicity was perfect. 

Next day he rose about noon, and found his three friends assorn- 
bled; when he learned that Jack liad fallen in his own anave, and 
been obliged to lie in the sumo tavern where ho fell;—a circum¬ 
stance of which he was so much a.shanicd, that I’eregriiio and his 
wifo escaped many jokes, which he ivould have certainly cracked, 
had ho rout lain under tlie imjaitation of tJiis difigraco. In half an 
hour a^or he oamo down, Mrs. Pickle ajipcared with Sopliy, bfusli- 
ing like i^urora, ,jn- the goddess vi health, and sending forth 
emanatitAis of beauty unparalleled ; slio was conijilimented upon 
her change of situatioii-^by all present, and by ntme inoi’o w'armly 
than by old Crabtree, who declared himself so well satisfied with 
his friend's fortune, ^s to bo j^lmost reconciled to that instilutiun, 
against wdiich he had declaimed during the best part of lus life. 

An express w'as immediately daspatched to Mrs. Cauntlct, with 
an account of her daughter’s marriage : a town-house was hired, 
and a jn^andsome equipage s^t up, in which the new-man-ied pair 
appeared at all public places, to the astoni.sliment of our adven¬ 
turer’s fair-weather friends, and the admiration of all the w'orld ; 
for, in point of figure, s^h another couple was not to bo found In 
the whole Unitec? Kingdom. Envy despaired, and ^detraction waS' 
struck dumb, wlieii our hero’s ncA'# acces.sion of fortune was con- 
sigusd to* the' celebration of public fame. Emilia attracted the 
noticft' of all observers, from the pert Templar to the sovereign 
himself, who was pleased to bestow encomiums upon the excellence 
of her beauty. Many persona of conaecjuence, who had dropped 
the acquaiutfmee of I^regrino in the beginning of liiS dcclifie, now 
ni^e open efforts to cultivate his friendship anew; but he dis¬ 
couraged all these advances with the most mortifying disdain ; and,i 
ftm day* when the nobleman whom he had formerly obliged camo ' 
up to him in the drawing-mom, with the ^alqtat^i of Your -' 
servaut, Mr. Pickle,” ho eyed him with a look of inefiablo contempt,' 
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saying, “I suppose your lordship is mistaken in wur man,” and 
turned his hea^d another v'ty, in presence of the whoie court. 

When he h^ made a circuit round all the places frotiuertled by 
the beau-motidef to the utter confusion of those against who^ his 
resentment was kindled ; paid off his debts, and settled'^his money 
matters in town, Hatchway wjs dismissed to tljo country, in order 
to prepare for the reception of his fair Emilia. In a ftjw days after 
liis departure, the whole company, Cadwalladcr himself iiPcluded, 
set out for his father’s house, and, in their way, took up Mrs. 
Gauntlet, the mother, who was sincerely rejoiced to see oyv hero 
in the capacity of her son-in-law. From her habitation-they pro- 
ceded homewards at an easy pace ; and, amidst the acchunations 
of the whole parish, entered their own house, where Emilia was 
received in the uio^t tender manner by Mr. Clover’s wife, who had 
jn'ovidcd overythin^for her ease and accoannodation ; and, next 
(lay, surrendered unto her the management of her own household 
affairs. 
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